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“Giraffa Camelopardalis” 
by Robert Leedy
Watercolor on cradled Aquabord, 10” x 10” 

Leedy exhibits his work at Southlight 

Gallery in Jacksonville (6 E. Bay St.) and 

maintains a studio in the CoRK Arts District 

in Jacksonville’s Riverside area (603 King 

Street). His work can be seen online at www.

robertleedyart.com 
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She is a Sumatran tiger and is one of five new arrivals to the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, having 
been recently relocated from another zoo in Oklahoma City. Her 12-year-old future mate, Berani, hails from 
the Akron Zoo in Ohio. Also joining the pair are the trio of endangered Malayan tiger brothers Jaya, Bunga, 
and Penari, all of whom were previously housed at the Palm Beach Zoo.

Land of the Tigers recently opened to the public on March 8 as part of the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Garden’s centennial anniversary celebration. The 2.5-acre exhibit is a stunning visual feat that offers zoo 
patrons the rare opportunity to view these giant cats at close range and from vir tually all angles. It also 
gives the tigers the unique panoramic vantage point of their new home and curious visitors.

Bob Chabot, director of horticulture and facilities at the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, is the master-
mind behind the exhibit’s pristine design. The open-air space is less zoo enclosure than it is an impressive 
playground for these five majestic cats, with a deep pool for swimming and cooling off in the heat of the 
summer months, a waterfall, and 1,200 linear feet of elevated trail system, which provides the tigers with a 
bird’s eye view of their space while offering zoo patrons an intimate viewing experience. “The trail system 
is really the most innovative part of this exhibit. Its purpose is to give these cats tunnels so they can leave 
their exhibit and travel around the back side and through the people space,” Chabot says. “They are not just 
stuck in one spot like a typical exhibit. They have the opportunity to make choices.”

The $9.8 million exhibit is not just limited to tigers. A breeding pairs of Babirusa pigs, Asian small-
clawed otters, three Visayan warty pigs, and an aviary for wrinkled and wreathed hornbills are also featured 
throughout the spacious new addition. While the tigers are the exclusive tenants in their habitat, the otters 
and pigs are sharing their new digs. “They are taking to it really well,” Chabot says. “The otters are chasing 
the pigs around. It is really quite comical.”

Someone told me, it’s 
all happening at the

zoo
BY LIZA MITCHELL

L ucy tentatively taps the water’s surface, seemingly mesmerized by the 

far reaching ripples. Before she can contemplate the movement in her 

own reflection, Lucy’s attention is drawn away like any other three year old 

by a large, round ball floating by with the tattered remnants of birthday 

wrapping paper still clinging to the wet plastic. She gives it a playful 

nudge before wandering off in search of new adventures, indifferent to the 

watchful eyes surrounding her. Typical childish behavior, for sure, but Lucy is 

not your average toddler.

photo by woody huband

photo by george e. deacon
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Babirusa pigs are originally found on the Sulawesi, Togian, and Baru islands in the Indonesian archi-
pelago where the word babirusa is translated to “pig-deer” in Indonesian. They are excellent swimmers, 
and the male babirusa are easily identified by their unusual tusks. The three Visayan warty pigs are native to 
the forests of the Visayan Islands in the Philippines, where the endangered species has become extinct on 
four of the six islands.

The Asian small-clawed otter is the smallest--and most vocal--of the world’s 13 otter species. They 
are capable of making about a dozen calls and are found in the rain forests throughout Asia, including Indo-
nesia, southern China, southern India, and the Philippines.

Often confused with the toucan because of their long, colorful beaks, the zoo’s new pair of wrinkled 
hornbills hail from a completely different family of birds. The wrinkled hornbill is native to southern Thai-
land, Malaysia, and the islands of Sumatra and Borneo. The wreathed hornbills are originally found in the 
forests of Southeast Asia. The gender of the wreathed hornbill is identifiable by the color of their throats. 
The male’s throat skin is yellow, while the female’s is blue.

All of the new arrivals were brought into the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens from other zoos. Chabot 
says zoos typically lend animals to each other depending on the individual needs of each zoo as outlined in 
a Species Survival Plan. “There is what is called an SSP-–a Species Survival Plan–-and those plans are put 
together essentially to keep these species alive and keep them from becoming extinct. The coordinators of 
these programs track and monitor all of the bloodlines and the genetics within a species and make recom-
mendations on which animals to breed based on that,” says Chabot.

The pair of Sumatran tigers are planned as a breeding pair, although Chabot says the pair, “have not 
been formally introduced.” Zoo staff must gradually acquaint new animals with one another, especially in 
breeding situations to ease the transition and avoid the risk of rejection. “They have seen each other, but 
there is a whole process of introducing animals,” he says. “It is always a slow, deliberately planned pro-
cess.”

“The trail system is really the most innovative part of this 
exhibit...They are not just stuck in one spot like a typical 

exhibit. They have the opportunity to make choices.”

photo by woody huband

photo by woody hubandphoto by george e. deacon
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Win FREE ZOO Tickets
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facebook.com/LeeAndCatesGlass

Visit: LeeAndCatesGlass,com to Find a Location Near You!
(904) 438-3500

CONGRATULATES
THE ZOO ON 100
YEARS OF SERVICE
AND INVITES YOU
TO A FREE VISIT

The acquisition process is an arduous one and com-
munication is key. Based on the SSP findings and the needs 
of a particular facility, zoo staff are entered onto a waiting 
list and often must negotiate the terms to procure a specific 
breed of animal. “It’s pretty labor intensive,” Chabot says. 
“It’s not like we can just go into a catalog or go online and 
buy a tiger.”

Habitat is equally as important in welcoming a new 
species to the zoo. Chabot was methodical in his design, 
incorporating plants and grasses that are native to the 
Asian region while also being tolerant of the Florida climate. 
The Land of the Tiger has an authentic Asian feel down to 
the smallest detail. Even the utilitarian features are designed 
with the aesthetics in mind. Metal beams are created to 
mimic the look of bamboo and the tunnel system is prefab-
ricated to look like a strangler fig, which is a kind of ficus 
tree. Moss tends to grow on the north side of such trees, 
which is represented within the exhibit. “Their native habitat 
is Southeast Asia, so that is a warm, tropical place, and 
that is part of the reason we brought them to Florida. You 
want to stay with species that are from a similar climate 
when you can,” Chabot says.

While aesthetics and authenticity are of equal importance when creating the overall theme of the Asian 
Gardens and Land of the Tiger exhibits, Chabot said safety of the animals and guests is paramount. All of 
the features are created with reinforced steel bars and mesh, and the tunnels and gates can be closed with 
an elaborate pulley system should there be a breach in security.

All of the zoo’s trainers and educators are trained in disaster preparedness from everything to an 
animal escape to a fire or hurricane. Chabot says the zoo staff created a few new positions to manage the 
needs and facilitate the training and care for its newest residents. The new team members all have previous 
experience with big cats and will be instrumental in their care. While most of the animal training typically 
happens behind the scenes, Chabot says a public portal was constructed within one of the viewing areas to 
give zoo patrons a front row seat. “More and more, we and other zoos are designing on the public side of 
things,” he says of the training window, which will allow guests to see just how animals learn to participate 
in their own care from opening their mouth on command for a dental check up to presenting a shoulder or 
other action that might assist the veterinary teams in completing a physical.

The architects of the project are the Seattle-based firm, PJA Architects. They have created show 
stopping exhibits at zoos around the country including the spectacular Asian Bamboo Gardens, which also 
house the komodo dragons at the Jacksonville Zoo. Chabot says the Asian Gardens, which is his personal 
favorite in terms of landscaping and design, is the first phase of a lengthy master plan, which he hopes will 
extend beyond his tenure. “It has really broadened our audience. I think it has contributed to our record-
setting attendance. Year after year, we keep exceeding our attendance records. We are on track to do that 
again this year, in big part thanks to the tigers,” he says. “There is always more to do.”

Future plans for the zoo include a medical facility for manatees in partnership with the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Commission. It will not be a public exhibit, but Chabot says the project will meet a need in the 
Northeast Florida area where manatees often sustain boating injuries and are exposed to the state’s coldest 
temperatures. “Right now, a manatee would need to be transported to the closest facility, in Tampa,” he 
says. “That’s a long ride and creates even further stress for the manatees.”

Chabot is also looking forward to the possibility of an aquarium in downtown Jacksonville. The project 
seems to finally be getting some real traction in light of its One Spark success, and Chabot is hopeful that 
AquaJax, the group behind the proposal, will use the funding to initiate a feasibility study to determine if a 
new aquarium will float. “It’s too early to say whether that will happen or not, but it’s at the table,” he says. 
“And who better to help out with that than the zoo?”

Things are quieting down in the Land of the Tigers. Lucy rests gracefully atop a rock as kids dart by 
in a buzz of delighted squeals. Chabot smiles serenely as he strolls past the sleepy tigers and the playful 
otters. He greets every employee by name and pauses to field questions from young visitors with all the 
enthusiasm of a proud parent. “This is the fun part,” he says. “I feel so lucky to work here.” 

photo by george e. deacon

photo by george e. deacon
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You may have heard that the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is celebrating its 100th bir thday this year. 
What you may not know is that the “and Gardens” part of the Jacksonville Zoo’s name was added in 2004. 
This represents a mini-milestone for Jacksonville’s own botanical gardens - a 10th bir thday within the 
grander centennial celebration.

In recent years I have gone on quite a few Saturday Garden Walks at the zoo. These botanical 
adventures are led by knowledgeable horticulture department employees who talk about plants and 
other points of interest based on the theme of that day’s walk. Some of this year’s topics have included 
gardening in winter, xeric gardens, and enjoying the scents in the spring garden. I always learn something 
new each time I participate.

What a treat I had recently when I took a garden walk with Bob Chabot, Director of Horticulture and 
Facilities! Chabot and his staff have had a direct hand in selecting and installing nearly all of the plants in 
the amazing botanical gardens that co-exist with the equally amazing animal exhibits. His knowledge about 
the gardens was evident, and his pride and enthusiasm were infectious. This garden tour was like having 
Walt Disney show you around his little amusement park in Orlando! As we strolled along the shady paths 
filled with school children and families enjoying the beautiful day, Chabot talked about how the gardens 
have evolved, both just before and after he joined the zoo in 2005. I didn’t realize that there is a master plan 
for the expansion of the gardens just as there is for the zoo.

The master garden plan was drawn up by landscape architect Cindy Tyler of Marshall, Tyler, and 
Rausch in Pittsburgh, PA. After MTR disbanded, Tyler formed Terra Design Studios, also based in 
Pittsburgh. Chabot and his staff follow the plan, consulting with Tyler as necessary, but they have the 
final say on what plants are installed and where. The first phase of the plan was implemented between 

2004 and 2009. Built in 2004, the Rivers of Color Garden lines the main path through the zoo, providing a 
linear garden that leads you from one animal exhibit to the next. It starts just inside the zoo entrance and 
winds south to the Trout River, then eastward, ending at the Asian Bamboo Gardens where you’ll find the 
komodo dragons and, nearby, the new Land of the Tiger exhibit. Also key to the master plan are the “pocket 
gardens” that are installed throughout the zoo. These formal gardens feature many plants you might find 
in the continents represented by the adjoining animal exhibit. Established in 2005, the Savanna Blooms 
Garden was the first pocket garden. Nestled among the areas housing African animals like rhinoceros, 
elephants and giraffes, its oasis-like setting, complete with lily pond, provides a lovely area to sit and enjoy 
the breezes amid a riot of color.

Further down the main path are the Gardens at Trout River Plaza, which opened in 2007. This pocket 
garden features tall columns topped by huge bowls spilling over with trailing and flowering plants. The 
courtyard setting houses a beautiful bronze fountain surrounded by a colorful pebble mosaic. Even though 
this isn’t considered a play area, it’s a hit with parents who wish to sit for a few minutes to enjoy looking at 
the roses, sedum, and mixed perennials while their children splash their hands in the water at the fountain’s 
edge.

The Asian Bamboo Garden opened in 2009, providing zoo visitors with a pocket garden reminiscent of 
the beautiful formal gardens found throughout Asia. The circular arched entry, called a Moon Gate, frames 
koi and lotus ponds surrounded by Japanese maples and flowering shrubs. Phase two of the master plan 
includes a 12-acre botanical garden located along the Trout River. There will be a visitor center, a tropical 
conservatory, and an orangery. There is no target date set for this expansion, but if it is executed as 
beautifully as phase one was, we Garden Walkers are in for a treat!

Aline Clement is a master gardener with the Duval County Extension Service and the University of Florida/IFAS.

Garden Walks
at the Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens  BY ALINE CLEMENT
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“When the zoo first opened, the vast majority of the animals were domesticated animals,” 
says Rost. The exotic species that they did have were mostly donated to the zoo from private 
owners. The zoo has kept a lot of different types of animals over the years, but the one species 
that has been in the zoo collection since 1914, says Rost, is the alligator. We don’t know the 
full roster of animals that were kept since 1914, because records before 1977 weren’t kept for 
posterity, but we do know that by 1916 they had raised enough funds to purchase some ani-
mals from the Atlanta Zoo. By 1916, smack in the middle of Springfield, there was a monkey 
island and a display of live black bears.

While it’s certainly exciting to think about a zoo set in the urban core, it has some disad-
vantages. There wasn’t much room to grow and, by 1924, local residents were complaining 
about the smell. That might have something to do with their move in 1925 to the current locale. 
Opening day of the zoo’s new digs saw thousands through their gates. By 1926 the Zoo added 

BY ERIN THURSBY

he Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens celebrates their 100th anniversary 

this year. They’ve come a long way since their small beginnings. When 

the Jacksonville Zoo opened, it was in the midst of Springfield, and it was a 

very different zoo than the one we know today. We spoke with Alan Rost, The 

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens Biological Programs Registrar and unofficial 

Jacksonville Zoo historian about the progress our Zoo has made over the last 

100 years.

T

(coNTINUEd oN pagE 10)
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an Asian elephant called Miss Chic, bought, at least partially, through a school children’s penny drive.
Through the years the zoo has added gardens, a dock, a train, many animal exhibitions, the but-

terfly hollow, and more community programs. There’s a big difference today between the way animals 
used to be acquired and the the process the Association of Zoos and Aquariums facilitates today.

In the mid 20th century, Miami was a major hub in the exotic animal business, so by the late 
1960s Jacksonville Zoo representatives would go down to Miami once every six months to buy 
wild-captured exotic species. Rost says that they went so often to replenish because “many of those 
animals would not last very long.” Although, he says that “some lasted for decades.” This occurred 
before the U.S. Endangered Species Act and was a fairly common practice for zoos of the time.

“Today we almost never purchase an animal,” says Rost. Most of the animals they acquire from 
other zoos, either on loan or as a donation. Often that’s the only way to get into a species. First they 
have to prove they have an appropriate environment, then once they obtain an animal on loan, they 
can then breed their own. Zoos cooperate throughout the country rather than buying and selling from 
dealers or each other as they did half a century ago. “How can you put a price on these animals?” 
asks Rost. “Some of them are literally priceless.”

The Jacksonville Zoo has contributed quite a bit to the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) 
breeding stock over the years, especially when it comes to Jaguars. In the mid-sixties through the 
1980s you might have seen a jaguar named Zorro here at the Zoo, who Rost says is “the ancestor of 
the majority, if not close to all, of the black jaguars born in North American captivity.” In fact, one of 
his descendants lives in the Jacksonville Zoo today. Onca is a female black jaguar who came to the 
Zoo in 2001 at just two days old, from Baton Rouge.

One of the tenets of modern animal conservation is to avoid catering to boom and bust pat-
terns. A type of animal will get really popular, sometimes because of media, and all the zoos will want 
that animal. All the zoos breed the animal, then the popularity fades, and they have too many. The 
zoo system strives to keep breeding steady, keeping a population of less popular animals and trying 
to limit fad breeding. Because regularly buying and selling exotic species is no longer an option for 
American zoos, Rost says that it’s important “to sustain these species in captivity for a much longer 
period of time. Most of the public don’t realize that roughly two-thirds of the mammals, half of the 
birds and half of the reptiles in AZA zoos are captive-born.” Because of regulation and species protec-
tion, capturing animals in the wild is a difficult prospect at best.

We asked Rost about the changes he’s seen personally at the zoo in the past 30 years. He says 
he’s seen three major shifts. First, the education and experience level of the staff has improved, even 
though he says the team that was around when he first arrived was a great and enthusiastic team. 
Second, says Rost, “it’s a much rarer collection.” The Zoo has added endangered species such as 
giant otter, bonobos, and Florida panthers, among many others. Lastly, today’s Zoo is much more 
involved in conservation efforts than it was 30 years ago. Although the Zoo did have a hand in con-
servation 30 years ago, they are far more involved outside the Zoo’s walls today, especially on a local 
Florida level. In 2003 they started supporting the Guyana Conservation Initiative and Wood Stork Con-
servation, along with continuing to raise awareness of world-wide conservation issues inside the zoo. 
By 2006 they started their still on-going Marine Animal Rescue program, working with U.S. Fish and 

The Jacksonville Artists Guild 
(JAG) developed a creative fundraiser 
for the Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens’ 
100-Year Anniversary called “Lions, Ti-
gers and Squares,” which immediately 
raised more than $4,100 at the launch. 
JAG’s goal is to surpass the $10,000 
mark through this effort to recognize 
the Zoo’s continued service to Jackson-
ville and the surrounding area.

JAG artist members painted 105 
small square paintings in celebration 
of the Zoo’s centenary year. Though 
some of the creative and often humor-
ous paintings are already purchased, 
all will remain intact and on display at 
the Palm Plaza Café until September 1, 
giving the visiting children and families 
an opportunity to see and purchase a piece of art in this important suite. Whimsical monkeys, 
flying Roseate Spoonbills, a soulful watercolor giraffe, flowers from the Zoo’s prolific Botanical 
Garden, predatory birds and more – there’s a painting for everyone.

Lynn McClow, president of JAG, was pleased with the event and that so many JAG artists 
participated in support of the Zoo. JAG’s mission is to elevate artistic awareness and participa-
tion by artists through dynamic programs and exhibitions that enhance, encourage and promote 
the arts. The Zoo is a community treasure as evidenced by the beautiful collection of images 
from dozens of JAG members, who took the time and used their talent to showcase this special 
suite as a fundraising event.

JAG board member and treasurer, as well as an honored 2014 Cultural Council award 
recipient, artist Cookie Davis coordinated the “Zoo 100th Anniversary Art Panel” fundraiser.

Diane David, director of Development at the Zoo, stated, “We appreciate the Jacksonville 
Artists Guild joining with us to help celebrate the Zoo’s 100-Year Anniversary. I hope everyone 
will come out to view the extraordinary artwork that has been created by these talented artists.”

For more information on how you or your company can purchase a piece of the 100-year 
history of the Zoo made possible by JAG, contact Yarira Osborne, 100-Year Anniversary Coordi-
nator at 757-4463, ext. 390 or email osborney@jacksonvillezoo.org.
 

Wildlife and the Florida Wildlife Conservation Commission, to save manatees and sea mammals.
The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has certainly come a long way since their beginnings in 

Springfield, on a small plot of land with just one red fawn in 1914. In 2014, they average between 
1500 and 1600 animal specimens. During butterfly season, you can expect 2100-2300 specimens. 
As they mark 100 years this year, you’ll be seeing new and exciting exhibitions and animals, so take a 
day this summer to come out to the zoo and celebrate a Jacksonville institution!
 
 
 

LIoNS, TIGERS, AND SQUARES
BY JoaNELLE MULRaIN

“Wharty Pig” by Mary Owen
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Paddle to the Zoo 
Did you know that you can access the Jacksonville Zoo from the water? Arrive in style to the 

Jacksonville Zoo via the newly refurbished boat dock on the Trout River. Because of the tidal changes on the 
Trout River and the shallow water at the dock, the best way to arrive at the zoo is in your own self-propelled 
watercraft like a canoe or kayak. 

Admission to the Zoo is free of charge if you arrive via watercraft. Non-motorized watercraft like 
canoes and kayaks are recommended, although other boats can access the dock by carefully planning 
visits during high tide. Watch for wildlife as you arrive including manatees, dolphins, ducks, cormorants, 
gulls and terns, osprey, bald eagles, and kingfishers.

Start your tour of the zoo at the Trout River Plaza, designed to embrace the natural landscape of our 
river. Sculptures of waterfowl include an anhinga and a pebble mosaic depicting the animals of the Trout 
River. The fragrant vines, large shade trees and themed lights all create a special area that can also be 
enjoyed for private parties after hours.

The question is, what kind of journey are you looking for? Here are a few suggestions for places to put 
in your canoe, kayak, or stand-up paddleboard for a great time paddling to the Jacksonville Zoo.
 

North Shore Park
North Shore Park is a little less than 1 mile from the Jacksonville Zoo, allowing you to leisurely paddle 

along the Trout River to the zoo’s dock entrance. By following the “Canoe to the Zoo” community event 
on Facebook, you can find out about the next flotilla, and join this group on a fun paddle from North Shore 
Park. It’s a great way to get together with friends and neighbors, meet new people, explore the river, and 
enjoy a great day at the Zoo.

North Shore Park is nestled between Pearl Street and the Trout River on the Northside. It is an 
attractive, passive park overlooking the river, where visitors may relax and picnic under a canopy of oak 
trees and enjoy the natural beauty of the area. Paddling from North Shore Park isn’t the most scenic 
stretch of river. But, it will get you to the zoo with minimal effort, so it is great for paddling newbies. www.
facebook.com/pages/Canoe-to-the-Zoo
 

Reddie Point Preserve
Reddie Point Preserve is one of the best places to go birding in Jacksonville. This preservation 

property contains a boat dock and fishing pier, three nature trails that traverse the property, and a subtle, 
hardly noticeable kayak launch facing directly across the St Johns River towards the Jacksonville Zoo. In 
this stretch, you will be crossing the St. Johns, so check the tides to ensure you don’t end up getting more 
of a workout than you intended. (To check tide charts, type in “NOAA and Tide Chart” into your browser, 
select Florida, and St. Johns River, then find your nearest tide marker. “Cedar Heights” or “Trout River” are 
the nearest to Reddie Point. Now that you see the times of the high and lows of tides on the day you plan 
to paddle, plan to launch with the flow of the tide. You want to ride high tide into and out of the zoo.)

Paddling from Reddie Point allows two adventures: exploring Reddie Point Preserve and exploring the 
Jacksonville Zoo. Allow for a full day of fun if venturing from this Jacksonville gem.
 

Wild Florida
Stop by Wild Florida to learn about the native 

plants and animals that live within the watershed of 
the St. Johns and Trout Rivers. This 2.5 acre exhibit 
of natural wetlands features alligators, a black 
bear, bald eagles, bobcats, Florida panthers, white-
tailed deer, and 25 different species of reptiles and 
amphibians including the protected eastern indigo 
snake. If you are interested in learning about native 
plants to incorporate in your yard, this is also the 
place to go. In fact, the zoo features a wide variety 
of native plants throughout the grounds, making 
it a great learning laboratory for “river friendly” 
landscaping practices.
 

Manatee CritiCal Care 
Center

The zoo has plans to build the fourth critical-
care center in the state for manatees suffering from 
boat collision injuries, cold stress, illness, and exposure to toxic algae.

Following a massive die off that was the worst year on record for the endangered species, the center 
could mean the difference between life or death for injured and sick manatees that would otherwise need to 
be transported to the nearest facility, Sea World in Orlando.

Although the manatee care center won’t be a regular exhibit for zoo visitors, this state–of-the-art 
facility will provide a tremendous benefit for our Florida state marine mammal. This new program expands 
the current wildlife rehabilitation services that the zoo has provided for years for injured or sick animals like 
gopher tortoises, wood storks, and birds of prey.
 

environMental SteWardShiP, eventS & PrograMMing
The zoo offers more than just daily visits and tours. Major community events like “Party for the 

Planet” and “Garden Festival” are held on a regular basis to educate and engage visitors in environmental 
stewardship and local conservation initiatives. The Zoo’s Green Team strives to set an example for the 
community by making it an educational resource for sustainable practices and operating the zoo in the most 
environmentally sustainable way possible. As a result, the Zoo has become a great place to learn about the 
St. Johns River and its tributaries, like the Trout River, the connection between our local environment and 
global ecosystems, and ways we can all be more river friendly. Find out more about the great programs, 
tours, summer camps, outings, and events that the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is providing to our 
community at www.jacksonvillezoo.org. 

One if by land
Zoo if by Sea

The Trout River flows past the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens just before 

joining the St. Johns River on its way to the Atlantic Ocean. Being located 

on the river’s edge provides unique opportunities for educational river 

experiences not found at most zoos. Visitors can arrive via water and enjoy 

exhibits, educational displays, and events along the river; soon the zoo will 

feature a manatee rescue center. Here are some more of the great things 

about having a riverfront zoo.   BY SHANNON BLANKINSHIP

Join First Coast Outfitters
For many out there, you may not have a kayak, don’t want to learn the tides, or just don’t want to be 

responsible for strapping down a boat and transporting it on the roof of your car! If this is the case, First 
Coast Outfitters is available to provide the gear and take on the work of guiding you to the Zoo with their 
informed and knowledgeable crew. 

On the Jacksonville Zoo Safari Paddle, tour the zoo and enjoy a bagged lunch with drinks and snacks 
provided by First Coast Outfitters, followed by a short paddle back across the St. Johns River to the put-in. 
www.firstcoastoutfitters.com

Paddling to the zoo allows you to encounter dolphins and osprey in their natural habitat and experience 
the wonders of our local waterways, while also enjoying one of our area’s best educational attractions. So, 
the next time you are planning a trip to the zoo, think about traveling by water before it catches on, and it’s 
no longer one of the best kept secrets in Jacksonville.
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June 14 Save the Rhinos Learn all about rhino 
conservation at the third annual Save the Rhino 
event. There will be information booths, animal 
encounters, animal enrichment, and prize 
drawings. 

June 15 Father’s Day Celebrate Father’s Day 
at the Zoo. The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 
is hosting a day of fun for Dad, complete with a 
Zoom at the Zoo Car Show, BBQ for purchase, 
and live music on the Great Lawn. Fathers get free 
admission on Sunday, June 15, if they present 
a coupon, which is available on the website. 
Animal fathers will also be receiving enrichment 
throughout the day. Also, come visit our World 
Ocean Day information tables and make Dad an 
ocean-themed Father’s Day card. Our friends 
from Chase and FWC will also be there to help 
celebrate.

June 20–21 25th Annual Bowling for Rhinos 
The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens’ chapter of 
the American Association of Zookeepers (AAZK) 
is holding its 25th annual Bowling for Rhinos 
event on Friday and Saturday, 7pm at the Batt 
Family Fun, 1838 Cassat Ave. A $25 registration 
fee includes three games of bowling and your 
shoe rental. There is a $10 registration fee for 
non-bowlers. 100% of the proceeds go directly to 
three rhino sanctuaries. 

June 20 Call to Artists, Zoo 100 Exhibition 
Northeast Florida Sculptors (NEFLS) will sponsor 
an outdoor sculpture exhibition in collaboration 
with Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, and is 
soliciting artist proposals for creative projects 

in connection with the Zoo’s celebration of its 
100th anniversary during 2014. The exhibition 
will be located in the Asian Gardens area on the 
Zoo premises and will be held September 26-
December 31, 2014. Go to the website for a list 
of Zoo milestones, the submission form, and the 
official Call to Artists. 

June 28 Groove at the Zoo - Classical Zoo 
Join the Zoo in its inaugural Groove at the Zoo 
concert series! Come out to the Zoo to enjoy a 
string quartet from the Jacksonville Symphony 
Orchestra under the stars. Don’t forget your 
blankets, chairs and a picnic dinner. Picnics are 
also available for purchase from Catering in the 
Wild. Guests can enjoy music, a cash bar (with 
ID), the Giraffe Overlook, and Stingray Bay. Gates 
open at 6:30pm and concert begins at 7:30pm. 
Members: $20 and non-members: $25. 
 
July 4–6 4th of July Special Offer Celebrate 
Independence Day at the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens with buy one, get one free general 
admission prices from Friday to Sunday. Present 
coupon (available on website) to receive the 
discount.

July 12 Winter in July Come play in TONS of 
snow at the Zoo’s Great Lawn from 9:30am 
to 12:30pm. Enjoy music, prizes, and “warm-
weather” ice skating. Also, don’t forget to watch 
some of your favorite animals beat the heat with 
lots of snow and ice treats throughout the day. 
Guests can cool off from the summer heat in our 
4,000 square foot Splash Ground located inside 
Play Park. 9:30am to 3pm.

On May 1, the Cultural Council announced that the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is 
one of the recipients of a recent Spark Grant Award. Privately funded Spark Grants support 
arts and cultural projects in downtown Jacksonville’s Spark District as a result of a City 
resolution to revitalize Jacksonville’s downtown. 

The Zoo’s Spark-funded project will present the free “Zoo-to You Ambassador 
Program,” which will be coordinated by the Zoo’s education department. The educators 
will bring the Zoo’s community education outreach van filled with touchable animals, 
biofacts and interactive experiences to five Community First Saturdays, located in 
downtown Jacksonville, during the 2014-2015 season.

The educators will gear programming to match the urban setting of Downtown. 
These Zoo Ambassadors will provide engaging, interactive, and educational activities for 
children, teens, and families within the walkable North Bank downtown core. This grant 
was selected among over 30 others for its propensity to regularly attract children and teens 
in an effort to help ignite the Spark District at the street level.

Through arts and cultural experiences that only the Zoo can uniquely provide, the 
Cultural Council’s five-county focus area will benefit from the expanding economic 
vitality of the center city so that every citizen in those counties can be proud of 
downtown Jacksonville, as well as participate in the experience. The Zoo’s project will be 
implemented between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015. This grant is one of five grants 
made possible by Florida Blue. Additional marketing and administrative support is provided 
by The Prudential Foundation. For more information on other awards or on future Spark 
Grant opportunities, call Erin Galat at 358-3600, ext. 20 or go to www.culturalcouncil.org.

SPARK GRANT 
“Zoo-to-You” Ambassadors by joanelle mulrain

KANde, The RhiNo
 Kande, a Southern White Rhino, is the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens’ newest arrival. The two-year-old 
female arrived in late April from Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo, where she was born. She weighs 1,900 pounds 
and is approximately four feet tall. Guests have the opportunity to view Kande (kahn-dee) from the Zoo’s 
train when she is out in the back Rhino holding yard, as she adjusts to her new surroundings. She’s being 
slowly introduced to the adults and will share the exhibit soon.
     “White Rhinos in southern Africa are being killed at the alarming rate of three animals per day which 
threatens to dismantle decades of conservation progress,” says John Lukas, conservation and science 
manager for the Zoo. “The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports the efforts of the International Rhino 
Foundation in South Africa and Zimbabwe, which is strategically protecting populations of rhinos that can 
be defended with more boots on the ground, better equipment and technology.” 
     The general public can help raise money for these endangered animals, like Kande, by participating 
in the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens’ chapter of the American Association of Zookeepers’ (AAZK) 25th 
annual Bowling for Rhino’s event on June 20 and 21 at the Batt Family Fun Center. One hundred percent 
of the proceeds will go directly to three different Rhino sanctuaries. For more information, visit www.
jacksonvillezoo.org. 

Events 
at the Zoo 
(Visit www.jacksonvillezoo.org for more information)

#TiGeRSjAx
Instagramers Jacksonville (#igersjax) 

describe themselves as The Official Instagram-
ers of Jacksonville. Instagram, as you probably 
know, is the popular social network site for 
photographs. #igersjax showcases photos 
from throughout the area that use the #igersjax 
hashtag. You can see some real beauty shots of 
Jacksonville on their profile - they always get lots 
of likes ♥.

Igersjax, in affiliation with the Jacksonville 
Zoo and Gardens, their 100th Anniversary, and 
the new “Land of the Tiger” exhibit have intro-
duced a new hashtag for zoo-going folk - #Ti-
gersjax. They are asking, when you see our city’s 
beautiful Tigers, hashtag your shots with #Tiger-
sjax. Tell your friends and tag any tiger related pictures, with #Tigersjax. They want the public’s 
help in getting the #Tigersjax hashtag into the public eye by spreading the news and making more 
people aware of the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens and all it has to offer on its 100th Anniversary. 
Other tags for the zoo: #JacksonvilleZoo #JaxZoo100 #ILoveJax 



eujacksonville.com  |  june 2014 13

family events
go to eujacksvonille.com for complete event listings

the RiveRside aRts maRket Every Saturday 
from 10am until 4pm, RAM’s plethora of artists, 
food vendors, and farmers will be selling their 
unique creations under the canopy of the Fuller 
Warren Bridge. The Market’s three stages present 
exceptional live entertainment, from great regional 
bands to fire-eaters and jugglers. RAM has a 
beautiful, riverfront setting and a family-friendly, 
community-centric vibe, plus ample free parking. 
Check website for more info, www.riversidearts-
market.com

Thru Sept. 14 megalodon: laRgest shaRk 
that eveR lived If you thought T-Rex was big, 
wait until you meet Megalodon! Megalodon: Larg-
est Shark that Ever Lived tells the remarkable story 
of a prehistoric shark that ruled the seas. Visitors 
will be in awe as they walk through a full-sized 
(60-feet-long) sculpture of Megalodon. As they 
travel through the nationally touring exhibit, they 
will discover the shark’s history, diet, and reasons 
for extinction. The exhibit also explores the role 
Megalodon still plays in art, literature, music, and 
film. MOSH, 396-6674, www.themosh.org

Thru July 6 – fRench in floRida galleRy The 
Museum of Science & History is proud to present 
the French in Florida Gallery in celebration of the 
450th anniversary of Fort Caroline and in comple-
ment to the Museum’s Uncovering the Past: 
New Archaeological Discoveries of Northeast 
Florida exhibit. French in Florida, on display in the 
Museum’s third-floor Loft Gallery, is comprised 
of 42 digital reproductions of historic Jacques Le 
Moyne and Theodore de Bry engravings of 16th 
century Florida, which chronicle the French at-
tempt to establish a settlement in Florida and their 
experiences with the Timucua Indians. MOSH, 
396-6674, www.themosh.org
 
June 1 – August 1 summeR Reading PRo-
gRam Get the kids moving and learning full 
steam ahead at Jacksonville Public Library dur-
ing summer break. With more than 80 exciting 
programs and activities that focus on S.T.E.A.M. 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Math), JPL’s Summer Reading Program is sure to 
capture every child’s interest. Parents can sign up 
their children online at jaxpubliclibrary.org/sum-
merreading, and find a Summer Reading Pro-
gram guide. Sign up forms and guides are also 
available at all library locations. Themes include 
Fizz, Boom, Read! for school-age and younger 
children, and Spark a Reaction for teens. Children 
and teens who meet their reading goals and log 
their books can earn prizes. Activities vary by 
branch location. Call 630-2665 for information.

fRee admission to the Beaches museum & 
histoRy PaRk The Beaches Museum & History 
Park is pleased to announce that it will offer free 
admission during the summer through Labor Day 
weekend. The free admission policy will extend 
to all special tours, including school and sum-
mer camp tours. After Labor Day, the museum 
staff will study the effect of the Free Admission 
initiative on membership. For further informa-
tion please visit www.beachesmuseum.org. 
Beaches Museum and History Park, 381 Beach 

Blvd., Jacksonville Beach. Hours of operation: 
Tuesday through Saturday 10am–4pm, Sunday 
12pm–4pm. 

Jacksonville suns BaseBall  
June 5-9  Jacksonville Suns vs. Tennessee
June 19-23 Jacksonville Suns vs. Birmingham
July 4-8  Jacksonville Suns vs. Chattanooga
The Jacksonville Suns are the Double-A Affiliate 
of the Miami Marlins and are proud members of 
the Southern League of Professional Baseball 
Clubs. Back by popular demand are fan-favorite 
promotions, such as Belly Buster Mondays, 
Fifty-Cent Family Fest Tuesdays, Businessperson 
Special day games on Wednesdays, Thursday 
Night Throwdowns with Buds for a buck and two-
for-one cocktails, and Friday Family Fireworks. 
Single-game ticket prices are $7.50-$22.50. 
Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville, www.jaxsuns.
com, 358-2846.

the Jacksonville shaRks
June 7, 3pm Jacksonville Sharks vs. Spokane
June 28, 7pm Jacksonville Sharks vs. Pittsburgh 
The Jacksonville Sharks are members of the 
Arena Football League (AFL). The ArenaBowl XXIV 
and four-time South Division Champions are pre-
sented by Sea Best Seafood and play all games 
on Sea Best Field at the Jacksonville Veterans 
Memorial Arena. Veterans Memorial Arena, 621-
0700, www.jaxsharks.com

June 5 affaiR in the squaRe San Marco will 
host its bi-annual “Affair in the Square” event in 
the new Balis Park from 6-9pm. The event will 
include live music, a free yoga class for all levels, 
happy hour specials, and after-hours shopping. 
Off-square merchants will also showcase their 
products in the park alongside San Marco Square 
business owners. Balis Park, 393-4945, www.
mysanmarco.com

June 6 fiRst fRiday cosmic conceRts Experi-
ence total-sensory entertainment as laser lights, 
high-def images, and digital sounds collide to 
create a Cosmic Concert. Catch Jimmy Buffett 
at 7pm, Laseropolis at 8pm, Pink Floyd: Dark 
Side of the Moon at 9pm, and Metallica at 10pm. 
Each concert costs $5 per person; $1 for laser 
glasses. Tickets available online or at the door. 
Please note that Cosmic Concerts have changed 
from every Friday night to only the first Friday of 
each month. MOSH, 396-6674, www.moshplan-
etarium.org

June 7 community fiRst hale and heaRty 
7k and fun Run will benefit the Health Plan-
ning Council of Northeast Florida. The run will 
take place in Avondale/Riverside, chosen for it’s 
outstanding achievement as one of the healthiest 
communities in Northeast Florida. $38 Registra-
tion, May 26 through June 6. $45 Day of the Race 
Registration, June 7. Be one of the first people in 
Jacksonville to experience Unity Plaza, and enjoy 
a post-race family festival with live bands, inter-
national beers, gourmet and health-based foods 
and other delicious morning beverages. Your 
participation helps the Health Planning Council 
advocate better use of resources to make all 

communities healthier for everyone. Unity Plaza 
Riverside, www.haleandhearty7k.com

June 7 anastasia state PaRk Beach Bash 
This day of fun has activities for everyone, start-
ing with a scavenger hunt and ending with a 
spectacular sandcastle/sculpture contest. There 
will be interpretive programs, a geocaching event, 
many interactive and informative table displays 
from community organizations, and, thanks to the 
donations of local businesses, lots of great priz-
es. Everyone leaves a winner. Enjoy the park, and 
kick off Summer with a trip to the beach. Regular 
park entrance fees apply at $4/single-occupant 
vehicle, $8/vehicle with 2-8 occupants, and $2/
bicyclist. Anastasia State Park, 1340A A1A South, 
St. Augustine, floridastateparks.org

June 7 u.s. men’s national socceR The U.S. 
Men’s National Team will play the final Send-Off 
match in Jacksonville as part of its preparations for 
the 2014 FIFA World Cup in Brazil. The U.S. con-
cludes the series on June 7 at 6pm against Nigeria 
at EverBank. The match will be broadcast on ESPN 
or ESPN2, WatchESPN and UniMas. Fans can also 
listen on ESPN Deportes Radio or follow on Twitter 
@ussoccer. EverBank Field, www.ussoccer.com

June 8 head oveR Wheels JunioR RolleR 
deRBy Bout Orange Park’s own Cherry Bomb 
Charmers will take on the Florida Junior Rollergirls 
in “Head Over Wheels,” a junior roller derby bout at 
6pm. Skate tickets are $5. Kids ages 10 and under 
are admitted free and free admission to all active-
duty military (with valid military ID). Bring chairs. 
Skate Station Funworks, 230 Blanding Blvd., Or-
ange Park, www.cherrybombcharmers.com

June 14 What the music said: celeBRating 
the liteRatuRe of Black music In this stir-
ring Before Email Production, the Readers Theater 
cast gives life to the words of African-American 
writers and musicians including Ralph Ellison, 
Amiri Baraka, Thomas Dorsey, and Phyllis T. Gar-
land. You’ll also enjoy larger-than-life images of 
Black History postal stamps on display from the 
U.S. Postal Service. Free and open to the public. 
2pm at the Main Library, The Lounge, 630-2740, 
www.jaxpubliclibrary.org.

June 14 aRchaeology & Paleontology 
RoadshoW Bring your mystery object to the 
panel of scientists at MOSH for identification. 

Panelists will include Dr. Barry Albright, pale-
ontologist; Dr. Harry G. Lee, malacologist; and 
Dr. Jeremy Stalker, marine scientist. FREE with 
Museum admission. Archaeology & Paleontology 
Roadshow will take place from 10am to 2pm and 
is presented in support of Megalodon: Largest 
Shark that Ever Lived, MOSH’s summer exhibit. 
Please note, this event is for informational pur-
poses only; dollar values will not be assigned. 
MOSH, 396-6674, www.themosh.org

June 21 a gatheRing of fRiends, chil-
dRen’s aRts festival Presented by the Friends 
of the St. Augustine Amphitheatre. Free. 2-8pm. 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367, www.
staugamphitheatre.com

June 28 main stReet cRuise host the 
gReat Race Relive the 60s on Main St. in His-
toric Springfield on the fourth Saturday of every 
month. Springfield’s Main Street Cruise will play 
host to the Great Race in June, as it makes its 
way from Maine to Miami. Large crowds will line 
Main Street, and you are invited to help make it 
festive and welcoming by adopting a lamp post to 
decorate. If interested call Eva Ayres at 354-6232. 
Event begins at 5pm. The Great Race rolls into the 
cruise at 5:25pm. Live music with Second Shot 
Band with special guest Dave Hlubek & Tommy 
Bluestreetcar. Main St. in Springfield, facebook.
com/HistoricSpringfieldMainStreetCruiseJaxFL 

June 28 oRange PaRk mall fReedom fes-
tival Pay tribute to our armed forces during 
Orange Park Mall’s Freedom Festival, the annual 
Fourth of July celebration on Saturday, June 28, 
from 4-9pm in the J. C. Penney parking lot. This 
family-friendly event will include live entertain-
ment, activities such as bounce houses, face 
painting, arts and crafts, games and exhibits, and 
a show-stopping fireworks finale at 9pm. Honor 
our nation’s independence and salute our military. 
Guests will enjoy a Military static display, as well 
as static displays of other service departments 
from Clay County Emergency Management, a 
classic car show, and a bike parade with a tro-
phy for Most Patriotic Bike. There will also be 
live entertainment by X Factor’s Rion Paige and 
Tate Stevens; Eversay; band members from Clay 
County High Schools; and the Navy Band South-
east. Bring blankets and lawn chairs to enjoy the 
fireworks show. Orange Park Mall, 269-9413, 
www.simon.com

Megalodon: Largest Shark that Ever Lived at MOSH thru Sept. 14
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Kids aged 8-14 are encouraged to realize their own potential by creating a comic book of their 
own. Local freelance illustrator Ashley Lanni will teach campers the art of story and character devel-
opment, drawing techniques, pen and ink techniques, and page and border layouts designed for kids 
of all skill levels. “I want them to surprise themselves with what they’re capable of. I want them to go 
home after the camp and instead of turning on the TV, to just sit and write or draw,” Lanni says. “I 
hope that they not only continue to enjoy shows and games that someone else created, but to chal-
lenge themselves to create something new as well.”

Over the past four years, Lanni has showcased her work with Heroic Publishing, Nerd Nation 
Publishing, Identity Comics, and Perfect Storm Publishing. Her work is featured in Flare issue 42, 
Pulse comics, and the upcoming 4-issue series, Gateway Runners. Lanni’s first venture into comics 
was an 8-issue miniseries called Aspire, which was available in most local comic shops during its 
2010-2012 run.

Super Heroes of 

Summer 
BY LIZA MITCHELL

ComiC Book Camp SparkS imagination

If you were a comic book character, what would your super power 
be? The possibilities are as limitless as a child’s imagination. The 
third annual Comic Book Camp will give kids the tools to unlock the 
super hero within themselves.

event: Comic Book Camp

Date: June 9-13 (Beach), August 4-8 & 11-15 (Riverside)

venue: Superhero Beach (June) & Superhero Hive (August)

tiCketS: Starts at $175

ContaCt: (904) 372-0400 (Beach) & (904) 389-3312 (Riverside)

Lanni was also recently featured on the third season of AMC’s Comic Book Men where she 
bought a “really cool Loki action figure,” she says. “It’s definitely one of the coolest things I own. 
He’s been my favorite since I was a kid. When I was little, I liked him because I thought he was 
funny. I appreciate him now because when he enters a story line, you don’t know if you’re getting a 
good guy or a bad guy, and it makes it so much more interesting.”

Lanni says the idea to host a summer camp evolved after meeting a mother and daughter who 
were both interested in comics and fans of her work. “She asked if I’d ever thought about doing a 
summer comic camp for kids, and I thought it was a great idea,” she says. “It’s been nice to see 
that there’s a new generation reading comics and growing with the same characters as my parents 
and grandparents did, and that they are interested in writing and drawing their own comics.”

The Comic Book Camp offers a healthy alternative to the stereotypical “summer camp” while 
continuing to provide a unique experience for kids to color outside the box. “I think it’s very impor-
tant to have a place for kids to be able to develop their creativity and thinking skills where they’ll be 
challenged and rewarded,” Lanni says. “I want to give children the tools to be able to create things. 
I want them to feel the same sense of accomplishment from finishing their own comic book page as 
they’d get from something like scoring a goal or winning a football game.”

 As an artist, Lanni hopes she can encourage kids to be fearless and dream big when it comes 
to creating their own stories. She understands first-hand the importance of a nurturing, creative 
environment. The support that she received from her high school art teacher led to her acceptance 
into the illustration department at Ringling College of Art and Design. She is hopeful that the kids 
will be able to draw inspiration from each other and experience pride in what they have been able 
to create. “It’s so amazing to see the ideas that these guys come up with. They don’t put limits on 
anything. The stories that they create and draw are fantastic and only imaginable by children. They 
definitely aren’t weighed down by the laws of the universe and reality when they come up with their 
ideas,” Lanni says. “My favorite part is that sense of pride that I see in them when they surpass 
their own goals. There’s nothing better than hearing ‘this is the best thing I’ve ever drawn’!”

The first session will be held June 9-13 at Superhero Beach, 1124-3 3rd Street N. in Jackson-
ville Beach (call 372-0400) followed by the second sessions Aug. 4-8 and Aug. 11-15 at Superhero 
Hive, 2724 Park Street in the Riverside area (call 389-3312). Each camp is from 9am to 1pm, Mon-
day through Friday. Cost will be $175 per week per child and includes Bristol Board comic sheets, 
pens, a kneaded eraser, ruler and ink. Campers must bring two mechanical pencils, a blank sketch-
book, and a daily snack. A discounted rate is available for campers attending both weekly sessions 
at the Riverside Superhero Hive location. Registration will occur from 8:30-9am on the first day of 
camp.

“The stories that they create and draw are fantastic and only 
imaginable by children. They definitely aren’t weighed down by the 

laws of the universe and reality when they come up with their ideas.” 

Superhero Hive
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The J&J Bar and Judge & Jury
The “J&J Bar” and the “Judge and Jury” 
restaurant will be coming soon to 410 
Broad St., Suite 101. Foufam LLC. by 
James and Macie Foutch will operate the 
businesses.
 
Beaver STreeT villaS
LaVilla’s long closed New Center Hotel at 
605 North Broad Street is being renovated 
by nearby Clara White Mission into street 
level offices and 16 upper-level apartment 
units.
 
everBank Field
A $63-million renovation of EverBank Field 
is underway. The project will add a fan 
area with pools and food and beverage 
service to the north end zone, along with 
the world’s largest video scoreboards.
 
Pho’S Fever vieTnameSe CuiSine
Pho’s Fever opened earlier this week at 
311 West Ashley Street.
 
hourglaSS PuB
A new bar called Hourglass Pub will be 
coming soon to 345 East Bay Street. The 
project’s contractor is Braughton Con-
struction Inc.
 
1034 Park STreeT
The former Caribbean Connections space 

at 1034 Park Street is in the process of 
being converted into a food and beverage 
establishment.
 
1101 main STreeT (1ST & main)
The former “The Pearl” night club building 
at 1st & Main will be renovated into a yoga 
studio, arts, and community space.
 
252 eaST 8Th STreeT
This vacant auto repair shop at 8th & Lib-
erty was recently sold and will be used as 
an art studio.
 
JuliuS guinyard Park & Pool
Renovation work is underway on the City 
of Jacksonville’s Julius Guinyard Swim-
ming Pool on Jefferson Street, in the 
neighborhood formerly known as Sugar 
Hill. Constructed in 1951, the swimming 
pool was originally called “Blodgett Homes 
Pool” and is one of the oldest public pools 
in the City of Jacksonville. In 2006, the 
park was renamed after Mr. Julius Guin-
yard a former City Parks employee.
 
veloCe Pizzeria
Veloce Pizzeria Napoletana plans to open 
at 1406 Hendricks Avenue, at the Nira 
Street intersection. Veloce (Italian for 
“quick” or “fast”) will have seating for 
more than 150, including a 50-plus-seat 
bar area and 32-seat enclosed patio.

Let’s play a game. How many Google results do you think come up for “Love Downtown Jack-
sonville” versus “Hate Downtown Jacksonville” (using quotations for more accurate results)? Would 
you guess 780:1? If you did, swing by my office for a gold star. 

That’s some pretty positive, if unscientific, insight into the passion for Downtown these days. 
And why not? Downtown is the source of community identity, culture, history, and pride. It’s every-
one’s neighborhood, and now there is a membership program for everyone who wants to get involved 
and feed the flames of a Downtown on fire (metaphorically, of course). 

Recently launched, The Alliance (or more formally, the Downtown Vision Alliance, Inc.) is a 
group of Downtown residents, employees, business owners, and Jacksonvillians from all walks of life 
who are tired of saying, “Downtown has so much potential.” This is a group of funders, doers, net-
workers, and advocates taking action to make a difference Downtown. 

Alliance socials and events connect like-minded members. Networking opportunities open doors 
and allow members to share or gain professional expertise, as well as insight into the issues that 
shape Downtown. Ideas are formed, nurtured, and launched when passionate people come together. 
Volunteer opportunities are varied to allow members to chip in wherever their strengths lie. If you’re 
creative or have a green thumb, clean and green projects may be up your alley. If you’re the life of the 
party, event volunteering may be for you. If your gears are always turning on projects to turn potential 
into reality, help lay the framework for something new.

It’s true; Alliance members are asked to put their money where their passions are. All members 
receive a Discover Downtown card, a small and useful key to unlocking dozens of Downtown deals 

and discounts. Art and cultural aficionados will appreciate offers when they frequent MOCA Jack-
sonville, the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, The Artist Series, the Maritime Heritage Center, and 
Adams Class Museum. Using the card at participating local businesses not only provides discounts 
on books, clothing, jewelry, toys, spa services, and, of course, tasty meals, it also allows members 
to support one-of-a-kind businesses that enrich the character of our community. While it’s hard to put 
a price tag on the benefits that members receive, the benefits that members provide are invaluable. 

The annual membership fee, beginning at $20 for individuals, supports a wide range of pro-
grams through Downtown Vision, Inc., targeted at making Downtown more beautiful, more exciting, 
and more welcoming. These range from cleaning and greening endeavors, like replanting the land-
scape beds in Hemming Plaza, to extending hospitality and safety services through the Downtown 
Ambassador program, to place making and programming projects, including great new experiences 
at Art Walk. Dialogue with Alliance members helps drive decision-making for Downtown. Ideas and 
feedback from this tuned-in target group inform city and civic leaders.

Lastly, there is no better marketing for Downtown than word of mouth. Alliance members are ad-
vocates for all of the places to go, things to do, and reasons to love Downtown Jacksonville. Whether 
it’s sharing a Downtown experience around the water cooler, taking a friend out for one of the Discov-
er Downtown buy-one-get-one offers, or leading a volunteering project Downtown, it’s easy to make a 
difference in Downtown. Visit www.discoverdtjax.com to become a member today. 

Katherine Hardwick, Marketing Director for Downtown Vision, Inc. | DTJax.org, @DTJax

downTown 
Taking Action through The Alliance

BY KATHERINE HARDWICK

whaT’S new? MetroJacksonville.com 
reports on the changing 
Urban Core
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eco events
brought to you by

Jun 12 & 13 Sunset & Full Moon Kayak Tour 
from Marineland Enjoy the evening sea breeze 
and paddle the tranquil salt marshes that sur-
round Marineland Marina. Sit back and enjoy 
the show as birds come in to roost for the 
night, the sun sets, and the full moon rises 
over the Atlantic. You may spot dolphins or a 
manatee. Trips include passes to Marineland 
Dolphin Adventure. No kayaking experience 
necessary. $55. Many tours are available 
throughout June, so if you can’t make this 
one, take a look at the other options on their 
website. For more info and reservations see 
rippleeffectecotours.com/calendar or call 
Ripple Effect at 347-1565.
 
Jun 13 at 9am & June 27 at 9:30am Kayak 
Faver-Dykes Pellicer Creek, an Outstanding 
Florida Waterway begins in wetlands in Fla-
gler County. Fed by numerous smaller creeks, 
it flows through Faver-Dykes State Park, 
meandering through salt marshes bordered 
by hardwood forests. Experience the wonder 
of this fragile ecosystem and its abundant 
wildlife--a real Florida adventure.  Guides are 
professional kayakers and expert naturalists. 
$55 per person including entry to the park. 
For more info and reservations, go to rippleef-
fectecotours.com/calendar or call Ripple Effect 
at 347-1565.
 
Jun 16 UF/IFAS Nassau Plant Clinic Rebecca 
Jordi, Extension Director/Horticulture Agent, 
will conduct a Plant Clinic from 10am-2pm. 
All County residents are invited to bring plant 
samples. Problems will be identified and solu-
tions offered. For info call 879-1019. Master 
Gardeners are on phone duty Fridays, at 491-
7340. nassau.ifas.ufl.edu
 
Jun 18, 20, 25 & 27 Camp Florida Friendly 
for Adults Leave the kids at home and come 
enjoy this four-part series of gardening classes 
at the Duval County Extension Office. There are 
optional make-and-takes for three out of the 
four sessions. All dates are from 9:30am-2pm. 
Bring your own lunch, and we will provide 
snacks and drink. Make-and-take sessions: 
Rain Barrels $45, Vermicompost Bins (worms) 
$10, and Bee Houses $5. Go to campfloridaf-
riendly2014.eventbrite.com for more informa-
tion and to register.

June 19 Summer Solstice Walk Tree Hill’s 
Environmentally Speaking Series will serve as 
a community meeting place for the exchange 
and sharing of ideas about our environment. 
A variety of interesting topics and speakers 
are planned for the season. Discussions will 
be facilitated by a Tree Hill staff member and 
will include a variety of special guest speak-
ers.  Individual Programs - Members - $15, 
Individual Programs - Nonmembers - $20, 
Full Season Subscription - Members - $180 
(includes a FREE Tree Hill tote), Full Season 
Subscription - Nonmembers - $240 (includes 
FREE Tree Hill tote). 7-8:30 pm Tree Hill Na-
ture Center, 7152 Lone Star Road, 724-4646, 
www.treehill.org
 
Jun 19 The Florida Springs Come out and 
learn more about the Florida Springs. Look-
ing for a place to swim? Need a day trip? 
Want to learn how springs are formed? 
Want to visit multiple springs? Laura Bearl 
will share her passion for Florida Springs 
with you. Registration required. Free. 7-
8:30pm. REI Store at the St. Johns Town 
Center, (904) 998-7156, rei.com/stores/
jacksonville.html
 
Jun 24 Timucuan Trail Parks FNDN Pres-
ents: Connecting To Your Parks Timucuan 
Trail Parks is the biggest urban park system 
in the country, made up of 23 national, state 
and city preservation parks. Learn more 
about the recreation opportunities these 
parks offer such as: hiking, biking, kayak-
ing, bird watching, and more. Registration 
required. Free. 7-8pm. REI Store at the St. 
Johns Town Center, (904) 998-7156, rei.
com/stores/jacksonville.html
 
Jun 30-Aug 4 Birding: An Introduction 
Designed to prepare you for the field iden-
tification of wild birds, through the joy of 
experience. Enjoy lectures, discussions, 
quizzes and demos. In-the-field practice is 
scheduled on July 12. Repeats every week 
every Monday until August 4th. Recom-
mended Field Guides: “The Sibley Guide 
to Birds” or “National Geographic Field 
Guide to the Birds of Nor th America”. To 
register, visit: bit.ly/UNFLearnBird, or call 
620-4200.
 
 
 

CoMPILED by ErIN thurSby

 What’s important to you these days? What gets you excited, motivated, and ready to take ac-
tion? For me, it’s a rather odd passion. I am consumed, to the point of obsession, with curiosity 
about how our learned social behaviors perpetuate inauthentic connection and emotional suppres-
sion. We hide behind our socially acceptable masks, hold in our emotions for fear of being vulnerable, 
and then wonder why we are unhappy and sick.

This Art of Living Well column is about providing readers with inspiration, hope, and practical 
tools for living peacefully. It’s also about addressing the psychological aspects of the system as a 
whole and exploring the underlying issues that keep us from truly living well. We all want to live in a 
thriving community, and it starts with each of us taking control over our health and happiness. Unfor-
tunately, there is a pattern in the social system that keeps some people shut down and disconnected, 
limiting their ability to fully reach their true potential. 

As a child, did you learn about Emotional Intelligence or Authentic Relating? Were you taught 
creative ways to release your emotions? Did you learn how to calm your mind with mindfulness prac-
tices, relax your body through breathing techniques, or differentiate between an automatic reaction 
and a conscious response? Were you encouraged to take responsibility for your feelings and share 
them openly as they arose? Probably not.

We do not teach our children how to process their feelings because we were never taught. In-
stead of learning the basic tools for effective and authentic communication, we learn how to react, 
project, and disconnect. Our minds race out of control and our peace is easily disturbed. Our only 
coping mechanism is to try to suppress our emotions, attempting to numb ourselves from having to 
feel. These unprocessed emotions become bottled up and eventually lead to physical, mental, and/or 
emotional distress. This has become the normal cycle from which we operate.

Intense reactive outbursts, depression from lack of self-love, and anxiety from an overactive 
mind are just a few symptoms manifested from this maladaptive societal pattern. Too often we focus 
our efforts on treating the symptom, while ignoring the root cause. The western health care system 
is notorious for this behavior. Efforts are focused on managing the symptom, without fully acknowl-
edging the needs of the whole person. This tendency is also true in our social system. We focus our 
attention on treating the unwanted behavioral symptoms that manifest in our communities, without 
acknowledging the systemic issues that perpetuate their existence.

Emotional Intelligence, as defined by Daniel Goleman in The Harvard Business Review, includes 
“self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, empathy, and social skills.” These qualities are what 
contribute to highly effective leaders and to a sense of personal empowerment. Authentic Relating is 
the social skill of openly and vulnerably sharing your true feelings as they arise in the moment from 
a place of personal ownership rather than blame. Authentic Relating techniques increase Emotional 
Intelligence because they teach us how take ownership over our feelings as they arise, and how to 
become self-aware of our responses. Rather than hiding, repressing, or reacting, we learn to observe 
from a place of curiosity instead of judgment.

While the cultural climate I grew up in did not foster these adaptive social skills, I did eventually 
acquire them through specialized training. My life changed when I learned how to 1) consciously ob-
serve my thoughts and automatic reactions, 2) authentically express my true feelings from a place of 
personal ownership, 3) let go of judgment towards myself and others, and 4) stop trying to live up to 
everyone else’s expectations and instead follow my heart’s desire. I often wonder what the commu-
nity would be like if we integrated these skill-sets as part of our normal social behavior.

As adults, we have a responsibility to break this cycle for the next generation. We live in a con-
nected era, where the access to empowering resources is greater than it has ever been. We have the 
proven tools and techniques to help us take our community to the next level. It’s time we weave a 
new conversation and skill-set into the fabric of the social consciousness here in Jacksonville, so we 
can create the thriving climate in which we all seek to live. 

the Art of Living WeLL 
Emotional Intelligence & Authentic Relating

by KrIStI LEE SChAtZ, M.A.

Full Moon Kayak Tour
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The long-anticipated arrival of a first-class casino ship is no small victory for the city of Jack-
sonville. On the contrary, it is a 229-foot triumph called the Victory II, with the capacity to carry over 
600 passengers out to sea from its home in the historic Mayport fishing village.

The Victory II offers 17 live gaming tables featuring such favorites as blackjack, craps, roulette, 
bingo, sports book, and over 300 of the most up-to-date slot machines. Boarding passes are $10 
for guests 18 and up. Passengers must be 21 to gamble. Private parties are welcome, and shuttle 
service will be available to charter groups to and from the ship. Visit www.victorycruises.com for 
booking information.

This is the first opportunity for the Victory II to stretch its sea legs in the River City, and Lester 
Bullock, CEO of Victory Cruises, is excited to set sail later this month. He expects the luxury “floating 
Vegas” style catamaran will be ready to embark on twice-daily five-hour cruises by June 20, but not 
before the brass is polished, the staff is expertly trained, and the galley is fully stocked with fresh, 
Mayport seafood.

“Apparently, there is some really great seafood close by,” says Bullock. “If we need shrimp, I 
know where to get it. It’s really fresh.” The Victory II will be docked adjacent to Safe Harbor Seafood 
in the Mayport Fishing Village. Improvements to the terminal dock will include a tin, Key West-style 
roof that will help enhance the overall neighborhood appeal.

The Victory II is the sister ship to the Victory, which operates out of Cape Canaveral. While not 
as large as its southern counterpart, the Victory II is equally as grand, featuring three passenger 
decks, cafe dining and a full a la carte menu, a nightclub with a dance floor, gaming tournaments, 
karaoke, and a rooftop sun deck that offers passengers the chance to create their own experience at 
sea.

“It’s the biggest ship that has ever been here,” Bullock says. “You need a place that has good 
food that is reasonably priced, good entertainment with live, local bands.” Bullock says he plans to 
partner with local artists because they will draw a crowd and set the tone of each cruise, from a re-
laxing afternoon sail to a fun-filled weekend affair. “The atmosphere morphs to the different personali-
ties on the vessel,” he says. ”It works well.”

The Victory II will staff an impressive 200 employees, from deckhands to ticket agents, and have 
an estimated annual payroll of $6 million. Guerrilla street teams will also be utilized to offer direct-
marketing incentives to prospective cruise passengers.

As a native of Las Vegas, Bullock’s family history is steeped in the gaming industry. He often 
returns to his roots to keep his finger on the pulse of the latest trends in gaming, and he sends staff to 
trade shows from London to Vegas to ensure his patrons can experience the latest and greatest toys. 
“We pay attention to the details,” he says. “We are leaving no stone unturned.”

Bullock plans to change the concept of a casino boat that puts gaming first and all of the other 
amenities as an afterthought. “I need it to be something more than that. You don’t have to gamble at 
all,” he says. “I want people to come on board and enjoy the gambling experience, but I also want 
them to enjoy the entertainment, and to go upstairs to sit outside and enjoy a margarita in the sun.”

Victory ii
More Than a Floating Casino

BY LIZA MITCHELL



18 JUNE 2014  |  eu jacksonville monthly 

art events
MOCa JaCksOnville 
(366-6911, www.mocajacksonville.org) 
Thru July 6 PROJECT ATRIUM: ONE SPARK 
Shaun Thurston, the mural artist who has trans-
formed walls all over Jacksonville, has taken 
over the Museum of Contemporary Art’s Haskell 
Atrium Gallery for his latest work, Project Atrium: 
One Spark. 
Thru August 24 THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGA-
ZINE PHOTOGRAPHS For more than thir ty years, 
The New York Times Magazine has shaped the 
possibilities of magazine photography, through its 
commissioning and publishing of photographers’ 
work across the spectrum of the medium, from 
photojournalism to fashion photography and 
portraiture. In this exhibition, focusing primarily 
on the past fifteen years, long-time New York 
Times Magazine Director of Photography Kathy 
Ryan provides a behind-the-scenes look at the 
collaborative, creative processes that have made 
this magazine the leading venue for photographic 
storytelling within contemporary news media. 
June 1 thru August 10 A THOUSAND WORDS: 
A PHOTO RESPONSE PROJECT In conjunction 
with the featured exhibition, The New York Times 
Magazine Photographs, visitors will have an op-
portunity to write their own stories and headlines 
inspired by images from our own community. 
Share your personal experience with these hand-
selected photographs.
Free Thursdays 5-9 pm. Bank of America is 
sponsoring free admission to MOCA on Thursday 
nights throughout The New York Times Magazine 
Photographs exhibition. Join MOCA educators 
any Thursdays at 7pm for a 45-minute tour of the 
museum galleries, sponsored by the Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund. 

the CuMMer MuseuM Of art and 
Gardens (356-6857, www.cummer.org)
Thru November 2 A COMMEMORATION OF THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT: PHOTOGRAPHY 
FROM THE HIGH MUSEUM OF ART Celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the Civil 
Rights Act with this exhibit. On view are 22 black 
and white photographs taken by an array of pho-
tographers, journalists, artists and activists, who 
documented the societal struggles that swept the 
nation during the 1950s and 60s. 
Thru September 14 COLLECTOR’S CHOICE: 
INSIDE THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF REGIONAL 
COLLECTORS Collectors’ Choice: Inside the 
Hearts and Minds of Regional Collectors is a 
selection of area collectors’ prized possessions 
that they are sharing with the community. Each 
collector has selected the pieces that best illus-
trate their passion for collecting. From paintings 
to furniture to sculptures, each object tells a very 
personal story. 
Music on the Patio every Tuesday night (weather 
permitting). 
June 8, 1:30-2:30pm Sunday Classical Concert 
with Philip Pan in the Hixon Auditorium. Visit 
website to make reservations by June 6. Free to 
members, non-members free with paid museum 
admission. 
June 28, 7-9pm (doors at 6pm) Garden Concert: 
An Evening of Americana Celebrate the summer 

with the sounds of fiddles, banjos and more with 
an all American concer t in The Gardens (weather 
permitting) featuring musical performance from 
Jacksonville favorites Canary in the Coalmine, 
Four Families and The Jacksonville Old Time 
Jam! Visit website or call 899-6038 for reserva-
tions. 

the ritz theatre and MuseuM
Thru July CALL AND RESPONSE: ILLUMINATING 
GOD’S TROMBONES The theme of this exhibit 
challenges artists to create work inspired by the 
writings of one of the world’s great literary fig-
ures. www.ritzjacksonville.com 

flOrida MininG Gallery
Thru June 27 RYAN RUMMEL & DIOGENES Bolts 
of mixed-media mania and meditative currents of 
colorful illustration surge through the open space 
of Florida Mining gallery for this exhibit. Featuring 
an estimated 20 pieces by each artist, the show 
combines the talents of renowned artist Ryan 
Rummel and burgeoning renunciate-reclusive-
artificem-canem: Diogenes. 5300 Shad Rd., 425-
2845, floridamininggallery.com 

karpeles ManusCript library MuseuM
Thru June 28 REVISITING FLORIDA, FLORIDA/
FRENCH LIGHT Paintings by Gordon Meggison. 
Thru July 31 EVITA MANUSCRIPTS An original 
manuscript exhibit that celebrates Eva Peron, First 
Lady of Argentina. Admission is Free. Hours: Tue-
Fri, 10am-3pm and Sat, 10am-4pm. 101 W. 1st 
St., 356-2992, kmuseumjax@aol.com

first street Gallery
Thru July 7 12TH ANNUAL SEA TURTLE SHOW 
National, regional, and First Street Gallery artists 
create sea turtle-themed artwork in clay, jewelry, 
paintings, photography, metal, and glass. A por-
tion of the sales generated from the sea turtle art 
will be donated to the Beaches Sea Turtle Patrol 
whish relies solely on private donations. 216-b 
First St., Neptune Beach, 241-6928, firststreetgal-
leryart.com

JaCksOnville artwalk
June 4 FIRST WEDNESDAY ARTWALK: Summer 
in the City 5-9pm, rain or shine in Downtown. 
At Hemming Plaza enjoy a cold brew in the Beer 
Garden from 5-8:30pm and live music by Navy 
Band Southeast’s Dixieland Band from 6-8pm. 
On Laura Street, play a round of putt-putt golf. 
Southlight Gallery will feature the opening of the 
Summer Guest Artist Series, “Outside In” with an 
exhibit of regional plein air and landscape artists 
and live music by Jennifer Chase from 6-9pm. 
Food Truck Village is moving to a new location at 
the Laura St. Trio lot. www.iloveartwalk.com

st. auGustine artwalk
June 6 ARTWALK at High Tide Gallery High Tide 
Gallery will feature a Sea of Fish in paintings, 
glass, pottery, mosaic, metal, and jewelry. Local 
artists will be on hand from 5-7pm to meet cus-
tomers during St. Augustine’s Artwalk. High Tide 
Gallery, 51-B Cordova St., St. Augustine, 829-
6831, www.staugustineart.net

June 6, 5-9pm AMERICAN CRAFTSMEN The 
First Friday Artwalk in St. Augustine will feature 
an assembly of complimentary artists working in 
various mediums and materials on beautiful as 
well as functional items. The range of pieces goes 
from fine hand-crafted furniture, stained glass, 
quilts with a story interwoven, lino-cut prints, 
paintings, mixed media sculptures, and even ‘Art 
Dolls.’ Plum Gallery, 9 Aviles St., St. Augustine, 
825-0069, www.plumartgallery.com 

June 6 – July 6 annual hOnOrs shOw The 
exhibit features new works by artists who have 
won awards for outstanding artistic achievement 
at the St. Augustine Art Association during the 
past three years. Awards are presented during 
First Friday Art Walk, June 6, at 7pm. St. Augus-
tine Art Association, Main Gallery, 22 Marine St., 
St. Augustine, 824-2310, www.staaa.org.

COrk arts distriCt
June 13 & 14 at 8pm EVA CHASE WOOD A 
collaborative exhibition of paintings and perfor-
mance, this is the first in aJENNda productions’ 
“unCoRKed” series. Actor Eva Matthews per-
forms excerpted pages of a memoir in progress 
written by Jennifer Chase. Paintings inspired by 
the performance and pages by Tony Wood. Music 
will be performed by Jennifer Chase with special 
guest Lauren Fincham. $10. CoRK Arts District 
(North Bldg.), 603 King St., www.artful.ly/store/
events/2806

sCulpture walk JaX Call tO artists 
     Sculpture Walk Jax, announces a nation-wide 
call to artists for a temporary, juried exhibition 
of 10 large-scale sculptures for Main Street 
Park. Sculpture Walk Jax is produced by Jenny 
Hager, 2013-2014 Spark Grant recipient.      
Winning sculptures will be on exhibition from Fall 
2014 – Fall 2015. The exhibition begins on the 
connecting streets of Monroe and Duval, leading 
up to and ending in Main Street Park. These out-
door sculptures will become a point of interest to 
tourists and locals alike, creating more foot traffic 
downtown in the Spark District, a Cultural Council 
of Greater Jacksonville initiative. 
     Entry deadline is June 30, 2014. More info at 
sculpturewalkjax.com.

Call fOr tOuCh st. auGustine Garden 
sCulptures
     The St. Augustine Art Association invites art-
ists, with a background of creating public art, to 
submit proposals for original sculptures for the 
new TOUCH St. Augustine Art Garden, located 
at 22 Marine Street in the front entry of the Art 
Center.  
     The focal point of the outdoor space will be 
two large-scale, permanently installed sculptures 
flanking the building’s front elevation. New foun-
tains, ADA ramps, “rain” gardens, native plant-
ings, historic coquina surfaces and Braille mark-
ers will also be added to offer greater access and 
to engage visitors in a multi-sensory experience. 
     Artists may submit more than one sculp-
ture design, abstract or traditional. Installation 
of the sculptures is slated for next year for St. 
Augustine’s 450th Anniversary and as part of 
the FOCUS 450th legacy initiatives. The deadline 
to submit sculpture proposals is August 29. The 
Sculpture Proposal Application is available online 
at www.touchstaugustine.com. For more infor-
mation, call the St. Augustine Art Association at 
824-2310.
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Full Disclosure: I buy the Sunday edition of the NYT. I do it pretty much 
for the Arts/Fashion section, and the NYT Magazine. I hang on to old editions 
of the magazine, and I refer back to articles and give them out to my friends 
who need a solid journalism infusion on a certain topic. (And no, it doesn’t 
win friends--but it keeps the interesting ones.)

I, as a reader, was quite excited to see the NYT Magazine exhibit at 
MOCA. I went on the guided tour MOCA offers as part of their Free Thurs-
day campaign. I am not usually a “guided tour” kind of gal, however, in this 
instance especially, I am glad I opted to take the tour. Our guides Allison Gal-
loway and Lauren Spencer were hands-on in the exhibit’s construction here, 
and their guidance provides perspective and unique insight on the curation of 
the exhibit and commentary and facts on techniques that further enrich the 
exhibit’s content.

The exhibit was curated by Kathy Ryan, Director of Photography at the 
NYT Magazine. She put together 11 different sections, ranging in topics from 
the horrific and somber to the abstract and whimsical. The tour began with 
9/11, including unpublished and amateur work, and moved through topics 
such as the Darfur conflicts, New York, and celebrity portraiture, to name a 
few. Our guides remarked that Ryan “expressed her desire to create an exhibit 
that allowed the viewer to overhear the conversation between fine art photog-
raphy and photo-journalism.”

The exhibit features both NYT staff and freelance photographers, and 

some collections come complete with notes and unpublished negatives. In 
some collections, whole contact sheets are next to the published works; 
certain frames are lined in grease pencil and marked with in-house notes for 
staff. Published pages from the magazine are on custom-made easels in the 
galleries, accompanying each collection, so the whole chain of custody for the 
story is presented in front of you, in a way that offers the viewer a more com-
plete understanding of what went into bringing that story into print.

With some of the lighter topics, the ability to see the creative process of 
some very talented artists is rare and inspiring. You feel as if you better under-
stand what is in front of you, knowing what was behind the creation. 

Jacksonville is the first US stop for this exhibit. Prior to MOCA Jack-
sonville, the exhibition was in the Rencontres d’Arles in France, the FOAM 
Museum in Amsterdam, The Palau Robert in Barcelona, and the Catholic Uni-
versity in Santiago.

Annette Booth at Aperture handled the booking of the exhibition. Ac-
cording to Booth, she had worked with Ben Thompson at MOCA Jacksonville 
before on an exhibition called ‘Shared Vision.’ The ‘Shared Vision’ exhibition 
happened just as ‘The New York Times Magazine Photographs’ tour was com-
ing together, and Ben expressed interest in hosting it at MOCA.

The exhibit is open now and runs through August 24th. I highly recom-
mend the tour, but a wander through the third floor will be captivating for any-
one who loves a story well told.

Capturing 
the MoMent
The New York Times Magazine Photo Exhibit at MOCA   BY MONICA TOUPS

photos by woody huband
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“A Friendlier Comedy
Club Experience”

Tickets: 
1.904.646.HAPPY (4277) 

SPACIOUS SEATING
11000 Beach Blvd

JACKSONVILLE
www.JacksonvilleComedy.com

www.JacksonvilleComedy.com

Never An “F” Bomb
Full Bar & Kitchen

June 5-7
Dean Napolitano

NBC-TV & HBO

June 12-14
Brian McKim

NBC’s LAST COMIC STANDING

June 19-21
Al Jackson

COMEDY CENTRAL

June 26-28
Paul Varghese

COMEDY CENTRAL
Get a Jerry Seinfeld style show

instead of a Jerry Springer!
Great for dates, company parties & any

adult party that needs to be fun, funny & delicious.
18 to laugh and eat, 21 to drink.

ALL SHOWS RATED Soft R Language & Content.
Bringing a party of 6 or more people?

Take advantage of our special group rates!!

TL Tres Leches
eatery

HOURS: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Thursday & Friday 10:30 am - 9:00 pm

Saturday 9:00 am - 9:00 pm | Sunday 10:30 am - 3:00 pm

look for our Facebook specials

In Riverside - 869 Stockton Street 
904.551.4375

www.treslecheseatery.com

Tres Leches
eatery

Beer and Wine “The Best Sangria In Town!”

Spanish Paella or Tapas Dinner
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays

5:30-9:00 pm

Daily Lunch Specials
Sunday Brunch

Dish UpDate
where to eat, drink & be merry by erin thursby

Jun 9, 16, 23 & 30 the FooD For LiFe Can-
Cer projeCt CLass explores how a diet rich in 
vegetables, fruits, whole grains, and legumes 
can help you fight cancer or increase your 
chances of survival. Come learn how you can 
enhance your health and also fight chronic 
disease while supporting your overall wellness 
goals with simple steps in the kitchen. Each 
class includes nutrition education, a cooking 
demonstration, and tasting of three meals. This 
class is focused toward anyone who currently 
has cancer, has had cancer previously, is at 
high risk for cancer, or has a general interest 
in learning more about the correlation between 
nutrition and cancer. $129. The class is offered 
through FSCJ Continuing Education Depart-
ment. Registration can be done online (https://

www.fscj.edu/continuing-education/personal-
enrichment) or over the phone by calling 598-
5697. For questions about the class contact 
the instructor Heather Borders at hrborders@
gmail.com or 588-2770. 
 
June 5 the 24th annUaL jaCksonviLLe 
FooDFiGht SOLD OUT! The event will feature 
more than 60 local restaurants, beverage dis-
tributors and caterers engaging in a friendly 
competition. Live entertainment will provided 
by Be Easy. EverBank Field Touchdown Club 
East, www.jacksonvillefoodfight.org

Jun 7-8 the Greek FooD Fair: CeLebration 
oF penteCost Join the fun and learn about St. 
Augustine’s rich Greek heritage. Try delicious 

Greek dinners such as lamb, souvlaki, gyros, 
and much more. An assortment of foods, 
pastries, and beverages will be served. Dance 
troupes will entertain, and there will be fun ac-
tivities for the kids including a bounce house. 
You can also tour the Holy Trinity church. For 
more info, a complete schedule, and to place 
food pre-orders, visit their website or call 829-
0504. Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 
2940 County Road 214 (West King Street), St 
Augustine, www.holytrinitygoc.com
 
Jun 10 MeDiCine anD MiraCLes CeLebrity 
Dinner Join Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals for a unique and entertaining dining 
experience in Northeast Florida. Celebrity wait-
ers include Jacksonville Jaguars players and 
coaches who will both serve and dine at your 
table. Contact Kerri Clark for ticket informa-
tion at kerri.clark@jax.ufl.edu or 244-9354. 
5:30pm. Crowne Plaza Jacksonville Riverfront, 
201 Riverplace Boulevard, cmnjax.com
 
Jun 21 sCienCe oF MakinG Great iCeD tea 
Making iced tea is simple, but making great 
iced tea is another matter. It takes more than 
simply boiling water and dropping in a couple 
of tea bags. Joa Jane from Lah-Tea-Dah! will 
be on hand to share the art and science behind 
making great iced tea. You’ll have the opportu-
nity to enjoy some refreshing samples as we 
celebrate National Iced Tea Month. This pro-
gram is sponsored by the Friends of the Anas-
tasia Island Branch Library. Free. 2pm. Anasta-
sia Island Branch Library, 124 Sea Grove Main 
Street, Saint Augustine, www.sjcpls.org
 
Jun 22 st. johns river FestivaL oF beer 
Sample import and craft beers. Live music, 
food, and fun for all ages. $5 for a souvenir 
sampling cup with first drink free. $20 for 7 
beers & $40 for unlimited beer sampling. Part 
of the proceeds from this festival will benefit 
the St. Johns Riverkeeper. Riverside Arts Mar-
ket, folioweekly.com
 
Jun 26 DaMn GooD DiM sUM Dinner If 
you’ve missed Dim Sum Sundays at Blue 
Bamboo (this month it’s on the 15th), you 
might want to grab a ticket to the Damn Good 
Dim Sum Dinner, which is later in the month 
on a Thursday night. Unlike Dim Sum Sun-
days, this will be more of a dinner format, 
with two menus available: omnivore and veg-
an. Half the proceeds go to Gastrojax, Inc., 
the folks who will be bringing Jacksonville 
Gastrofest. Buy your tickets on Eventbrite by 
searching Damn Good Dim Sum Dinner. $40 
one ticket/$70 two tickets. www.gastrofest.
com

Jun 26 Mosh aFter Dark: Wine Work-
shop Tantalize your senses at this workshop 
devoted to different types of wine. See it, 
smell it, and yes, taste it, as you learn about 
the history and production of wine with David 
Joudi of Riverside Liquors Village Wine Shop 
and Royal Palm Village Wine and Tapas. 
Cost is $20; MOSH Members receive a 20% 
discount. Wine Workshop is par t of MOSH 
After Dark, a fun series of adult programs 
presented each month. Register at www.
themosh.org.

Cocktail lovers have been breathlessly awaiting the opening of siDeCar in San Marco. This 
month your wait is over. Right next door you’ll find v pizza, which also opens this month. If you get 
hungry while imbibing at Sidecar, you can pop over via the connecting door and get yourself a hand-
crafted, wood-fired pizza. Each oven is named, and you can watch as they make your order. Our 
favorite so far is the Pizza Capricciosa: San Marzano tomato, mozzarella, mushroom, prosciutto, egg, 
artichoke hearts and extra virgin olive oil. Their house pies are outstanding, but you can also create 
your own. Don’t skip dessert. Their cannoli is some of the the best in town.

Delightfully delicious frozen pops from the locally-loved hyppo can now be found at 
Grassroots Market in 5 Points. No longer will you have to make the journey to St. Augustine for 
The Hyppo’s frozen treats!

the happy GriLLeD Cheese food truck has plans sign a lease and open a brick-and-mortar 
location in Riverside.

boLD bean, to much applause from local coffee-starved Beachers, has opened a new location 
in Jacksonville Beach, near Roy’s. 

Orange Park welcomes a new place to eat tapas and drink coffee, as well as beer and wine, at 
the vino java breW hoUse (636 Kingsley Ave.,Orange Park). Open Tuesdays-Thursday from 5-
11pm and Friday and Saturday from 5pm-Midnight. 

It’s easy to get lost in all the food truck events, but the Jax Truckies Food Truck Championship 
got about 9,000 people Downtown raising just under $7,000 for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast 
Florida. The winners of the best of the championships are as follows: Best barbecue goes to 
Monroe’s sMokehoUse bar-b-Q for their ribs and wings. Best global cuisine is bLUe paCiFiC GriLL 
& taCo’s Malaysian chicken satay. ChUnky toMato wins for Best sandwich with their mozzarella 
& tomato panini. taste bUDs express takes away the prize for best taco with Billy’s Favorite Taco. 
The butterbeer from the LovinG CUp won over the judges’ Sweet Tooth. Overall, they choose What’s 
the CatCh. The prize for the most innovative dish goes to the banana curry from FUsion.

New Bold Bean location at the Beach // photo from somewhereinthecitydotcom
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The St. Johns Town Center has plenty of food to offer 
shoppers after a long day, but if you’d like to patronize a local 
restaurant rather than a national restaurant, the list is shor t. On 
that list is Ovinté.

 The name, Ovinté, is a variant of “Cheers!.” It has a great 
wine list but does far more than the grape. If you try anything 
on their menu, you’re going to come away excited about their 
food. You can taste the effor t that goes into their food; it’s 
something the chef calls “scratch-to-table.” They make just 
about everything from scratch, star ting with stocks. The proof 
of Chef Ian Lynch’s devotion to his craft is in every bite.

If you love cocktails, Ovinté, provides some great modern-
classic cocktails. The Numero Deux is refreshing number, with 
a lively and aggressive grapefruit note that takes you by the 
lapels and deliciously says “Hello!.” The Pisco Sour is star ting 
to show up everywhere. They use real egg white for theirs, not 
the powdered stuff. Pisco Por ton, lime juice, and quality bit-
ters make up the rest of this lovely taste of Peru. They also do 
a modern take on the Manhattan, using bourbon instead of rye 
whiskey, and they use not one but TWO different vermouths 
to give it just the right flavor. I haven’t yet tried their Abyssal 
Storm, but the name is really goth, the rum is really dark, and 
anything with Fever Tree Ginger Beer tends to be a “must-try.”

While Ovinté feels very upscale, and they have deluxe 
touches (like their hyper-exclusive wine lockers), the prices 
on the menu make it a very doable place for cocktails with the 
girls. Tapas go from about $5-13. Small plates go from $12-29, 
with most in the $12-20 range. Ovinté’s menu does change 
with the seasons, mainly because they care about offering qual-
ity, season-fresh food, unlike most chains.

Those who love a good steak tar tare will want to order 
Ovinté’s version. Ovinté takes it down a notch, but still keeps 
my interest with their mustard vinaigrette, Parmigianio, capers, 
shallots, and arugula. I will be ordering Ovinté’s tar tare again!

The only dish that didn’t make my “order next time list” 

was the paella, which could still stand up against most restau-
rants. The flavors of the paella seemed to clash, fighting against 
each other rather than cooperating, but the seafood execution 
was excellent. Even though it wasn’t my top dish, it might be 
yours.

The Angel Hair Pasta Small Plate was one of my favorites, 

just the kind of dish I’m star ting to obsess over. Hand-made 
pasta dances with lively heirloom tomatoes, zucchini, squash, 
herbs, wilted spinach and a creamy Spanish goat cheese. It’s a 
great vegetarian alternative to heavy pasta dishes.

I also loved the lamb loin, perfectly executed, served with 
fava beans and onions. The basil-mint sauce is subtle, but in 
this case the lamb has such balance and flavor of its own that it 
would have been a crime to pair it with an over-the-top sauce.

Do try their desser t. There’s a lot of bread pudding in this 
town, but theirs easily makes my top three. Well-por tioned, 
firm, not soggy, served with gelato, it’s sweet without being 
cloying, finished with an amazing Italian lemon liqueur. 

The couch seating with small tables in the main dining 
area makes for a very social atmosphere. It also helps that 
Ovinté was designed with sound-control in mind. Lots of 
soft surfaces and ridges on the ceiling help make Ovinté less 
noisy. You’ll hear the bustle of folks having a good time, of 
course, but you’ll also be able to have a conversation with 
your companions, an often over-looked commodity when it 
comes to restaurant design. Those who want something a 
bit more intimate can opt for dining room seating, booths in 
par ticular.

Ovinté can wash away your day with a cocktail or wine, 
but it’s also a superb place for delicious dining or socializing 
with friends. It’s upscale, but the atmosphere is relaxed, and 
the freshly prepared food will keep you coming back.

Ovinté
Locally Owned Dining at the Town Center

BY ERIN THURSBY

10208 Buckhead Branch drive
(904) 900-7730  

www.Ovinte.cOm
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“Hot town, summer in the city

Back of my neck getting dirty and gritty

Been down, isn’t it a pity

Doesn’t seem to be a shadow in the city”  --  Lovin’ Spoonful

SUMMER IS HERE! For avid craft beer drinkers, summer presents an opportunity for a new 
focus on something lighter in body than stouts, porters and other heavy ales. If you’re considering 
trying craft beer for the first time, tell your server you’re taking baby-steps into microbrews and 
would prefer something light, since it’s hot outside. They will provide you with some tasty options for 
this hottest season of the year.

Our local establishments are planning some exciting events for June:

AArdwolf Pub & brewery (1461 Hendricks Avenue) has brewed a special beer in 
honor of Florida’s Sesquiquadricentennial (450th Anniversary). The Sesqui Saison (7.1% ABV) is a 
hoppy, farmhouse-style Saison brewed with Sorachi Ace Hops. Find it in the tap room!
 

bold City brewery (2670 Rosselle Street) will be having Sensory Saturday on June 7. The 
incredible 77 D’s will be performing in the brewery beginning at 7pm. This is also the second Trolley 
Night of that weekend. Trolley tickets are available in the taproom for only $4 each. Each ticket allows 
you to ride all night on the JTA Trolley and get on/off as many time as you like. Bold City is one stop 
for the Trolley, so drop by and enjoy some great music, fellowship and delicious Bold City beer!

 

burro bAr (100 East Adams Street) will be sponsoring Oskar Blues Brewery Night on Saturday, 
June 7.
 

engine 15 brewing ComPAny (1500 Beach Boulevard, Jacksonville Beach) has a lot 
coming up in June! They will be hosting an event with New Belgium Brewery during the month. They 
will also be involved with the new Jacksonville Armada Soccer team. The team is presenting viewing 
parties of the World Cup with season ticket holders, and Engine 15 will be their beer sponsor.  Engine 
15 is also participating with the Bold City Brigade in a charity event for their members at 1904 Music 
Hall in June. Engine 15’s 4th Anniversary is in July. They will be offering their very popular Imperial 
Chupacabra and Imperial Simcoe beers. For more details about these upcoming Engine 15 events, 
visit www.jaxbrewbitch.com.

green room brewing (228 3rd St N, Jacksonville Beach) My goodness, time flies when 
you’re drinking beer! Can you believe it’s been three years already? Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
June 14, and celebrate Green Room Brewing’s three-year anniversary.

The brewers have been working hard and will be releasing their latest creation of Secret Spot 
Imperial Stout. This year’s batch was aged in Wild Turkey barrels for six months and is coming in at 
10% ABV. Keep the lighters away from this one!

Firewater Tent Revival will be performing, and details on special tappings and giveaways will be 
announced as we get closer to the date.
 

intuition Ale works (720 King Street) is hosting a fundraiser for the CAPtivators, the 
YP group for Cathedral Arts Project, on Monday, June 9, from 5:30-8pm. Intuition is partnering 
with Grape & Grain Exchange (2000 San Marco Boulevard) who will be presenting a Beer Cocktail 
Mixology class and pairing their concoctions with tasty treats.

Intuition will also be partnering with Whole Foods Market (10601 San Jose Boulevard) to offer a 
Cooking with Intuition Cookbook beer-pairing dinner on Thursday, June 26, beginning at 7pm.

But that’s not all! Intuition will also be partnering with Orsay (3630 Park Street) for their annual 
Backyard BBQ Bash in July. There will be discounted cans of Intuition Ale Works beer throughout the 
day. Check back later at www.jaxbrewbitch.com for more information!

Don’t’ forget: Intuition Ale Works is a proud sponsor of Jaxons Night Market, the third Thursday 
of every month downtown. For more information, visit: www.facebook.com/JaxsonsNightMarket

silver Cow (1506 King Street) is located at another stop for the JTA Trolley, which will be 
running on Friday and Saturday, June 6 & 7. On the evening of June 11, Silver Cow will be sponsoring 
the first Bards and Brews Night. If you are a master of the spoken word, or just want to hear or tell 
a story, make plans to attend. Silver Cow’s kitchen never closes and their menu has something to 
satisfy you, regardless of how hungry you are.
 
Cool off this month with some amazing craft beer in one of the brews and chews establishments we 
are blessed to have here in Jacksonville! 

whAt’s brewing
BY REGINA HEFFINGTON, THE jAx BREw BITcH
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Tucked away in a small space at Park and King in Riverside, The Silver Cow delivers in a big way 
for the craft beer lovers of Jacksonville. The space is ornately decorated with art from a rotation of lo-
cal artists and a hodgepodge of found and handmade objets d’art that perfectly match the welcoming 
and whimsical personality of proprietor Regina Heffington. Readers may be familiar with Heffington, 
as she is the well-known Jacksonville beer blogger, Jax Brew Bitch.

The space has a playful air to it, which I find refreshing. The sense of play is sometimes quite 
literal, as there is a shelf jam-packed with games for patrons to enjoy. It can become quite raucous as 
competitive groups become involved in their respective games. There is also a collection of interest-
ing books that have sparked many spirited conversations amongst patrons with a more literary bent. 
The eclectic mix of ambient music is always kept at a level that is conducive to private conversations.

Like some of the other establishments on King Street, this bar is great for craft beer fans. This 
is where Regina’s extensive knowledge of craft beer truly shines. The 30 beers that they have on tap 
rotate frequently with a solid mix of domestic craft beers and imports. They also have a refrigerator 
filled with bottled specialty selections that are available for purchase.

If you have trouble making a decision, they offer a Beer Flight of four small (4 oz.) pours of any-
thing they have on tap. The Beer Flight is also great for anyone who wants to try a number of different 
beers without getting overly intoxicated.

The staff at The ‘Cow are very knowledgeable about all of the beers that are sold there and are 
happy to help you choose a beer from the taps that will satisfy your palate. They will even allow you 
to taste small samples of the beers in order to help you choose. It’s a great place to go if you are 
curious about craft beer but do not have a lot of experience with it. 

If beer is just not your thing, you will not be left thirsty at The Silver Cow. They usually have at 
least one cider on tap, and they serve wine. The wine list is not nearly as extensive as the beer list, 

Riverside’s Craft Brew Oasis
BY JESSICA FIELDS

but it has enough variety that a wine drinker should be able to find something that they will enjoy.
The food is mostly uncomplicated bar food, but they do feature dinner specials that showcase 

various Cajun and Creole staples presented as an homage to Heffington’s Louisiana heritage. The 
recently expanded menu includes favorites like corn dogs, nachos, mozzarella sticks and pretzels, 
as well as lighter fare like hummus with pita and the “Skinny Dipper” veggie plate. For the hungrier 
crowd, there’s a variety of sandwiches available.

The desserts are fun, as well, with childhood 
faves like Moonpies and Root Beer Floats among the 
choices. My personal favorite dessert is the delicious 
and infamous Beer Float. A beer float can be made 
with any of the stouts and porters they have on tap. 
This means that you can really gild the lily, if you are 
so inclined. It sounds like a small thing to offer, but 
it goes a long way in illustrating the charm of the 
place.

They host many events including art shows, 
wine tastings, and brewery nights. One of the more 
interesting events is the weekly bottle share that they 
hold every Sunday at 2pm. This gathering of craft 
beer fanatics provides an opportunity to taste a va-
riety of eclectic beers with a group that appreciates 
the finer points of the art of the brew.

One of the newest events is “Meet the Blog-
ger” night, where they will host local bloggers on a 
monthly basis and provide drink specials for anyone 
who comes in to catch up with a favorite com-
mentator. It’s a wonderful way for the community 
to connect with local personalities. According to 
Heffington, The Silver Cow will have a new sister bar called The Annex in an empty space that has 
recently become available in their building. The construction and remodeling work on The Annex is 
set to begin soon.

The best way to keep apprised of the goings on at The Silver Cow is through their Facebook 
page or website at www.silvercowjax.com. They also have their own smartphone app (Android and 
iPhone) that has access to their tap list, bottle list, wine list, food menu, calendar of events, and loy-
alty reward program. 

The Silver Cow is a great place to hang out and have a beer in a chill atmosphere. It’s a great 
addition to the King Street District and an essential part of a night out in Riverside/Avondale.

SILVER COW

photo by george e. deacon



If you love musical theatre, and you’re looking 
for the perfect weekend getaway, look no farther 
than Valdosta, GA. Valdosta State University’s 
Peach State Summer Theater (PSST!) has a 
rotating schedule of three shows in their repertory, 
making it possible to catch three shows in a single 
weekend! This is quality theatre, make no mistake. 
Even though they are housed at the University, they 
are a professional theatre company. Head to www.
valdosta.edu/colleges/arts/communication-arts/
peach-state-summer-theatre/our-services/2014-
schedule.php for their full line-up, so you can 
schedule accordingly. When you aren’t catching a 
show you can walk in nature preserves, golf, shop, 
or visit Valdosta’s historic areas.

PSST! celebrates the 25th season of professional summer musical theatre produced by Valdosta 
State University this year, so you can expect to see a display featuring past productions outside the 
Sawyer Theatre in the Fine Arts Building. You can see what their shows looked like, from their first 
season throughout their history.

We spoke with H. Duke Guthrie, Managing Director of the Peach State Summer Theatre about 
the summer line-up. First we asked him about Mary Poppins (June 6-July 26). For those of you not 
familiar with the Disney movie of the same name, it’s the story of a magical nanny who helps the 
children learn to behave, with a spoonful of sugar, of course. For those who do know it from Disney, 
Guthrie says that it “is the Disney script, but just slightly darker than the film. It is also a full-length 
musical, not a shortened adaptation. We recommend it for kids 8 and up....People will recognize 
most of the songs from the movie, but there are additional songs. If you saw Saving Mr. Banks, you’ll 
understand the writer’s motivations, which make the father an important character. He doesn’t really 
get his kids. To begin with, they’re a fractured family, and Mary Poppins helps bring them together.” 
Another important difference between the movie and stage musical, Guthrie notes wryly, is that the 
stage version has “no dancing penguins.”

Smokey Joe’s Cafe (June 20-July 26) departs from the usual plot-driven musicals as a full-
blown revue of classic doo-wop, with songs such as ‘Hound Dog’, ‘Yakety Yak’, ‘Love Potion #9’, 
‘Jailhouse Rock’, and many more. Guthrie says it’s a “fun, energetic” show. “We’ve found our 
audience likes the Broadway musicals,” says Guthrie, “but they also like the pop culture revues.” 

Just a week after Smokey Joe’s opens, 42nd Street (June 27-July 27) gets added to the mix. 
By the week of June 27, all three shows will be running. 42nd Street is a show about actors trying to 
put on a show. Anyone who loves Glee certainly understands how watchable that is! For those who 
don’t watch Glee, there were a string of these movies in the 1940s, featuring show-biz people doing 
show-biz things and singing about it. 42nd Street was perhaps the best of those musical films, and 
the adaptation for stage is seamless. You’ll probably recognize much of the songbook, with hits such 
as ‘The Lullaby of Broadway’, ‘I Only Have Eyes For You’, and the titular tune, of course. Guthrie calls 
42nd Street “the Broadway musical for people who love Broadway musicals. Just toe-tapping fun!”

To buy tickets to any of their shows, call their box office at (229)259-7770. For a look at this 
summer’s schedule, go to www.valdosta.edu and then search Peach State Summer Theatre on the 
site to find the theatre page.
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Museum Admission Not Required | 829 Riverside Avenue  |  cummercafe@cgjax.com | www.cgjax.com
Catering Inquiries: 904 399-4449 | Reservations: 904 899-6022 | 

SEATED SERVICE: TUES-SAT 11-3PM | SUNDAY: 12-3PM | TAPAS TUESDAY: 5-8PM

JOIN US

THE CAFÉ
SATURDAY

&
SUNDAY
BRUNCH

T A P A S
TUESDAYS

  IN    THE
CUMMER   MUSEUM

     O F  A R T  &  G A R D E N S

THE CAF

sponsored by

Directed by Michael Lipp 
Music direction by Kimberly Beasley  | Choreography by Curtis Williams

A New production of 
BOUBLIL and SCHÖNBERG’S

Theatre Jacksonville Presents

SPONSORED IN PART BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS, THE FLORIDA COUNCIL ON ARTS AND CULTURE, THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS, THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, AND THE CULTURAL 
COUNCIL OF GREATER JACKSONVILLE, INC.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY AT 8pm | THURSDAYS AT 7:30pm | SUNDAYS AT 2:00pm

BOX OFFICE (904) 396-4425 | www.theatrejax.com

JUNE 6 THRU 22, 2014

Take a Trip To 
ValdosTa

Peach State Summer Theater 25th Anniversary
BY ERIN THURSBY

eVenT: Peach State Summer Theater

daTe: June 6-July 26 (Mary Poppins) 

June 20-July 26 (Smokey Joe’s Cafe) 

June 27-July 27 (42nd Street)

Venue: Valdosta State University

TickeTs: Check www.valdosta.edu and 

search Peach State Summer Theater

conTacT: Call (229)259-7770

From the 2013 production of A LIttle Night Music, photo by Genny Wynn
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theatre events
Thru June 8 sOCIaL seCUrItY When a well-
known art gallery owner and her husband 
receive a visit from her mother, all seems to 
be going smoothly...until they find out that the 
visit may not end. Panic and mayhem ensue as 
life takes a crazy turn in this hilarious comedy 
starring the enchantingly beautiful Barbara 
Eden from I Dream of Jeannie. Alhambra Din-
ner Theatre, 641-1212, www.alhambrajax.com

Thru June 7 the heIress Catherine, a painfully 
shy young woman falls desperately in love with 
Morris, a feckless yet charming man-about-
town without means. The battle of wills be-
tween father and suitor and the consequences 
of their ruthless emotional manipulation of the 
sensitive Catherine is the piercing drama at the 
heart of The Heiress. Fernandina Little Theatre, 
1014 Beech St., www.ameliaflt.org

June 6-29 the PIrates OF PenZanCe Orange 
Park Community Theatre presents The Pirates 
of Penzance, an operetta by Gilbert and Sul-
livan. Friday and Saturday performances at 
8pm and Sunday matinees at 3pm. This show 
provides rollicking fun for the whole family. 
Tickets are $20. Orange Park Community The-
atre, 276-2599, www.opct.org

June 6-22 LES MISÉRABLES Theatre Jackson-
ville Presents a new production of Boublil and 
Schönberg’s Les Misérables. This international 
smash-hit may be the most popular musical in 
the world, and it caps Theatre Jacksonville’s 
94th season in an exclusive first for local the-
atres in Northeast Florida. Grand and uplifting, 
Les Miserables packs an emotional wallop that 
has thrilled audiences all over the world. Theatre 
Jacksonville, 396-4425, www.theatrejax.com

June 6 - 21 VENUS IN FUR Thomas, a belea-
guered playwright/director, is desperate to find 
an actress to play Vanda, the female lead in 
his adaptation of the classic sadomasochistic 
tale “Venus in Fur.” Into his empty audition 
room walks a vulgar and equally desperate 
actress-oddly enough, named Vanda. Though 
utterly wrong for the sophisticated part, Vanda 

exhibits a strange command of the material, 
piquing Thomas interest with her seductive 
talents and secretive manner. As the two work 
through the script, they blur the line between 
play and reality, entering into an increasingly 
serious game of submission and domination 
that only one of them can win. A mysterious, 
funny, erotic drama that represents yet another 
departure for the multifaceted David Ives. 
Thursday-Saturday at 8pm and Sunday at 2pm. 
$23, Student/Military/Senior $20. Players by 
The Sea, Jacksonville Beach, 249-0289, www.
playersbythesea.org

June 6 thru July 6 OLIVER! This is the well-
loved musical adaptation of Charles Dickens’s 
classic tale. Oliver is an orphan who runs away 
from his cruel caretakers only to land himself 
in trouble with the wrong kind of people. As 
he navigates his new life, he finds hope in the 
kindness of new found friends. Limelight The-
atre, St. Augustine, 825-1164, www.limelight-
theatre.org

June 11 thru July 27 shreK the MUsICaL Join 
the beloved ogre, chatty donkey, and spit-fire 
princess in the Dreamworks classic. When Evil 
Lord Farquaad threatens to take over Shrek’s 
swamp, Shrek and his new friend, Donkey, 
must set out on a fairy tale adventure to rescue 
the lovely Princess Fiona from the dragon’s 
keep. This show is perfect for kids from 2-92. 
Alhambra Dinner Theatre, 641-1212, www.
alhambrajax.com

June 12 MOve: LIve On tOUr Julianne and 
Derek Hough appear in Move: Live On Tour 
with a complete stage production--with sets, 
costumes and a cast of talented dancers. 
The Houghs headline in solo, duet, and group 
performances in styles ranging from ballroom 
and tap, to salsa and hip-hop and everything 
in-between. $68.50 to $38.50. Florida Theatre, 
355-2787, www.floridatheatre.com

June 13 BrUCe BrUCe anD FrIenDs Bruce 
Bruce’s larger than life comic style has been 
entertaining audiences young and old, of 
all backgrounds, for years. Although known 
for “adult comedy,” he prides himself on 
not using vulgarity just to win a laugh. 8pm. 
$48.50/$56.00/$78.50. Florida Theatre, 355-
2787, floridatheatre.com

June 13-22 tICK, tICK? BOOM! In ABET’s 
summer musical by Jonathan Larson, Jon, an 
aspiring composer who lives in New York City 
in 1990, is worried he has made the wrong 
career choice to be part of the performing arts. 
This is a charming, autobiographical story of 
Larson, who won a Pulitzer and three Tony 
Awards for his musical Rent. Friday and Sat-
urdays at 8pm and Sundays at 2pm. Tickets 
$20, or $15 with a 2014-2015 ABET Season 
Pass. Atlantic Beach Experimental Theatre, 
249-7177, www.abettheatre.com

Inspiration can show up in the most unlikely of places, even in the shadowy cellar of a Parisian 
opera house. For Alexander Lawless, he didn’t expect much when his mom rented the Phantom of 
the Opera 25th anniversary live on DVD. He certainly didn’t anticipate to unmask his own passion 
for the stage. “I didn’t expect to like it [but] by the end of the show, I had tears streaming down my 
face and turned to my Mom and told her, ‘I want to do that’,” recalls the young actor. “Three weeks 
later, the Alhambra Theatre and Dining held auditions for Wizard of Oz. I went to the audition and 
was cast as a munchkin along with several other roles in the show. That was two summers ago.” 
Lawless, 12, and his 10-year-old sister Savannah, will appear in the summer production of Oliver! 
at The Limelight Theatre, 11 Old Mission Ave. in St. Augustine. The musical runs June 6-July 6. Call 
(904)825-1164 or visit www.limelight-theatre.org for ticket information. Alexander is starring in the 
title role alongside Savannah, who portrays an orphan in the musical adaptation of the Charles Dick-
ens classic written by Lionel Bart.

Directed by Tom Fallon, the show tells the story of Oliver, an orphan who runs away from his 
cruel caretakers only to land himself in trouble with the wrong kind of people. As he navigates his 
new life, he finds hope in the kindness of newfound friends. “I was so excited to be selected to play 
Oliver. His personality is a little like mine, so I find it easy to be that character,” says Alexander. “The 
singing is really high, but I can still do it for now. I’m happy to have the chance before I can’t any-
more.” Since taking on his first role, the young thespian continues to expand his impressive resume, 
appearing in the choir of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, as Party Boy and Toy 
Soldier in the The Nutcracker, Midsummer Nights Dream, The Sound of Music as Kurt VonTrapp, 
and now adding Oliver! to that growing list.

It is a rare gift to discover your passion at such a tender age, but it’s even more special when 
you have a built-in best friend to share in the experience. The Lawless kids are grateful to perform 
alongside one another and often help each other practice their lines and run through songs. Both are 
home-schooled and also enjoy soccer, figure skating, singing and playing in chess tournaments. “I 
love working with my sister. My favorite shows have been with her. We help each other out memo-
rizing lines, and it’s nice to sing the songs along with someone when you are practicing at home,” 
Alexander says. “On stage, we’ve had fun playing brother and sister in Sound Of Music. We are best 
friends, so we get along really well. Most people think we are twins, but we aren’t.”

Savannah Lawless has been singing for most of her life. Even as a small child, she knew she 
wanted to pursue musical theater much like the musicals she loved to watch on TV and the live 
shows she attended with her parents, Chase and Patrice Lawless. “It’s always been a part of me,” 
she says. “I absolutely love to sing, so that’s the best part of being on stage. I like to share my 
voice with everyone.” She, with her brother, has been in several shows in the past two years includ-
ing Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat as a member of the choir, The Nutcracker as a 
Mouse and Angel, Midsummer Nights Dream, The Sound of Music as Marta VonTrapp, and now as 
an orphan in Oliver!.

The littlest Lawless for now (Mom, Patrice, is expecting a new baby just two days after the 
show closes!) is excited to display a wide variety of feelings as an orphan in Oliver!. “It’s so much 
fun. I get to play up so many emotions in this show. Hungry, scared, happy, and so many more,” 
she says. “It’s also fun pretending to be someone else and acting out how I think they feel. I also 
love the different costumes. It’s fun to go from dir ty orphan to a fancy dress and play different char-
acters all in the same show.” It’s not all fun and games when the Lawless siblings take on a new 
production. It often means grueling preparation for auditions, shuttling back and forth for rehearsals 
and putting everything else on hold. The family even temporarily relocated to accommodate the kids’ 
performance schedules in the Sound of Music at the Wick Theatre in Boca Raton. “It’s a lot of work 
putting a show together. Right now we are blocking things, and it looks great. I like watching things 
coming together,” says Savannah. “For this show we started out only singing for the rehearsals, and 
then added lines and then blocking on the stage. I really like working with the directors of this show. 
Everyone is so nice and great to work with.”

Despite all of the hard work, there is nothing else they would rather do – except for maybe 
someday co-starring as Christine and the Phantom of the Opera himself - and they would be thrilled 
for the chance to do it together.

Young Jacksonville Talent on Stage in 

OLIver!
BY LIZA MITCHELL

Opening June 6 at Limelight Theatre, St. Augustine

Venus in Furs
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It’s almost impossible to imagine Les 
Miserables without picturing the epic battle 
scenes and larger-than-life staging that earned 
the Broadway musical international success. 
As the first community theater in the northeast 
region to produce the epic musical, Theatre 
Jacksonville is out to prove, in its 94th season, 
that bigger is not always better. 

Set in 19th Century France, Les Miserables 
is a triumph. The nation is in the midst of 
revolution, and convict Jean Valjean is running 
from the law. Hunted relentlessly by the police-
man Javert for breaking his parole, he sets out 
to create a new life while honoring his promise 
to raise the young, orphaned Cosette.

Theatre Jacksonville has the noble dis-
tinction of being the first community theater in 
the region to stage this epic production, albeit 
on a much smaller scale. “It is a terrific honor 
to stage the first local Jacksonville produc-
tion of Les Miserables,” says producer Sarah 
Boone. “The show has never been available to 
community theaters before, and we are thrilled 
that we were offered the performance rights by 
Music Theatre International, which handles the 
licensing for the show.”

Working in tandem with director Michael 
Lipp, Boone says there was no question of 

Broadway play, major motion picture 
& now Theatre Jacksonville BY LIZA MITCHELL

whether or not to accept the challenge. The 
real quest would involve stripping the produc-
tion down to its bones and rebuilding the story 
to adapt to the community theater stage with-
out dulling its original magic.

“Les Miserables is one of the most popu-
lar and beloved musicals of all time. There was 
no way we could pass up the opportunity of 
producing it,” says Boone. “They have been 
working tirelessly on the logistics of the show 
since the beginning of the year. Because the 
show is so large (over 40 in the cast), the 
production process has been, shall we say, 
a bit more complicated than our normal rou-
tine. Onstage and behind the scenes, we are 
blessed with immensely talented people who 
have given extraordinary amounts of their time 
and talent to make the show a success.”

Planning for such a mammoth undertak-
ing began “many, many months ago,” says 
Boone, who assembled the top-notch creative 
team, including Lipp, music director Kimberly 
Beasley, choreographer Curtis Williams, cos-
tume designer Tracy Olin, and stage manager 
Ashley Weldon. The process was not unlike 
pouring a swimming pool into a shot glass 
with a cast of over 40 people and expectations 
for the production as grand as the stage show 
itself.

The theatrical think-tank began to meet 
almost immediately after auditions in January 
and February to brainstorm about the physical 
aspects of the different locales in the produc-
tion. And, of course, there was the business of 
the barricade, which serves as the centerpiece 
of the second act of the musical.

“Scaling back the standard large-scale 
production that most people associate with 
Les Miserables has been one of our biggest 
challenges,” says Lipp. “Our approach is 

much more abstract, with a unit set in which 
platforms, towers, and reusable set pieces can 
move and rotate to represent different loca-
tions, and though our barricade only suggests 
a larger structure, it is still effective in provid-
ing what is needed for our battle scenes.”

Adding to the complexity of staging such 
an immense Broadway favorite is the beloved 
catalog of Broadway anthems and the sweep-
ing, heartfelt ballads that serve to define the 
emotional vulnerability of the characters and to 
anchor the plot line. For Lipp, it was essential 
that the lead actors not just possess the ability 
to carry a tune but also be able to carry the 
entire story as well.

“Our primary consideration was vocal 
ability. Since Les Miserables is a through-sung 
show without dialogue, our leads first had to 
be the best vocalists. This musical requires all 
of the “acting” to be done through song--there 
are no spoken lines--so our audition process 
focused on what the performers were able 
to show us about their acting ability through 
their chosen audition song, and [then] specific 
character pieces from the musical that we 
asked them to prepare for call-back auditions,” 
he says. “We were essentially blind to type. It 
wasn’t really a consideration and, as a result, 
we have a wonderful range of actors playing 
our leads, but they all have powerhouse voices 
that I’m certain will impress and astonish the 
audience.”

Lipp is hopeful that Theatre Jacksonville 
will redefine the perception of the Broadway 
experience with its intimate retelling of Les 
Miserables rather than the over-the-top ex-
travaganza that is expected from a traditional, 
large-scale production. He is confident that au-
diences will connect with the elegant portrayal 
of the characters and their personal struggles 
in a way they never have before.

Lipp says, “I think what is thought of as 
the ‘full Les Miserable experience’ will change 
as the show is performed by more and more 
smaller, local theaters like Theatre Jacksonville. 
Even the revival version that recently toured 
the country and is now back on Broadway is 
a re-imagined and significantly scaled-down 
version of the original production, using a far 
smaller cast and set.”

Having twice experienced the original 
Broadway production, Lipp says he always 
felt that “the epic-scale production with the 
stage-width turntable and massive barricade” 
kept him at an arm’s distance from the human 
stories being told in the musical. “I always felt 
distant from the characters,” he says. “With a 
smaller production, like Theatre Jacksonville’s, 
we can focus on these intensely powerful 
personal stories of redemption, love, loyalty, 
and injustice. As a result, I hope the audience 
will experience something new from Les Mis-
erables.”

Theatre Jacksonville cast of LES MISERABLES

Les Mis
WHeN: June 6-22 

WHeRe: Theatre Jacksonville 

2032 San Marco Blvd.

CONTACT: 396-4425 

www.theatrejax.com
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Throughout the ages, the cosmos has once in a while blessed us with a rare husband and wife 
comedy duo. Jerry Stiller and Anne Meara. Judd Apatow and Leslie Mann. Rich Vos and Bonnie 
MacFarlane. I can imagine that it went back even further than these famous duos sealed in holy matri-
mony. What about the most famous couple of all-time, Adam and Eve? Sure, why wouldn’t they be a 
comedy couple? Let me put it this way: being that they were supposedly the only two humans on the 
planet in the Garden of Eden, if they weren’t making each other laugh, then that must have been one 
boring place, and Paradise wouldn’t be boring, right? Granted, they probably worked clean—what 
with God always hanging around back in those days and all. The married comedy combo of Brian 
McKim and Traci Skene will also be working clean on June 12th –14th at the Comedy Club of Jax, 
which hosts “F-bomb free comedy” exclusively.

McKim and Skene have been doing stand-up as a married couple for 30 years (their anniversary 
was May 21st) and have even crossed over into co-authorship with The Comedy Bible: The Complete 
Resource for Aspiring Comedians and www.sheckymagazine.com, with a new book currently in the 
works. They started dating in 1984 after Skene met McKim (at the time already working regularly as 
a stand-up) at her brother-in-law’s comedy club in Philadelphia. Skene then began performing herself 
in 1985 at the nudging of McKim—and the rest was his & herstory. The seemingly inseparable couple 
recently spoke with EU in a—you guessed it—joint interview and explained that, while they perform 
together 95 percent of the time, they write their comedy individually and are a separate (social media) 
accounts kind of couple. “We have separate Twitter accounts and separate Facebook accounts,” 
says McKim. “The magazine was always a collaborative process, as well as the book. As far as joke 
writing is concerned, that’s pretty much a solitary endeavor by necessity, but in the past few months 
Traci has spun a couple jokes my way that are actually working in my set, and, of course, when she 
asks me for assistance, I’ll give her feedback.”

The couple makes it clear onstage that they are happily married and don’t venture into Henny 
Youngman type “take my wife, please” jokes. However, being that they are married and on the road 
together, I wondered if comedy groupies have ever been an issue for the two of them. McKim said 
that he had never had a comedy groupie, and, even if he had, he was oblivious to it. Of course, Skene 
quickly jumped in to fill in the blanks in McKim’s memory, much to his chagrin. “[laughing] We al-
ways joke about the groupie thing because there’s actually been rare times when he’s forgotten to 
mention that he’s married, and on those occasions a woman may try to hit on him after a show,” said 
Skene. “One time I saw twin strippers hitting on him at the Punchline in Atlanta, and he didn’t know 
what to do. [It was] one of the funniest things I’ve ever witnessed. I thought he was gonna cry. I don’t 
get jealous about things like that.”

Skene is obviously a traditionalist when it comes to her own marriage, but admits that she does 
sometimes get a little annoyed with the sexism that she experiences from fans. “When people talk 
about us being on the road, they always say to me, ‘It’s so nice that you get to travel with your hus-
band,’ and then they’ll say to Brian, ‘How do you do it?’”

Skene says that the misogyny doesn’t stop at just the marital aspect, either. She understands 
that we are in a much more politically correct time overall, which is why she finds it odd that people 

Married to 
the CoMedy
Brian McKim & Traci Skene  BY RICHARD DAVID SMITH III

at shows will now more often than in the past come at her with the whole “women aren’t funny” cri-
tique. “As a female, when I first started out, this notion that women aren’t funny—which has seemed 
to have taken hold today—back then that wasn’t even a consideration,” says Skene. “So, now I have 
to deal with things like that. All the sudden ‘women aren’t funny.’ All the sudden, after 20 years in this 
business I’m still having to go out there and prove myself every single time. That was a pressure I 
didn’t have when I first started. So, in that regard it’s a little more annoying than it used to be. These 
things take hold and the media runs with it, no offense, and then it becomes fact. Honestly I don’t 
really know where this whole ‘women aren’t funny’ thing came from.”

McKim and Skene reveal that their 
new book will focus on the societal and 
pop culture aspect of stand-up comedy. 
Though I had just met them, I was al-
ready eager to give the insightful couple 
a homework assignment, which was 
to look into the biological, evolutionary 
reasons behind why comedy even exists 
at all. “We actually do and have all along 
in the magazine cited various scientific 
studies where they find out things like 
what is the perfect comedy face.” says 
Skene. “It came out a couple of years ago 
from England, and I think they said Ricky 
Gervais has the perfect comedy face. So 
we actually do focus a lot on (the scien-
tific aspect of comedy) because we do 
think it’s important. In The Comedy Bible, 
we do talk about science and biology and 
all that stuff.”

With biology in mind (as I imagined 
a pint-sized Milton Berle, complete with 
cigar), I ask them if they would be hav-
ing a kid to someday follow their acts, to 
which McKim answers, bluntly, “No, as 
much as that is a tradition in American 
entertainment, that will not be happening. 
No children will be popping out on stage. 
Not on your life.”

event: Brian McKim Fun in a Bun

date: June 12-14

venue: Comedy Club of Jacksonville

tiCkets: $6-$15

ContaCt: Call (904)646-4277

extra ChuCkles
 
CoMedy CluB oF JaCksonville
June 5-7 Dean Napolitano, Lyndel Pleasant
June 12-14 Brian McKim, Traci Skene
June 19-21 Al Jackson
June 26-28 Paul Varghese, Devin Siebold

CoMedy Zone
June 5-7 DL Hughley
June 12-14 Nikki Glaser
June 19-21 Steve-O
June 26-28 Al Madrigal

rain dogs
Hot Potato Comedy Hour every Monday, 9pm
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diablo sez...
EU’s Jack Diablo stays on top of the Jacksonville music scene, so you don’t have to! Check 

in every month for album reviews, show recommendations, and local music news. 

June 9 Gossamer Frontier, this Frontier 
needs heroes, the masses, mother supe-
rior at Burro Bar
The lineup of this show alone speaks to the 
strangely broad appeal of Austin’s Gossa-
mer Frontier. The band fuses the darkness of 
those old spaghetti western riffs with some 
new-fashioned, psychy folk that brings out 
everyone from the singer-songwriter set to the 
post-punk head nodders. They’ve coined one 
of the most accurate and awesome terms for a 
new genre I’ve heard in a long time: boot gaze. 
Perfect! Join This Frontier Needs Heroes on the 
eve of their next tour and a very rare appear-
ance by the MASSES (the punk side of Opiate 
Eyes) as they channel Fugazi and wow you to 
your bones.
 
June 13 husere Grav, Burnt hair, mass 
Control, Cays at Karpeles Manuscript Library 
Museum
What happens when you evolve past black 
metal, that bleakest of genres with its shriek-
ing vocals, furious tremolos, and blasting 
drumbeats? Why ambient, atmospheric drone 

of course! After all the churches have burned 
and the human race has laid waste to the earth 
through nuclear war or pollution, Husere Grav 
is what that post-apocalyptic landscape will 
sound like. If there is any venue that lends 
itself to this kind of industrial drone, it is hands 
down the Karpeles Manuscript Library. It’s a 
beautiful space that provides the perfect set-
ting for the higher forms of experimental music 
without the distractions of a bar. Soundscapers 
Mass Control and Cays are joined by the gothy 
synth duo of Burnt Hair for what should be an 
interesting evening to be sure.
 
June 15 Bane, Code oranGe Kids, Give, 
rhythm oF Fear at Underbelly
People who like Bane, really like Bane. Like a 
lot. As the old joke goes, how can you tell if 
someone is a Bane fan? They’ll tell you! The 
pseudo-straight edge band has been at it for 
almost 20 years and has amassed quite the 
following in that time. I’m not a fan, but I do 
love me some Code Orange Kids. Active since 
2009, the Kids have quickly become quite 
popular after signing to Deathwish Records 

and embarking on what seems like a non-stop 
touring schedule that has included many stops 
in Jacksonville over the past couple years. 
Listening to them, you’d never guess that the 
crusty, hardcore vocals are belted out by a 
girl, which only makes their success all the 
more impressive in the male-dominated, and 
at times misogynistic, hardcore scene. It’ll be 
interesting to see how this show plays out at 
Underbelly, but they’ve definitely got the space 
to accommodate the droves of kids who will be 
lined up for this show.
 
June 17 the rouGh & tumBle, Connor 
hiCKey, deriK hultquist at Burro Bar
There’s little more adorable than a good close-
harmony folk duo. When it’s done well anyway. 
Suffice it to say that Nashville’s The Rough & 
Tumble do it right! They depend on their vocal 
harmonies and good songwriting rather than 
silly costumes and floppy hats. Chalk it up to 
a busy touring schedule or a devotion to the 
craft; either way, they set themselves apart 
from the myriad self-proclaimed troubadours 
out there faking it. Singer-songwriter Derik 
Hultquist, also from Nashville, channels Jason 
Isbell, while Connor Hickey of Fjord Explorer 
sings the blues as no one else can.
 
June 20 Girls roCK ladies arm WrestlinG 
Competition at Rain Dogs
Get those biceps ready, ladies! Girls Rock 
Camp is raising money and collecting instru-
ment donations for their 2014 summer camp. 
Bring your old amps, guitars, drums, key-
boards, whatever you have lying around, and 
donate it to this cause. Hang out and watch the 
toughest chicks you know roll up their sleeves 
and battle it out!
 
June 30 the CoathanGers, Cretin Girls, 
the mold, hey mandiBle, Burnt hair at 
Underbelly

Make no mistake, The Coathangers are not 
your typical girl-band. Their irreverence and 
indifference seems to know no bounds. They 
are the wild girls of punk taking cues from fel-
low Atlantans, Black Lips. Their sound harkens 
back to the punk rock of the 70s and 80s, not 
at all unlike Siouxsee and the Banshees or Patti 
Smith, which makes this lineup of local sup-
port damn near perfect. Between the lo-fi rau-
cousness of The Mold to the gothy post-punk 
of Burnt Hair and Hey Mandible, all the bases 
are covered.
 

other notaBle 
shoWs
June 7 dendera BloodBath, BoGGsie Bri-
Gade, KinG plyWood, aCid majiK at Burro Bar
June 7 tWin tranCes, the mold, mount 
the stallion, riverside party Girls at 
Shantytown Pub
June 10 my liFe With the thrill Kill Kult, 
the inFernal doll FaCtory at Underbelly
June 11 the everymen, the vivid, the 
dull Blades at Burro Bar
June 12 slauGhter dauGhters, snaKe 
Blood remedy, GhostWitCh at Burro Bar
June 14 no vaCCine, delta sun, roller-
Coaster at Burro Bar
June 17 BeaCh day, telepathiC lines, the 
liFeForms, tomBoi at Underbelly
June 19 Geri X, Kevin lee neWBerry at 
Burro Bar
June 20 vaCation CluB, BoGGsie BriGade, 
the sCavuzzos at Underbelly
June 25 everymen, mudtoWn, GhostWitCh 
at Burro Bar

Grim times #1 release 
At CoRK - Independent comic publishing is increasingly 
becoming more and more of a thing. You may be sur-
prised to learn that Jacksonville is home to several comic 
book creators writing, and sometimes illustrating, their 
own stories. Joining the self-published ranks of such 
locals as Ryan Black, Al Letson, Rachel Pandich, and 
many others, is Clay Doran, a.k.a. Squid Dust, who has 
just recently received a stack of his first comic anthol-
ogy, Grim Times #1. The book takes an honest, at times 
humorous, but always grim, look at modern life told by 
Clay’s personified animal characters like Skunk & Badger, 
Satchi, the Suicidal Bat, and others. There’s a running 
joke on Instagram of people reading the comic book while 
crying that’s actually fairly accurate because this book has some serious bummer mo-
ments, which will give you the feels if you aren’t careful. Don’t miss the release party June 
7th at CoRK. Bring some tissues.
 

Gossamer Frontier

The Coathangers
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2nd Annual Community First 

Seawalk MuSic 
FeStival

BY LIZA MITCHELL

There are so many reasons to love where 
we live, and the 2nd Annual Community First 
Seawalk Music Festival celebrates them in abun-
dance. The event is held from noon to 10pm on 
June 14th at the Seawalk Pavilion in Jacksonville 
Beach.

The free festival spotlights local food ven-
dors, artists and culture with an eclectic collec-
tion of the area’s top musicians, including Side-
real, On Guard, Ivey West Band, JacksonVegas, Herd of Watts, The Corbitt Brothers Band, S.P.O.R.E., 
Be Easy, and Woody and the Peckers. With such a feel-good menu of reggae, funk, bluegrass, south-
ern rock and blues, festival organizers are hoping to introduce up-and-coming local artists to a wider 
audience.

“This year we will present a very eclectic lineup of local musical talent, as well as an increased 
variety of foods and goods that are local in origin,” says festival founder Sam Veal. “We designed the 
festival with the millennial in mind. The millennial generation has a genuine commitment to enhancing 
Jacksonville with their energy, inventiveness and optimistic outlook. We feel the musical lineup and 
other festival offerings reflect their interests and spirit.”

Veal knows what it takes to put on a successful festival. As the executive director of Jax Beach 
Festivals, Veal is the driving force behind the successful Great Atlantic Music Festival and the interna-
tionally renowned George’s Music Springing the Blues Festival, which draws thousands of fans to the 
oceanfront pavilion each spring to celebrate the best in blues music.

When planning for the Community First Seawalk Music Festival, Veal focused his attention on the 
talents and the culture right in our own backyard. “This festival is different from other events because 
its primary purpose is to be reflective of the outstanding and unique aspect of our local creative com-
munity,” Veal says. “It is important to have an all-local festival, because it creates the greatest sense 
of community through focusing on the many diverse talents that are a vibrant part of our community 
and sharing that collection of talent in a festival atmosphere.”

As the city’s music scene continues to blossom, festival organizers want to emphasize the im-
portance of supporting local artists by giving them a hometown venue to spread their wings. “Many 
of these young bands are on the cusp of a huge breakthrough,” says Terry Dixon, who serves as 
artistic director with Jax Beach Festivals. “They have tremendous energy, great stage presence, and 
deliver a feel that’s almost tangible. We’re excited to be able to give these artists a phenomenal venue 
where they can showcase their talent and gain new fans.”

The inaugural Community First Seawalk Music Festival was held in 2013 in partnership with 
Community First Credit Union. “We sponsor and support this event because of the commitment to 
local artists and local small businesses,” says John Hirabayashi, president and CEO of Community 
First Credit Union. “The event is a fun and free day for all ages and families in our community.” 

For Veal, he is hopeful that “people can relax and enjoy themselves together with their friends 
and neighbors through the festival experience of local entertainment, local foods, local arts and crafts 
and exhibits of local goods and services by local businesses,” he says. “That is fundamental to fulfill-
ing the purpose of our event.”
 

Saturday,  June 14,  Noon-10pm

75 North 1st Street,  Jacksonville Beach

www.communityfirstseawalkmusicfest.com

270-9301 or 249-3972  //  Free
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 There comes a time in some successful musicians’ careers when making a difference in the world 
becomes more important than selling out shows and reaching the top of the charts. Back in 2008, Jack 
Johnson decided to establish the Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation and began donating 100% of his 
tour profits to support environmental, art, and music education now and into the future. Embracing the no-
tion that “an individual action, multiplied by millions, creates global change,” the Foundation offers direct 
and matching donations to local nonprofits at each of Johnson’s tour stops. Fans are also encouraged to 
make a positive change in their community through All At Once, his social action network. All At Once also 
gives nonprofit organizations the opportunity to raise awareness about critical issues by connecting with 
his vast network of fans. Through his support of local grassroots initiatives and commitment to reducing 
the environmental impact of his tours, Johnson will likely leave an indelible mark here in Northeast Florida.

Supporting LocaL EnvironmEntaL initiativES
At the recent Jack Johnson show in St. Augustine, many concertgoers were rewarded with a reusable 

water bottle for their efforts to connect with local nonprofit groups, take environmental action, and support 
sustainable food systems and plastic-free initiatives. These water bottles came in handy since Jack and his 
crew have eliminated the use of single-use plastic water bottles on tour, instead providing water refill sta-
tions.

St. Johns Riverkeeper, Keepers of the Coast, Matanzas Riverkeeper, Head Count, Surfrider Founda-
tion, and Ocean Youth were all featured organizations at the concert. Jack himself came out and addressed 
the volunteers and staff from these nonprofits, explaining that his tour was intended to raise awareness for 
them and their causes, not his music. Each of the groups received a $500 donation, a pair of tickets to the 
sold-out show to help raise additional funds, the chance for a matching grant of up to $2,500, the oppor-
tunity to upload videos and pictures to his All At Once website, and a table in the Village Green during the 
preshow. Concertgoers were then encouraged to visit each booth and take an environmental action in order 
to receive rewards. 

grEEn touring
There is more to green touring that what is obvious to his fans at the main event. The Jack Johnson 

entourage arrived in four vehicles fueled by biodiesel, and carbon offsets were purchased to compensate 
for the carbon footprint of the tour. Further, concertgoers are asked to purchase carbon offsets, and a booth 
is set up at every show where people can pick the project they most want to support. Carpooling is encour-
aged through the Jack Johnson Ride-Share Program on ZimRide. Patrons that biked to the show received 
a free Kleen Kanteen water bottle upon their arrival. In keeping with the All At Once goal, these impacts are 
tracked throughout the tour to demonstrate how collective action can result in significant change.

With a heavy emphasis on locally-grown food, the Jack Johnson show offered some of the best con-
cert food you will ever find, such as St. Augustine’s own Mojos Tacos and St. Augustine Candy and Nuts. 
All tour merchandise was made from sustainable materials, with a focus on reusable and renewable items, 
including upcycled tote bags, recycled paper tour posters, and 100% organic cotton t-shir ts. 

As if paving the way in green touring weren’t enough, Jack Johnson has taken his record label 
Brushfire Records to the next level, as well. Headquartered in a newly-renovated green building, Brushfire 
Records includes solar panels that power the offices and studio, interior/exterior wall insulation made from 
100% post-consumer waste (cotton from blue jean scraps), a Duro-Last green roof, and recycled shingles.

St. auguStinE ampithEatrE
The summer headline tour in support of “From Here To Now To You” made only one Florida appear-

ance, because our St. Augustine Amphitheater could meet his environmental requirements, including paper-
less entry into the venue. The tour crew worked with the Ampitheatre staff to make every effort towards a 
zero-waste event through recycling, composting, and other waste diversion efforts to reduce the amount of 
waste headed for the landfill. Johnson’s tour organizers work to change out lighting and implement energy 
efficiency technologies at every venue, creating lasting change likely to reach more audiences in the future.

Thanks to the Jack Johnson tour stopping here in Florida, we will see lasting green impacts for 
months and even years to come. 

trEading LightLy
Jack Johnson’s Environmental Impact at the St. Augustine Amphitheater

BY SHANNON BLANKINSHIP

Time to reconnect 
with all that’s 
good for you.
Be inspired by health experts. 
Be smart with free screenings. 
Be pampered with a lovely gift 
bag. Be nourished with fresh 
food and the spirit of women.

August 23, 2014
7:30am to 3:30pm
Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront

Tickets $35
Call 904.549.2938 or go to wjct.org/swh

h o s t e d  b y f e a t u r e d  s p o n s o r s
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music events
brought to you by

June 1
Matt Hires/The Wild After/Kyle Cox Jack Rab-
bits, 398-7496
 
June 2
Mongoloids/ Rude Awakening/ Modern Pain/ 
Mean Streak Underbelly, 353-6067
American Aquarium/Bryce Alastair Band/ 
Scott Low Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
 
June 3
For the Fallen Dreams/ Obey The Brave/ I, 
the Breather/ Reflections Underbelly, 353-
6067
 
June 5
Andrew Jackson Jihad/ Cheap Girls/ Dog-
breath Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Darren Ronan/ Louie LeClaire/ Joey Kerr/ 
Shane Myers Mudville Music Room, 635-4167
Suzi Trash/ Electric Water/ The Super Super 
Funky Funk Burro Bar, 353-4686
 
June 6
Weezer St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Sons of Hippies/ Bask/ Appalacian Death 
Trap Burro Bar, 353-4686
Drive-By Truckers/ Water Liars Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall, 209-0399
Rickolus/ Lake Disney/ Ruffians Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Christopher Cross Metropolitan Park, 630-
0837
Scum/ Dmize/ Statik of RX Aqua, 334-2122
Appetite for Destruction/ Red, White & Crue/ 
Poison’d Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

Archnemesis 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
Second Shot Cliff’s Bar & Grill, 645-5162
 
June 7
P.S. Cancer Sucks benefit with Parkridge/ 
Rosedale/Winter Wave/ Attis on the Pine 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Boston St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Meredith Rae/Dalton Cry/ “Mrs. Kate” Car-
penter/ The Performers Academy Riverside 
Arts Market River Stage, 910-3383
Songwriter’s Circle Anniversary with Mike 
Shackelford/ Larry Mangum/ Jamie Defrates 
Mudville Music Room, 635-4167
Prime Trees/ Mystic Dino & guests Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Hot Daze & Cool Knights hosted by Matt 
Smith w/ DJ Snow/ Mas Appeal/ Robin Bankz 
Raindogs, 379-4969
Those Guys Cliff’s Bar & Grill, 645-5162
Dendera Bloodbath/ Boggsie Brigade/ King 
Plywood Burro Bar, 353-4686
Brian Simpson / Elan Trotman Ritz Jazz 
Jamm, 632-5555
 
June 8
Piazzolla & Dvorak Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 
209-0399
Animals As Leaders/ Conquering Dystopia/ 
Chon Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Violinist Philip Pan & members of the Jack-
sonville Symphony Orchestra Cummer Mu-
seum of Art & Gardens, 356-6857
The Sax Pack/ Bob Baldwin/ Clay Benjamin 
Jacksonville Beach Summer Jazz Series Sea-
Walk Pavilion, 247-6157

Music Through the Ages DUO PROTO All 
Saints Episcopal Church, 737-8488
Intermezzo Concert Main Library, Hicks Audi-
torium, 630-2665 

June 10
Arc/ Stones Burro Bar, 353-4686
Purple Fest w/ G-Mayn-Frost/ Askmeificare/ 
XXII/ Legit/ Infamous Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Outeredge/ The Paper Jets/ Ursa Minor Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
My Life with the Thrill Kill Kult/ DJ Toxic 
Rainbow Underbelly, 353-6067
A Hard Days Night Beatles Tribute Benefit 
Concert Mudville Music Room, 352-7008

June 11
Treehouse/ Sun Dried Vibes/ Who Rescued 
Who/ Danka Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Beartoe/ Paleface Underbelly, 353-6067
 
June 12
Acoustic Alchemy Ponte Vedra Concert Hall 
209-0399
Move Live Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS
Toots Lorraine & the Traffic Mudville Music 
Room, 635-4167
Jonathan Scales Fourchestra Underbelly, 
353-6067
 
June 13
Ottmar Liebert/ Luna Negra Ponte Vedra Con-

cert Hall, 209-0399
The Gonzo Tour w/ Foxy Shazam/ Larry & his 
Flask/ Speaking Cursive Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD
Midnite/ 100%/ St. Croix Roots Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Lefty Williams Band/ The Corbitt Brothers/ 
AppleButter Express Underbelly, 353-6067
Big Engine Cliff’s Bar & Grill, 645-5162
 
June 14
Counting Crows/ Toad the Wet Sprocket St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Florida Country Superfest w/Jason Aldean/ 
Eric Church/ Little Big Town/ Big & Rich w/ 
Cowboy Troy/ Colt Ford Everbank Field, 633-
6100
Jordan-Morgan Lansdowne/ Tropic of Can-
cer/ Monica da Silva with Chad Alger River-
side Arts Market River Stage, 910-3383
Shaun Peace Band Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
AMB/ Pray/ Razorz Edge Aqua, 334-2122
Rod MacDonald Mudville Music Room, 352-
7008
White Rhino Cliff’s Bar & Grill, 645-5162
 
June 15
Florida Country Superfest w/ Luke Bryan/ Mi-
randa Lambert/ Fla/Ga Line/ Easton Corbin/ 
Joe Nichols Everbank Field, 633-6100
Bane/ Code Orange Kids/ Give/ Rhythm of 
Fear Underbelly, 353-6067

Drive-By Truckers at Ponte 
Vedra Concert Hall June 6
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FOUR
CONVENIENT 

LOCATIONS

2752 Park Street

www.inkyfingers.biz

 
June 16
Future Aqua, 334-2122
 
June 17
The Rough & Tumble Burro Bar, 355-ARTS, 
353-4686
Plastic Planets (Mutemath of Blueman 
group)/ Sunspots & guests Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
 
June 18
Terravita/ J Rabbit/ Combustible Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
 
June 19
Goo Goo Dolls/ Daughtry/ Plain White T’s St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Rebecca Zapen/ Gypsy Star Mudville Music 
Room, 352-7008
Geri X/ Kevin Lee Newberry Burro Bar, 353-4686
ZOSO & guests Mavericks, 356-1110
Andy Grammer/ Jenni Reid Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
Humming House & guests Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
 

June 20
Okoa Refuse Benefit w/ Grey Paluszynski/ Be 
Easy Band Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Kid Slim/ Zero Calories/ Confession Kills/ 
jayeL/ Sean Picasso Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Don’t Call me Shirley Cliff’s Bar & Grill, 645-
5162

 
June 21
Mercygirl/ Whosever South Murray Hill The-
atre, 388-3179
World’s Fair/Two 9/ Denver Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Andy King’s Summer Soiree Mudville Music 
Room, 352-7008
The Just Jazz Quartet St. Mary’s Waterfront 
Park Amphitheater, (912) 882-4000
Black Creek Rizen Cliff’s Bar & Grill, 645-5162
Pam Affronti/ Dixie Rodeo/ Side Track/ Mike 
King Riverside Arts Market River Stage, 910-
3383
Vacation Club Underbelly, 353-6067
 
June 22
Paul McCartney Jacksonville Veterans Memo-
rial Area, 379-5196
Ben’s Memorial Benefit for Hope Foundation 
w/ Mr. Al Pete/ Dialectable/ M.J. Baker/ Mas 
Appeal/ FF JB/ Cheech/ Dillon/ Will Frazier 
Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
 

Goo Goo Dolls will be at the St. Augustine Amphitheatre June 19

Flagship Romance at Mudville Music Room June 27
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dig the PIG

113 e. bay street - jacksonville

UNDERBELLYfor complete show listings 
check out our website at
www.underbellylive.com

 JUNE 2,   THE MONGOLOIDS / RUDE AWAKENING / MODERN PAIN / 
 MEAN STREAK @6:00PM $10 ADVANCE 

JUNE 3,  FOR THE FALLEN DREAMS / OBEY THE BRAVE / 
  I THE BREATHER / REFLECTIONS @6:00PM $13 ADVANCE 

JUNE 10,   THRILL KILL KULT 

 JUNE 11,   BEARTOE / PALEFACE 

JUNE 13,   THE CORBITT BROTHERS / LEFTY WILLIAMS / 
 APPLEBUTTER EXPRESS 

JUNE 15,   BANE / CODE ORANGE KIDS / GIVE / RHYTHM OF FEAR 
 @6:30PM $15 TICKETS

DJs Battle for Hip-Hop Glory
event: “Hot Daze & Cool Knights” and “Haterfree Soundclash 2”
Date: June 7 (“Hot Daze”) & June 21 (Haterfree)
venue: Rain Dogs
tickets: Free
contact: (904) 470-9230

Hip-hop is a diverse art form that has grown to encompass all musical instruments 
and vir tually every creative discipline over the past 40 years. But, at its core, hip-hop cul-
ture is built around the DJ, going back to the original masters who laid the form’s founda-
tions in the early 1970s.

The Haterfrees return to Rain Dogs this month with two big shows presented by New 
Style, Inc. The first, “Hot Daze & Cool Knights” is scheduled for Saturday, June 7, while the 
second, “Haterfree Soundclash 2,” throws down Saturday, June 21, at Rain Dogs, 1045 
Park Street in Riverside. Call (904)470-9230 for information.

“Hot Daze & Cool Knights” presents a stacked lineup co-hosted by Hater Free founder 
DJ Mat Smith and Orlando’s DJ Snow. There will also be live music by the Haterfrees, com-
prised of Will Doty and Alex “AK” Kearson, who’s also known for his work in Cosmic Pimps 
and Big Band Theory. Hot Daze will also feature the skills of two of the city’s best-known 
MCs: Mas Appeal, a co-founder of Simple Complexity, and Robin Bankz, one of the most 
decorated battle-rappers in the entire southeast. There is no cover charge for this event.

“Haterfree Soundclash 2” will feature an epic DJ battle featuring Jacksonville’s own 
DJ Shotgun facing off against DJ Lord. DJ Shotgun has been active in the southeast DJ 
scene for over two decades, hosting and winning many battles. He’s also the co-founder of 
the boutique clothing line Bofresco. Products from the region’s rising label will be available 
along with Hater Free gear and other swag. Artwork for the Hater Free products is created 
by hand by regional artists including Kes, Ato (W.O.W. Crew, Miami), Oxegen and Thursto, 
then printed/embroidered locally, as well.

DJ Lord is known as one of the country’s best turntablists. Born in Savannah, he is 
best-known for his lengthy association with hip-hop legends Public Enemy. Lord has been 
their DJ for 15 years, but in that time he’s also made his own name in competitions as a 
three-time Kool Mixx Battle Champion and a two Disco Mix Club (DMC) U.S. Finalist. DJ 
Lord’s busy schedule keeps him on the road touring with Public Enemy, but he is always 
down to join the Hater Frees for a night of high-quality, positive music.

Hosted by DJ Mat Smith, the event also showcases the stylings of Dialectable Beats, 
noted skateboarder, mixtape producer, and a veteran of the NE Florida hip-hop scene who 
performs at Rain Dogs every Saturday. DJ Mat Smith produced the first Hater Free event in 
historic Five Points in July 2010. Subsequent shows have been held at places like Birdies, 
Burro Bar, Kabre Cyntanna’s “Sidewalk Sessions,” Lomax Lodge, Underbelly, and UNF.

The Hater Frees are also a regular presence at Artwalk, and they also performed at 
the Carling during One Spark 2013. The list of artists that performed at past Hater Free 
functions include some of the region’s most skilled singers, DJs, rappers, and dancers like 
Christina Wagner, Chopp, City Street Breakers, Dub Theorist, Allan “Giz Roc” Oteyza, Ken-
ski, DJ B-Ryan, DJ DOTS, DJ Snow, DJ Sureshot, Heavy Flow, Kesroc, Mal Jones, Patrick 
McMillan, Rak 47, Shank Sinatra, Strife, Tin Man, and DJ Vendetta. Based on the success of 
past events, the upcoming shows at Rain Dogs should not be missed.

- by LIZA MItChELL
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June 25
Cranford Hollow Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
 
June 26
Summer Horns w/ Dave Koz & Friends/ Mindi 
Abair/ Gerald Albright/ Richard Elliot Florida 
Theatre, 355-ARTS
Jim Carrick/ Maja Giatana Mudville Music 
Room, 352-7008
 
June 27
Flagship Romance Mudville Music Room, 
635-4167
Rebelution/ Iration/ The Green/ Stick Figure/ 
DJ Mackle St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-
0367
Seven Handle Circus Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Shot Down in Flames (AC/DC tribute)/ Rock 
it to Russia (Ramones tribute) Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
Super Natural Cliff’s Bar & Grill, 645-5162
 
June 28
Sosos/ Rusty Shine Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
The Wholetones/ the Wilder Sons Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Americana in the Garden w/ Canary in the 
Coalmine/ Four Families/ Jacksonville Old 
Time Jam Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, 
356-6857
White Rhino Cliff’s Bar & Grill, 645-5162
Ciaran Sontag/Blue Muse/ Tom Kay Riverside 
Arts Market River Stage, 910-3383
 
June 29
The Woodgrains/ The Violent 5 Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

pJ morton of maroon 5 at 1904
event: PJ Morton

Date: June 28 at 7:30pm

venue: 1904 Music Hall at 19 N. Ocean Street

tickets: Start at $20

contact: www.pjmortonjax.com

PJ Morton of Maroon 5 and YMCMB will be 
live in concert Saturday, June 28, at 1904 Music 
Hall located at 19 N. Ocean Street in downtown 
Jacksonville. Morton won a Grammy in 2003 for 
his collaboration with India Arie and was nomi-
nated for two Grammy Awards in 2014.

Morton has performed as an independent 
artist for many years, but in the past few years 
he has also joined Maroon 5 as a keys player 
and background vocalist. He will be joined by 
Jacksonville’s own Joy Dennis and Fusebox 
Funk. Advanced tickets are $20 for general ad-
mission and $25 at the door. VIP tickets are also 
available. For tickets go to www.pjmortonjax.com/.

The 33-year-old New Orleans native and Young Money Entertainment artist will also 
appear June 29 in The Annie Russell Theatre at Rollins College in Winter Park followed by 
a performance June 30 at the Stage in Miami. He will also appear July 5 at the Essence 
Music Fest in his hometown of New Orleans.

Paul Morton Jr., better known as PJ Morton, officially signed to Lil Wayne’s label, 
Young Money Entertainment, in January, 2012. The pair collaborated on Morton’s single 
“Lover” that same year. He also recorded a track called ‘Heavy’ featuring Adam Levine and 
James Valentine of Maroon 5. Morton’s hit single ‘Only One’ was released on January 28, 
2013, on his first YMCMB album “New Orleans” and features the legendary Stevie Wonder. 
The project was nominated for a Grammy in 2014 and is available for preview at www.
pjmortononline.com. To date, he has released four critically acclaimed studio albums and 
regularly works with fellow musicians including the iconic India Arie, most recently LL Cool 
J, and Jagged Edge, when he is not in the studio or on tour with the pop-rock band Maroon 
5. He was first approached about auditioning for the band in 2010 by his friend and Maroon 
5’s musical director Adam Blackstone.

Morton also won a Grammy Award for his songwriting and production of India Arie’s 
‘Interested’ and has produced and written for musicians such as Monica, Jermaine Dupri 
and gospel musician Fred Hammond. In 2009, he published a book titled “Why Can’t I Sing 
About Love?” Morton’s solo work won the attention of Young Money’s President, Mack 
Maine, who signed him to his production company, Sooth Your Soul, and Young Money in 
2011. Maine immediately recognized Morton’s talent, along with Cash Money Records’ 
co-CEOs Ronald “Slim” Williams and Bryan “Birdman” Williams, and Young Money’s head, 
Lil Wayne.

“I signed PJ because his music does not just soothe your ears, it soothes your soul. 
His music truly impacts your emotions and gets into your mind,” says Maine. “We have 
known PJ is a special artist for many years and now with Young Money Entertainment be-
ing able to share his music at large, the whole world will get to know.”

- by LIZA MItChELL

Damn Good
   

DINNER
Dim Sum

THURSDAY, JUNE 26
7PM AT BLUE BAMBOO

GASTROJAX, INC. PRESENTS

WWW.GASTROFEST.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
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UPCOMING CONCERTS
July 12  Lil Boosie Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center, 859-1139

July 13     Nick Colionne/Jessy J/Nate Mitchell SeaWalk Pavilion, 247-6157     

July 15   Dave Matthews Band Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309

July 15     Ray LaMontagne Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS

July 20     American Idol Live! St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

July 25   John Legend St. Augustine Amphitheater, 471-1965

July 26     Emmylou Harris Times-Union Center, 633-6110

July 26     Sara Bareilles St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

July 27  Fall Out Boy St. Augustine Amphitheater, 209-0367

July 30  Soulshine Tour: Michael Franti & Spearhead/SOJA/Brett Dennen/Trevor

 Hall St. Augustine Amphitheater, 209-0367

July 31   Gavin DeGraw/Matt Nathanson St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

Aug. 2        Dirty Heads/Pepper/Aer St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

Aug. 3        Maxwell Times-Union Center, 633-6110

Aug. 9   Elvis Anniversary Bash Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Aug. 10  Crosby, Stills & Nash St. Augustine Amphitheater, 471-1965

Aug. 16   Panic! At the Disco St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965

Aug. 19    The Offspring/Bad Religion/Pennywise/Fear St. Augustine Amphitheatre,         

     209-0367

Aug. 24    Bob Weir & Ratdog/Chris Robinson Brotherhood St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 

 209-0367

Sept. 7     3 Doors Down Acoustic Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Sept. 7   ZZ Top and Jeff Beck St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965

Sept.13   1964: The Tribute Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Sept. 14    Sheryl Crow Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS

Oct. 10     John Betsch/Longineu Parsons Riverside Fine Art Series, 389-6222

Oct. 19    Motley Crue/Alice Cooper Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-3900

Oct. 21   Los Lonely Boys Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Oct. 23     Andy McKee Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0399

Oct. 24   Anjelah Johnson Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Nov 15   Celtic Thunder – Symphony Tour Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Dec. 16   Peter White/Rick Braun/Mindi Abair Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Dec. 17   Joe Bonamassa Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Dave Matthews Band

MojoBBQ.com
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JUNE moviEs

Now Showing
A Million Ways to Die in the West Seth Mac-
Farlane directs, produces, co-writes and plays 
the role of the cowardly sheep farmer Albert. 
After Albert backs out of a gunfight, his fickle 
girlfriend leaves him for another man. When 
a mysterious and beautiful woman rides into 
town, she helps him find his courage, and they 
begin to fall in love. But when her husband, 
a notorious outlaw, arrives seeking revenge, 
the farmer must put his newfound courage 
to the test. Starring: Seth MacFarlane, Charl-
ize Theron, Liam Neeson, Amanda Seyfried, 
Giovanni Ribisi, Sarah Silverman, Neil Patrick 
Harris. Rated R

Maleficent The untold story of Disney’s most 
iconic villain from the 1959 classic Sleep-
ing Beauty. A beautiful, pure-hearted young 
woman, Maleficent has an idyllic life growing 
up in a peaceful forest kingdom, until one day 
an invading army threatens the harmony of the 
land. Maleficent rises to be the land’s fiercest 
protector, but she ultimately suffers a ruthless 
betrayal—an act that begins to turn her pure 
heart to stone. Bent on revenge, Maleficent 
faces an epic battle with the invading king’s 
successor and, as a result, places a curse 
upon his newborn infant Aurora. As the child 
grows, Maleficent realizes that Aurora holds 
the key to peace in the kingdom—and per-
haps to Maleficent’s true happiness as well. 
Starring: Angelina Jolie, Sharlto Copley, Elle 
Fanning, Sam Riley, Imelda Staunton, Juno 
Temple, Lesley Manville. Showing in 3D. Rated 
PG

June 6
Edge Of Tomorrow Tom Cruise is back and 
this time locked in a time-warp. The epic ac-
tion unfolds in a near future in which an alien 
race has hit the Earth in an unrelenting assault, 
unbeatable by any military unit in the world. 
Lt. Col. Bill Cage (Cruise) is an officer who 
has never seen a day of combat when he is 

unceremoniously dropped into what amounts 
to a suicide mission. Killed within minutes, 
Cage now finds himself inexplicably thrown 
into a time loop—forcing him to live out the 
same brutal combat over and over, fighting and 
dying again…and again. But with each battle, 
Cage becomes able to engage the adversar-
ies with increasing skill, alongside Special 
Forces warrior Rita Vrataski (Blunt). And, as 
Cage and Vrataski take the fight to the aliens, 
each repeated encounter gets them one step 
closer to defeating the enemy. Based on the 
acclaimed novel All You Need is Kill by Hiroshi 
Sakurazaka. Starring: Tom Cruise, Emily Blunt, 
Bill Paxton, Jeremy Piven. (3D/2D theaters and 
IMAX 3D) Rated PG-13
 
The Fault In Our Stars Hazel and Gus are two 
extraordinary teenagers who share an acerbic 
wit, a disdain for the conventional, and a love 
that sweeps them – and us – on an unforget-
table journey. Their relationship is all the more 
miraculous, given that they met and fell in love 
at a cancer support group. The Fault in Our 
Stars, based upon the number-one bestselling 
novel by John Green, explores the funny, thrill-
ing and tragic business of being alive and in 
love. Starring: Shailene Woodley, Ansel Elgort, 
Willem Dafoe, Nat Wolff, Laura Dern, Sam 
Trammell, Mike Birbiglia, Emily Peachey. Rated 
PG-13
 

June 13
22 Jump Street After making their way through 
high school (twice), big changes are in store 
for officers Schmidt and Jenko when they go 
deep undercover at a local college. But when 
Jenko meets a kindred spirit on the football 
team, and Schmidt infiltrates the bohemian art 
major scene, they begin to question their part-
nership. Now they don’t just have to crack the 
case, they have to figure out if they can have 
a mature relationship. If these two overgrown 
adolescents can grow from freshmen into real 
men, college might be the best thing that ever 
happened to them. Starring: Jonah Hill, Chan-
ning Tatum, Ice Cube. Rated R

 
How To Train Your Dragon 2 The thrilling 
second chapter of the epic How to Train Your 
Dragon trilogy returns to the fantastical world 
of the heroic Viking Hiccup and his faithful 
dragon Toothless. The inseparable duo must 
protect the peace – and save the future of men 
and dragons from the power-hungry Drago. 
Featuring voices of: Jay Baruchel, Gerard 
Butler, Kit Harington, Cate Blanchett, Djimon 
Honsou, Craig Ferguson, America Ferrera, Jo-
nah Hill, Christopher Mintz-Plasse, T.J. Miller, 
Kristen Wiig. (3D/2D theaters and IMAX 3D) 
Rated PG

 

June 20
Jersey Boys Clint Eastwood’s big screen 
version of the Tony Award-winning musical 
tells the story of the four young men from the 
wrong side of the tracks in New Jersey who 
came together to form the iconic ‘60s rock 
group The Four Seasons. Their trials and tri-
umphs are accompanied by the hit songs that 
influenced a generation, and are now being 
embraced by a new generation of fans through 
the stage musical. Starring: John Lloyd Young, 
Erich Bergen, Vincent Piazza, Michael Lomen-
da, Christopher Walken. Rated R
 
Think Like A Man Too In the highly anticipated 
sequel, which was inspired by Steve Harvey’s 
best-selling book Act Like a Lady, Think Like A 
Man, all the couples are back for a wedding in 
Las Vegas. But plans for a romantic weekend 
go awry when their various misadventures get 
them into some compromising situations that 
threaten to derail the big event. Starring: Adam 
Brody, Michael Ealy, Jerry Ferrara, Meagan 
Good, Regina Hall, Dennis Haysbert, Taraji P. 
Henson, Terrence J, Jenifer Lewis, Romany 
Malco, Wendi McLendon-Covey, Gary Owen, 
Gabrielle Union, David Walton, Kevin Hart. 
Rated PG-13

June 27 
Transformers: Age of Extinction In this fourth 
installment of the live-action Transformers film 
series Mark Wahlberg stars in the lead role. A 
sequel to Transformers: Dark of the Moon, the 
film takes place four years after the invasion of 
Chicago. Like its predecessors, the film is di-
rected by Michael Bay and executive produced 
by Steven Spielberg. This is the first film in the 
series to feature an entirely new cast and the 
first to feature the Dinobots. Returning Trans-
formers include Optimus Prime, Bumblebee 
and Ratchet. The film is set for release on June 
27 in IMAX and 3D. Starring: Mark Wahlberg, 
Nicola Peltz, Jack Reynor. Not Yet Rated
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Riverton Tower Riverton TowerRiverton Tower
Independent Senior Living on the beautiful St. Johns River, 

located in the Historical District of Arlington

Studio, one and two bedroom, two bath 
apartment homes nestled in a quiet river 

setting showcasing both skyline and harbor 
views for mature adults 55 and above. Rental 
rates include major utilities!  No pets please.

Call Riverton Tower Leasing Office for more information • http://rt.jones.edu

(904) 743-5090

December 2011 was a good time for 
Jacksonville. I moved here from Norfolk, VA, 
and the Sun-Ray Cinema opened in Five Points. 
As Andre Maurois remarked, “In literature, as 
in love, we are astonished at what is chosen by 
others.” This taken in combination with John 
Waters’ quote, “Life is nothing if you’re not ob-
sessed,” is an apt assessment of the dedica-
tion, magic, and weirdness that emanates from 
Tim Massett and Shana David-Massett’s the-
ater. This neighborhood movie theater opened 
in 1927 as the Five Points Theatre. It actually 
debuted 8 months prior to the Florida Theatre 
making it the oldest running film emporium in 
town. Today the Sun-Ray has two auditoriums 
that allow a variety of film offerings.

The internet provides useful informa-
tion, carefully curated blogs to showcase the 
uniqueness, endless photographs of meals 
pre-mastication, and of course a non-stop 
depository of media. As it is convenient, and 
by and large, free, many people consume vora-
ciously from the seemingly endless black hole 
of content. For a neighborhood movie theater 
in the present day to thrive is a bit like a flower 
blooming in the desert. 

The wonder of Sun-Ray Cinema is in their 
variety. I don’t just mean the ever-growing and 
always delicious menu of savory foods and 
exotic toppings. Nor am I referring to the local 
Sweet Pete’s candies, Bold City/Intuition beers 
or the compulsively drinkable Green Room 
Count Shaka-U-La available. The real reason 
for my passion for their cinema is the eclectic 
offerings of film, live musical performances, 
and cult celebrities who have graced their 
humble building. From the legendary Richard 
Hell, (Television, Voidoids); Radical Faerie/
producer, actor, John Cameron Mitchell; age-
less weirdo, Crispin Hellion Glover; and most 
recently, Tony Revolori, of Grand Budapest 
Hotel fame, Sun-Ray continues to surprise and 
delight Jacksonville with their ability to bring in 
the talent in addition to the celluloid. A slightly 
increased and very reasonable ticket price al-

Sun-Ray LoveS you, Too

lows viewers to interact in person or even via 
Skype with directors, actors, and various lu-
minaries for a one of a kind experience at their 
local movie house.

Documentaries, foreign films, indepen-
dent films, and every so often, a big budget 
superhero film make their way across the cozy 
screens of the Sun-Ray Cinema. Both Tim and 
Shana, the shamans behind the curtain, made 
their way across North America: San Fran-
cisco, Austin, New York, Boston, Duluth and 
a brief jaunt to Winnipeg to get hitched before 
settling down in Jacksonville and gracing us 
with their vision. Thankfully, Jacksonville was 
happy to oblige. Combining savings, loans, 
and $21,000 of crowdsourced funds, Sun-Ray 
was born. In his own words, Tim has said 
Jacksonville has become his Baltimore. We are 
lucky to have acolytes of Mr. John Waters at 
the cultural helm of Five Points and can expect 
many more miracles to be performed. A small 
weekend music/film festival is slated for 2015 
and the future looks bright, even in the shade 
of the Sun-Ray Cinema. You can find Sun-Ray 
on Facebook, check the EU website, or take 
a jaunt through Five Points to stay abreast of 
current and upcoming events.

Some upcoming ShowS
Locke June 6th 
waLking The camino June 10th
22 Jump STReeT June 13th
RogeR BeeBe pReSenTS The ShoRT woRk of 
RogeR BeeBe June 19th 7:15pm
BReadcRumB TRaiL June 26th 7:15pm (one 
night only)
oBviouS chiLd June 27th
a haRd day’S nighT (newLy ReSToRed) July 
4th weekend
heLLion August 8th (Directed by Jax Native 
Kat Candler)
Boyhood August 8th 

BY ERIN TUZUNER
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A few months ago, Springfield resident Kamron Perry posted a question on her Facebook page 
asking if anyone knew of a local podcast that talked about downtown Jacksonville’s culture. Upon 
seeing that there were no satisfactory responses to her inquiry, her friend Shannon Crisp responded, 
“let’s just start our own.” Throw in their friend, Toni Rachal, who had just returned from Los Angeles, 
and in a short period of time the trio were churning out a podcast of their own. They called it Jax 
Core, and they cover just the sort of Duval-centric topics in which they are interested.

“We decided just to jump into it and learn and grow as we went along, instead of waiting to start 
recording after all the polish was developed. We’ve been lucky to have a lot of people help us along 
the way with equipment and advice,” says Perry. “I’ve always had a passion for Jacksonville and tell-
ing people about all it has to offer,” adds Crisp. “With podcasts rising in popularity it seemed a natural 
medium to continue doing that.”

The show approaches these topics with a ‘conversation style,’ and interviews local people of 
interest such as community leaders, musicians, artists, innovators, and creative entrepreneurs. The 
topics include nightlife, festivals, public transportation, business developments, and even occasion-
ally touches on the political.

 “We keep up with politics that affect these things, such as the current legislation regarding 
the craft brewery industry in Florida,” says Perry. “We also occasionally do fun historic spotlights. 
Around St. Patrick’s Day when everything booze-related, including brewery legislation, was hot, Toni 
did a piece on the history of prohibition in Jacksonville.”

Perry, Rachal, and Crisp will rotate their own homes for recordings or take the talk to the streets 
if the situation dictates. During the recent One Spark Opening Ceremony, they recorded on location 
at a rooftop overlooking Hemming Plaza. Utilizing their multidirectional microphone, they’ve also re-
corded outside of Chamblin’s Uptown and even on downtown trolleys.

Perry thinks that their podcast is unique, in that it fills a void that existed in the local podcast 
community, and, since it is hosted by three different people, it gives a wide range of perspectives. 
Though Perry, Rachal, and Crisp all come from very different backgrounds, with ages that span from 
25 to 38, they all share one very important commonality: they all love Duval with a burning passion. 
Aiming to avoid becoming the rambling mess that some podcasts can become, they also try to hone 
in on one particular area of interest per episode.

“I don’t know if anyone is currently doing a podcast focusing on the urban core,” says Crisp. 
“If not, that’s a niche for us. I like how focused and specific we are. You know exactly what to expect 
from us. It’s in our name.” Available for download at jaxcore.blogspot.com every Thursday or more 
frequently if there are big events, the Jax Core podcast is a playlist must-listen.

Jax Core
Local podcast focuses on development and 

culture in downtown Jacksonville
BY RICHARD DAVID SMITH III

The Jax Core team recording with members of We Are Straight Allies!
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Sculpting®

Cool
INCLUDES:

• 3ML Latisse Kit (full size)
• 5ML Latisse Kit (full size)

• Skin Medica Vitalize Chemical Peel 
• Micro-Dermabrasion

• Award Winning Product Swag Bag 
• 2 Premier Movie Tickets

• Fred Astaire Couples Dance Lesson 
• and Lunch on the River

New Line, 
More Products, 

Powerful Results

$85 3mL

RX Included 
Grows Eyelashes Longer, 

Thicker and Darker

$150 5mL

Non-Invasive! No Down Time!
Call For Details

YOU’LL LOVE IT!

SCULPT 
YOURSELF THIN

BY ZEIN OBAGI, MD

ZO®SKIN
HEALTH

MM14170

Board Certified by American 
Board of Plastic Surgery

MeMber of the AMericAn Society
for AeSthetic PlAStic Surgery

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

Member2 Shircliff Way | Suites 200-220 
(DePaul Professional Building)

1 Block from Riverside Ave. at Barrs St.
ClaymanPlasticSurgery.com

MyMiracleSpa.com

904.222.8542

LIGHTEN, BRIGHTEN, TIGHTEN

PEEL DEALS - LOVE YOUR LOOK!
Add 

Micro-Dermabrasion 
and/or

 Derma-Planing 
for $25 each

 (reg. $100 each)

GLYCOLIC
PEEL
$50

VITALIZE
PEEL
$125

REJUVENIZE
PEEL
$150

BOTOX... $300
ANY 2 AREAS (Both Crows Feet = 1 Area).

First Time Clients Receive 99% Glycolic Peel 

Now You’re a Wrinkle Free VIP

Check Your VIP Account for Coupons

$500

SPECIALIZING IN:
Breast Enlargements · Face Lifts · Eyelids · Liposuction · Rhinoplasty

Tummy Tucks · Botox® · Juvéderm™ · Laser Hair Removal
Chemical Peels · Asian Double Eyelids · Medical Spa

VOTED BEST PLASTIC SURGEON 20 YEARS IN A ROW

1 syringe

Gift Certificates Available

LASER...
DON’T 
RAZOR!

*FREE WITH SPECIALS: 
Brunch at Metro Diner, 

Lunch at Bistro-Aix, 
2 Premiere Movie Tickets, and... 

A Very Special Gift!
Call For Details

Fabulous Escape* $200
Couples Getaway* $195
Women’s Special* $129

Relaxation Retreat* $129

All Injectables Done 

By Dr. Clayman!

MIA $115 • CLARISONIC •  PRO $175

 Juvéderm

$100 SPECIALS

BODY WRAP WITH FACIAL

GLYCOLIC FACIAL PEEL (2)

LIQUID SMILE (AT HOME)
BYE BYE EYE BAGS

HOT STONE MASSAGE

ENDERMOLOGIE (2)

CELLULITE SOLUTION

HYPERBARIC CHAMBER (2)

WOW SMILE (IN OFFICE)
MICRO-DERMABRASION

FREEDOM TO LOOK YOUNG... AGAIN

DE
AL OF THE DECADE

Reg. 
$600

Follow us 
on Facebook 

& Win

$249

(904) 208-2727
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