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It was a humble beginning, as beginnings go. The auspicious sweep 
of land nestled along the dunes of Jacksonville Beach held the city’s 
future within the dense, oak scrub. It was difficult to imagine that one 
day folks from all over would flock to the shores and that unassuming 
stretch of land would evolve into a flourishing entertainment mecca. 

The first settlers of Jacksonville Beach, known originally as Ruby 
Beach and later Pablo Beach, created the template for a thriving 
metropolis within the 10 blocks between Beach Boulevard to 6th 
Avenue North. Over the years, the area blossomed from a bustling, 
seaside, railroad community to a booming, tourist destination, worthy of 
its captures on vintage postcards.

UNDER THE BOARDWALK
Jacksonville Beachfront Promenade – Now & Then

 

By Liza MitcheLL

Source: Boston Public Library



It was still a fledgling city in the late 40s and early 50s, when tourism provided a significant boon 
to the economy. When one impresario would fall victim to the times, another would be there to grab the 
baton and sprint ahead. In the spirit of Dickens, it was the best of times that eventually collapsed under the 
weight of its own prosperity. But for a young man named Fred “Frenchy” Le Grand, the boardwalk offered 
the chance for a brand new life. Le Grand was just 15 when he left his home in Detroit, Michigan. When 
he headed south for the Atlantic coast, he found a new family in the traveling amusement workers whose 
nomadic existence proved enticing to the hardscrabble teen. The kaleidoscopic atmosphere of the carnival 
world also offered its own brand of comfort to the boy, said by family to have been run out of the house by 
his own father.

“I never did get the skinny on that,” says his son, Ron Le Grand. Nicknamed Frenchy, the runaway 
teen quickly took to the rigors of carnival life, working his way through the ropes until he was finally able to 
acquire one, and then another, and then another ride, until he amassed his own amusement park along the 
boardwalk. Families, tourists and the sailors docked in Mayport flocked to the area for the panoramic views 
of the ocean from atop the Ferris wheel, the thrills of roaring around the roller coaster’s peaks and valleys 
and taking a spin on the merry-go-round. Frenchy Le Grand owned and operated most of the rides and 
games throughout the 50s and 60s, when Hurricane Dora washed ashore and swept away a chunk of the 
boardwalk’s businesses. Le Grand did what he always did and started over.

The elder Le Grand was a boardwalk fixture for those in need of a listening ear, as well as for those 
seeking entertainment. Ron Le Grand recalls city dignitaries gathering down at the boardwalk to shoot 
the breeze. One particular official spent a great deal of time airing out his problems to Frenchy, whose 
unsolicited silence signaled an unspoken pinkie swear of discretion. Ron Le Grand was about 12 and 
remembers sitting between his father and the mayor at the time. “The mayor said ‘thanks for helping me 
solve my problems’, and my dad didn’t even say a word,” Ron Le Grand says. “He was a great listener.”

Ron eventually became a restaurateur, owning and operating Le Grand’s Steakhouse, an establishment 
festooned with photographs and carnival memorabilia paying tribute to his family’s amusement heritage, 
but in his youth he worked the games with his father, sometimes up to 14 hours a day, seven days a week. 
He earned a modest paycheck of $20 a week for his efforts, but he came away rich with the experience 
that only growing up a Carny Brat can bring. The younger Le Grand was in charge of sweeping up under 
the rides like the Bullet that flipped the riders upside down. “It shook all the money out of their pockets,” he 
says. “Every night was pay day. It was like printing money, as I recall.”

Not everyone was a fan of the boardwalk’s carnival atmosphere. A devastating fire claimed a sizable 
portion of the boardwalk in the mid 60s. Ron Le Grand says that to his dying day his father believed it was 
set deliberately by someone who wanted to develop the oceanfront property for other ventures. Despite his 
close ties to many of them, city officials did not allow him to rebuild, thus closing a memorable chapter in 
the city’s history. Ron Le Grand fondly recalls his memories of Jacksonville Beach when families, sailors 
and tourists alike would be stacked “elbow to elbow like a football game.” He looks back to the Opening of 
the Beaches Parade, sitting atop a carousel horse on his father’s parade float as the Lone Ranger. They took 
home first prize. “I remember it like it was yesterday, but when it changed it went quick,” Ron says.

The city closed the beach to automobiles, which, according to the Le Grand family, prompted a 
downward turn in the city’s economy. “Back when you could drive on the beach, that’s what brought the 
people to the beach,” Ron Le Grand says. “With the amusement rides down, that’s when the transformation 
happened from a vital, entertainment community to what it is now. At least they can’t ever take the ocean 
away.”

Frenchy Le Grand stayed true to his roots, working at various amusement parks throughout the 
Greater Jacksonville area. “This was what he did all of his life,” says his son. “I never saw him take a 
vacation.” The elder Le Grand remained an active member of the community of carnival workers up until his 
death at the age of 82, on August 22, 1993.

The face of Jacksonville Beach is nearly unrecognizable from its early days. After the carnival 
atmosphere dimmed, and the rides disappeared one by one, the tone of the boardwalk shifted, making way 
for hotels, restaurants and tacky tourist fare. Gone were the bumper cars and boardwalk arcades, but the 
legacy of Frenchy Le Grand lives forever in the annals of Jacksonville Beach history.
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“With the 
amusement rides 
down, that’s when 
the transformation 
happened from a 
vital, entertainment 
community to what it 
is now. At least they 
can’t ever take the 
ocean away.”

Above: as early as the 
1920s cars lined Pablo 
Beach in front the 
infamous boardwalk.

Left: Built relatively close 
to land but on the pier 
nonetheless was a large 
dance pavilion, La Presa. 
the dance hall hosted 
some of the best bands 
of the time and was the 
highlight of evening 
entertainment for many 
years until it caught fire 
in 1962 and was never 
re-built.

in 1949 the boardwalk 
lost its most distinctive 
ride, the roller coaster, 
which was torn down 
after the 1949 season in 
1950. any amusement 
park could have such 
rides as Ferris wheels, 
tilt-a-Whirl, bumper 
cars, the Bullet or 
Roll-O-Plane (pictured 
to the left), carousels, 
and children’s rides, 
but Jacksonville 
Beach’s boardwalk was 
distinctive because it 
had a huge coaster.
Source: Donald J. Mabry

Source: Boston Public Library

WANT TO KNOW mORE? 
Read: World’s Finest Beach: A Brief History of the Jacksonville Beaches by Donald J. Mabry. 
Go to: The Beaches History Musuem on Beach Boulevard.  
Search: Jacksonville Beaches History  at www.metrojacksonville.com
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Ponce De Leon’s Story  

BY LAURIE SHELDON

	 Ponce	De	Leon	did	not	return	to	Spain	after	sailing	on	Christopher	Columbus’s	second	

expedition	to	the	Americas	in	1493.	He	chose	to	stay	in	what	is	now	called	the	Dominican	Republic,	

where he first heard that a neighboring island (present-day Puerto Rico) had a good bit of gold. He 

took	the	island	using	brute	force	against	the	natives,	claimed	it	as	Spain’s	and	became	its	governor.	

He	was	just	getting	warmed	up.

 In 1513, he sailed northwest with a 200-man, 3-galleon crew from Puerto Rico, hoping to find 

and	conquer	Bimini,	a	Bahamian	island	purported	to	contain	riches	and	a	legendary	spring	that	gave	

people	eternal	life	and	health.	After	stopping	in	Grand	Turk	and	San	Salvador,	the	men	caught	sight	

of a low, flat stretch of land. It was Easter, April 2nd, “Pascua Florida,” a Spanish reference to the 

holiday as a combination of both religious and natural significance (the resurrection of Christ and 

the beginning of Spring/the season of flowering). In English, this translates as the “Feast of Flow-

ers.” Ponce claimed the land for Spain and named it “La Florida.” It is reported that when they went 

ashore,	they	knew	they	had	not	reached	Bimini,	which	was	rumored	to	be	inhabited,	because	they	

found	no	indications	of	village	life.

	 Less	than	a	week	later,	the	men	shipped	off	and	encountered	the	powerful	current	known	as	the	

Gulf Stream near Cape Canaveral (translated as the “cape of currents”). They sailed around the tip of 

the	peninsula	and	up	the	west	coast	a	touch,	where	they	got	into	a	riff	with	the	native	Calusa	tribe.	

The	men	left	shortly	thereafter,	and	eventually	made	their	way	back	to	Puerto	Rico.

 Still determined to find Bimini and the treasure it contained, Ponce went back to Spain and got 

financial backing from the king to settle and govern the “islands” of Florida and Bimini. King Ferdi-

nand	gave	it	the	thumbs	up	and	even	knighted	Ponce,	which	reinforced	the	conquistador’s	lust	for	

land and power. Then Ferdinand keeled over. This delayed Ponce’s return to the Caribbean for several 

years and made him antsy because he knew that other people had their eyes on these “islands” and 

would	jump	his	claim	if	the	territory	remained	unsettled.

Celebrating La Florida is brought to you by 	 In	1521,	Ponce	lead	a	group	of	200	men,	along	with	horses,	livestock	and	tools	to	work	the	land,	

back up the west coast of Florida. The Calusa had not softened over the years and fired a barrage 

of arrows at the would-be settlers when they went inland for fresh water. Many of the men were 

hit,	including	Ponce,	who	took	an	arrow	in	his	thigh.	The	mission,	apparently	a	bad	idea,	was	quickly	

aborted.	The	men	jumped,	limped	and	crawled	back	on	board	and	headed	for	Cuba,	where	Ponce	

eventually	died	as	a	result	of	his	wound.	

 Fast forward 500 years from that fated Easter day when Ponce set foot on the peninsula we 

now call home.  All this year, there have been activities across the state of Florida calling attention 

to this “anniversary” of sorts. And let’s face it--for a country that didn’t get the democratic ball rolling 

until	237	years	ago,	500	years	sounds	like	a	very	big	deal.
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 There are a total of four statues depicting 
Ponce de León on Florida’s Historic Coast.  
 Three can be found in St. Augustine. In 
front of St. Augustine’s Plaza de La Consti-
tución and across Avenida Menéndez from the 
Bridge of Lions stands a bronze statue of Juan 
Ponce de León. An identical statue and ped-
estal stands before the Cathedral of San Juan 
on the island of Puerto Rico, where he was 
governor before his momentous voyage. There 
is also a statue of Ponce de León looking over 
archeological sites at The Fountain of Youth 
Archeological Park just steps away from the 
landing spot of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, the 
city’s founder. At the northern entry on U.S. 
1 in St. Augustine, there are statues of both 
Juan Ponce de León and Pedro Menéndez de 
Avilés greeting motorists as they arrive to the 
nation’s oldest city.
 You’ll find the fourth Ponce at GTM 
Reserve’s Ponce de León 30°8´ Historical 
Site. The site, located north of St. Augustine near Ponte Vedra Beach, includes an official 
state historical marker, interpretive signage and a 15’ statue of Ponce de León gazing over 
the dunes. This permanent addition to the visitor experience recognizes the only surviving 
navigational reading of Ponce de León’s “Journey of Discovery,” taken the day prior to his 
landing on April 3, 1513, when he claimed La Florida for Spain.  
 The world-famous Ponce de León’s Fountain of Youth Archeological Park is located on 
15 acres of waterfront in St. Augustine. The park is documented to be the site of what was 
once a Timucuan Indian village and also the original St. Augustine settlement. It’s been the 
site of archeological studies since the 1930s.
 Recent archeological field studies at the park have targeted the Spanish Colonial era, 
and a “Discovery Globe” exhibit traces the routes Spanish explorers took across the Atlantic 
Ocean. The park also has a planetarium exhibit featuring the stars in the night sky as they 
appeared in 1513, when Ponce landed and claimed the land for Spain. In the Discovery 
Globe, it is explained that Ponce claimed all of North America, up to present-day Newfound-
land, for the Spanish crown.
 The Fountain of Youth Park, in conjunction with the St. Augustine Maritime Heritage 
Foundation and the St. Augustine Lighthouse, are building a replica of the type of ship Ponce 
sailed. The new boat-building operation, called a Haustiras, is located on the Fountain of 
Youth grounds. The Haustiras is a replica of an early piece of St. Augustine waterfront in the 
Spanish era, which began in 1565 when the city was founded on land where the Fountain of 
Youth sits today. For more, visit fountainofyouthflorida.com.

Finding La Florida
Where can you find Juan Ponce de León on Florida’s Historic Coast?

Ponce’s men meet the Calusa, from Dan Harmon’s Juan Ponce De Leon and the Search for the Fountain of Youth
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St. Augustine
St. Augustine offers a wealth of history as the nation’s oldest, perma-
nently occupied city. Today it stands as a tribute to its past, surviving 
five centuries, founded 42 years before the English colonized James-
town and 55 years before the pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock. Its 
history began with exploration, having been founded by the Spanish in 
1565. When Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles came ashore, he named a 
stretch of land near the inlet in honor of Augustine, a saint of the Ro-
man Catholic Church on whose feast day- August 28- land was sighted.

CASTILLO DE SAN MARCO 1 S. Castillo Drive (829-6506, www.nps.gov/casa) With its coquina 
exterior, impressive moat and authentic cannons, the fort is one of the city’s oldest relics, dating back 
to the 1500s. Construction of the masonry star fort began in 1672, 100 years after the settlement of 
St. Augustine. Coquina, Spanish for “small shells,” was made of ancient shells bonded together to 

form a type of stone similar to limestone. Native-American laborers and workers from Cuba built the 
fort using coquina quarried from the ‘King’s Quarry’ on Anastasia Island, in what is today Anastasia 
State Park across Matanzas Bay. The Castillo is the oldest masonry fort in the United States. During 
your visit to Castillo de San Marcos, there are many ways to explore the history of the park. Stroll 
through the fort’s casements and take in the exhibits. Brochures and maps are available to help 
guide you. Every hour a 25-minute video is shown that features cannon and musket firing sequences 
and outlines Castillo de San Marcos’s history. Rangers are on hand to give a variety of interpretive 
talks throughout the day on the history and culture of the park. Presentations by reenactors in period 
costumes give weapons demonstrations, as well as presentation on the life and experiences of the 
colonists. Amazing views of the city can be seen from the gun deck. Enjoy a restful break from 
sightseeing or a picnic in the fort’s green area. The Castillo de San Marcos is open to the public from 
8:45 am to 5:15 pm every day of the year except December 25. Admission for adults (16 and above) 
is $7, valid for 7 consecutive days, and children (15 and under) are free but must be accompanied by 
an adult. The park grounds are closed from midnight until 5:30 am. 
 
THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK 11 Magnolia Avenue (829-3168, 800-356-
8222, www.fountainofyouthflorida.com) The oldest attraction in Florida is located in the first-known 
area explored by Ponce de Leon and later settled by Pedro Menendez de Aviles in 1565. The property 
was purchased in the early 1900s by Dr. Luella Day McConnell, leading to the discovery and 
preservation of significant, historical artifacts such as the landmark cross and silver salt cellar. A two-
story globe tracks the voyage to the New World and the planetarium charts the exact constellation 
patterns that helped to guide explorers across the sea on April 2, 1513. The archaeological park sits 
along 15 acres of pristine Florida land and features a replica of a Timucuan village, live peacocks 
strolling the grounds, the spring house holding the original spring recorded in a 17th century land 
grant, navigator’s planetarium and Spanish outlook tower. Sample a taste from the natural spring 
well, fed directly from the Floridian aquifer, containing over 30 minerals believed to hold the secret to 
eternal youth. Tickets are $8-12, children under 5 are free. Open 9 am-6 pm daily. 
 
THE LIGHTNER MUSEUM 75 King Street (824-2874, www.lightnermuseum.org) Housed inside the 
Ponce, one of Henry Flagler’s former grand hotels, the Lightner Museum offers a glimpse into the 
many splendors of the Gilded Age with artifacts including cut glass, Victorian art glass, costumes, 

In Search of 
Our Founding

Florida’s history is as vast and deep as the Atlantic Ocean, which 
carried the first European explorers to our shores. In 1513, Spanish 
explorer Juan Ponce de Leon arrived on the Florida coast, setting in 
motion five centuries of discovery and achievement, which paved the 
way for present day La Florida. As we celebrate the Quincentennial 
Anniversary of La Florida, let us not forget there are permanent exhibits 
dedicated to preserving our historical abundance.

Brush up a bit on the state’s storied past at sites like www.
floridashistoriccoast.com and www.flheritage.com before you head out 
to see all the artifacts of our history, and prehistory which we’ve taken 
under cultural custodianship. 

Celebrating La Florida is brought to you by

Flagler College, the former Ponce de Leon Hotel

Fountain of Youth
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furnishings and mechanical musical instruments, all elegantly displayed on the museum’s three 
floors. It also features such novelties as an ancient mummy and a stuffed lion that once belonged to 
Winston Churchill. Chicago publisher Otto C. Lightner purchased the building to house his extensive 
collection of Victoriana in 1946 and opened the museum two years later. He later gave the museum 
to the city of St. Augustine. The building is currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Admission is $10 for adults, $6 for active military with ID, $5 for college students (with I.D.) and 
children ages 12-18. Children under 12 are free but must be accompanied by an adult. Open daily 
from 9 am-5 pm.
 
FLAGLER COLLEGE 74 King Street (829-6481, legacy.flagler.edu/Tours-sp8.html) The private liberal 
arts college celebrated its own 40th anniversary in 2008, but the actual history of the former Ponce 
de Leon Hotel is much more expansive. The Hotel Ponce de Leon was built by Henry M. Flagler 
and serves as a reminder of his enterprise, diligence and commitment to high standards. The grand 
resort, built in 1888, has been designated as a National Historic Landmark and is considered one of 
the finest examples of Spanish Renaissance architecture. Legacy Tours of Flagler College highlight 
the architectural heritage of the former Hotel Ponce de Leon and other portions of the fascinating 
campus. Tours depart daily at 10 am and 2 pm from the main lobby (Rotunda) of the College at 74 
King Street. Tickets are $10 for adults, $1 for children under the age of 12 and free to St. Johns 
County residents with a valid ID.

COLONIAL QUARTER 33 St. George Street (342-2857, 888-991-0933, www.colonialquarter.com) 
Step back in time at St. Augustine’s only living-history museum. As you stroll through this garrison 
town, leave today’s world behind and learn about life in another time. Visit with the blacksmith, 
carpenter or soldier’s wife as they go about their daily activities. The museum is open daily from 10 
am to 6 pm. Check website for times of various demonstrations and live shows. Admission cost is 
$12.99 for adults, $6.99 for children 5-12 and free for children 4 and under. 

ST. AUGUSTINE LIGHTHOUSE & MUSEUM 81 Lighthouse Avenue (829-0745, www.
staugustinelighthouse.org) A Spanish watchtower, built in the late 1500s, was the predecessor of the 
present St. Augustine Lighthouse. The original watchtower became Florida’s first lighthouse in 1824 
and the site of the oldest aid to navigation in the United States. By 1870, the tower was threatened by 
shoreline erosion and construction began on the current lighthouse. The new tower was completed 
in 1874. The old tower was swept out to sea during a storm in 1880. The St. Augustine Lighthouse 
rises 165 feet above sea level and contains 219 steps. At the top, a first-order Fresnel lens serves the 
beacon. The St. Augustine lens consists of 370 hand-cut glass prisms arranged in a beehive shape, 
towering twelve feet tall and six feet in diameter. Explore exhibits in the restored keepers’ house about 
the Coast Guard in WWII St. Augustine, shipwrecks, and the lives of the keepers and their families. 
Open daily from 9 am to 6 pm with extended hours during holidays and summer months. Admission 
is $9.75 for adults, $7.75 for seniors (60 & over) and children (age 12 or under and 44” or taller).

Jacksonville 
We’ve come a long way since Jacksonville was known as Cowford, but it 
all started long before there were bovines wading across the St. Johns 
River. The French thought this was a good place to make their first 
settlement in the New World; that is until the Spanish decided they 
wouldn’t tolerate Jean Ribault here in La Florida. But, long before the 
Europeans found our shorelines, Native-Americans enjoyed our area 
code since before even Europe was civilized. These are some the places 
to visit locally to discover our colorful history.

TIMUCUAN PRESERVE 11241 Fort George Road 
(251-2320, www.floridastateparks.org) While St. 
Augustine holds the distinction as ‘the nation’s 
oldest city’, its significance as the first European 
settlement is important, as it acknowledges the 
prior existence of the Timucuan Indians, thought to 
have existed in Florida for over 10,000 years. The 
park was established in 1988, and covers 46,000 
acres of land first inhabited by the Timucua. The 
Timucuan Preserve is an educational and historical 
destination dedicated to sharing stories of their 
daily lives, epic battles and cultural traditions. On 
Saturday, July 6, a park ranger will share these 
historical tales at the Ribault Club on Fort George 
Island Cultural State Park. No reservations are 
necessary and the program is free. 

FORT CAROLINE 12713 Fort Caroline Road (641-
7155, www.nps.gov/timu/index.htm) The Spanish 

Balking on Sunshine 
T.D. Allman’s book shines a sun-ray at the true history of Florida

BY RICHARD SMITH

 
“Ponce de Leon was not an old man; he was not searching for the Fountain of Youth. He 
did not discover Florida. He was Florida’s first celebrity homicide victim. St. Augustine’s 
Fountain of Youth was invented in the late 1920s by a Georgia-born publicity hound. He 
also invented America’s ‘oldest wooden schoolhouse.’” – T.D. Allman

 It is often said, “History is written by the victors.” This notion doesn’t seem to be 
exactly the case in T.D. Allman’s Finding Florida, a tome that Allman describes as “the 
true history of the Sunshine State--as opposed to the fake history.” Stripping Florida of 
the sugar cane-coated mythological lure that occupies the pamphlets of many rest stops 
along I-95 and “historical” tourist destinations alike, Allman describes the likes of Ponce 
de Leon and Hernando de Soto as more bumbling meanderers than the brave explorers 
celebrated by local Floridians. Allman attributes a lot of the favorable write-ups of these 
otherwise wealthy fools to the creative whims of notable fiction writer Washington Irving, 
who took many liberties in the transcriptions with which he was tasked. Some readers 
may view Allman’s book as a cynical look at Florida, but Allman adamantly disagrees with 
that assessment.
 “Why,” asks Allman in an interview with EU, “is a passion to tell the truth and to find 
out what reality is called ‘cynicism’? I think it’s cynicism when people think every story 
has to have a happy ending. I was born in Florida, and then I had very little to do with 
the state until 1980, when Miami basically blew up. Again, everybody was saying Miami 
wasn’t really part of the United States anymore, and I went down, and I found out Miami 
was. I mean, what’s America if it’s not assimilation, sex, drugs, violence, rock & roll? 
It’s the same way with Florida. I’m not a cynic. I’m passionate for the truth. What am I 
supposed to say, ‘Ponce de Leon was a sweet, old man who was looking for a Fountain of 
Youth’? It’s ridiculous.”
 This is not to suggest that the book isn’t full of heroes; heroes who, according 
to Allman, were “expunged entirely from Florida’s memory of itself.” Take Zephaniah 
Kingsley—whom Allman says he most personally relates to—a social theorist who 
posited that interracial sex was redemptive (a theory he also put into practice in his own 
marriage to Madgigine Jai) and, in a book published in 1829, offered replacing racial 
hatred with sexual love as a form of “moral salvation” for pre-Civil War Florida. 
 Then there is the Cowford-raised Ossian Hart. As a Florida Governor nominated by 
his many black supporters and elected in 1872, Hart boldly bargained with cattle owners 
for increased civil rights legislation, playing on their economic self-interest. Those are just 
two of the exemplary figures mentioned throughout the book who, according to Allman, 
were removed from the pages of history due to prejudice and political leanings. In a way, 
Allman’s book could be seen as a love note to Florida, which, as he says in reference 
to his account of the Negro Fort, “saves these people from history; these gallant, good 
people. I do that frequently throughout the book.” 
 While one reads it, the historical accounts described by Allman will probably ring 
truer than the rosier stories that have been regurgitated to Floridians since grade school. 
Even if it doesn’t become required reading at a high school or collegiate level, Finding 
Florida is a must-read for any Florida resident who is interested in the state’s history.

Timucuan Preserve

Fountain of Youth



10 JULY 2013  |  eu jacksonville monthly 

Dance School Location

FOR RENT
Regency Sq. Area

1400 sq. ft.
perfect for

Jazz ∙ Tap ∙ Ballet ∙ Yoga ∙ Zumba
TURN-KEY OPERATION

Call Now (904) 233-3065 ∙ 8724 Lone Star Road

explorers weren’t the only Europeans 
to set foot on Florida soil. Fort Caroline 
memorializes the short-lived French 
presence in sixteenth-century Florida. Here 
you’ll find stories of exploration, survival, 
religious disputes, territorial battles, and 
first contact between American-Indians 
and Europeans on 128 unspoiled acres of 
Florida land. Long before Florida became a 
popular tourist destination, it was a pawn in 
battles between Spain, France, and Britain. 
Fort de la Caroline was built in 1564 to 
protect the first French settlement in the 
United States on the banks of the St. Johns 
River, in what is now Jacksonville.

The original Fort Caroline is thought 
to have washed away during the late 19th 
century, but a replica was built based on 
sketches by the settlement’s cartographer, 
Jacques le Moyne. The memorial also 
features the visitor center for the Timucuan 
Ecological and Historic Preserve (Fort 
Caroline National Memorial is a unit within the preserve) with a collection of rare Timucuan 
artifacts on display, most notably a wooden owl that is the largest wooden effigy recovered from an 
archeological site in North and South America. Open daily from 9 am to 5 pm.
 
KINGSLEY PLANTATION 11676 Palmetto Avenue (251-3537, www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm) 
In 1814, Zephaniah Kingsley moved to Fort George Island and what is known today as the Kingsley 
Plantation. He brought a wife and three children (a fourth would be born at Fort George). His wife, 
Anna Madgigine Jai, was from Senegal, West Africa, purchased by Kingsley as a slave. She actively 
participated in plantation management, acquiring her own land and slaves when freed by Kingsley 
in 1811. With an enslaved workforce of about 60, the Fort George plantation produced Sea Island 
cotton, citrus, sugar cane, and corn. Kingsley continued to acquire property in north Florida and 
eventually possessed more than 32,000 acres, including four major plantation complexes and more 
than 200 slaves. Open daily from 9 am to 5 pm. Admission is free. 
 
CUMMER MUSEUM OF ART & GARDENS 829 Riverside Avenue (356-6857, www.cummer.org) 
The Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens presents “La Florida: 500 Years of Florida Art” featuring 
40 pieces including oil paintings, watercolors, sculptures, Earthenware, surfboards and video. This 
exhibition highlights works in the Cummer’s own collections, including landscapes by such well-

known artists as Winslow Homer and Martin Johnson Heade. In addition, a selection of contemporary 
art from museums, galleries and collectors throughout the state celebrates the state’s creativity while 
demonstrating the increasing influence that environmental concerns play in Florida art. The exhibit 
is on view through October 6. Admission to the Cummer is $10 for adults, $6 for seniors, military 
and students. Children 5 and under are free. The museum is open on Tuesday from 10 am to 9 pm, 
Wednesday to Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm and Sunday from noon to 4 pm.  
 

Celebrating La Florida is brought to you by

Fort Caroline

Kingsley Plantation
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The Riverside Arts Market is more than just a market. Vendors serve the 

community, and they are the community. This month we’ll be covering 

the beautiful jewelry of Twice Treasured designs, run by Denny and 

Michelle Walsh. Besides RAM on Saturdays, you can also find them 

at the Orange Park Farmers’ & Arts Market on Sundays (September 

through May) and the Carling Building during First Wednesday Art 

Walks. You can also look them up via Etsy and Facebook.
 

EU: How long have you been at the Riverside Arts Market?
Denny Walsh: I started at RAM in August of 2011 and have participated for nearly every Saturday 
since.
 
EU: How often can people find you there?
DW: I am at RAM every Saturday in Space 512, directly across from the Round House Stage.

EU: Tell us about your product.
DW: I transform old silverware spoons, forks and knives into bracelets, rings, necklaces and acces-
sory items such as bud vases and cheese markers.

EU: What’s your inspiration for design?
DW: It’s mainly the beauty of the old silverware that inspires me. Since the late 1800s there have 
been over 5,000 different pattern designs created by over a 100 different makers. That provides me 
an almost endless source of new designs to introduce to my customers. I also like to utilize all of as 
many pieces as I can. For example, from a pair of forks I can make a bracelet from the pattern ends 
and a double tine bracelet from the other ends. Other tine ends become Elephant or Forktopus pen-
dants, or a set of my Cheese Markers: fork ends flattened and stamped with various cheese names 
that are used to identify items on a party cheese display.

EU: What do you love about RAM?
DW: I have to mention how great and helpful the RAM team and volunteers are every Saturday. Krys-

ten, Kim, Harriet and Cory work so hard every time to make RAM a great and inviting venue for us 
artisans to display and sell our wares to our customers.
 I also want to note how much camaraderie and support our ‘RAMily’ of vendors gives to 
one another, whether it’s helping cover for restroom breaks or sending customers to one another if 
what we have is not the perfect gift they were looking for. 
 
EU: What should folks know about you that they don’t?
DW: I was a corporate officer of a major wholesale company before changing careers to become a 
silverware jewelry artist. My beautiful bride gave me the confidence, inspiration and support to pur-
sue and make my dream job a reality.

Visit Twice Treasured Designs and all the other wonderful artisans at the Riverside Arts Market every 
Saturday 10 am-4 pm, under the Fuller Warren Bridge on Riverside Avenue, close to the Cummer. 

WANTED:
Real Estate, Houses, commercial, lots, land 

and non-conforming. We are a family 
business, our goal is to make a small 

profit. In business for 45 years, licensed 
and bonded.  Let us give you an offer or a 

proposal on your property. 
Send me a note from 

www.CharlesParrish.com, or call at 
866-474-7000.

Twice Treasured 
Designs RAM profile by erin thursby
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art events
MOCA Jacksonville (366-6911, www.mocajack-
sonville.org) 
Thru July 7 PROJECT ATRIUM: SARAH EMER-
SON Painting grand-scale murals with a fierce 
intensity, Sarah Emerson spotlights the fragility 
of life and man’s interaction with and impact on 
his natural surroundings. Thru August 25 INSIDE/
OUT: MOCA JACKSONVILLE’S PERMANENT 
COLLECTION This spring, the Museum of Con-
temporary Art Jacksonville delves into the rich 
history of its Permanent Collection to highlight 
key moments, individuals, and art acquisitions 
from the institution’s nearly 50 years of collect-
ing. The installation combines venerable favorites 
from the collection, such as Alexander Calder’s 
mobile Red Triangles and Polygons with more 
recent acquisitions, such as Melanie Pullen’s Full 
Prada and David Hilliard’s Boys Tethered. August 
18 TRACES Lari R. Gibbons’s meticulous render-
ings reflect an engagement with the natural world 
as it is revered and destroyed, altered by humans, 
and manifest in the history of art. July 20 - Oct. 
27 PROJECT ATRIUM: HEATHER COX. July 16 
at Noon Collectors’ Circle: Lunch with Heather 
Cox Join the latest Project Atrium Artist Heather 
Cox, MOCA staff members, and fellow Collec-
tors’ Circle members for an intimate lunch at Café 
Nola. July 20 at 2 pm Inside Project Atrium Lec-
ture with Heather Cox Artist Heather Cox leads 
an intimate talk about her process, career and her 
newest work here in the Haskell Atrium Gallery.
July 20, 3-5 pm Members’ Reception for Project 
Atrium: Heather Cox  Enjoy a leisurely afternoon 
with artist Heather Cox, hors d’oeuvres and good 
company as a thank you to our members!

The Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens (356-
6857, www.cummer.org)
Thru September 8 FUTURE RETRO: THE GREAT 
AGE OF THE AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE The 
exhibition is comprised of drawings from the 
collection of Jean S. and Frederick A. Sharf in 
collaboration with the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston. The drawings showcase the beauty and 
ingenuity of American automotive design during 
the decades following World War II, a landmark 
period in car styling. These illustrations, from 
preliminary sketches to fully rendered works, 
provide a rare glimpse into the creative process of 
some of America’s premiere car designers. Fea-
tured along with these two-dimensional works will 
be classic automobiles, organized by Bill Warner, 
Founder and Chairman of Amelia Island Concours 
d’Elegance. 

Thru October 6 LA FLORIDA From native and 
Spanish colonial artifacts, to digital and video 
art of today, La Florida celebrates 500 years of 
Florida art. July 13, 10:30 am - 12 pm Art For 
Two Come make art with your little one and enjoy 
gallery and Garden visits on the second Saturday 
of every month. Children ages 3 to 5 and their 
favorite adult. Class size is limited. Members $10 
per pair, Nonmembers $15 per pair, Instructor: 
Mary Beth Morris. For more information or to reg-
ister for art classes, please call 355-0630. July 
20, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm Art Adventures The 
third Saturday of each month are Art Connections 
studio classes in painting, printmaking, collage 
and construction with changing themes. Projects 
will be completed within one class period. Class 
size is limited, and pre-registration is required. 
Ages 6-10. Members $10, Nonmembers $15, 
Instructor: Terry Woodlief. For more information 
or to register for classes, please call 355-0630. 

Thru August 27 THE BOY SCOUTS IN AMERICA, 
an exhibition of original manuscripts on the 
creation and history of the Boy Scouts and THE 
GREAT DEPRESSION, an exhibition of original 
manuscripts on the Great Depression of the early 
20th Century is on exhibit. Karpeles Manuscript 
Library Museum, 101 W. 1st St, 904-476-6153

Thru September 30 WILDLIFE EXHIBIT See the 
original oil paintings by local artist Laurel Dag-
nillo at the Village Art Gallery & Framing, 1520 
Sawgrass Village Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach, 904-
273-4925

Thru September ART AT JAX AIRPORT: ROTAT-
ING FINE ART EXHIBITS The Haskell Gallery 
will host the art of Gordon Meggison & Virginia 
Cantore. Connector Bridge Art Display Cases will 
contain the art of Jeffrey Edelson. Concourses 
A & C Art Display Cases will contain Claire 
Kendrick’s work. Jacksonville International Airport 
(JAX), 904-741-3546, www.JIAarts.org

Starting July 1 ART GUILD SHOWS The Art Guild 
of Orange Park will have two separate shows at 
different ends of North East Florida. They will be 
showing at the JaxPort Headquarters Gallery (at 
2831 Talleyrand Ave in Jacksonville) and also 
at the Larimer Art Center in Palatka (216 Reid 
St). The JaxPort show is a Florida themed show 
to celebrate the discovery of Florida by Spain 
in 1513. Both shows begin July 1. The Larimer 
show ends at the end of July. The JaxPort show 

continues until the Closing Reception on August 
30, 5-7 pm.

July 3 FIRST WEDNESDAY ART WALK-BODY 
AND WELLNESS Get ready for a celebration of 
art, music and the body. Stop by the headquar-
ters at Hemming Plaza for music, Zumba and 
art on display. There will be a tattoo fashion 
show in front of Chamblin’s Uptown. Learn more 
about the iconic Florida Theatre with free tours 
at 6:30 or 7:30 pm. Juice - a jen jones gallery 
will feature Chris Flagg’s Spirit of Our Flagg art 
show and much more. Southlight Gallery will host 
Bodyscape Figure Show with music and massage 
and live music with Arvid Smith on Sitar 6-9 pm. 
Featuring new works by Craig Monroe, Pablo 
Rivera, Enzo Torcoletti, Jane Shirek, Paul Ladnier, 
John Bunker, Tony Wood and Pam Zambetti. Art 
Walk is 5-9 pm, rain or shine. Learn more at 
www.iloveartwalk.com.

July 3 – August 20 BATIK ART Opening reception 
Friday, July 5. First Street Gallery welcomes guest 
batik artist Wendy Tatter from St. Augustine. She 
studied at Virginia Commonwealth University, then 
followed her tropical infatuation and moved to 
the West Indies, Mexico, Costa Rico and Brazil. 
Wendy has developed a style of her own, often 
reflecting the people and places from her travels. 
Batiks are created through a sensual and organic 
process – a molten mixture of beeswax and 
paraffin is applied on fabric to resist dyes. Layers 
of wax and dyes are alternately applied by brush 
or immersion until the painting is complete. First 
Street Gallery, 216-B First Street, Neptune Beach, 
904-241-6928, www.firststreetgalleryart.com

July 5 - July 31 SOCIETY OF MIXED MEDIA ART-
ISTS The Vandroff Art Gallery at the Jewish Com-
munity Alliance will show works from artists of 
the Society of Mixed Media Artists. The mission 
of SoMMA is to reach out to dedicated, innova-
tive artists working in all forms of mixed media 
including collage, assemblage and experimental 
artwork. Their goal is to increase awareness and 
to introduce mixed media and collage as an im-
portant and viable contribution within the fine arts 
community. JCA, 8505 San Jose Blvd, 904-730-
2100, www.jcajax.org

July 5-6 FIRST FRIDAY & ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
Check out First Friday on July 5th followed by a 

super 3rd Anniversary Par ty on July 6th! On First 
Friday from 5-9 pm Plum Gallery will feature four 
‘printers’ and four ‘wearable ar t’ ar tists. The 
four ‘wall’ ar tists are Gina Starr, Nancy Hamlin-
Vogler, Taylor Fausett and Matthew Batty. See 
these and other ar tists at Plum Gallery from July 
5 thru August 31. Come back Saturday July 6th 
from 2-6 pm for Plum Gallery’s 3rd Anniversary 
Par ty featuring Lonesome Bur t and the Skinny 
Lizards playing on Aviles Street. Also enjoy Mile 
Marker Beer and treats from the Back 40. Plum 
Gallery, 9 Aviles Street in downtown St. Augus-
tine, 904-825-0069, www.plumartgallery.com

July 14, 5-9 pm ARTFUL EVENING - A POP-UP 
GALLERY Local Ar tists Coming Together invites 
viewers to Tapa That for a pop-up gallery style 
opening reception. For one night only, members 
of LACT will showcase original ar t, prints and 
other crafty wares. Ar tists will be on hand to 
discuss their works. Par ticipating ar tists: Eliza-
beth Sorianna Quinquinio Choate, Brittany June 
Hansen, Lance Par tridge, Jeremy Gould, and 
Amber Bailey. Musical guest, Rory Dubin. This 
is a free show, but a $2 donation to the musical 
guest is suggested. Tapa That will be serving 
light complimentary tapas throughout the eve-
ning and will feature an exquisite wine list and 
local craft beer. Tapa That, 820 Lomax Street, 
383-5650, www.ar tistscomingtogether.com

July 26, 6-10 pm THE Σ (SUM) OF CUBE + 
CUBISM A collaborative exhibition from Over-
street Ducasse and Stephanie Glen will take 
place at CoRK Ar ts District. Mathematics and 
ar t collide as Stephanie Glen, a mathematician, 
and Overstreet Ducasse, a socially charged ar t-
ist, merge their talents to explore the connection 
between math and ar t, exploring the numbers 
behind ar t and the ar tistry behind numbers. 
Glen was thrust into the public’s eye with her 
OneSpark contribution, “The Number Hunter,” a 
children’s television show exploring mathemat-
ics in the Discovery Channel motif. Ducasse has 
always kept the math as a behind-the-scenes 
component to his already intellectually-charged 
body of work. In par tnering with Glen, the two 
are able to explore deep mathematical philoso-
phy in a visual medium. Shape and color merge 
with proof and theorem. CoRK Arts District, 
2689 Rosselle Street, www.facebook.com/Cork-
ar tsdistrict

DOWntOWn PUBLIC art MUraLs 
 Four new murals are being constructed on the 52-foot stair towers of the Yates Parking Garage 
at 200 East Adams Street. Work began June 6. The murals are the newest addition to the City of Jack-
sonville’s Art in Public Places collection, administered by the Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville.
 The first two murals, by northeast Florida artists Felici Asteinza and Joey Fillastre of Milagros 
Art Collective, are abstract designs best seen by drivers entering Adams Street from the Hart Bridge 
Expressway. Neptune Beach artist Sean Mahan will create figurative and symbolic images on the 
remaining two murals to engage audiences at the pedestrian level. The murals will create a visual con-
nection to accessible public parking and serve as an entry point into the Spark District, a new Cultural 
Council initiative to revitalize the downtown core through arts and culture projects.
 An art selection panel of local art, design and community professionals selected two winning 
designs following a request for proposals issued in 2012 for artists residing in the five-county First 
Coast area. Selection criteria were based on artistic excellence, sustainability, related artist experi-
ence, level of community engagement, improvement of the pedestrian environment, and the design’s 
function as an identifier into the Spark District. For more information visit www.culturalcouncil.org.

BATIK ART by 
Wendy Tatter
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Shaun Thurston’s Riverside Mural
BY HEATHER LOVEJOY

 “The wall screams out for a mural,” says chef and co-owner Jeff Stanford of The Salty Fig in Riv-
erside, “It’s a glaring, blank space. People obviously want to see something filling it, because we’ve had 
to paint over a lot of graffiti. I don’t know how many times.” So graffiti tags are out -- hopefully for good 
-- and a commissioned mural is in.

 Artist Shaun Thurston, 33, was re-
cruited for the job, and was outside making 
his first marks at the corner of College and 
King streets in mid-June. Throughout July, 
he will brave the summer heat to create an 
approximately 20-by-150-foot mural that 
reflects the restaurant’s “modern Southern” 
concept. As a Jacksonville native, he is con-
nected to old Southern culture, yet his vision 
as an urban artist is modern. “I think that’s 

why [The Salty Fig owners] chose me. It’s a good custom fit,” he said.
 The owners gave him a broad artistic license, asking simply for something “elegant” and “clean” 
that fits into the historic neighborhood. Thurston decided on a fig tree and pheasant as central points, 
taking inspiration from the Southern tradition of displaying fowl, wild game and hunting scenes in paint-
ings. He plans to mix that realistic style with the dreamy, fantasy-like elements seen in much of his other 
work.
 Portraying a fig tree not only refers to the 
restaurant’s name, but also is symbolic of its role 
in sustaining life. A fig tree is a place where ani-
mals congregate to eat. As Thurston points out: 
“Essentially, a restaurant is doing the same thing, 
feeding people.”
 This is Thurston’s sixth public art project in 
Jacksonville, and he has completed more than 
that in Atlanta. Most recently, he completed the 
mural outside Chamblin’s Uptown bookstore and 
coffeehouse in Downtown Jacksonville on Laura 
Street. That project was done with spray paint and took him about a week, but The Salty Fig mural will 
be done with brush strokes, which takes significantly longer. “It’s hard to do something elegant with 
spray paint,” he said, laughing. He asked that residents be patient as they watch the mural develop, and 
to keep in mind that until it’s finished, anything can change.
 His entry into One Spark, the crowd-funding festival in April, earned him about $4,000, which went 

art at
Large

“Public art is a sign of 
a progressive culture. It 
improves quality of life and 
adds energy to an area.”

“The same city that 
painted over all my stuff 

is paying me to do it now. 
The city caught up to my 

childhood dreams.”

photo by fran ruchalski
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into supplies and studio rent, but it was not nearly enough to cover costs for his goal of painting 20 
murals in the city in one year. Fortunately, he said, businesses and organizations in the city are in-
creasingly willing to pay artists for public projects.
 “Public art is a sign of a progressive culture,” he says. “It improves quality of life and adds 
energy to an area.” It reflects our need for self-expression, a core human value, and provides an op-
portunity for a community to embrace that together.
 Jacksonville is catching up to larger metropolitan areas where public art has long been prevalent. 
“It’s something I’ve always seen as lacking in the city,” he says. As a young skateboarder and graffiti 
artist, he spent countless hours downtown lamenting what he saw as ugly, barren walls. In the past, 
his work would have been removed.

Yates parking garage, Market, Newnan and Adams 
streets
Four murals span the 52-foot-tall stair towers, including 
colorful, abstract designs by Felici Asteinza and Joey Fil-
lastre of the Milagros Art Collective, and Sean Mahan’s 
figurative images of a young girl with origami cranes.
 
Laura Trio and Barnett National Bank buildings, Laura 
and Adams streets
Photographer and artist Doug Eng dressed up the boarded 
windows of these vacant buildings with images of nature 
and architecture in a project called Beyond the Facade.
 

Large
Lerner Building, Adams Street                     
A bold graphic design in red, white and black features a 
phoenix and the phrase, “Rise from the ashes.” Corey 
Kolb and Eric Hinote created the wheat-paste mural.
 
Burro Bar/Chomp Chomp/Icon Boutique, Adams and 
Ocean streets
Along the Ocean Street side of the bar, Savannah art-
ist Matthew Hebermehl painted an expressionist piece 
showing flames rising from the palms of two hands. On 
Adams Street, Shaun Thurston painted a fantastical giant 
frog with its front legs outstretched.
 
Chamblin Uptown, 215 N. Laura Street
In another of Shaun Thurston’s undertakings, islands 
float dreamily above the store’s marquee.
 
Empty lot, Laura and Adams streets
Yarn-bombing is just like it sounds: a knitted and cro-
cheted explosion of colorful, yarn creations. Armed with 
yarn, Jackie Kuhn bombed the fence of this empty lot.

 Says Thurston, “The same city that painted over all my stuff is paying me to do it now. The city 
caught up to my childhood dreams.” That’s partly because he has a better understanding of what the 
larger community wants to see. He has found that if people relate to the images he creates, they tend 
to embrace it without question. Graffiti lettering, however, is an “elite language.” It communicates only 
to other graffiti artists and a small population of people who love it. He keeps a place in his heart for 
it, but his vision for public murals is to “broaden the spectrum to include a whole community.”
 “The key aspect, especially in a historic neighborhood like Riverside, is respect,” he said. “I have 
to take into account that there may be a 90-year-old woman who has lived [in Riverside] her whole 
life, and what I do affects her neighborhood.”
 For more on artist Shaun Thurston, go to shaunthurston.com.

Public art is popping up all over Jacksonville, 

particularly Downtown. In the past several 

months, these projects have added color and 

vibrancy to the city’s concrete jungle.

DOWNTOWN MUraLS

At the Yates Parking Garage by Felici Asteinza and 
Joey Fillastre of the Milagros Art Collective

photo by fran ruchalski

photo by fran ruchalski
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July 4th thru Labor Day Save Our Water SweetWater Brewing Company is working with 
restaurants and bars throughout the St. Johns watershed to help raise funds for the St. 
Johns Riverkeeper through a paper fish campaign. Learn more about the campaign, 
participating restaurants, and how it all got started by visiting www.stjohnsriverkeeper.
org/blog/save-our-water 
 
July 6th, 10 am-9 pm River Ruckus at Riverside Arts Market St. Johns Riverkeeper and 
RAM present a fun, family-friendly festival to celebrate the St. Johns River. The event 
includes a flotilla of watercraft, a celebrity jump into the St. Johns, great local music, 
SweetWater Brewing Co. brews, crafts for kids, plus all the great art, craft, produce and 
food vendors the market has to offer. Free. 715 Riverside Ave, www.stjohnsriverkeeper.
org/events/river-ruckus

July 13th, 9 am-1 pm Greater Jacksonville Fun 6 Mile Race Join the Public Trust for 
a 6-mile fun paddle along the St. Johns River to unveil the release of the new Greater 
Jacksonville Paddling Guide. Shuttle transportation will be provided. Registration 
necessary: $20. Jacksonville University (2800 University Blvd), www.facebook.com/
events/539935302729689

July 14th, 2 pm-8 pm Save Our Water Riverside Pub Crawl Start at O’Brothers and move 
to Grassroots Natural Market, Rain Dogs, European Street, Daliah’s, and more. Win a Go-
Pro, SweetWater swag, restaurant gift certificates and more. $5 entry at door. O’Brothers 
(1521 Margaret St.), www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org/events/st-johns-riverkeeper-sweetwater-
pub-crawl

July 8-12 My Sustainable Summer Camp This week-long adventure is designed to show 
children, ages 9-11, how to connect with their planet. Summer camp participants will 
learn about sustainability through interactive, hands-on activities and local field trips with a 
focus on healthy water, urban farming, solar energy, personal social responsibility, reuse/
recycling, the natural environment and much more! 388-1350 ext. 212, www.breaking-
groundeducation.com

July 13, 10 am-4 pm Save the Rhinos Learn all about rhino conservation at the third an-
nual Save the Rhino event. There will be information booths, animal encounters, animal 
enrichment and prize drawing. Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens (370 Zoo Parkway), 757-4463, 
www.jacksonvillezoo.org

 For the second year in a row, people will be marching on land, with beer in hand, through the 
Riverside neighborhood to help protect the St. Johns River. A July 14th pub crawl is part of Sweet-
Water Brewing Company’s annual “Save Our Water” campaign that kicks off on July 4th and runs 
through Labor Day. As part of the campaign, participating local restaurants and bars will be raising 
awareness about the importance of clean water as they compete to see who can cover their walls 
with the most paper fish donations to benefit St. Johns Riverkeeper.
 The truth is our water and our river need saving. The St. Johns is unfortunately facing significant 
threats. Plans are underway to withdraw millions of gallons of water a day from the river to water 
lawns. Environmental protections are being weakened or repealed in Tallahassee. Pollution continues 
to trigger fish kills and toxic algae outbreaks. The state has made it harder for citizens to legally chal-
lenge the decisions that threaten our waters. And, to make matters worse, barely a handful of legisla-
tors are willing to take a stand for Florida’s waterways.
 So, how do we fight to save our water? A pub crawl may not be the first idea that comes to mind 
to protect clean water, but reconsider. More and more businesses and their patrons are standing up 
for the river and our waterways. Local salons, bike shops, restaurants, bars, outfitters and artists 
have been busy donating their time to help raise awareness and funds to protect our community’s 
most important natural resource – the St. Johns River. SweetWater Brewing Company is one those 
companies, supporting St. Johns Riverkeeper along with Waterkeeper organizations throughout the 
Southeast. Clean water makes tasty beer the same way that a healthy, vibrant St. Johns River benefits 
our local economy and quality of life.
 We have to start taking personal responsibility to preserve and protect what we care most about 
in our community. This involves rallying together for our river.  
 Can we Save Our Water with a pub crawl? There is only one way to find out. 
 For more information and to pledge online, go to waterkeeperbrew.org

“Save Our Water” Pub Crawl & Campaign
by ShANNoN bLANKINShIP

Outreach Director, St. Johns Riverkeeper

on the RiveR

Jim Alabiso and Patti bauernfeind paddle and swim the river  photo by roger linville
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 After last month’s stroll through the newly renovated Olmsted Gardens at the Cummer Museum, 
I thought it would be fun to talk about the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, another local treasure you 
might want to put on your list of horticultural “must sees.”  
 I went to the Zoo recently to talk with Bob Chabot, Director of Horticulture and Facilities, to 
hear about their plans for the future. Chabot has been Horticulture Director since 2005, and it has 
been a real treat to watch the transformation of the gardens under his leadership. Seventy-one of 
the Zoo’s 125 acres have been developed, and all the exhibits are beautifully enhanced by plantings 
that the animals might encounter in their native habitat. The establishment of new gardens has 
naturally slowed as the Zoo has matured. As a result, Chabot has assumed additional responsibilities 
(the “Facilities” part of his title) that involve him in more than garden planning, development and 
maintenance.
 I had read about the new tiger 
exhibit under construction, so I 
asked Chabot about the gardens 
where the tigers would be housed. 
He was as eager to talk about 
the tiger exhibit as the gardens, 
which will open in March of 2014, 
the Zoo’s 100th bir thday year. 
Visitors can expect to see a natural 
progression of Asian plantings 
extending from the Komodo dragon 
exhibit next door to the new tiger 
exhibit. Bamboo, palms, hardwood 
trees, ferns, and a variety of Asian 
shrubs will be featured, with larger 
trees providing a backdrop for 
viewing the animals.
 The targeted species of Sumatran Tigers will share two acres with small-clawed otters. Birds, 
including two types of Asian hornbills, will be housed in two aviaries. The exhibit will also feature 
Babirusa and Warty Pigs, two endangered Asian pigs. Because they like to root in the soil, the 
pigs’ habitat will look somewhat different than the lush plantings in other areas of the Zoo. Their 
surroundings will include faux rock planters and electrified “hot grass” to protect the plants from the 
animals.
 Besides the animals, the most dramatic feature of the exhibit may be the chain-link-fortified 
tunnels that will wind around the area. These vine-draped tunnels will allow the tigers to wander safely 
around and over the visitors, providing a spectacular view not seen in the other large cat areas.
 Another plan in the works is to refurbish the water gardens at the entrance. The newly-named 
“Century Garden,” also opening in the Zoo’s 100th year, will welcome visitors for years to come.
 The Zoo’s gardens have received local and state awards, including the Florida Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects’ Award in 2007 for the Botanical Garden Master Plan, and 
two FNGLA Landscape Awards of Excellence, one in 2010 for the Gardens at Trout River Plaza and 
another in 2012 for the Asian Gardens housing the Komodo dragon exhibit.
 Strolling through our fantastic Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens can be almost as satisfying as 
growing your own.
 
 Aline Clement is a master gardener with the Duval County Extension Service and the University of 
Florida/IFAS.
 

grow your own
BY ALINE CLEMENT

photos provided by jacksonville zoo and gardens

Gardens at Jacksonville Zoo
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What’s BreWing
BY REGINA HEFFINGTON, THE jAx BREw BITcH

July 3  Cigar City Brewing Spotlight at Engine 
15 Brewing Company (4-7 pm)

July 4  Intuition is partnering up with Restau-
rant Orsay for their annual 4th of July Backyard 
BBQ by brewing a special, summer beer for 
Orsay’s bash.

July 5  Renaissance World Golf Village is 
hosting its annual Red White & Boom Celebra-
tion, 5:30-8:30 pm, followed by spectacular 
fireworks over the WGV pond. The night starts 
off in the ballroom with dinner consisting of 
All-American food stations. Some of the food 
items are being made with beers from Mile 

 “Water Baby” is a term I have used to describe myself from youth based upon my love for the 
ocean. Lacking gills, of course, means I must also have an affinity for land – and my favorite “land” is 
the beach.
 Every summer brought excitement for me – not just because I was out of school – but also be-
cause I knew my mother would be taking me to a Gulf Coast beach somewhere. In my adolescence, 
my swimsuit was selected by Momma using “durability” as a prerequisite. As I grew older and was 
able to choose my own beach attire, I used other parameters – all focused upon “being focused 
upon.” As a result, my vacation wardrobe got lighter in weight with each approaching summer.
I have found my preferences for beer also turn to the lighter side as the warmer months make their 
appearance. In the colder, winter months, I tend to select Stouts, Porters and Dark Ales. I now find 
myself opting for Hefeweizens, Pale Ales and Lambics in warmer temperatures.
 My growing appreciation for craft beer has proven to be an exciting substitute for lying prostrate 
on the beach, getting way too much sun and accidentally swallowing copious amounts of seawater. 
In truth, it’s really aggravating dealing with the sand stuck to all our belongings and mysteriously de-
posited in my swimsuit, regardless of its size.
 Make this summer the summer you become a “Beer Baby” and cool off at the establishments 
listed on a regular basis! You can rest assured you won’t be dropping sand out of your shorts when 
you get home.

Marker Brewing! There will also be beverage 
stations including wine and Mile Marker beers. 
The food, wine and beer stations are included 
in the ticket. A cash bar is also available. Op-
tional additional tickets are available to attend 
a musical performance by Voiceplay. Entry to 
the dinner and/or Voiceplay performance is by 
ticket only. See www.worldgolfrenaissance.
com for more information and to get tickets.

July 6  Engine 15 Brewing Company will be 
having their Anniversary Party–-always a fun 
event!

July 11  Beer Dinner featuring Mile Marker 
Brewing beers at Monkey’s Uncle Tavern, 1850 
S. 3rd St., Jax Beach starting at 6 pm. Check 
for updates about the menu on Mile Marker’s 
Facebook.

July 12  Beer tasting at Riverside Liquors (5-8 
pm) featuring summertime brews
by Left Hand (Good Juju and Erie Derailed) 
and Cigar City (Hotter than Helles and Florida 
Cracker beermosas).

July 17  Yappy Hour at the Mile Marker Brew-
ery in St. Augustine, 5-8 pm. It’s the monthly 
Happy Hour and Yappy Hour. Bring the pup and 
enjoy a few Mile Marker beers. (The pooch 
gets water.) A portion of the proceeds go to 
local animal rescue organizations.

July 18  Swamp Head Spotlight Night at World 
of Beer on the Southside (up to 10 kegs & a 
firkin or two)

July 18  Engine 15 Beer Dinner at the Salty 
Pelican on July 18th featuring their best beers

AuGuST 16  Mile Marker Brewing is host-

ing Givers & Growlers for Betty Griffin House 
starting at 7 pm. Cost is $15 per person at 
the door, and you will receive 2 drink chips 
for Mile Marker beers. Proceeds from the 
event will be used to help support the many 
needs of the women and children living in 
shelters. The event will feature live music by 
Dos Gringos, Mother Fletchers Food Truck, 
Cold Calf ice cream truck, a corn hole tour-
nament, open pool tables, ping pong, and a 
silent auction. Betty Griffin House is the only 
center in St. Johns County helping to save the 
lives of women, children and men in abusive 
situations. For additional information, call Kim 
Brumfield, 904-808-9984, kimb@bettygriffin-
house.org, www.bettygriffinhouse.org or www.
facebook.com/bettygriffinhouse

Ongoing: 
INTuITION AlE WORKS will continue to do 
One-Off Wednesdays, where they tap a spe-
cial-treatment keg and serve it for one night 
only. Recent focus has been on a creation by 
the Ladies of Intuition known as The Eleanor; 
however, the Intuition brewers have some fun 
experiments up their sleeves for the upcoming 
weeks. 
Intuition is also collaborating with Taverna 
San Marco to offer Pizza & Intuition Mondays 
where you can get a pizza and any Intuition 
beer for $12.

MIlE MARKER BREWERy  St. Augustine
Local musicians perform in the taproom on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Cornhole tour-
naments every other Friday.

ENGINE 15 BREWING COMPANy has “Pint 
Nights” & “Tastings” on Wednesdays and Tap 
42 on Thursdays where a specially created 
brew is offered.

HAyDON BuRNS lIBRARy (122 Ocean St)
It’s finally happened. The Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund purchased the building for $2.2 million. 
The space will be converted into an office 
complex for philanthropic and nonprofit 
organizations.

7-ElEVEN (920 Margaret St) The former Pizza 
Palace location is on its way to becoming a 
7-Eleven store.

MICROSOFT (St. John’s Town Center) 
Although there isn’t a lease yet, the city is 
currently reviewing the plans for a $3 million 
build-out at the proposed location.

 
C2C SOluTIONS (Everbank Center) This 
health care company is taking over a floor 
in Downtown’s Everbank Center. They were 
located in Freedom Commerce Center at 
Baymeadows & I-95.

WAl-MART NEIGHBORHOOD MARKET 
(8011 Merrill Rd, 10550 Old St. Augustine 
Rd & 2570 County Rd 209 North) Three 
of Wal-Mart’s “Neighborhood Market” 
concepts are open for business.

BOlD BEAN COFFEE ROASTERS (869 
Stockton St) They are expanding into a 
bakery and catering kitchen to be located 
next door to their current space.
 
 
 
 

MetroJacksonville.com 
reports on the changing 
Urban CoreWhat’s neW?

MetroJacksonville.com is an online resource committed to educating and providing an avenue for discussing the 
important issues facing Jacksonville. Their insightful, research-oriented articles about local culture, city planning, 
city transit, policy and politics have had a significant impact in the life of the city. Today, it is one of the largest 
and most comprehensive online resources dedicated to public municipal policy and urban transportation.  www.
metrojacksonville.com

Orsay 4th of july BBQ
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July 14 Mini Food Truck Rally The Jacksonville 
Food Truck Association will be holding this little 
food truck gathering at the Jacksonville Farmers 
Market on Beaver Street. Try out some great 
food from your local food trucks, and then shop 
for some fresh fruits and veggies. 

July 27 Food Truck Wars More than 40 gour-
met food trucks will be competing in five cat-
egories from 3-9 pm at St. Augustine’s Francis 
Field. Celebrity judges, live music, kids’ area 
and a beer & wine garden will be featured. Free 
admission. 29 Castillo Dr, (407) 296-5882, 
www.foodtruckwars.com

Aug 12- 25 Eat Up Downtown! This one is in 
August, but we thought we’d give you plenty of 
notice, so you can clear your dining calendar. 
Basically, Downtown restaurants offer a multi-
course, fixed-price menu during this time, 
ranging from $15-45. www.eatupdowntown.
com

 4 Rivers Smokehouse is a chain 
begun in Orlando by Jacksonville-native 
John Rivers in 2009. He graduated high 
school at Bishop Kenny and returned 
to Jacksonville last month for the grand 
opening of the new location at Baymead-
ows Road, in the old location of the 
Roadhouse Grill. While you might come 
for the barbecue, you may stay for The 
Sweet Shop, which takes up a full wall 
of the 7,000 square-foot restaurant. The 
Sweet Shop features cupcakes, baked 
goods and confectioneries. Hours are 
11 am-8 pm during the week, with hours 
extended till 9 pm on Friday and Satur-
day. Closed Sundays.
 Intuition Ale Works on King Street 
will no longer be hosting any events in 
their open-air space because of noise 
violation complaints. In a statement 
Intuition released, they noted, “the most 
heartbreaking outcome will be that we 
will no longer be able to host charitable 
events at Intuition. Over the past two 
and a half years, we have donated over 
$60,000 in beer and merchandise to 
nearly 100 local charities. Through our 
$1-per-pint program, we have donated $20,000 in cash from beer sold during events. On top of all 
that, we always allow the host charity to use our space free of charge, a substantial in-kind donation.” 
They, will, however still hold events inside for groups of 30 or less.
 For something new to do this summer, try Foxy Lady’s Sunset Dinner and Sightseeing Cruise. 
There are lots of different packages (cocktail, brunch, margarita cruises and more). Check out their 
website at www.foxyladycruises.com or call Captain John Michkowski at 398-9553 for more info.
 An opening for a regional cuisine and craft beer restaurant, called Copper, is planned for October 
near the intersection of Beaches and Hodges, where Bubba Burger and the Times Grill were located.
 Pollo Tropical is running a promo in conjunction with the Jacksonville Zoo. Join or renew a fam-
ily-category membership at the zoo and receive a coupon for a free Pollo Tropical Create Your Own 
Family Meal. This includes a whole, marinated, grilled chicken, four dinner rolls and any two sides. 
Offer valid through August 31, 2013.
 If you’ve seen the new CW reality show about the local candy entrepreneurs at Sweet Pete’s, 
you might want to get in on some of the candy-making action. Learn to make gum, lollipops, cherry 

Dish UpDate
where to eat, drink & be merry  by erin thursby

cordials and chocolate confections during one 
of their classes. Call 376-7161, or go to www.
sweetpete.net for details.

4 rivers smokehouse

4 rivers smokehouse

Explore Jacksonville
like never before

Public Cruises Wed-Sun
Customized Private Charters
Dinner & Sightseeing Cruises

Luxury & Comfort

Book online at
www.foxyladycruises.com

Reservations / Private bookings

904-398-9553
Upcoming Cruises

JULY SCHEDULE
Sunset Dinner Cruise-$49.95

July 6, 12, 13, 20 & 27 @ 8:00 p.m.
Featuring dinner, music and sunset views
Cocktail Cruise-$24.95

July 13, 20 & 26 @ 5:30 p.m.
Drink specials and amazing views of downtown

Margarita Madness Cruise-$34.95
July 3, 10, 17 & 24 @ 6:00 p.m.
Margarita Specials / build your own nachos bar

Lunch/Sightseeing Cruise-$39.95
July 5, 13, 20 & 27 @ 11:30 a.m.

Enjoy a narrated lunch cruise wile admiring the scenery
Captain’s Brunch Cruise-$39.95

July 7, 14, 21 & 28 @ 1:00 p.m.
Featuring a delicious brunch buffet and beautiful views

Service
Industry

Nite
Mon.7/29

Just
 $19.95
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THEATRE EvEnTs
Thru August 4 JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT This energetic 
musical is a resonant parable filled with de-
lightful song. It is the biblical story of Joseph 
and his dazzling coat of many colors by An-
drew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice. The story 
of Joseph is probably one of the best known 
biblical stories; a story about jealousy, forgive-
ness, and the power of dreams. That sounds 
serious, but with the skillful direction provided 
by Producer/Director Tod Booth and the imagi-
native choreography of James Kinney, it is fast, 
furious and funny. Read EU’s review: www.eu-
jacksonville.com. Take advantage of the Family 
Four Pack summer special, just $140+tax. 
Alhambra Theatre & Dining, 641-1212. www.
alhambrajax.com

July 9 Jamie Kennedy Jamie has worked 
alongside some of the biggest names in Hol-
lywood. While doing what he does best along-
side legendary comics such as Steve Martin 
in Bowfinger, you see a harder side of Jamie 
Kennedy the actor as a street hustler who at-
tacks Greg Kinnear in the Oscar-nominated 
As Good As It Gets. Across his acting range, 
he always maintains his crafted ability to add 
much-needed comedy into dramas. Tickets are 
$25-30 plus. 8 pm. The Comedy Zone, 292-
HAHA, www.comedyzone.com

July 11 Spoken Word Once a month, the Ritz 
offers an open mic for poets and poetry lov-
ers of all ages. Show off your own talent for 
verse, or just come, listen and soak up the 
creative atmosphere. First Thursday of every 
month, 7 pm. Free admission. Ritz Theatre & 
Museum,www.ritzjacksonville.com

July 12-13 Drew Carey Drew Carey is a man 
of many talents; actor, comedian, sports ex-
ecutive, and game show host. After serving in 
the U.S. Marine Corps and making a name for 
himself in stand-up comedy, Carey eventually 
gained popularity starring on his own sitcom, 
The Drew Carey Show, and serving as host of 
the U.S. version of the improv comedy show 
Whose Line Is It Anyway? Drew Carey has 
hosted the television game show The Price Is 
Right since 2007 and has appeared in several 
films, television series, music videos, a made-
for-television film, and a computer game. Tick-
ets are $35-$40. July 12, 8 pm and July 13, 
8 and 10 pm. The Comedy Zone, 292-HAHA, 
www.comedyzone.com

July 13 Theatre Jacksonville 12-hour Play-
writing Competition Theatre Jacksonville is 
holding a 12-hour Playwriting Competition 
on Saturday, July 13, from 9 am to 9 pm at 
its Harold K. Smith Playhouse in San Marco 
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Square. First place prize will be $300 and a 
public staged reading of the winning script. 
Applications for up to 25 participants are now 
being accepted. Visit website for a complete 
list of rules and regulations and a registration 
form. Theatre Jacksonville, 396-4425, www.
theatrejax.com/12hourplaywriting.html

July 16-August 4 THE LAST ROMANCE This 
romantic comedy by Joe Dipietro will be per-
formed in the Black Box Theatre. Two strangers 
in their golden years meet on their daily visits 
to the dog park. Their playful banter leads them 
to common ground, and a charming relation-
ship develops. Bonding over distant dreams 
and the fear of ending up alone, they make 
plans to take their romance out into the real 
world. Limelight Theatre (St. Augustine), 825-
1164, www.limelight-theatre.org

July 18-21 6th Annual Aurora Jacksonville 
Black Arts Festival Stage Aurora Theatrical 
Company will present this four-day festival 
with a variety of entertainment: theatre, visual 
art, film, dance, children activities and food! 
Stage Aurora is celebrating 10 years of main-
stage productions with excerpts from some of 
our most popular shows: Dreamgirls, The Wiz, 
To Kill a Mockingbird, and more. Among the 
additional features are A Night of Entertainment 
Performing Arts Summer Institute Showcase. 
Stage Aurora Performance Hall inside of 
Gateway Town Center, 765-7372, www.stage-
aurora.org 

July 19 Cedric “The Entertainer” Charismatic 
actor and comedian Cedric “The Entertainer,” 
is best known for his many crowd-pleasing 
performances in such hit films as Barbershop, 
Be Cool with John Travolta, Madagascar, Intol-
erable Cruelty with George Clooney, Johnson 

Family Vacation and The Original Kings of 
Comedy, to name a few. Florida Theatre, 355-
2787, www.floridatheatre.com

July 26-August 4 THE PITMEN PAINTERS 
Presented by the 5 & Dime and the Cummer 
Museum, this wonderful play, fresh from an 
acclaimed run in London and on Broadway, 
tells the true story of a group of Newcastle 
(UK) miners whose lives were changed when 
they found themselves taking an art class by 
mistake in the 1930s. They went on to gain 
worldwide attention as artists known as the 
Ashington Group. Like Lee Hall’s acclaimed 
film and musical Billy Elliot, this script tells 
another inspiring story of what happens when 
working class laborers (or any disenfranchised 
group) are exposed to the arts and have the 
opportunity to realize their potential. The ac-
tion of the play takes place between 1934 and 
1947. Directed by Lee Hamby and Staci Grant. 
www.the5anddime.org. Cummer Museum of 
Art & Gardens (829 Riverside Ave), 356-6857, 
www.cummer.org.

July 26 thru August 4 HOW TO SUCCEED IN 
BUSINESS WITHOUT REALLY TRYING The 
Artist Series and the Nathan H. Wilson Cen-
ter are proud to present the 8th Annual High 
School Summer Musical Theatre Experience! 
This program provides theatre opportunities 
to 7th-12th graders in the First Coast area and 
allows them to work hands-on with some of 
the highest recognized local and regional the-
atre professionals. This summer, more than 70 
student performers and technicians are training 
with professional theatre artists in preparation 
for this production. From the authors of Guys 
and Dolls comes one of the most delightfully 
irreverent musicals of all time. A satire of big 
business and all it holds sacred, Performance 

times are July 26-27 and August 2-3 at 8 pm 
and August 4 at 2 pm. Wilson Center, Florida 
State College at Jacksonville’s South Campus 
(11901 Beach Blvd), 646-2222, 442-2929, 
www.artistseriesjax.org

Musicals at Peach State Summer Theatre
The Peach State Summer Theatre (PSST!) 
presents three summer musicals in Valdosta, 
Georgia at Valdosta State University through 
July 14. The Sawyer auditorium is in the Fine 
Arts Building and has a spacious stage and 
stadium seating. The lavish productions are an 
interesting mix of entertainment. THE SOUND 
OF MUSIC is based on the true-life story of the 
Austrian Von Trapp family. The sophisticated 
romantic comedy A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC, by 
Stephen Sondheim, with ‘Send in the Clowns’ 
as its signature song, is set in Sweden in 1900 
and was inspired by a film by Ingmar Bergman. 
THE MARVELOUS WONDERETTES is a trip 
down memory lane that begins with four girls 
at their high school prom. We have reviews on 

all three shows at EUJacksonville.com under 
Web Exclusives or Theatre. Tickets are moder-
ately priced. For complete information on dates 
and pricing, call (229)259-7770 or visit ww2.
valdosta.edu/psst. 

Comedy Club of Jacksonville
The Comedy Club of Jacksonville is our newest 
comedy club. It has expansive seating, a full 
bar and kitchen, a high-tech server system and 
an excellent array of comedic offerings. This 
The Comedy Club of Jacksonville welcomes a 
full calendar of comedians onto its stage. 
July 4-6 Tim Tulnik (Military Appreciation 
Weekend, tickets $3 w/ military ID, reserva-
tions required) 
July 11-13 Michael Palascak
July 18-20 Claude Stuart
July 25-27 Dave Landau
August 1-3 Bengt Washburn 
Showtimes: Thurs- 8:34 pm, Fri/Sat- 8:04 pm 
and 10:34 pm. 11000 Beach Blvd. Suite #8, 
646-HAPPY, www.jacksonvillecomedy.com.

BLOODY, BLOODY ANDREW JACKSON 
 The sensational Broadway hit Bloody, Bloody Andrew Jackson, will be performed on 
the Main Stage at Players by the Sea, July 12th-August 3rd. 
 Summer at Players by the Sea always brings high-energy musical entertainment with 
an unexpected wow factor. Hair, Tommy, Reefer Madness and Batboy lifted the roof off the 
building in past years. This time around, it’s Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson, a rowdy, icon-
oclastic look at the nation’s seventh President and our city’s namesake as well as a Tony 
nominee in 2011. 
 With rough-and-ready humor, political satire and a tuneful emo zany score with coun-
try-punk riffs, the show recreates Jackson’s career, as he kicks British butt, shafts the Indi-
ans, and smacks down the Spaniards. Show times are July 12, 13 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 
August 1, 2, 3 at 8 pm. All tickets are $25. www.playersbythesea.org or call 249-0289.  
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 When it comes to kids, we live in a very hands-off world. At stores, 
museums and sometimes even in our own backyards, we encourage them 
to “look, but don’t touch.” At Jacksonville’s new play studio, Discovery 
House, children are given the chance to explore using all of their senses--
even touch! 
 Discovery House is the brainchild of mother-daughter team Patti and 
Amanda Moody. Between them, the duo has over 40 years of experience 
working with children of all ages in various settings, making them the per-
fect pair to head-up the ambitious project.
 We got our first peek at Discovery House during One Spark 2013, 
when the enrichment center took over a portion of the Schultz building for 
a weekend of hands-on activities, story times, live music and play. The 
project won over $800 at the festival. Since then, Discovery House has 
gone from an idea to a reality. 
 In April, the Moodys secured a building--an old auto repair garage, 
long ago repurposed into a daycare center--and began the arduous task 
of transforming the space into a fabulous play studio. Along the way the 
community pitched in by donating essentials, assisting with the remodel-
ing, lending their expertise to make repairs and spreading the word. When 
Discovery House finally opened its doors to the public on June 15th, over 
200 visitors came out to experience the fruits of all this labor and show 
their support.
 Discovery House is comprised of various stations, designed to al-
low kids of all ages an opportunity to learn the way they do best--through 
play! An impressive art room makes up much of the left side of the facil-
ity. Decorated from floor to ceiling in a rainbow of bold colors, the space 
is fully stocked with every art supply imaginable. Visitors are encouraged 
to use them at will to make something new, whether it’s a painting of their 
family on paper or a sculpture of a robot using recycled materials. 

 To the right of the entrance you’ll find a massive room filled with toys 
and activities that encourage imaginative play--dress up clothes, a pup-
pet theater, play kitchens, building blocks and even a pretend “beach,” 
complete with a real, vintage kayak. There’s also a corner especially for 
toddlers, so even the youngest of little explorers will have a place to play. 
 Beyond this main room is the science space, which is home to Bud-
dy the Turtle and a fluffy bunny, whose name I woefully missed during our 
visit. Here you’ll also find science books for all ages and a zoo of animal 
toys and figurines. 
 The final room is home to the facility’s music space, which is made 
up of a wide variety of musical instruments, and a play station dubbed 
“Grandma’s Attic,” which lets kids get a hands-on look at some of the 
items that people used before iPhones and the internet. 
 Though there’s plenty for kids to do now, a second phase of con-
struction is underway in the facility’s backyard. When complete, visitors 
can expect canopy-covered sandboxes, a community garden and pumpkin 
patch, chickens and more.
 Discovery House is more than just free-play. Camps will be offered 

during school breaks, and summer sessions are currently underway. The 
“Be Kind to the Earth” session came to a close last month, but there’s still 
time to register your little camper for one of the facility’s other offerings: 
“M.A.D.D. (Music, Art, Drama, Dance)” will be held from July 8th to the 12th, 
“Palentology” will be from July 22nd to the 26th, and “Strolling Through Italy” 
is scheduled for August 5th to the 9th. More information on each of these 
camps can be found at www.discoveryhousejax.com/Summer-Camps.html.
 When summer comes to a close, Discovery House will begin their 
enrichment classes. These hour-long sessions are a great way for kids 
to flex their creative muscles and to learn something new. Most of the 
classes will be held once a week for six weeks beginning in September. 
Offerings include Cooking, Yoga, Art, Tiny Tots, Theatre and Lego Club. 
Music classes, which will consist of private instruction in a variety of 
instruments, will also be available. Visit www.discoveryhousejax.com/En-
richment-Classes.html for more details.
 In addition to the above, the facility is planning to lend a hand to 
parents by hosting “support groups” once a month to discuss parent-
ing struggles and help find solutions. There will also be monthly Parent’s 
Night Out events, giving kids a safe place to play while the grown-ups 
enjoy some alone time. Date night, anyone?
 Discovery House is located at 3602 Park Street in Avondale and is 
open Monday through Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm. Admission is $4 for 
adults and children ages 1 to 3, and $7 for kids ages 4 to 14. Admission 
includes unlimited play throughout the facility and use of the fully-stocked 
art room. If you love Discovery House you may consider purchasing a 
family membership, which gives you unlimited play anytime during busi-
ness hours and discounts on party packages and Parent’s Night Out as 
well as a discount for any guests you decide to bring with you. The Annual 
Family Membership is $120. For more information, visit www.discovery-
housejax.com or call 388-0606.
 
 

Discovery House
Hands-On Fun in a Hands-Off World

BY KELLIE ABRAHAMSON
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family events

THE RIVERSIDE ARTS MARKET 
Every Saturday, from 10 am to 4 pm, more 
than 100 juried artists showcase the city’s cre-
ative side, from handmade pottery, paintings 
and jewelry, to silk-screened shir ts. RAM’s 
expansive Farmer’s Market features local pro-
duce, as well as artisan breads, fresh cheeses 
and other tasty treats. The Market’s three 
stages present exceptional live entertainment. 
Located at the end of the Northbank Riverwalk, 

under the canopy of the Fuller Warren Bridge. 
www.riversideartsmarket.com

July 3 INTERNATIONAL SOCCER Two of the 
top-ranked teams from the premier division of 
Mexican soccer will face off in a friendly match 
at EverBank Field. Regular season champions 
Tigres de Monterrey (U.A.N.L.) will face the 
league runner-up Cruz Azul in the match. 7:30 
pm. EverBank Field, www.jaxevents.com

July 6 SUPER GROM SURF FESTIVAL The 
Florida Surfing Association presents this series 
at Jacksonville Beach on June 8, July 6 and 
August 3. All three events will be held on the 
south side of the Jacksonville Beach Pier, given 
acceptable surf conditions. Each event is free 
and includes: lunch, a t-shir t, a medal and a 
goody bag for each participant and is open to 
participants ages 10 and under. A parent or 
legal guardian must accompany each partici-
pant at all times. Participation is limited to 150 
entries per event on a first-come first-serve 
basis. You may only enter one event per year. 
This is an introductory surf program designed 
to introduce the sport to new surfers. 9 am to 
1 pm. Jacksonville Beach Pier, 503 N 1st St. 
626-9090, www.floridasurfing.org

July 12 SOCK HOP AT THE CUMMER It’s time 
to polish up the penny loafers, dust off the 
poodle skir t and get ready for some old-school 
Doo-Wop. The Cummer is hosting an old-
fashioned Sock Hop. Cash bar and munchies 
will be available for purchase. Participants are 
welcome to venture inside the Museum and 
check out the classic cars part of the current 
exhibition, Future Retro: The Great Age of the 
American Automobile. 7:30 to 10:30 pm. Cum-
mer Museum of Art & Gardens, 356-6857, 
www.cummer.org

July 13-14 DOZING WITH DINOS Spend 
the night in MOSH’s summer exhibit, Be the 
Dinosaur, or under Fermata, the museum’s 
life-sized whale. Cost is $40 per child, $40 per 
adult (required) and includes a late night pizza 
snack and donut breakfast. Members receive 
a $5 per person discount. Dozing with Dinos 
is from 6:30 pm until 7:30 am. Register online 
or call 396-6674, ext. 226. MOSH, 396-7062, 
www.themosh.org

July 13 TONCA’S BIRTHDAY MOSH hosts a 
bir thday party for their 47-year-old alligator 
snapping turtle, Tonca. Party activities will take 
place from 10 am to 4 pm and will include 
party games, animal encounters and bir thday 
donuts. And, don’t miss Tonca’s annual weigh-
in and check-up. MOSH, 396-7062, www.
themosh.org

July 17 SOUTHERN LEAGUE ALL-STAR GAME 
Don’t miss this premier sporting event right 
here at beautiful Bragan Field. All-Star Game 
Fanfest 3 pm-5:30 pm- An interactive fan 
experience featuring an autograph session with 
the 2013 All-Stars along with fun and games 
for the whole family, $20. 2013 Southern 
League Homerun Derby 6 pm- Top Sluggers in 
the Southern League will compete for the title 
of Southern League Homerun Derby Cham-
pion. Admission included with any 2013 All-
Star Game ticket. The 37th Southern League 
All-Star Game 7:05 pm- Many future Major 
Leaguers will be on the field when the South 
Division takes on the North Division. BirdZerk 
and the ZOOperstars will entertain fans during 
the game with a Fireworks Spectacular follow-
ing the game. $10.50-$25.50. Bragan Field of 
Jacksonville, 358-2846, www.jaxsuns.com

July 20 THE KUNG FU EVOLUTION Don’t miss 
China’s Elite Anhui National Wushu Team for 
an exciting martial arts experience. Witness 
awe-inspiring techniques performed by mas-
ter practitioners, including a traditional Lion 
Dance. Begin your journey now and discover 
the secrets of these ancient Oriental martial 
arts. 7 pm. Times-Union Center, www.jax-
events.com

July 20 VESTCOR 5K BRIDGES RUN The 
Vestcor 5K Bridges Run will begin at 7:30 
pm in Hemming Plaza. Entry fees range from 
$20 to $30. The course is entirely downtown, 
featuring a course over the Main and Acosta 
Bridges. If you are 13 and under, registra-
tion is $15 through July 13th. The post race 
celebration will be in Hemming Plaza and will 
feature live music, food, and other refresh-
ments, for the whole family. Hemming Plaza, 
www.1stplacesports.com

July 27 FLORIDA THEATRE PARANORMAL 
TOURS Join Steve, Pamela, Amy and other 
members of the CW’s show Local Haunts as 
they guide you on a paranormal investigation 
of the notoriously haunted Florida Theatre. In 
2010, Local Haunts captured the holy grail of 
paranormal evidence at the Florida Theatre: 
a full body apparition on video. Syfy’s Fact 
or Faked tried to disprove the video without 
success, and in fact found evidence of their 
own to support the video. Steve, and spiritual 
medium Pamela, will educate on paranormal 
investigation and show you how to feel spirits. 
They’ll demonstrate with live EVP sessions 
so that you can hear the dead speak and will 
conduct photo shoots with the cooperation of 
spirits to capture amazing images. The Youth 
Tour is for 13-18 years old, must have an adult 
chaperone and starts at 8 pm. Cost is $24.50. 
The After Hours Tour takes place at 11 pm and 
is $39.50. Florida Theatre, 355-2787, www.
floridatheatre.com

August 2 5K STADIUM CHALLENGE Everbank 
Field, www.jaxevents.com

JACKSONVILLE SUNS BASEBALL
The Suns are proud members and five-time 
champions of the 10-team Southern League of 
Professional Baseball. This year you will find 
all the Sun’s traditional weekly promotions; 
Thursday Night Throw Down, Friday Family 
Fireworks, Kids Run the Bases, Fifty-Cent Fam-
ily Feast as well as special appearances and 
other fan-favorite promotions. Bragan Field of 
Jacksonville, 358-2846, www.jaxsuns.com
July 10-14 Jax Suns vs Mobile Baybears 
July 28-August 1 Jax Suns vs. Chattanooga 
Lookouts

SHARKS ARENA FOOTBALL  
The Jacksonville Sharks are members of the 
Arena Football League (AFL). The ArenaBowl 
XXIV and back-to-back-to-back South Division 
Champions and play all home games on Sea 
Best Field at the Jacksonville Veterans Memo-
rial Arena. www.jaxsharks.com
July 13 Jacksonville Sharks vs. Spokane 
July 27 Jacksonville Sharks vs. Tampa Bay

HELP WANTED – 
Real Estate Locator, part-time to work 

with Auctioneer/Investor locating 
suitable property. Attractive referral fees 
and bonuses paid. Real Estate experience 
helpful but not necessary, some training 

required.  Send your information from our 
website at www.CharlesParrish.com.

July 3, 7-9 pm INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CONCERT Celebrate Independence Day at 
the Cummer with a Garden Concert featur-
ing the River City Satin Swing Band. Doors 
open at 6 pm. Guests are welcome to 
bring blankets, chairs and food. Food and 
refreshments also available from the cafe. 
$10 members, $20 non-members, chil-
dren under 5 free. Cummer Museum of Art 
& Gardens, 899-6034, www.cummer.org

July 4, 6-10 pm 4th OF JULY UNDER 
THE BRIDGE, The Riverside Arts Market 
on the Northbank Riverwalk, at the Fuller 
Warren Bridge, will be a great viewing spot 
for the City’s fireworks display. A small 
market will have RAM food vendors, beer 
trucks, live music and activities for all 
ages in advance of the sky show at 9:45 
pm. On the River Stage: Antique Animals 
6-7:30 pm and Sweet Scarlett 8-9:45 pm. 
Riverside Arts Market, 715 Riverside Ave, 
www.riversideartsmarket.com

July 4 CITY OF JACKSONVILLE’S 4TH 
OF JULY CELEBRATION Enjoy live music, 
interactive activities, food and beverages 
at the Jacksonville Landing from 4 pm to 
9 pm. Enter tainment includes City Boi, 
Cougar Barrel, Eviction, Seven Springs 
and State of Mind. Activities will be on 
the Nor thbank at Friendship Fountain 
also. Fireworks will be choreographed to 
a special patriotic soundtrack and will be-
gin at 9:45 pm. They can be viewed and 
heard from the Northbank and Southbank 

of the St. Johns River. www.jaxhappenings.
com

July 4 4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS CRUISE 
Join Foxy Lady Cruises for the Admirals 
Dinner Cruise. Then head back to the 
dock at River City Brewing Co. for the 
best view of fireworks display in the city. 
$79.95 includes dinner, cruise, and best 
seat in town for fireworks! Foxy Lady 
Cruises, 398 E. Coastline Dr., 398-9553, 
ww.foxyladycruises.com

July 4 STARS AND STRIPES AT THE SEA 
WALK The City of Jacksonville Beach hosts 
Stars and Stripes at the Sea Walk, with live 
music all day, food trucks, kid zone and 
fireworks at 9 pm. Live music from Flag-
ship Romance, country music artist Craig 
Campbell, and patriotic music by Navy Band 
Southeast. 12 noon to 10 pm. Sea Walk 
Pavilion, Jacksonville Beach, 270-9301, 
www.jacksonvillebeach.org

July 5 JULY 5TH BEACHES CLEANUP This 
is an opportunity to show respect for and 
pride in Jacksonville’s beaches. Spend part 
of the morning along the shoreline, collect-
ing litter and debris that can degrade the 
beaches, threaten marine life and pose safe-
ty hazards. Bags and gloves will be distrib-
uted. Must be at least 18 or accompanied 
by an adult. 7 am to 9 am. Locations are at 
Atlantic Boulevard at the ocean, Beach Bou-
levard at the ocean and 16th Avenue South 
at the ocean. 630-3420, www.coj.net

July 4th Celebrations
(Find more July 4th events at eujacksonville.com under Holiday Events.)
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If you don’t get something right on the first few 
tries, don’t say, “I’m sorry.” Say, “I rock.”

 That’s a rule at the non-profit Girls Rock camp in Jacksonville, which is July 29 through August 2 at 
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts. In its second year, the camp is at full capacity with 45 girls ages 9 to 
16. During just one week, they will pick up instruments, form bands and write and perform songs, all while 
building confidence and positive self-identity in a non-competitive environment.
 The campers will perform their original songs during a showcase at the Florida Theatre at 3 pm, Sat-
urday, August 3. Tickets are $15.
 Alicia Canessa, one of the camp’s founders and organizers, has noticed that young girls often apolo-
gize when they’re not at fault. “The rule makes you see that you apologize sometimes just for taking up 
space,” she says. “If you’re constantly apologizing as simply as you would say, ‘hello,’ to someone, it 
compounds this idea that you don’t have a voice or have much value.”
 The Jacksonville camp is one of more than 40 camps in the international Girls Rock Camp Alliance, 
which boasts influence from Austria to the U.K. to Iceland. Canessa, who has a bachelor’s degree in sociol-
ogy from the University of North Florida, became interested in Girls Rock for its gender-responsive ideology 
and social goals. The mission is to embrace self-empowerment and to promote a reality where gender, race 
and socio-economic status do not determine who can or can’t undertake endeavors like music.
 In addition to the music lessons, there will be workshops on basic physical and emotional self-de-
fense, making Zines, do-it-yourself media promotion, screenprinting, and image and identity.
 “We’re trying to create social change. Our vessel is music and self-expression,” Canessa says. The 
music industry is male-dominated, making it an apropos focus for a camp that encourages girls to venture 
outside their safety zones and to take risks.

 At the beginning of the camp, the girls may not always speak their minds or feel comfortable. Creating 
an environment that facilitates personal growth helps them get past those fears. “By the end, [they’re] shar-
ing things about themselves and helping each other,” she says. “You see it. It’s evident how their attitudes 
and behavior change… in a very positive way.”
 Rory Pennington, 10, attended in 2012 and will be attending again this year. Her mom, Jenny Kalota, 
noticed that her daughter gained confidence and conquered some of her stage fright after last year’s camp. 
“She’s still a little shy, but she’s opened up more. She’s definitely more interested in music,” Kalota says.
 A month before the camp, Rory has already been brainstorming band names like The Echos and The 
Good, The Bad and The Rock ‘n’ Roll. Last year, she played guitar, and now she wants to learn keyboards. 
She admits to being nervous on the first day, but she says that went away when she “started to meet more 
people and get to know them better.” She’s not so nervous this time around. Instead, she’s focused on 
“getting better at instruments” so that she can try out for LaVilla School of the Arts next year.
 During camp week, the staff and volunteers are all female. A group of local musicians are helping out, 
including Robin Rutenburg, Summer Wood and Naarah Strokosch of the folk band Four Families, Alex E. of 
Wildlife Society, singer-songwriter Elizabeth Russell and hip-hop artist Cherub “Chopp” Stewart.
  “Rock” may be in the camp’s name, but the girls aren’t limited musically to one genre. With a diverse 
group of musicians volunteering, they can explore whatever type of music they enjoy. “They can’t really 
make mistakes, especially with the music, because it’s a very creative collaborative situation,” Canessa 
says. “These girls, they let loose. When they’re in the bands, it’s fantastic.”
 For more on the Jacksonville camp and the Girls Rock Camp Alliance, go to girlsrockjacksonville.org 
and girlsrockcampalliance.org.
 
WHEN: 3 pm Saturday, Aug. 3  WHERE: The Florida Theatre, 128 E. Forsyth St., Jacksonville
TICKETS: $15  INFO: girlsrockjacksonville.org

Girls rock Jacksonville
By HeatHer Lovejoy

rory Pennington
photo by barbara georges

photo by barbara georges

photo by  krab stiq
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by kellie abrahamson

NEW LocaL Music
Congratulations to Jacksonville Beach musical wunderkind Dalton Cyr, a talented, 12-year-

old who was recently named one of the world’s most promising songwriters by a group of 

knowledgeable industry professionals. Dalton beat out hundreds of artists from around the 

globe and will receive his prize this month: a scholarship to attend the prestigious Prodigy 

Camp in Washington State.  •  Attention local bands: do you have what it takes to win the 

Eclipse Studios Showdown? This battle of the bands competition is unlike any other. Musi-

cians will have the opportunity to win fabulous prizes including studio recording time, an HD 

video shoot, promotional packages, cold hard cash and more. Hurry, you must send in your 

submission by July 15th to be considered! All information can be found at www.facebook.

com/eclipserecordingco.  •  The duo known as MasseyVibe will be relocating to Nashville 

in August and will be bidding farewell to the First Coast with one final show at Burro Bar on 

the 5th. The show will also feature performances by DAMS, the Ruffians and Folk is People.  

•  Hip hop artist Keylow aka Mr. Low will unveil his new record at Freebird Live on July 6th. 

Expect live sets from $Big Buck$, Chef Rocc, ECC, Top Guns, Boogie, Dez Nado and more. 

The first 100 people will receive a copy of the album, so arrive early!  •  Samuel Sanders, 

who launched a Kickstarter campaign in March to raise funds for his sophomore album, is 

releasing that record on the 26th. His CD release party is scheduled that same night at Un-

derbelly.  •  Finally, two local music projects were successfully funded through Kickstarter 

last month. Singer/songwriter Kara Frazier raised over $9,000 to record her debut CD and 

the Oklawaha County Jamboree raised over $6000 to create a Gamble Rogers tribute al-

bum. 
 

GEt outta toWN!
July 7 Harry Connick Jr. Chastain Park Amphitheatre (Atlanta, GA)

July 13 Lil Wayne MIDFLORIDA Credit Union Amphitheatre at the Florida State Fairground 

(Tampa, FL)

July 20 Marilyn Manson, Sat, Jul 20, Jannus Live (St. Petersburg, FL)

July 31 The 2013 Rockstar Energy Drink Mayhem Festival: Rob Zombie / Five Finger 

Death Punch / Mastodon / Amon Amarth MIDFLORIDA Credit Union Amphitheatre at the 

Florida State Fairground (Tampa, FL)
 

JuLy Music RELEasEs

 
 

 Our St. Johns River is certainly the life-
blood of Jacksonville. Its majestic scenery 
abounds, showcasing our shore’s bounty of 
tranquil vistas and teeming Downtown devel-
opments. We’ve come a long way since Cow-
ford, and the best way to take in the delightful 
sights is by boat on Jacksonville’s newest river 
cruise, soon to be named the “Lady of Jack-
sonville,” operated by Foxy Lady Cruises.
 The yacht is a magnificent 96-foot Skip-
perliner boat which can hold up to 149 people. 
She has two climate-controlled salons, as well 
as open-air decks and a galley. The boat has a 
20 foot beam (width at waterline) which means 
smooth sailing, even in choppy water. The 
captain and crew keep this seven-year-old ves-
sel in immaculate condition and go out of their 
way to provide every guest a great experience.
 Ship’s captain and owner John Mich-
kowski, known as Capt. Mitch, brought the 

boat to Jack-
sonville from 
Naples. The 
company also 
operates a ves-
sel in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, 
and says he 
finds Jackson-
ville a wonderful 
port for their 
brand of mari-
time excursions. 
“I’ve been 
delighted to find 
Jacksonville 
such a friendly 

and laid-back town. The weather here provides 
sailing year round, unlike Wisconsin where the 
rivers are frozen for seven months of the year.”
 When asked how it was dealing with the 

City’s regulations and local authorities, Capt. 
Mitch smiled and said, “The Coast Guard is the 
Coast Guard. They do a great job and inspect 
our vessel on a regular basis, which is good, 
and the City has been very friendly and accom-
modating.” 

 Capt. Mitch brings a restauranteur’s ex-
pertise to the food service aboard. The galley 
is expansive and equipped with the latest food 
prep technology. The lunch cruise I took de-
lighted me with some of the best galley-made 
chicken salad to be had. Evening cruises fea-
ture catering from Biscotti’s Restaurant. Their 
menu is online and features two entrées on 
Friday dinner cruises and two different entrées 
on Saturday dinner cruises. And, they offer a 
fully-stocked bar, manned by an experienced 
mixologist. You can sit back and sip your 
favorite cocktail, enjoy the ride and leave the 
driving to Capt. Mitch.
 Scheduled excursions include sunset din-
ner cruises, lunch, sightseeing, cocktail cruis-
es and Sunday brunch. There’s no better place 
to take in the beauty and charm of Downtown. 
The ship departs from the Northbank, directly 
behind the old Courthouse, where there’s plen-
ty of riverfront parking available. Reservations 
can be booked at www.foxyladycruises.com or 
by calling 398-9553.

FoXy LaDy cRuisEs 
on the St. Johns River by D. otoni

Capt. mitch

Foxy lady’s helpful staff

JULY 2

A Great Big Pile Of Leaves You’re Always 

On My Mind

Big Black Cloud Black Friday

Look Alive Mistakes & Milestones

Never Shout Never Sunflower

Owen L’Ami du Peuple

Relient K Collapsible Lung

 

JULY 9

Speedy Ortiz Major Arcana

Whirr Around

Blake Hazard The Eleanor Islands

CFCF Music For Objects

Editors The Weight of Your Love

 

JULY 16

Gauntlet Hair Stills

Cherry Poppin’ Daddies White Teeth, Black 

Thoughts

Pepper Pepper

Serena Ryder Harmony

Sick Puppies Connect

NGHBRS Twenty One Rooms

Them Swoops Glimmers

Patrick Sweany Close to the Floor

 

JULY 23

Bombadil Metrics of Affection

Aiden Knight Small Reveal

Van Dyke Parks Songs Cycled

Fight or Flight A Life by Design?

Serj Tankian Jazz-iz Christ

Sombear Love You in the Dark

The Cairo Gang Tiny Rebels

Wallpaper. Ricky Reed Is Real

 

JULY 30

Heaven Telepathic Love

Backstreet Boys In A World Like This 

T. Hardy Morris Audition Tapes

Alpha Blondy Mystic Power

Michael Franti & Spearhead All People
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FOUR
CONVENIENT 

LOCATIONS

When: 9 pm Wednesday,  July 3, following the Downtown Art Walk
Where: Swagsonville, 109 E. Bay St.
Cost: Free
Info: jacksonvilleartwalk.com and swagsonville.com

“Rectangles dominate people’s lives,” says Jacksonville-based 
musician Mikey Kettinger of Mikey’s Imaginary Friends. Televisions, 
smartphones, computer screens: they are simple shapes wielding not-
so-simple implications, driving a cultural obsession that Kettinger freely 
admits permeates his own life. 

This phenomenon inspired the title of his latest work, Powerful 
Rectangles: Part One, a short, colorful album that, while named for 
today’s technological reality, sounds reminiscent of 1990s acts like 
Harvey Danger and Pavement. Less expansive and psychedelic in 
sound than on previous albums, the band has taken a more melodic, 
minimalistic approach.

Mikey’s Imaginary Friends has seen several incarnations, but 
Kettinger has played regularly with drummer James McMurray for about 
two years. They typically perform alone, but when they clamber atop a 
vintage fire truck to perform at their upcoming release party, they will be 
joined by the guest musicians featured on the album, which was recorded 
locally at Warehouse Studios.

Kettinger and McMurray, both in their late 20s, say the album’s 
title is not a complaint about our society. They’re not the type to gripe, 
they insist. As a couple of laid-back guys, they’d rather communicate 
positivity. Yes, the “powerful rectangles” referred to in the album’s title 
can be harmful, they say. That’s obvious. People love to talk about how 
much they hate smartphones and Facebook and iPads, but “why not 
use the technology for a positive outcome?” Kettinger asks. “I embrace 
[technology]. We can sit here and complain about it, or we can learn how to 
use it. It can be a really good tool to let people know about good things.”

McMurray sees the band as a vehicle for reminding people not to 
limit themselves with cynicism. “Surround yourself with more positive 
people,” he says. “When you surround yourself with Debbie Downers and 
Negative Nancys, it’s easy to become that way, too.” “I don’t want to be 
infected with negativity,” Kettinger chimes in.

Kettinger, who teaches Art and P.E. to kids, has noticed there’s 
a certain point during youth when cynicism sets in. He believes it’s a 
superficial way of thinking, and the song, ‘Anthem for a Shallow Youth,’ 
encourages people to veer from that, he says. They aren’t snubbing 
younger generations or claiming superiority.

“You can be in the treehouses with me. We will see many things. 
Brown, blue and green. It’s in my brain for today. I hope it stays,” he 
sings. His lyrics tend to be abstract, but with his explanation of the 
song in mind, it becomes clear he wants to encourage young people to 
maintain – and for grown-ups to regain – a child’s sense of wonderment.

The new album is just 25 minutes long, which they think matches 
people’s short attention spans amid a world of “powerful rectangles.” 
Rather than produce one massive project, they split the tracks, and 
Powerful Rectangles: Part Two is set for release late this year.

For more on the band, go to mikeysimaginaryfriends.com.

Album 
Release Party 
BY HEATHER LOVEJOY

“Why not use the technology for a positive outcome?” 

Kettinger asks. “I embrace [technology]. We can sit here and 

complain about it, or we can learn how to use it. It can be a 

really good tool to let people know about good things.”

Mikey’s iMaginary 
Friends
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July 2 Tuesday Serenade Featuring TGIF The 
Jacksonville Public Library is hosting a free 
program of music featuring Navy Band South-
east’s New Orleans-style Dixieland group, TGIF. 
Boasting a long tradition of feel-good music 
throughout the Southeast, TGIF arose from 
performances at various Navy commands on 
Friday afternoons, in the “Thank Goodness 
It’s Friday” spirit. Now, every day is Friday! 
Hicks Auditorium on the Conference Level of 
the Main Library Downtown, 630-2665, www.
jplmusic.blogspot.com
 
July 3 TGT: Tyrese, Ginuwine & Tank This 
R&B supergroup originally formed in 2007 
but hasn’t been able to release an album due 
to contractual obligations…until now! This 
month, at long last, fans of Tyrese, Ginuwine 
and Tank will get to hear what the trio sounds 
like together when their debut album, 3 Kings, 
hits stores on the 23rd. Until then, prepare 
yourself by checking out TGT live at the Times-
Union Center on the 3rd. Tickets: $59. Times-
Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373

July 7 Mac Miller Pittsburg rapper Mac Miller 
is currently making his way across the country 
for his Space Migration Tour in support of his 
sophomore album, Watching Movies with the 
Sound Off, which was released last month. 
The tour’s Jacksonville stop is on the 7th and, 
rumor has it, Miller will be bringing a ton of 
guests along, including Chance the Rapper, 
Vince Staples, the Internet, Choo Jackson and 
the Come Up. Tickets: $28-$70. Brewster’s 
Megaplex-Roc Bar, 233-9850

July 8 Relient K / The Almost Relient K 
and their newly revamped line up are hit-
ting the road this fall with special guests The 
Almost. Both bands are touring in support 
of brand new albums-Relient K’s Collaps-
ible Lung, which is out on July 2nd, and The 
Almost’s The Fear Inside Our Bones, which 
was released last month. The bands will be 
stopping by Freebird on the 8th, with The 
Rocketboys and Driver Friendly. Tickets: $20. 
Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

July 10 Matt Pond When we last saw Matt 
Pond he was living in St. Augustine and pre-

see u there
EU’s Featured Music Events

paring to release his latest record, The Lives 
Inside the Lines in Your Hand. Since then, Mr. 
Pond has been busy. The record was released, 
the critics raved, and tours have been booked. 
This month Matt Pond returns to the First 
Coast to perform for his (adoptive) hometown 
audience. Orlando’s the Pauses and Charlotte, 
NC-based Matrimony are scheduled to open. 
Tickets: $10. Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

July 13 Alex Bugnon The Ritz presents a 
summer sizzler concert with jazz pianist Alex 
Bugnon. One show only at 8 pm. Tickets $27. 
Ritz Theatre, 632-5555, www.ritzjacksonville.
com

July 14 12th Annual Summer Jazz Series 
Enjoy the music of award-winning jazz artists 
as they perform live at the 2013 Jacksonville 
Beach Summer Jazz Series on July 14th at the 
Sea Walk Pavilion. This free concert event will 
feature music by Jeff Lorber & Everette Harp, 
Matt Marshak and Pierre & Company. Bring 
your blanket or lawn chair and arrive early to 
secure a good spot on the lawn! Sea Walk Pa-
vilion (Jacksonville Beach), 247-6100

July 15 Fatality Smarter, stronger and musi-
cally tighter than ever, Canadian thrash party 
monsters Fatality unleashed their sophomore 
album, Psychonaut, late last month. Now 
they’re taking to the road for an epic two 
month US tour dubbed the “Toward Disastour.” 
Fatality’s trademark energy and commitment 
to drunken mayhem are sure to be a perfect 
fit at Shantytown, where they’ll be taking to 
the stage on the 15th. Tickets: $5. Shantytown, 
798-8222

July 17 Roosevelt Collier’s Electro Jam Best 
known as the pedal steel vir tuoso amongst 
the Lee Boys, Roosevelt Collier is trying 
something a little different this month. Collier 
has teamed up with members of Greenhouse 
Lounge, Lucky Costello, S.P.O.R.E. and other 
local musicians for an experimental superjam 
unlike anything Jacksonville, and Collier him-
self, have ever experienced before. This one 
will be worth leaving the house for! Tickets: 
$8/advance, $10/day of show. 1904 Music 
Hall, 356-0213

July 19-20 Surf Fest Jacksonville The two-
day festival, in honor of the distinctive genre 
known as surf music, will begin on the 19th 
with Tallahassee’s The Intoxicators providing 
the tunes beginning at 10:30 pm. The party 
starts a little earlier on the 20th, at 6 pm to be 
exact, leaving plenty of time for a variety of 
surf bands to take to the stage including The 
Mystery Men? and the Surge! (both of whom 
hail from Atlanta), Orlando’s Nova Rays, Merritt 
Island’s Danny Morris Band and our very own 
Crowkeepers. Rumor has it Gold Dust Lounge, 
from Miami, may be stopping by as well. Un-
derbelly, 353-6067

July 25 The Psychedelic Furs Led by vocalist 
and songwriter Richard Butler, and his bass-
wielding brother Tim, the Furs won over fans 
and critics alike by combining poetic lyrics, 
innovative rhythms and melodies driven by 
an aggressive, punk desperation. Through it 
all, the band scored major hits with ‘Love My 
Way,’ ‘Pretty In Pink,’ ‘Heaven,’ ‘The Ghost In 
You’ and ‘Heartbreak Beat.’ The band will be 
stopping by the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall this 
month to perform these chart-toppers and so 
much more. Tickets: $28.50- $32. Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall, 209-0346

July 26 The Monkees Following their sold out 
2012 fall tour, Michael Nesmith, Micky Dolenz, 
and Peter Tork return to the stage this summer 
for a reprise. Because of the overwhelming 
demand from fans unable to see the limited run 
the trio undertook last November, The Monkees 
are bowing to popular demand, bringing their 
show to all new venues and markets this sum-
mer, including our very own St. Augustine Am-
phitheatre on the 26th. Tickets: $39.50-$79.50. 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965

July 28 Music Under the Oaks Acoustic musi-
cians are once again invited to the Mandarin 
Museum for a jam session under the oaks this 
month. This gathering is the last one of its kind 
scheduled this year, so if you’ve been dragging 
your feet, now’s your chance to dust off your 
instrument and join in. Music Under the Oaks 
is a free event and a wonderful way to connect 
with some of the area’s most talented musi-
cians and songwriters. Mandarin Museum & 
Historical Society, 268-0784

The Crowkeepers, July 19-20 Surf Fest at Underbelly

scream the Prayer 2013

 Some of the biggest names in 
Christian metal and hardcore are hitting 
the road this summer for the sixth annual 
Scream the Prayer Tour, presented by 
INRI Clothing. The tour will be in Jackson-
ville at the Murray Hill Theatre on July 5th.
 This year, Riverside, California’s 
deathcore four piece Impending Doom 
will headliner. The bill will also feature 
Gideon, Wolves at the Gate, Fit for a King, 
The Great Commission, The Overseer, 
Silent Planet, Those Who Fear and Every-
one Dies in Utah. One lucky local band, 
selected via the Murray Hill’s Battle of the 
Bands competition, will open the show. 
 Tickets for Scream the Prayer range 
from $16 in advance and $18 the day 
of the show. For more information, visit 
www.murrayhilltheatre.com or call 388-
3179. 
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music events
July 2
Alesana / The Color Morale / Upon This 
Dawning / Lions Lions / Megosh Jack Rab-
bits, 398-7496
Navy Band Southeast’s Dixieland Group Main 
Library, 630-2665
 
July 3
Canary in the Coalmine MOCA Jacksonville, 
366-6911
The Resolvers 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
Tyrese / Ginuwine / Tank Times-Union Center- 
Moran Theater, 632-3373
Zach Deputy Nippers Beach Grille (Jackson-
ville Beach), 247-3300
River City Satin Swing Band Cummer Mu-
seum of Art & Gardens, 899-6004
Saltwater Grass / Bonnie Blue / Jackson-
Vegas / Dirt Floor Krackers Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
Porter / Devalued / Nunhex Atticus Bar, 634-
8813
Rigoletto / Fort Stories / The Monument Un-
derbelly, 353-6067
 
July 4
Antique Animals / Sweet Scarlett Riverside 
Arts Market, 554-6865
Sacred Teachers / Heavy Flow / Memphib-
ians / VOIDS Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/
burrobar
Northe / Oscar Mike / Tom Bennett Band / 
Jenni Reid Underbelly, 353-6067
Colt Ford / Old Southern Moonshine Revival / 
Shotgun Redd Mavericks Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 
356-1110
 
July 5
Alter Eagles / The Bryce Alastair Band Free-
bird Live, 246-BIRD
Toots Lorraine & the Traffic Mojo No.4, 381-
6670
Scream the Prayer: Impending Doom / Gide-
on / Wolves at the Gate / Fit for a King / The 
Great Commission / Everyone Dies in Utah 
/ The Overseer / Those Who Fear / Silent 
Planet Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Parkridge / A Way Without / Matt Pye Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Allele / Endo Brewster’s Megaplex-Roc Bar, 
233-9850
Spirit Animal / Swimm / Antique Animals 
Underbelly, 353-6067
Hooch Trade Winds Lounge (St. Augustine), 
829-9336

One Nite Stand Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
DAMS / MasseyVibe / The Ruffians / Folk is 
People Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/bur-
robar
Mitch Kuhman Indochine San Marco & Buddah 
Lounge, 306-9004
Lisa Kelly Jazz Collective 95 Cordova (St. 
Augustine), 810-6810
Denied Til Death / Evisorax Atticus Bar, 634-
8813
Las Supper / Big Daddy Kane Ultra Lounge, 
318-5588
 
July 6
Big Time Rush / Jackson Guthy / Olivia So-
merlyn St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Laney Jones European Street Listening Room 
(Beach Blvd), 399-1740
Canary in the Coalmine / Pam Affronti / Jerry 
Maniscalco / River Necks / Grandpa’s Cough 
Medicine Riverside Arts Market, 554-6865
MR LOW/ Big Buck$ / ECC / Top Guns / Boo-
gie / Dez Nado Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
The FreEDM Bangers The Standard (St. Au-
gustine), (321) 412-6191
Hooch Trade Winds Lounge (St. Augustine), 
829-9336
What Luck Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Rhythm Remedy Mojo No.4, 381-6670
Lisa Kelly Jazz Collective 95 Cordova (St. 
Augustine), 810-6810
Subject to Change Festival: Corey Griffin / 
East China / Sea Full on Assault / Burnt Hair 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Uncle Kenny Dread White Murray Hill Theatre- 
Fringe Cafe, 388-3179
Jamie Davis / Steven Flowers Band Maver-
icks Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 356-1110
 
July 7
Mrs. Skannotto / Sons of Belfast / Chieforia 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Mac Miller Brewster’s Megaplex-Roc Bar, 
233-9850
Pamela Affronti Murray Hill Theatre-Fringe 
Cafe, 388-3179
 
July 8
Relient K / The Almost / The Rocketboys / 
Driver Friendly Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
The North & South Dakotas / Canary in the 
Coalmine Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/bur-
robar

July 9
Noah Peterson Three Layers, 355-9791
 
July 10
Authority Zero / Ballyhoo / Versus the World / 
Danka Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Matt Pond / Matrimony / The Pauses Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Koji / Turnover / Ivy League / Have Mercy 
Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/burrobar
The Ember Days / IgniteNext / Michael Cro-
nin Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Xmas / Zap Dragon & the Attack / Among 
Giants Underbelly, 353-6067
Askultura 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
 
July 11
Rebecca Pronsky European Street Listening 
Room (San Marco), 399-1740
Opposite Box / Fusebox Funk 1904 Music 
Hall, 356-0213
 
July 12
7th Street Band Mojo No.4, 381-6670
Ghost Owl / S.P.O.R.E. Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
TD Trio Murray Hill Theatre-Fringe Cafe, 388-
3179
We Still Dream / VICES / Engraved / On My 
Honor The Standard (St. Augustine), (321) 
412-6191
Motive / The Dog Apollo 1904 Music Hall, 
356-0213
Those Guys Trade Winds Lounge (St. Augus-
tine), 829-9336
Fratello West Inn Cantina, 389-1131
The Ride Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Jack & Jerry Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Madball / Expire / Code Orange Kids Atticus 
Bar, 634-8813
Kaleigh Baker / Mama Blue Underbelly, 353-
6067
 

Relient K - July 8 at Freebird
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July 13
Bread & Butter Mojo No.4, 381-6670
Paul Garfinkel / Honey Boy & Boots European 
Street Listening Room (Beach Blvd), 399-1740
Those Guys Trade Winds Lounge (St. Augus-
tine), 829-9336
The Ride Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
The Board Brothers / Spiral Bound / T3AM 
/ Meredith Rae Riverside Arts Market, 554-
6865
Lisa Kelly Jazz Collective 95 Cordova (St. 
Augustine), 810-6810
The Jahmen / Spread the Dub / Mr. Right 
Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Ying Yang Twins / FKi / The Melker Project 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
The Noctambulant / Vomikaust / Nefarious 
Ascendency Atticus Bar, 634-8813
Green Sunshine 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
July 14
12th Annual Summer Jazz Series: Jeff Lorber 
& Everette Harp / Matt Marshak / Pierre 
& Company Sea Walk Pavilion (Jacksonville 
Beach), 247-6100
The Maine / Rocket to the Moon / This Cen-
tury / Brighten Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Danielle Howle & Firework Show Jack Rab-
bits, 398-7496
 
July 15
Fatality Shantytown, 798-8222
Dean/Dale / Hardship Anchors / Whiskeyface 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
 
July 16
The Coathangers / Memphibians Jack Rab-
bits, 398-7496
The Gallery Underbelly, 353-6067
 
July 17
Roosevelt Collier’s Electro Jam 1904 Music 

Hall, 356-0213
Pacific Dub / Sidereal / Prime Trees Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
I Am Endseeker / Islander / Skyburner / 
Dream of the Day Murray Hill Theatre, 388-
3179
 
July 18
Jax Jazz Collective European Street Listening 
Room (San Marco), 399-1740
Texas Hippie Coalition / Eve to Adam / Da-
kota Black / Whiskey Dogs Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Sumilan 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
 
July 19
Andrew McMahon Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Grandpa’s Cough Medicine Mojo No.4, 381-
6670
The Happiness Machine / Fjord Explorer / 
The Passenger Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
Worth Road / The Eleventh Hour / Arbor Park 
/ Jamie Messer Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Archnemesis 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
Spanky Trade Winds Lounge (St. Augustine), 
829-9336
Lift Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 269-
4198
Surf Fest Jacksonville: The Intoxicators Un-
derbelly, 353-6067
Mitch Kuhman Indochine San Marco & Buddah 
Lounge, 306-9004
Dirty Pete West Inn Cantina, 389-1131
Bryce Alastair Band / Daryl Hance / Jim Da-
vis Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
 
July 20
Sublime with Rome / Pennywise / Julian 
Marley / HB Surround Sound St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Peyton Mangum Band European Street Listen-

ing Room (Beach Blvd), 399-1740
Spanky Trade Winds Lounge (St. Augustine), 
829-9336
Monster Fool Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Mondo Mike & the Po-Boys Mojo No.4, 381-
6670
Surf Fest Jacksonville: The Mystery Men? 
/ The Surge! / The Nova Rays / Gold Dust 
Lounge/ The Crowkeepers / The Danny Mor-
ris Band Underbelly, 353-6067
Payton/Mangum Band / Al Poindexter & River 
Rise / Red Acoustic Trio Riverside Arts Mar-
ket, 554-6865
Lisa Kelly Jazz Collective 95 Cordova (St. 
Augustine), 810-6810
Conrad Oberg & His Band Mojo Kitchen 
(Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636
Drivin N Cryin’ Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Souls of Mischiel / Amerigo Gazaway Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Oscar Mike 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
July 21
The Aristocrats 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
The Saturday Giant Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
 
July 23
Real / Candy Hearts / Stickup Kid Atticus Bar, 
634-8813
MyChildren MyBride / Erra / Death of an Era / 
I am the Witness / Cadience Murray Hill The-
atre, 388-3179
 
July 24
Toad the Wet Sprocket / A Fragile Tomorrow 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
SOJA / John Brown’s Body Mavericks Rock N’ 
Honky Tonk, 356-1110
Cousin Dan 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
 
July 25
The Psychedelic Furs Ponte Vedra Concert 
Hall, 209-0346
Doc Handy European Street Listening Room 
(San Marco), 399-1740
Passafire / Stick Figure / Tatanka Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Machine Gun Kelly Brewster’s Megaplex-Roc 
Bar, 233-9850
 
July 26
The Monkees St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 
471-1965
Black Out / Paris Bennett Brewster’s Mega-
plex-Roc Bar, 233-9850
Red River Band Trade Winds Lounge (St. Au-
gustine), 829-9336
Circle of Influence Whitey’s Fish Camp (Or-
ange Park), 269-4198
Smokestack Mojo No.4, 381-6670
Samuel Sanders Underbelly, 353-6067
Jivey West Inn Cantina, 389-1131

The Monkees - July 26
at St. Augustine Amphitheatre
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Appetite for Destruction / Red, White & Crue / 
Poison’d Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
RickoLus / Fjord Explorer / Four Families Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Corey Smith The Standard (St. Augustine), 
(321) 412-6191
 
July 27
Beware the Neverending / Decided By Fate 
/ Phinehas / Leaders / Awakener Murray Hill 
Theatre, 388-3179
Lawless Hearts Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Vinyl Thief / Sir Brother 1904 Music Hall, 356-
0213
Jim & Rachel Carrick European Street Listening 
Room (Beach Blvd), 399-1740
Red River Band Trade Winds Lounge (St. Au-
gustine), 829-9336
Circle of Influence Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Bay Street Band Mojo No.4, 381-6670
Magnets & Ghosts Underbelly, 353-6067
 
July 28
Music Under the Oaks Mandarin Museum & 
Historical Society, 268-0784
T3AM / The Light Within / Come Down Denver 
/ Master Radical / Pranayam / Friends of 
Blake Brewster’s Megaplex, 233-9850
 
July 29
Fear & Wonder / Dead Like You Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
 

July 31
Garrett on Acoustic / Mitch Kuhman 1904 Mu-
sic Hall, 356-0213
Sam Pacetti Underbelly, 353-6067
August 1
Stephen Simmons European Street Listening 
Room (San Marco), 399-1740
The Black Rabbits 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
Jarren Benton Brewster’s Megaplex-Roc Bar, 
233-9850
 
August 2
Mitch Kuhman Indochine San Marco & Buddah 
Lounge, 306-9004
Greg Bates / Lukas Bracewell Mavericks Rock 
N’ Honky Tonk, 356-1110
Uncle Kenny Dread Murray Hill Theatre-Fringe 
Cafe, 388-3179
Beartoe / Emily Double Day Underbelly, 353-
6067
 
August 3
Grandpa’s Cough Medicine European Street 
Listening Room, 399-1740
Louderpalooza 2 Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
Lisa Kelly Jazz Collective 95 Cordova (St. Au-
gustine), 810-6810
Ceremony Atticus Bar, 634-8813
Nobody on Land / The Blank Canvas / Helios 
Hand Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Lefty Williams Band / Mike Martin 1904 Music 
Hall, 356-0213
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UPCOMING CONCERTS
Aug 3 Grandpa’s Cough Medicine European Street Listening Room, 399-1740
Aug 3 Lefty Williams Band / Mike Martin 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
Aug 7 Justin Bieber Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309
Aug 9 Alabama St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965Aug 10  Blue Suede   
 Shoes: The Ultimate Elvis Bash Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Aug 10 Clean Water Music Fest Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
AuG 15  Whetherman European Street Listening Room (San Marco), 399-1740
Aug 16 Victoria Justice St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Aug 17 Black Kids Underbelly, 353-6067
Aug 22 Slightly Stoopid St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Aug 23 Jars of Clay Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Sept 8 Steely Dan St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Sept 13 Gentlemen of the Road: Edward Sharpe & the Magnetic Zeros Francis Field  
 (St. Augustine), www.gentlemenoftheroad.com
Sept 14 Gentlemen of the Road: Mumford & Sons Francis Field (St. Augustine),   
 www.gentlemenoftheroad.com
Sept 19 Gram Parsons Guitar Pull Songwriting Contest Underbelly, 353-6067
Sept 22 Rebelution / Collie Buddz / Zion I St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Sept 26 Colin Hay Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Oct 5 Gary Starling Jazz European Street Listening Room, 399-1740
Oct 14 Aaron Carter Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Oct 18 The Lumineers St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Oct 18 They Might be Giants / Moon Hooch Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Oct 24 Rev. Horton Heat/Wayne “Trainwreck” Hancock Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Oct 24 Switchfoot Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Oct 25 Neko Case Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Oct 26 John Fogerty St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Oct 26 Freedy Johnston Underbelly, 353-6067
Oct 29 Michael Buble Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309
Nov 9 Mannheim Steamroller / Martina McBride Jacksonville Veterans Memorial  
 Arena, 353-3309
Nov 10 Celtic Thunder Times-Union Center- Moran Theater, 632-3373
Nov 15 Spyro Gyra Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Nov 19 John Denver Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Nov 20 Straight No Chaser Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Nov 22 Ring of Fire: The Music of Johnny Cash Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Dec 1 The Irish Tenors Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Dec 18 Peter White Christmas featuring Rick Braun & Mindi Abair Florida   
 Theatre, 355-2787

The Lumineers coming October 18 to St. Augustine Amphitheatre
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read complete movie 
reviews every week 
at eujacksonville.comJULY movies

Now showiNg
MAN OF STEEL 
A young boy learns that he has extraordinary 
powers and is not of this Earth. As a young 
man, he journeys to discover where he came 
from and what he was sent here to do. But 
the hero in him must emerge if he is to save 
the world from annihilation and become the 
symbol of hope for all mankind. Starring: Henry 
Cavill, Amy Adams, Michael Shannon, Kevin 
Costner, Diane Lane, Laurence Fishburne, Antje 
Traue, Ayelet Zurer, Christopher Meloni and 
Russell Crowe. Rated PG-13
 
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY 
Ever since college-bound Mike Wazowski 
(voice of Billy Crystal) was a little monster, 
he has dreamed of becoming a Scarer—and 
he knows better than anyone that the best 
Scarers come from Monsters University (MU). 
But during his first semester at MU, Mike’s 
plans are derailed when he crosses paths with 
hotshot James P. Sullivan, “Sulley” (voice of 
John Goodman), a natural-born Scarer. The 
pair’s out-of-control competitive spirit gets 
them both kicked out of the University’s elite 
Scare Program. To make matters worse, they 
realize they will have to work together, along 
with an odd bunch of misfit monsters, if they 
ever hope to make things right. Rated G
 
WORLD WAR Z 
The story revolves around United Nations 
employee Gerry Lane (Brad Pitt), who 
traverses the world in a race against time to 
stop a pandemic that is toppling armies and 
governments and threatening to decimate 
humanity itself. Rated PG-13
 
WHITE HOUSE DOWN 
Capitol policeman John Cale (Channing Tatum) 
has just been denied his dream job with the 
Secret Service of protecting President James 
Sawyer (Jamie Foxx). Not wanting to let down 
his little girl with the news, he takes her on a 

tour of the White House, when the complex 
is overtaken by a heavily armed paramilitary 
group. Now, with the nation’s government 
falling into chaos and time running out, it’s up 
to Cale to save the president, his daughter and 
the entire country. Rated PG-13

JULY 3
THE LONE RANGER 
Native-American spirit warrior Tonto (Johnny 
Depp) recounts the untold tales that trans-
formed John Reid (Armie Hammer), a man of 
the law, into a legend of justice—taking the 
audience on a runaway train of epic surprises 
and humorous friction as the two unlikely 
heroes must learn to work together and fight 
against greed and corruption. Rated PG-13

DESPICABLE ME 2 
It’s the return of Gru (Steve Carell), the girls, 
the unpredictably hilarious minions with a host 
of new and outrageously funny characters. 
Gru is recruited by the Anti-Villain League to 
help deal with a powerful, new super criminal. 
Rated PG

JULY 12
GROWN UPS 2 
Lenny (Adam Sandler) has relocated his fam-

ily back to the small town where he and his 
friends grew up. This time around, the adults 
are the ones learning lessons from their kids 
on a day notoriously full of surprises: the last 
day of school. This comedy also stars Kevin 
James, Chris Rock, David Spade, Salma 
Hayek, Maya Rudolph, Maria Bello and Nick 
Swardson. Rated PG-13

PACIFIC RIM 
When legions of monstrous creatures, known 
as Kaiju, started rising from the sea, a war 
began that would take millions of lives and 
consume humanity’s resources for years on 
end. To combat the giant Kaiju, a special type 
of weapon was devised: massive robots, called 
Jaegers, which are controlled simultaneously 
by two pilots whose minds are locked in a 
neural bridge. But even the Jaegers are proving 
nearly defenseless in the face of the relent-
less Kaiju. On the verge of defeat, the forces 
defending mankind have no choice but to turn 
to two unlikely heroes—a washed-up former 
pilot (Charlie Hunnam) and an untested trainee 
(Rinko Kikuchi)—who are teamed to drive a 
legendary but seemingly obsolete Jaeger from 
the past. Together, they stand as mankind’s 
last hope against the mounting apocalypse. 
Rated PG-13

JULY 19
TURBO 
A high-velocity 3D comedy about an underdog 
snail whose dreams kick into overdrive when 
he miraculously attains the power of super-
speed. But after making fast friends with a 
crew of streetwise, tricked-out es-car-goes, 
Turbo learns that no one succeeds on their 
own. So he puts his heart and shell on the line 
to help his pals achieve their dreams, before 
Turbo-charging his own impossible dream: 
winning the Indy 500. Rated PG-13

THE CONJURING 
Based on the lives of Ed and Lorraine Warren 
(Patrick Wilson, Vera Farmiga), world-re-
nowned, paranormal investigators are called 
to help a family terrorized by a dark presence 
in a secluded farmhouse. Forced to confront 
a powerful, demonic entity, the Warrens find 
themselves caught in the most horrifying case 
of their lives. Rated R
 
R.I.P.D. 
Jeff Bridges and Ryan Reynolds headline the 
3D, supernatural action-adventure as two cops 
dispatched by the otherworldly Rest In Peace 
Department to protect and serve the living 
from an increasingly destructive array of souls 
who refuse to move peacefully to the other 
side. Veteran sheriff Roy Pulsifer (Bridges) has 
spent his career with the legendary police force 
known as R.I.P.D., tracking monstrous spirits 
who are cleverly disguised as ordinary people. 
His mission? To arrest and bring to justice a 
special brand of criminals trying to escape final 
judgment by hiding among the unsuspecting 
on Earth. Rated PG-13

RED 2 
Retired black-ops CIA agent Frank Moses re-
unites his unlikely team of elite operatives for a 
global quest to track down a missing portable 
nuclear device. To succeed, they’ll need to 
survive an army of relentless assassins, ruth-
less terrorists and power-crazed government 
officials, all eager to get their hands on this 
next-generation weapon. The mission takes 
Frank and his motley crew to Paris, London 

and Moscow. Outgunned and outmanned, they 
have only their cunning wits, their old-school 
skills and each other to rely on as they try to 
save the world--and stay alive in the process. 
Starring: Bruce Willis, John Malkovich, Mary-
Louise Parker, Anthony Hopkins, Helen Mirren, 
Catherine Zeta-Jones. Rated PG-13
 
July 26
THE TO DO LIST 
Set in 1993, valedictorian Brandy Klark wants 
to shed her uptight image before college, so 
she assembles a to do list of all the “activities” 
she missed out on in high school. Quickly real-
izing that she’s way out of her depth, Brandy 
solicits her best friends, older sister and her 
burnt-out boss for help and advice. If the group 
is going to complete the list by September, 
they’ll need plenty of imagination and very 
open minds. Starring: Aubrey Plaza, Johnny 
Simmons and Bill Hader. Rated R

JULY 31
THE SMURFS 2 
In this sequel to Columbia Pictures/Sony Pic-
tures Animation’s hybrid live action/animated 
family blockbuster comedy The Smurfs, the 
evil wizard Gargamel creates a couple of 
mischievous Smurf-like creatures called the 
Naughties that he hopes will let him harness the 
all-powerful, magical Smurf-essence. But when 
he discovers that only a real Smurf can give 
him what he wants, and only a secret spell that 
Smurfette knows can turn the Naughties into 
real Smurfs, Gargamel kidnaps Smurfette and 
brings her to Paris, where he has been winning 
the adoration of millions as the world’s greatest 
sorcerer. It’s up to Papa, Clumsy, Grouchy and 
Vanity to return to our time, reunite with their 
human friends Patrick and Grace Winslow, and 
rescue her! Will Smurfette, who has always 
felt different from the other Smurfs, find a new 
connection with the Naughties Vexy and Hackus 
– or will the Smurfs convince her that their love 
for her is True Blue? Starring: Neil Patrick Harris, 
Jayma Mays, Sofia Vergara, Katy Perry, Hank 
Azaria. Rated PG

WANTED:
Real Estate, Houses, commercial, lots, land 

and non-conforming. We are a family 
business, our goal is to make a small 

profit. In business for 45 years, licensed 
and bonded.  Let us give you an offer or a 

proposal on your property. 
Send me a note from 

www.CharlesParrish.com, or call at 
866-474-7000.

THE LONE RANGER
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fiLm News The Talkies at Sun-Ray

July 2 Tuesday Night at the Movies - THE 
BIG LEBOWSKI Presented by WJCT’s Electro 
Lounge and the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 
Tuesday Night at the Movies is a film series 
celebrating a few of Hollywood’s classics. In 
The Big Lebowski “Dude” Lebowski, mistaken 
for a millionaire Lebowski, seeks restitution for 
his ruined rug and enlists his bowling buddies 
to help get it. Starring: Jeff Bridges, John 
Goodman and Julianne Moore. Doors open at 
6:30 pm, movie at 7 pm. Tickets: $5. Ponte 
Vedra Concert Hall, www.wjct.org/events/
tuesday_night_at_the_movies

July 12 Community First Night Owl 
Cinema Series - RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 
Community First Credit Union and the St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre have partnered 
to present a free summer movie series 
in St. Johns County. Parking at the St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre is free on movie 
nights and a variety of concessions will be 
available for purchase. Moviegoers at each 
screening will enjoy special family friendly 
entertainment and activities inspired by the 
featured movie’s theme. Children of all ages 
are welcome to come dressed in character. 
Gates open at 7 pm, movie starts at 8 pm. 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367, www.
staugamphitheatre.com 

July 19 Movie Night at the Cummer – CARS 
This summer the Cummer will be showing 
car-themed movies in the Gardens at dusk 
(or inside if raining). Bring a blanket or lawn 
chairs. TreeCup Cafe will have delicious treats 
along with beer and wine for purchase, but 
you are welcome to pack a picnic. Doors open 
at 7:30 pm so come early to stake out your 
spot, enjoy a picnic, and then take a trip inside 
to view the cars on display as part of the 
exhibition. Members $6, Non-members $10. 
August 16, AMERICAN GRAFFITI. Cummer 
Museum of Art & Gardens, 356-6857, www.
cummer.org

July 13 The Jacksonville 48 Hour Film 
Project Filmmaking teams from throughout 
the Jacksonville area successfully completed 
a weekend of filmmaking. Films were due on 
June 16 and the last few minutes before the 

deadline saw filmmakers, operating on little 
sleep and lots of adrenaline, rushing to get 
their films in on time. The Best Of Screening 
will take place July 13 at the Florida Theatre. 
The films to be screened are:
The Philosophy of Psychology Series Video 
No.24 “Romance” by Yeeaarrhh
Letters for Lily by Be Squared
Disconnected by Somebody Call an 
Ambulance
Thugs & Lemonade by Juice Box of Dynamite
Sisterhood by Ruby Red Productions
Pushover by Dads
One & Change by Mad Cowford
The Killer Gargantuan Raccoon from Outer 
Space by The Eff Bombs
Goodnight by Best Friends
The Birthday Present by EagleVision
This is Tate by Haddington Road Productions
Ain’t Gonna Work by Ronin’s Blade
For more info visit www.48hourfilm.com/
Jacksonville. 

FLORIDA THEATRE SUMMER CLASSICS 
Beat the heat on Sunday afternoons this 
summer at the the Florida Theatre with 
Summer Movie Classics. Ticket prices are 
$7.50 for a single admission and $45 for a 
movie card good for up to 10 admissions. The 
movies run through September 1st at 2 pm 
each Sunday. 
July 7 - CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF (1958) 
Elizabeth Taylor, Paul Newman, Burl Ives
July 14 - THE GAY DIVORCEE (1934) Fred 
Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Charles Coburn
July 21 - ON THE WATERFRONT (1954) 
Marlon Brando, Karl Malden, Lee J. Cobb
July 28 - AMERICAN GRAFFITI (1973) Richard 
Dreyfuss, Ron Howard, Harrison Ford
August 4 - THE GREAT ESCAPE (1963) 
Steve McQueen, James Garner, Richard 
Attenborough, Charles Bronson
August 11- BYE BYE BIRDIE (1963) Janet 
Leigh, Dick Van Dyke, Ann-Margret
August 18 - CHARADE (1963) Cary Grant, 
Audrey Hepburn, Walter Matthau
August 25 - IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT (1934) 
Clark Gable, Claudette Colbert
September 1 - SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN (1952) 
Gene Kelly, Donald O’Connor, Debbie Reynolds
Call 355-2787 or visit floridatheatre.com.

 
 Since 2006, “The Talkies” has created an 
intimate dialogue between the film’s director 
and the audience. Essentially it takes an idea 
typically associated with home DVD viewing 
– an alternate commentary track – and 
super-charges it. A director joins the theatre’s 
audience for a 35mm screening to provide 
commentary throughout his or her own film. 
Some of the previous directors include Hershel 
Gordon Lewis, John Waters, John Cameron 
Mitchell, Guy Maddin and George Romero.
 Alex Cox will be making the trek all 
the way from Medford, Oregon to the Sun-
Ray Cinema on July 20th to provide live 
commentary throughout his seminal cult 
classic, REPO MAN. Alex Cox‘s directorial 
debut was a wickedly funny and willfully 
bizarre story that became a major cult item 
once it began making the art-house rounds a 
year after its release. An initial run in a string of 
Southern grind houses and drive-ins, where it 
was billed as an action film, was a resounding 
failure. 

 In Repo Man, having lost his job and his 
girlfriend, punk rocker Otto (Emilio Estevez) 
meets a guy named Bud (Harry Dean Stanton) 
who offers him $25 to drive his wife’s car 
out of a “bad area.” When a handful of 
angry people start chasing Otto he realizes 
that something is up, and he discovers that 
Bud repossesses cars for a living. With 
few immediate prospects, Otto joins Bud 
at the repo yard and is soon “ripping” cars 
with the best of them. When an anonymous 
source posts a $20,000 reward for a missing 
1964 Chevy Malibu, it turns out that what’s 
valuable isn’t the car itself, but what’s in the 
trunk, which is very hot, glows brightly, and 

kills anyone who comes in contact with it. A 
vaguely surreal modern-noir science-fiction 
comedy with echoes of Kiss Me Deadly 
(1955), Repo Man is packed with more 
incongruous sight gags than anyone can 
absorb in one viewing; keep your eyes peeled 
for the air fresheners, the generic newspaper 
box, and the watches without hands. 
Harry Dean Stanton gives a superb comic 
performance as the intense but laid-back Bud, 
Emilio Estevez delivers perhaps the best work 
of his career as the petulant but goofy Otto, 
and Tracey Walter is hilarious as the spaced 
out repo-yard man Miller. Iggy Pop wrote and 
performed the theme song and The Circle 
Jerks appear as a lounge band.
 On July 19 Repo Man will be shown 
straight up with no commentaries at 9:30 
pm at Sun-Ray Cinema. $7.50 for Adults, $7 
for Seniors/Students, or free with ticket for 
Saturday Night’s show. July 20 The Talkies 
takes place with Alex Cox live at 7 pm, $25. 

Jeff Bridges in
THE BIG LEBOWSKI
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	 	 view from 
the couch

by kellie abrahamson

TV Talk
We’re knee-deep in the summer TV season, which means you probably aren’t watching a lot 
of TV right now. After all, summertime is something of a TV wasteland. Networks are burning 
off episodes of the shows they’ve already canceled, mediocre reality offerings dominate the 
airwaves and key timeslots are now home to some seriously soapy dramas. Thankfully, there 
are some buzzworthy new shows amongst the aforementioned unimpressive rabble. Here’s a 
look at some new summer shows worth checking out.

 

The Fosters (ABC Family- Mondays at 9) This family drama, produced by Jennifer Lopez, 
made waves with conservative groups for daring to show lesbian couple raising a multi-eth-
nic mix of foster and biological children.
 
Under the Dome (CBS- Mondays at 10) Steven Spielberg and Stephen King have teamed up 
to produce this eerie sci-fi offering, based on King’s novel of the same name, about a small 
town that is inexplicably sealed off from the world by a massive transparent dome.
 
Whodunnit? (ABC- Sundays at 9) Now this is a reality show I can get behind! The Clue-
esque series tests the deductive skills of 13 amateur sleuths as they attempt to solve a fic-
tional murder. Fun!
 
Camp (NBC- premieres July 10th) Starring Rachel Griffiths, this dramady centers on the often 
rowdy day-to-day happenings and summertime shenanigans of the kids and counselors at 
Little Otter Family Camp.
 
Orange Is the New Black (Netflix- premieres July 11th) Created by Jenji Kohan (of Weeds 
fame), this prison dramady revolves around Piper Chapman, a woman who is sent to federal 
prison for possessing a suitcase full of money that belonged to her onetime lover, who hap-
pens to be an international drug smuggler.
  

Worth Watching This Month 
If you wont be heading Downtown to watch Jacksonville’s fireworks show, tune into NBC on 
the 4th for the Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks Spectacular.  •  HBO’s newest original series 
Family Tree concludes its first season on the 7th.  •  Ain’t That America with Lil Duval 
(premieres July 11th on MTV2) will feature Jacksonville-born comedian Lil Duval and friends 
as they explore America’s biggest cultural traditions and pastimes via outrageous viral videos.  
•  The 2013 MLB All-Star Game will air on Fox on the 16th. The event will be held at Citi Field 
in New York.  •  Designers will be making it work once again beginning July 18th with the 12th 
season premiere of Project Runway (Lifetime).  •  Last but not least, CBS’s crime drama 
Unforgettable returns for its long-awaited second season on the 28th.

New on DVD
July 2
 The House I Live In (Not Rated)
Smart Cookies (Not Rated)
The Employer (Unrated)
Inescapable (R)
 
July 9
Tyler Perry’s Temptation (Not Rated)
The Host (PG-13)
Spring Breakers (R)
Admission (PG-13)
Dead Man Down (R)
 

July 16
42 (PG-13)
The Sweeter Side of Life (Unrated)
End of Love (Unrated)
 
July 23
Welcome to the Punch (R)
Love and Honor (PG-13)
The Wedding Chapel (Unrated)
Vehicle 19 (R)
 
July 30
G.I. Joe: Retaliation (PG-13)
Space Warriors (PG)
Assault on Wall Street (R)
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