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    “New York sucks; I love Jacksonville.” When fine art silkscreen print artist George Cornwell 
heard his wife, Noli Novak, say this, he couldn’t believe it. The pair moved from New York to Jack-
sonville years ago and, while Cornwell was more comfortable with the move, Novak, who is a staff 
illustrator for The Wall Street Journal, was hesitant. After trying to rent an art space downtown to no 
avail, Cornwell decided to begin renting at CoRK, which is a series of warehouses with high ceilings 
and rentable art studios. It was this very district that changed their New York state of mind.
     In addition to providing a spacious and unique environment to create art, Cornwell says CoRK 
(named for its location at the corner of Rosselle and King) provides a space for artists to hang out 
and enjoy each other’s company. The district currently has around 26 artists renting spaces, which 
leads to many synergistic efforts among the artists. Fellow artist Donald Dusinberre also agrees that 
the space contributes to what he calls a “team effort.” Dusinberre himself experiments with “messy 
art” that he semi-jokingly refers to as “post-millennial abstract expressionism,” and though he also 
spends a great deal of time stretching canvasses and framing, both for himself and for other artists, 
Dusinberre emphasizes the beneficial nature of the mass of artists working by each other by saying, 

By Faith BennettCoRK Bold New Art District
of the South

photos by rachel henley

Donald Dusinberre

James Dolf
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“Just the sharing of ideas and possibility of collaboration is really beneficial; you’re not going to get 
certain ideas by yourself.” Sculptor Dolf James also expresses his appreciation for the collaborative 
nature of the space by saying, “When you get this many creative people together, something good 
is going to come out.” He goes on to mention that if someone “brings a dealer by, perhaps, and the 
dealer sees other work that he could use.” James also brought up the convenience of the 24-hour 
availability of the space. “These are studios for serious artists making art.”
     That said, while CoRK is available 24 hours a day to its artists, it is open to others by appoint-
ment only. The district does, however, have sporadic public events ranging from gallery showings by 
artists like Cornwell to performances from the 5 & Dime Theatre Company and, on occasion, even 
has events like an upcoming February showing featuring New Orleans artists. It is important to stress 
that CoRK is not just a gallery or a building, but a district. Currently comprised of four, going on five, 
buildings, CoRK is unlike anything Jacksonville currently has to offer the art world. It’s something 
James, Dusinberre and Cornwell agree is a very bright moment in recent art history in Jacksonville. 
As Cornwell puts it, “This is the most artistically exciting thing to happen to Jacksonville.”
     Among the other artists enjoying the new district are such local art legends as Jim Draper (who 
is there most days), Shaun Thurston (who used the space to prepare for Miami’s Art Basel), Paul 
Ladnier, Crystal Floyd and Jamie Jordan. The district is home to everything from photographers, print-
ers and screen printers to painters and sculptors, but also welcomes the occasional musician, theatre 
company or filmmaker. The owner of the spaces, Sarah Crooks-Flaire, is in the process of opening 
the fifth building. It features 15 new studios (most of which are already spoken for) and will no doubt 
carry on with the promise of the others. When asked what factors of the CoRK made it so coveted, 
James mentions the synergy, the space alone, and also the daylight. With massive windows accom-
panying the 22-foot ceilings of each building, the art in CoRK spaces doesn’t require artificial lighting 
at all times, which is aesthetically, economically and financially pleasing. Dusinberre and Cornwell 
agree that the natural light is a great aspect of the district.
     Overall, Cornwell insists that CoRK just has “a bunch of great stuff.” “This is better than New 
York,” Dusinberre boldly states, and Cornwell adds, “I can’t screenprint in New York.” And while 
Cornwell and Dusinberre further discuss New York’s dwindling appeal, with both stating that they’re 
seeing their friends leave the city, they both seem hopeful that because of CoRK, Jacksonville is on 
its way to being a more nationally recognized city of cultural and artistic importance. Cornwell says, 
“The city should stay tuned,” which is absolutely good advice.
 CoRK is available for viewing by appointment only but will be having an open studio weekend at 
a date TBA in January.

By Faith BennettCoRK Bold New Art District
of the South

photos by rachel henley

George Cornwell and Jim Draper discussing the colors on a print

James Dolf
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Friday-January 20 @ 7:30 pm  |  Sunday-January 22 @ 2:00 pm
Kirk Auditorium - Florida School for the Deaf & the Blind - St Augustine

Advance tickets: $25, $30 at door. Students with ID $10.  
904-417-5555.  www.firstcoastopera.com

SponSored in part by the State of florida, department of State, diviSion of 
Cultural affairS, the florida CounCil on artS and Culture, the national 
endowment for the artS, the City of JaCkSonville, and the Cultural 
CounCil of Greater JaCkSonville, inC.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS AT 8pm | SUNDAY mATINEES AT 2:00pm

BOX OFFICE (904) 396-4425 | www.theatrejax.com

JAN. 20 THRU 29, 2012

THE guerilla show series at

    theatre JACKSONVILLE

by Ian MairsA new comic drama

Directed by Dr. Lee Beger
Sponsored by Robert and Thelma Nied

CONTAINS SUBJECT mATTER AND LANGUAGE OF AN ADULT NATURE.

    “Art communities are like animal hoarders. It’s a lot like a cat lady,” says Jim Draper while laugh-
ing at the suggestion. “There are good parts and there are signifi cant challenges,” he continues as he 
describes the new CoRK Artist Community from his own CoRK studio.
    Perhaps one of Jacksonville’s most celebrated artists for the caliber of his paintings, the weight 
of his vision, and his active role in the community, Draper is widely known for his impressionistic 
palms, rich riverscapes, and even sublime portraits of farm animals. He is also known as an advocate 
for indigenous Jacksonville culture. He helps local musicians stage shows in the city’s beautiful and 
under-utilized spaces, he supports up-and-coming artists, ushering them into Jacksonville’s larger art 
worlds, and generally supports people making art. He is that rare case of a commercially successful 
artist that makes his living with his painting while creating uncompromising work rich with texture and 
meaning.

NATURE TO
NURTURE

Jim Draper Paints Pre-Ponce de Leon Florida at 
His CoRK Studio in Riverside

BY JON BOSWORTH 
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    And this isn’t his fi rst rodeo. Draper has been part of Riverside’s art scene for decades. He’s 
seen these art communities come and go over the years. CoRK, however, is unlike its predecessors 
in many ways, one of which is that it is home to an artist such as Jim Draper.
    “It’s nice having people around. I don’t have to have saws and stuff; if I need something like that 
I can just run down to Donald. Or Dolf can weld, he has a welder. You can get stuff fi xed fast. It’s kind 
of like ‘it takes a village.’ But it actually works.”

    Draper’s favorite aspect of his studio at CoRK is space. It’s a vast open space with giant walls. 
He has works-in-progress hanging on these walls that are more than seven feet tall and fi fteen feet 
long. CoRK has allowed him the privacy and space to immerse himself in his work.
    How’s this for immersion: When you were sitting around a tree unwrapping gifts or sleeping 
late this Christmas, Draper was kayaking around the southern tip of Florida through mangroves and 
hammocks and brush. He was swimming in the Gulf of Mexico and climbing over key islands with his 
camera, capturing Florida’s natural environment the ways he likes to portray it, absent of humanity.
    “I try to leave any references to human beings out, let that be the unknown. References to hu-
mans are so obvious. I think they are clearly absent. There’s a human quality, which gets you to the 
surreal more than the real. These elements (pointing at cypress trees in a painting) become the char-
acters instead of the people being the characters.”

    Draper’s dripping-wet riverscapes have always appeared dreamlike. Their vibrancy and glow 
gives them a surreal quality. However, when he showed me the photographs of his adventure kayak-
ing along the tip of our peninsula, the dramatic sunsets, the solitary dead tree standing alone in the 
shallows, the untouched tree-lined beaches splashed in the light of sunrise, I realized that his work 
is less surreal than I thought. Those vivid explosions of color and complexity also come through in 
his pictures. He’s conveying a sort of life on his canvas that isn’t outside of our window, it’s deep in 
our woods at daybreak; it’s only apparent when you are wet up to your knees, or drifting silently in a 
canoe. It is dreamlike. He is representing it well.
    This most recent exploration is just one of a series of such expeditions all over the state. Draper 
is collecting images and sketches of the amazing diversity of Florida’s natural environments for a 

large upcoming show, which he will call “The Feast of Flowers.”
    “It’s about the fi ve-hundredth anniversary of Ponce de Leon, but it’s not glorifying colonialism or 
imperialism, it’s more about exposing the blatant consumerism of the Feast of Flowers – that Western 
idea of eating everything you can get your hands on. So this show is about Florida before 1513.”
    Certainly, getting out in the water helps him immerse himself in the subject matter, but there is 
more to discover up close than even the grand imagery.
    “The immersion informs, not so much visually, but it’s a background to the visual. If you’re not 
careful with this stuff, you can wind up copying pictures out of magazines. The innocuous pretty 
picture is not something I’m interested in. I mean, it’s fi ne, but I’d rather it be about something a little 
more signifi cant.”
    He fi nds that signifi cance in the tiny details.
    “More than anything, you pick up these subtle little metaphors. I’m interested in these visual 
metaphors and the relationships in nature... The name of the big painting I’m going to do is Sacrifi cial 
Leaves. The mangrove will pick a leaf on every branch, it picks one leaf and sends all of the salt to 
that leaf and the leaf will die so the rest of the plant can have clean water. I like that idea as a meta-
phor.”
    Because Draper will be spending the coming year putting together this ambitious portrait of 
Florida’s natural environment, he has no shows or events planned any time soon. Keep a lookout 
in this publication for news about where and when the Feast of Flowers exhibition will show. In the 
meantime, if you are craving an artful experience, Jim Draper might suggest you get out into some 
natural spaces and experience it fi rst-hand.
    “You miss a lot when you keep building a shell around yourself. There are some things you can’t 
buy at Wal-Mart.”
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art events
CUMMER 
Thru January 8 Eugene Savage: The Seminole Paintings 42 paintings and watercolors inspired by Savage’s 
trips to the Everglades. Thru January 9 One in Three: Let’s Solve Our Dropout Crisis This exhibition features 
images, photographed by Jacksonville artist Ingrid Damiani, chronicling the compelling challenges and suc-
cesses of local students. Through August 9  Beyond Ukiyo-e: Japanese Woodblock Prints and their Influ-
ence on Western Art In 1853 American Commodore Matthew Perry forcefully opened the country to foreign 
trade. As a result travelers and goods soon flowed between Japan, Europe, and America at an unprecedented 
rate. Japanese woodblock prints, used as packing material for porcelain, provided Europeans and Americans 
with their first glimpses of this insular nation. By 1867, hundreds of Japanese woodblock prints were exhibited 
in museums and world fairs, and sold by art dealers and import shops. January 10-July 8 Richard Chamber-
lain: Year of the Sheep In the late 1980s, Richard Chamberlain began a series of paintings dealing with his 
experiences in Vietnam.  Called The Year of the Sheep, which refers to the Chinese calendar designation for 
1967, the year he spent in Southeast Asia, the series is comprised of black-and-white images that are remi-
niscent of abstracted landscapes. More than 20 years after his tour of duty in the Marines, Chamberlain still 
found himself haunted by his war experiences and used his skill as an artist to work through these emotions. 
What began as bands of black and white slowly emerged into these stark visions, where the viewer becomes 
drawn into the conflict. January 31-August 15  50 Forward: New Additions to the Permanent Collection The 
Cummer will unveil new acquisitions made through gifts and purchases in honor of the Museum’s 50th An-
niversary. The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, 355-0630, www.cummer.org  

MOCA
Thru January 8 Larry Clark: The Tulsa Series and Shared Vision: The Sondra Gilman and Celso Gonzalez-
Falla Collection of Photography One of the world’s best private collections of photography. Thru January 
22 Annual UNF Art & Design Faculty Exhibition Currently on display are numerous pieces of mixed media 
works, featuring drawings, paintings, prints, photography, ceramics and sculptures. Thru March 11 Project 
Atrium: Gustavo Godoy The new Project Atrium exhibit is Gustavo Gudoy’s Big Blue. January 28 - April 8  Re-
Focus: Art of the ‘60s This exhibition delves into one of the seminal and radical periods of contemporary art. 
The arts—literature, art, dance, and theater—went through a fascinating period of growth and change during 
the 1960s. New, experimental art forms like pop art and happenings drew new public attention to artistic 
expression. Trends in the arts reflected both the turbulent social and political trends of the time and the influ-
ence of artists and writers of an earlier generation. By the 1960s, America had been involved in some sort of 
military conflict for nearly three decades, and it affected how artists saw the world. The civil rights movement 
and the sexual revolution helped to expand participation in the arts, and these new participants brought fresh 
insights to the art they practiced.  Join MOCA as it explores major movements of the decade: Pop Art, Op art, 
performance art, minimalism, color field painting, hard-edge and Post-painterly abstraction. Experience master 
works by artists that defined a generation: Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, Willem de Kooning, Mark Rothko, 
Jasper Johns, and Robert Rauschenberg. MOCA Jacksonville, www.mocajacksonville.org, 366-6911

RITZ THEATRE AND MUSEUM
Currently on Exhibit More Than a Game: African American Sports in Jacksonville, 1900-1975 This major 
African-American gallery exhibit examines a chapter of recent history that still resonates in the hearts and 
memories of three generations of this community’s African Americans and highlights the profound impact of 
the coach/student athlete relationship during segregation. From hundreds of donated photographs, documents 
and personal memorabilia (including “Bullet” Bob Hayes’ track shoes worn in the 1964 Olympics), the exhibit 
takes a look back at the legendary coaches, outstanding players and great events. The Ritz Theatre and Mu-
seum hours are Tuesday- Friday, 10 am- 5 pm, and Saturday, 10 am- 2 pm. Ritz Theatre and Museum, 829 N. 
Davis Street, 632-5555, www.ritzjacksonville.org

January 4 First Wednesday Art Walk: Little Van Gogh-Goghs Main Library - The Teen Department hosts the 
Chibi art show, plus view photography by Renee Parenteau and the “Lincoln: the Constitution and the Civil 
War” traveling exhibition. Headquarters @ Hemming Plaza - Enjoy artwork by the students of the Art Institute 
of Jacksonville and visit tables by the Museum of Science and History and The Cummer Museum of Art and 
Gardens. Visit Jacksonville - Enjoy music throughout the evening by young, local singers and performers. Bee 
Gallery & Design Studio - Hosts award-winning Thomas J. Vercher as the featured artist. W.A. Knight - Thief 
in the Knight and Dig Foods presents an a la carte vegan dinner with handmade and vintage goods. River City 
Gourmet - Hosts artwork by Barbara Rothchild. Ring in the new year with cheese and wine! LIT Downtown 
- Visit this historic 1905 building, view local artwork and enjoy cocktails for all occasions. Art Walk is 5- 9 
pm, rain or shine. Free street parking after 6 pm. www.downtownjacksonville.org or www.DTJax.org by mobile 
phone.

January 5 - February 25 Prophetic Art Acrylics by Annmarie Benavidez. Artists reception, Friday, 
January 6, 5:30-8:00 pm. Museum hours: Tues. - Fri. 10-3 and Sat 10-4. Karpeles Manuscript Library Mu-
seum, 101 West First Street, 356-2992

January 6 New Artists at Plum Gallery Premiering at the th First Friday are the works of Sydney McKenna, 
Sara Pedigo and M.H. Myers as well as proprietors Karen Sheridan and Susanna Richter-Helman. McKenna 
is much appreciated for her interpretations of how the many transformations of water tie us to other places 
physically and metaphorically. Pedigo’s work has been in the Smithsonian Institution National Portrait Gallery. 
Myers, while also a painter, is exhibiting his spectacular black and white photography. Richter-Helman is best 
known for her backlit collages and whimsical paper cube works. Sheridan hit her stride while living in Key 

West becoming enamored of the colorful cottages dotting the island. She is able to continue that love here 
depicting many similar surviving St. Augustine structures.  Plum Gallery, 9 Aviles St. in St. Augustine, 904-
825-0069, www.PlumArtGallery.com 

January 13 Mark Ruwedel An exhibition of photographs by Mark Ruwedel opens on Friday, January 13. There 
will be a conversation between the artist and Flagler’s Asst. Professor of Art History, Dr. Chris Balaschak on 
Thursday, January 12 at 7 pm. Crisp-Ellert Art Museum, Flagler College, St Augustine, 826-8530,  www.
flagler.edu/crispellert

Thru January 10 Discovery. The Spirit Of The Horse The Jacksonville International Airport Arts Commission 
presents Northeast Florida painters Ginny Elliott and Suzi Berg. This exhibition takes a look at a magnificent 
creature, the horse. Berg approaches the animal with a fierce and dynamic style, showing movement and 
power through her use of color and bold strokes. Haskell Gallery at JAX, Jacksonville International Airport, 
pre-security

Thru January A Woman’s World Cabeth Cornelius is pleased to present six bold female artists (Cosby, Foard, 
Freshman Brown, Pedigo, Vigilante) who make the world their own in an upcoming exhibition at C Gallery at 
Daryl Bunn Studios. C Gallery at Daryl Bunn Studios, 643 Edison Ave, 525-3368

Thru January Geoff Mitchell: Entries of a Diary Thief Florida Mining, a gallery of contemporary art, is de-
lighted to present “Entries of a Diary Thief,” 18 new works by Los Angeles-based artist Geoff Mitchell. Much 
of Mitchell’s work is driven by the sensation of pareidolia, a psychological misperception involving a vague or 
obscure stimulus being perceived as something distinct and significant. Florida Mining is located at 5300 Shad 
Road, www.floridamininggallery.com

February 3-4 Salvador Dali: The Argillet Collection  The collection is available for acquisition on February 3rd 
and 4th.   The exhibit is a rare opportunity to meet Madame Christine Argillet, daughter of Dali’s legendary pub-
lisher and confidante Pierre Argillet, with two scheduled special appearances by Madame Argillet for the public 
between the hours of 6:00 pm- 8:00 pm at the gallery on both evenings. Previews begin January 27. Avondale 
Artworks, 3562 St Johns Ave, 384-8797, www.AvondaleArtworks.com

SCULPTURE CREATED WITH REMNANTS OF FIRE 

 On Sunday, January 8, a public art/monumental sculpture made from the last remaining 
piece of the original Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church will be unveiled. This marks the 4th anniver-
sary of the fire which completely destroyed the original sanctuary established in 1945. This event 
is from 2 - 4 pm and is open to the public.
 The fire, occurring on Dec 23, 2007, destroyed the entire 3 story high sanctuary - admired 
throughout North Florida for its glorious stained glass windows - and left only one recognizable 
remnant, the primary beam at the peak of the church. 
 35-year-strong, Jacksonville art teacher and local artist Jim Smith, inspired by the resolve 
and unity of his congregation, was moved to create a large, water themed public artwork by 
repurposing the I-beam.  The piece symbolizes the strength of the church’s fellowship and their 
banding together to raise an even more breathtaking building from the ashes of destruction of 
Christmas 2007. This is the second time the city of Jacksonville has been graced with Smith’s 
progressive, sculpture style and a permanent and for-the-public, outdoor art display. Mr. Smith 
will be giving an informative talk about his process in the new sanctuary at 3 pm. 
 Robert Arleigh White – Exec Director of the Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville had 
this to say about the sculpture. “It occurs to me that the piece, placed as it is in an accessible 
communal setting, reminds us that beauty oftentimes comes to us through an intense process of 
change and challenge. The setting is surprisingly contemplative. Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church 
has an important and well regarded record of using art to help all of us, regardless of our tradi-
tions and personal aspirations, to uplift our gaze to see better and more deeply through reflection 
and quiet.”
 Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church is known as a significant church in Jacksonville and 
northeast Florida. Its intimate congregation overcame the loss of their church to bring a new sanc-
tuary - designed with the help of a world renowned architect - to one of Jacksonville’s busiest 
thoroughfares. Moreover, they replaced the celebrated stained glass windows with more and mul-
tiple Marc Chagall inspired stained glass windows for all of Jacksonville to enjoy. The Church is 
located at 4001 Hendricks Avenue.
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  This year’s Art Basel (Miami Beach) was pastiche-
like in the forms and textures it consumed and belched back 
out. Rather like a visual counterpart to the Beatles’ Abbey Road, 
there were soaringly perfect highs; guttural base notes; oddball, 
octopus-like inclusions; and, for those who looked closely and 
quietly, Her Royal Majesty.
  If last year’s Basel, with citywide sculptures, pop-up 
parks, and a luminous beachside installation, was an expan-
sive, inclusive celebration, then this year’s scaled back, less 
effusive display was a return to business. The vibe, though still 
Miami Beach, was a little reserved, and even the art on display 
seemed more concerned with its own near blue-chip status. 
There was an almost somber Robert Rauschenberg piece and 
a Ryan McGinley photo that seemed to pander. As a whole, 
though, the work seemed more serious and subtle, and in those 
instances where excess or obviousness emerged, they seemed 
somehow out of place and gauche. Although there were a few 
SoBe moments, like standing at the La Sandwicherie horking 
down a prosciutto and fresh mozzarella sandwich after a hard 
day of dissecting art, and watching a red Lamborghini roar up. 
The gull-wing doors glide open, a perfectly appointed gentleman 
steps out, then helps a seven-foot goddess out of the passenger 
seat so they can grab grinders. It was conspicuous consumer-
ism as high art; it was absurd and fantastic.

 Lamborghini aside, even Miamians seemed more comfortable 
toning down the celebrations this year and doing their own, far-away-from-Basel thing. Tattoo Studio Ocho 
Placas hosted “Omerta,” an art show and book release party to celebrate a book of the same name. (Full 
disclosure: My husband, Nick Wagner, was included in the book and opening.) But in the following days, 
familiar faces were spotted in tents around town.
 Last year’s Scope Art Fair was epic and energizing, constrasted with the conservative and quiet of this 
year. It seemed there was an attempt to take the long view of art history and showcase much more serious 
art. For example, the Jonathan Levine Gallery can usually be counted on to mount an impressive display 
that is equal parts playful and profound. Their 2009 A.J. Fosik display was breathtaking and ambitious.
 This year, the gallery featured the underwater photography of Jason DeCaires Taylor. The former 
scuba instructor carves and casts life-sized fi gurative works, then installs them underwater in the Museo 
Subacuático de Arte (MuSA), the world’s fi rst underwater museum, which will eventually provide the ba-
sis for a new reef system. In the images, it is clear to see how the sea is reclaiming the objects, and the 
resulting photographs are beautiful and haunting, but not terribly exciting, as one underwater image looks 
like another. So while there were poetic thoughts, there was little visual poetry. It was a headspace kind of 
display.
 On the opposite end of the spectrum was the priced-to-move, slightly haphazard installation of artist 
Rocky Grimes. In fact, when compared with his “fi ner” art, the installation, with panels priced from $25 to 
$75, was graphic, geometrically spare, and engrossing in a way that his self-referential clip art silkscreen 
mashups aren’t.
 But then, most artists are fairly self-referential. At the Mary Boone booth inside of Basel proper, Bar-
bara Kruger’s huge text pieces were showcased: HOW MUCH, BLEED US DRY, and PLENTY SHOULD BE 
ENOUGH. Text in art is always seductive. It is almost like script in a tattoo because no matter how often one 
is able to dismiss the mundane and trite, every now and again there is that perfect phrase that stops time. 
Kruger’s works might not be those perfect koans (this writer fi nds them a little outdated and ineffective), 
but they make the point, and do it from inside of art history. And they are worth looking at, if for no other 
reason than to craft an opposing reaction.
 Also waving at the viewer from art history were a couple of early (authenticated) Jean Michel Basquiat 
drawings, circa 1978. Drawn in the bubbly, trippy style of Peter Max with a soupçon of the gruesome, the 
works were clearly the efforts of a very young artist with a Pop sensibility. They are an interesting and hu-
manizing counterpart to Basquiat’s known and celebrated canon.
 Aqua Art Miami, held in Miami Beach this year, had some interesting artists and works on display, but 
the restrictions of the space made viewing the art a little diffi cult and close. Because the fair was housed in 
the Aqua Hotel, which is built around a courtyard, each exhibitor had a hotel-room-sized space in which to 
display work. Not ideal, but fun nonetheless. Of note were artists Carly Waito, Misako Inaoko, and Chaunc-
ey Peck (no relation).
 No visit to Miami during Basel is complete without a stroll through Wynwood. This year there was one 
more reason to dodge concertina wire and cement sinkholes: Jacksonville artist Shaun Thurston exhibited 
in a warehouse show entitled Co11ective. The show was comprised of eleven world-class graffi ti artists, 
and Thurston’s participation was facilitated by CoRK developer Mac Easton, whose sister, Lizzie Easton-
Montes, produced the show.
  “One of the main reasons we decided to do the show was the excitement and energy involved in the 
Wynwood street art scene last year during Basel,” says Easton-Montes. “My husband [Tek6] is a street 
artist, so for us to be in the middle of this buzz was strategic. I mean, if you took a walk down the street 

on any given day during Basel, you would see 30 or 
more street artists working on wall. This is unheard of 
and exciting. And most exciting was that it was art-
ists from all over the world, sharing energy, sharing 
technique.” Indeed this year, Wynwood might have 
been where all of Basel’s energy and positivity was 
centered.
 Incidentally, for those wondering where the 
Queen was spotted, that was just my oh-so-clever 
way to include a dig at Mr. Brainwash. In addition to 
a show at Boulon of his trademark paint-splattered 
prints (the Queen is a favorite subject), he did a site-
specifi c installation on Collins between Setai and the 
W. Titled “Under Construction,” Brainwash grouped 
a phalanx of cardboard cutout Stormtroopers on the 
tiers of an as-yet-unfi nished building project. It was 
lazy, slapdash and boring.
 Perhaps, though, the message to take away from 
this year’s Basel was one loopily painted on a wall 
at the corner of North Miami Avenue and NW 24th 
Street: When I Found You, I Found Love.
 
Art Basel 2012 runs from December 6- 9.

Quieter & Businesslike 
BY MADELEINE PECK WAGNER

DISPATCH 
FROM BASEL
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The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens
829 Riverside Avenue (356-6857) www.cummer.org

 2011 marked the Cummer’s 50th anniversary. Hope McMath, Cummer Museum Director tells 
EU, “As 2011 winds down, the staff and trustees of the Cummer find ourselves very thankful for the 
community’s engagement in our 50th Anniversary Year. After a successful Golden Anniversary Ball 
and a Community Celebration on our actual anniversary that welcomed 1,900 people, it has been an 
important milestone for the Museum and the larger community as we have celebrated the legacy of 
our founding family and set down a vision for the future.” 
 EU asked Holly Keris, Museum Curator, what lies ahead for the Cummer’s next 50 years? “As 
a result of the Cummer’s 50th Anniversary and strong support from our community, the Museum is 
thrilled to welcome a number of new acquisitions into our permanent collection. On January 30, we 
will unveil these gifts, purchases, and bequests, which shape the future of the museum’s next 50 
years. Among the highlights 20th century paintings and works on paper that push the permanent col-
lection farther ahead in time, and paintings by three of this country’s top African American artists.”  
 Later in 2012, the Cummer is planning to start the restoration of the historic Olmsted Garden, 
located on museum property just to the north of the Italian Garden. Started by Cummer family ma-
triarch Ada in the late 1890s, the property later was inherited by her son, Waldo, and his wife, Clara. 
They hired the noted Olmsted Bros. firm to incorporate Ada’s garden into the rest of their property. 
The Museum has been working with Belgian landscape architect, Francois Goffinet, to restore this 
garden to its former glory, using the original plans from the Olmsted Bros. firm and historic photos 
from the Museum’s archives. The Cummer will also be starting improvements to the landscape along 
Riverside Avenue.

50 Forward: New additioNs to the PermaNeNt ColleCtioN 
(January 31 - August 15)  The Cummer unveils new acquisitions made through gifts and purchases 
in honor of the Museum’s 50th Anniversary.

imPressioNism aNd Post imPressioNism From the high 
museum oF art  (February 16 - May 6)  This exhibit showcases almost 50 paintings, draw-
ings, and prints by such renowned artists as Claude Monet, Camille Pissarro,  Pierre-Auguste Renoir, 
Mary Cassatt and John Singer Sargent. The works in this exhibition illustrate the emergence of Im-
pressionism in 1870s France, its evolution to Post-Impressionism, and its later influence on American 
artists.   

miradas: aNCieNt roots iN moderN mexiCaN art  (June 5 - Sep-
tember 16)  This unique survey of more than 100 works takes a close look at paintings, prints and 
photographs created over the past eighty years by artists on both sides of the border- American and 
Mexican-American- to reveal a variety of cultural aspects as they emerged in the years after the Mexi-
can Revolution (1910–1920) to the present day. The works included are by some of the best-known 
Mexican artists- Diego Rivera, Rufino Tamayo, Gabriel Orozco, Manuel Alvarez Bravo, David Alfaro 
Siqueiros and Gunther Gerzso- as well as Mexican-American artists such as Judithe Hernandez, Ro-
berto Juarez and Robert Graham. 

MOCA
333 North Laura Street (366-6911)  www.mocajacksonville.org

 Museum Of Contemporary Art Jacksonville, has adorned Downtown’s Hemming Plaza since 
2003. Marcelle Polednik, Director of MOCA looks toward the horizon, “…get ready to ring in 2012- a 
year of discovery devoted to the early decades of the contemporary era. Beginning in January, each 
segment of MOCA’s three-part exhibition season will examine a pivotal decade in the evolution of con-
temporary art- the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s- exploring its key artists, concepts and works of art that 
defined these seminal epochs in the history of art and MOCA’s collection. If you think you’ve seen 
MOCA before, give us another look.”

reFoCus: art oF the 1960s  (January 28 - April 8)  This exhibition delves into one of 
the seminal and radical periods of contemporary art. The arts- literature, art, dance, and theater- went 
through a fascinating period of growth and change during the 1960s. New, experimental art forms like 
pop art and happenings drew new public attention to artistic expression. Trends in the arts reflected 
both the turbulent social and political trends of the time and the influence of artists and writers of an 
earlier generation. Join MOCA as it explores major movements of the decade: Pop Art, Op art, per-
formance art, minimalism, color field painting, hard-edge and Post-painterly abstraction. Experience 
master works by artists that defined a generation: Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, Willem de Kooning, 
Mark Rothko, Jasper Johns and Robert Rauschenberg.

Joe ForkaN’s the lebowski CyCle  (February 3 - April 1)  Presented as part 
of the Barbara Ritzman Devereux Artist Workshop, Joe Forkan’s The Lebowski Cycle is the result of a 
longstanding interest in narrative painting, particularly paintings from the Baroque and Neoclassical 
eras; complex figurative works that depict grand story arcs, compressing a multitude of thoughts, 
ideas and emotions into a singular image. Forkan explored these ideas through one of his personal 
favorite films, The Big Lebowski, trying to imagine how the characters, humor and preposterous story 
arc of the film might be enlisted to explore multiple points of view, moods and intentions if combined 
with themes and titles from well-known works of European art. The result are 14 dynamic images 
inspired by masterpieces of Western European art that have been taking the country by storm.

ProJeCt atrium: mark liCari  (March 24 - July 8)  Los Angeles-based artist 
Mark Licari technically inhabits the same world as the rest of us, but when contemplating one of his 
watercolors, large-scale drawings, or mural installations it can be hard to tell. His landscapes and 
interiors are populated by a litany of animal and botanical denizens forming an eccentric variation 
on the familiar natural world. His extemporaneous and playful nature is particularly evident when it 
comes to Licari’s site-specific wall drawings, such as the one he will create at MOCA. 

Ritz Theatre & Museum
829 North Davis Street (632-5555)  www.ritzjacksonville.com

 The Ritz Theatre & Museum houses a permanent collection of artifacts, objects, photographs, 
documents and assorted ephemera that assist in the interpretation and understanding of local history 
and puts into perspective the role of African Americans in the development of the region and nation. 
 In addition to the permanent collection’s “Lifting Every Voice in LaVilla,” the museum is currently 
exhibiting “More Than a Game: African American Sports in Jacksonville, 1900-1975.” This exhibit 
examines a chapter of recent history that still resonates in the hearts and memories of three genera-
tions of this community’s African Americans and highlights the profound impact of the coach/student 
athlete relationship during segregation. From hundreds of donated photographs, documents and per-
sonal memorabilia, the exhibit takes a look back at the legendary coaches, outstanding players and 
great events, like the incomparable East-West Classic football game on Thanksgiving Day.  

MUSEUM OUTLOOK
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 Art is not just for grown-ups anymore. Programs designed specifi -
cally for children of all ages are sprouting up all over the city. Children can 
learn the basic principles of art in various mediums in addition to learning 
the importance of self-expression through art. Classes for different ages 
and skill levels are offered at local galleries, several branches of the Jack-
sonville Public Library and by private instruction at other locations. Fami-
lies can also work together at some of these places to create projects to 
take home. 
 At the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, children can enjoy the 
gallery’s interactive art area, called Art Connections, that provides a cre-
ative outlet for pint-sized Picassos while also giving them a feel for the 
true museum experience. 
 Silvia Romero, associate director of the museum’s education depart-
ment, says that the earlier children are exposed to art museums, the more 
likely they are to enjoy the museum experience as adults. “We do receive 
a variety of feedback regarding the importance of exposure to the arts 
and the signifi cance of understanding being in a ‘real’ museum, including 
how to behave,” Romero says.
 Art Connections features a visual timeline of art through videos, 
music and hands-on sculptures. Based on the museum’s own collection, 
the interactive display takes kids on a chronological journey through over 
30,000 years of art history.
 Participants can create their own painting before their eyes using 
cyber-brush strokes on the wall-size canvas called “Picture Perfect.” Kids 
can print their masterpieces to take home and cherish. Children can also 
create a self-portrait by tracing over a computer image of themselves with 
their fi ngertips. 
 Other activities include leaf rubbings, creating a garden collage 
and the sensory delight of watching their shadow move with music on 
a lighted, rainbow-colored wall. There is also an area designed for the 
diminutive DaVincis ages 18 months to 5 years.
 The Cummer offers a variety of children’s classes throughout the 
year for all age groups. All classes offer paint, drawing, clay and a variety 
of other mediums. “Art for Two” is featured one Saturday per month for 
children ages 3 to 5 with a parent or guardian. The monthly theme refl ects 
pieces found in one of the museum’s permanent collection.
 Romero cites, as an example, the museum’s Meissen Porcelain 
collection, thhrough which children may express themselves by having a 
tea party, singing the song ‘I’m a Little Teacup’ and sculpting their own 
teacups out of clay.
  “This specifi cally teaches children to work as a team to problem-
solve, make decisions and create art using a specifi c theme relating to 
the museum’s collection or gardens,” Romero says. Fostering an early 
appreciation of the arts also helps nurture critical thinking, development 
of fi ne motor skills and the unbridled imagination of a child. 
 “Art Adventures” is held once a month for children ages six to 12. 
This program “aims students toward art-making with more in-depth prob-
lem solving in addition to planning and organizing,” Romero said.
 Taking kids to galleries is a great idea but enabling them to create 
works of art on their own with professionals to help guide them is where 
the real benefi t lies. It challenges children to think outside the box and 
have something to show for it, inside and out.
 See below for a listing of upcoming art programs for your child.

MOCA
 “ArtFusion,” a free family activity, is held on Sundays in the Art 
Exploration loft on the fi fth fl oor of the Museum of Contemporary Art 
Jacksonville (MOCA). Families can enjoy 16 interactive stations to cre-
ate their own works of art related to the museum’s permanent collection. 
Admission is free for kids and accompanying adults from noon to 4 pm 
every Sunday. 

JACKSONVILLE PUBLIC L IBRARY
 The Jacksonville Public Library hosts a variety of children’s art en-
deavors each month at branches throughout the city. “Art on the Square” 

will be held at 1 pm on Wednesday, January 4 in the children’s room of 
the Southeast Branch Library. The event will feature arts and crafts for 
children ages 2 to 5 with a parent or adult caregiver. Registration is avail-
able on the morning of the event. 

At the Ponte Vedra Branch Library, elementary-age students in 
grades K through 5 can enjoy an afternoon of “After School Crafts” with 
teen mentors from the Nease High School Arts in Motion Club. Activities 
are held in the library’s PGA Media Room. All materials are provided, the 
event is free and no registration is required. All kids under 10 must have 
adult supervision. 
 “Family Art Time” is offered at 3:30 pm on Thursday, January 5 at 
the Willowbranch Library. The program is available for families with kids 
ages 12 and under to make a special art project together. 
 The Pablo Creek Library also hosts “Family Art Time” at 10:30 am 
on Tuesday, January 10 in Community Room A. The event is open to all 
ages. Children and their families are encouraged to craft fun and creative 
projects to help kids develop cognitive and physical skills. All supplies are 
provided using recycled materials. Participants should bring a smock or 
an old T-shir t. Tickets are available prior to the program at the children’s 
reference desk. Call 992-7101 for information.

MOSH
 On January 21, the Museum of Science and History (MOSH) will 
host a “Lego Building Competition” designed to help nurture the link be-
tween creativity and science education. The competition is open to par-
ticipants in grades K through 9. Kids can work in teams or as individuals 
to create original designs. Registration is under way. Call 396-MOSH for 
information.

ARTSONVILLE FOR KIDS
BY LIZA MITCHELL

photo by alina kodatt
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family events
January 5 Spoken Word 7 pm, FREE. Ritz 
Theatre & Museum, 632-5555, www.ritzjack-
sonville.com

January 6 Amateur Night 7:30 pm, $5.50, Ritz 
Theatre & LaVilla Museum, 632-5555, www.
ritzlavilla.com

January 7 Jacksonville Giants Basketball 
The Giants play the Atlanta Experience, 7 pm. 
Veterans Memorial Arena, 355-6531, www.
jacksonvillegiants.com

January 7 The Undertones in Concert The 
Notre Dame Undertones, a 12-man, a cappella 
chorus from the University of Notre Dame are 
appearing in Jacksonville for one show only. 
Tickets are $10 per person. Net proceeds 
from the show will help fund charities such as 
the Wounded Warrior, Haiti Relief and Harbor 
House. 7 pm. Bolles Middle School, Betsy 
Lovett Art Center, Parker Auditorium, 2264 
Bartram Road, 571-0483

January 8 Kicks For Sticks 5K and Fun Run 
This race is hosted by the Crosse Foundation, 
a non-profit organization of the Jacksonville 
Bullies, which was founded to help support 
and grow the sport of lacrosse. All proceeds 
from the race will benefit local lacrosse pro-
grams. 5K starts at 9 am, and the Fun Run 
begins at 9:05 am. There will also be a meet 
and greet with the players of Jacksonville Bul-
lies and the Jacksonville Bullies Dance Team. 
All participants 13 and under who sign up for 
either event will receive a free membership to 
the Jacksonville Bullies Kids Club. Fees for the 
Fun Run are $12, and for the 5K range from 
$20- $30. 9 am. Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188, www.JacksonvilleLanding.com

January 10 Discover First America: First Col-
ony Learn about the history of the Nation’s old-
est city, St. Augustine, at this program featur-
ing Dr. Kathleen Deagan, archaeologist, when 
she reports on her latest finds at the Fountain 
of Youth Archaeological Park, which is located 
on the area settled by Don Pedro Menendez 
de Aviles in 1565. Menendez re-enactor Chad 
Light and his cast will recreate the historic 
landing in 1565, which will include a full en-
tourage of Spanish soldiers, Timucuan Indians 
and Catholic priests. This event takes place 
in the Flagler College Auditorium, 14 Granada 
Street in St. Augustine, and is sponsored by 
the Fountain of Youth National Archaeological 
Park. 7 pm. Flagler College Auditorium, 14 
Granada Street, St. Augustine, www.staugus-
tine-450.com

January 13 25th Annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Breakfast Mayor Alvin Brown invites you 
to commemorate the 83rd anniversary of Dr. 
King’s bir th with a breakfast honoring his life 
and his dream for social change. Activities 
include keynote speaker Dr. Bernice A. King, a 
delicious breakfast, entertainment and more. 
7:30- 9 am. Prime Osborn Convention Center, 
www.makeascenedowntown.com 

January 14 Art for Two: Starry, Starry Night 

Cityscape Collage Come make art with your 
little one and enjoy gallery visits and time in Art 
Connections. Pre-registration recommended. 
Ages 3 to 5. Members $10 per pair, Non-mem-
bers $15 per pair. 10:30 am- 12 pm. Cummer 
Museum, 355-0630, www.cummer.org 

January 14 Jacksonville Giants Basketball 
The Giants play the Savannah Storm 7 pm. 
Veterans Memorial Arena, 355-6531, www.
jacksonvillegiants.com

January 14 American Red Cross Babysitting 
Workshop for Teens For ages 11 to 15. The 
course will provide basic child care and first 
aid skills for infants and toddlers. During the 
course participants will also acquire the skills 
to identify and apply emergency action steps. 
This is an all-day event; please bring lunch. 
Registration is required; fee is $85. 9 am to 
3:30 pm. Northeast FL Red Cross Headquar-
ters, 751 Riverside Ave, 1-800-REDCROSS, 
www.redcross.org

January 16 MLK Day at MOSH Join MOSH as 
we honor civil rights leader Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s legacy with live performances from Play-
ers by the Sea at noon and 1 p.m. Learn about 
MLK, Jr.’s life as actors portray Rosa Parks 
and Martin Luther King, Jr. MOSH, 396-7062, 
www.themosh.org

January 19- 22 Ringling Bros and Barnum 
and Bailey Circus: Dragons Circus performers 
from the farthest reaches of the earth have as-
sembled for Ringling Bros. Presents DRAGONS 
to showcase their astounding acts of bravery 
and astonishing athleticism. Ringling Bros. 
Ringmaster Johnathan Lee Iverson presides 
over this fantastical celebratory tournament of 
circus champions that brings together mystic 
dragon lore with authentic circus feats. DRAG-
ONS is a never-before-seen blend of renowned 
spiritual and real life legends. Tickets range 
from $15 to $69. All access pre-show starts 
one hour prior to show and are included with 
admission. Thursday January 19 7:30pm; Fri-
day January 20 7:30pm; Saturday January 21 
11:30am, 3:30pm, 7:30pm; Sunday January 
22 1pm, 5pm. Jacksonville Veterans Memorial 
Arena, 630-3900, www.jaxevents.com

January 20 The Spencers: Theatre of Illusion 
For the Spencers, magic is no longer merely 
about baffling the audience by doing something 
seemingly impossible. Magic these days is 
about drama, spectacle, interaction, danger 
and personality. And that’s exactly what sepa-
rates the Spencers from every other magical 
performer in the field. The husband-wife team 
can penetrate through walls and levitate with 
the best of them, but they do it with world-
class charisma and style, packing one of the 
biggest, most state-of-the-art illusion rigs in 
the business. 7:30 pm. Tickets $20-25. Florida 
Theatre, 355-2787, www.floridatheatre.com

January 21 LEGO Competition Kindergarten-
ers through 9th graders will battle it out in a 
LEGO Building Competition designed to foster 
creativity and promote science education. Par-

ticipants will work in teams or as individuals to 
build original LEGO designs for the chance to 
win great prizes! The SOLD-OUT LEGO Com-
petition is from 9 am to 1:30 pm MOSH, 396-
7062, www.themosh.org

January 21 Animal Signs Join a Park Ranger 
for a presentation and leisurely guided hike 
through different Florida ecosystems on a 
quest to characterize tracks left by an assort-
ment of critters. This program will take place at 
the Ribault Club on Fort George Island Cultural 
State Park. No reservations are necessary and 
the program is free. 2 pm. Fort George Island 
Cultural State Park, 11241 Fort George Road, 
Ft. George Island, 251-2320, www.floridastate-
parks.org

January 21 Art Adventures: Starry, Starry 
Night Cityscape Collage Classes in painting, 
printmaking, collage and construction. Pre-reg-
istration recommended. Ages 6 to 12. 10:30 
am- 12:30 pm. Members $10, Non-members 
$15. Cummer Museum, 355-0630 www.cum-
mer.org 

January 21 Magnet Mania and More School 
Choice Expo At Magnet Mania and More 
School Choice Expo parents will have the 
chance to learn about magnet programs, 
career academies, charter schools and high 
school acceleration programs available for the 
2012-13 school year in Duval County. Vendors 
supportive of education will also have exhibits. 
This is a showcase of area elementary, middle 
and high schools. Free admission and free 

parking. 11 am to 3 pm. Prime F. Osborn III 
Convention Center, 630-4000, www.magnet-
programs.com

January 23 School House Rock Live! The 
songs are all the upbeat, toe-tapping hits from 
the cartoon series including ‘Conjunction Junc-
tion,’ ‘Unpack Your Adjectives,’ ‘Interjections’ 
and more. This is a music-filled show, enter-
taining for young audiences and those who 
remember the Saturday morning School House 
Rock cartoon series. Grades K - 3. Thrasher-
Horne Center for the Arts, Orange Park, 276-
6750, www.thcenter.org

January 26 Cosmic Concerts: First Friday 
Floyd Experience total-sensory entertainment 
as laser lights, high-def images and digital 
sound collide to create a Cosmic Concert! Pink 
Floyd: The Wall, Matinee at 5 pm, Pink Floyd: 
Wish You Were Here at 6 pm, Pink Floyd: Dark 
Side of the Moon at 7 pm and Pink Floyd: Best 
of the Wall at 8 pm. Tickets are available at 
www.moshplanetarium.org or at the door. Tick-
ets are $5 per person per show; laser glasses 
cost $1. MOSH, 396-7062, www.themosh.org

January 28 Run 5 To Keep Kids Alive Fun Run 
The Run 5 to Keep Kids Alive marathon and 
one mile Fun Run will be held at the Jackson-
ville Landing. Funds raised will support Wolf-
son Children’s Hospital. Registration starts at 
1pm, Fun Run is at 1:30 pm, and the marathon 
is at 2 pm. Fun Run is $12. 1:30 pm. Jack-
sonville Landing, 353-1188, www.Jacksonvil-
leLanding.com

Gainesville’s 26th Annual 
Hoggetowne Medieval Faire 

  Experience a world of medieval magic, where jousting knights, dancing gypsies and 
historic heroes mingle with visitors at the 26th Annual Hoggetowne Medieval Faire. During 
the last weekend in January and the first weekend in February, on January 28 and 29 and 
February 4 and 5, the Alachua County Fairgrounds transforms into a medieval marketplace 
filled with hundreds of artisans and entertainers. 
 Fairgoers will not just be immersed in medieval atmosphere, they will see more than 
160 talented artisans, who travel from across the country to display and sell their tradition-
al wares. The winding pathways of Hoggetowne overflow with troupes of actors, musicians 
and street performers. Crowds cheer for armored knights as they joust on the Tournament 
Field, while eight stages of continuous entertainment feature majestic performances of 
full flight falconry, aerial acrobatics and unbelievable magic acts. Food will be available for 
famished lords and ladies. The Faire also offers entertainment for children. 
 Faire hours are 10 am to 6 pm on Saturdays and Sundays, and 9:30 am to 3 pm 
on Friday, Feb. 3. Admission is $14 for adults, $7 for children ages 5 to 17 and free for 
children younger than 5. Tickets are half-price on Friday, February 3. Alachua County Fair-
grounds, (352) 334-ARTS, www.gvlculturalaffairs.org.



	 As	I	head	up	the	steps	and	through	the	back	door	of	the	new	Sun-Ray	Cinema	in	Five	Points,	
the	first	thing	I	notice	is	that	it	looks	like	a	real	movie	theater.	Gone	are	the	metal	office	chairs	previ-
ously	scattered	across	dingy	carpet.	In	their	place	stand	tidy	rows	of	actual	movie	theater	seats	on	
newly	constructed	risers.	Also	gone	are	the	unpredictably	spaced	tables,	which	necessitated	reaching	
over	one’s	movie-going	partner	for	the	retrieval	of	drinks	and	snacks.	Long,	narrow	tables	now	run	
the	length	of	each	row	of	seats,	designed	not	only	for	ease	of	beverage	retrieval,	but	also	to	have	a	
low	enough	profile	that	they	won’t	block	a	movie-goer’s	view	of	the	screen.	On	the	audiovisual	front,	
there’s	a	brand-new	screen,	freshly	tweaked	sound	system	and	acoustic	ceiling	tiles.	There	are	even	
sound-dampening	drapes	clothing	the	previously	naked	walls,	providing	aesthetic,	as	well	as	aural,	
relief.	Many	of	these	features	are	standard	to	any	theater	worth	its	salt,	but	for	them	to	be	found	here	
in	Five	Points	means	that	for	the	first	time	in	a	very	long	while,	the	Riverside/Westside	area	has	a	
movie	theater	able	to	compete	with	the	multiplexes	of	the	Southside	or	Orange	Park.
	 As	I	settle	down	in	one	of	the	comfortable	new	seats	to	speak	with	the	theater’s	owners,	I	
ponder	the	luxury	of	being	able	to	place	beer	and	popcorn	not	in	a	shared	cupholder	or	on	a	faraway	
table,	but	directly	in	front	of	me	at	perfect	arm-reaching	height.	This	amenity,	almost	more	than	the	
fancy	new	screen	and	awe-inspiring	sound	system,	sticks	with	me.	Why	has	no	one	thought	of	this	
before?	What’s	more,	Sun-Ray’s	bold	zero-tolerance	policy	toward	texting	and	talking	during	movies	
represents	a	refreshing	departure	from	the	inevitable	distractions	of	a	typical	night	at	the	cineplex.	As	
I	begin	to	speak	to	Sun-Ray	owners	Tim	and	Shana	Massett,	one	of	the	first	things	Tim	suggests	is	
that	“it’s	not	rocket	science”-	this	whole	movie	theater	thing.	Maybe	not,	but	these	two	seem	to	be	on	
to	some	pretty	smart	stuff.	I’m	withholding	judgement:	these	two	might	be	rocket	scientists.
	 Veterans	of	Jacksonville’s	movie	theater	scene	(if	there	can	be	said	to	be	such	a	thing),	the	
two	actually	met	behind	the	concession	stand	at	the	San	Marco	Theater,	where	both	were	working	
in	2003-	a	fitting	start	to	a	partnership	that	has	now	culminated	in	the	acquisition,	renovation	and	
reopening	of	the	former	Five	Points	Theater	under	the	new	moniker,	Sun-Ray	Cinema.	At	the	time	
that	they	met,	Shana	had	recently	graduated	from	Berklee	College	of	Music	in	Boston	and	decided	
to	relocate	to	Jacksonville	to	teach	music,	taking	the	job	at	San	Marco	on	the	side.	Tim,	some	in	
Jacksonville	may	remember,	was	also	at	the	time	operating	an	underground	theater	called	The	Pit	and	
serving	as	programmer	for	the	Jacksonville	Film	Festival.	When	he	was	offered	the	opportunity	to	

build	a	movie	theater	from	the	ground	up	in	Duluth,	Minnesota,	the	couple	picked	up	and	moved,	with	
neither	expecting	they’d	be	returning	to	Jacksonville.	After	Tim	completed	his	project,	however,	the	
two	began	looking	around	for	opportunities	to	acquire	a	movie	theater	of	their	own.	Without	imagin-
ing	they’d	end	up	back	where	they’d	come	from,	Shana	says,	“We	were	keeping	an	eye	out	for	the	
first	thing	that	came	available,	and	it	just	happened	to	be	this.”	It	turned	out,	though,	that	“this”	was	
an	ailing	theater	that	needed	quite	a	bit	of	work	(and	money)	to	fit	the	vision	the	Massetts	had	been	
developing	over	the	years.	Still,	it	was	in	a	location	they	felt	had	great	potential,	in	a	neighborhood	
with	which	they	had	been	intimately	acquainted	before	leaving	Jacksonville.	They	began	looking	into	
raising	money	to	acquire	the	space.

	 It	was	at	this	point,	Shana	tells	me,	that	her	father	recommended	they	try	fund-raising	through	
crowdsourcing,	a	model	popularized	by	the	fundraising	website	Kickstarter.	After	looking	at	their	
options,	they	settled	on	a	similar	website	called	Ulule,	which	allowed	them	to	set	up	a	fundraising	
page	within	their	parameters.	For	some	watching	from	the	outside,	the	results	have	been	somewhat	
unexpected	in	that	more	than	$100,000	was	raised	through	a	combination	of	small	donations	by	indi-
viduals	and	support	from	private	investors.	Tim	and	Shana,	though,	say	they	weren’t	surprised	at	the	
support	the	theater	was	able	to	garner.	As	Shana	puts	it,	“We	wouldn’t	have	done	it	if	we	didn’t	think	
that	the	community	would	support	it.”	The	two	clearly	know	their	market	and	their	strengths.	With	the	
money	needed	to	get	started,	they	set	about	making	the	renovations	the	theater	needed	to	offer	the	
kind	of	movie-going	experience	the	community	had	been	waiting	for.

A Sunny OutlOOk 
Cinema in Five Points	

by Amy moore

“We wouldn’t have done it if we didn’t think 
that the community would support it.”

photos by rachel henley
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	 Now	that	the	Massetts	have	made	those	renovations,	all	over	the	course	of	an	exhausting	couple	
of	months,	they	are	eager	to	share	their	new,	improved	theater	with	the	community	that	made	it	all	
possible.	Asked	about	their	vision	for	the	future	of	Sun-Ray,	both	Tim	and	Shana	answer	in	the	same	
way;	they	want	this	to	be	a	theater	that	“everybody	comes	to.”	Shana	says,	“We	don’t	want	people	
to	think	that	it’s	an	upscale	movie	theater	and	save	it	for	their	big	date	night.	It’s	a	regular	place.”	She	
thinks	for	a	moment	before	adding	with	a	smile,	“This	is	not	something	you	need	to	be	cool	enough	
to	do.”	This	marketing	of	Sun-Ray	as	an	everyday	theater	offering	an	experience	comparable	to	plac-
es	like	Tinseltown	and	AMC	is	a	common	thread	in	the	conversation.	Shana	describes	their	mission	
succinctly	when	she	says,	“I	want	people	to	come	see	the	movies	they	were	going	to	see	anyway,	
but	here.”

	 That	said,	there	are	some	bonuses	to	Sun-Ray	that	can’t	be	found	at	a	chain	multiplex	theater,	
namely	what	they	serve	their	patrons.	Instead	of	vats	of	soda	and	stale	nachos,	the	menu	will	feature	
lots	of	organic	and	local	options,	with	vegan	and	non-vegan	items	to	choose	from	along	the	lines	
of	hand-tossed	pizzas	(the	Massetts’	own,	long-perfected	recipe),	sandwiches,	a	popcorn	fixings	
bar,	and	beer	and	wine.	There	is	even	talk	of	having	a	gourmet	root	beer	or	ginger	ale	custom-made	

for	the	theater	by	a	local	brewery.	By	the	way,	in	addition	to	craft	beverages,	basics	like	Miller	Lite	
and	Yuengling	will	also	be	served	with	nary	a	raised	eyebrow.	So	for	those	who	prefer	a	no-frills	ap-
proach	to	theater	fare,	there	are	options	as	well.	Patrons	will	enjoy	freshly	prepared	food	delivered	
to	their	seats,	which,	in	case	I	didn’t	mention	it	before,	are	pretty	darned	comfortable.	Some	of	the	
all-star	vendors	who	will	be	supplying	food	and	drink	to	the	theater	include	Black	Hog	Farm,	Intuition	
Ale	Works,	Bold	City	Brewery	and	Blue	Buddha	Foods,	to	name	a	few.	When	asked	about	working	
with	these	up-and-coming	local	businesses,	Shana	seems	delighted	to	report	that	everyone	they’ve	

worked	with	in	the	business	community	“has	been	super	supportive,”	and	she	looks	forward	to	
strong	partnerships	in	the	future.
	 The	Massetts	appear	determined	to	create	an	environment	that	is	not	so	much	defined	by	be-
ing	a	place	to	see	obscure	critical	favorites	(though	they	will	be	playing	some	of	those),	but	that	is	
instead	defined	by	being	a	good	place	to	see	any kind	of	movie.	In	fact,	when	asked	whether	they’re	
expecting	their	main	support	to	come	from	that	niche	audience	of	independent	film	enthusiasts,	both	
answer	emphatically	in	the	negative.	Shana	describes	creating	a	place	for	everyone,	saying,	“We’re	
the	farthest	thing	from	movie	snobs.”	That	doesn’t	mean	they	don’t	love	independent	and	critical	
darlings,	but	they	also	enjoy	and	see	the	value	of	blockbusters.	As	Tim	and	Shana	explain	it,	this	will	
be	their	bread	and	butter.	With	plans	to	do	up	to	five	showings	a	day,	the	couple	say	the	draw	of	the	
larger	films	will	sustain	the	theater	while	affording	them	the	luxury	to	play	smaller,	independent	films.	
Shana	notes	that	getting	big	numbers	for	mainstream	favorites	will	allow	them	to	“give	a	home”	to	
the	smaller	movies	that	may	not	turn	out	as	large	an	audience,	but	which	nevertheless	deserve	to	be	
seen.
	 Five	Points	may	be	the	one	of	the	best	places	in	town	to	spot	hipsters,	artists	and	pretentious	
loafer	types,	but	one	thing	the	Massetts	are	careful	to	articulate	throughout	our	conversation	is	that	
their	new	Sun-Ray	Cinema	is	no	elitist	establishment.	Yes,	there	are	local	craft	brews	on	tap,	and	yes,	
there	will	be	freshly	prepared	organic	food	and	a	popcorn	bar	with	more	fancy	toppings	than	one	can	
shake	a	stick	at,	but	in	the	end,	the	thing	the	couple	seems	to	want	most,	Tim	says,	“is	to	make	it	fun	
to	go	to	the	movies	again.”	Whether	this	means	blockbuster	films	like	David	Fincher’s	The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo, indie	documentaries	like	Dragonslayer or	cult	horror	movies	like	The Human Centi-
pede, Sun-Ray	has	aimed	so	far	to	appeal	to	a	variety	of	cinematic	tastes.	Currently	open	and	offering	
a	limited	menu,	the	theater’s	official	grand	opening	is	anticipated	for	mid-January.	Patrons	can	watch	
Sun-Ray’s	website	for	more	details.
	 I	promised	myself	as	I	began	this	article	that	I	would	make	no	puns	that	involved	replacing	the	
word	“real”	with	“reel.”	To	that	I	say,	“Thanks,	me,	for	taking	all	the	fun	out	of	writing	about	a	movie	
theater.”	Instead	of	lazy	wordplay,	then,	I	will	say	this	in	conclusion:	Sun-Ray	Cinema	looks	to	have	real 
potential	to	become	a	contender	for	all	kinds	of	moviegoers,	from	the	blockbuster	action	movie	lover	
to	the	art	house	fanatic.	Toward	the	end	of	our	interview,	as	we	discuss	what	running	a	movie	theater	
means	to	them,	Shana	and	Tim	agree	upon	the	notion	that	“movies	are	the	people’s	entertainment.”	
Sun-Ray	Cinema	appears	well-positioned	to	provide	a	strong	local	option	for	that	entertainment.

“We don’t want people to think that it’s an 
upscale movie theater and save it for their 

big date night. It’s a regular place.”
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	 Velvet	Road is local director Gustavo Cooper’s latest and most ambitious project to date. The 
short film, which runs just barely over 10 minutes, explores the idea of a zombie apocalypse affecting 
the “racially charged South of the 1960s.” Recognizable commercial actor Tom Martin plays the lead 
role of Bobby, a white mechanic who awakens in a wrecked car to find his pregnant wife Carolyne 
(played by local actress Heather Ricks) missing. Knowing she’s already been bitten, Bobby follows a 
trail of blood down the road leading to “a fateful encounter and an unthinkable choice.”
 Before shooting even began, the film spent months in preproduction. Alexandria Lewis, along 
with Cooper, first spent time crafting the story before moving on to the even lengthier process of cast-
ing and finding funding. Executive producer and local filmmaking veteran, Jon Shepard, was gracious 
enough to talk to EU about what the preproduction involved.
 Because of the equipment used, the equally professional special effects, and, of course, all the 
labor required, Velvet	Road needed quite a bit of funding to get off the ground. Shepard admitted 
raising the money was the hardest part. But Shepard, along with Lewis, Cooper and fellow producer, 
Heather Burky, got creative. “We did a couple parties. We auctioned off posters, artwork, zombie key 
chains [made by Lewis], storyboards, T-shir ts. And we literally took donations on the street.” They 
also used fundraising website Indieagogo to take donations from family, friends and anyone online 
who believed in the project. 
 Eventually, when enough money was accrued, the team was able to focus more on locations, 
actors and props. Being that Velvet	Road was to take place in the 60s, everything on screen had to 
reflect that. A third producer, Mike Masson, helped “scour the earth” for wardrobe, matching cars, the 
things in the cars and so on.
 The location amongst cornfields and cabbage patches in Hastings, Florida, was also chosen 
to reflect the story. “We needed Deep South farmland with vast horizons,” Shepard said, which they 
certainly achieved with the blue-skied Hastings location. 
 The casting was easy compared to the rest. Male lead Tom Martin was a friend of Shepard’s and 
was chosen for the role without an audition, and the rest of the characters were cast locally through 
Courtney Gardner. After all the preliminary work was done, the cast and crew were able to move to 
the much faster and much more physical process of production.
 Shot in only three days, the making of Velvet	Road was a very labor-intensive process requiring 
cooperation from every member of the extensive crew on board. The crew was comprised of not only 

the director, writer and trio of producers, but also the director of photography, fellow camera opera-
tors, camera assistants, the assistant director, audio assistants, audio technician/boom operator, 
grips, gaffers, hairstylists, makeup artists, assistant editors, and production assistants would show 
up early to set everything up. 

VelVet Road
By Faith Bennett

(continued on page 16)
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 The actress and the actors would then spend hours each 
day in the makeup trailer where they were transformed by Penny 
Dreadful, the same makeup team to work on such successes as 
The	Walking	Dead and Zombieland. As Shepard says, “The most 
fun is rolling the camera.” 
 Though everyone on set was suffering through the Southern 
heat and the recurring clouds of gnats, nobody’s performance 
suffered. A massive truck holding dozens of C-stands, reflectors and 
other equipment like dollies, a jib and many sandbags (used to keep 
expensive equipment from moving) was parked by base camp each 
day on location, and the tasks required from the crew were as varied 
as the equipment. Armed with walkie-talkies to communicate with 
producers, production assistants took turns keeping cars from driv-
ing down the “velvet road” while filming was in progress. 
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Art Institute At Jacksonville
By Faith Bennett

 
     The Art Institute of Jacksonville is one of many Florida schools to offer a film program, but admissions director Rebecca 
Burleigh believes the AI experience is unique. “What we have to offer are programs that prepare students for the industry,” she 
says. She cites small class sizes and hands-on experience as some of the advantages of an AI education. The classes generally 
range from 10 to 15 students per class, which allows students to build close relationships both with instructors and each other, 
as well as engage in that valuable hands-on experience that Burleigh mentioned.
     The equipment center at the film department at AI features multiple Canon DSLR cameras and professional audio and 
lighting equipment that students are able to check out for any project they aren’t creating for profit. The students are also given 
instruction on how to handle the above-mentioned equipment in addition to learning how to use Final Cut Pro, the school’s edit-
ing software of choice. The students don’t stop at basic editing, but also learn special effects and animation techniques such as 
rotoscoping, which, all together, assist the students in leaving the school with a solid skill set.
 The students at this SAC-accredited school are becoming notorious for taking home wins from 48-hour film festivals, and 
the staff are no strangers to being praised for their work either. Instructors Nadia Ramoutar and Steph Borklund were recently 
lauded by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission for a 30-minute documentary they created about Jacksonville’s 
former silent film legacy.
 It’s worth mentioning that AI helps students with career placement, and students are able to go directly from school to jobs 
in the industry with no trouble. The Art Institute of Jacksonville absolutely provides students with the basic technical instruction 
needed to work in the film industry as well as giving them the opportunity to learn the creative and business aspects of the indus-
try, which makes AI quite a contender for someone who is looking for a film education.

 Meanwhile, over half the crew would be around the scene 
itself performing various tasks to ensure the image was satisfac-
tory. Large reflectors were positioned around the actors so that 
the natural light used would hit the right way. At any time, two 
RED cameras where being operated so that there would be mul-
tiple shots to choose from for each take and, yards away, media 
manager Stephen Aymond extracted the footage from p2 cards 
so they could be erased and hold more footage. 
 They shot for 12 hours each day, with additional time be-
ing used to set up and break down equipment. The process was 
exhaustive, but necessary (and well worth it) to create a nice 
finished product. As Cooper says, “The best thing is seeing it 
come to life.”
 The final step was post-production, and Velvet	Road’s edi-
tor, William Gaggins, was able to help describe the “unseen art.” 
After assistant editor Keagan Anfuso synced and organized all 
the footage, Gaggins was able to complete the initial edit in just 
one week, but spent much longer tweaking it closer to perfection. 
Gaggins and Cooper worked together on the edit, ensuring that 
both voices were heard through the finished product. Gaggins 
notes, “I guess the most difficult part of editing is finding a good 
balance between respecting the director’s vision while trying to 
hopefully add something to it.” He also mentions that “you don’t 
get everything you want and have to adjust,” but says that the 
most rewarding part is when someone recognizes the post-pro-
duction work that was put in and appreciates the edit.
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     L Gustavo Cooper could very well be the most talked 
about filmmaker in Jacksonville. It would be hard to find 
anyone residing in Duval and working in the film industry 
who isn’t already well aware of his latest and most ambi-
tious project, a ten minute civil rights-era zombie film called 
Velvet	Road. Aside from Velvet	Road, Cooper constantly 
works on commercials and music videos like the video for 
Darkhorse Saloon’s song ‘Strangers,’ which previously won 
the Jacksonville Music Video Revival. EU was recently able 
to speak with Cooper on directing and inspiration.
     Gus Cooper, who pursued a career in skateboarding 
in his teens, was no stranger to making skate videos in the 
hopes of enticing sponsors. In first using a camera this way, 
Cooper realized his knack for filmmaking, but it wasn’t until 
he enrolled in the Art Institute that his talent began to really 
take shape. Cooper was originally a web design major, but 
once his talent with moving images was noticed, he was 
urged to switch majors. He says he began making music 
videos as after school projects because he loved music 
“so it went hand in hand,” and also because “music videos 
are a great gateway into commercial work.” The winning 
Darkhorse Saloon video came about when a member of the 
band that Cooper knew from skating realized Cooper had 
started shooting music videos, bringing the cycle of inciting 
incidents full circle as three of Cooper’s passions aligned.
     Cooper does not exclusively take his inspiration from 
skateboarding and music however. He notes being inspired 
by such directors as Michel Gondry and Spike Jonze, both 
of whom honed their skills crafting music videos but moved 
to artful narrative features. Cooper also mentions that he is 
“infatuated” with the work of “The Daniels,” a directing duo 
made up of Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert who divide 
their time between humorous shorts, intriguing music vid-
eos, and commercials; a tactic similar to Cooper’s own. One 
area of filmmaking that Gustavo Cooper says he has im-
proved in within the last year is being able to show a pretty 
picture while telling a well-crafted story. He says that this is 
part of the evolution of a director and continues, “When you 
just have a pretty picture and no story, you get Transformers	
3.” He then sums up his progress by saying, “Now I can 

Directing Profile on Gus Cooper
By Faith Bennett

 

MoRe dangeRous

make a pretty picture and tell a story, and that makes me more 
dangerous.”
     He does want to make clear that directing is a lot of work. 
“People think you don’t do anything, that you’re just like ‘ac-
tion.’ It’s not like that,” explains Cooper. He says that he is very 
hands-on and that the directing process requires a lot more than 
going to actors between takes and saying, “Give me more!” 
Instead, Cooper says, you have to articulate exactly what it 
is you want more of (or less of) from the actors and the crew 
members on set. The most rewarding part of directing as he 
sees it is being able to see an image in your head and then have 
it translated to a screen where others can see it too. He feels 
fortunate that he was able to work with great actors who helped 
bring his visions to life.
     Though Cooper himself may have received an arts educa-
tion from the Jacksonville Art Institute and benefited greatly 
from it, he mentions that on-set education is some of the most 
vital. For the aspiring filmmaker without the means to take 
classes, he recommends getting in contact with local produc-
tion companies and trying to get on set as much as possible. 
He says that just having a DSLR and thinking you’ll be the 
next Scorsese won’t get you anywhere without experience and 
work and that the budding filmmakers best bet is to be around 
other filmmakers and observe their process. “I have been lucky 
enough to work with very, very talented people,” he says. He 
concludes his instructions for success by saying, “Just find out 
as much as you can.”

“Boy, You Need Jesus”
By Faith Bennett

 
      Winning best music video director in the 2010 
Jacksonville Music Video Revival did not define director 
Gus Cooper as a one hit wonder. A year after showcas-
ing the performance video for Darkhorse Saloon, Cooper 
returned to wow audiences with a narrative video for Le 
Blorr’s ‘Boy, You Need Jesus.’ The video is set in the 
early 60s and tells the tale of a tent revivalist (played by 
Blorr’s Cookie) brainwashing his congregation with the 
word of “Le Blorr-ble” while angered townspeople led 
by a rebel played by Blorr’s other principle member, Hot 
Damm, plot to capture Cookie and overthrow him.
 The project was, visually, a step up from Cooper’s 
project last year. Art direction was far more apparent, as 
pieces such as “Le Blorr-ble” and Cookie’s pulpit were 
created just for the video. Additionally, the extensive cast 
was all dressed in period garb, which greatly contributed 
to the video’s ability to draw the viewer in. The crew and 
cast, primarily made up of Jacksonville residents, even 
traveled to Gainesville for the scenery in the field-filled 
video. 
 Still, perhaps the most notable thing about ‘Boy, 
You Need Jesus’ was that, as much as it intensified the 
acid-rock song and showed Cooper’s directing talent, it 
very clearly brought attention to the talent of the director 
of photography, Sean Shea, as well as the producers, 
Alexandria Lewis and Heather Burky, and to the postpro-
duction work by Tigerlilly Media. ‘Boy, You Need Jesus’ 
is an example of a thoughtfully assembled team of art-
ists working together to create one successful art piece.

 As for the fate of Velvet	Road, it’s yet to be determined. The 
10 ½-minute short was just finished and tailored for festivals in 
which it will surely succeed. Gaggins says that his “hopes for 
Velvet	Road are that people watch it and say to themselves, ‘Of 
all the 10 ½ minutes I’ve spent doing things in my life, that was 
one of the better 10 ½ minutes.’” 
 Shepard mentions that they plan to take the short to festi-
vals as a prologue for a feature they intend to produce with the 
same theme. “It’s a sizzler for a feature,” Heather Burky says. 
The possibility of the full-length civil rights zombie film gets every 
crew member excited, though Shepard says, “As of right now, the 
feature is unwritten.” Though both the feature and the future of 
Velvet	Road are unwritten, they each seem full of promise.
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 The New Year is fi nally here, fi lled with the promise of change for the better. Time for everyone 
to make resolutions that will inevitably be broken by the fi rst week in February. I’ve decided this year 
I will not make resolutions that I will end up breaking. Instead, I will make resolutions for others to 
break.

Apple Computer (aka the evil fruit empire) 
We at Apple resolve to acknowledge your 
right to use devices you buy from us any-
way you want. We will no longer limit you to 
installing software on your iPhones, iPods, 
iPads and iToilets that we have approved 
and from which we receive a percentage of 
the sales. We will recognize that once you 
have purchased a product from us, you own 
it. We will recognize that you are not just 
borrowing it from us.

Artsy Website Designers We, the website 
designers of the world, resolve on this New 
Year to quit being so damned artsy fartsy. 
We will make the websites you use intuitive 
and easy to navigate. No longer will you 
have to question why your favorite muscle 

car site has a picture of elves dancing in a waterfall. We also promise that we will not have annoying, 
coded-in music that you have no way of turning off. We recognize that when you visit a site we’ve 
designed, you do not want to question whether you are in the right place.

Portable Device Manufacturers On this New Year, we resolve to make your life easier all the time, not 
just the time your cell phone, MP3 player or tablet has a fully charged battery. We will make all our 
devices use a common charger and computer connection. No longer will you have to keep 3 char-
gers around. We will collectively band together and fi nally adopt the micro-USB port as the de facto 
standard for both charging and computer connectivity. You will only have to keep one charger and 
computer cord. You, our loyal customers, will no longer have to ask, “Do you have a charger that fi ts 
this plug?” when at a friend’s house.

Android Application Developers Recognizing that sometimes you do want to exit our applications, 
we resolve to put an exit button in the main menu. We realize that just hitting the back button until our 
app disappears but continues running in the background really is a pain. We pledge that when our ap-
plications close, they will really close. They will not continue running in the background draining your 
battery, eating up data and slowing your phone or tablet down.

AT&T We pledge to close down business permanently. Just kidding. While we know that would make 
millions happy, don’t hold your breath. What we do promise is to have reps available when you 
actually have time to call. We will make our business offi ce open when yours is, even if that means 
coming in on the weekend or staying past 5 pm. We will also try to limit your hold time to under three 
hours, but we’re not so sure how to accomplish this. We also swear that when you pay your bill, we 
will provide the promised services.

 Now that I have made resolutions for others, I feel pretty good about the New Year. It really is 
disappointing when you break your own resolutions, but since I’ve made none for myself, I can avoid 
that despair. I know the chances of those above actually living up to the goals I have chosen for them 
is slim, but wouldn’t it be nice if a few did? Happy New Year from “The Guy.”
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New Year
Special

Have Fun!
Stay Fit!

"Life may not be the party we hoped for, 
but while we're here we should dance"

GROUP ∙ PRIVATE ∙ PARTY

8732 Lone Star Rd.
Jacksonville

315 10th Ave. North
(at 3rd Street)

Jacksonville Beach
limited offers for new clients 

call for details - restrictions apply

904.725.0500
www.fredastaire,jacksonville.com
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B E S T
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S U R G E O N
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P L A S T I C
S U R G E O N

VOTED BEST PLASTIC SURGEON
18 YEARS IN A ROW!

DR. CLAYMAN SPECIALIZES IN:
Breast Enlargements · Face Lifts
Eyelids · Liposuction · Rhinoplasty
Tummy Tucks · Laser Face Lifts
Laser Hair Removal
Botox® · Juvéderm™

No-Scar Breast Reduction

LASER...
DON’T RAZOR!
Bikini  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $99
Underarm  .  .  . $99
Brazilian  .  .  . $199
Lower Legs  .  . $250

Men’s Laser
Ears .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $35
Front Neck .  .  .  .  .  .  . $80
Glabella center brow  .  .  . $35
Full Back  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $250
Full Back, Neck
& Shoulders  .  .  .  .  .  .$350

First Time Clients
Bikini .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50
Underarms .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50
Upper Lip or Chin .  . $35

Abdominal Trail  .  .  . $50

LATISSE

$85

VOTED BEST PLASTIC SURGEONVOTED BEST PLASTIC SURGEON

WELCOME TO FABULOUS!

FREE with New Year Specials:

Brunch at Metro Diner, Lunch at Bistro-Aix,

2 Premiere Movie Tickets, and... A Very Special Gift!

Fabulous Escape .  .  .  .  . $200

4 Hours of Luxury: Aromatherapy Facial, Swedish Massage,

Classic Spa Manicure & Spa Pedicure

Couples Getaway  .  .  .  . $195

Relaxing Swedish Massage for Two

Relaxation Retreat  .  .  . $129

1 Hour Massage (or Facial) & Pedicure

Woman’s Special  .  .  .  . $129

Facial, Massage & Manicure... OR Micro-Dermabrasion & Manicure

ROCK INTO THE NEW YEAR WITH US!

BOTOX $300
Be a Wrinkle Free VIP!

Botox . . . Any Two Areas!
(Both Crows Feet = One Area)
1st Time Clients Also Receive

99% Glycolic Peel And . . .
Wrinkle Free VIP Reward Program

YOU GET ALL 3!

$100 SPECIALS
Tiffany’s Touch Facial
Micro-Dermabrasion

WOW Smile (In Office)
Liquid Smile (At Home)
Body Wrap with Facial
Glycolic Facial Peel (2)

Hot Stone Massage
Endermologie (2)

$100

Cla
risonic Mia

DON’T RAZOR!

$85By
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Instant Results with 2 Great Pro
du
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!

904.208.2727
2 Shircliff Way, Suites 200-220
DePaul Professional Bldg.
Jacksonville, FL 32204

Call... or Visit Us Online
ClaymanMD.com

MyMiracleSpa.com

Board Certified by
American Board of Plastic Surgery

MM14170

Call... or Visit Us Online

American Board of Plastic Surgery
Member of the american society 

for aesthetic plastic surgery

Call... or Visit Us Online
american society of
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ON THE RIVER
BY KELLY SAVAGE

 

ECO EVENTS BY ANNA RABHAN

January – It’s Walk Your Pet month! Admit it: After the holi-
days, you need the exercise as much as your furkid does, so 
get out there and get all six (or 12, or 14...) legs moving!
 
January – Twinn Bridges Herb Farm (www.twinnbridges.com), 
which has been providing fresh herbs and heirloom veggies to 
many Jacksonville restaurants for 15 years, is opening a farm 
stand in Avondale’s historic shopping district. Twinn Bridges’ 
vegetables and eggs are produced in an environmentally gentle 
way, free of pesticides, hormones and antibiotics. The stand, 
open on Sundays from 1- 4 pm, will feature farm products 
from Twinn Bridges as well as from other like-minded farmers. 
Look for the tents!
 
January 10 – Smart lighting is more than just a choice 
between incandescent and CFL. Join the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council North Florida Chapter for “Sustainable Lighting 
Design for Interiors,” presented by electrical engineer Allen 
Weiss. Lunch starts at 11:45 am and the lecture runs from 12- 1 pm at Stellar (3015 Hartley Road). 
The event is free to USGBCNF members and $5 for non-members. You must RSVP online by 2 pm 
on January 9. To register, visit www.usgbcnf.org, scroll over “Programs” and then click on “Technical 
Forums.” While there, you can also fi nd out about the chapter’s other exciting January events.
 
January 14 – The Duval County Extension Service is betting you’re back to counting calories after 
the holidays! They’ve planned a “Low-Calorie Jams and Jellies” class just for you. Come experience 
making a low-calorie blackberry and apple spread with Splenda and take home some of the product. 
The $20 class takes place at the canning center from 9 am to noon or from 1- 4 pm. Class space is 
limited and pre-registration is required, so call Jeannie Crosby at 255-7450 to sign up by January 10.
 
January 18 – Would you like to learn about food and nutrition and share that expertise with others? 
The Duval County Extension, along with the University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences offers a Master Food and Nutrition Volunteer program to Duval County residents. This 
is a title given to individuals who receive in-depth food and nutrition training and, in return, give a 
minimum of 40 hours of volunteer service during the next year to their local County Extension Offi ce. 
Classes are on Wednesdays until March 18 and last from 9:30 am to 4 pm. A $75 charge covers 
lab supplies for the course, and participants will be given a reference book of Extension Service fact 
sheets and bulletins that apply specifi cally to our region upon completion of the course. For more 
information about the program, contact Natasha Parks at 255-7450 or nparks@coj.net.
 
January 19 – The Florida Native Plant Society, Ixia Chapter, will meet at 6:30 pm at the Regency 
Square Library. The program will be “Honeybees: Are they always the best choice for your gar-
den?” by Jean Vasicek, a Florida beekeeper and owner of Winter Park Honey. The meeting is free and 
open to the public. Visit www.ixia.fnpschapters.org or call 655-2550 for additional information.
 
January 21 – Sustainable Springfi eld is offering Cooking in Season, a series of classes, taught by lo-
cal chefs from such restaurants as Blue Bamboo, Restaurant Orsay, 29 South and Uptown Market, on 
cooking with seasonal ingredients. Chef Eddy Escriba kicks off the series with “Winter Ingredients” 
at 6 pm at Uptown Market in Springfi eld. Each class is $40. Visit www.sustainablespringfi eld.net and 
click on “Cooking in Season Classes” to register.
 
January 21 – The Duval County Extension Service offers a class perfect for aspiring gardeners. 
“Start Your Own Vegetables from Seed” is a lecture and hands-on activity. You’ll go home with 
a planted seed tray to start your garden with! Pre-registration is required for the $15 class, which 
will be held at the McDuff Avenue offi ce from 10 am to noon. Contact Jeannie Crosby at 255-7450. 
Checks, made payable to DCOHAC, may be mailed to Duval County Extension Offi ce: Attention Jean-
nie.
 
January 21 – Beaches Local Food Network’s children’s workshops have moved to winter hours. This 
month it’s “Winter Harvest Workshop” at the garden in Jarboe Park from 10- 11 am. The workshop 
is free, but children must be accompanied by an adult. Find out more about BLFN and the Children’s 
Garden at www.beacheslocalfoodnetwork.org.
 
February 11 – It’s Teacher Appreciation Day at the Georgia Sea Turtle Center! The GSTC knows 
that kids often hear about sea turtles fi rst from their teachers, and they want to show their apprecia-
tion for the work teachers do in educating children. From 10 am to 4 pm, teachers (and a guest) can 
come “sea” what it’s all about with free admission to the center, fi eld trip previews and free teacher 
resources! Teachers should pre-register by calling (912) 635-4076 in order to receive the free teacher 
resource bag. For more information about the GSTC, visit www.georgiaseaturtlecenter.org.
 
Please email listings for consideration to anna@eujacksonville.com by the 15th of each month.

From the Marsh to Mayport
“I thought as I sat there this was the quiet we knew in our distant past, when it was part of 
our minds and spirits. We have not forgotten and never will, though the scream and roar 
of jet engines, the grinding vibrations of cities, and the constant bombardment of elec-
tronic noise may seem to have blunted our senses forever. We can live with such clamor, 
it is true, but we pay a price and do so at our peril. The loss of quiet in our lives is one of 
the great tragedies of civilization, and to have known even for a moment the silence of the 
wilderness is one of our most precious memories.” - Sigurd Olson

 As I write this article, Matt Keene and Ryan Cantey, two St. Johns Riverkeeper mem-
bers, are embarking on a 310 mile journey down the St. Johns, which is actually going 
from South to North! It is not a trip for the average person. Unlike the Suwanee River, the 
St. Johns does not offer regular campsites along its banks. Adventurous paddlers must 
instead brave bare banks on their own, using only what they packed on their kayaks. Now 
that is what I call extreme camping!
 We only know of a few people who have accomplished this long journey. The fi rst 
documented trip was by Phillip Petterson in 1995. In 2008, Michelle Thatcher (Alligator-
Princess.com) was the fi rst female to solo paddle it. Avid paddlers Seth Dent and Keith 
Legette set a record in 2008 by paddling the entire river through wind and cold in 11 days! 
From 2003- 2008 Dean Campbell (a scientist with the St. Johns River Water Management 
District) broke the paddle up into sections completing the mission with many friends. He 
heavily documented his journey on his website kayakthestjohnsriver.com. Daniel Robison 
made the trek in 2009, and earlier this year Charlie Scott, Sheri Weinstein, Rob Kohnen, 
Lori and Jim Gabbert, and Orion Marx completed the trip. So you can see it is a small 
group who have the honor to say they have fully experienced the mighty St. Johns!
 These guys are the real deal. When you read their websites, you feel as though they 
know something we don’t. By connecting with nature and the river in this way, they have 
gone to places we cannot see. Matt writes a beautiful ode to the river on the site marsh-
2mayport.com that is a must read. Here is a small snippet: “I feel my spirit being caressed 
by their covered memories, and as I walk to my tent on the edge of the woods, I close my 
eyes and listen to the pads of my feet reuniting with the sounds of the earth they’d forgot-
ten how to make.”
 So say a cheer for these trailblazers of the St. Johns. I long for a time when we will 
have campsites up and down the banks of the river and paddlers galore amongst the dino-
saurs. Such a peaceful visual, I want to pack up my canoe.

Want to paddle on the St. Johns?
Kayak Amelia – Talbot Island
kayakamelia.com

First Coast Outfi tters – Downtown and more
fi rstcoastoutfi tters.com

Ripple Effects Eco Tours – Marineland
rippleeffectecotours.com

St. Johns River Paddle Rental – Blue Spring State Park
sjrivercruises.com

January River Must-See!

Blue Spring State Park
2100 W. French Avenue
Orange City, Florida 32763
386-775-3663
www.fl oridastateparks.org/bluespring

Manatee season is here! Go to Blue Spring State Park to witness the most amazing congre-
gation of the Florida Manatee. When the air temperature drops, the only way for manatees 
to stay warm in the winter is to seek refuge in our state’s treasures- our springs. It is a 
breathtaking experience, so make a plan and go!

Want to go with a group? The young professionals group, Rising Tides, is planning a kayak 
and manatee viewing trip on Jan. 14! To sign up and learn more: facebook.com/SJRK.Ris-
ing.Tides
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THE ORGANIC ADVENTURER

106 Sixth Street North, Jax Beach, Florida 32250

N E X T 
T O  N O R M A L

FSCJ  Na than  H . 
W i l s on  Cen t e r 
f o r  t h e  Ar t s

Playing January 26 thru February 5, 2011

Visit www.playersbythesea.com for info

or 904.249.0289 for reservations

M U S I C  B Y  T O M  K I T T  
B O O K  A N D  L Y R I C S  B Y 

B R I A N  Y O R K E Y

  Look around you. Chances are you’re indoors, since the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency repor ts that most Americans spend 90 
percent of their time indoors. So, think about the quality of the air 
you’re breathing, what percentage of the light you’re reading this by is 
natural versus ar tificial, how much water the building and its occupants 
use, whether the structure is a drain on the community around it or a 
contributor. These are just a few of the principles behind green building 
design.
 To understand how green building is accomplished, it’s helpful to 
think of the buildings we live, work and play in as par t of our ecosys-
tem. They have a life cycle; there are countless components that go 
into their design, construction and maintenance; and they affect the 
environment and community around them. Conceptualizing our built 
environment that way makes it easier to see the interconnectedness 
of the components and, therefore, why green building design involves 
more than just the architect. It’s also easier to see why such a complex 
process has benefited from the centralized guidance of the U.S. Green 
Building Council.
 The U.S. Green Building Council (www.usgbc.org), established in 
1993, looked at previous effor ts to design and build environmentally 
friendlier structures and best practices for doing so. Finally, in March of 
2000, it unveiled a “framework for identifying and implementing practi-
cal and measurable green building design, construction, operations and 
maintenance solutions” called LEED, or Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design.
 You may have heard the phrase “LEED Cer tified” associated with 
a building and wondered what that meant. The LEED green building 
cer tification system applies to commercial and residential proper ties 
throughout the building’s entire life cycle, from design all the way to ret-
rofit. It measures and recognizes performance in six areas: site selec-
tion; water efficiency; energy and atmosphere; materials and resources; 
indoor environmental quality; location and linkages; and awareness and 
education. This is why “green building design,” at least that of proper-
ties being considered for LEED cer tification, involves more than just the 
architect. Engineers, landscape architects, the builder, project manag-
ers, urban planners and interior designers are just a few of the team 
members often involved in such a project. The Green Building Cer tifica-
tion Institute (www.gbci.org), an independent nonprofit established with 
the support of the USGBC in 2008, is the cer tifying body. Depending 
on the number of points the project earns, a building can be considered 
Cer tified, Silver, Gold or, the highest rating, Platinum.
 Aside from the quality of the indoor air you breathe and how pleas-
ant (or unpleasant) your physical work environment is, you might ask 
why green building and LEED cer tification matter. Such buildings can 
work with a city’s existing infrastructure instead of being a burden on it, 
commercial buildings are often occupied faster and with more stability, 
reducing empty-building blight (even more so since LEED encourages 
the use of existing structures over new construction) and the construc-
tion methods reduce waste in area landfills and fight things such as the 
heat island effect. Finally, green building should matter to all of us since 
a 2009 study predicted that the industry will support or create 7.9 mil-
lion jobs between 2009 and 2013 and contribute $554 billion to the U.S. 
gross domestic product.
 Green building design and construction are already happening on 
the First Coast. Many of the individuals instrumental to the design, con-

struction, build-out and maintenance, and even homeowners, are mem-
bers of the Jacksonville-based U.S. Green Building Council Nor th Florida 
Chapter (www.usgbcnf.org). The chapter’s executive director, Sarah 
Boren, says, “I think it’s because sustainability touches everybody and 
buildings are a big par t of that, but we’ve never seen it that way. I think 
people are finally seeing that it can be done better.”
 Jacksonville’s educational institutions seem to be leading the way 
when it comes to green building. UNF has completed several such proj-
ects. The College of Education and Human Services Building, which is 
23 percent more energy efficient than is required by the American So-
ciety of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, was the 
first LEED Gold Cer tified building on campus. Boren repor ts that UNF 
President John Delaney has pledged that all new construction will be 
LEED cer tified. Discovery Montessori in Jacksonville Beach and West-
side K-8 are two other educational entities that have completed LEED 
projects. Among the city’s LEED projects is the Jacksonville Animal 
Care and Protective Services building. Private enterprise in Jacksonville 
is also going green when it comes to building. Aloft hotel in Tapestry 
Park is working to become North Florida’s first LEED Gold Cer tified ho-
tel.
 In fact, the USGBCNF is working on its own LEED project. The goal 
for their proposed Sustainability Resource Center (www.sustainablere-
sourcecenter.wordpress.com), to be located in an existing structure 
downtown, is LEED Platinum for Commercial Interiors. The Center will 
be the hub of sustainable activity in Downtown Jacksonville and, likely, 
in Nor theast Florida. “Once those doors are open,” says Boren, “it’s 
really going to accelerate green building and sustainable living. It’s go-
ing to be a por tal where people can come to star t their green journey or 
continue what they’re already doing.”
 The tagline for the Sustainability Resource Center really sums up 
why green design and building matter, the diversity of people involved, 
and the importance of having all those people working toward the goal 
of a greener world: “Sustainability. It’s everyone’s business.”
 
Please email your questions, comments or suggestions to anna@
eujacksonville.com.
 

Designed to be Green
BY ANNA RABHAN
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 Tim Tebow now has a beer. Not that he’s 
drinking one. Tebrew, named for Jacksonville’s 
favorite Bronco, was made by Bonfi re Brewing 
as a small batch barleywine ale.
 A frozen yogurt shop, Sweet Cece’s, has 
opened in the Super Target shopping center lo-
cated on the corner of Hodges and Beach. The 
Nashville-based chain features lots of changing 
fl avors and over 40 topping choices. Check 
them out on Facebook at /SweetCeCesJaxEast 
 Twinn Bridges supplies many of our top 
local restaurants with locally gown and sus-
tainable herbs and vegetables. You can get a 
taste of them for your own table if you visit 
the east end of the Shoppes of Avondale on 
Sunday from 1- 4 pm at the Farmer’s Market. 
Expect demos, tips and more!

Mondays Wine Tasting at Ocean 60 Join 
National Wine Representative, Eric Rasmus-
sen every Monday evening 6- 8 pm for a wine 
tasting from a specially selected vineyard each 
week. Also provided is a paired hors d’oeuvre 
specially created by the Chef and specifi cally 
to compliment the wine sampling. $15 per per-
son, 6- 8 pm, Ocean 60, Atlantic Beach www.
ocean60.com/winetasting.htm

Thursdays Wine Tasting at The Grotto Every 
Thursday taste and experience wines of the 
world in San Marco. Only $5 per person. 6- 8 
pm, grottowine.com 

First Wednesdays Ad Hoc Dinner at Aqua Grill 
Everybody eats from the same four-course 
menu. Locally sourced produce, gourmet style 
food. $39, 6:30 pm, Aqua Grill, 285-3017

January 19 Affair in the Square The all-ages 
event features late night shopping, music in 
Balis Park, and happy hour specials, wine 
tastings and art showings at local restaurants 
and bars. Hanging Chinese lanterns don trees 
throughout the monthly celebration, held on the 
third Thursday of each month. 6- 9 pm, San 
Marco/Southbank:San Marco Square, www.
mysanmarco.com 

DISH UPDATE
where to eat, drink & be merry BY ERIN THURSBY

 
January 20 Cook Your Way Thin: Dinner Start 
your New Year’s resolution with a hands-
on cooking class! Baked Parmesan Orange 
Roughy; Grilled Stuffed Pork Tenderloin; Chick-
en Fettuccine Alfredo; Flank Steak and Poblano 
Tacos; Scallops and Pan-Roasted Tomatoes. 
$40, 6 pm, Publix Apron’s Cooking School, 
www.publix.com/cookingschools 

January 21 Cooking in Season Workshop Part 
of a series of workshops hosted by Sustainable 
Springfi eld, taught by various chefs from some 
our best restaurants (Orsay, Uptown Market, 
Blue Bamboo and 29 South). Chef Eddy Es-
criba of Uptown Market will be teaching this 
class. $40. Registration is available online at 
www.sustainablespringfi eld.net/cooking-in-
season-classes.html.

January 23 Restaurant Orsay & Intuition Ale 
Works Belgian Beer Dinner Starting on Janu-
ary 23rd, Intuition Ale Works will be celebrating 
with a week of festivities revolving around the 
craft of the Belgian Beer. There will be activities 
to attend all week long, but the don’t miss kick 
off event will be a Belgian Beer Pri-Fix Dinner 
at Restaurant Orsay featuring a 5 course meal 
from Orsay & at least 8 new brews from Intu-
ition Ale. Your ticket to the event includes all of 
the festivities for that evening as well as cover-
ing your tax & gratuity, so you only have to 
show up and have a great time. $98.37, 6:30 
pm, 381-0909

January 26 MOSH After Dark: Bacardi’s Sen-
sory Science Learn the science behind making 
rum in this workshop hosted by Bacardi-Mar-
tini Product Development, Inc. Bacardi’s Senior 
Beverage Scientist will give an introduction 
to Sensory Science and will lead a hands-on, 
rum-based sensory activity. Bacardi’s Sensory 
Science is part of MOSH After Dark, a fun se-
ries of adult programs presented each month. 
Cost is $10 per person, $5 for members.  
Space is limited. You must be 21 years of age 
or older to participate. 6 to 8 pm. Call 396-
MOSH (6674), ext. 226 to register or register 
online at www.themosh.org. 
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     Fionn MacCool’s Irish Pub and Restaurant at the Jacksonville Landing provides the walls for the wind 
and roof for the rain, and is a great place for friends to lift a glass by the fi re and enjoy some Irish comfort 
food. There wasn’t a seat to be found during a recent weekday lunch hour, so we sat at the bar and experi-
enced Irish hospitality at its best from Michael, one of the bartenders on duty.
     The kitchen was bustling in full view of the diners as we got settled. The menu is extensive, and we 

needed some Gaelic interpretation from Michael. He recommended the Shepherd’s Pie, their signature dish, 
which quickly arrived steaming on the plate. It was actually a version of a meat pie, since the meat and veg-
etables were cooked inside pastry instead of under a layer of potatoes. The crust was deliciously light and 
fl aky and the meat mixture was seasoned perfectly. The portion was enough to take home for a second meal.
 We were also curious about a section on the menu titled The Irish Boxty, which we learned is from the 
Gaelic word “bacstai.” It is a traditional method of grilling a potato pancake over an open fi re or griddle. Once 
cooked, the boxty is then stuffed with a variety of fi llings, including chicken, corned beef, shrimp, ham or 
steak. My companion tried the Blacked Chicken Boxty, which was a savory mixture of tomato and mushroom 
accompanying the chicken in a delicate white sauce.
     Other traditional Irish offerings, called Bia Traidisiúnta on the menu, include fi sh & chips, corned beef & 
cabbage, and bangers & mash. There is even a full Irish breakfast called the Roscommon Slammer, consist-
ing of two eggs, banger sausage, rashers, black pudding, mushrooms, tomato, baked beans and Irish soda 
bread. Most of these traditional items are $10 to $13. Other entrees include several steak items, pork chops, 
salmon and chicken from $10 to $20.

 For more conservative tastes, there are fl atbread pizzas, burgers and other sandwich choices, or 
Ceapaire, starting at $7. The restaurant makes their own secret sauce, a Guinness barbeque concoction 
used on the wings and burgers. The eight-ounce Black Angus grilled burger is topped with the sauce, rasher 
bacon, Guinness Porter cheese, portobello mushrooms, lettuce, tomato and onion on a kaiser roll. The Guin-
ness BBQ Chicken is grilled chicken breast basted with the barbecue sauce and topped with rasher bacon, 
pepper jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and onion on a kaiser roll.
 A selection of salads is available, including Fionn’s version of a Cobb salad, the Pot O’ Gold, with 
greens, turkey, bacon, onions, tomatoes and blue cheese crumbles, all served in a fresh boxty bowl. Other 
choices include a raspberry salad, fi eld greens, a Caesar, and a spinach and portobello mushroom salad. 
Most are offered in both small and medium sizes, and prices range from $3 to $9.
     The Milseog, or desserts, include a black and tan brownie with Guinness ice cream, Bailey’s Irish 
Cream cheesecake, crème brulee, bread pudding, and Brown Betty apple tart. We tried the apple tart and 
found it to be enough for two to three people, with a beautiful lattice crust over bubbling hot apple fi lling. The 
desserts are $6.
     Any Irish pub worthy of its name excels in beer and other drink offerings. Michael was quick to boast 
that they carry 42 beers on draft. This includes a selection of local beer, like Intuition, along with traditional 
Irish beer and three ciders. There is a daily happy hour between 4 and 7 pm, so head on down to the Landing 
and lift a brew with good friends either inside or on the covered patio. While you’re there, try some traditional 
Irish comfort food with those you love and enjoy Jacksonville’s version of Ireland on the St. Johns. Fionn 
MacCool’s will be all your heart can desire, at least this side of Ireland.

(Go to www.macoolsjax.net/Irish_Pub_Special_Offer_Jacksonville_Beach_FL.html to download a coupon for 
a free draft beer with food purchase.) 

FIONN 
MACCOOL’S

Irish Pub and Restaurant
BY DEBORAH HANSEN
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theatre events
Through Feb 5 NUNSENSE Former Miss Amer-
ica and Jacksonville native, Leanza Cornett, 
will play the lead role in Nunsense, one of the 
longest-running off-Broadway musical com-
edies of all time. Alhambra Theatre & Dining, 
641-1212. www.alhambrajax.com 

Jan 4- 22 WICKED Wicked broke box office 
records and sold out in record time when it 
first played Jacksonville in 2009. Winner of 35 
major awards, Wicked is Broadway’s biggest 
blockbuster and a cultural phenomenon. Long 
before that girl from Kansas arrives in Munch-
kinland, two girls meet in the land of Oz. How 
these two grow to become the Wicked Witch of 
the West and Glinda the Good makes for a sat-
isfying musical. (See page 26.) Times-Union 
Center Center’s Moran Theatre, 632-3373. 
www.artistseriesjax.org 

Jan 5- 21 THE WILDEST The Wildest is 
directed by noted local choreographer Kel-
lina Chavoustie. The show is a tribute to the 
entertainers of another generation, who were 
not only great musicians but great personali-
ties. It includes tunes like ‘I’ve Got You Under 
My Skin,’ ‘Just a Gigolo,’ and ‘That Old Black 
Magic.’ Curtain 8 pm, 2 pm on Sundays. Tick-
ets $25. Players by the Sea, 249-0214. www.
playersbythesea.org 

Jan 5 Student Choreography Concert, 7:30 
pm at Douglas Anderson School of the Arts. 
www.da-arts.org 

Jan 5- 8 PIERCING THE DARKNESS: THE ST. 
AUGUSTINE LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS A new 
original play by noted actor and playwright Lee 
Weaver brings to life the trials and triumphs 
of St. Augustine’s beloved beacon. Weaver 
deftly weaves the history of the St. Augustine 
Lighthouse and the fascinating people who 
built, maintained and finally rescued it into his 
dramatic script based on the true tales of this 
national landmark and the nation’s oldest city. 
Limelight Theatre, St. Augustine, 825-1164. 
www.Limelight-Theatre.org 

Jan 7 Joshua Bell The phenomenal Joshua 
Bell, in concert with the Jacksonville Sympho-
ny, performs Bruch’s beloved Violin Concerto. 
8 pm at the Times-Union Center’s Jacoby Hall, 
354-5547. www.jaxsymphony.org 

Jan 7 Jazz Jamm with Norman Connors Two 
Shows: 7 & 10 pm. $21 in advance, $25 the 
day of. Ritz Theatre & LaVilla Museum, 632-
5555. www.ritzlavilla.com

Jan 8 Cummer Concert Music Series David 
Finckel and Wu Han. 1:30 pm at the Cummer 
Museum, 355-0630. www.cummer50.org 

Jan 13- 14 BROADWAY TO HOLLYWOOD Se-
lections from Wicked, Jersey Boys, Singin’ in 
the Rain, Star Wars and more will be brought 
to life with the Jacksonville Symphony Orches-
tra. Times-Union Center’s Jacoby Hall, 354-
5547. www.jaxsymphony.org 

Jan 13- Feb 4 LET’S MURDER MARSHA After 
too many mystery novels, Marsha overhears 

her husband planning her murder. Or so she 
thinks. In a preemptive strike, she plans a mur-
der with uproarious results. Orange Park Com-
munity Theatre, 276-2599. www.OPCT.org 

Jan 15 Comedian Katt Williams Tickets start 
at $39.50. Jacksonville Veterans Memorial 
Arena, 630-3900. www.jaxevents.com 

Jan 19 Tim Conway And Friends Six-time 
Emmy Award winner Tim Conway has dedi-
cated his career to making audiences laugh 
with family-friendly comedy for all ages. He 
is joined on stage by multi-talented come-
dians Louise DuArt and Chuck McCann. To-
gether they bring to life Tim’s most memorable 
sketches. Thrasher-Horne Center for the Arts, 
Orange Park, 276-6750. www.thcenter.org 

Jan 20- 22 THE BARBER OF SEVILLE With a 
professional cast, chorus and orchestra, this 
opera can be enjoyed by the whole family. 
Sung in Italian, the English supertitles will al-
low the audience to comprehend the pranks 
onstage. Produced by First Coast Opera. Tick-
ets $25, $30 at door. Students with ID $10. 
Kirk Auditorium at the Florida School for the 
Deaf and the Blind, 417-5555. www.firstcoas-
topera.com 

Jan 20- 29 THE LEARNING CURVE A premiere 
by established Jacksonville playwright Ian 
Mairs, it’s also part of Theatre Jacksonville’s 
Guerilla Show Series. Having fled his depress-
ing stint as a management trainee, Mitch goes 
in search of a more meaningful existence and 
winds up with a dismal assignment: working 
as a long-term substitute teacher to a particu-
larly challenging set of high school students. 
Theatre Jacksonville, 396-4425. www.theatre-
jax.com 

Jan 20- Feb 4 THE OLDEST PROFESSION Set 
during Reagan’s first term in the White House, 
five surprisingly literate aging prostitutes cope 
with continuing their work despite their age in 
this comedy/drama. Atlantic Beach Experimen-
tal Theatre, 249-7177. www.abettheatre.com 

Jan 20- Feb 12 HARVEY When mild-mannered 
Elwood insists his imaginary friend Harvey (a 
man-sized rabbit) is real, his sister decides to 
have him committed. The doctors mistakenly 
commit her instead. When the error is discov-
ered, a mad-dash search is on for Elwood, 
Harvey and the truth. Limelight Theatre, St. 
Augustine, 825-1164. www.limelight-theatre.
org 

Jan 21 Rat Pack Review A re-creation of per-
formances by the legendary trio comprised of 
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis, 
Jr. Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346. www.
pvconcerthall.com 

Jan 26- Feb 5 NEXT TO NORMAL Diana 
Goodman is a suburban mother with bipolar 
disorder. This critically acclaimed, ground-
breaking musical shows the impact her ill-
ness has on her husband, Dan, and teenage 
daughter, Natalie, as the family struggles to 
connect and find answers. Tickets $25. Gala 

on Jan 28 at 8 pm; tickets $50. FSCJ Nathan 
H. Wilson Center for the Ar ts. www.players-
bythesea.org 

Jan 26- 27 Children’s Dance Concert 7:30 
pm at Douglas Anderson School of the Ar ts. 
www.da-ar ts.org 

Jan 26 Ron White Moral Compass Tour Co-
median Ron “Tater Salad” White, best known 
as the cigar smoking, scotch drinking funny-
man of Blue Collar Comedy, returns to Jack-
sonville with his new stand-up show, Moral 
Compass. Tickets are $46.75 and $56.75. 
Times-Union Center’s Moran Theater, 633-
6110. www.jaxevents.com

Jan 28 Elvis Lives Elvis Lives is an unforget-
table multimedia and live musical journey 
throughout Elvis’ life. Cast members include 
Bill Cherry, Ben Klein, Kevin Mills and Victor 
Trevino, Jr., each representing Elvis dur-
ing different stages in his career. The Elvis 
tribute ar tists will be joined by a live band, 
back-up singers, dancers, an Ann-Margret 
tribute ar tist, as well as iconic imagery 
made available from the Graceland archives. 
Times-Union Center Center’s Moran Theater, 
632-3373. www.ar tistseriesjax.org 

Jan 29 THE FIREBIRD Giant shadow pup-
pets join the Jacksonville Symphony to bring 
Stravinsky’s sizzling ballet score to life. 3 
pm at the Times-Union Center’s Jacoby Hall, 
354-5547. www.jaxsymphony.org 

Jan 29 The Ravi Coltrane Quartet Ravi Col-
trane is a critically acclaimed saxophonist, 
bandleader, composer, producer and founder of 
the independent record company, RKM Music. 
Since 1991, Mr. Coltrane has forged a promi-
nent career as a live performer, recording artist 
and producer, as well as garnering an impres-
sive list of credits and accomplishments. 4 
pm at Lazarra Hall in the UNF Fine Arts Center, 
270-1771. www.beachesfinearts.org

Jan 31 Les Ballets Trockadero De Monte Carlo 
The Trocks, as they are lovingly referred to by 
their fans, have become an international phe-
nomenon! The all-male cast of burly ballerinas 
performs a wide range of ballet and modern 
dance styles. With their impeccable technical 
skill as well as side splitting comedic timing, 
this performance is sure to have you rolling in 
the aisles! 7:30 pm at the Times-Union Center, 
632-3373. www.artistseriesjax.org 

Feb 1 THE HAVES AND THE HAVE NOTS Tyler 
Perry, one of the most accomplished stage 
writers of this decade, has assembled an 
all-new cast of performers for this hilarious, 
thought-provoking stage production. The story 
opens at the home of Grandma Hattie who has 
allowed her daughter and family, recently fallen 
on hard times, to move in. 8 pm at the Times-
Union Center, 633-6110. www.jaxevents.com

Feb 1- 4 ALMOST MAINE A romantic comedy 
of vignettes. Douglas Anderson School of the 
Arts. www.da-arts.org 

Miss America starring in Nunsense at 
Alhambra
  Former Miss America and Jacksonville native, Leanza 
Cornett, is playing the lead role in Nunsense. Nunsense 
kicked off the Alhambra’s 45th season when it opened 
on December 30. Ms. Cornett will be in residence for the 
show’s entire run. 
 Raised in Jacksonville and first taking the Alhambra 
stage at age 15, Leanza Cornett is a 1989 graduate of Terry 
Parker High School. She was inducted into the school’s 
Hall of Fame in 2006. She was crowned Miss Winter Park 
and Miss Florida in 1992 and Miss America in 1993. As 
Miss America, she became the first beauty queen to adopt 
AIDS prevention as the theme of her year of service. She 
has also served as a host for several television shows, 
including Entertainment Tonight (1994- 1995), New Atti-
tudes (1998) and Who Wants to Marry a Multi-Millionaire? 
(2000), and made television guest appearances in shows 
such as Melrose Place, The Tick and Fear Factor. 
 Said Cornett of her return to the Alhambra, “I am so excited to come back where my 
love of theater all started.” She added, “And to be at the new Alhambra and experience the 
Jacksonville audience again is a real joy. Tod Booth is one of my favorite people, and certainly 
my favorite director, and I am thrilled to be under his wing once again.”
 Nunsense is one of the longest-running off-Broadway musical comedies of all time. 
Set in the convent of the Little Sisters of Hoboken, a few nuns have pooled their talents to 
produce a benefit. They need to raise money to bury four of their colleagues who are being 
stored in the school’s cafeteria freezer. The unholy problems began one night when 19 sisters 
went off to play bingo. On their return, they found the other 52 members of the convent lying 
face-down at the dinner table. It seems that the cook, Sister Julia, Child of God, had mistak-
enly served a double dose of botulism to the nuns. As one nun explains the incident, “For 52, 
bon appetit was also bon voyage.” After a greeting card sale, there was only enough money 
to bury 48 sisters, which is why four bodies are in the freezer and a group of nuns are on the 
stage singing, dancing and offering Roman Catholic comedy routines. 
 The show runs through February 5. Show times: 8 pm Tuesday through Sunday, doors 
open at 6 pm and dinner starts at 6:30 pm; Saturday matinees at 1:15 pm, doors open at 
11:00 am and lunch starts at 11:15; Sunday matinee at 2:00 pm, doors open at noon and the 
meal starts at 12:15. Tickets start at $42 for adults and $35 for children. For more informa-
tion, contact Alhambra Theatre & Dining at 641-1212 or visit www.alhambrajax.com.
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2 0 1 2  M A R K S 
T H E  S TA RT  O F  Y O U R 
C R E AT I V E  F U T U R E

MAKE THIS YOUR YEAR. 
START CLASSES JANUARY 9, 2012

WHAT’S THE NEXT STEP? 

Call us toll-free: 800.924.1589 

Or, visit AiNotTooLate.com/Jacksonville 
and complete the contact form.

Your creativity is who you are, and 
we challenge you to take it to 
the next level. Why not make this 
the year you learn from industry 
professionals, surround yourself 
with a like-minded creative 
community, and begin your journey 
toward a career that excites you? 

8775 Baypine Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32256-8528

Licensed by the Florida Commission for Independent
Education, License No. 3427.

 Given our current economic state, bringing Broadway shows to Jacksonville may, at fi rst glance, seem 
like a frivolous thing. But what many fail to realize is how much money these productions pump into the lo-
cal economy. Take, for instance, the hit musical Wicked, which is returning to Jacksonville this month. When 
Wicked last came to town in 2009, the production brought in an estimated $3.9 million in ticket sales alone. 
But that, according to Erica Norgaard, the show’s company manager, is just the tip of the broomstick.
 “There are 75 of us on the road and we stay in hotels, we rent rental cars, we eat out, we do some 
sightseeing, we see some museums,” Norgaard explains. “Just us, ourselves, we do have quite a bit of im-
pact [in addition to] all the people that come to see the show. Certainly there are places that during the week, 
the restaurants aren’t very busy, but when a show like this comes to town and there’s 2000 seats, there are 
a lot of people who are coming in to have dinner before the show, they’re parking, they’re doing all sorts of 
things downtown on a day when they might not usually come to town.”
 In addition to individual spending, payroll should also be taken into account. Norgaard says that 75 lo-
cal stagehands are hired to get the production’s sets in place, another 17 make sure things run smoothly 
backstage during the show, 12 assist with wardrobe, two do the actors’ hair, nine area musicians perform 
and 100 more stagehands help pack everything up when Wicked moves on to a new city. Bob Benoit, a local 
dresser who will be working with the cast when they come to town, has personally seen the effect this and 
other Broadway productions have on the economy.
  “Economically, when you bring in these huge shows, it really is a good impact. That’s why arts is so 
important,” Benoit says. “In my view, people don’t realize the arts bring in income and livelihood, especially 
for people like myself and other stagehands. You’re talking hundreds of dollars in payroll and that stimulates 
the economy, it keeps me employed. ” 
 According to the Broadway League, the national trade association for the Broadway industry, touring 
shows across North America grossed $804 million, representing over 13 million attendances in the 2010- 
2011 season. That same study found that, on average, productions like Wicked generate upwards of three 
and one half times the gross ticket sales to a local metropolitan area’s economy. That makes theatre big 
business across the country and right here on the First Coast.
 Attendance to Artist Series events varies depending on the shows in the season but range between 
120,000 to 200,000 annually. Milt Russos, Executive Director of the Artist Series, expects this season’s at-
tendance to surpass the 200,000 mark.
  “We are expecting between 50,000- 60,000 people to attend Wicked this January, which is comparable 
to attendance at a Gator Bowl game,” says Russos.
 If you missed Wicked the fi rst time it came to town, now is your chance. The show, which reveals the 
untold story of the witches of Oz, will run from January 4th to the 22nd at the Times-Union Center. Tickets 
range in price from $38 to $138. Additionally, a day-of-performance lottery for a limited number of orchestra 
seats will be held daily for the Broadway phenomenon. Winners of the lottery will be able to snag up to two 
seats for just $25 each- a very economical sum to experience an Oz that you’ve never seen before. For more 
information, visit www.artistseriesjax.org or call the Artist Series Box Offi ce at 632-3373.

Wicked brings the green, in 
more ways than one

BY KELLIE ABRAHAMSON

A WICKED IMPACT
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January 13  The Great Deceivers, Basements of Florida @ Burro Bar  Shoegazy progressive 
indie rockers The Great Deceivers return to Jacksonville, this time with experimental instrumental-
ists Basements of Florida. Do not be deceived (heh!), The Great Deceivers’ tunes may be a bit 
moody and chill, but it drives and holds the attention with infectious hooks and melodies you’ll be 
humming for weeks. BoF have two drummers, which is usually the most unnecessarily awesome 
way to organize a band. You have to be at least pretty good to justify carrying all that gear, not to 
mention able to keep the rhythm from totally falling apar t. RIYL: Death Cab, My Disco, Liars
 
January 16  Xerxes, Code Orange Kids, Swear Jar @ Burro Bar  Hardcore is not my favorite 
genre. It ranks right above Death Metal on the tolerability scale but both styles have their excep-
tions when it comes to bands that tinker with the traditional conventions. I guess that’s what it 
means to put “post-” in front of something, but I don’t think post-hardcore is an apt label for 
what’s going down here. Xerxes, much like Pianos Become the Teeth (a guilty pleasure of mine) 
somehow manage to play Screamo that’s actually pretty badass. Still emotional, but not whiny, 
if you know what I mean. And, of course, Swear Jar is easily one of the best new bands in town, 
hardcore or otherwise. RIYL: Touche Amore, Pianos Become the Teeth
 
January 28  Weekend Nachos, Dead in the Dirt, Galactoid, Ex-Breathers, Arc & Panther @ 
Warehouse 8B  Look at me, recommending multiple hardcore shows this month. WTF?! To be 
fair, ‘Nachos are closer to grindcore, which I typically like even less than hardcore but, once 
again, every rule has its exception. In this case, there are two because Dead in the Dir t are one of 
the sickest grindcore outfits out there, and anything that’s heavy and crusty enough for Southern 
Lord is good enough for me! Both bands do the typical blastbeat thing with nary a song longer 
than a minute and a half, but also incorporate some uncharacteristic sludgy breakdowns that to-
tally kill. RIYL: Shitstorm, Pig Destroyer, Napalm Death
 
January 29  Natural Child, The Cougs, Rivernecks, The Lifeforms @ Burro Bar  You may have 
seen a couple of flyers from the summer for multiple shows featuring Nashville’s Natural Child 
that never actually happened. One of them featured a busty bikini-babe with a suspiciously famil-
iar bearded and bespectacled face. Those were miscommunications; this one is the real deal. If all 
you know of the Nashville music scene is restricted to Ye Grande Ole Opry, you need to get with 
the program and check out Nat Child and the rest of the Infinity Cat Records roster. Following in 
the footsteps of label founders Jeff the Brotherhood, NC play garagey stoner rock for the ages. 
Come early and check out some of the best up-and-coming bands from St. Augustine while you’re 
at it! RIYL: Black Sabbath, The Stooges, The White Stripes

February 10- 13  Bruise Cruise @ Miami, Fl-Nassau, Bahamas  Don’t be lame. If you can afford 
it, get tickets to this. You’ll be on a freaking cruise ship with the likes of Fucked Up, King Khan, 
Thee Oh Sees, Vivian Girls and Neil Hamburger plus all kinds of babes, I’m sure. If you can’t af-
ford it, I’m sure all of these bands will be playing in Orlando around then, but Jacksonville stops 
seem unlikely at this point.
 

OTHER RECOMMENDED SHOWS:
January 10 @ Warehouse 8B - Posion Planet

January 12 @ Backbooth (Orlando) - Akron/Family

January 13 @ The Atlantic (Gainesville) - The Queers

January 19 @ Backbooth (Orlando) - Starfucker

January 27 @ Burro Bar - Frank Smith

February 2 @ Burro Bar - Pre-International Noise Conference

February 4 @ The Pit - Casey Jones Final Show

GOT SCOOP? Email jdiablo@eujacksonville.com to let me know about your upcoming show, new 
album, news, whatever.

diablo sez...

BTW BAND 
TO 
WATCH

EU’s Jack Diablo stays on top of the Jacksonville music scene so you don’t have to! Check 
in every month for album reviews, show recommendations and local music news. 

JACK’S RECOMMENDED SHOWS

BY KELLIE ABRAHAMSON

Say goodbye to Jacksonville skacore band Konami Code at their fi nal show on January 
3rd at Jack Rabbits. Poor Richards, Shattermat and Gross Evolution will also perform.  •  
On January 20th hip hop act East Coast Corruption will release their hotly anticipated sophomore 
record E.C.C. University and will be sharing it at Brewster’s Pit with guests Florida Razed, Blacc 
Rabitt, Trevor Rockwell, Kilo Watts, CelloX5 and more.  •  Over at the Murray Hill, Christian hard-
core band Seizing the Final Victory will have their fi nal show on January 21st and will simultane-
ously release their fi nal record. Avirence, Messengers, Darasuum, Refuge and Me & the Trinity 
will also be on hand to wish the band luck as they part ways.  •  Both the Polygons and the John 
Brandon Project will be celebrating their CD releases at Freebird Live on the 27th. Supporting acts 
for this dual release party are What About Me and Whaleface.  • Duvalhiphop.com, Jacksonville’s 
offi cial website for hip hop and rap, will commemorate one year of serving the First Coast with a 
not-to-be-missed party at Endo Exo on January 27th. Entertainment will include performances by 
Mr. Al Pete, City Limits, Ghozt, Keylow, Ja Cash, Cracka Wit Cheese, Mr. Coolbeans and many, 
many more.  •  Son of a Bad Man took to Kickstarter last April and raised over $4000 to craft 
their new record, which is being released this month. Fans can experience the new material as 
well as their classics at Jack Rabbits on the 28th. Don’t Sigh Daisy, Dir ty Shannon and Stephen 
Carey will perform well.  •  Also on the 28th, City In Peril will have their CD release party at the 
Murray Hill Theatre with Rejoice the Awakening, Convalesce, Beware the Neverending, In Betrayal 
and Alert the Messenger.  •  All girl band Hard to Handle will have their very fi rst live show on the 
29th at Ragtime. Throw on your dancing shows and show these ladies your support.  •  Finally, 
the second Winter Record-O-Rama will be held at Birdies on January 29th. Select vendors will be 
on hand with records from a variety of genres for your buying pleasure. 

 Pop punk band Boys No 

Good have more than enough 

going for them to become the 

“next big thing” to come out of 

the Bold City and they’re proud to 

call Jacksonville home. The crew, 

which features former members 

of Casey Jones and Kids Like Us, 

released a 5-song demo back 

in 2009, changed their lineup a 

bit and dropped their full length, 

Never Felt Better just this year. 

Most recently they recorded a video 

at Warehouse 8B for the single “Bold City Tigers,” an anthem about about good friends and good times 

with director Chris Jolly. 

 Aside from their hardcore-infl uenced catchy pop punk, BNG owes a good deal of its success to 

The First Division, the management group operated by Josh James of Evergreen Terrace fame. Having 

shared the stage with such names as Bane, The Wonder Years and New Found Glory, 2012 is shaping 

up to be the year Boys No Good truly takes off as they embark on a full North American tour with Death 

Before Dishonor in support of Casey Jones’ last hurrah. Catch them live at their Jacksonville show on 

February 4th at The Pit.
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 Most performers have dreams of making it big, and eventually move to popular cities to 
gain more notoriety, but local artist Shoni seems to be satisfi ed with the creative niche she’s 
establishing in the comfort of Jacksonville’s familiarity. In three words, Shoni describes herself 
as genuine, spirited and colorful, which is illustrative of the accomplished songstress who 
double majored in English and Photojournalism at the University of Florida. After graduating in 
May 2010, she began to display her talents during live performances at open mic venues.
 Shoni is quickly making her mark on the Jacksonville artistic scene, evolving from singing 
at local bars three years ago to being solicited as an exclusive street act in the Riverside Arts 
Market showcase on November 12, 2011. Of the performance she says, “This was many fi rsts 
for me: I’d never played outside, nor in the daylight, nor for a large number of people. What I 
liked about the atmosphere there is that people could sit down with a bowl of bisque or let their 
kids play for a bit as they sat down to hear you play. A few close friends also came to support, 
so that warm familiarity mixed with the cool air, the river, and this natural sedative that hits me 
when I begin to sing made for an incredible experience. It pulled me from my comfort zone, and 
you can’t grow unless you allow that to happen.”
 Shoni’s distinctive, acoustic performance style is a fusion of “airy, soulful vocals and 
glimmery guitar riffs” blended with her vivacious personality to emit the combination of unique 
melodies that is her self-described ethereal sound. Her favored rendition of the popular classic 
‘Ain’t No Sunshine’ is delivered with raw, pure emotion that deeply captivates listeners. Inspired 
by the elements of freedom and expression, Shoni studies the techniques utilized by fellow per-
formers, borrowing key strategies to use as motivation for continuing to pursue her dream. “See-
ing someone on stage exude high levels of passion,” says Shoni, “makes me want to be on that 
stage.”
 When she’s not performing, Shoni spends her time working as a Quality Control Editor and 
conducting freelance photo shoots. She also actively participates in charity showcases for Har-
vest of Hope, a nonprofi t organization based in Gainesville that aids migrant farm workers and 
their families. Shoni will continue to actively support the workers who contribute to and sustain 
the lives of everyone who shops in a grocery store or a local market by showcasing her talents 
in a live benefi t concert on February 19th at Jack Rabbits in San Marco.
 While diligently working on her demo, tentatively scheduled to be released in early 2012, 
Shoni strives daily to reach her ultimate goal of “working hard to present something interesting 
and heartfelt, something that hasn’t quite been done yet.”
 Experience this budding artist’s potential for yourself. Visit her fan pages at www.facebook.
com/shonisings and www.reverbnation.com/shonisings for original acoustic song versions and 
details about upcoming performances and appearances.
 

CREATIVE CIRCUITRY

Local Singer Shoni  

BY LILTERA R. WILLIAMS

photo by jaime eason
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EU: You guys have a really great dynamic 
sound. Have you been playing together for a 
long time? How did you get started? 
Beverly Driskill and Madeline Long: Thank you! 
We have been playing together for a little over a 
year now. We played our fi rst show at Underbelly 
in June of 2010. We had always played music 
together at home, just doing cover songs and 
messing around but I think we realized that we 
were both able to play for others with no problem 
and forming a duet would be a good idea.

EU: How would you describe your sound?
Bev & Mad: I have no idea. The only thing I could 
describe about it really is acoustic with close 
harmonies. I don’t really know what genre you 
would put it under.

EU: You pick some really great songs to cover 
and I love the way you really turn it into your own 
tune, but which one is your favorite and why?
Bev & Mad: ‘Lover’s Rock’ by The Clash. We just 
recently started covering this song and I think its 
a favorite of ours mainly because The Clash is 
hell of a good band and the way we cover it is a 
lot different than the original.

EU: I have really been loving all the originals 
you’ve been doing lately. Where do you you get 
inspiration for writing your songs? 
Bev: Madeline does most of the songwriting and 
I usually just fi gure out harmonies or help fi nish 

verses. It’s great when we write an entire song 
together though, they usually end up being one of 
our favorites.
Mad: Largely autobiographical songs about 
f*!#ing stupid males that I have gotten involved 
with.

EU: Where does the name come from? 
Bev & Mad: “Isn’t it pretty to think so?” is the 
last line of The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hem-
mingway

EU: You are both so young, yet already so ac-
complished. Where do you two see yourselves 
in 10 years? 
Bev: Well, I’d like to get my degree in music and 
eventually teach it. I’m pretty positive I’ll still be 
playing music out. If I get famous doing it, that 
would be nice.
Mad: I don’t know, either a struggling writer or 
dead. Possibly a famous musician, but let’s not 
get our hopes up.

EU: What’s up next for Pretty To Think So?
Beverly: We’ll defi nitely keep playing and writing 
music together, there’s nothing planned though. 
We both have other bands that we’re involved in 
as well. Mad sings in Gospel Music and I sing 
and play keyboards in Personnes. Obviously mu-
sic is a big part of our lives so hopefully Pretty To 
Think So will get some more recognition and we’ll 
continue to play.
 

THEY ARE 
Pretty To Think So

BY EMILY MOODY

 When the duo that is Pretty To Think So walks into a room, there is an instant aura of magic 

that follows them. You want to hate them for their fl awless beauty, adorably charismatic personalities 

and ridiculous musical talent, but you cannot help but fall in love with the sweet spirits of Beverly 

Driskill and Madeline Long. 

 If their harmonies alone don’t have you hypnotized, their soft strumming of guitars and a 

ukulele are sure to send you into another dimension. From their early days playing in front of quaint 

crowds at Underbelly, these two are now booking shows around the city, including most recently at 

Dos Gatos, Burrito Gallery and Shantytown! 

 EU caught up with these two precious pixies, between their schedules of balancing school, 

music and still having a social life, to chat about their passions for music and more!

 Check out videos of Pretty to Think So at www.youtube.com/user/madelineSpinach. (I highly suggest 
the Coco Rosie, Werewolf cover!) Also, “like” them on Facebook to stay informed of upcoming shows. Just 
search “Pretty To Think So.” I assure you, you will be blown away.
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see u there
EU’s Featured Music Events

JANUARY 5  Honey Dewdrops Laura Wortman 
and Kagey Parrish make their home in the foot-
hills of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia. It was their love of folk music 
that brought them together and has since taken 
them out on the road to tour full time. Writing 
and singing in the veins of folk, old country 
music, and bluegrass, the Dewdrops entwine 
harmony singing with tight instrumentation 
and craft songs that are simple and fine-tuned. 
Hear them live at E Street this month. Tickets: 
$10. European Street Listening Room, 399-
1740

JANUARY 8  Surfer Blood / Gospel Music 
Gospel Music, wit-pop brainchild of the Black 
Kids’ Owen Holmes, will be opening for West 
Palm Beach’s Surfer Blood at this free show 
presented by Osprey Radio. Both bands are 
poised for greatness, so this is the perfect 
opportunity to see them live before they’re 
household names. UNF Student Union, www.
unfspinnaker.com/osprey-radio

JANUARY 10  Bob Seger & the Silver Bullet 
Band Bob Seger and his Silver Bullet Band are 
making their way back to the First Coast this 
month. Seger is currently on tour in support 
of his career-spanning CD Ultimate Hits: Rock 
And Roll Never Forget, which was released 
on November 21st. Since breaking into the 
industry in 1961, the rock legend has sold over 
51 million albums including 11 platinum and 
seven multi-platinum records. See Bob Seger 
& the Silver Bullet Band at the Arena on the 
10th. Tickets: $44- $98. Jacksonville Veterans 
Memorial Arena, 353-3309

JANUARY 13  Gregg Allman Blues singer, key-
boardist, guitarist and songwriter, best known 

as a founding member of the Allman Broth-
ers Band, Gregg Allman has one of the most 
distinctive voices in American music. Going 
back to the thrilling tracks of the early Allman 
Brothers albums, Allman’s vocals have made 
him a rock star and a staple of classic-rock 
radio. Experience him live at the Florida Theatre 
this month. Tickets: $31- $54. Florida Theatre, 
355-5661

JANUARY 14  Tab Benoit Guitarist, singer, and 
songwriter Tab Benoit makes his home near 
New Orleans and is one of a handful of ris-
ing stars on the modern swamp blues scene. 
For most of the 90s and into the 2000s, he’s 
worked each of his records the old-fashioned 
way- by playing anywhere and everywhere he 
and his band can play. Benoit continues the 

trend this month when he returns to the stage 
at Mojo Kitchen. Tickets: $25. Mojo Kitchen 
(Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636

JANUARY 16  Anberlin Winter Haven’s An-
berlin formed from the ashes of various other 
area projects, including the Christian punk 
outfit SaGoh 24/7. Since signing with Tooth & 
Nail Records in 2002, and later with Universal 
Republic in 2007, the band has sold well over 
700,000 records and has charted numerous 
times. They’ll be returning to Jacksonville this 
month with guests States. Tickets: $18. Free-
bird Live, 246-BIRD

JANUARY 21  Alexis y Fido Known for their 
skillful wordplay and their comedic double 
entendres, reggaeton duo Alexis y Fido, af-
fectionately known as “Los Pitbulls,” may be 
old dogs in the genre, but they have plenty of 
new tricks that will make audiences sit down 
and beg for more. They’ll be performing live at 
Aqua on January 21st. Tickets: $20- $30. Aqua 
Nightclub & Lounge, 997-2063

JANUARY 27  The Mountain Goats The 
Mountain Goats are, for all practical purposes, 
John Darnielle and whatever musicians he 
surrounds himself with. At his best, Darnielle 
writes finely observed, slightly surreal, impres-
sionistic vignettes that manage to mix life as 
we live it with life as we wish we could live it, 
and as such he has more in common with a 
short-story writer than he does with the typi-
cal singer/songwriter. Experience the Mountian 
Goats with Nurses on the 27th at Café Eleven. 
Tickets: $20. The Original Café Eleven, 460-
9311

JANUARY 29  Travis Tritt Travis Tritt will return 
to the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall on January 29. 
Unlike many other mainstream country acts, 
Tritt doesn’t wear a cowboy hat and includes 
elements of rock ‘n’ roll in his music. Tritt has 
been on the country music scene since the 
90s and won two Grammy awards for his work 
on the singles ‘The Whiskey Ain’t Workin’’ and 
‘Same Old Train.’ Tickets: $65.50- $77.50. 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

JANUARY 31  Jimmy Buffett and the Coral 
Reefer Band Jacksonville, the wait is over. 
Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer Band will 
perform at Arena on January 31st as part of 
Jimmy Buffett’s “Welcome to Fin Land” Tour 
2012. Local Parrotheads won’t want to miss 
their chance to soak in the full Margaritaville 
experience. Tickets: $34- $134. Jacksonville 
Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309

Gregg Allman

The Mountain Goats
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MusIC eVeNts

2752 Park Street

www.inkyfingers.biz

January 1
Radio / Little Green Men Jacksonville Land-
ing, 353-1188

January 2
Plan D Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188

January 3
Konami Code / Poor Richards Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Noah Peterson European Street Listening 
Room (San Marco), 399-1740

January 4
Cheryl Wheeler The Original Café Eleven, 
460-9311
BRANES / Barrow / The Lifeforms Burro Bar, 
www.facebook.com/burrobar
Boomsong Sing-Along Jacksonville Landing, 
353-1188

January 5
Honey Dewdrops European Street Listening 
Room, 399-1740
Galactic / Toubab Krewe Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD

January 6
Cosmic Concerts: First Friday Floyd MOSH, 

396-6674
Ernie & Debi Evans Whitey’s Fish Camp (Or-
ange Park), 269-4198
Amateur Night Ritz Theatre & Museum, 632-
5555
Rebecca Zapen Rhett’s Piano Bar & Brasserie 
(St. Augustine), 825-0502
Skytrain Latitude 30, 365-5555
Mr. Clit & the Pink Cigarettes / Living Saints 
/ The 2416 Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/
burrobar
Danka / Dubwise / Livication / Hella-Swanky 
Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Eric Lindell Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville 
Beach), 247-6636
Garrett Harbison / Alexis Rhode / Bethany 
Stockdale / Cody Lewis / Adam Sams Mur-
ray Hill Theatre, 388-3179

January 7
Boredom The Original Café Eleven, 460-9311
Emily Kopp / Nikki Dawson & the Stank 
Sauce Band / Nobody on Land / Swag Ses-
sion Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
The Tell Tale Heart / Gabriel the Marine 
Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Ernie & Debi Evans The Surf Restaurant (Fer-
nandina Beach), 261-5711 
Jazz Jamm: Norman Connors Ritz Theatre & 

Museum, 632-5555
Notre Dame Undertones Betsy Lovett Ar t 
Center at Bolles Middle School, www.nor th-
floridandclub.org
Rod MacDonald European Street Listening 
Room (Beach Blvd), 399-1740
Kaliyl / Becoming Machine / Dream of the 
Day / In Too Deep Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

January 8
Tugce Tari Main Library, 630-2665
John Longbottom European Street Listening 
Room (Jacksonville Beach), 399-1740
Final Club / E.L. Wood & the Botanistas 
Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/burrobar

January 10
Bob Seger & the Silver Bullet Band Jackson-
ville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309
Rusholme Ruffi ans / Coral Castle Dos Gatos, 
354-0666
Annie Sellick / Joshua Bowlus Trio European 
Street Listening Room (San Marco), 399-
1740

January 11
Strengthen What Remains / A Hope For 

Tomorrow / I Drive A Station Wagon Murray 
Hill Theatre, 388-3179

January 12
Matthew Stewart Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Amateur Night Auditions Ritz Theatre & Mu-
seum, 632-5555
Dana & Susan Robinson European Street 
Listening Room (San Marco), 399-1740

January 13
Gregg Allman Florida Theatre, 355-5661
WinterJam 2012: Skillet / Sanctus Real / 
Newsong / Building 249 / Group 1 Crew 
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-
3309
Genitorturers Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850
A Call For Kylie / Like The Stars / Young 
Bloods Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Cosmic Concerts: Laser Magic, Laseropolis, 
Laser Hypnotica or Laser X MOSH, 396-
6674
Ruben Studdard Ritz Theatre & Museum, 
632-5555

The Mountain Goats

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 32)

Honey Dewdrops, Jan 5 European Street Listening Room

Bob Seger & the Silver Bullet Band, Jan 10 
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena
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Bryce Alastair & the Booze-N-Blues / Northe 
/ Justin Freeman Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Devour the Dead / DNR / Artilect / The Mag-
istrate Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

January 14
Gloriana Mavericks Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 
356-1110
Samuel Sanders / Sons of God / Sosaveme / 
Spangler Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Master Radical / The Blackhands / Fonder 
Hearts / Milo Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Does it Matter / Waylay Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD
Tab Benoit Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville 
Beach), 247-6636
Jack Williams European Street Listening 
Room (Beach Blvd), 399-1740

January 15
Givers / Young Man Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Billy Bowers European Street Listening Room 
(Jacksonville Beach), 399-1740

January 16
Xerexes / Code Orange Kids / Swear Jar 
Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/burrobar
Anberlin / States Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

January 17
The Dead Kenny G’s / Lucy Costello Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Jim & Sylvia Jazz Guitar Duo European 
Street Listening Room (San Marco), 399-
1740

January 18
Chris Young / Jared Ashley Whiskey River, 
645-5571
St. Johns Dinner Club: Phillip Pan San Jose 
Country Club, 273-8067

January 19
Freshman 15 / Junior Doctor Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Larry Mangum & the Invisible Cowboys 
European Street Listening Room (San Marco), 
399-1740
Fred Eaglesmith Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville 
Beach), 247-6636

January 20
Rebelution Mavericks Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 
356-1110
Cosmic Concerts: LaserMania, LaseRetro, 
Laser Vinyl or Laser Led Zeppelin MOSH, 
396-6674
East Coast Corruption / Florida Razed / 
Blacc Rabitt / Trevor Rockwell / Kilo Watts 
Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850

January 21
An Evening with Rat Pack Review Ponte Ve-
dra Concer t Hall, 209-0346
Dangermuffi n / Yarn / C.J. Fluharty Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
The Cab / Summer Set / He Is We Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD

WINTER JAM 2012
 Christian music fans will once again 
be treated to some of the best the indus-
try has to offer at Winter Jam 2012. The 
ministry is kicking off their 47 city tour in 
Charleston, West Virginia on the 6th and will 
be making its way to Jacksonville on the 
13th.
 Founded by the band NewSong in 
1995, the Winter Jam Tour Spectacular 
has featured many of the top names in 
Christian music, including TobyMac, Third 
Day, Newsboys, Steven Curtis Chapman, 
and Jeremy Camp. This year’s participants 
include Skillet, Sanctus Real, Building 249, 
Group 1 Crew and many others and will be 
hosted by NewSong. 
 Winter Jam 2012 will be at the 
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena this 
month. Tickets are not sold for this event, 
entrance is $10 at the door, making it af-
fordable for families, individuals and groups 
of all sizes. For more information call the 
Arena at 353-3309.

Surfer Blood, Jan 8 UNF Student Union  

TobyMac
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WBOB’s First Coast
Showcase

with
   Alexis

Food 
&

Fun
At A 

Discount
up to 

50% off

Saturdays
at

9 am

brought to you by:

WE SELL 2003-2011
CARS, TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs

The Supervillians / The Holidazed / A Sound 
Below Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850
Ernie Evans & the Florida State Bluegrass 
Band European Street Listening Room (Beach 
Blvd), 399-1740
Alexis y Fido Aqua Nightclub & Lounge, 997-
2063

Seizing The Final Victory / Avirence / Mes-
sengers / Darasuum / Refuge / Me & The 
Trinity Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179

January 22
Gordon Lightfoot Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Fuel / Manna Zen Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850

Mike Shackelford European Street Listening 
Room (Jacksonville Beach), 399-1740

January 23
Richard Smith European Street Listening 
Room (Beach Blvd), 399-1740
August Burns Red / Silverstein / Texas in 
July Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Me Talk Pretty / Hawthorne Heights / Ma-
dina Lake / Young Electric Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Tycho / Beacon The Original Café Eleven, 
460-9311

January 24
Hackensaw Boys Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Weight of the World / Vices / Our Kind Burro 
Bar, www.facebook.com/burrobar
JB Scott’s Swingin’ Allstars European Street 
Listening Room (San Marco), 399-1740

January 25
G-Love & Special Sauce / Kristy Lee Free-
bird Live, 246-BIRD
Gabe Dixon / Lelia Broussard Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

January 26
Where’s the Band tour: Ace Enders / Antho-
ny Raneri / Matt Pryor / Evan Weiss / Chris 
Conley  The Original Café Eleven, 460-9311
Nic Cowan Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Caroline Aiken European Street Listening 
Room (San Marco), 399-1740
The New Orleans Suspects / Billy Buchanan 
Ponte Vedra Concer t Hall, 209-0346

January 27
Polygons / The John Brandon Project Free-
bird Live, 246-BIRD 
Firefl ight / Rapture Rukus / Devin Williams 
Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Cosmic Concerts: Jimmy Buffett Parrothead 
Party, The Beatles Laser Collection or Laser 
U2 MOSH, 396-6674

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 34)

Tab Benoit, Jan 14 
Mojo Kitchen
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The Mountain Goats / Nurses The Original 
Café Eleven, 460-9311
Mr. Al Pete / City Limits / Ghozt / Keylow 
/ Mr. Whitty / Ja Cash / Magick Touch / 
Beast Boy Endo Exo, 396-7733

January 28 
Elvis Lives Times-Union Center- Moran The-
atre, 632-3373
City in Peril / Convalesce / Call It Captive 
/ Alert the Messenger Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179
Son of a Bad Man / Don’t Sigh Daisy / Dirty 
Shannon / Stephen Carey Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Bill Sheffield / Belmont & Jones European 
Street Listening Room (Beach Blvd), 399-
1740

January 29
Travis Tritt / Aaron Parker Ponte Vedra Con-
cer t Hall, 209-0346

Ernie & Debi Evans The Surf Restaurant 
(Fernandina Beach), 261-5711 
Mason Jennings Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Jim & Sylvia Guitar Duo European Street 
Listening Room (Jacksonville Beach), 399-
1740January 14
Shawn Lightfoot & The Brigade/ Jackson-
Vegas / Go Away Ghost Burro Bar, www.
facebook.com/burrobar
Hard to Handle Ragtime Tavern, 241-7877
Natural Child / The Cougs / The Lifeforms 
/ Rednecks Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/
burrobar

January 31
Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer Band 
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-
3309
Bert Quartet European Street Listening 
Room (San Marco), 399-1740
Keb’ Mo’ Ponte Vedra Concer t Hall, 209-
0346

RUBEN STUDDARD 
 Long before he was a contes-
tant on American Idol, Ruben Stud-
dard had a place on stage. His fi rst 
time in the spotlight was when he 
was just three years old, perform-
ing at Rising Star Baptist Church in 
Birmingham, Alabama. The Grammy-
nominated singer has come a long 
way since then.
 Studdard rose to prominence in 
2003 when he beat Clay Aiken and 
became the second American Idol 
winner. He’s release four albums 
since then and is poised to release 
his fi fth, Letters from Birmingham, 
this March. In support of the record, 
Studdard is embarking on a nation-
wide tour and will be stopping in 
Jacksonville this month.
 Studdard will be at the Ritz The-
atre & Museum on January 13th. Tick-
ets are $22.50 and can be purchased at the Ritz box offi ce on through Ticketmaster. For 
more information, call 632-5555.

Mason Jennings, Jan 29 Jack Rabbits
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UPCOMING CONCERTS
Willie Nelson

Feb 1  The Civil Wars Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Feb 2  Michael Feinstein Florida Theatre, 355-5661 
Feb 2  Kelly Clarkson / Matt Nathanson Times-Union Center, 632-3373
Feb 2  The Richard Thompson Electric Trio Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Feb 3  Aaron Lewis Mavericks Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 356-1110
Feb 5  Second City Touring Company Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Feb 8  Willie Nelson and Friends Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Feb 9  They Might Be Giants Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Feb 9  Rascal Flatts / Sara Evans / Hunter Hayes Jax Veterans Memorial Arena  
Feb 10  The Ahn Trio Florida Theatre, 355-5661 
Feb 11  The Avett Brothers Florida Theatre, 355-5661 
Feb 14   Celtic Women Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373
Feb 17  Grandpa’s Cough Medicine / Galen Kipar Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach),  
  247-6636
Feb 18   Brandi Carlile Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Feb 19  Yonder Mountain String Band Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Feb 22  Red Jumpsuit Apparatus The Original Café Eleven, 460-9311
Feb 23  The Official Blues Brothers Revue Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 
  632-3373
Feb 24  The Bronx Wanderers Thrasher-Horne Center, 276-6750
Feb 25   Frankie Avalon, Fabian & Bobby Rydell Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre,  
  632-3373
Feb 25   Pablo Cruise Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Feb 29  Dark Star Orchestra Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
March 3  Hank William Jr. St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
March 4  Wynton Marsalis Florida Theatre, 355-5661
March 7-8 Michael Jackson: The Immortal Jacksonville Memorial Arena, 353-3309
March 10  Badfish Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
March 13  Stacey Earle / Mark Stuart European Street Listening Room (San Marco),  
  399-1740
March 16  Experience Hendrix 2012 Tribute Tour St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
March 17  The Moody Blues St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
March 20  Tony Bennett St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
March 21  Wilson Phillips Florida Theatre  
March 22  Anoushka Shankar Florida Theatre, 355-5661
March 29  Judy Collins Wilson Center, 646-2222
March 30  Jake Shimabukuro Florida Theatre Jacksonville  
April 27  Elvis Costello and the Imposters Florida Theatre, 355-5661
May 10  Lady Antebellum Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309
May 24  Edgar Winter Band Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
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sPeCiAL sHoWiNGs
Sun-Ray Cinema The Five Points Theatre is now known as the Sun-Ray Cinema. New owners re-
opened the theatre in December with huge improvements. Read all about it on page 16. Currently 
showing, THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO thru January 19th. Opening on January 6, Petro 
Almodovar’s THE SKIN I LIVE IN - Antonio Banderas is a brilliant plastic surgeon, haunted by past 
tragedies, who creates a type of synthetic skin that withstands any kind of damage. His guinea pig: 
a mysterious and volatile woman holds the key to his obsession. To keep up with new showings and 
show times, call 359-0047 or visit www.sunraycinema.com.

January 21 Museum and a Movie: BINGO LONG AND THE TRAVELING ALL-STARS AND MOTOR 
KINGS (1976) Tired of the slave-like treatment of his team’s owner, charismatic star Negro League 
pitcher Bingo Long takes to the road with his band of barnstormers through the small towns of the 
Midwest in the 1930s. Starring: Billy Dee Williams, James Earl Jones and Richard Pryor. $5, 11 am- 
2 pm, Ritz Theatre & LaVilla Museum, 632-5555, www.ritzlavilla.com

January 24 Leave ‘em Laughing Tent with Special 
Guest Free monthly meeting of the “Leave ‘em Laugh-
ing Tent,” Jacksonville’s chapter of the International 
Laurel & Hardy Appreciation Society (a/k/a Sons of 
the Desert). This months meeting will have a special 
guest, Craig Raguse, grandson of Laurel & Hardy’s 
sound-man Elmer Raguse. Craig will be showing 
rarely-seen, behind-the-scenes photos of Laurel & 
Hardy with his grandfather, such as this photo (in 
which Elmer appears, fourth from right). Craig will 
also tell anecdotes about the men and the making of 
their fi lms. L&H movies that go along with Craig’s 
stories will be screened. Free admission and refresh-
ments. Event between 6- 8:30 pm. All ages. Beaches Branch Library, 600 N 3rd St, Neptune Beach, 
314-5801, www.leaveemlaughing.moviefever.com

January 30 Free Buster Keaton Movies and Prize Premiere of free screenings of Buster Keaton 
silent-movie comedies at monthly meeting for Buster Keaton fans. Buster Keaton short subjects to 
be screened at this meeting: One Week, The Playhouse, and Cops. Free admission and refreshments 
provided. There will also be a door prize. Winner will receive a 2-DVD set containing four of Buster 
Keaton’s classic silent short subjects. 7 to 8:30 pm. Pablo Creek Branch Library, 13295 Beach Blvd. 
(between Kernan & Hodges Blvds), 314-5801, www.NotTheKeatonSociety.com

 Jacksonville resident Sharon Y. Cobb will be signing 
her new book, False Confessions of a True Hollywood 
Screenwriter, at Barnes & Noble, St. Johns Town Center, 
Saturday, January 28, beginning at 2 pm. The public is 
invited to attend the book signing and meet Ms. Cobb. 
 Sharon Y. Cobb is a professional screenwriter and 
member of the Writers Guild of America west. She has 
sold over a dozen projects to Hollywood and had some 
fi lms made. One of her favorites is a British comedy, 
Lighthouse Hill, starring Jason Flemyng. She also sold 
a script to Fox 2000 with Danny Glover attached to star 
and produce. Her TBS cable movie On Hostile Ground 
pulled huge ratings. Ms. Cobb is the former director of 
the UNF Writers Conference, former editor of Jackson-
ville Today magazine and founding editor of Coastal Liv-
ing magazine (formerly Coastal Home).
 Ms. Cobb lived and worked in Hollywood as a professional screenwriter for eight years. 
She continues writing fi lm projects from her home in Avondale where she lives with her tall 
husband and short dog. Ms. Cobb began writing False Confessions after moving back to 
Jacksonville from Beverly Hills. 
 False Confessions of a True Hollywood Screenwriter is an action comedy about a 
screenwriter who aspires to be on the A-List. But it’s not until Liz takes on Hollywood- in an 
estrogen-fueled rampage including kidnapping, a hostage standoff, a nationally televised car 
chase, and a siege by SWAT teams- that she realizes only in Hell-A could crime run amuck 
have such a deliriously happy Hollywood ending. It’s a story about taking fate hostage, shap-
ing your own destiny and never giving up. Never.

AMATEUR NIGHT @
 THE RITZ

NORMAN CONNORS

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TICKETS: RITZ THEATRE AND MUSEUM 
829 N. DAVIS STREET, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202 | TEL 904.632.5555  |  WWW.RITZJACKSONVILLE.COM

IN THE MUSEUM  Permanent Exhibition: Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing
Gallery Exhibition: MORE THAN A GAME
MUSEUM HOURS AND COST: Tues-Fri  10am - 5pm, Sat 10am - 2pm,  Adults- $8  Children, Students, and Seniors- $5

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANUARY2012
WWW.RITZJACKSONVILLE.COM

RITZ INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE! STARTING AT JUST $25!

FILM SERIES

RUBEN STUDDARD

STEP AFRIKA!

JANUARY 5 Spoken Word & Poetry | 7 pm | FREE

JANUARY 6 Amateur Night at the Ritz | 7:30 pm |  $5.50

JANUARY 7 Ritz Jazz Jamm featuring Norman Connors | 7 & 10 pm |
$21(adv)  & $25(door)

JANUARY 12 Amateur Night Auditions | 5-6:15 pm |  FREE

JANUARY 13 RUBEN STUDDARD in Concert | 8 pm | $22.50

JANUARY 17 Reunion at the Ritz: William M. Raines High School Night at the 
Museum | 6-8 pm |  FREE

JANUARY 21
Museum and a Movie: Bingo Long and the Traveling All-Stars and 
Motor Kings | 11 am - 2 pm | $5

STEP AFRIKA! | 7:30 pm | $18.50
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read complete movie reviews every week at eujacksonville.com

JANUARY movies

Now ShowiNg
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: GHOST PROTOCOL 
The IMF is shut down when it’s implicated in 
a global terrorist bombing plot. Ghost Proto-
col is initiated and Ethan Hunt and his rogue 
new team must go undercover to clear their 
organization’s name. No help, no contact, off 
the grid. You have never seen a mission grit-
tier and more intense than this. Starring: Tom 
Cruise, Jeremy Renner, Simon Pegg, Paula 
Patton, Josh Holloway, Michael Nyqvist, Vladi-
mir Mashkov, Lea Seydoux and Anil Kapoor. 
Rated PG-13
 
SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF SHADOWS 
There is a new criminal mastermind at large- 
Professor Moriarty- and not only is he Sher-
lock Holmes’ intellectual equal, but his capac-
ity for evil may actually give him an advantage 
over the renowned detective. Starring: Robert 
Downey Jr., Jude Law, Noomi Rapace, Jared 
Harris, Eddie Marsan, Stephen Fry and Rachel 
McAdams. Rated PG-13
 
THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO A jour-
nalist-turned-detective and his female associ-
ate get tangled up in the underworld when he 
is hired to write the saga of a powerful family. 
Starring: Daniel Craig, Rooney Mara, Chris-
topher Plummer, Stellan Skarsgård, Steven 
Berkoff, Robin Wright, Yorick van Wageningen 
and Joely Richardson. Rated R
 
WAR HORSE A remarkable friendship develops 
between a horse named Joey and a young man 
called Albert, who tames and trains him. When 
they are forcefully parted, the film follows 
the extraordinary journey of the horse as he 
moves through the battlefields of Europe during 
World War I, changing and inspiring the lives 

of all those he meets: British cavalry, German 
soldiers, and a French farmer and his grand-
daughter. Starring: Emily Watson, Peter Mullan, 
David Thewlis, Benedict Cumberbatch and 
Niels Arestrup. Directed by Stephen Speilberg. 
Rated PG-13
 

JaNuary 6
THE DEVIL INSIDE In 1989, emergency re-
sponders received a 9-1-1 call from Maria 
Rossi (Suzan Crowley) confessing that she 
had brutally killed three people. Twenty years 
later, her daughter Isabella (Fernanda Andrade) 
seeks to understand the truth about what hap-
pened that night. She travels to the Centrino 
Hospital for the Criminally Insane in Italy where 
her mother has been locked away to determine 
if her mother is mentally ill or demonically pos-
sessed. When she recruits two young exorcists 
(Simon Quarterman and Evan Helmuth) to cure 
her mom using unconventional methods com-
bining both science and religion, they come 
face-to-face with pure evil in the form of four 
powerful demons possessing Maria... and all 
Hell breaks loose. Rated R

JaNuary 13
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 3D Originally re-

leased in 1991, Beauty and the Beast is a 
classic “tale as old as time” that follows the 
adventures of Belle, a bright young woman 
imprisoned in the castle of a mysterious beast 
and his enchanted staff, who must learn the 
most important lesson of all- that true beauty 
comes from within. Beauty and the Beast was 
the first animated film ever nominated for an 
Academy Award for Best Picture, earning an 
additional five Oscar nominations and winning 
two. Rated G

CONTRABAND Mark Wahlberg leads the cast 
of Contraband, a fast-paced thriller about a 
man trying to stay out of a world he worked 
so hard to leave behind and the family he’ll do 
anything to protect. Set in New Orleans, the 
film explores the cutthroat underground world 
of international smuggling- full of desperate 
criminals and corrupt officials, high-stakes 
and big payoffs- where loyalty rarely exists 
and death is one wrong turn away. Starring: 
Mark Wahlberg, Kate Beckinsale, Ben Foster, 
Giovanni Ribisi, Caleb Landry Jones, Lukas 
Haas, Diego Luna, J.K. Simmons. Rated R
 

JOYFUL NOISE The small town of Pacashau, 
Georgia has fallen on hard times, but the 
people are counting on the Divinity Church 
Choir to lift their spirits by winning the National 
Joyful Noise Competition. The choir has al-
ways known how to sing in harmony, but the 
discord between the traditional style of Vi Rose 
Hill (Queen Latifah) and the fiery G.G. Sparrow 
(Dolly Parton) hits a sour note. Shaking things 
up even more is the arrival of G.G.’s rebellious 
grandson, Randy (Jeremy Jordan), whohas 
an ear for music, but he also has an eye for Vi 
Rose’s beautiful and talented daughter, Olivia 
(Keke Palmer). The sparks between the two 
teenagers cause even more heat between G.G. 
and Vi Rose. If these two strong-willed women 
can overcome their differences and find a com-
mon voice, they- and their choir- may make the 
most joyful noise of all. Rated PG-13

JaNuary 20
RED TAILS 1944. World War II rages and the 
fate of the free world hangs in the balance. 
Meanwhile, the black pilots of the experimental 
Tuskegee training program are courageously 
waging two wars at once: one against enemies 
overseas, and the other against discrimina-
tion within the military and back home. Racial 
prejudices have long held ace airman Martin 
“Easy” Julian and his black pilots back at 
base- leaving them with little to do but fur-
ther hone their flying skills- while their white 
counterparts are shipped out to combat after 
a mere three months of training. Mistakenly 
deemed inferior and assigned only second-rate 
planes and missions, the pilots of Tuskegee 
have mastered the skies with ease but have not 
been granted the opportunity to truly spread 
their wings. As the war in Europe continues 
to take its dire toll on Allied forces, Pentagon 

brass have no recourse but to reconsider these 
under-utilized pilots for combat duty. Starring: 
Cuba Gooding Jr., Terrence Howard, Bryan 
Cranston, Nate Parker. Rated PG-13

UNDERWORLD AWAKENING This is a stun-
ning new dimension to the epic battle between 
Vampires and Lycans, as the first film in the 
franchise to shoot in 3D. Kate Beckinsale, star 
of the first two films, returns in her lead role as 
the vampire warrioress Selene, who escapes 
imprisonment to find herself in a world where 
humans have discovered the existence of both 
Vampire and Lycan clans and are conducting 
an all-out war to eradicate both immortal spe-
cies. In 3D/2D theaters and IMAX 3D. Rated R
 

JaNuary 27
THE GREY Liam Neeson leads an unruly group 
of oil-rig roughnecks when their plane crashes 
into the remote Alaskan wilderness. Battling 
mortal injuries and merciless weather, the sur-
vivors have only a few days to escape the icy 
elements- and a vicious pack of rogue wolves 
on the hunt- before their time runs out.
 
MAN ON A LEDGE An ex-cop and now wanted 
fugitive (Sam Worthington) stands on the ledge 
of a high-rise building while a hard-living New 
York Police Department hostage negotiator 
(Elizabeth Banks) tries to talk him down. The 
longer they are on the ledge, the more she real-
izes that he might have an ulterior objective.

ONE FOR THE MONEY A proud, born-and-bred 
Jersey girl, Stephanie Plum’s got plenty of atti-
tude, even if she’s been out of work for the last 
six months and just lost her car to a debt col-
lector. Desperate for some fast cash, Stephanie 
turns to her last resort: convincing her sleazy 
cousin to give her a job as a recovery agent at 
his bail bonding company. True, she doesn’t 
even own a pair of handcuffs and her weapon 
of choice is pepper spray, but that doesn’t 
stop Stephanie from taking on Vinny’s biggest 
bail-jumper: former vice cop and murder sus-
pect Joe Morelli, a sexy, irresistible man who 
seduced and dumped her back in high school. 
Starring: Katherine Heigl, Jason O’Mara, Daniel 
Sunjata, John Leguiziamo, Debbie Reynolds, 
Debra Monk. Rated PG-13

Mark Wahlberg in CONTRABAND



WHAT’S HOT IN JANUARY
Premieres
 The winter break has been one big snooze-fest. I don’t know about you, TV fans, but I’m so 
glad that many of my favorite shows will be returning this month. Hoarders (A&E) makes me feel 
better about my often “lived in” house, so I’m thrilled that it will be returning on the 2nd.  •  On the 
3rd ABC will unveil Work It, a new comedy about a pair of guys so desperate for jobs that they 
dress up like women. My knee-jerk reaction is that this one will suck, but this is the network that 
brought us Modern Family so it may be worth checking out.  •  Thir teen of Project Runway’s most 
memorable designers will get another shot at fashion greatness this month. Project Runway All 
Stars premieres on the 5th.  •  IFC’s hilarious send-up of hipster culture, Portlandia, returns for a 
second season on January 6th. Starring SNL’s Fred Armisen and Carrie Brownstein of Sleater-Kin-
ney fame, the show will also include guest appearances by Isaac Brock (Modest Mouse), Johnny 
Marr (The Smiths), Joanna Newsom, Eddie Vedder, Penny Marshall, Tim Robbins, Andy Samberg 
and many others.  •  Based on the blockbuster fi lm and best-selling novel by John Grisham, The 
Firm (NBC) continues the story of attorney Mitchell McDeere and his family 10 years after the 
events of the fi lm and novel. You can catch the two-hour premiere on January 8th.  •  Is anyone 
else super excited for the return of 30 Rock (NBC) on January 12th? Thursday nights just haven’t 
been the same!  •  Also on the 12th, Fox’s spin-off of their hit show Bones will fi nally be revealed. 
After a successful backdoor pilot last year, The Finder has been hotly anticipated. The question 
now is: will it live up to the hype?  •  And speaking of hype, Alcatraz (Fox) will premiere on Janu-
ary 16th. Anything produced by J.J. Abrams is bound to bring out the fanboys, so expect a lot of 
chatter around the water cooler about this one.  •  As a rule, I don’t stray into CMT territory on 
purpose, but on the 21st I just might have to. First there’s Bayou Billionaires, a reality series about 
a Louisiana family who discovered their property sits on the fourth largest deposit of natural gas 
in the United States. They’re like a real-life Beverly Hillbillies except the matriarch is named Kitten. 
Kitten! Then there’s My Big Redneck Vacation, which chronicles the adventures of one “countri-
fi ed” family as they spend a summer in the Hamptons  •  Finally, you might recall seeing the fi rst 
episode of Luck, HBO’s provocative take on horseracing, last month. That, as it turns out, was just 
an early look at the pilot. The show, starring Dustin Hoffman, Denis Farina and Richard Kind, of-
fi cially begins on January 29th.

Finales
 My kids will be devastated to learn that Disney’s Wizards of Waverly Place is coming to 
an end on January 6th. The Emmy-winning children’s series helped launch the career of actress/
singer/philanthropist Selena Gomez.  •  The fi nal episode of ABC’s Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition airs on January 13th.  •  Over on TNT, the 4th season of Leverage concludes on the 15th. 
The drama series starring Timothy Hutton has been picked up for another season, which will air in 
the fall.  •  Also on the 15th, AMC’s fascinating take on the building of the transcontinental railroad, 
Hell on Wheels, wraps its fi rst season.  •  NBC’s silly spy series, Chuck, will conclude with a two-
hour series fi nale on the 27th. The show lasted fi ve seasons and will be missed dearly.  •  Finally, 
some of NBC’s winter reality leftovers will be discarded this month. Both Who’s Still Standing? 
and Fear Factor will have their season fi nales on the 30th. 

Specials
 A number of awards shows will take place this month including the People’s Choice Awards 
(CBS, January 11), 17th Annual Critics’ Choice Movie Awards (VH1, January 12), the 69th An-
nual Golden Globe Awards (NBC, January 15) and the 18th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards 
(TNT and TBS, January 29).  •  Over on ABC, the 2012 Miss America Pageant will be held on the 
14th. Fun fact: now in its 91st year, the glamorous event holds the title of the 4th longest-running 
live event in television history.  •  Speaking of beautiful nonagenarians, the wonderful Betty White 
is turning 90 and NBC is celebrating with Betty White’s 90th Birthday: A Tribute to America’s 
Golden Girl followed by the premiere of her new hidden camera series Betty White’s Off Their 
Rockers. All this goes down on January 16th.  •  Finally, if politics are your thing (or you don’t 
have cable) settle in for the State of the Union Address on January 24th. Broadcast on ABC, CBS, 
Fox and NBC.
 
 

JANUARY 3
Contagion (PG-13)
I Am (Not Rated)
Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark (R)
The Guard (R)
Mildred Pierce (Not Rated)
I Don’t Know How She Does It (PG-13)

JANUARY 10
Moneyball (PG-13)
Killer Elite (R)
What’s Your Number? (R)
There Be Dragons (PG-13)
The Scorpion King 3 (PG-13)
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view from 
the couch

NEW ON BLU-RAY & DVD

BY KELLIE ABRAHAMSON

JANUARY 17
Courageous (PG-13)
Ides of March (R)
Abduction (PG-13)
Redline (Not Rated)

JANUARY 24
Real Steel (PG-13)
50/50 (R)
Paranormal Activity 3 (R)
Wings (Not Rated)

JANUARY 31
Drive (R)

Transformers: Dark 
of the Moon (PG-
13)
The Thing (R)
In Time (PG-13)
Dream House (PG-
13)
The Big Year (PG)
The Double (PG-13)
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2nd
winning
season

Game schedule is subject to change. 
Check for updates. 

Jan 3  Fayetteville Flight 
Jan 7  Atlanta Experience 
Jan 14  Savannah Storm 
Jan 27  Heartland Heat [at UNF]
Feb 4  Fayetteville Flight (tentative) 
Feb 18  South Carolina Warriors 
Feb 19  Panama City Dream 

Invites You To A 
Special Preview

Stop By And Register To Win

IN THEATRES JANUARY 20

JACKSONVILLE

Jacksonville’s Finest Name In Jewelry Since 1890

204 Laura Street ∙ 356-1655
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