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ARTsonville

by madeleine wagner

A conversation with two key fi gures involved in the new 
affi liation reveals that though there have been reconfi gurations
to old committees, and the organization of this new partnership, 
the relationship is designed to be surprisingly fl exible.

Dr. Debra Murphy, chair of the department of Art and
Design at UNF is excited for the opportunities that the new
alliance provides both professors and students. “It’s a great 
opportunity for both institutions to investigate the past, present 
and future, especially in light of the faculty, Motherwell and
student shows currently installed.”

INTELLECTUAL AND OPERATIONAL:
MOCA AND UNF SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER

Even in our down economy, Jacksonville’s art scene continues 
to grow. Cooperation, not competition, is what keeps 
Artsonville afloat and thriving. In this issue we spotlight the 
new partnership between MOCA and UNF. We also profile 
local artists, galleries and museums. Whether you show, create 
or patronize the arts, Artsonville has a place for you.

erhaps one of the biggest 
stories this year occurring in 

the Jacksonville arts community is 
the acquisition of the Museum of 
Contemporary Art by the University 
of North Florida. Rumors abound 
concerning reorganization and 
expectations: the ways in which the 
university will utilize the space, and 
how the museum itself will benefi t. 

P
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Karabinis’s plans to teach an alternate processes photography class. “One of the real benefi ts to 
this relationship is the ability to use the museum as a tool…a textbook.” 

Thompson goes on to mention that the museum and university are planning master classes 
that will be open to the community. Taught by professors and by other well-known local artists, 
Thompson says the classes will function in the manner of a workshop, and will bring a deeper level 
of practice to the wider art community. Curently six are planned, all of which are a one or two day 
format. “In my mind, I’ve just gained a number of staff members to my department because they 
function as satellite staff members curatorally…I can rely on them and their expertise.” In more 
practical, nuts and bolts terms, the museum is looking forward to an upgrade in the audio and vi-
sual system in the theatre and a computer lab. Additionally a museum studies class taught at UNF 
works in conjunction with other area institutions including the Cummer Museum, the Harn Museum 
and Jacksonville University. 

In addition to the faculty show, MOCA hosted “Lost in Form, Found in Line,” an exhibit of Rob-
ert Motherwell’s print works, and from that show acquired “Elegy Fragment II,” “Rite of Passage,” 
“America-LA France Variations III” and “Seaside Studio.” The funds to purchase the works were 
made available from the museum’s acquisition fund. “The Jerald Melberg Gallery, NC and the Dae-
delus Foundation decided that the fee for the Motherwell exhibition would be to purchase works for 
the collection from the organizer. So unlike other exhibitions where the fee is ‘lost’ to the organizer 
this gained us four works for the collection,” Thompson explains further. 

To start 2010, MOCA opens “Life as Legend: Marilyn Monroe.” The Monroe show is pre-
sented in conjunction with a play, “Marilyn…Forever Blonde,” that uses actual quotes to illustrate 
vignettes from the actress’s life, and attempts to explore her enduring appeal. Saying that Monroe’s 
life, death and posthumous appeal is a Goridan Knot of overlapping stories, images, and facts is 
an understatement, hers, perhaps more than any other 20th Century image refl ects the seduction 
and cost of fame; the idea of reinventing oneself, and then regret. Though her image irrevocably 
conjures ideas of doomed glamour, Thompson says that the work in the show, though some of it 
biographical, is also very contemporary and counterintuitive to the Marilyn mythos. “Life as a Leg-
end” opens on January 22, and continues through April 4. 

MOCA Jacksonville, 333 North Laura St 366-6911 

Dr. Murphy talks about the two institutions working less within a clearly predefi ned structure, 
and instead, one with more an organic/evolving bent. As in the case of professor Elizabeth Heuer’s 
Tribal Studies class: the students in that class will have access to the museum’s collection of ar-
tifacts of native and indigenous cultures. Though the class is tentatively designed to be an anthro-
pological look at different cultures on the continent, access to the objects can inevitably lead to a 
deeper understanding of the culture that created them. 

As for the actual relationship between the museum and the university, it is described thusly: 
“UNF now becomes the leaseholder of the museum’s 60,000-square-foot downtown facility and 
is responsible for most of MOCA’s 800-piece collection of paintings, prints, sculptures and photo-
graphs. The museum board remains intact and includes University representation,” according to a 
joint statement released to the press. 

Ben Thompson, MOCA curator, goes into a little more detail saying, “MOCA is still manages 
and cares for the collection. Both institutions, UNF and MOCA, want to maintain the collection ac-
cording to the best practices outlined by the AAM and AAMD. Offi cially [the museum] is a cultural 
resource of UNF, a DSO. A DSO is defi ned (in the context of UNF) as a separate, not-for-profi t 
corporation organized and operated exclusively to assist the University to achieve excellence by 
providing supplemental resources from private gifts and bequests, and valuable education support 
services.” 
 So unlike the Brandeis University fl ap earlier this year; which had Brandeis University trust-
ees considering the option of deaccessioning the university’s art collection and selling it off, MOCA 
has greater protection from such actions. “MOCA retains the responsibility of managing its per-
manent collection, collection accession and de-accession and continues to adhere to the industry 
standards set forth by the Association of American Museums,” says Deborah Broder, director of 

the museum. Incidentally, the art-
works slated for possible sale by 
Brandeis are currently waiting on a 
ruling that decides whether or not 
it is legal to sell them. 
 Broder says of the internal 
structure: “The MOCA Board of 
Trustees was increased to include 
up to 40 members and to incorpo-
rate two UNF-appointed members 
who also serve on the museum’s 
Executive Committee. MOCA addi-
tionally appointed two UNF Execu-
tive Staff Members to the MOCA 
Board, and added several faculty 
members to serve on advisory 
committees that help guide the 
museum’s curatorial, exhibition 
and educational programs.” 
 Responding to the ques-
tion of a possible UNF bias on the 
part of the museum, Thompson 
responds, “I have heard the con-
cerns and want the community 
to know we are here to serve the 
greater community. MOCA and 
UNF’s shared goal is education. 
That pursuit is not exclusive to our 
involvement with UNF. The affi li-
ation strengthens us and makes 
us more able to realize that goal. 
We are happy to work with other 

institutions and individuals who share that vision for Jacksonville.” 
 The most immediate (and visible) result of the new relationship is the UNF faculty show, “The 
Teaching Artist.” Dr. Murphy says the student show is a one-time event because of the specialness 
of the new relationship; yet, the faculty show raises questions about the ways in which the impri-
matur of the museum can be used in personal careers. It’s a complex issue that touches on issues 
of UNF politics and tenure as well as curatorial independence. However, Thompson says that be-
cause of the new ways in which the museum is being used, as well as the appellation “Teaching” 
in the title of the show, it acts as a kind of explanation and adds fl exibility to the uses of the space 
itself. That rather than a critical event, the show functions almost as a showcase for the personal 
work of professors and in so doing, gives the public a view into a community of artists that can 
seem isolated. “The show is worthy of a museum setting and many of the artists have work in the 
holdings of museums,” Thompson notes. 

Another facet of the new union is a lecture series hosted by the museum, with lecturers from 
the UNF. These art historians and professors may be recognized as experts in their fi eld; however, 
they aren’t often heard in the wider community. The opportunity for the art-loving public (and art-
makers themselves) to have access to this level of discourse parallels those forums and events 
held in larger cities. Hopefully it will also encourage transparency at all levels of the museum/uni-
versity relationship. So far, 20 lectures have been given, and though attendance varies, it is grow-
ing, averaging about 45 attendees per lecture. 

Another little-known museum fact: there is an underutilized photography lab in the basement 
of the museum. Both Thompson and Dr. Murphy make mention of photography professor Paul 

The recently acquired “America-LA France Variations 
III” from the Robert Motherwell exhibit

 From the exhibit “Life as Legend: Marilyn Monroe”
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Most people in Jacksonville know the Museum of 
Contemporary Art as a fi xture of Downtown, but they 
don’t realize that MOCA has ties and programs which 
reach into the community. 

One such program is the Rainbow Artists. 
Currently, the program works with two elementary 
schools per semester. The children involved have au-
tism spectrum disorders. They fall along a broad orbit, 
from very high-functioning kids to children who don’t 
interact as well with others. 

First, they visit the classroom and give the kids 
an idea of what to expect when they come to the mu-
seum, while also building interest. They put up a story 
board, which the children can color and talk about 
the sights and sounds of Downtown. Once a month, 
the kids visit MOCA where they take on various ar t 
projects. 

Using ar t as a way to educate and improve social 
skills and communication, the program aims to get 
these kids to have new experiences and open up their 
interactions. Ar t stimulates a different par t of the brain 
and encourages us to break out of our mental boxes. 

“They love coming here. You should see their 
faces when they get off the bus,” says Elizabeth 
Kerns, Associate Director of Education. Because the 

kids are prepared for the experience and are excited 
about it, there aren’t any behavioral problems. They are 
simply happy to be there and happy to create ar t.

For those running the program, the end product 
isn’t as important as what the process of creating brings 
to the kids. The process gets the kids to tell stories and 
spark spontaneous conversation. One student, Yhafed, 
began using full sentences. Other normally solitary stu-
dents, like Joseph, began engaging others. 

On their fi rst trip to MOCA, the students are asked 
to visit various stations to familiarize them with different 
ar t materials.

Elizabeth Kerns explains: “For the most par t they 
haven’t had much exposure past simple things: markers, 
crayons. We incorporate collage, printmaking. We also 
put some paint out. And we do have a station with mark-
ers and the things they are familiar with.”

The kids have fun with these new materials. Kerns 
tells the story of a little boy who used a small paint roller 
to give himself a mustache and a beard. “I love that pic-
ture of him, because he’s having such a great time.” 

In each class following that, the students have a 
different objective; they draw a life sized self-portrait 
or work cooperatively to make a mural. The program 
does also educate, using some of the Sunshine State 

RAINBOW ARTISTS AT MOCA
by erin thursby 

standards to infuse lessons about color into the cur-
riculum. 

Some of the student’s ar t will be on display 
in April as an installation at MOCA during Autism 
Awareness Month. 

When the museum crafted the program, they 
sought the expertise of Mae Baker, Ph.D. from CARD, 
the Center for Autism and Related Disorders. She 
helped them understand what they needed to do to 
achieve their goals and gave them tools for assessing 
the levels of the students. 

The folks at MOCA also communicate with the 
educators and parents. Some of the kids love it so 
much that their parents bring them outside of the 
Rainbow Artists Program for family day on the week-
ends. 

“We’re handing about 60 students this semes-
ter,” says Kerns. “The total program over the year will 
encompass about 120. There’s a lot of interest in ex-
panding the program. Different schools call me on a 
regular basis to fi nd out how they can get involved...
We could possibly double it, if we had the funding 
and resources. At this point, we do what we can.” 

And what they can do, for the students they can 
reach, is a lot.

“They love coming here. 
You should see their faces 
when they get off the bus,”

One student, 
Yhafed, began 

using full 
sentences.

Other normally solitary 
students, like Joseph, 

began engaging others.
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BEACHES MUSEUM & HISTORY CENTER 
380 Pablo Ave. (Jacksonville Beach), 241-5657, www.bm-hc.com

The Beaches Museum & History Center provides over 100 years of historical information
of the six beaches including the Old Post Office, the Maypor t Depot and the Foreman’s House.
See a 28 ton Steam Locomotive, stroll down the boardwalk, visit the archives, step back into
time in the old post office, shop in Rubys Emporium and enjoy their hands-on projects for kids.
Permanent and revolving exhibits, summer programs for kids, Friday Whistle talks with local
authors and other events. They can also provide rental space for weddings and receptions.
Mission Statement: To nur ture civic pride for the distinct history of the Beaches, while provid-
ing education, information and enter tainment for those who live, work and vacation in our com-
munities. 
Hours: Tues- Sat, 10 am- 4:30 pm 
Admission: Adults/$ 5, Seniors/$4, Children/$3, under 5/free
Membership: Basic benefits for all memberships include free admission for a year, subscrip-
tion to newsletter, 10% discount at museum store, discounts on most activities, invites to
events and recognition. Each level includes more benefits, including free guest passes and ex-
clusive invites. Individual $30 Household/Couple $50, Family/$100, Corporate Member/$250,
Corporate Sponsor/$50. 

CULTURAL CENTER AT PONTE VEDRA BEACH 
50 Executive Way (Ponte Vedra Beach), 280-0614, www.ccpvb.org

In addition to the gallery, the Cultural Center has studio facilities for ar t, dance, music and
voice instruction classes. Local ar tists show at the gallery. The Center supplies free and unique 
ar ts education and outreach programs to an increasing number of people in our community,
including isolated seniors and children with special needs. These programs are suppor ted by
memberships, exhibitions, ar t classes, receptions and creative ar ts events.
Mission Statement: The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach is a 501c(3), not for profit orga-
nization whose mission is to bring the ar ts into the life of our communities through ar ts educa-
tion, ar t appreciation and community outreach. 
Hours: Mon- Fri, 9 am- 5:30 pm; Sat 10 am- 1 pm 
Admission: Varies depending on the event, but members get in at low or no cost.
Membership Info: Membership price per family costs $100, but you can buy a higher level of
membership. Each membership level confers more benefits including discounts, free admis-
sion to select workshops and invites to exclusive par ties. Please call Membership at 280-0614,
ext. 205 for more information about General Membership levels.

THE CUMMER MUSEUM OF ART & GARDENS 
829 Riverside Ave., 356-6857, www.cummer.org

Their impressive permanent collection of more than 5,500 objects and ar t spans 
from 2100 B.C. through the 21st century. People stroll the gardens and take their kids to 
the interactive learning center. Their non-permanent exhibitions often integrate older col-
lections with responses from local ar tists and students. January 20- August 8 they will be 
exhibiting Jazz ABZ: An A to Z Collection of Jazz Por traits by Paul Rogers. Grab a cup of
tea and a lovely lunch at the Tree Cup Cafe inside the museum. They also have a museum 
store where you can buy goodies related and unrelated to the exhibitions. Classes and 
lectures are offered throughout the year for kids and adults. Also, they have some spaces 
available for event rental; contact Susan Mahla at 899-6026 or email her at susanm@
cummer.org.
Mission Statement: To engage and inspire through the ar ts, gardens and education. 
Hours: Mon, Closed; Tues, 10 am- 9 pm; Wed- Fri. 10 am- 4 pm; Sat, 10 am- 5 pm; Sun
noon- 5 pm 
Admission: Adults/$10, military & seniors/$6, kids under 5/free, members/free. Tuesdays 
FREE admission from 4 pm- 9 pm. Sponsored by THE PLAYERS. College Students are
FREE Tuesday through Friday, 1:30 pm- 4 pm
Membership Info: Family Memberships (Two Adults, and children OR grandchildren under 
18)/$85. Individual/$50. Student/$30. They offer a discount of $5 off of memberships for 
seniors, military and educators. Membership questions or concerns should be directed to 
Wendy Stanley, Membership & Volunteer Manager, at 899-6007 or wstanley@cummer.org.

KARPELES MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY MUSEUM 
101 W. 1st St., 356-2992, www.rain.org/~karpeles/jaxfrm.html

The main auditorium features a traveling exhibit open to the public for four months. The
upcoming exhibit in January is The Steroviewer Age. Additionally, there is an ar t exhibit featur-
ing local and regional ar tists. A wide range of styles are exhibited and include paintings, sculp-
ture and photography. The foyers and lower level feature permanent exhibits of Ancient Ships,
Egyptian Sandstones and Ancient Fossil Relics. The Museum also provides a venue for meet-
ings, workshops and cultural programs.
Mission Statement: One of ten museums around the country, the Karpeles Museum is dedicat-
ed to the preservation and exhibition of original manuscripts from all periods of world history. 
Hours: Tue- Fri, 10 am- 3 pm; Sat, 10 am- 4 pm
Admission: Free 

JACKSONVILLE MUSEUMS
Jacksonville museums have much to offer the community. We’ve gathered together information on these local 

treasures and what you’ll fi nd there--from art programs to rental spaces and cafes to kid’s days.

Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens
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MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
333 North Laura St., 366-6911, www.moca.org

MOCA Jacksonville primarily collects work from 1960 to the present. The Museum’s
permanent collection currently consists of almost 800 works of ar t, including painting, print-
making, sculpture, and photography. Non-permanent exhibitions rotate with an emphasis on
Modern and Contemporary Ar t. Beginning January 21- April 4 they will be exhibiting Life as 
a Legend: Marilyn Monroe. For a ar t local spin on things, visit the gallery located adjacent to
the Museum Store. It’s an informal display space intended to offer an exhibition and sales op-
por tunity to emerging local and regional ar tists in a high visibility downtown setting. Two ar tists 
exhibit simultaneously throughout the season. Tours are available Tuesday through Friday 1:30 
pm- 4 pm. Teacher-led student group tours are free with advance reservation. Inquiries should
be directed to 366-6911 x 212. All inquiries for facility rental should be directed to the Manager 
of Special Events, Carolyn Brass. She can be reached at 366-6911 x 223. Indoor spaces can
accommodate up to 800 guests and they even have a 25 seat theater for performances. Visit 
their museum store for some super gifts, ar t, original jewelry and ar t-oriented toys for kids. 
Finish up with a bite at the fabulous Cafe Nola, headed up by Chef Kathy Collins (a grad of Le
Cordon Bleu). 
Mission Statement: The Museum of Contemporary Ar t Jacksonville, a non-profit, visual ar ts
educational institution, is a cultural resource of the University of Nor th Florida and serves the 
community through exhibitions, collections, educational programs, outreach and publications
designed to enhance an understanding and appreciation of modern and contemporary ar t with 
par ticular emphasis on works created after 1960.
Hours: Tue, Weds, Fri, Sat, 10 am- 4 pm; Thurs- 10 am- 8 pm; Sun- Noon, 4 pm; Ar twalk, 4
pm- 9 pm 
Admission Costs: Adults/$8, Seniors (60 years and older)/$5, Military (with current ID)/$5,
Students (with current ID)/$5 (Free for college students with current ID Tuesday- Friday, 1:30- 
4 pm) UNF Students (with current ID) Free, Children under 2/free, MOCA Jacksonville mem-
bers/free. Free Wednesday evenings for Ar twalk (5- 9 pm). Sundays free for families. Children
under the age of 18 and accompanying adults are free.

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE & HISTORY 
1025 Museum Cir., 396-MOSH, www.themosh.org

MOSH houses eight core exhibits: The Body Within which explores the fascinating world
of anatomy and physiology using fun, family friendly interactive elements; Water Worlds, about
Florida’s unique aquatic systems; The Florida Naturalist’s Center houses MOSH’s live collection
of mammals, reptiles and birds native to Florida; KidSpace, designed for pre-school aged chil-
dren, interprets Jacksonville’s ecosystem and natural settings using a hands-on water play area
and a simulated treescape; JEA Aqua Expo investigates the ear th’s water supply; Currents of
Time on Florida history; Atlantic Tails on oceanic mammals and lastly the Hixon Native Cour t-
yard in an outdoor interpretive area that includes native plants and pond life. Its most beloved
resident is Tonca, an alligator snapping tur tle. The MOSH also includes a fun-filled gift shop
with educational toys and souvenirs. 

The new temporary exhibit is the A-Mazing Sea. It will be on display at MOSH January
30- May 2. A-Mazing Sea leads the visitor inside a fully interactive environment featuring five
Experience Galleries filled with interactive elements. Children will be able to crawl into a sea
tur tle shell and walking through a whale’s mouth, bringing unique and powerful perspective to 
learning about the ocean and sea life. Scenes of Dinosaurs will be coming to the MOSH in the
Summer of 2010. Check their website for info on lectures, classes, booking bir thday par ties, 
seasonal camps, roof-top rentals and more. 
Mission Statement: MOSH stimulates the joy of learning for visitors of all ages in science, as-
tronomy and the history of the region.
Hours: Mon- Fri, 10 am- 5 pm; Sat, 10 am- 6 pm; Sun, 1 pm- 6 pm
Admission: Adults/$10, kids 3- 12 years/$8, military & seniors/ $8.50
Membership Info: $55/Individual, $65/Family, $75/Family Plus, $85/Deluxe Family, $150/Pa-
tron, $250/Benefactor, $500/Grand Benefactor 

Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach
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RITZ THEATRE AND MUSEUM
829 N. Davis St., 632-5555. www.ritzlavilla.org 
 The ar t that adorns the museum’s gallery exhibit hall is a blend ar tistic expres-
sions spanning the African Diaspora from painting to sculpture, textiles to woodcuts, 
mixed media to installation pieces and much more. Lift Ev’ry Voice in the museum’s 
permanent collection celebrating the legacy of Jacksonville’s native sons James Wel-
don Johnson and John Rosamond Johnson. Current exhibit Through Our Eyes 2009: 
Each One Teach One- The Ar tist as Mentor through July 30. Through Our Eyes 2009 
Workshop Series (11 am- 1 pm). 
Mission Statement: The mission of the Ritz Theatre and Museum is to research, 
record and preserve the material culture and present in an educational or enter taining 
format, the many facets of African American life in Nor theast Florida and the many 
facets of life across the African Diaspora that make up the historical and cultural 
legacy of this community.  
Hours: Tue- Fri, 10 am- 6 pm; Sat, 10 am- 2 pm; Sun, 2 pm- 5 pm 
Admission: Adults/$6; Children, Students and Seniors/$3

Ritz Theatre and Museum, photo by Craig O’Neal
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EU: How would you describe your 
work? 
Dolf James: The series I have 
just fi nished deals primarily with 
remembrances. The structures include 
a background, or monolith, and in 
most cases a chair. The chairs emerge 
from the monolith so that only a 
portion is exposed. They are intended 
to be partial visions, just a whiff 
of some past place or occurrence. 
The viewer can see a glimpse of 
something from their own past and 
place themselves in a situation that 
may have been similar. The chairs 
have interesting and distinctive patinas 
that speak about their history and 
brings life to the vision. The chair is 
presented “out of context” and placed 

in a compositional structure with the monolith that ask the viewer to use more than just the 
standard visual positive and negative planes to solve the problem. We tend to place ourselves or 
somebody in the chairs, adding an emotional element that can also be used in the composition. 
Facing forward is more inviting and positive or perhaps aggressive. The back of the chair signifi es 
facing away, a negative or void to be fi lled. These create new positive and negative energies 
imposing a new axis which can then be layered with the purely visual architectural composition. 
 
EU: Where else have you shown your work in Jacksonville thus far and how does it compare 
to simply selling from your working studio in Riverside?
DJ: Galleries are very important but I enjoy having people come by the studio. It is much more 
exciting for me because I have all my materials, partial structures, color studies and concept 
sketches spread out amongst all the parts and pieces of ongoing projects. This way I have all 
these visual tools to use in explaining where I am going and what I am trying to do. It’s like 
having the history of my thought process lying around in little piles. It is the journey that is most 
important and I think people really want to see that. The fi nal piece of art means so much more if 
you understand the creative concept it is a result of. 
 
EU: Tell me about your new pieces.
DJ: My new series is more an exercise in a different aspect of my art. More just raw visual 
results. The attempt is to get as close to the creative result of an imposed compositional problem 
as possible. The preliminary studies start with two boundaries for the process, a 12” by 12” 
square and a letter of the alphabet. I am gathering as much material to be used as I can and the 
inventory continues to grow but to start I have wood, paper, metal, wire, different paints and glues 
and any combination of color, shape and texture I can create from these materials. Each piece 
starts with the 12” by 12” box and the letter, and evolves from there as shapes and textures are 

added. As the process moves through the alphabet my growth in dealing with the compositional 
problem will be evident as the shapes change and emerge in different results. Should be very 
interesting to see how the creative process grows and matures when applied to basically the 
same set of problems over and over again. I will be left with a visual record of the steps along 
the way. 
  This is a prelude to a series of much larger works that will use this growth, and the 
discoveries in materials used, to produce much more complex pieces. That series will not have 
the imposed restrictions but will be free to grow organically to any shape and size. The mental 
exercise will be how to solve the compositional problem presented by the combination of the fi rst 
two pieces I chose, and then follow all the way through until I decide the exercise has come to a 
conclusion. 

EU: Have there been any specifi c occurrences in your life that inspired this series?
DJ: Not a specifi c experience, more of an ongoing one. The best art works I see are the ones that 
give you a sense of peering into the mind of the artist. You feel you are experiencing their creative 
center and seeing it as it happens. When I daydream, or just get lost in my thoughts, I end up in 
a place where there is a sculpture under constant construction. The parts move in and out, are 
added and subtracted. Voids are fi lled and others are opened up. I can slow the work down or 
speed it up. Stop it and change a piece and then let it start back again, adding and moving and 
evolving. This is my creative center and this is where I want to be so my attempt is to bring this 
to reality as best I can. 
 
EU: Are there any Jacksonville artists you particularly admire or draw inspiration from?
DJ: Absolutely! I am constantly meeting new artists I want to learn from. My studio is next door 
to Jim Draper’s studio. He is a remarkable resource that I have the pleasure of tapping on a daily 
basis, a privilege I am extremely thankful for. Talking with David Ponsler about his art while in 
his studio is an experience every artist should have. David’s grasp of his medium and design 
concept is humbling in its clarity. I often think about conversations Mark Estlund and I have had 
and try to keep in touch with what my art is saying. Zac Freeman’s work is incredibly interesting. 
I love talking to Christina Foard about her concepts for giving a large series of works a coherent, 
meaningful voice and how that affects the art. Dennis Campay’s art is very appealing to me 
because of the architectural aspects in his paintings. Every artist has a different approach to 
reaching their creative process. Learning how they accomplish their innovation may give me 
another angle of insight into my own. I want to meet as many as possible. 
 

 Right now the Jacksonville based artist and his wife Anna live close to Fernandina. They 
designed and built a house there on the water six years ago. “We love it. For us it is a magical 
place,” says Dolf. He welcomes artists and the public alike to visit him at his studio at 1512 
King Street in Riverside. He’s also showing at the downtown Southlight Gallery on the corner of 
Laura and Forsyth. He’s thrilled to be a vital part of the creative core in this up-and-coming city. 
You can see his thoughts online at 3rdboxdesign.com. The site is a log of works in progress and 
concept sketches that he updates weekly. You can also reach him by e-mail at dolfjames@gmail.
com. 
 
 

HE LIKES TO DESIGN
Dolf – The artist to watch in 2010

BY SHEA SLEMMER
 

or local artist Dolf James, the inspiration for his unique sculptures stems from the fact that he loves to design. 
That truth is clearly evident in the clean lines and careful craftsmanship permeating his creative, off-kilter 
sculptures. His minimalist approach to everyday objects, such as an elementary school chair or wooden 

bar stool, reach into the viewer’s memory and then immediately throw things off-balance through his gravity-defying 
presentation. Dolf says, “The mental exercise is what excites me, fulfi lls me and gets me up in the morning.” And 
consequently, the resulting pieces have a quiet strength that calm and puzzle the viewer simultaneously. 
 Dolf attended the Atlanta College of Art at the High Museum in Atlanta and later transferred to the design school 
at Georgia State University, but his artistic roots came from home. His mother is an artist and ever since he was old 
enough, she would enroll him in classes at local studios or museums. Because of her encouragement, it seems only 
natural that he was able to recognize an opening door while he was on independent study for work redesigning and 
refurbishing classic old wooden sailboats. When an oil company executive saw his projects and offered him a job 
fi nishing the design and construction of the company’s 86 foot yacht in Miami, it was an opportunity too good to pass 
up. “I have been designing one thing or another pretty much ever since,” says Dolf. 
 EU asked Dolf James about Jacksonville artists who inspire him, his latest work and got his thoughts on the studio 
vs. gallery debate.  

F
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JACKSONVILLE GALLERIES

BURRITO GALLERY 
21 East Adams St., 598-2922  
Open Mon 11 am- 3 pm, Tues- Thurs 11 am- 10 pm, Fri 11 am- 12 am, Sat 12 pm- 10 pm
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What would you say you are trying to convey with the 
works you feature? Exhibition of art, mostly local, in a high traffi c casual restaurant-like downtown 
atmosphere. We are not really trying to convey much. We hope that our artists get across whatever they 
desire with their work. We’re just trying to provide a decent wall and good food.
How often do you rotate the work in your gallery? Do you have any events coming up in 2010?   
Quarterly. [As for events] Art Walks. We sometimes have curated events. They are usually driven by a 
party or a project, like Conmoto or an AIGA event.

A TASTE FOR ART
What’s on the menu in local galleries? Obviously 
with a blank-slate, or better yet, “clean plate” 
arena, anything is possible for emerging artists in 
Jacksonville no matter what your favorite cut of art is. 

So where do you go? How do you get in? The way 
I fi gure it, it’s our responsibility as artists to have a 
clear understanding of what we are trying to express, 
and consequently where we fi t in. So, we got the 
skinny from representatives of each gallery.Below 
you will fi nd a little guide to not only the when and 
wheres, but also the how and whys. I suggest medium-
rare.  

by shea slemmer

DOWNTOWN

Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, how should they go about being considered for your 
space? [It’s]mostly [local artists]. First they send a link to their work to Antonio Allegretti at theurban-
core@gmail.com. Please do not send attachments nor bring physical work or actual photos. All partners 
need to approve the work and this takes time as we are usually very busy. If accepted the artist usually 
waits 6 to 12 months. The artist must stay in touch or risk losing their slot.

THE ART CENTER COOPERATIVE INC 
31 West Adams St., 355-1757  
Open Tues- Fri 11 am- 3 pm, Sat by appt 

SOUTHLIGHT GALLERY
www.southlightgallery.com, 100 North Laura St, 358-1002
Tues- Fri 10 am- 2 pm, 6- 9 pm on Art Walk evenings or by appointment 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What would you say you are trying to convey with the 
works you feature? Our primary goal is to present a diverse selection of work from both established and 
emerging local artists at major downtown events. We enjoy interacting with the public and establishing 
connections with art lovers everywhere. Southlight Gallery is a group of visual artists excited about pro-
moting their art to the Jacksonville community. Each of the pieces included are selected by the partici-
pating artist and represents the works they are currently most passionate about. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gallery? The exhibiting artists are choosing the work from 
their own studio inventory so the art displayed is fresh and always changing. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, how should they go about being considered for your 
space? Yes, the artists participating are all local. Southlight Gallery provides an excellent overview of the 
extent and diversity of talent in the Jacksonville area. Please go to www.southlightgallery.com for more 
information. 

STUDIO 106 
2 Independent Drive Suite 106,  (386) 451-4704 
Mon- Fri 11 am- 3 pm 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What would you say you are trying to convey with the 
works you feature? To invoke an emotional feeling about the arts and music. [We try to convey] that 
Jacksonville has great artists living here that are loyal to this city; they are here to stay. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gallery? Do you have any events coming up in 2010? Each 
Month, every Art Walk (The fi rst Wednesday of every month). This is our fi rst monthly opening. The 
Grand Opening is January 6th, which is posted on www.joeythate.org 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, how should they go about being considered for your 
space? Yes. They can email me at joey@joeythate.com 

Matt Allison’s work at Underbelly

graphic by shea slemmer
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WAREHOUSE 8B 
www.wambolt8b.wordpress.com 
1890 Wambolt St Unit 8B, 505-3557
Open for special events only
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What would you say you are trying to 
convey with the works you feature? The primary focus of Warehouse 8B is to be a 
DIY venue for the creative community of Jacksonville. It was started with the intent 
of being a studio space for a small collective of artists, so having a studio that can 
double as a venue was a great bonus. The space is a little rough around the edges. 
It is a warehouse in the industrial shipyards of desolate downtown Jacksonville with 
a concrete fl oor and 30ft ceilings. So the location itself conveys a certain mood. We 
would never try to exclude anyone from our space but I would say that the typical 
clientele of the Warehouse has a certain acceptance for the DIY culture. We all feel 
strongly that art does not need to be showcased in a pristine sterile environment. 
Especially after my work with the Old Library Basement I have learned that the dir ty 
old walls and shop lights tied together with a web of extension cords can create 
an exciting and unique way to showcase art. While we will gladly show classically 
trained artists in our space, we also have no problem showing “lowbrow” amateur 
students trying to make a name for themselves in the city. I have always felt like the 
art community has a large invisible wall that intimidates many people out of ever 
getting involved. Hopefully Warehouse 8B doesn’t convey the same “elitist” ambi-
ance that has almost become synonymous with the art world in big cities. Instead 
I hope to convey a feeling of community and creativity that is hard to fi nd in many 
galleries today. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gallery? Do you have any events com-
ing up in 2010? Warehouse8B has held several concerts and events since its 
opening in the Summer of 2009. However, our fi rst art show will be 01/22/10. So 
currently we have not had any work to rotate. We do plan on having art shows at 
least once a month throughout 2010. The catch is that we are not open for regular 
business hours. Our shows will usually be on display for one night only. That’s it. So 
if you go to every show opening in the space there is very little chance of seeing any 
of the work repeated. January 22 will be the fi rst art show in the warehouse. It will 
feature several of Jacksonville’s favorite painters of the “lowbrow” art scene. Ed-
bot5000, Brian Gray, Joey Temptation, John OBrian, Squid Dust, and several others 
will be showing new work and there may even be a couple live bands. More details 
are in the works. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, how should they go about be-
ing considered for your space? Absolutely! We will be showing artists from many 
different places throughout the year however our heart lies in the Jacksonville art 
scene. While we can’t give every struggling artist a solo show we plan on having 
many open call shows that everyone (and their grandma) are welcome to enter. We 
are always looking for new art and interesting show ideas no matter where they 
come from. Anyone interested should send a brief bio and slides of their work to 
claydoran@gmail.com 

SPACE 229 
229 N Hogan, 354-5959
What is the primary focus of your gallery? Community.
What would you say you are trying to convey with the works you feature? Diver-
sity and creativity within our community.
How often do you rotate the work in your gallery? Once a month 
Do you have any events coming up in the new year? T-shir t show January Art-
walk, I’m Board 4 (skateboard show) February Artwalk
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, how should they go about being 
considered for your space? Yes. Most of our shows are open call.

RIVERSIDE
BOGDA 
1253 McDuff Ave. S 
Open by appointment only 

FIVE POINTS
UNDERBELLY 
www.jaxunderbelly.com, 1021 Park Street, 354-7002
Open Wed- Thurs 3 pm- 10 pm, Fri- Sat 3 pm-12 am 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What would you say you are trying to 
convey to your clientele in regard to the works you feature? The primary focus 
of Underbelly is to showcase local Jacksonville artists in an ever-evolving, “fi ercely 
independent space-between-spaces” as local artist Matt Allison coined it. We are 
interested in conveying a sense of community by involving the artist in having an 
active role in how his or her art is perceived. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gallery? Do you have any events com-
ing up in 2010? We showcase one artist every month and subsequently have an 
opening reception on the First Friday of each month from 6-9pm. More information 
about upcoming events, along with interviews of new artists can be found at www.
jaxunderbelly.com. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, how should they go about being 
considered for your space? We are a local space, owned by locals and for locals. 
Any artist living in Jacksonville is welcome to submit a portfolio. Please contact 
Shea A Slemmer at jaxunderbelly@gmail.com or 354-7002. 

 In an artist’s profi le like this, you might 
expect a simple defi nition what Ian Chase does 
as an artist--so you can say “ah, yes, I under-
stand what he does.” But I can’t say he’s a child 
of Lichtenstein like Mark George, or that he paints 
Florida landscapes like Jim Draper because 
Chase is slippery and he can’t be nailed to a 
particular style. His art can be three dimensional 
sculpture--or it can be a video of three dimen-
sional sculpture. It can be fl at graphics and glass 
with three dimensional elements or it can simply 
be light and color. 
 Acknowledging his diverse mediums and 
styles, Chase calls himself a conceptual artist: 
“You work with whatever medium you feel fi ts the 
concept. So I’m dedicated to concept.” 
 As I speak to him in his studio, Chase is 
almost manically calm. He slouches into relaxed 
sharp angles as he talks about art and his latest 
excursion to Miami’s Art Basel. “The fi rst time 
you go and tentatively feel it out... You go to New 
York or Miami you kind of feel like a bumpkin. 
Everybody’s so beautiful and determined looking, 
going places... in New York they’ve got their black 
pea coats on and in Miami they’re so buff and 
rich and beautiful. I’m human you know,” says 
Chase. But each time, Chase modifi ed his expec-
tations of Art Basel. This time, he knew where to 
go and what to do, but he’d let go of any expecta-
tions. 
 He doesn’t bring his art to Art Basel, 
though other Jacksonville artists such as Mark 
George have been successful hawking their 
wares on the city streets. For four years Chase 
has gone there for the vibe, for the artistic juice. 
He speaks excitedly about some of the “crazy 
parties,” celebrities and interesting work. But he 
talks more about the people. He attended Kehinde 
Wiley’s annual fi sh fry during the festivities. The 
fi sh was even cooked by a Top Chef competitor. 
The party was fi lled to the brim with interesting 
and offbeat celebrities. Scoring an invite to this 
key “underground” Art Basel event is quite a 
coup. Meeting people like Wiley, who’s mainly 
known for painting portraits of contemporary hip-
hop culture with a Renaissance slant (this year he 
sold a portrait of a blood-stained Michael Jack-
son riding a white horse for $175,000), and other 
artists, educated or not, got Chase to talk about 
collaboration--connecting with other artists. “I 
met some real cool people. It just fell into place. 
I met some folks that are going to be really, really 
awesome for what I’m going to do, which is work 
with other people and blow it up nationally.” 
 Chase has been a strange thread in the fab-
ric of Jacksonville’s art scene. Everybody seems 

“I’M DEDICATED TO CONCEPT.”
Ian Chase, a strange thread in the Jacksonville art scene

BY ERIN THURSBY

to know him or know of him. Epicureans here in 
Jacksonville are most likely to know Chase be-
cause of his restaurant, the Fox. On its walls are 
some of the folk art Chase has collected since he 
was 15 years old. The folk art he’s collected isn’t 
just something he’s picked up at auction, he’s 
hung out with the artists. For him, each piece is 
grounded in his relationship with the artist. 
It seems odd then, that such a man would 
ever try to be an art hermit, except that it’s 
what he thought art had to be. “For a long 
time I thought my art should be the opposite 
of...[collaboration], a solitary kind of practice. 
‘This is my mediation; I’m going to be fl oating 
around in my underwear.’ I did that for a long 
time, but the more I started to do the art that 
I want to do, the more I realized that I am that 
person that needs to be around those people and 
I need to incorporate that into my art.” 
 Huge curving neon backlit animal shapes. 
On a TV, an Edwardian bust, changed with hair-
brush, other shapes and tape, spins and spins. 
Chase was responsible for all of these displays 
in various spaces. 
 As of late, Chase’s work has most defi -
nitely been collaborative. His most current proj-
ects have been a collusion of art installation and 
music. During Artwalk, After the Bomb, Baby 
played on the loading dock of the old Hayden 
Burns Library. Behind them was a crazy, organic 
curving mass of reclaimed neon. A drum beat in-
cessantly as neon sign proclaimed “THAI LUNCH 
BUFFET” while lights below it fl ashed. 
 Directing performance art as part of music 
is something he did with After the Bomb, Baby 
and National Dairy. In November, he put a big 
screen visqueen plastic screen up in front of 
National Dairy and hit them with lights from be-
hind for an Artwalk performance. He also gave 
the lead singer spray paint and a knife so that 
she could change the screen herself--painting 
and slashing during the performance. (There 
was even fi re involved). As After the Bomb, Baby 
was also playing that night at the MOCA, at the 
end National Dairy’s set, they deconstructed 
things down to drums and lead a parade from 
the Hayden Burns to the MOCA, where National 
Dairy’s music melded with After the Bomb, Baby. 
A hundred people poured into the museum and 
saw the fl orescent light installation behind ATBB 
as they performed. 
 “If a band wants to enhance their perfor-
mance with visuals, that turns me on,” says 
Chase, “It’s just my way of giving back. I can 
relate to those cats because I was the young 
dude in a band forever and ever.” 
 
 

 (continues on page 12 →)
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FLAT FILE 
www.fl atfi leprojects.com 
The gallery space will be moving soon. More in-
formation to come. 
What is the primary focus of your gallery?What 
would you say you are trying to convey with 
the works you feature?  Flat File provides easy 
access to quality, provocative works or art by 
Jacksonville and Florida artists through our roving 
gallery venues and editioned prints. We hope to 
create a more fi ercely regional arts scene through 
these and other exhibition opportunities including 
our (forthcoming) online exhibition space and the 
Flat File blog. At Flat File, our main goal is to facili-
tate more and easy viewing experiences with art in 
its many manifestations in the hopes that the local 
art scene will continue to grow. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gal-
lery? Do you have any events coming up in 
2010? Flat File Projects in collaboration with 
Roofl ess Records (Miami) will present CINEMA 
SOUNDS #5: JACKSONVILLE, a multimedia event 
featuring live musical scores performed to fi lm 
excerpts projected on the big screen at the 5 
Points Theatre. The event will take place January 
16, 2010 at 11pm. Four local acts will provide 
a soundtrack to a scene from a movie of their 
choosing. The bands have been selected as to 
represent a wide slice of the Jacksonville music 
scene: Civilization, Duval’s premier punk-sludge 
duo; Wudun, dynamic indie-rock; Diamond Hy-
men, lo-fi  electro-pop; and Bright Orange, ambi-
ent/ethereal instrumental. The Cinema Sounds 
Concert Series is founded upon the concept of 
using familiar materials – a movie theater and 
live music – to generate a fresh, novel spectacle. 
In this arrangement, the viewer’s experience of 
the theater space is altered dramatically as the 
powerful, (literally) larger-than-life imagery of a 
movie-house collides with the sonic immersion 
of a rock venue. The opportunity to provide a live 
score presents the selected musicians with cre-
ative parameters for writing and performing brand 
new material. The results are always impressive 
and exciting. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, 
how should they go about being considered for 
your space? Yes, calder.yates@gmail.com 

AVONDALE 

R ROBERTS GALLERY 
www.rrobertsgallery.com  
3606 Saint Johns Ave  (388-1188)
Open Tues-Sat 11am-6pm 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What 
would you say you are trying to convey with the 
works you feature? We strive to present a diver-
sity in art to our patrons and friends in Jackson-
ville.  We enjoy bringing work that is historically 
valid (I.e. Pierre Matisse) as much as we enjoy 
introducing an emerging artist with incredible tal-
ent (Dimelza Broche). Art is meant to connect and 
inspire people. We feel privileged to be the conduit 
for that exchange. [As for what we convey] there 
is no “right” answer -- art is as good as it makes 
your heart sing. Truly. If it speaks to you and 
makes you think a thought you haven’t considered 
lately, then it’s fulfi lling its purpose. We want our 
clients to come and “fall in love” and to enjoy the 

process as much as the painting that hangs in 
their home or offi ce. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gal-
lery? Do you have any events coming up in 
2010? We have an aggressive show schedule for 
2010 which involves frequently re-hanging the 
gallery so that all of our artists receive ample ex-
posure while the Jacksonville community delights 
in the variety. Please see the website for more 
information 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, 
how should they go about being considered 
for your space? Yes, proudly. Jacksonville has a 
tremendous arts community and we are honored 
to be a part of it. We enjoy a mix of local, national 
and international artists. We feel it suits our di-
verse client base around the globe. They can email 
me at heather@rrobertsgallery.com. We conduct 
periodic portfolio reviews and sign only those 
artists that we feel we can actively represent and 
sell. It is a complicated balance and we want to 
promote those that we have commitments with 
while encourage emerging artists. 

CORSE GALLERY & ATELIER
www.corsegalleryatelier.com  4144 Herschel St, 
388-8205, Toll Free (877) 386-8205 
Open Mon- Fri 10 am- 5 pm, Sat 11 am-4 pm 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What 
would you say you are trying to convey with the 
works you feature? We are unique in that we have 
more than one focus...three, in fact. The primary 
focus would be, of course, the art by artists who 
are local, regional and national. Secondary, we 
host painting workshops conducted by artists 
from around the country. Thirdly, we offer custom 
framing. We offer simply the best art in NE Florida. 
We are focusing on carrying the fi nest art from 
artists from all over. We are bringing a new and 
diverse set of artists here for Jacksonville’s col-
lectors. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gal-
lery? Do you have any events coming up in 
2010? We love to keep the gallery fresh by rotat-
ing works frequently. It sometimes is hard to get 
fresh works from artists, so we try to keep tons 
on hand. We are fi nishing up hosting the presti-
gious Oil Painters of America’s Eastern Regional 
Juried Exhibition, which is on exhibit thru 12/22. 
Next year we have tons happening. Allison Wat-
son, local artist, moves to our gallery and we will 
have a welcoming reception for her 1/22. Alice 
Williams comes to the gallery in February for a 
sold-out painting workshop. We will have a large 
exhibit opening 3/11 called “Three Women” featur-
ing works by Alice Williams, Barbara Flowers and 
Anne Neilson. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, 
how should they go about being considered for 
your space? Yes, we represent many great local 
artists. If an artist wants to be considered, they 
can go to my website, www.corsegalleryatelier.
com, and go to the page called Artists Submis-
sions. 

AVONDALE GALLERY
www.theavondalegallery.com  
3545 Saint Johns Ave, 389-6712 
Open Mon- Sat 10 am- 5 pm 

KENT GALLERY, FLORIDA STATE 
COLLEGE
www.fccj.org 
3939 Roosevelt Blvd, 381-3400

“Evening Chat” by Riverin at R Roberts

“Tuscan Sun” by Allice Williams at Corse
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SAN MARCO
STELLERS GALLERY SAN MARCO 
1409 Atlantic Blvd, 396-9492, (800) 642-5716 
Open Tues- Fri 10 am- 6 pm, Sat 10 am- 3 pm 

GALLERY FRAMERY
www.galleryframery.com 
1718 Hendricks Ave, 398-6255
Open Mon- Fri 10 am-6 pm, Sat 10 am- 4 pm 

GALLERY 1037 AT REDDI-ARTS 
1037 Hendricks Ave, 398-3161 
Mon- Fri 8:30 am- 6 pm, Sat 9:30 am- 6 pm, Sun 
1 pm- 5 pm 

EUROPEAN ART GARAGE 
www.europeanartgarage.com 
3821 Hendricks Ave, 399-2773
Open by appointment only 

  

BEACHES 

J. JOHNSON GALLERY 
www.jjohnsongallery.com 
177 4th Ave N (Jacksonville Beach), 435-3200 
Open Tues- Fri 10 am- 5 pm, Sat 12 pm- 5 pm 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What 
would you say you are trying to convey with the 
works you feature? J. Johnson Gallery focuses 
on established and mid-career artists who have 
earned recognition on both the national and inter-
national level. Our selection of contemporary art 
often challenges clients to think outside of their 
normal range of comfort, but they appreciate be-
ing exposed to work typically found only in cities 
like New York or Miami. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gal-
lery? Do you have any events coming up in 
2010? We hang four exhibitions from September 
to June (and are available by appointment in the 
summer months.) The Cecilia Paredes exhibition 
closes on January 8, then installation of a group 
show of Chinese artists will be underway. The 
gallery reopens on Friday, February 5 from 6- 8 
pm with “Contemporary China.” This opening has 
been designed as a benefi t for the Cultural Council 
of Greater Jacksonville and guests are welcome 
to attend with a $20 cash donation at the door 
to the Cultural Council. Not only is the show fan-
tastic, but there will be a few fun surprises at the 
opening that guests will really enjoy. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, 
how should they go about being considered for 
your space? Although I am a strong proponent of 
supporting local- not just when acquiring art, but 
in everyday shopping needs- we are a sales gal-
lery that focuses on internationally and nationally 
recognized artists, not emerging local artists. 
That being said, occasionally we happen across a 
local artist that catches our eye like Zac Freeman. 
He does incredible things with discarded objects, 
making life-like portraits out of junk, and we were 
exceptionally impressed when we fi rst saw his 
work. But local art isn’t a part of the gallery’s 
mission statement. There are many other galleries 
in Jacksonville that do a wonderful job showcas-
ing local talent. 

THE ARTISTREE GALLERY
www.theartistree.com  
725-5 Atlantic Blvd, 434-2185 
Open Tues- Sun 1- 9 pm 

from the artist their latest creations. Every day we 
are apt to hang new work, so our gallery space 
is evolving every day. We have several ideas for 
shows in the works but are still in the planning 
stages so we will have to keep you updated on 
upcoming events! 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, 
how should they go about being considered 
for your space? We are very proud to represent 
dozens of extremely talented local artists including 
Dennis Campay, Jim Draper, Enrique Mora, Henry 
Von Genk, Suzanne Magee, Steve Williams, John 
Bunker, and Gretchen Ebersol, just to name a few! 
All work represented by the gallery is juried for ap-
propriateness based upon: quality, subject matter, 
critical relevance, price, marketability, professional-
ism and an artist’s career development with rela-
tion to the particular needs of the gallery at a given 
time. The best way to introduce your work to our 
gallery is to send us an email with your credentials 
and resume as well as fi ve to ten attached images 
that best represent your work. At that point, if we 
think there is a possibility that your work might be 
a good fi t for the gallery, we will arrange a time for 
you to bring in a sample of your work so that we 
can view it in person. 

CASA BELLA GALLERY 
510 Shetter Ave. (Jacksonville Beach), 553- 7135
Open Mon- Sat 10 am- 5 pm 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What 
would you say you are trying to convey with 
the works you feature? During these challenging 
times in our economy, I wanted to be able to offer 
Jacksonville the opportunity of owning original fi ne 
art at an affordable price. We invite viewers to stop 
by Casa Bella Village to enjoy the gallery as well 
as other businesses, including a tea room. Casa 
Bella Gallery will be a working gallery after the 
fi rst of the year so the guests of the village will be 
able to view work in progress. In addition, we have 
plans for the gallery to serve as a vehicle in which 
to give back to those in need in the Jacksonville 
area through various programs and events. Owner 
and resident artist, Susan Woodburn, has been the 
recipient of various awards and has shown her art 
in galleries in North Carolina and Florida. Susan’s 
bold impressionistic style is refl ected in a wide 
range of subject matters – Floral, Still Life, Land-
scapes, Interiors and Figurative. Working primarily 
in oils, Susan is able to dramatically capture color 
and light with powerful composition. “When a col-
lector is drawn to one of my paintings, I would like 
it to convey a joyful expression evoking a treasured 
feeling of warmth and emotion”, says Susan. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gallery? 
Do you have any events coming up in 2010? 
Since we will be a working artist gallery we will be 
able to rotate work on a continual basis. Yes, we 
have many exciting and unique events planned for 
2010. Casa Bella Gallery will be hosting a number 
of accomplished artists as well as utilizing their 
talents in giving back to organizations in the greater 
Jacksonville area. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, 
how should they go about being considered for 
your space? Yes, we are currently featuring a lo-
cal Ponte Vedra artist, Mona Lisa Hugghins. She 
works in oils as well as beautiful porcelain art. 
They should email me at susanwoodburn@com-
cast.net or call 904-553-7135. 

ARCHWAY GALLERY & FRAMING 
www.archwaygalleryandframing.com 
363 Atlantic Blvd Suite 2, 249-2222)
Open Mon- Fri 10:30 am- 6 pm, Sat 11 am- 4 pm 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What 
would you say you are trying to convey with the 
works you feature? The focus of Archway Gallery 
is to provide a variety of quality art at a wide range 
of prices and also to give local artist a venue for 
showcasing their art. We feel it’s important to 
support and buy local original art. Our art features 
scenes predominately from the local area in ad-
dition to abstract, folk art, wildlife, photography, 
and 3-D art. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gal-
lery? Do you have any events coming up in 
2010? Our feature wall rotates each month, and 

What is the primary focus of your gallery? What 
would you say you are trying to convey with 
the works you feature? The primary focus for 
the gallery is to showcase local and international 
emerging artist and existing prolifi c artists. My 
work is conveyed by using recycled materi-
als such as historical lime based and natural 
Marmorino Venetian Plaster in the artwork and 
promotes green products I use in my faux paint-
ing such as woodgraining, Marbling and Venetian 
plaster offering decorative Abstracts with color 
palettes that easily suit any space. These pieces 
are sold to interior designers and Builders. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gal-
lery? Do you have any events coming up in 
2010? I rotate the artwork in the Gallery every 
month. We just had a fashion show and hope to 
have more in the coming year. Upcoming events 
include a MOCA sponsored studio tour in April 
and an unveiling of one of my commissioned 
pieces that is raising money for the Catty Shack, a 
habitat for tigers and lions on the Northside. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, 
how should they go about being considered for 
your space? Yes. All artists are considered by 
William Meyer, willy@theartistree.com, and juried 
by resident artists in the gallery. 

THE CULTURAL CENTER AT PONTE 
VEDRA BEACH 
www.ccpvb.org  
50 Executive Way (Ponte Vedra), 280-0614
Open Mon- Fri 9 am- 5 pm, Sat 1:30 pm- 4:30 pm 

STELLERS GALLERY PONTE VEDRA 
240 A1A North, Suite 4 (Ponte Vedra) 273-6065
Mon- Fri 11 am- 6 pm, Sat 11 am- 3 pm 
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What 
would you say you are trying to convey with 
the works you feature? Our vision is to place 
quality works increasing the accessibility of fi ne 
art, while maintaining the integrity of our talented 
artists.  We focus on guiding and educating clients 
in their selection and offer professional consulta-
tion with stylized creativity. Our goal is to introduce 
our clients to the vast possibilities of art. We are 
a full service gallery offering a diverse collection 
of original art, limited edition reproductions, and 
sculpture.  The gallery currently represents emerg-
ing Southeastern artists, as well as nationally and 
internationally recognized artists. We aim to rep-
resent an array of artistic styles, from traditional 
to contemporary. Artists’ mediums vary from oil, 
acrylic, watercolor, pastel, encaustic and various 
printmaking techniques. 
How often do you rotate the work in your gal-
lery? Do you have any events coming up in 
2010? Since we consign all of artwork from the 
artist, we are continually updating our collection. 
We do not own any of the artwork so we have 
complete freedom to return works that might not 
be getting as much interest as others and receive 

select pieces are here for a period of three months, 
but are arranged differently each month to have 
a different look almost every time anyone comes 
through the door. Some of the events coming next 
year are the Jacksonville Coalition of Visual Arts 
show Jan 21st. - Lois Newman Watercolorist 
Show May 20th - Beach Gallery Tour April and Sep-
tember, Dates TBA - North Beaches Art Walk Open 
House Every Third Thursday of Each month. 
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists? If so, 
how should they go about being considered for 
your space? Most of our artists are local or from 
the surrounding Northeast Florida area. Archway 
Gallery has been very fortunate to have many tal-
ented artists from this area. If you are interested in 
showing in Archway Gallery, please call 249-2222 
for an appointment. 

FIRST STREET GALLERY 
www.fi rststreetgalleryart.com 
216-B 1st Street (Neptune Beach) 241-6928
Open Mon- Sat 10 am- 6 pm, Sun 11 am- 5 pm 
 

SOUTHSIDE 

FOGLE FINE ART & ACCESSORIES 
3312 Beach Blvd  (296-1414)
Open Tues- Fri 10 pm- 6 pm 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA 
GALLERY 
www.unf.edu/dept/gallery/Home.html
1 UNF Drive, 620-2534
Open Mon- Fri 10 am- 4 pm
What is the primary focus of your gallery? What 
would you say you are trying to convey with the 
works you feature? We’re an educational gallery, 
committed to providing high quality cultural offer-
ings to the University of North Florida community 
as well as the greater Jacksonville metro area. We 
tend to focus on regional artists in order to ex-
pose the artistic diversity on the South. The exhi-
bitions at the UNF Gallery of Art are directed pri-
marily at UNF students so the exhibitions tend to 
be diverse in medium and style. I strive to choose 
exhibitions that have an educational aspect to 
them that is attractive to both the art student as 
well as the students without an art background.
How often do you rotate the work in your gal-
lery?  Do you have any events coming up in the 
New Year? There is typically a new exhibition ev-
ery month of the academic year.  There are three 
upcoming exhibitions at the UNF Gallery of Art. In 
January we have an exciting exhibition of work by 
18 book artists.  The work will cover various book 
binding techniques and pop up books. In February 
Scott Betz is the feature artist. He is a professor 
from the University of Winston Salem. In April the 
Senior Annual will be held. This exhibition focuses 
on the Art Departments graduating seniors.
Do you exhibit local Jacksonville artists?  If so, 
how should they go about being considered for 
your space? Absolutely. Artists can send their 
portfolio to the gallery care of the Director.

SOUTH GALLERY AT FLORIDA 
STATE COLLEGE 
11901 Beach Blvd, 646-2023
 

MANDARIN
ALFORD STUDIO & GALLERY 
11111 San Jose Blvd #70, 398-5788
Open Mon-Fri 10am- 4pm 
 

ORANGE PARK
BARNETT’S ART & FRAME GALLERY 
www.barnettsartgallery.com 
2025 Blanding Blvd, 384-3475
Open Mon- Fri 9 am- 6 pm, Sat 10 am- 3 pm 

J. Johnson Gallery

“Call of Reservations” by Dennis 
Campay at Stellers Gallery PVB
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PLAZA

CLEANERS
SHIRTS

$1.19
PANTS

$1.95
Alterations • Dry Cleaning

Laundry • Shoe Repair

762-0887762-0887
1052 University Blvd. N.

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

(Across from Town & Country Plaza)

 If you’re anything like me, you appreciate ar t but possess the ability to render only the most 
basic images in any recognizable fashion. Not that that has ever stopped us from doodling or 
fantasizing about creating something that people ooh and ahh at. 
 The cool thing about ar t is that you don’t have to be an ar tist to do it. It’s not like being a 
doctor. You can’t walk in off the street, don some scrubs and star t performing surgery. But that 
doesn’t mean ar t isn’t hard, it just means you can practice it untrained without maiming or killing 
anyone. 
 However, a little training may be just what it takes to unlock that dormant spark of ar tistic 
genius within us. You or I could be the next Andy Warhol with the right motivation, right? But for 
now, we’re hobbyists which means ar t school is out of the question. For tunately for us there are 
options, and in this case alternatives, but they are plenty and your time is precious so allow me 
to do the leg work and you can decide for yourself where you belong. 
 Let’s star t with something simple like drawing. Everybody has drawn at some point in their 
life, if but a doodle, and lately I’ve been hearing some buzz in the Twitterverse about a figure 
drawing class that goes by the name of Dr. Sketchy’s Anti-Ar t School. 
 When attending Dr. Sketchy’s for the first time, it helps to be prepared. First there is the 
tiny matter of admission. A modest seven dollars gets you in, but bringing your own sketchbook 
knocks the price down to five. Arriving early is essential as the Sinclair fills up much quicker 
than you’d expect on a Wednesday night. Early birds get the best seats in the house at a table 
covered in candy and drawing tools while latecomers are forced to mount bar stools and balance 
their pads on their laps. Your promptness will also allow you to attain the level of inebriation 
necessary to lure you out of your shell. This step is essential as you will be ripped from said 
shell otherwise while par ticipating in this class. A handkerchief might come in handy as well 
- it’s not polite to drool. 

HOW TO SURVIVE DR. SKETCHY’S 
ANTI-ART SCHOOL 

by jack diablo

 And drool you will as long as buxom tattooed ladies in burlesque costume is your thing, 
and whose isn’t? But keep it together, we’re making ar t here! The first round of drawing involves 
a series of ten one-minute poses that serve as a warm-up. Don’t be a dummy like me and try to 
reproduce every detail, there’s no time! Stretch your fingers and arm muscles by sketching the 
basic form or concentrating on a specific area. Trying to do it all in such a shor t period of time 
will only frustrate you. And there’s plenty more pencil time so stop worrying, ya turkey! 
 Between each costume change, your flamboyant host and hostess see that your idle 
hands are distracted with various forms of enter tainment. You can expect singing, blindfolded 
drawing contests and some harsh criticism. But don’t be discouraged because the only house 
rule at this par ty (I mean, class) is “When the ar t stinks, the bar buys drinks!” Test tubes full of 
complimentary sake are then distributed amongst the crowd to get the ar tistic juices flowing. 
Take the shots, you’ll need ‘em. 
 The rest of the evening consists of more posing for increasingly longer sittings. Now it’s 
time to work on those details. I noticed some of my peers taking digital photographs of their 
favorite poses which they could later go back to and use to finish what they had star ted on. Not 
a bad idea if you plan on doing some sketching in your free time. 
 Possibly the most important thing to keep in mind during your first visit to Dr. Sketchy’s is 
that you won’t leave an ar tist. The truth is, if you haven’t spent much time honing the skill, you’ll 
be lucky to walk away with something remotely resembling the human form. Keep at it and you 
just might get there but that won’t be why you keep coming back. You’ll be back next month and 
the month after that because it’s just that much fun! 
 Dr. Sketchy’s Anti-Ar t school is held the second Wednesday of the month at the 
Sinclair and you can get updates by signing up for the Sinclair’s twitter at http://twitter.com/
TheSinclairJax.
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THE ART CENTER 
The Ar t Center is a Downtown gallery and ar t community rolled into one, so it 
shouldn’t be surprising that they occasionally offer classes. On February 13th, 
they’ll hold a Drawing Workshop from 10 am to 3 pm, introducing the basics with 
local ar tist Richard Jones. The fee is $80. Contact the instructor at 248-2290 or 
rj6971@bellsouth.net. 
 
CULTURAL CENTER AT PONTE VEDRA BEACH 
On January 23rd, the Cultural Center has a workshop on Photoshop taught by 
Victoria Bradbury, MFA in Electronic Integrated Ar ts. The cost is $135 for non-
members. In February they have a series on Abstract Painting on the 5th, 6th and 
7th from 10 am- 4 pm with a break for lunch. The cost is $365 for non-members. 
For classes, workshops and their open studio schedules go online at www.ccpvb.
org or call 280-0614. 
 
CUMMER MUSEUM 
Painting Basics classes for adults are offered in six week long sessions each 
Wednesday at 5pm. Costs are $168 for members, $188 for non-members and $84 
for active docents. There’s a Drop-in class each week for the kiddies on Tuesdays 
at 5 pm and 6 pm (first-come first served). They also offer other child-oriented ar t 
classes throughout the year, ranging in price from about $5 to $20. Seniors and 
young adults also have their own list of classes available. For the complete scoop, 
head to their website at www.cummer.org or call 355-0630 for more info. 
 
EUROPEAN ART GARAGE 
The great par t about European Ar t Garage is that they offer classes consistently 
(each week, Saturdays 11 am for kids, 2 pm for adults) and you can opt to just 
take one class ($28) rather than a series. These classes aren’t as focused on 
par ticular mediums for weeks at a time, but you will get instructor attention. You 
can also get private lessons for $95 an hour. Go to their website to check them out 
at www.europeanar tgarage.com.
 
MOCA 
The MOCA’s par tnership with UNF means that the MOCA’s spring weekend 
workshops will be headed by actual ar t teachers. Courses available will be Digital 
Imaging, Collage Design, Distilling the Figure, Bookbinding and more. For more 
information please contact Allison Galloway at agalloway@mocajacksonville.org 
or 366-6911 x 207. 
 
REDDI-ARTS 
Reddi-Ar ts on the Southbank will not only supply you with your canvases, they’ll 
also teach you how to fill them. Each is taught as a series. Figure Drawing is on 
Saturdays, Acrylic Painting is on Wednesdays and Beyond the Brush, a class that 
incorporates creative use of found materials, meets on Thursday mornings. Check 
out their full schedule online at www.reddiar ts.com. Average cost is about $100-
$200 per block of classes. 
 
RITZ THEATRE AND MUSEUM 
The Ritz has a few interesting workshops coming up: a silk screen multi-media 
workshop in March (interestingly they ask that you bring a syrofoam plate, non-
crumpled paper bags and a “dead” ball point pen) and a workshop in January that 
will teach you how to make new things from old-kitchen utensils. Call for more 
info at 632-5555. 
 
YES YOU CANVAS! 
If you are convinced that you have no ar tistic talent whatsoever, but you’d like 
to paint something anyway and you don’t want to be totally frustrated by the 
process, there’s Yes You Canvas in a shopping center at San Jose and University. 
It’s not paint by numbers, but it’s a fun and easy class that can help build 
confidence and you’ll actually leave with a passable work of ar t--even if you’re 
hard pressed to draw a straight line. It’s $35 for adults and they have kid’s classes 
for $20. Call 993-9047 or go online at www.yesyoucanvas.com.

ART CLASSES
 

Our issue of Artsonville might just put you in a creative mood. 
While you can groove along at home, charcoal and paper 
in hand, we thought you might want a run down of some of 
the art classes available to start the New Year, but aren’t 

necessarily part of a college curriculum.
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In today’s poor economy, you might expect the general lack of disposable income would 
discourage ar tists and musicians, forcing them into “real jobs” and leaving them with no time 
to do what they love. Here in Jacksonville, our ar tists seem not only unconcerned by whether 
or not the economy hinders their ar t production, but encouraged to create more than ever be-
fore in unconventional and innovative ways.

One group of undiscouraged ar tists are making the best of the faltering economy by tak-
ing advantage of cheap rent and establishing an ar t collective off of Jacksonville’s beaten 
path. From the outside, 8B is a generic warehouse in the shadow of the Matthew’s Bridge on
an unfrequented side-street in the Tallyrand por t district. But inside are some of the most avid 
pioneers of ar t in our great city. Inside we meet Clay Doran, Chad Coble and Joey Temptation, 
three ar tists with their own unique style and medium.

“We all use the space a little differently,” says Clay. “I paint monsters for Squid Dust and 
I beat up/destroy/paint abstract paintings under my real name. Chad Coble builds crazy sculp-
tures out of railroad spikes, wood, sheet metal and anything else he can morph into a lamp or 
wall fixture. And Joey Temptation prints t-shir ts and paints a wide range of psychos.” In the last 
month, Clay’s focus has been on drawing up t-shir t designs for a couple of our beloved local 
bands including Buff Clout and Chicken & Whiskey as well as working on pieces for the AIGA 
Toy Show that was on December 2nd at 229 Hogan. Joey has been printing shir ts and painting
vintage looking animals while Chad has a giant wire hanger structure in the making.

As far as gallery space, a warehouse may seem like a bizarre choice but for the tenants of 
8B, it beats the alternative. “I had been painting in my bedroom, living room and garage for too 
long,” Clay says. “It’s just a bonus that we can have shows and create a space where almost 
anything goes.” Being away from the distractions of home and not having to worry about spilt 
paint surely assists in the creation of the “lowbrow” ar t coming out of 8B. Now equipped with 
large rolling walls, the space can be transformed from a production spot into a gallery or music
venue in mere minutes. 

While most ar tists tend to prefer solitude when painting, they’re missing out on the
creative energy and the sense of community that comes with working alongside your peers.
“Brainstorming projects with someone from a different perspective really helps you come up 
with original ideas that probably would never happen if you were just stoned in a bedroom try-
ing to think of something to paint,” explains Clay. “The access to knowledge of different tools 
and mediums really encourages you to step outside of your comfor t zone and create new excit-
ing work.” The enthusiasm and creativity that these three ar tists possess is apparent both in 
their work and in the productions they put on.

Up until now, they’ve only been host to live music performances, but they’ve scheduled 
their first ar t show for January 22nd. So to all you ar t devotees, I suggest you keep 8B on your 
radar and expect nothing less than excitement from what comes out of this spot.

Ar tist Nancy Iris, whose professional name is Niris, has done, seen and experi-
enced a huge chunk of the human adventure, and her ar t reflects that diversity. “I live 
at the edge of the village,” she says. But from what anyone who gets to know her can 
tell, she is the village. 

Before she became a professional ar tist, Niris was a caterer, a private chef and 
the CFO of a clothing manufacturer. The creative nature of all of these occupations, 
and even her original one in oral surgery, is not lost on her. “I knew I could have been 
really good at [dentistry] and grinding the bones … that was probably the precursor 
to my being a sculptor.” 

Twenty-two years ago, this single mother went out for a loaf of bread and suf-
fered a freak accident. The resulting traumatic brain injury and the cascading effects 
of multiple illnesses and surgeries left her disabled and vir tually bedridden for years. 
“It’s not my nature to be sick or to not accomplish,” Niris says, “so I star ted haul-
ing myself to ar t classes in an attempt to stay happy, accomplish something, learn 
something new… because I couldn’t go back to work.” Her very first class was on 
painting silk scarves. “I touched that dye on that silk and in that minute… my whole 
life changed.” 

Since then, Niris has been a student and teacher of ar t and, as a member of the 
American Society of Interior Designers, a design consultant. In 2005, she left L.A. for 
Jacksonville to be closer to her son and to open Niris Studio™. “It’s the most difficult 
thing I’ve ever done business-wise.” Her sumptuous brochure, website (www.nirisstu-
dio.com) and YouTube videos (www.tiny.cc/NirisVideo1 and www.tiny.cc/NirisVideo2) 
are par t of the results of her hard marketing work. 

Niris specializes in an astounding array of media: oil, silk, acrylic, watercolor, 
mixed media, stone, wood and more. “I’m a taskmaster to myself… I decided to pick 
one medium at a time and get really good at that before I was allowed to go to the 
next thing.” One of her signature types of work is what she calls an “extreme por trait” 
– a por trait of the subject’s personality. “I thought, ‘What would I really have to do 
to make a difference in por traiture?’… And I realized that you really have to paint the 
personality and the spirit of the person because… the only thing that gives us our 
features is this little bit of stuff slapped right on the front.” In order to capture the es-
sence of a person, she gets to know the client, sitting and talking with him, observes 
his mood and mannerisms, and then paints, “from the inside out.” 

“I’ve never had ar tist’s block for a moment in my life,” Niris says. She plans to 
continue painting both extreme and traditional por traits. She will also continue to work 
on You Gotta Have Ballz, her series of paintings that uses the sphere as a central ele-
ment, and on her series of cypress knee sculptures called The Seers. Carving stone 
bookends is something Niris has done in the past, and she would like to do a new 
series of those as well. 

View Niris’ work on her website, on YouTube, at R. Roberts Gallery (www.rrob-
ertsgallery.com), and in her studio by appointment (904-372-4877). 

WAREHOUSE 8B: ART 
UNCONVENTIONALLY

by kalien mcleavy
Jacksonville artist to watch: Niris 

BY ANNA RABHAN

AT THE EDGE OF 
THE VILLAGE
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 The local AIGA chapter here in Jacksonville began twenty years ago and has grown from a 
modest 20 members to over 200 with the hopes of doubling that number over the next few years. 
Through education, community building and networking, they seek to raise awareness of the power 
of design and its value. 
 Membership in AIGA is open to professionals as well as students and pulls from every corner 
of the fi eld. “We’re a community of like-minded people who are all somehow involved in the design 
industry,” says vice-president Karen Kurycki. Members include not only graphic designers, but 
illustrators, photographers and web designers as well. The value of membership in the organization 
varies according to your role in the industry. Former chapter president Russel Quadros compares it 
to a gym membership. “If you don’t go to the gym and you don’t work out, you don’t get any bet-
ter. Membership is what you make of it.” 
 For professionals, it’s all about networking. “I think AIGA is great because it’s a great net-
working resource. I found two jobs at local AIGA events when I met potential employers. Network-
ing isn’t always the easiest to come by and and it’s one of the most helpful resources to have,” 
explains Sean Collins. 
 AIGA holds many events throughout the year geared at simply getting people together to 
foster that sense of community. From social gatherings like the monthly Cocktails & Creatives to 
actual design-focused events, they seek to bring not only designers themselves together but gener-
ate awareness in the public. One recent event involved a face-off between local designers Sean 
Tucker and Russel Quadros in a bout of “spectator graphic design” at Refresh Jacksonville called 
Lightboxing. 
 For students, the education one receives outside of the classroom about the way things really 
work is a boon to their professional development. According to current president Varick Rosete, 
“Students who get involved early get the advantage...We were all in the same place that they were 
and it’s good to have people that you can look up to.” Being involved with an organization like AIGA 
can be an invaluable resource when it comes to job-placement and recommendations. 
 AIGA also works closely with the community with several outreach programs including col-
laborations with HandsOn Jacksonville. Karen calls it “giving back through design.” 
 The organization hosts a mentoring program that pairs professional designers with high 
school students to coach them in the potential future of a career in graphic design. “A lot of high 
school students don’t even know what design really is because they don’t offer it in the schools,” 
Karen says. “We’re letting them know there is a job place for designers,” adds Varick. 
 Those interested in learning more about AIGA and how to become a member should check 
out the Jacksonville chapter’s website at www.aigajacksonville.org. There one can fi nd information 
about AIGA’s mission and the benefi ts of membership as well as a calendar of upcoming events 
including this month’s Cocktails & Creatives at Burrito Gallery on January 14th and the chapter’s 
21-Year Anniversary Celebration on January 21st. 
 

RAISING THE STANDARDS OF DESIGN
AIGA Jacksonville

BY JACK DIABLO

raphic Design may very well be one of the most under-
appreciated industries in the mind of American consumerism. 
We are subjected to so many images over the course of 

our lives that perhaps the sheer volume of such has caused us to 
take for granted the power of well thought-out and effective design. 
Occasionally an image such as Sheperd Fairey’s Obama HOPE poster 
generates enough buzz to cause people to stop and consider just how 
powerful they can be, but for the most part it’s not something the 
average consumer thinks about on a daily basis. Behind every product 
label, every magazine ad, every promotional poster is a designer 
who has put time and effort into creating something eye-catching and 
meaningful. 

  “A big issue I have with the state of the graphic design industry right now is that people 
don’t know the value of great design. They settle for good enough, not great,” says designer Chad 
Landenberger. “If you want good design, you have to be willing to pay for it.” 
 Enter AIGA, an organization whose goal is to raise awareness about the power of design and 
its value in the marketplace and society as a whole. Their mission seems simple enough - “to 
advance designing as a professional craft, strategic tool and vital cultural force” - but in light of 
recent economic troubles, it’s becoming harder for businesses and corporations to appreciate the 
value inherent in quality design work, a fact that makes an organization such as AIGA all the more 
relevant. 
 Perhaps one of the biggest issues facing the graphic design industry is the practice of specu-
lative work, where companies expect to see the fi nished product of a design before remitting pay-
ment. To the outsider it may not seem like a big deal, but many people do not consider the time 
and effort designers put into their craft. Russel cites a powerful analogy he heard at a conference 
on the issue. “It’s like going to a restaurant, ordering three different meals, and only paying for 
the one you enjoyed eating.” In any other industry such practice would be vir tually unheard of. It 
all boils down to the perceived and actual value of the work these professionals do. Taking a fi rm 
stance against spec work is just one of the ways AIGA aims to help graphic designers. 
 AIGA began in 1914 as the American Institute of Graphic Arts, consisting primarily of printers 
and typesetters. As the industry changed, and technology along with it, the organization became 
more focused on graphic designers and in later years, web designers. To refl ect this, in 2005 the 
name was changed to AIGA along with the tagline, “the professional association for design.” 

G
photo by daniel goncalves

photo by daniel goncalves
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 The foundation of fashion is ar t. Both the design and retail aspects of the fashion 
industry must work together to offer an interesting product to the wearer. Without the talent of 
designers to produce garments, there would be no brick and mor tar stores, and without clients 
to purchase said design accoutrement there would be no venue to showcase the fine wares. 
Dare I say that fashion would cease to exist without these ar tists?
 When referring to fashion, I am not talking about just the clothes you wear. I’m talking 
about what a garment represents. A designer gives life to a garment just as a painter puts 
the finishing touches on a masterpiece. Fashion is born from inspiration by the world around 
them. He or she envisions a style, selecting the color palate and fabrics, and then constructs 
the piece, thus creating a perfect garment that will drape a body in just the right way. Although 
it is the designer’s responsibility to produce a garment that is not only sublime in beauty and 
impeccable in fit, it must possesses a singularity wor thy of being hung on the rack of a shop. 
The retailer’s ar t is not only being able to forecast what the next trend will be, but to creatively 
design shop layouts, and curate a space where various designers’ visions mesh well. After 
merchandising is complete, seasons and ideas change and inventory and installations within 
the store must be redone. 

 I look at my store as not just a shop that sells clothing, but an ar t space that is 
constantly evolving and changing. What makes independent boutiques in Jacksonville different 
is the fact that the owners take the time to add the extra details to their shops, creating spaces 
with a personality that mimics it’s owner. 
 The consumer’s desire to be different helps expose one’s personality through the form of 
dress. Because of this trend, the influx of wearable ar t has seen an increase over the past few 
years. There is a backlash forming against purchasing clothing from chains that will give you 
the look of every other suburbia Jane Doe. 
 Please don’t confuse an interest in fashion with being materialistic, nor am I suggesting 
that you must dress head to toe in couture.  Fashion can be bought, but style one must posess. 
Par t of the ar t of fashion is interpreting runway trends in your own way. The mass production 
of dresses available at Forever 21 or the like aren’t nearly as special as a one-off frock you find 
from a smaller, independent label. While you might be able to buy five more dresses at Forever 

21 than if you purchased from a smaller label, it’s quality, not quantity. 
 Any good indie shopper surely knows about Etsy! Etsy.com star ted in 2005 and has 
taken off as a resource for makers of things to parade their wares and as a resource for 
customers to purchase clothing and accessories from independent companies. Ar tists and 
designers from all over the world can easily open a shop on this site to exhibit ones jewelry, 
ironic kids tees or other interesting items. 
 Though Etsy is an incredible resource full of talent, Jacksonvillians are really star ting to 
take interest in suppor ting local, thus nur turing our budding fashion community too. This city 
is full of residents shaping the future of fashion. Nymphette is a homegrown collection that 
is helping pioneer the local design scene. This line marries reconstructed pieces with tulle, 
flir ty vintage florals, retro stripes and perfectly sculpted vintage buttons. Not only is it locally 
designed by Avery Vaughn, but she takes the time to construct each piece by hand. She has 
an eye for how to mix patterns and add a seam in just the right spot to complete a look. Her 
bestselling styles include frilly tube tops and versatile pencil skir ts. I am not easily impressed, 
but at only 19 years old and armed with no professional training, (only sewing lessons from 
her grandmother since her tween years) she bewilders me with her styles. She plans to head to 
fashion school next year and once graduating will be armed with the professional sewing skills 
needed to truly produce a couture collection. One can only hope that she will keep her company 
in Jacksonville and help to inspire the fashion community in Nor th Florida and beyond.  
 A company that I personally would love to see put roots back in Jacksonville is Love 
Brigade. EU has highlighted the talents of this line before, but the beautifully executed Spring 
2010 collection, appropriately titled ‘Going Home,’ is proof that Jacksonvillians have great 
style! Currently based out of Brooklyn, Alyssa Key has a sophisticated and fashion forward, 
yet wearable line. Key, a Jacksonville native, experiments with a blend of fabrics and creatively 
structured styles. Although it may look somewhat basic on the hanger, Love Brigade’s 
pieces flatter the form and the soft details, like mesh strips that are sewn over the bodice or 
coordinating fabric inlays both add little details to make it perfectly finished. Check out the full 
lookbook, shot in Jacksonville with local models, online at www.lovebrigade.com.  
 No fashion statement is complete without some accessories to go with it. Enter 
CircaSixtyThree. This company’s huge stock of un-circulated vintage lucite beads and bangles 
are simply stunning. Danielle Insetta creates bright, colorful necklaces that look practically 
edible. After acquiring the deadstock of 60s and 70s lucite bangles, beads and bits from Best 
Plastics in Rhode Island, Insetta brought the inventory back to Jacksonville. CircaSixtyThree’s 
headquar ters in San Marco serves as the design studio and distribution center, where they ship 
to stores in New York, Japan and London, to name a few. You can visit them online at www.
circasixtythree.com.  
 Looking to add a little style into your bland wardrobe? Buy unique pieces that will still 
be hanging in your closet in ten years. During bad economic times overhaul your closet a little 
at a time, not overnight. Necessity is, after-all, the mother of invention. It forces one to be 
more creative in dress. Buy a couple of key pieces, then go to the thrift store and find some 
fun belts and scarves to update last year’s jersey dress. Don’t be scared to shor ten the hem 
of an outdated skir t or add a cluster of vintage brooches to an Old Navy blazer. Next time you 
are getting dressed, think of yourself as a walking canvas. Take that extra step to add your own 
style, you’ll be happy you did. 

WEARABLE ART
by emily moody 

was thrilled to hear that the January issue of EU would 
be all about art. There’s a renewed energy in the arts 
community that I do not think Jacksonville has seen in 

years, if ever. However, the art of fashion and style is often 
overlooked. Thankfully, the Artsonville issue has given a 
platform for fashion to be acknowledged for its contribution to 
the arts scene. 

I

CircaSixtyThree

Love Brigade
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Jan 6  FIRST WEDNESDAY ARTWALK - COMMUNITY IN 
RHYTHM   Drum and dance along with the Earth Drum 
Community Rhythms Circle at Hemming Plaza. Visit Suite 
106 Gallery, the new gallery in the Jacksonville Landing 
complemented with live music by RICKOLUS, Jessica Pounds 
and S. Leigh Bennett. Don’t miss the opening of Leon Castelli 
Gallery at 108 E. Adams Street. Southlight, an impressive 
collaborative of 25 local ar tists, is located in a high-
profi le space at the corner of Forsyth and Laura. Be at the Main 
Library at 6:30 pm to hear Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra’s 
Peter Wright give a short solo performance preview of the 
upcoming “French Fusion” concert. Check out Dos Gatos, the 
new lounge across from the Florida Theatre where the ar t of 
the cocktail is on full display. The Ivy Ultra Bar is the Offi cial 
After Party. Text “ART” to 72239 to receive one FREE happy 
hour beverage or any Three Olives brand drink. Downtown 
Jacksonville 5-9 pm rain or shine. www.downtownjacksonville.
org or www.DTJAX.org by mobile phone.

Jan 8  FIRST FRIDAY LUNCH BUNCH An opportunity for 
ar tists, actors, dancers, musicians, painters, photographers 
and ar ts enthusiasts to expand your social network. Dine with 
and meet other ar tists and ar ts enthusiasts from Jacksonville 
and the surrounding area. The gathering will be at Clara’s 
at the Cathedral at Saint John’s Cathedral, 256 East Church 
Street from 11am-1pm. 

January 21  ART LECTURE HIGHLIGHTS “LEGENDARY 
FLORIDA” PAINTINGS  Jackson Walker, Artist in Residence at 
the Museum of Florida Art, will give a lively presentation from 
7 to 8:30pm. The talk will focus on the making of his historical 
“Legendary Florida” paintings which depict dramatic scenes of 
Florida’s early struggles, including Oglethorpe’s battle, Drake’s 
raid and the capture of Osceola. St. Augustine Art Association, 
22 Marine St in St. Augustine. Free parking is available on the 
street and behind the Lightner Museum.  Admission is free. 
Reservations are required, 824-2310.

Jan 22 WAREHOUSE 8B Featuring several of Jacksonville’s 
favorite painters of the “lowbrow” ar t scene. Edbot5000, 
Brian Gray, Joey Temptation, John OBrian, Squid Dust and 
more, with live music. 1890 Wambolt St Unit 8B, www.
wambolt8b.wordpress.com

Jan 22  ALLISON WATSON WELCOMING RECEPTION  5-
7pm. Corse Gallery & Atelier, 4144 Herschel St, 388-8205, 
www.CorseGalleryAtelier.com

Jan 22  JOCELYN WINSLOW EXHIBIT  Opening reception 
5-8pm. Exhibit will include sculpture, paintings and 
photography. On display through Feb 6 at Vanderleigh in 
Springfield, 334 E 10th St. 

Jan 26  JAZZ ABZ OPENING AND FAMILY NIGHT  The 
sounds of jazz will fill the museum as visitors experience the 
poetry and pizzazz of the Jazz ABZ exhibition. Enjoy docents 
dressed up as famous jazz musicians, the Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra instrument petting zoo, live music, 
studio activities based on graphic illustration and hot jazz 
tempos. Illustrator Paul Rogers will conduct a gallery walk-
and-talk tour of his works and sign copies of the book Jazz 
ABZ: An A to Z Collection of Jazz Por traits by Paul Rogers. 
FREE. 4 to 9 pm. The Cummer Museum of Ar t & Gardens, 
829 Riverside Ave, www.cummer.org

Jan 30  ART IS ALIVE II  Ar t & Music Showcase presented 
by Joe Vandyke. Over 30 Ar tists’ exhibits for sale and 
display. Freebird Live at 8pm. www.freebirdlive.com

CURRENT & UPCOMING ART 
EXHIBITS

Thru Jan 10  BOTANICAL WATERCOLORS BY JACQUES 
LE MOYNE Sixty-one extraordinary botanical paintings,  
VOYAGES TO THE NEW WORLD: JACQUES LE MOYNE AND 
THEODOR DE BRY Engravings by de Bry based on original 
drawings by Le Moyne, ARTIST RESPONSE: BOTANICALS 
and NEW VIEW: BOTANICALS.  Jan 20 - Aug 8  JAZZ ABZ: 
AN A TO Z COLLECTION OF JAZZ PORTRAITS BY PAUL 
ROGERS  Artist Paul Rogers teamed with legendary jazz 
musician Wynton Marsalis to create the book Jazz ABZ, 
which highlights through poetry jazz greats from A (Louis 
Armstrong) to Z (Dizzy Gillespie).  Each por trait and poem is 
evocative of the par ticular musician’s sound, and each work 
of ar t alludes to song titles, ar tifacts, and other markers of 
the time, including ar tistic references to well-known ar tists 
who were par ticularly inspired by jazz music.  This exhibit 
will also include selected poems by Wynton Marsalis and is 
a must-see for jazz fans and poets of all ages. The Cummer 
Museum of Ar t & Gardens, 829 Riverside Ave, 356-6857  

Thru Jan 12  ELEVATE YOUR SENSES, EXPAND YOUR 
VIEWS AND “WOW” YOUR EXPERIENCE!  Panoramic Birds-
Eye Views of Jacksonville presented in extraordinary work by 

Daniel Lankry’s SkyCam Studio.com. Thru Jan 9  ALMOST A 
LOST ART  By Beaches Billboard Ar tist, Michael Bondanzal. 
Jan16 - Feb 13  A RETROSPECTIVE ON WILLIAM MORGAN 
ARCHITECT  A Harvard graduate and Fulbright Scholar to 
Rome, William Morgan has become internationally known 
for his award winning architecture. Mr. Morgan’s most 
recent book, Earth Architecture from Ancient to Modern, 
demonstrates his knowledge of prehistoric architecture of 
many cultures and his creative use of their design principles. 
Jan 16-March 6  WATERCOLORS BY BUNNY MORGAN  
Bunny Morgan’s subject matter is often based on sketches 
from her on site sketch books from travel trips and from 
on site plain air painting around the beaches. She has a 
published watercolor sketchbook of Native American sites 
called Tag Along.  Enjoy an evening with the Morgans Feb 11 
from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. Beaches Museum & History Center, 
380 Pablo Avenue, Jacksonville Beach, FL. 32250: www.bm-
hc-com. Beaches Museum & History Center, 380 Pablo Ave, 
Jax Beach, 241-5657

Jan 8  MATISSE AND THE MASTERS  R. Rober ts Gallery 
is featuring the works of Matisse and several of the most 
influential ar tists of the 19th century, many of whom drew 
inspiration from one another: Henri Matisse, Pierre Matisse, 
the famed Marc Chagall, Pablo Picasso, Pierre-Auguste 
Renoir and Joan Miró. This exhibition and sale is one of the 
most impor tant Modern Masters collections ever assembled. 
Event receptions, marked by special appearances by Pierre 
Henri Matisse, will be held Sat, Jan 16, 6pm - 8pm, Sun, Jan 
17, 1pm to 3pm and a special children’s reception Sat, Jan 
16, 11am to Noon. RSVP: 388-1188 or info@rrober tsgallery.
com. Events are free to the public. R. Rober ts Gallery, 3606 
Saint Johns Ave.

Thru Jan 16  GLASS EXHIBITION  The extraordinary work 
of glass ar tists Thomas Long, Bill & John Slade, and James 
Stanford.  This exhibition features glass wall installations, 
sculptures, vases and more of all shapes and sizes.
The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach, 50 Executive Way, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, 280-0614.

Jan 22 thru April 4  LIFE AS A LEGEND: MARILYN 
MONROE  This exhibition captures the beauty, sensuality and 
vulnerability of an American icon, who many have described 
as the sexiest woman of the 20th century. Experience the 
spark, sex appeal and sensation of Marilyn Monroe through 
the ar t of Andy Warhol, Christo, Douglas Kirkland, Rober t 
Indiana, Mel Ramos, Richard Avedon, Ber t Stern, Henri 
Car tier-Bresson and many others. This vivid and diverse 
exhibition of 286 objects captures her rise to stardom, her 
private life and public image, through works by more than 
80 ar tists, ranging from fashion photographers to Pop Ar t 
painters to international contemporary ar tists. MOCA- The 
Museum of Contemporary Ar t, 333 Nor th Laura St. 366-
6911, www.mocajacksonville.org.

If you have an art event you would like to have listed in EU Jacksonville, please send complete 

information to: info@entertainingu.com by the 20th of the month prior to the event.

B& M Bait and Tackle, 2001 Bunny Morgan

La Muse de Musique, Pierre Henri Matisse
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hidden gems
The Skyline, the new dining experience on the 42nd 

fl oor of the Bank of America building by erin thursby

On the 42nd floor of the Bank of America building lies a hidden gem: the Skyline. While it 
is a cafeteria, their buffet-style fare consists of high-end sandwiches, salads and made-to-order 
stations. The food is affordable (lunch for two cost us about $22) and tasty, but it’s the view that 
will entice you the most.

To get to the 42nd foor, you walk into the main lobby of the Bank of America building.
Choose the bank of elevators that serve the 42nd floor. This is an express elevator. If no other 
floors are chosen, the car will rocket to its destination. Expect your ears to pop. 

Once there, it’s shor t hop to the buffet area. A friendly host will guide you, but things are 
pretty self explanatory. There are stations for sandwiches grilled in a panini press. And there are 
even two made-to-order stations where you can grab a heavier meal of stir fry or something else. 
Diners can also enjoy a quick muffin or fresh salad. You can either prepare the salad or take a 
grab-and-go salad from the cold section if you’re in hurry.

I sampled the blackened salmon pita and the chicken salad. Both were exemplary. The 
chicken and potato salads were prepared with fresh rosemary. It’s no frills dining, but the quality 
was good enough to bring me back.

The windows of the dining room look out on the cityscape of Downtown. The Modis building
and the St. Johns River loom large in the view. I do have one complaint- instead of taking full 
advantage of the skyscape by arranging the seating so that all diners can gaze on the scene 
below, they’ve put bench seating up against the windows. That means that at least one person in 
your par ty will be sitting with their back to the view. And it’s quite a view. 

They do have space and time to rent for meetings and events if you’re interested.

50 N Laura St. Suite 4200  (791-9533 x241)
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 You know that type of dining experience where everything just 
clicks into place- comfor t, delicious food, convivial hosts, excellent 
service, great conversation- they all converged for us recently to 
create a memorable evening at the Bridge Waterfront Bistro in Ponte 
Vedra. In the few shor t years the restaurant has been in operation it 
seems to have struck just the right chord of beach town waterfront 
casual (as befits its location) and white tablecloth elegance.
  The restaurant is situated near the base of the SR 210 bridge 
over the intracoastal waterway. For years this space housed a popular 
“fish camp” style restaurant, and with a few light touches the prop-
er ty retains the rustic charm that is the hallmark of a good, casual 
waterfront restaurant. The open kitchen is bustling, and glass cases 
gleam with impressive whole fish and shellfish.
  Chef/owner John Cakmis and his wife, co-owner Jill Gustafson-
Cakmis, aim to please and they hit the mark. It’s not unusual for the 
chef to leave the busy kitchen to check in with diners. Many of their 
employees have been with them for years, and watching them work 
together, they seem like a close-knit family. 
 An arrangement with the Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra provides 
local ar tists with another setting in which to showcase their work, 
and the Bridge donates their percentage from sales of the ar t back 
to the Cultural Center- so diners get to view beautiful ar t, the local 
ar tists gain exposure with the Bridge’s clientele and the CC at PVB 
benefits. On the evening we visited, the work of local ar tist Gordon 
Meggison was on display.

  “Our mission is bringing the ar ts into the life of our community,” 
explains Leigh Rodante, the Program Director at the Cultural Center 
of Ponte Vedra. “We provide a source of income and oppor tunity for 
ar tists to have more visibility in the community, and enhance the din-
ing experience for patrons by providing a creative environment.”
 Aside from the large main dining area, there are several other 
spaces tucked away – indoors and out. Most have a stellar view of
the intracoastal and the boats gliding by. It’s easy to drift into a food-
induced dream and lose all track of time here.
 The Fried Oyster BLT is crispy romaine with a spicy Caesar 
dressing, tomato wedges topped with bits of applewood smoked ba-
con and crispy fried oysters. This dish alone or paired with a cup of 
soup would make a delightful and satisfying meal. 
 Insider tip – ask for the Cajun Bayou Gumbo ($6/cup, $9/bowl, 
$12/entree). Full flavored, dark and delicious, this is the real deal. 
Stuffed with crawfish tail, shrimp, sausage and fresh, tender fish, if 
there is better gumbo anywhere in Jacksonville or the Beaches, I’ve 
not tasted it.
 Fish at the Bridge is locally sourced, diver shot and fresh. Shell-
fish is in abundance locally, and it shows up in many of the offerings. 
Chef Cakmis delights in explaining “we can put any fish in any dish-

it’s all good.” They also proudly serve Cer tified Angus Beef.
 Chargrilled Grey Grouper Eleni is topped with fresh local shrimp
and mushrooms in a lemon herb butter sauce, served with roasted
red potato wedges and sauteed spinach. Pan seared tender sweet
Jumbo Scallops beurre blanc are on their dinner menu for $23- and
the value is outstanding. 
 Chef Cakmis is Greek, and his Chargrilled Lamb Chops ($27) are
one of many tributes to that heritag - perfectly executed. His passion
for his craft, his staff, purveyors and their clientele came through
loud and clear with every word, and it echoes on every plate.
 Snapper New Orleans is a delicate cut of fresh Red Snapper (it 
was still legal to fish for it at the time of our visit) topped with plenty
of jumbo lump crabmeat, in a lemon butter sauce with a roasted red
potatoes and vegetable medley. I’ve lived at the coast most of my
life, and have never had fish so perfectly cooked. This preparation is
featured on the menu with Grouper- but if they have it, splurge on the
Snapper. There are plenty of varieties, so if Red isn’t being fished,
just ask the chef to recommend a substitute; he won’t steer you
wrong. 
 The Bridge boasts a decent wine list with something for every
price-point, nightly sangria and mar tini specials, and happy hour in
the bar most nights. There is a bar menu for those who prefer a more
casual nosh with their brew. During football season you are likely to
see a few fans enjoying the games. Early evening specials are offered
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday from 4- 7 pm. (Glass of 
wine, salad, entree and desser t for $19.95. Without wine and des-
ser t, $13.95) 
 There is plenty of room for large par ties/groups, and the service
is accommodating. A semi-private lounge area seats up to 30 for 
formal or informal gatherings. On Mondays the space may be rented
for private par ties. 
 Ponte Vedra locals will agree – save room for Jill’s bread pud-
ding, it’s the ultimate comfor t food. Luscious, warm and sweet,
served in a vibrant pool of Whiskey Hard Sauce and topped with
toasted chopped pecans, this dish is a little like the restaurant itself
– deceptively simple and low-key, the flavor and textures surprise you
every time. 

casual fi ne dining in
ponte vedra
The Bridge Waterfront Bistro by nancy white

377 S Roscoe Blvd Ponte Vedra Beach (285-1103)  

Open for lunch and dinner. Tue- Thurs & Sun 11am

– 9pm. Fri & Sat 11 am – 10 pm. Closed Monday. 
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where to eat, drink & 
be merry  by erin thursby
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Friday St. Johns Towncenter Market 3 pm- 8 
pm, sjtcmarket.com 
  
Fridays Sake 101  An introduction to Sake 
tasting. 5-8 pm Circle Japan, 12192 Beach 
Boulevard, Suite 1, 710-5193
  
Saturdays Farmers at Riverside Arts Market 
The regular Riverside Ar ts Market is closed till 
March. In the meantime you can still pick up 
your veggies on Saturdays at the very same 
locale, sans ar t vendors. They call it FRAM. 
www.riversidear tsmarket.com
  
Saturday Orange Park Farmers Market 10 
am- 2 pm, www.orangeparkfarmersmarket.
com

  
Sunday Mandarin Farmers and Arts Market 
Noon- 4pm, www.mandarinfarmersmarket.
com 
  
Sundays The Avenues Mall Green Market 
Inside the mall rather than outdoors. Noon- 6 
pm, www.mymallevents.com
  
January 6, February 3 Wine Tasting Series 
at Zaitoon Mediterranean Grill It’s not 
your standard wine tasting--aficionados can 
answer questions during the mystery tasting 
for a prize. Held on the First Wednesday of 
each month 6 pm- 8 pm, $15, 13475 Atlantic 
Blvd., Ste. 40 (located behind Fresh Market in 
the Harbour Village Shopping Center), www.
zaitoongrill.com 
  
  
  

 West Inn in Avondale has gone through some changes. The package store will still be there 
as well as the bar, but they’ll no longer serve food in favor of allowing smoking. Some say this is 
a throwback to the Monty’s, which is what it’s been known as to locals, but they haven’t changed 
the sign. 
  Jackson’s Grill (1522 King St.) opened up last month at where Brown Brothers BBQ used to 
be. They’ve got a snarky menu--they don’t have celery to go with their wings because “Jackson 
doesn’t like celery” and the “guaranteed” gumbo description says: “You’ll like this gumbo or 
you’ll pay double--guaranteed! (Ask your server for details).” The food is a mix of popular 
American choices, including beer battered onion rings, a Monte Cristo sandwich, burgers and 
salads. Their Full Monte Cristo might surprise you, as it isn’t the traditional. They serve it with 
chicken instead of ham, and it’s like the more savory versions you’ll find up Nor th rather than the 
sugar dusted kind. 
   Gina’s Deli of 5 Points added a new location in Murray Hill (803 Edgewood Ave.). 
 If you’ve got a hankering for Mongolian barbeque, head to Khan Mongolian BBQ (9825 San 
Jose Blvd, 379-9796). They’ve just had their official grand opening, though they’ve been open for 
a few months. 
   Jacksonville’s newest steakhouse, III Forks (9822 Tapestry Pk Circ.) had their opening last 
month. The steaks are excellent and the atmosphere is stylish and upscale. Jax Jags Maurice 
Jones-Drew and Mayor Peyton have already dined there, as have many of Jacksonville’s movers 
and shakers. 
   Azurea (1 Ocean Blvd. Atlantic Beach, 249-7402), the creme de le swank restaurant 
inside One Ocean on the Beach, just released their new winter menu. Check it out at www.
oneoceanresor t.com/dining. If you’re a more daring sor t, go for Chef Peters’ Adventurous Palate, 
wherein the Chef simply whips up a surprise five to seven course meal (with or without wine 
flights). 
   Late night bites aren’t always easy to come by, so it’s good to know that Fives Guys Burgers 
and Fries in Jax Beach on Third Street, will be open till 3 am Thursday- Saturday. 
 Dick’s Wings closed in Jax Beach. Despite closing in different locales around Jacksonville, 
according to the Times Union’s business writer David Bauerlein, the chain will be selling private 
shares of stock and may eventually go public.

food & drink-centric events
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Thru Jan 16  THE TAFFETAS  A tribute to the girl 
groups of the 1950’s, the Taffetas are Kaye, Peg-
gy, Cheryl and Donna, four singing sisters from 
Muncie, Indiana. Their national television debut 
sets the framework for an evening of some of 
the greatest hits of the 1950’s. The Taffetas will 
remind you of the McGuire Sisters, the Lennon 
Sisters and other sweet-singing girls you loved 
long ago. Spending an hour and a half with them 
and their three piece band will take you back to 
Sunday nights spent in the glow of your 12-inch 
black and white screen! January 2,7,8,14,15,16 
at 8pm and January 3 & 10  at 2pm. Tickets are 
$25. Thur- student night - buy one get one free 
with valid student ID. Players by the Sea Main-
stage, 106 6th St. N. Jacksonville Beach, 249-
0289, http://playersbythesea.org

Thru March 7  DISNEY’S HIGH SCHOOL MUSI-
CAL  (See page 26.) Show times are 8pm for 
evening shows Tuesday through Sunday, doors 
6pm, buffet 6:30pm.  Saturday matinees 1:15pm, 
doors 11pm, buffet 11:15pm. Sunday matinee 
2pm, doors noon, buffet 12:15pm.  Tickets $42 
and include dinner and the show. www.alhambra-
jax.com or 641-1212.

Jan 8  BOB NEWHART Golden Globe and Emmy 
Award winning humorist, George Robert “Bob” Newhart is an 
American stand-up comedian and actor who is best known for 
playing psychologist Dr. Robert “Bob” Hartley on the popular 
1970s sitcom The Bob Newhart Show and as innkeeper Dick 
Loudon on the popular 1980s sitcom Newhart. He brings his spe-
cial brand of humor to a show that’s rounded out with live music 
and more. 7:30 pm. The Peabody Auditorium, 600 Auditorium Blvd. 
Daytona Beach, (386) 671-3462, www.peabodyauditorium.org
 
Jan 8-31  DEAD MAN’S CELL PHONE  It’s life on the line. The 
guy at the next table has croaked, his cell phone won’t stop ring-
ing. Impulsively, Jean answers the call, dialing her deeply into the 
dead man’s mysterious life. Sarah Ruhl, America’s hottest new 
playwright, creates a funny fi lm-noir odyssey of coming alive. Hip-
podrome State Theatre, 25 SE 2nd Pl. Gainesville, (352) 375-4477, 
www.thehipp.org
   
Jan 9  ITZHAK PERLMAN  Celebrate the Jacksonville Symphony 
Orchestra’s 60-year legacy with special guest Itzhak Perlman. 
Undeniably the reigning vir tuoso of the violin, Perlman performed 
at the grand opening of the JSO’s new home in the Times-Union 
Center. EVENT IS SOLD OUT 8pm. Jacoby Symphony Hall of the 
Times-Union Center for Performing Arts, 354-5547, www.jaxsym-
phony.org.

Jan 9  RICKEY SMILEY Rickey Smiley has been working the com-
edy circuit for the past sixteen years and it has paid off. Establish-
ing himself as a clean comic, his down-home southern humor has 
made him a favorite in the nation’s top comedy venues. Smiley’s 
characters have become his comedic trademark. From Bernice 
and her church announcements to Coach McClainy and his lack of 
motivational skills, Rickey’s audiences can’t seem to get enough of 
him. 8 pm. $39.50-$48.50. The Florida Theatre, 128 E. Forsyth St., 
355-2787, www.fl oridatheatre.com
 
Jan 9  BUGLISI DANCE THEATRE  This award-winning, New 
York-based ballet troupe offers exceptional and unique dance per-
formances and has received accolades for its theatrical repertoire. 
Previously associated with the Martha Graham Ballet, Artistic 
Director Jacqulyn Buglisi inherited a theatrical mastery of lighting 
effects, costume, and stage space; a way of making the audience 
feel each dance is an encounter with destiny. 8 pm. $30. EMMA 
Concert Series, Flagler College Auditorium, 14 Granada St., St. 
Augustine, (904)797-2800, www.emmaconcerts.com

Jan 10   JON NAKAMATSU   American Jon Nakamatsu blazed into 
international fame in 1997 with his capture of the Gold Medal in 
the Tenth Van Cliburn International Piano Competition.  Performing 
solo in halls and festivals around the world, he was profi led by CBS 
Sunday Morning for his unique passage from high school language 
teacher to celebrated pianist. 3 pm. Cummer Concert Music Series, 
829 Riverside Ave., 899-6038,  www.cummer.org/entertainment/
concerts.cfm 

Jan 14  GROOVALOO!  Based on the award-winning troupe’s 
true-to-life experiences and told by the dancers who lived them, 
Groovaloo! combines the authenticity of A Chorus Line with the 
energy of STOMP as it embarks on a journey through the diverse 
world of hip hop dance. (Read more on page 24.) 7:30 pm. Artist 
Series, Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts, 300 W. Water 
St, 632-3373, www.artistseriesjax.org

Jan 14-16  THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA  A comedy by 

William Shakespeare from early in his career. It has the smallest 
cast of any of Shakespeare’s plays and is the fi rst of his plays 
in which a heroine dresses as a boy. It deals with the themes of 
friendship and infi delity. 7:30 pm. Jacksonville University’s P19 
Studio Theatre, 2800 N. University Blvd., 256-7370, http://arts.
ju.edu/events/pas09_10.pdf
 
Jan 15  THE HARLEM STRING QUARTET   The Harlem Quartet, 
comprising First-Place Laureates of the Sphinx Competition, has a 
unique and challenging mission: to advance diversity in classical 
music while engaging young and new audiences through discovery 
and presentation of varied repertoire, highlighting works by minor-
ity composers. 8 pm. $25, students: $10. Riverside Fine Arts, 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 1100 Stockton St., 389-6222, www.
riversidefi nearts.org 

Jan 15-20  GHOSTS  In this crackling new translation of Ibsen, 
celebrated playwright Lanford Wilson has revivifi ed Ghosts for a 
new audience and it has never seemed more profoundly relevant. 
Directed by Jacksonville University theatre professor Erik DeCicco, 
starring Deborah Jordan, head of the acting/directing program at 
Jacksonville University, and a stellar supporting cast. Thursdays, 
Fridays & Saturday at 8 pm, Sundays 2 pm. Adults: $15 Senior, 
Student, Military: $12. Atlantic Beach Experimental Theatre at Adele 
Grage Cultural Center, 716 Ocean Blvd at 7th St., Atlantic Beach, 
249-7177, www.abettheatre.com/
 
Jan 15-30  DEARLY BELOVED  The Futrelle Sisters, Frankie, Honey 
Raye and Twink, are throwin’ a wedding, y’all! Frankie has almost 
made herself sick with elaborate preparations, and the rumor 
mill in their small town of Fayro, Texas is working overtime. No 
surprise there… the Futrelle Sisters have never been strangers to 
gossip. After all, they did survive the scandalous breakup of their 
almost-famous gospel-singing trio, The Sermonettes. Then there 
are Twink’s desperate attempts to get her boyfriend of 15 1/2 years 
down the aisle, Frankie’s ongoing conversations with their dead 
mother, and Honey Raye’s tendency to race to the altar at every 
opportunity.  Yep, it’s a nice day for a down-home wedding… 
southern style!  Jan 15, 16, 22, 23, 29, 30 at 8pm, Jan 17, 24 at 
2pm, Jan 21, 28 at 7:30pm. Theatre Jacksonville’s historic San 
Marco location, the Harold K. Smith Playhouse, 2032 San Marco 
Boulevard. 396-4425 or www.theatrejax.com.

 Jan 17  FELIX HELL: PIPE ORGAN CONCERT SERIES  
3 pm. $20, students: $10. Riverside Fine Arts, The Times-Union 
Jacoby Symphony Hall, 300 Water St., 389-6222, www.riverside-
fi nearts.org 

Jan 17  GREG BEHRENDT: SO YOU THINK YOU WANT TO BE IN 
LOVE? Greg Behrendt & Amiira Ruotola–Behrendt co-authors of 
New York Times best sellers, He’s Just Not That Into You and It’s 
Called A Breakup Because It’s Broken, do what they do best – talk 
candidly about relationships. Greg and Amiira discuss not only the 
mistakes they made in their relationships, but also how they found 
a love together and why their marriage works. The Behrendts also 
weave their uplifting advice with Greg’s stand up comedy and fi n-
ish each lecture with a rousing Q&A session. The Artist Series, 
Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts, 300 W. Water St, 632-
3373, www.artistseriesjax.org

Jan 17  STEVEN WRIGHT Steven Wright is an Academy Award-
winning American comedian, actor and writer. He is known for 
his distinctly lethargic voice and slow, deadpan delivery of ironic, 
witty, philosophical and sometimes deeply confusing or nonsensi-
cal jokes and one-liners with intentionally contrived situations. 
In a 2005 poll to fi nd The Comedian’s Comedian, he was voted 
amongst the top 50 comedy acts by fellow comedians and comedy 
insiders. He was named #23 on Comedy Central’s list of the 100 
greatest stand-up comics. 8 pm. $41. The Florida Theatre, 128 E. 
Forsyth St., 355-2787, www.fl oridatheatre.com
 
Jan 19-24  A CHORUS LINE  Winner of nine Tony Awards®, 
including “Best Musical” and the Pulitzer Prize for drama, this sin-
gular sensation is the longest-running American Broadway musical 
ever. (See page 25.) The Artist Series, Times-Union Center, 300 W. 
Water St, 632-3373, www.artistseriesjax.org
 
Jan 20  MARVIN HAMLISCH IN CONCERT   One of this country’s 
most prolifi c composers, Marvin Hamlisch is one of only two 
people who have been honored with multiple Grammy Awards, 
Tony Awards, Academy Awards, and Emmys, and also a Pulitzer 
Prize! A Julliard graduate, Hamlisch scored over 44 movies, includ-
ing A Chorus Line, The Sting, and all of Barbra Streisand’s movies, 
as well as many theatrical scores. 7 pm. The Peabody Auditorium, 
600 Auditorium Blvd. Daytona Beach, (386) 671-3462, www.pea-
bodyauditorium.org 

January 21  GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA  The world famous 
Glenn Miller Orchestra is the most popular and sought-after big 
band in the world today. With its unique sound, The Glenn Miller 
Orchestra is considered to be one of the greatest bands of all time. 

The present Glenn Miller Orchestra, formed in 1956, is the only one 
that plays the authentic and original arrangements of the original 
Glenn Miller Orchestra. Hear ‘Tuxedo Junction,’ ‘Chattanooga Choo 
Choo’ and ‘American Patrol.’ Artist Series, Wilson Center for the 
Arts, 11901 Beach Blvd., 632-3373, www.artistseriesjax.org

Jan 22-31  KURT WEILL’s & BERTOLT BRECHT’S THE THREE-
PENNY OPERA: THE STORY OF MACK THE KNIFE  (See page 26.) 
First Coast Opera, Ponte Vedra High School Auditorium, 460 Davis 
Park Rd. Ponte Vedra, 417-5555, www.fi rstcoastopera.com 
 
Jan 22  JESSE COOK: IN CONCERT  Cook’s live show mixes 
Cook’s passionate guitar work, Moorish rhythms, and Cook’s 
smoldering on-stage charisma for a show that can’t be missed! 
Multiple encores are the rule and audiences fi nd it diffi cult to let it 
all end. His music is infectious yet timeless, appealing to people 
of all ages, nationalities, and musical tastes. 8 pm. Artist Series, 
Wilson Center for the Arts, 11901 Beach Blvd., 632-3373, www.
artistseriesjax.org

Jan 26-29  DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN The longest running solo 
play in Broadway history, Defending the Caveman has become a 
worldwide hit. Having been translated into 16 different languages, 
Caveman has won the hearts of millions in more than 30 countries 
and is sure to win yours. The show has both sexes roaring with 
laughter and recognition, affectionately nudging each other as they 
recognize themselves in the stories being told on the stage. With 
hysterical observations into contemporary feminism, masculine 
sensitivity and the erogenous zones, this one-man show mines the 
common themes in relationships that go straight through the funny 
bone and into the heart. The Artist Series, Wilson Center for the 
Arts, 11901 Beach Blvd., 632-3373, www.artistseriesjax.org

Jan 27  THE OPERA SHOW  Presenting beautiful music exquisitely 
performed in a spectacular and exuberant 21st century showcase. 
Mitch Sebastian’s ravishing production is startling and fresh – a 
vivid MTV-style presentation with dazzling choreography animating 
great works of classical music, featuring the greatest operatic hits. 
The result is an enchanted world where thrilling music is brought 
to life in an alluring, playful and electrifying evening that will delight 
opera enthusiasts and newcomers alike. 7:30 pm. Artist Series, 
Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts, 300 W. Water St, 632-
3373, www.artistseriesjax.org

Jan 29  THE ULTIMATE ELVIS TRIBUTE ARTISTS TOUR  In cel-
ebration of the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll’s 75th bir thday, the fi rst-ever 
Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artists Tour will visit Jacksonville. The per-
formers are tribute artists who were previously selected as fi nalists 
at worldwide preliminary competitions for the Ultimate Elvis Tribute 
Artist competition, held annually by Elvis Presley Enterprises, Inc. 
The Elvis tribute artists will be joined by a live band, back-up sing-
ers, dancers, and an Ann-Margret tribute artist, as well as iconic 
imagery made available from the Graceland archives. Tickets start 
at $25, call 800-745-3000. 8pm. Times Union Center, 632-3373, 
www.artistseriesjax.org

Jan 31 VERDI’S RIGOLETTO  The Daytona Beach Symphony Soci-
ety presents Verdi’s Rigoletto, performed by Teatro Lirico D’Europa 
with English super titles. The lecherous Duke of Mantua seduces 
wives and daughters while his hunchbacked jester, Rigoletto, 
ridicules their husbands and fathers. The joke goes too far and a 
furious father lays a curse on Rigoletto. The curse comes alive as 
the Duke seduces Rigoletto’s young daughter Gilda, then deepens 
when Rigoletto hires an assassin to kill the Duke. Will Gilda’s love 
for the Duke fi nally bring the curse down upon them all? Come to 
the opera and live the drama! 3 pm. The Peabody Auditorium, 600 
Auditorium Blvd. Daytona Beach, (386) 671-3462, www.peabody-
auditorium.org

The Opera Show
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Groovaloo has drawn comparisons to popular dance musicals such as A Chorus Line and 
Stomp, and is even being touted as the “Hip Hop Chorus Line” of our generation. 

The founder of the smash hit dance troop came from an unlikely place- Calgary, Canada. 
There, Bradley Rapier had dreams of following in his father’s footsteps and becoming a doctor. 
But a dream deferred became a dream come true when he was introduced to dance.

With influence from his mother, sister and a fellow schoolmate, Rapier realized a hidden 
passion that he was eager to share with the world. Friends encouraged him to compete against 
other local dancers to boost his confidence as well as build the hype for his name in the 
community. He eventually joined Streetscape, a local street dancing group, and later went on to 
win first place in the Canadian Talent Search.

In ‘99, Rapier relocated to Los Angeles and the Groovaloos dance troupe was formed. As
founder, ar tistic director and director of choreography, Rapier is the mastermind behind a group 
of about 25 talented individuals who live to tell their stories through dance. Built on a strong bond 
of friendship, the Groovaloos have accomplished in 10 years what some may never be able to 
do in a lifetime. With appearances on So You Think You Can Dance, The Ellen Show and NBC’s 
Superstars of Dance, to the beat of each step, the Groovaloos are striving to make their mark on 
the world.

They are embarking on a national tour in January, stopping here in Jacksonville on the 14th. 
In the bonus interview footage of the Groovin’ with the Groovaloos DVD series, Rapier recalled 
the pivotal moment that brought him to the decision to give these dancers a chance to share 
their stories with the world. He asked the dancers to explain why they do what they do and what 
dancing means to them.

“For some of them, this is all they know. It’s life and death for others,” he says. Rapier 
found himself amazed because for him, an untrained dancer who just happened to be a quick 
learner, it was never that deep.
 The live stage show is based on true life events that each member of the troupe has 

experienced. Rapier wants audience members to be able to “sense beauty in the dance,”
describing it as, “powerful, inspirational and electrifying.”

The Groovaloos have garnered a slew of positive reviews for their performances, but have 
also faced a bit of criticism due to the fact that the live show doesn’t fit the exact format of a 
typical Broadway musical. Rapier describes it as a “totally backwards hybrid theater piece.”
There’s poetry, voiceovers, music and dancing, but no acting or singing. Rapier believed it was 
impor tant to protect the idea of freedom of expression, which is evident in the motto he lives by: 
“Life isn’t always choreographed. Sometimes you gotta freestyle.” The Groovaloos do just that 
by letting their bodies adapt to the music, creating their own choreography as they go. Rapier 
is a strong believer in integrity and character. In one word, he describes himself as a storyteller, 
with the goal of motivating and inspiring people to follow their dreams by executing the five P’s: 
perseverance, patience, perspiration, positive attitude and prayer.

Though Bradley Rapier appreciates the many awards and recognition, he believes the true 
triumph lies within the Groovaloos’ ability to be themselves and still have an effect on people 
lives. And I’m sure he’d agree that freestyle dance with no manipulation is the ultimate way to 
groove.

You can catch Groovaloo at the Times-Union Center: Moran Theatre on January 14th. 
Tickets range in price from $30.50 to $60.50. For more information, visit www.ar tistseries.fccj.
org or call 632-3373.

freestyle choreography
Groovaloo by liltera williams
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A new production of the Pulitzer Prize 
and Tony Award winning musical, A Chorus 
Line, deemed “the best musical ever,” will be 
performed at the Times-Union Center’s Moran 
Theater January 19- 24 for eight performances 
only. A Chorus Line still remains the longest 
running American musical in Broadway history, 
surmounting many other productions of its 
time. The original production, choreographed 
and directed by Michael Bennett, debuted at 
the Public Newman Theatre on May 21, 1975 
and ran for close to 15 years after 6,137 
performances. It reopened to rave reviews 
on October 5, 2006 at the Gerald Schoenfeld 
Theatre and ended its Broadway run on August 
17, 2008, breaking the theatre’s box office 
record seven times in its first five months. 
The new production features direction by Bob 
Avian, production by John F. Breglio, scenery by 
Robin Wagner, costumes by Theoni V. Aldredge, 
lighting by Tharon Musser, musical direction by 
John C. O’Neill and re-staging of the original 
choreography by Baayork Lee. 

The musical within a musical features 17 
dancers auditioning for a spot on the chorus line, 
with only eight (four boys and four girls) making 
the final cut. The dancers reveal details of their 
personal lives while showcasing their passion for 
dance and explaining how it has delivered them 
to a place of freedom in the midst of hear tache 
and struggles of the world. You won’t want to 
miss this classic rendition presented by the 
Ar tist Series. 

To order tickets by phone, call the Ar tist 
Series box office at 632-3372. Ticket prices 

a chorus line 
the artist series presents  

range from $26.50- $69.50. For group
discounts of 10 people or more call 632-
3228. 

904.638.1790
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Produced by First Coast Opera and with a name like Three Penny Opera, you’d ex-
pect the production to be an opera. But that isn’t the case. It is, instead, a precursor to a 
musical. 

“When it was written there was no such thing as a Broadway musical. At the time 
the idea of a musical didn’t exist. That’s why it’s called an opera,” Adam Mayo, Vice 
President of FCO’s Board of Directors, helpfully explains. “They were really trying to move 
away from the themes of traditional opera into something more modern.” 

While FCO is cer tainly dedicated to staging true operas, they’ve always done things 
other than straight opera. When they do go outside their milieu, they choose carefully 
and turn out quality productions. Case in point, last year’s fabulous production of Master 
Class, a play about opera star Maria Callas with bits and pieces of opera in it. 

Three Penny Opera, by Kur t Weill and Ber tolt Brecht, follows criminals, thieves and 
beggars in Victorian London as they vie for money and step over each other to get it. 
Central to the plot is Macheath, who marries the daughter of a local crime boss--without 
his blessing. 

Jazz was the voice of the edgy avante-guarde when Three Penny was penned in the 
late 1920s, and it’s jazz that forms the backbone of the music. You’re likely to know at 
least one song from it: ‘Mack the Knife,’ which became a jazz standard for greats such as 
Louie and Ella. 

What you might not know is that the song was originally sung in German. We tend to 
think of jazz as an inherently American genre--and it was born here, but jazz touched Eu-
rope, perhaps even more than it did America at first. Maybe that’s because jazz was (and 
still is) a par t of us, but in Europe it was even more a signifier of rebellion and change 
because it came from an exotic source. Three Penny, according to its Wiki entry, has 
been translated into 18 different languages and has been performed over 10,000 times. 

First Coast Opera is pulling from quite a pool of talent, from a variety of places in 
Jacksonville and beyond. The Limelight, Player’s by the Sea, Ponte Vedra, Orange Park 
and Theatre Jacksonville are just some of the places you might recognize the players 
from. There’s even a newcomer from Canada. 

Even though the musical is over 80 years old, (and was adapted from an even older 
work called The Beggar’s Opera) it has remained relevant. Questions that the musical 
poses, such as “Who is the greater criminal: he who robs a bank or he who founds one?” 
seem even more per tinent today than they did when it was first staged in 1928. Ber tolt 
Brecht’s political leanings are well known, and these leanings are the reason why he 
seeks to ask such questions through his work. Never theless, they are still interesting 
questions and they still merit consideration. 

There are multiple adaptations and versions of the play. In the end, First Coast decid-
ed to go with the 1950s Broadway version, because it’s less bawdy than earlier versions 
and will be acceptable to a wide audience. 

First Coast Opera will present The Threepenny Opera on January 22, 23, 29 and 30, 
2010 at 7:30 pm and on January 31 at 2:30 pm at the Ponte Vedra High School Audito-
rium (460 Davis Park Road, Ponte Vedra). Tickets are $25 at the door, $22 in advance 
and $20 a person for groups of 10 or more. Call 417-5555 to order advance tickets or get 
more info, or visit www.firstcoastopera.com.

fi rst coast opera  by erin thursby

 It’s the star t of something new for the Alhambra 
Dinner Theatre (now Alhambra Theatre & Dining), who 
recently reopened their doors after a three month hiatus. 
Following a successful run of the holiday classic Christmas 
Carole, the newly renovated First Coast landmark will open 
its first season under new management with Disney’s High 
School Musical On Stage. The charming story combined 
with catchy, upbeat tunes and a positive message is sure to 
please theatergoers young, old and in between. The show 
will run until March 7th.
 High School Musical became an overnight sensa-
tion in 2006 when it first aired on the Disney Channel. The 
film tells the story of the blossoming romance between bas-

ketball player Troy Bolton and brainiac Gabriella Montez. When the two discover their hidden pas-
sion for song and decide to audition for the school’s winter musical, drama club queen Sharpay 
Evans and her brother Ryan make it their mission to rid themselves of the competition. The 
movie musical struck a chord with tweens and teens and became a phenomenon, launching two 
sequels (with a third in the works), a wildly successful concer t tour, an ice show, a book series, 
seven video games and, of course, a stage production.
 High School Musical On Stage is a must-see for fans of the series. The show has more 
songs and extended sequences not seen anywhere else. It’s also a lot of fun to see how complex 
scenes like the ‘Get’chya Head in the Game’ choreography are changed and tweaked to accom-
modate a live performance.
 If you weren’t able to make it to the new and improved Alhambra last month, now is the 
time. Tickets for this surefire winner are on sale now and are available online at www.alham-
bradinner theatre.com. For more information visit the website or call 641-1212.

the start of 
something new
High School Musical opens at the Alhambra
by kellie abrahamson

 

three penny opera
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Thru Jan 10  ANIMAL GROSSOLOGY  Oozing with 
interaction, Animal Grossology will have you cringing 
– and laughing – in disgust as you explore the impolite 
science of the animal kingdom. Prepare to be en-
GROSSed in this one-of-a-kind exhibit based on Sylvia 
Branzei’s best-selling book of the same name. Museum 
of Science and History, 1025 Museum Circle, 396-
6674,www.themosh.org

Jan 16  STEVE TRASH’S BIG GREEN SHOW  Steve 
Trash’s Big Green Show is a large scale, rockin’ music, 
green themed, stage show. This is a great magic show 
with terrific stage illusions perfect for an audience of 
all ages. Each illusion cleverly illustrates an ecological 
lesson with humor and fun. See a woman float in the air 
- illustrating the balance that exists in nature. See Surfer 
Girl magically pass from the air to the land - illustrating 
the magic of the water cycle. Ar tist Series, Wilson Cen-
ter for the Ar ts, 11901 Beach Blvd., 632-3373, www.
ar tistseriesjax.org

Jan 18  LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING  The Jacksonville 
Children’s Chorus presents their first Annual Mar tin 
Luther King, Jr. concer t with the Ritz Chamber Play-
ers, Douglas Anderson Chorale, JU Concer t Choir, UNF 
Chorale, Bethel Institutional Baptist Choir and Shiloh 
Metropolitan Choir. Dr. Rollo Dilwor th is guest conduc-
tor. 6 pm. Jacoby Symphony Hall, Times Union Center, 
300 Water St, 353-1636, www.jaxchildrenschorus.com 
In addition to the concer t, the Jacksonville Children’s 
Chorus will be hosting a pre-concer t dinner at the 
Times Union Center from 3-5:30 pm provided by Ruby 
Tuesday. Tickets for the dinner are $14 Adult and $10 
Child 12 and under and must be purchased in advance 
by Jan 14 at jaxchildrenschorus.com or 353-1636.

Jan 21 TALES OF A FOURTH GRADE NOTHING  Pre-
sented by Theatreworks USA Presented by Theatre-
works USA, the ever-popular Tales of A Fourth Grade 
Nothing, the children’s novel by Judy Blume, comes to 
life on stage, telling the story of a four th-grader named 
Peter Warren Hatcher, his annoying brother Farley 
Drexel, and Peter’s pet tur tle. Farley hates the sound of 
his legal name, and prefers Fudge for any and all occa-
sions. 10 am. The Peabody Auditorium, 600 Auditorium 
Blvd. Daytona Beach, (800) 497-5007, www.peabody-
auditorium.org 

Jan 21- 24  RINGLING BROS. & BARNUM & BAILEY: 
BARNUM’S FUNUNDRUM  Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey® is roaring into town with Barnum’s FUNun-
drum, a celebration of P. T. Barnum 200 years in the 
making! A rip-roaring motorcycle troupe performs in-
credible feats, high-wire ar tists perform atop a wire no 
wider than your thumb and Masters of Musculature use 

their bodies in the ultimate test to see how far the human 
body can be pushed in a mind-blowing world of distor tion 
and contor tion, plus everything you’ve come to expect from 
the Circus. Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-
3900, www.jaxevents.com
 
Jan 23  THE SPENCERS: THEATRE OF ILLUSION  Theatre of 
Illusion is a spectacular production filled with never-before-
seen-illusion- original magical creations designed exclusive-
ly for the Spencers. People levitate, walk through walls, van-
ish and reappear. 8 pm. Tickets: $25. The Florida Theatre, 
128 E. Forsyth St., 355-2787, www.floridatheatre.com 

Jan 24 DR. SEUSS’ GREEN EGGS AND HAM Go GREEN! 
Join the Jacksonville Symphony for a musical romp through 
this Dr. Seuss classic and go green with more music and 
activities celebrating the ear th, nature and the environment. 
3 pm. Rober t E. Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-Union 
Center, 354-5547, www.jaxsymphony.org.

Jan 28  DAVID COPPERFIELD David Copperfield brings his 
successful combination of storytelling and illusion to the 
Times Union Center. 632-3373, www.ar tistseriesjax.org

Jan 29 AMAZING GRACE The Jacksonville Children’s Cho-
rus concer t with guest appearance by the world-renowned 
American Boychoir. 8 pm. St. Johns Country Day School, 
3100 Doctors Lake Drive, Orange Park, 353-1636, www.
jaxchildrenschorus.com

Jan 30  OWL PROWL  Come out and enjoy the Arboretum 
under a full moon. Tours will begin at 7pm and afterwards 
roast marshmallows and enjoy hot cider. Reservations are 
required and there is a $5 charge for non-members.  Email 
info@jacksonvillearboretum.org to reserve a spot. Next Owl 
Prowl February 27. Jacksonville Arboretum and Gardens, 
1445 Millcoe Rd, www.jacksonvillearboretum.org

Jan 30-31 SHEN YUN PERFORMING ARTS  Shen Yun Per-
forming Ar ts presents an exhilarating celebration of China’s 
traditional ar ts featuring world-class performers, stunning 
costumes and backdrops, powerful drum rhythms, and a 
full orchestra at most shows. Jan 30  at 7:30 pm and the 
31st at 2 pm. Times Union Center, (800) 790-8197, www.
ticketmaster.com

Feb 3  THE MOSCOW CIRCUS  The show begins as soon 
as the audience enters the theater. The foyer is filled with 
Russian musicians, clowns, performers, and dancers, as 
theatergoers walk into a traditional Russian Folk Festival 
atmosphere. Produced on a proscenium stage, The Moscow 
Circus shows allow audiences everywhere to experience 
one of the crown jewels of Russia’s rich cultural heritage, 
and an evening of unforgettable excitement. 7:30pm, tickets: 
$25; $15. Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Step Back in Time and into the Legendary Tales 
of Robin Hood

 Be transpor ted into the Middle Ages, January 30- 31 and 
February 5- 7, at the Alachua County Fairgrounds and celebrate 
the 24th Annual Hoggetowne Medieval Faire.
 The theme for the 2010 Faire is “In the Days of Robin 
Hood.” On the streets of Hoggetowne, you will meet King John, 
Queen Isabelle and Robin Hood and his Merry Men. Street char-
acters will help make everyone a par t of the Faire by including 
them in their witty wisecracks and charming them in a medieval 
style.
 The bustling medieval marketplace will showcase more than 
160 talented ar tisans and craftspeople from all over the coun-
tryside that arrive at Hoggetowne to display and sell a variety of 
goods, trinkets and wares. Visitors will find one-of-a-kind black-
smithing, pewter, jewelry, stone carvings, wood-carving, weav-
ing, hand-blown glassware, leatherworking and much more. 
 Throughout the streets of Hoggetowne you will find nine 
stages where the forgotten skills of full flight falconry, gripping 
aerial acrobatics and astonishing magic acts are brought back to 
life. Jugglers, musicians, and dancers fill the streets and stages 
with ancient music and thrilling performances. Full-armored 
knights battle one another on horseback for the honor of the King 
and Queen. Robin Hood and his Merry Men match wits with the 
Sheriff of Nottingham in a game of chess with human players. 
 Prepare to feast on hear ty food and drink fit for a king!  
Tasty bloomin’ onions, fresh-baked pastries, sweet potato fries, 
giant turkey legs and succulent ribs are just a sample of what’s in 
store.
 Children delight in visiting the royal pavilion, where they will 
become lords and ladies of the cour t of Hoggetowne. Treat your 
children and yourself with rides on a camel, pony or even an 
elephant. Thrilling human-powered push rides attract lines of ea-
ger children and everyone will have a chance to play olde world 
games such as crossbow shooting and knife throwing.
 Spend a magical day packed with excitement and medieval 
merriment. Faire hours are 10am - 6pm on Saturdays and Sun-
days and 9:30am - 3pm on Friday, February 5. Admission is $14 
for adults, $7 for children ages 5-17 and free for children 4 and 
younger. For more information, call the City of Gainesville Depar t-
ment of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs at 352-334-ARTS 
or visit www.gvlculturalaffairs.org.

hoggetowne medieval

Ringling Bros. & Barnum 

& Bailey Circus

Shen Yun Performing Arts
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Sometimes good bands don’t come to us, so we have to go to them!
Here are a few road trip-worthy shows to check out this month:

get outta 
town!

murray hill
theatre

(904) 388-3179,
www.murrayhilltheatre.com 
932 Edgewood Ave. S., 

The Murray Hill Theatre has been
giving Jacksonville music lovers a safe,
positive place to hang out and see live
bands for over 14 years. Some of the
biggest names in Christian music have 
played the Murray Hill including POD,
Switchfoot, Underoath and Toby Mac. 
In addition to live shows, the Hill is also 
known for their swing nights, Guitar 
Hero tournaments and their annual alt
prom. You won’t find any alcohol at this
venue but you can get snacks and some
of the best milkshakes in town at the 
Hill’s café. You can also pick up records 
and merch at their record store, the
Rock. For more info and a complete list
of bands performing at the Murray Hill 
Theatre, visit their website.

coming this month:

January 1 My Captain My King / Divide
The Sea / With These Wings / von
Wolfe

January 8 Radio City Confessions / Joy 
in Tomorrow / The Radio Kid

January 16 Sent By Ravens / Ocean is
Theory / Gabriel the Marine 

January 29 Between The Trees / 
Rookie of the Year / Coming This Fall / 
Action Item / The Perfect Measure

the spotlight: digdog 

january album releases
January 5
Katharine McPhee Unbroken
Flying Lotus DJ Kicks
The Octagon Warm Love & Cool Dreams
Forever 

January 12
Olöf Arnalds Við og Við

OK Go Of the Blue Colour of the Sky 
Vampire Weekend Contra

January 19 
Vulture Whale Bamboo You 
RJD2 The Colossus 
Horse Stories November, November
Editors In This Light And On This Evening
Motion City Soundtrack My Dinosaur Life

January 26
Corinne Bailey Rae The Sea 
Postdata Postdata
Gorevette Lustfully Yours 
Citay Dream Get Together 
Los Campesinos! Romance Is Boring
Celtic Women Songs from the Heart
Woodhands Remorsecapade

This month’s ar tist spotlight falls on one of 
Jacksonville’s most beloved new bands, DigDog. 

DigDog (not Dig Dog by the way) consists of 
Brad Metz, Joe Hassan and Steve Ezell. Each mem-
ber takes his turn at drums, guitar and vocals with 
Joe occasionally playing keyboard. Among their 
influences are counted such disparate acts as Deer-
hoof, Butthole Surfers, Captain Beefhear t and Rush. 
Listen to Steve’s funky bass lines and you’ll detect a 
little Les Claypool at play while the guitar work rings 
of Steven Malkmus. 

The group came together as so many garage 
bands do. “Joe and [I] star ted jamming after becom-
ing roommates. Brad came by to jam and a funny 
song called ‘Lizard Juice’ was written before Brad 
had to go deliver pizza,” explains Steve. The origin of 
their name however is of par ticular interest. As the story goes, “Sometimes Steve stops peddling and gets pulled when riding a 
bike with his dad’s dogs tied to the fork. The only way they will do it is if Steve says ‘digdogdigdogdigdog!’” 

Although this group of musicians seemingly came out of nowhere, the three of them have been in nine bands between them 
over the years. Steve was in Cubby with Reggie Youngblood of Black Kids while Brad is currently also involved in Pinko Verde 
and Single White Herpe. 

Expect a barrage of show dates in the new year as the trio gears up to suppor t their debut EP out this month followed by a 
regional tour of Florida, Georgia, South Carolina and Alabama. In the meantime you can check them out January 22nd at Shanty-
town or visit their MySpace page at www.myspace.com/thedogdigs.  - by jack diablo

January 1 The Avett Brothers Fox Theatre (Atlanta, GA) 

January 3 Lady Gaga Hard Rock Café (Orlando)

January 6 Tony Bennett Ruth Eckerd Hall (Tampa) 

January 11 Dweezil Zappa Variety Playhouse (Atlanta, GA) 

January 14 Jemina Pearl / The Ettes Drunken Unicorn (Atlanta, GA) 

January 20 The Dead Trees / The Cribs / Adam Green The Earl (Atlanta, GA)

January 21 Gov’t Mule The Ritz (Tampa)

January 26 Casiotone for the Painfully Alone Common Grounds (Gainesville)

January 29 Vulture Whale Hummingbird (Macon, GA)

January 29 Scary Kids Scaring Kids / Dance Gavin Dance State Theatre (Tampa) 

January 31 Jonathan Richmond Sluggo’s (Pensacola)
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albums
Album: Oh, Glory. Oh, Wilderness

Artists: Holopaw 

Label: Bakery Outlet

Release Date: November 3, 2009

Album: To Realize 

Artist: Clipd Beaks

Label: Lovepump United

Release Date: January 26, 2010 

 Clipd Beaks latest release on Lovepump United is cer tainly not for everyone. But if drugged-out, eerie music is 
your thing, you’ll find something to love on To Realize. 
 The album opens with ‘Strangler’-- its psychedelic droning immediately conjures a giant, creaking ship slowly 
making passage under a blood red moon. After this first track, I suggest going with your gut. If it didn’t blow you away, 
you might as well move on. When I discovered that the second and subsequent tracks were equally as messed up, 
fuzzy and fantastic as the first, I nearly turned my car around to go listen to the entire album over and over again in my 
room with the lights off. 
 Keep in mind this isn’t par ty music or even remotely appropriate to play in the car. It’s dark and moody with the 
potential to freak you out a little bit. Even the flow of the album seems tailored to elicit specific responses. The first 
two songs set the mood and prepare your fragile mind for the onslaught ahead. Halfway through ‘Broke Life’ you’ll find 
yourself begging for the drop as it’s dangled in front of you for two and half minutes. But your patience is immediately 
rewarded by ‘Visions.’ At this point, you will be moving. Depending on your state of mind and present company it could 
be anything from simple head-nodding to full-blown Bacchanalia. And all of this immediately followed by a sludgy 
stoner jam with the line “Mississippi River mud is flowing through my veins.” This album teases like that, building it up 
and backing off before climax. A climax that could come at different times during separate listens but never disappoints. 
And that’s only the first half. 
 Be aware that this album, like select others, has the potential to ruin your life. When you star t it, you have to 
finish it. Make sure you don’t have anything to do for the next hour or so because once you are into this record there’s 
no coming out or it will haunt you. Even thinking about listening to this record can cause severe anxiety if it isn’t 
immediately accessible. You’ve been warned. -Jack Diablo 

 After two full length albums on the venerable Sub Pop label, Gainesville’s Holopaw has found a home for 
their third release in St. Augustine’s Bakery Outlet Records. Why they chose this small but impressive label over the 
competition is anybody’s guess. Especially when your options include Isaac Brock of Modest Mouse’s Glacial Pace 
Recordings. 
 When I received my first taste of Holopaw, I vehemently bemoaned their lack of a drummer during their opening 
set for Elvis Perkins in Dearland. Thankfully the drums are present on the album along with some beautiful arrangements 
and John Or th’s unique vocals. Or th’s lyrics read like poetry and are sung with a distinct vibrato that echo the substance 
of his words. As if that wasn’t enough, backing vocals are provided by Erin Tobey of Pink Razors and friends from Taigaa!, 
Mahogany and the Good Good provide violin, trombone and clarinet to the already impressive lineup. 
 Listening to Holopaw is not unlike reading a heady novel. It’s not something you can completely digest the 
first go-round. There are layers and metaphors that have to be processed and sampled again before their significance is 
properly understood. In that way Holopaw does not make for good background music. Oh, Glory. Oh, Wilderness really 
should be experienced with the full package of the album, lyrics sheet and album ar twork, before you. Apparently this 
album is even bigger than the release it originally received, as the band has asked 24 visual ar tists to interpret the album 
in whatever way they see fit. This creatively ambitious project derives its inspiration from a line in ‘The Lazy Matador,’ one 
of the album’s tracks. The results can be found on the band’s blog at www.holopawmusic.blogspot.com. 
 The genius on this album is pretty undeniable. Whether or not it’s the kind of album you’ll be into depends upon 
just how deep you are prepared to go. But I say go for it.   -Jack Diablo 
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Jack Diablo: How did Midlake come together? 
Eric Pulido: Once upon a time there was a boy named Mckenzie, and Mck-
enzie always dreamed of being in a band. Mckenzie went to music school
in Denton, TX where he began meeting others who wanted to join him in his
quest for a musical career. After bribing them and promising things like sex,
drugs and rock n’ roll (all of which never came)...the others agreed to climb
aboard. The rest, as they say, is history... 

JD: Where does the name come from?
EP: Tim came up with the name after many failed attempts of a good band
name. He told everyone in the band that a cool band that sounds like Bjork 
called ‘Midlake’ was coming to Denton to play. After everyone asked why we 
couldn’t come up with a cool name like that, Tim told everyone the truth and
knew we had a keeper for a band name.

JD: You have an interesting relationship with actor Jason Lee. How did that
come about and what has he done for you guys?
EP: We met Jason through our label head, Simon Raymonde. Simon was the
bassist for the Cocteau Twins, which Jason has always been a big fan of. 
Simon continued to send Jason records that the label was putting out, and
Jason happened to really dig our fi rst record Bamnan and Slivercork. We met
at SXSW in 2004 and talked about music, fi lm, and the possibility of working 
together among other things. Not long after he came to Denton and fi lmed a 
video for the song ‘Balloon Maker,’ one of our favorites to date. Since, we’ve
become good friends and have continued to work together on several things.

Most recently, Jason did a documentary style fi lm for the forthcoming record 
which will be available in our limited box set out in February. 

JD: There is a marked change in sound from the lo-fi  electronic Bamnan and 
Slivercork to the classic rock revival of The Trials of Van Occupanther. What 
can we expect on The Courage of Others? 
EP: We were greatly infl uenced by the British folk era of music on this re-
cord. Although not as big of a shift from the fi rst to second record, it is a bit 
darker and an overall heavier emotion. Bands like Fairport Convention, Steel-
eye Span and Pentangle to name a few were in heavy rotation throughout the 
recording process.

JD: What then is the underlying thread that unites these albums and charac-
terizes the Midlake sound or ethos?
EP: It’s tough to say from our end. I don’t know if there is a musical theme
connecting each record necessarily, but just a desire to create something
that moves us each time. Our infl uences have changed over the years, but
we always hope to make a record that we would be proud of years later.

JD: What other projects are you and the other guys currently involved in?
EP: We all recently contributed to another artist’s record named John Grant 
(previously of the Czars). He came to Denton, TX to record his forthcoming
album, Queen of Denmark (also on Bella Union), and we’re all big fans of hisk
and excited for how he’ll be received. 

JD: Denton seems like such an unusual location to have such a diverse and
thriving music scene. What about it fosters that kind of environment?
EP: Denton is an amazing town to live in. The University of North Texas
brings a lot of artistic folks to town, but the community and overall vibe of
the city keeps people here. There’s a very supportive nature between artists
in the town and a desire to promote one another and the town we live in,
which I think is pretty unique. Its become a viral thing as bands have grown
their profi les and traveled around the world calling Denton their home. It’s
caused more media outlets to visit Denton in recent years and experience 
the culture here for themselves and write about it. I would encourage anyone
to come visit this town and not to be surprised if you end up living here!

Midlake will be performing at St. Augustine’s Cafe Eleven on January 8th.
Tickets are $12 in advance and $14 at the door. Needless to say - I’ll be
there.

eric pulido of midlake
ric Pulido and I grew up two streets 
apart in a quiet Houston suburb. 

Now Eric is the guitarist for the band 
Midlake, but he used to be my babysitter. 
Somewhere in between we even played in
a church youth group band with Midlake’s 
drummer, Mckenzie Smith. Years later I 
learned they had formed a band in Denton, 
TX where Mckenzie was attending the
University of North Texas. I’ve followed them 
pretty closely over the years but never had 
the opportunity to see them live despite
my constant pleading. All that changes this 
month when they visit Northeast Florida for 
the fi rst time. 

The tour is in support of their upcoming 
release on Bella Union Records. The
Courage of Others is the third full-length
album from the critically-acclaimed band 
and will be released on February 2nd.

In light of the occasion, I took the time
to catch up with Eric and fi nd out what the
band has been up to.  by jack diablo

e
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New Location
REGENCY/BEACHES

2771 #7 Monument Rd.
564-2590

C ELEBRAT ING 27 YEAR S

SALES · R EN TALS
REPA IR S · LESSONS

Ask A
Pro

January 8  The Fab Four With an
act that’s been performed on stages
around the world and in front of millions
on TV, the Fab Four are so much more
than a mere tribute act. Their uncanny,
note-for-note live renditions of Beatles’
songs will make you think you are
watching the real thing. This incredible
stage show includes three costumes
changes representing every era of the
Beatles ever-evolving career. See this
show-stopping act performed live on
our very own Florida Theatre stage.
Tickets: $30. Florida Theatre, 355-5661

January 10  Queens of Gospel Fans
of gospel music will think they died
and went to heaven when they enter 
the Moran Theatre on January 10th.
This very special night of soul-stirring
spirituals will feature legends Shirley
Caesar and Dottie Peoples, two divine divas who have
never performed together before. You’ll also be treated
to music by Stellar awards winners Vickie Winans and
Beverly Crawford. Tickets: $34.50- $65.50. Times-Union
Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373

January 13 Zach Deputy Hailing from the South Carolina coast, Zach
Deputy has infused his earthy blues, roots-rock and soul with hip-hop beats,
dance hall rhythms and a bit of reggae. Deputy may be an accomplished
guitarist, but his sets are far from dull acoustic jam sessions. In place of a
full band, the shrewd solo artist employs live looping to fi ll out his sound,
with vocal beat boxing taking the place of drums, rhythmic guitar tracks in
different tunings to fl esh out the melody and the thump of the bass. See Zach 
Deputy live at Jack Rabbits on January 13th. Tickets: $8/advance, $10/day of
show. Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

January 15  Winter Jam 2010 Christian music’s largest annual tour, Winter 
Jam, is back in Jax for another evening of faith-based fun. This year’s af-
fair will feature live performances by Grammy winners Third Day as well as
music from Newsboys, NewSong, Tenth Avenue North, Firefl ight, Sidewalk 
Prophets, Robert Pierre and Revive. Charismatic evangelist Tony Nolan will
also be on hand as the event’s guest speaker. Tickets: $10. Jacksonville
Memorial Arena, 353-3309

January 18  First Annual Martin Luther King, Jr “Lift Every Voice and
Sing” concert First Coast choirs and choruses of all ages are coming to-
gether for one very special show honoring civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The fi rst annual Lift Every Voice and Sing concert will feature the
vocal talents of the Jacksonville Children’s Choir, the UNF Chorale, JU Con-
cert Choir, the Ritz Chamber Players, the Douglas Anderson School of the
Arts Chorale and more as well as guest appearances by First Coast News
anchor Joy Purdy and renowned composer Grayson Warren Brown.   Tick-
ets: $15- $25. Times-Union Center- Jacoby Hall, 632-3373

January 22  Jesse Cook Jesse Cook fi rst fell in love with rumba fl amenco
while visiting his father in the South of France. Cook incorporates jazz, Latin
and world music into his playing and is well known for the energy of his live
shows. His captivating concerts have spawned a truly global fan base, lead-
ing to the sale of over one million albums worldwide. See Jesse Cook live at
the Wilson Center on January 22nd. Tickets: $35. Wilson Center for the Arts,
646-2222

January 25 Monotonix Tel Aviv’s Monotonix came to the First 
Coast last year for the Harvest of Hope Fest and put on one of 
the wildest, most memorable performances of the whole event. 
Consisting of three hairy, hairy men with no grasp of boundaries or 
personal space, the band often whips crowds up into a frenzy with 
their crazy stage antics and no holds barred rock. See them this 
month at Café Eleven with West Palm’s own Surfer Blood. Tickets: 
$8. Café Eleven (St. Augustine), 460-9311

January 27 Vince Gill One of the most popular and most recorded 
singers of the past quarter-century, Vince Gill will grace the stage 
at Peabody Auditorium in Daytona Beach on January 27. Gill’s 
vocal performances are spellbinding, his songwriting emotionally 
powerful and his guitar-playing world-class. With 20 Grammy 
awards under his belt and more than 26 million albums sold, it’s 
safe to say this country artist is in a class all his own. Tickets: 
$45- $50. Peabody Auditorium (Daytona), (386) 671-3462

January 29 The Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artists Tour The King is 
gone but he’s not forgotten. The world’s fi nest Elvis tribute artists 
are coming together for one spectacular night of musical enter-
tainment in celebration of Presley’s 75th bir thday. Elvis imitators 
from far and wide competed for a chance to perform in this show 
and the very best of the best will be in attendance along with a 
live band, an Anne Margret look-a-like and images straight from 
Graceland. Tickets: $24- $48. Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 
632-3373

January 30 Larry Keel Born and raised in the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, Larry Keel has always been immersed in mountain music 
and that passion led him half way around the world at the age of 
18. After seven months of performing six shows a day, six days a 
week at Tokyo Disneyland, Keel returned back to the States to per-
form at the Telluride Bluegrass Festival guitar competition and won. 
Now Larry and his band travel the country creating astonishingly 
powerful acoustic music rich in heritage, heart and hot licks. See 
him at Mojo Kitchen this month. Tickets: $10/advance, $12/day of 
show.  Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636
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day-to-day music events

JANUARY 1
JJ Grey & Mofro / Snarky Puppy Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Johnston Duo Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595 
Sugar Bear / Bay Street Band / 5 x 7 Band 
Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Arythemeia / Wormwood Prophecy / My San-
ity / No Justyce Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
New Years Day Metal Fest Doozers Pub, 738-
8922
My Captain My King / Divide The Sea / With 
These Wings / von Wolfe Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179
Lawrence Flowers & Intercession The Pangea 
Live, thepangealive.com 
Nico Lembo Trio Landshark Café (Jacksonville 
Beach), 246-6024
The IGive Endo Exo, 396-7733

JANUARY 2
JJ Grey & Mofro / kLob Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD
Backwash / Truth Inside / Kings Among Men 
Doozers Pub, 738-8922
Ruby Beach Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595 
George Aspinall Band / Palmetto Catz / Mys-
tery Band Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Jazz Jamm Ritz Theatre & LaVilla Museum, 
632-5555
Families First Benefi t: Formatta / Vertical 
Axis Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
The IGive / Al Pete / Odd Rod / Monica Monet 
Poppy Love Smoke, 355-0891

JANUARY 3
Michael Funge Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595 
Pili Pili Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188

Stuck Lucky / One Big Vice Doozers Pub, 
738-8922
Poppe De Ares Endo Exo, 396-7733
Bright Orange Steamworks, myspace.com/
steamworksjax
The Corbitt Brothers Monkeys Uncle, 260-
1349
Piotr Szewczyk / Christine Clark Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Jacksonville, (725-
8133)

JANUARY 4
BSOM / Trasher / Talk Sick Earth / Galactoid 
Doozers Pub, 738-8922

JANUARY 5
Charlie Walker Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595

JANUARY 6
Stria Endo Exo, 396-7733
Beau Damion TSI, 424-3531
Name:Bran / None Like Us / Ghost Jack Rab-
bits, 398-7496

JANUARY 7
The IGive Café 331, 354-1999
Danny Gokey Mavericks Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 
356-1110

JANUARY 8
Midlake Café Eleven, 460-9311
Dan Reading / John Earle / Peter Dearing 
Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Grandpa’s Cough Medicine Culhane’s (Atlan-
tic Beach), 249-9595 
Jay Garrett Band Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
The Fab Four Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Amateur Night at the Ritz Ritz Theatre & 

The Fab Four plays the Florida Theatre Jan 8



eujacksonville.com  | JANUARY 2010 33

LaVilla Museum, 632-5555
Ace Winn Melting Pot, (800) 783-0867
Radio City Confessions / Joy in Tomorrow 
/ The Radio Kid Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Dennys Revenge Aromas, 928-0515
Swerved The Roadhouse (Orange Park), 264-
0611

JANUARY 9
MAKER / Such Gold / Why Try? / California / 
Sounds of Goodbye Doozers Pub, 738-8922
Alan Trio Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595 
Mid-Life Crisis Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Ricky Smiley Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Jazz at the Ritz: Najee Ritz Theatre & LaVilla 
Museum, 632-5555
Coming This Fall / Dancell Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD
Radio Shag / Here’s to You Murray Hill The-
atre, 388-3179
Civilization / The Body / Nuclear Warehouse 
8b 
Swerved The Roadhouse (Orange Park), 264-
0611
Grandpa’s Cough Medicine Landshark Café 
(Jacksonville Beach), 246-6024

JANUARY 10
Galactic Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Michael Funge Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595 

Pili Pili Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Queens of Gospel: Shirley Caesar / Dottie 
Peoples / Vickie Winans / Beverly Crawford 
Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373
Rodgin Arpon Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Jacksonville, (725-8133)

JANUARY 11
Aspesis / Crimson Armada / Sleep Serapis 
Sleep / In the Midst of Lions Brewster’s Pit, 
223-9850

JANUARY 12
Carbon Leaf Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Charlie Walker Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Locusta / Battlemaster / Capracide / Sym-
metric Disgorge Doozers Pub, 738-8922

JANUARY 13
Colin MacIntyre Café Eleven, 460-9311
Zach Deputy Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

colin macintyre 
 Scottish songwriter Colin MacIntyre may have found success across the pond with 
his brand of folk-rock but, believe it or not, he found his muse right here on the First 
Coast… Or, at the very least, a guitar for his muse to work through. 
 From 2001 to 2005 MacIntyre was the frontman for the critically-acclaimed band 
Mull Historical Society. Though the act was a four-piece, most people considered it a one 
man band since much of the music produced came from Macintyre himself. Taking the 
hint, the multi-instrumentalist struck out on his own and released his first solo record, 
The Water, in 2008. The album reached #36 on the indie char ts and Colin took a vaca-
tion. His destination: the home of his in-laws in St. Augustine. The beach must have in-
spired the Scot because he soon found himself needing a guitar. A shor t walk away, Colin 
came to Grampa’s Music on Anastasia Boulevard where the shopkeeper was kind enough 
to loan him the guitar he used to pen much of his newest effor t, Island.
 MacIntyre is back in St. Augustine and is playing at Café Eleven on January 13th be-
fore heading back across the pond for a show at the prestigious Glasgow Royal Concer t 
Hall. Tickets are just $6. For more information, visit www.cafeeleven.com or call 460-
9311.

Galactic, Jan 10 
at Freebird
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Carotid / Jolly Badfellow / Here’s to Nathan 
/ SPP / Sick Sick Sicks Doozers Pub, 738-
8922
The Matt Kurz One / Airport Factory / Busi-
ness Casualties / Johari Shantytown, 798-
8222
Carroll Brown Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595

JANUARY 14
Groovaloo Times-Union Center- Moran The-
atre, 632-3373
Ascendings / In These Dreams Doozers Pub, 
738-8922
Faith City Fiasco / ASG Landshark Café 
(Jacksonville Beach), 246-6024

JANUARY 15
Frontiers Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
JK Wayne Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595
Radio 80 Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Winter Jam 2010 Jacksonville Memorial 
Arena, 353-3309
Supernovia Doozers Pub, 738-8922
Winter Jam After Party: A Jasey Project
Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Boys No Good / Throat Chop / We Still 
Dream / Stomptown Kids / Eastbound and 
Down Café 331, 354-1999
Girls on Film / Ars Phoenix / Earth Empire
TSI, 424-3531
Cerebral Ballzy / Chicken & Whiskey Shanty-
town, 798-8222

JANUARY 16
Stretch Armstrong / Evergreen Terrace / 

Bane Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Johnston Duo / Rusty Bladen Culhane’s (At-
lantic Beach), 249-9595 
Lisa and the Mad Hatters Jacksonville Land-
ing, 353-1188
Marianne Faithful Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Gaelic Storm / The John Carver Band Free-
bird Live, 246-BIRD
Sent By Ravens / Ocean is Theory / Gabriel 
the Marine Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
ShyShee / Pontius Pilate Landshark Café 
(Jacksonville Beach), 246-6024
Cinematic Sounds: Civilization / Bright 
Orange / Wudun / Diamond Hymen 5 Points 
Theatre, 358-0605
Mindslip / Travis Meeks Brewster’s Pit, 223-
9850

JANUARY 17
Michael Funge Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Pili Pili Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Holopaw Café Eleven, 460-9311
Jonathan Appleseed Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Gregory Spiess Unitarian Universalist Church
of Jacksonville, (725-8133)
Revolta / At the Graves The Devil’s Play-
ground, devilsplaygroundjax.wordpress.com

JANUARY 18
First Annual Martin Luther King, Jr “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” concert Times-Union 
Center- Jacoby Hall, 632-3373

JANUARY 19
Charlie Walker Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach),
249-9595

marianne faithfull
 Marianne Faithfull became 
an international pop sensation 
at the tender age of 17 after the 
release of her smash hit ‘As Tears 
Go By.’ In the span of a mere 
four years, Faithfull released a 
whopping seven albums with 
three singles breaking the UK 
Top Ten. Though her musical 
achievements were many, Faith-
full is perhaps equally known as 
a broken symbol of the swinging 
60s, spiraling into drug abuse. 
Her well-publicized romance with 
Rolling Stones frontman Mick 
Jagger also made her infamous. 
 Music and walking on the 
wild side haven’t been Faithfull’s 
only vices. The Renaissance 
woman had an impressive acting 
career, with 30 film credits to her 
name. She’s also published two 
autobiographies, complete with all the juicy details about her former life.
 Now, several comebacks later, Faithfull is clean and sober with a more mature voice
and nearly two dozen albums to her credit. She’s received several awards for her interest-
ing and genre bending style, borrowing from various genres and creating a sound all her 
own. In her latest album, Easy Come Easy Go, she’s covered Morrissey, Dolly Par ton,
Merle Haggard and even Billie Holiday. Come see this icon January 16th at the Florida The-
atre. Tickets range from $35 to $40. For more information, visit www.floridatheatre.com or 
call 355-2787.
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JANUARY 20
Matt Hires / Jason Castro Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

JANUARY 21
The IGive Café 331, 354-1999
Out Of Hand Aromas, 928-0515

JANUARY 22
3 Pint Harmony Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Wild Card Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Jesse Cook Wilson Center for the Ar ts, 646-
2222
Joan Red / Supernovia Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD
STS / Full of Hell / Break the Plague Dooz-
ers Pub, 738-8922
For You and I Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
7th Annual Hip Hop Hell Winter Freestyle
Massacre TSI, 424-3531

JANUARY 23
St. Jax Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-9595
The Ride Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Fit For Rivals / 747 Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Azmyth / Mayday! Cried the Captain / Rada-
gun Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Kaliyl / Blameless / Fighting Forward / 
Ashes 2 Glory / I, Anthem Murray Hill The-
atre, 388-3179

JANUARY 24
Bobby Flynn Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Pili Pili Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Ministry of Love / I am the Ocean / Secret 
Harbor / Here’s to You / Quasi Mojo Brews-
ter’s Pit, 223-9850
Pete Leary Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Jacksonville, (725-8133)
Jack Topht with the Vegetables The Devil’s 
Playground, devilsplaygroundjax.wordpress.
com

JANUARY 25
Monotonix / Surfer Blood Café Eleven, 460-
9311

JANUARY 26
Charlie Walker Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595

JANUARY 27
The Opera Show Times-Union Center-
Moran Theatre, 632-3373
Did You Mean Australia? / On Paradise
Boulevard Doozers Pub, 738-8922

JANUARY 29
Once Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Not Unheard Of Culhane’s (Atlantic
Beach), 249-9595
Spanky the Band Jacksonville Landing,
353-1188
The Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artists Tour
Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-
3373
The Chariot / Greely Estates Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Robbers / Featherbirds Doozers Pub,
738-8922
Between The Trees / Rookie of the Year 
/ Coming This Fall / Action Item / The
Perfect Measure Murray Hill Theatre,
388-3179
Bill & Eli Perras The Derby House, 356-
0227
Panic Bomber TSI, 424-3531

JANUARY 30
Art is Alive II Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Jacksonville Pipes and Drums Culhane’s
(Atlantic Beach), 249-9595
Sugar Bear Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Jonathan Tyler & the Northern Lights
Café Eleven, 460-9311
Jucifer / Hollow Leg Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496
Convalesce / Mouths of Lions / Black 
Regiment / These Arms of Faith Murray
Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Larry Keel Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville
Beach), 247-6636
Marcy Playground / Optdelirium
Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850

JANUARY 31                 
Pili Pili Jacksonville Landing,
353-1188
Michael Funge Culhane’s (Atlantic
Beach), 249-9595
Hussein Abbood Unitarian Universalist
Church of Jacksonville, 725-8133
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upcoming concerts
The Black Eyed Peas will be at the Jacksonville Memorial Arena on Feb 9

Feb 5  Dane Cook  Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309

Feb 6 John Mayer Jacksonville Memorial Arena, 353-3309

Feb 9 The Black Eyed Peas  Jacksonville Memorial Arena, 353-3309

Feb 10 Soweto Gospel Choir Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Feb 10 Mike Doughty Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

Feb 11  Willie Nelson Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Feb 11 Yonder Mountain String Band Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

Feb 11 Richie Havens  Flagler College Auditorium, 819-6413

Feb 12  Taj Mahal Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Feb 13 Rachelle Ferrell Ritz Theatre & LaVilla Museum, 632-5555

Feb 14  Harry Connick Jr. Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Feb 18 Tab Benoit Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636

Feb 18- 20   Palatka Bluegrass Festival Rodeheaver Boys’ Ranch (Palatka),

 (706) 864-7203

Feb 20 Ana Popovic Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636

Feb 20-21 Rebelution / Soldiers of Jah Army / Zion I Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

Feb 24 Indigo Girls Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Feb 25  Classic Albums Live- The Beatles’ The White Album Florida Theatre, 

 355-5661

Feb 26 Great Guitar Gathering Florida Theatre 

Mar 6  The Moody Blues St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

Mar 10 Bela Fleck  Florida Theatre

Mar 11 Open Wings, Broken Strings: Art Alexakis  Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Mar 12 Peter Mulvey Café Eleven, 460-9311

Mar 12-14 Harvest of Hope Fest St. Johns County Fairgrounds, 

 www.harvestofhopefest.com

Mar 19 Aretha Franklin  St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

Mar 24 G-Love & Special Sauce Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

Mar 25 Alesana / A Skylit Drive Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

Mar 27  Cherryholmes Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Apr 8  Boyz II Men Florida Theatre, 355-5661

Apr 30-May 2 Gamble Rogers Folk Festival Downtown St. Augustine, 

 www.gamblerogersfest.com

May 9 B.B. King  Florida Theatre, 355-5661

May 6   Tim McGraw / Lady Antebellum Jacksonville Memorial Arena, 353-3309 

June 3 Joan Rivers  Florida Theatre 
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netscapades 
by brenton crozier

 
Long gone are the days of a beret and paint-stained smock constituting your artistry. In 

fact, it seems that long gone are the days of the beret period, unless you are a Guardian Angel 
that is. I guess there are certain members of the military that still sport them. So really, they are 
alive and well in the formal sector and have only been erased from the fashion annals of civilian 
and casual worlds. But I didn’t write this to discuss berets. Stop trying to sidetrack me! Instead, 
I am writing in the spirit of EU’s Artsonville issue about the fantastic resources on the internet for 
the graphic artist, expert and novice alike. 

Create that website for your bridge club with confi dence. Remove that embarrassing double 
chin with a little Photoshop magic. And for those that already have some chops, you’ll fi nd both 
motivation from the works of internationally acclaimed artists and free, yes FREE, advanced tuto-
rials. Dust off your Flash program and let it intimidate you no longer! Enjoy these sites as both a 
spectator and participator... and a very happy New Year to you. 
 

www.computerarts.co.uk 
 You may be familiar with Computer Arts in magazine form. And while it’s a great publication 
that features myriad extras when purchased in this tangible form, you can enjoy quite a bit of the 
best things they have to offer for free on the website. The gallery will provide hours of inspiration, 
whether you are looking for a novel color scheme, trying to design a logo or simply looking for 
exceptional examples of graphic art. You’ll also fi nd helpful review and news about new hardware 
and software. Best of all, they offer a robust selection of tutorials. Not only will you fi nd useful 
lessons on Flash, Photoshop, Illustrator and After Effects, but they have specifi c how-to instruc-
tions on things like adding texture to your website, creating brand identity and building a rich PDF 
portfolio. Computer Arts online should truly be made a library for graphic artists of any level. 
 

www.depthcore.com 
Graphic Design can often feel 

stale and repetitious. Depthcore 
has created a digital artist collec-
tive comprised of artists from all 
different backgrounds and from all 
over the world. Approximately ev-
ery three months, the site releases 
what it calls a new Chapter. Each 
Chapter is themed and contains 
works from all the different mem-
bers, so that as appreciators, we 
get to jump online and see numer-
ous amazing takes on one subject. They have reoccurring and completely new themes alike. The 
collections are really quite amazing and will serve to provide both inspiration for your own work 
and enjoyment for the lofty artistry. Inside Depthcore, you’ll discover a universe of textures and 
techniques. 
 

www.gomediazine.com 
GoMediaZine’s motto is ”Real world advice from work-

ing artists & designers.” I couldn’t have said it better myself. 
GoMediaZine is the perfect complement to the aforementioned 
websites because it delves even more into everyday use ap-
plications and helpful practicality for both working and hob-
byist designers. One of the more recent articles featured is 
about ForeverSave, an application that acts as an automatic 
versioned fi le backup for Macs. Although most Mac fanatics 
would have you believe that their machines not only walk on water, but actually designed the 
water itself, they do have problems and a crash while in the middle of a tedious Photoshop or 
Illustrator project can send you north of crazy. You’ll fi nd a wide variety of tutorials that eas-
ily accessible because they are organized so well and also a slew of freebies. Yep, I used that 
word again, FRRRRREEEEEE! Although you will mostly fi nd free Vector samplers, there are also 
iPhone apps, T-shirt templates and much more. 

graphic arts for everyone 

 on the tube
It’s out with the old and in with the new as 2010 
descends on TV Land. First up are the finales. 
The majority of shows signing off for the season 
are of the reality variety. Stl’d (MTV, January 
2), I Want to Work for Diddy (VH1, January 4), 
Food Network Challenge (Food, January 10) and 
Tabatha’s Salon Takeover (Bravo, January 12) 
are all signing off this month. The biggest loss, 
however, is the series finale of Fox’s criminally 
shor t-lived Dollhouse. This Joss Whedon vehicle 
only lasted 26 episodes but was an instant hit 
with sci-fi fans. Echo’s last engagement will air 
on January 22nd.  •  Plenty of notewor thy shows 
will be returning to airwaves this month including 
The Bachelor (ABC, January 4), Big Love (HBO, 
January 10), 24 (Fox, January 17) and Damages 
(FX, January 25). Other ratings-makers and 
fan favs returning in January are The Biggest 
Loser (NBC, January 5), Nip/Tuck (FX, January 6), Chuck (NBC, January 10), American Idol 
(Fox, January 12), Project Runway (Lifetime, January 14), Burn Notice (USA, January 21) and 
Secret Diary of a Call Girl (Showtime, January 25).  •  A handful of mid-season replacements 
will be unveiled this month including Archer (FX, January 14), Human Target (Fox, January 17), 
The Deep End (ABC, January 21) and La La Land (Showtime, January 25). One newbie you’ll 
definitely want to tune in for is Life Unexpected (CW, January 18), a charming dramedy about a 
teen whose quest to find her bir th parents leads her to a dysfunctional pair who haven’t spoken 
since their daughter’s conception.  •  Hollywood will pat itself on the back this month at not one, 
not two but four awards shows beginning January 6 with The People’s Choice Awards (CBS). 
The on the 15th the critics get a vote with the 15th Annual Critic’s Choice Awards (VH1). Not 
to be left out, the actors themselves give out the accolades at the 16th Annual Screen Actors 
Guild Awards on January 23rd (TBS). Finally, on January 31st the best in music get their due 
at the 52nd Annual Grammy Awards (CBS).  •  Last but not least, some of our favorite shows 
are reaching milestones in January. On the 10th The Simpsons will celebrate 450 episodes 
and 20 years of animated laughter. In addition to the show itself, Fox will also air an hour-long 
documentary called The Simpsons 20th Anniversary Special: In 3D! On Ice! which will cover 
the history of the series that’s become a cultural phenomenon. Also celebrating milestones are 
CBS’s How I Met Your Mother, which will celebrate their 100th episode on January 11th, and 
NCIS (CBS), which reaches 150 episodes on the 12th.
 
 new on dvd
January 5 
Cloudy With A Chance of Meatballs (Rated PG)
The Final Destination (Rated R) 
The Good Witch (Not Rated) 
50 Dead Men Walking (Rated R) 
 
January 12 
Moon (Rated R) 
Departures (Rated PG-13) 
The Brothers Bloom (Rated PG-13) 
I Can Do Bad All By Myself (Rated PG-13) 
In the Loop (Not Rated) 
 
January 19 
Gamer (Rated R) 
Smokin’ Aces II: Assassins’ Ball (Not Rated) 
 
January 26 
Michael Jackson: This Is It (Rated PG) 
Tennessee (Rated R) 
Whip It (Rated PG-13) 
I Heart Jonas(Rated G) 
 

 

 

view from 
the couch



NOW SHOWING

AVATAR Leap into a spectacular world beyond imagination, where a reluctant hero embarks on
an epic adventure, ultimately fighting to save the alien world he has learned to call home. This
incredibly visual journey stars Sam Worthington, Zoe Saldana, Sigourney Weaver, Lola Herrera,
Joel David Moore and is directed by James Cameron. Rated PG-13

SHERLOCK HOLMES More action-packed than any other version of Sherlock Holmes, Guy
Richie’s reimaging has that famous detective from across the pond and his faithful sidekick 
Watson saving the world from a supernatural doomsday. Starring: Rober t Downey Jr., Jude Law,
Rachel McAdams, Mark Strong and Kelly Reilly. Rated PG-13

UP IN THE AIR Ryan Bingham, is a corporate downsizing exper t whose cherished life on the road
is threatened just as he is on the cusp of reaching ten million frequent flyer miles and just after 
he’s met the frequent-traveler woman of his dreams. Starring: George Clooney, Vera Farmiga,
Anna Kendrick, Jason Bateman and Danny McBride. Rated R

JANUARY 8
DAYBREAKERS Oh bloody neckline! More vampires are lurking! Edward Dalton is a researcher 
in the year 2019, in which an unknown plague has transformed the world’s population into
vampires. With the world overrun by vampires, humanity is dying out and the blood supply is
nearly depleated. As the human population nears extinction, vampires must capture and farm
every remaining human, or find a blood substitute before time runs out. However, a cover t group
of vampires makes a remarkable discovery, one which has the power to save the human race.
Starring: Ethan Hawke, Willem Dafoe, Isabel Lucas, Claudia Karvan, Michael Dorman, Vince
Colosimo and Sam Neill. Rated R

LEAP YEAR Following an Irish tradition in which a man must say yes if proposed to on a leap
day, a woman travels to Dublin to propose to her boyfriend. Starring: Amy Adams, Matthew
Goode, Adam Scott, John Lithgow and Noel O’Donovan. Rated PG

YOUTH IN REVOLT The journal of Nick Twisp, an 18-year old high school student, who goes on
a quest to lose his virginity after his parent’s breakup. Starring: Michael Cera, Por tia Doubleday,
Jean Smar t, Zach Galifianakis and Erik Knudsen. Rated R

JANUARY 15
BOOK OF ELI A lone hero must fight his way across the wasteland of post-apocalyptic America
to protect a sacred book that holds the key to saving the future of humanity. Starring: Denzel
Washington, Gary Oldman, Mila Kunis, Ray Stevenson and Michael Gambon. Rated R

HOODWINKED 2: HOOD VS. EVIL A teenage Red Riding Hood trains in a distant land with
a mysterious, cover t group called Sisters of the Hood. She is then called upon by Nicky
Flippers--head of the Happily Ever After Agency--who teams her with the Wolf to investigate the
disappearance of Hansel and Gretel. Starring: Bill Hader and Hayden Panettiere. Rated PG

THE LOVELY BONES From the best-selling novel comes Susie Salmon, a young girl who has
been murdered, watches over her family -- and her killer -- from heaven. She must weigh her 
desire for vengeance against her desire for her family to heal. This film has a villain whose
sinister character matches that of Hannibal Lecter. Starring: Rachel Weisz, Mark Wahlberg, Susan
Sarandon, Stanley Tucci, Michael Imperioli. Directed by Peter Jackson. Rated PG-13
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THE SPY NEXT DOOR Bob Ho is an undercover CIA superspy who decides to give up his career 
in espionage to settle down with his next-door neighbor and girlfriend, Gillian. But Bob has one
more mission to complete before Gillian agrees to marry him: winning over her three opinionated 
kids. When Gillian suddenly has to leave town, Bob volunteers to babysit the children so he can 
earn their approval. But when one of the kids mistakenly downloads a top-secret formula from 
his computer, Bob’s archenemy, a Russian terrorist, moves in for the attack, forcing Bob to 
juggle the roles of spy and prospective stepfather in the most challenging mission of his career! 
Starring: Jackie Chan, Alina Foley, Will Shadley, Madeline Carroll and George Lopez. Rated PG

JANUARY 22
EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES From his working class roots, John Crowley has finally begun 
to taste success in corporate America. Suppor ted by his beautiful wife Aileen and their three 
children, John is on the fast track. But just as his career is taking off, Crowley walks away from it
all when his two youngest children, Megan and Patrick, are diagnosed with a fatal disease. With 
Aileen by his side, harnessing all of his skill and determination, Crowley teams up with a brilliant,
but unappreciated and unconventional scientist, Dr. Rober t Stonehill. Together they form a bio-
tech company focused on developing a life-saving drug. Starring: Harrison Ford, Brendan Fraser, 
Keri Russell, Meredith Droeger, Jared Harris. Rated PG

LEGION An out-of-the-way diner becomes the unlikely battleground for the survival of the human 
race. When God loses faith in Mankind, he sends his legion of angels to bring on the Apocalypse. 
Humanity’s only hope lies in a group of strangers trapped in a deser t diner and the Archangel 
Michael. Starring: Paul Bettany, Dennis Quaid, Lucas Black, Tyrese Gibson and Kate Walsh.

THE TOOTH FAIRY When a pro hockey player, nicknamed the Tooth Fairy for his ability to knock 
out other players’ teeth, dashes the hopes of a young boy, he is ordered to one week’s hard 
labor as the real Tooth Fairy. Starring: Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, Ashley Judd, Julie Andrews, 
Stephen Merchant and Ryan Sheckler. Rated PG

JANUARY 29
EDGE OF DARKNESS Thomas Craven is a veteran homicide detective for the Boston Police 
Depar tment and a single father. When his only child, 24-year-old Emma, is murdered on the steps 
of his home, everyone assumes that he was the target. But he soon suspects otherwise, and 
embarks on a mission to find out about his daughter’s secret life and her killing. His investigation 
leads him into a dangerous looking-glass world of corporate cover-ups, government collusion 
and murder -- and to shadowy government operative Darius Jedburgh who has been sent in 
to clean up the evidence. Craven’s solitary search for answers about his daughter’s death 
transforms into an odyssey of emotional discovery and redemption. Starring: Mel Gibson, Ray 
Winstone, Bojana Novakovic and Danny Huston. Rated R

WHEN IN ROME Disillusioned with romance, an ambitious New Yorker travels to Rome, where 
she plucks magic coins from a special fountain. The coins attract an assor tment of odd suitors, 
including a sausage merchant, a street magician and an ar tist. But, when a persistent repor ter 
throws his hat in the ring, she wonders if his love is the real thing. Starring: Kristen Bell, Josh 
Duhamel, Jon Heder, Dax Shepard and Anjelica Huston Rated. PG-13

THE LOVELY BONES

online edition
don’t forget, you can fi nd all the goods online. 
check eujacksonville.com for regularly posted 
fi lm reviews & web-exclusive stories. JACKSONVILLE.COM



eujacksonville.com  | JANUARY 2010 39

 The 5 Points Theatre is more than just an 82 year-old space. Originally built in 1927 
as the first suburban theatre in Jacksonville, 5 Points was the first theatre in Florida to 
show “talkies,” otherwise known as movies with synchronized sound. The marquee and 
the balcony were added when the theatre was remodeled in 1949. It also added to its 
historical feats by showing The Godfather for 52 weeks straight. Financial woes and the 
inability to sustain itself in a wavering film culture are rumored to be two reasons why 
5 Points stopped showing movies in1979. It functioned as a host of plays and musicals 
when it was turned into the River City Playhouse. In the early 1990s, the space then 
became Club 5, featuring many different types of events, until it closed in 2005. The 
space was later re-opened again as a movie theatre in October of 2008. 
  “Our goal is to become the place people turn to for independent, foreign and fun 
movies and events,” says Jack Shad, who works as the Public Relations Manager for 
the company that rehabilitated the entire 5 Points Theatre Building. However, that’s hard 
to bank on at times, considering the fact that the theatre only has one screen. It also 
makes the movie selection process a bit more difficult. “Overall the selection process is 
more of an ar t than a science, and we have to rely on our best guess about what people 
want to see. If we want to show a blockbuster movie on the day it opens, then we have 
to agree not to show any other movies on that screen for two or three weeks. That’s 
a killer. That’s why we often get movies that have been out for a few weeks,” Shad 
explains. Shad has also come to the realization that intellectual movies with underlying 
meanings and adult comedies seem to bring in the most revenue, along with a small yet 
per tinent element included in the theatres expanded concession items, the serving of 
beer and wine.
  5 Points hosted the 2009 Jacksonville Film Festival and has plans to be involved 
with the 2010 Film Festival in the midst of its expansion to multiple locations. Horror 
Fest takes place in October and there are plans for an Animation Festival to debut in early 
April, along with a music-themed film festival for later on in 2010. Special Events for 
January include: Pecha Kucha (January 19th), Cinema Soundz—a mixture of film and live 
music (January 20th) and a beer festival. Midnight movies take place every Friday night 
as a way to showcase classic movies in a fun, relaxed environment. The admission price 
is only $5.
 The film industry is constantly evolving and Shad has implemented a few tactics to 
avoid it having a negative effect on the growth of 5 Points. “We’ve had to branch out into 
special showings like midnight movies, football games, independent films, foreign films, 
concer ts and other special events to survive. I think ultimately that makes us more of a 
community resource than just a movie theatre,” he proclaims. Competition may be fierce 
for a locally-owned small business like 5 Points, but with innovative ideas and creative 
diversity, the local theatre is sure to garner success for years to come.
 

Check out www.5pointstheatre.com for information on 
upcoming movies and special events.
 

SPECIAL MOVIE SHOWINGS

Jan 9  Monthly meeting of the Leave ‘em Laughing Tent  Meetings are now on Saturday afternoons. 
Audience members will be picked at random to choose the four Laurel & Hardy short subjects that 
will be shown at this meeting. Pablo Creek Branch Library, 13295 Beach Blvd. (between Kernan and 
Hodges Blvds.), 4 to 5:30 pm. Info: Steve Bailey, 246-0312, leaveemlaughing.moviefever.com

Jan 15  SHARKS Presented by Jean-Michel Cousteau, Sharks is a breathtaking fi lm experience that 
offers audiences an astonishing up-close encounter with the Lions and Tigers of the Ocean. Come face-
to-face with a multitude of shark species, including the Great White, Hammerhead, and Whale Shark. 
Witness them as they really are: not wicked man-eating creatures, but wild, fascinating and endangered 
animals that have been in existence since a million years before dinosaurs roamed the earth. The 300-
seat World Golf Hall of Fame IMAX Theater houses an 80-foot-wide by six-story-high screen. World 
Golf Hall of Fame, One World Golf Place, St. Augustine, www.wgv.com or 940-IMAX. 

Jan 22- Feb 3  AN EDUCATION   A coming-of-age story about a teenage girl in 1960s suburban 
London, already generating Oscar talk. 5 Points Theatre, 359-0047, www.5pointstheatre.com

5 points theatre: 
renovated & reinvented 
by liltera williams
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