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$15, $25 or $35 

Three-course meals.

Two weeks to dine.

One delicious scene.

Menus & details at EatUpDowntown.com
Call your restaurants of choice for reservations.

Price per person; does not include tax or gratuity. Some restaurants offer additional prix-fixe 
menu options. Reservations recommended. Street parking is free after 6 p.m. and on weekends. 

Additional information is available at eatupdowntown.com or by calling 904.634.0303. 

AUGUST 11-24, 2014

EAT UP DOWNTOWN

DTJax DTJax.org

Riverton Tower Riverton TowerRiverton Tower
Independent Senior Living on the beautiful St. Johns River, 

located in the Historical District of Arlington

Studio, one and two bedroom, two bath 
apartment homes nestled in a quiet river 

setting showcasing both skyline and harbor 
views for mature adults 55 and above. Rental 
rates include major utilities!  No pets please.

Call Riverton Tower Leasing Office for more information • http://rt.jones.edu

(904) 743-5090
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The Upper Basin
The St. Johns begins in a vast marsh similar to the Everglades. In fact, the point at which the 

two are divided took scientists well into the 20th century to determine. Many of the same problems 
associated with the Everglades affect the St. Johns: dykes and levees starve marshlands of water 
flow for agriculture, pesticides and fertilizers run off into waterways, and manure from grazing live-
stock adds additional nutrients at an alarming rate to the river. 
 Similar to the Everglades though, attention has been given to protecting conservation lands in 
our upper basin. Thousands of acres are preserved specifically for water quality, dykes are being re-
moved, and natural flow is being restored. Still, encroaching development, agriculture, and alterations 
to the flow of water plague the headwaters of the St. Johns, creating additional impacts to our river’s 
health downstream.

The Middle Basin
The middle basin is dramatically different from the upper, looking more like a pearl necklace than 

a marsh. Here, massive lakes like Lake Jessup, Harney, George, Monroe, Hell n’ Blazes and Puzzle 
Lake are connected through narrow channels of river, as narrow as the unassuming tributaries that 
enter the river in this section. The major tributaries that contribute flow to our river in this stretch are 
largely spring-fed and include the Wekiva, Econlockhatchee, and the Ocklawaha. With each entry, the 
issues affecting these rivers add to the problems facing the St. Johns. 

Rodman Dam, which prevents free flow from Silver Springs into the Ocklawaha River, also re-
tains toxic sediment buildup and pollution that settles on the artificial lake floor behind the dam. Peri-
odic water and sediment releases by the Army Corps of Engineers puts pollution in the river, causing 
fish kills and discoloration for days. The Econlockhatchee flows through much of the sprawling devel-

Asking 50 different scientists working on the St. Johns River “What is the state of the St. Johns?” will 
undoubtedly lead to 50 different answers. The St. Johns River is the longest river in Florida, flowing 

north for 310 miles, traversing three distinct basins, and draining nearly 9,000 square miles. Each basin 
spans almost 100 miles in length, and each has its own unique characteristics and set of problems. 

sTaTe of The sT. Johns
BY SHANNON BLANKINSHIP

Outreach Director for St. Johns Riverkeeper

photo by carol bailey white

Alpine Groves
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Music by Jerry Bock, lyrics by Sheldon Harnick, and book by Joseph Stein
Directed by Richard A. Dickson with Justin Reynolds

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Fiddler on the Roof's Broadway premiere!
THURS, JULY 31- FRI, SAT, SUN,  AUG 1-3 at 8pm with Matinee Sat Aug 2 at 3pm

ALL SEATS $2000

New Theatre! @ CONSERVATORY: 11363 San Jose Boulevard – Building 200
(Across from TreeSteakHouse – ‘behind’ new Chase Bank Building)

DRIVEWAY INTO ‘OLDE MANDARIN OFFICE PARK’ 

TICKET INFORMATION: RESERVE SEATS OnLine: www.nfconservatory.org
MORE INFORMATION:  (904) 374 8639     email: contact@nfconservatory.org

Presents

Music by Jerry Bock, lyrics by Sheldon Harnick, and book by Joseph Stein
Directed by Richard A. Dickson with Justin Reynolds

NEW THEATRE! @ CONSERVATORY: 11363 San Jose Boulevard – Building 200
(Across from TreeSteakHouse – ‘behind’ new Chase Bank Building)

DRIVEWAY INTO ‘OLDE MANDARIN OFFICE PARK’ 

TICKET INFORMATION: RESERVE SEATS OnLine: www.nfconservatory.org
MORE INFORMATION:  (904) 374 8639     email: contact@nfconservatory.org

opment in Orlando, picking up stormwater and sediment on its journey. Most dramatically, the springs 
that contribute an estimated 20–30 percent of the freshwater flow in the St. Johns River have declined 
in magnitude by as much as 50 percent and nitrates have increased dramatically. This has resulted in 
algal growth, poor water quality, reduced clarity and less habitat for endemic fish and wildlife. Lacking 
adequate protection for our springsheds, the land that drains into our springs, has left the water flow-
ing from the springs a greenish tinge. This is largely due to artificial green lawns and the water and 
fertilizer used to grow them. 

The lower Basin
Flowing from Welaka to the mouth of the St. Johns at Mayport, the river again takes a dramatic 

change. The lower basin is wide and slow, majestic and blue from afar but brown and turbid up close. 
Those of us living in this section have the disadvantage of receiving all of the pollution from upstream 
combined with the impacts associated with a dense population. 

In the Lower Basin, our threats are not foreign. Each year since 2005, scientists from Jackson-
ville University and University of North Florida collaborate to produce “The State of the River Report 
for the Lower St. Johns”. The report describes the health of the river on a number of health indica-
tors, with each receiving either a Thumbs Up, for meeting minimum state and federal standards, or 
a Thumbs Down. In addition, the report tracks trends and whether or not conditions are improving, 
worsening, or remain unchanged.  

Having a report of this kind is critical to understanding the threats to our river’s health. It also 
provides a critical tool for policy makers to then develop and implement solutions and evaluate prog-
ress. To access the brochure or the full report, visit www.sjrreport.com. While it is essential that we 
evaluate the health status of the river, it is more important to look at what we’re doing to resolve the 
problems. 

fUTUre Thinking
The threats facing the St. Johns are not in our distant past. Unfortunately, no major funding is 

underway to repair or replace over 20,000 failing septic tanks located in Duval County that are leaking 
into our river. We still haven’t decided to take enforcement seriously on outdoor irrigation or proper 
fertilizer use. The water management district continues to issue permits and allow the over-pump-
ing of our aquifer. At the same time, growth and development are ramping up again. This means that 
more fragile wetlands may be destroyed, more polluted stormwater will flow to our river, and more 
people will require more water and generate more pollution, creating more challenges and potential 
threats. Unfortunately, many state legislators are focused on gutting environmental protections and 
eliminating growth management requirements.

florida springs proTecTion
If you are fortunate enough to have experienced any of our remarkable natural springs in Florida 

20 years ago, then you know what we have allowed to happen. In Silver Springs alone, Florida’s 
largest and first major tourist attraction, the aquatic biomass has declined by nearly 92 percent. That 
means that for every 100 fish you previously saw beneath the glass bottom boats, today you will see 
only 8. In addition, over-pumping has resulted in a dramatic decline in water quality, clarity, and flow.  

In 2012, the State mandated a 79 percent reduction in the nitrates currently going into Silver 
Springs and the Silver River. In the meantime, the St. Johns River Water Management Districts is 
planning to issue a permit for Adena Springs Ranch (aka Sleepy Creek Lands, Inc.), a massive cattle 
operation located in the watershed of the Silver and Ocklawaha Rivers and the springshed of Silver 

photo by carol bailey white

Silver Springs
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and Salt Springs. This project will require millions of gallons of water a day and produce tons of 
manure and nitrate pollution each year. “Silver Springs and the Silver River are already in serious de-
cline,” says Lisa Rinaman of St. Johns Riverkeeper. “How could we possibly allow such an intensive 
project that will only make the existing pollution and flow problems worse and restoration efforts 
more expensive and difficult for us to achieve? It defies logic and is certainly not in the public’s best 
interest.”

deepening The sT. Johns river
JAXPORT is looking to deepen the St. Johns River from 40 to 47 feet in order to attract larger 

container vessels. The deep dredge will cost local taxpayers nearly $400 million, close to $1,000 per 
household, and cause irreversible damage to our river. The overall cost of the project will most likely 
exceed $1 billion.
 The Army Corps of Engineer conducted an Environmental Impact Statement to determine the 
impacts of deepening. Many experts and environmentalists believe the study is flawed and its conclu-
sions underestimate the damage that will occur to the St. Johns and overestimate the potential eco-
nomic benefits. The deeper we dig, the further salt water from the ocean will move upriver. The Army 
Corps says to expect only minimal impacts from the increased salinity, but their models indicate the 
exact same impact to wetlands and submerged grasses for each foot deeper we go, seemingly defy-
ing logic.

Why is a change in salinity a concern anyway? As salinity suddenly increases, trees and plants 
along the river that can’t adapt quickly will become stressed or die. Fish and wildlife lose habitat and 
the ecological balance is disrupted. Specifically, Julington Creek and the Ortega River will likely see a 
change in salinity and therefore potential die offs of wetlands, cypress, and other aquatic grasses. 

Salinity aside, there are other impacts of deepening the St. Johns River. The dredging and the 
wake from larger ships can result in bank erosion and siltation along the shores of the protected 
Timucuan Preserve and for many property owners who live along sections of the river. More ships 
can mean more invasive species introduced from ballast water, an increase in air emissions from 
more trucks leaving the port and taking to our roads, and a reduction in the potential for recreation 
and tourism. 

waTer wiThdrawals
The proposal from Central Florida to remove up to 150 million gallons of water per day from the 

St. Johns River and Ocklawaha River in order to quench the thirst of a growing population is on the 
table. Called the Central Florida Water Initiative, water management officials are attempting to identify 
alternative sources of water for a population that is anticipated to increase by over 40 percent by 
2035. With the knowledge that our springs are seeing dramatic declines in flow, lakes are drying up, 
and sinkholes are forming, water managers have turned their attention to the St. Johns and Ockla-
waha as potential freshwater sources to feed this growing demand. 

Removing massive quantities of water from the middle basin will reduce the flow of the St. 
Johns, already known as one of the “laziest” rivers in the world. Reduced flow could lead to an 
increase saltwater intrusion from the ocean and higher concentrations of pollution, creating better 
conditions for toxic algae blooms. 

While this issue plays out, water managers have failed to adequately address concerns from the 
citizens in North Florida; those that will feel the effects of the withdrawals the most. Most importantly, 
they aren’t focusing on water conservation strategies that could negate the need to withdraw water in 
the first place. Water managers have also failed to consider combined impacts from water withdraw-
als, declining spring flows, deepening the St. Johns, and more runoff and impacts from future growth. 

Although the prospect of all of these things happening paints a gloomy picture of things to 
come, it doesn’t have to be that way. We have a choice and the power to influence the future. We can 
sit idly by and allow the status quo to proceed, or we do our part to reduce our individual impact and 
demand that our elected officials and policymakers pursue more sustainable solutions.  
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With such an abundance of great ways to get on the water, how will you 
decide? The First Coast is fortunate to have highly qualified, accessible 
and independent recreational guides to help the novice to the expert 
have fun on Florida Waters. Whether you want to challenge yourself or 
just relax, here are some great places to get started.

Self-ProPelled
All Wet SPortS

All Wet Sports is located next to the Beach Blvd. Boat Ramp, right smack in the middle of Jack-
sonville. Owner Andy Fraden says that All Wet Sports is unique, “because of this magnificent creek...
Big Pottsburg Creek will show you herons and egrets, horned owls, turtles and even the occasional 
Manatee!” Besides kayak rentals, All Wet Sports is a full service retail store offering the gear you 

need for water sports. If you are looking to try Stand Up Paddleboarding, it is easy to learn on the 
calm Pottsburg Creek. 
 At All Wet Sports, “we love to tell kayakers to go down this little hidden stream just south of the 
creek put-in. The waterway is surrounded by wetlands, grasses and birds hidden from the nearby 
main roads. Trees tower over the creek offering shade and cover. This is a great place to bring a pic-
nic lunch and just watch.” Visit Pottsburg Creek yourself for rentals or lessons at www.allwetsports.
net.

BAckyArd exPlorAtionS
Local water sports champion Ty Miller has taken his talents to a new level, offering guided tours 

along hidden and less well known waterways. Backyard Explorations offers private lessons, SUP 
excursions, family outings, group tours, coaching, corporate team building events, and SUP surf or 
fishing lessons. If you are looking for a new way to get fit and enjoy the Northeast Florida waterways, 
Backyard Explorations will take you from the beaches to the freshwater streams, and even into the 
cool crisp spring waters. Visit www.backyardexplorations.com to learn more about the hidden places 
to SUP in Northeast Florida! 

BlAck creek outfitterS
Black Creek Outfitters is a full service outfitter store that prides itself on its environmental stew-

ardship, knowledgeable staff, customer service, and quality gear. Staffing the store with people that 

fun on the WAter
Recreation Near Jacksonville

BY SHANNON BLANKINSHIP

Black Creek Outfitters Yoga on the Lake 
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Riverside Arts Market
715 Riverside Drive,  July 5th at 10am - 9pm

www.riversideartsmarket.com

St. Johns Riverkeeper and the Riverside Arts Market are partnering to host River 
Ruckus on Saturday, July 5, under the Fuller Warren Bridge. River Ruckus is a family fes-
tival that shows Jacksonville our River provides more than just a scenic view. The river is 
also a recreational asset for enjoyment and exploration. The day’s events include a flotilla, 
celebrity jump, fishing clinic, SUP board lessons, kids crafts, live music, SweetWater Brew-
ing Co. craft beer, plus all the great art, crafts, and produce that the Riverside Arts Market 
offers each Saturday.

The St. Johns River in the downtown area is full of cool hidden places to kayak. The 
River Ruckus flotilla hosted by First Coast outfitters will feature kayaks, SUP board, dragon 
boats, motorboats, and any kind of floating watercraft that will span three-quarters of a 
mile to the RAM dock. Prizes will be awarded for best decorated vessel, meaning this flo-
tilla should be a spectacle to enjoy!

The river is also an amazing place for fishing. At River Ruckus, Hook the Future will 
provide a fishing clinic for kids and families, letting participants know where and how to 
safely fish on the St. Johns. Unfortunately, some creeks and tributaries of the river are 
posted with warning signs due to health concerns from eating fish or exposure to the water. 
Through awareness, education and community action, the event organizers aim to see that 
all of our waterways are eventually safe for recreation.

If we are concerned about the water quality in the St. Johns, then we must all try 
harder to change it. Local celebrities and community leaders will be taking a plunge into 
the river to promote the need to protect and clean it up the St. Johns. While water quality 
issues are a real concern, tidal changes can also make recreation very difficult and some-
times dangerous. When you and your children are splashing and playing along the banks 
of the river, pay close attention to the currents, avoid ingesting water, stay away from algae 
blooms, and look for warning signs. By taking sensible safety and health precautions and 
avoiding certain areas, we can enjoy swimming in our river.

If you don’t want to watch the tide chart or get in the water, boating is also a popular 
activity here on the St. Johns. With accessible marinas, a vibrant downtown waterfront and 
several tributaries great for watersports or just cruising, Jacksonville is an ideal place to 
own a boat. If you don’t want the hassle of owning, Freedom Boat Club is a locally-owned 
franchise where members have the option to use and enjoy a variety of boats anytime 
they want! Find out more about the ease of boating here in Jacksonville. Check out www.
freedomboatclub.com for more information.

River Ruckus isn’t just an event for one day, it is a snapshot of what we could see 
throughout the year if we prioritize, protect, and restore the River. Recreation provides jobs, 
healthy living, and tourism in Jacksonville, but we need a healthy river in order to realize 
its full potential. If you can’t make it out to River Ruckus, check out the pictures from the 
event, re-post, and know what our city can be! 

have hiked the Appalachian Trail, camped in Yosemite or gone rock climbing in some of the most diffi-
cult terrains, Black Creek knows what gear you need. The staff also wants to make sure you purchase 
the right gear for you and are fully satisfied with your purchase. Skinner Lake behind the store allows 
people to try out Hobie Fishing Kayaks, touring kayaks, or SUP boards. Black Creek has also been 
hosting SUP Yoga on the lake. Black Creek has been in business for 30 years and has a long history 
of giving back to the community. In fact, they donate 1% of kayak and paddling accessories sales to 
St. Johns Riverkeeper. Visit their website to learn more about events, tours and hikes, charitable pint 
nights in the store, or the gear you need for your next big trip at www.blackcreekoutfitters.com.

firSt coASt outfitterS
The outfitters on the First Coast all have their niche, and First Coast Outfitters has certainly found 

theirs. This company, started by outdoor enthusiast Joe Crespi, takes groups to the best kayaking 
spots we have to offer, providing a guided voyage for any age or level of experience. With trips like 
Dutton Island, Lofton Creek, Downtown Jacksonville, Washington Oaks Gardens, or the Jacksonville 
Zoo, you can experience everything this city has to offer via kayak. To enhance support to the pad-
dling community here in Jacksonville, Crespi began the only officially timed professional kayak race 
on the river in Jacksonville, the River City Challenge. The race is part of a larger annual music and 
environmental festival called River City Eco Fest. To get on the water soon visit www.firstcoastoutfit-
ters.com. 

kAyAk AmeliA
For 18 years, Ray and Jody Hetchka of Kayak Amelia have been giving folks a behind the scenes 

peek into the lives and inter-relationships of salt-marsh flora and fauna in the Talbot Islands State 
Parks and the Timucuan Preserve. Hetchka says what he loves about this part of the river “is the 
Bahamian blue water of Fort George Island.” Kayak Amelia offers guided paddles, self-guided tours, 
SUP lessons, and all kinds of fun activities, including summer camps and educational talks. “On the 
ocean end, paddlers enjoy the salty mist off the waves while access to Simpson Creek on the other 
side of the island makes this an easy and accessible paddling location.”

Hetchka says his favorite part about working as an outfitter is “being on, in and around the water 
and sharing the insights we’ve gained about the people and critters who live here. It never gets old 
and there’s new information being uncovered all the time!” Kayak Amelia offers several tours a year 
where all of the proceeds are donated to local land and water preservation organizations. To tour the 
estuary where the St. Johns meets the ocean and where the life in our river begins, visit www.kayaka-
melia.com. You deserve a good paddling! 

rAiSe A ruckuS
BY SHANNON BLANKINSHIP

Kayak Amelia
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BY KATHERINE HARDWICK, Director of Marketing, Downtown Vision, Inc.

 
A calm, cool presence winds its way through our concrete jungle, one that other down-

towns would kill for. Jacksonville was born on the banks of the St. Johns River – and the start 
of the city remains the heart of Downtown today. The Northbank supported a bustling maritime 
industry with the last shipyards operational into the 1980s – just visit the Jacksonville Maritime 
Heritage Center at The Jacksonville Landing for a glimpse into its history. Downtown’s South-
bank enjoyed a turn-of-the-century entertainment destination boasting a 30-acre Dixieland 
Amusement Park and Ostrich Farm, the setting for numerous silent films, from 1907 to 1916.

Today, the St. Johns is a source of recreation. If your first instinct this summer is to hit the 
beach, consider its urban counterpart instead. With more than 10 riverfront restaurants, parks, 
marinas, events, and more, nowhere will you find more opportunities on the river than in Down-
town.

Home to concerts and events, Metropolitan Park and Marina offers picnic shelters and 
grills along the river making it the perfect spot for company picnics and family gatherings. 
Friendship Fountain, adjacent to the River City Brewing Co. Marina, was home to the world’s 
largest and tallest fountain when it opened in 1965. Today, fully restored, it features spectacular 
light shows at night. 

Every Saturday the Riverside Arts Market offers on-the-river, under-the-bridge access to 
hundreds of local artisans, food vendors and live entertainment. A riverfront staple for more 
than two decades, The Jacksonville Landing hosts hundreds of events annually, including two 
remaining “Downtown Lights Up Your Summer Nights“ fireworks on Friday, July 4 and Saturday, 
August 2.

Don’t have a boat to take out on the river? No problem. From public tours to private char-
ters set sail on the Annabelle Lee, an authentic steamwheeler, the Lady St. Johns paddleboat 
or the Foxy Lady Skipperliner. Or paddle out with First Coast Outfitters on their kayak tours that 
depart from Downtown and include a stop at Exchange Club Island. 

Whether to clear your mind, treat your body or sooth your soul, there’s no more scenic 
way to exercise. Walk, run, bike (or dance walk – yes, it’s a thing) along the Northbank River-

BoAting
For those of you looking for speed that isn’t self-powered, there are 
chartered tour boats that will take you exploring on different parts of 
our watershed. 

AmeliA iSlAnd chArter cruiSeS offers private wildlife, nature, and birding tours, sightseeing 
and sunset dinner trips, plus family fishing and inshore fishing charters.
Visit www.ameliaislandcharters.com to sign up. 

JAx WAter tourS, based out of St. Augustine, has a Dolphin Safari tour featuring wetlands, coastal 
marshes, birds, dolphins, manatees, and other wildlife. The Sunset BYOB Cruise allows adults to relax 
on the water with a breeze that beats any patio bar. Visit www.jaxwatertours.com for a full list of tour 
offerings. 

foxy lAdy cruiSeS The Foxy Lady cruises are an entirely different experience on the water. Offer-
ing a luxurious, air-conditioned dining room, two bar service areas, and a line-up of options, this is 
the “foxiest” way to get on the water. Dinner Cruises, Lunch, Sightseeing, Cocktail Cruises, and Mar-
garita Madness specials make this tour different from others in the area.

While self-propelled or motor boating are great ways to experience many of our waterways, div-
ing right in may be the best way to enjoy our magical Florida springs. Ichetucknee Spring offers tube 
rentals and shuttles running from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Ginnie Springs is fun all year round, 
with tube rentals and camping in nearby High Springs, Florida. However you decide to do it, get on 
the water this summer and find something new!

walk or try a circuit over the Main Street and Acosta bridges. Currently under construction, the 
City is replacing the entire expanse of the Southbank Riverwalk. Scheduled for completion in 
February 2015 this will restore our full 2.77 miles of Riverwalk in Downtown. 

With so much already to do, we also have one hundred and fifteen acres of vacant publicly 
owned land on the riverfront and an opportunity to develop this land smartly to give the commu-
nity new experiences and to encourage active, healthy lifestyles. Recently we held a tweet chat to 
ask the community what they want to see. Here are some of the highlights. 

What do you want to see on the riverfront?
@caitfinn9: Would love to see more riverfront restaurants + bars, green spaces with running 
paths.
@ridger84: More dining. Watch boat racing. Put concert stage on barges in River. Imagine 
Jimmy Buffet.

What do you not want to see on the riverfront? 
@ANGELABRUN0: Anything overtly commercial…#DTJax has so many unique places & spac-
es, I’d hate to see XYZ Corporation detract from that identity.
@IrvAdams: Do NOT use all the riverfront land for private development. Leave the best section 
for public park access.

How can we capture the identity of Jax on the riverfront?
@DNAustin: The bridges. BUT, they need TLC! Proper paint jobs, more lit-up. I loved @MainSt-
Bridge during the Super Bowl…”
@Caprickah: Finally getting the USS Adams here would capture Jax’s identity. Almost every 
major city on the water has floating museums.

Take some time to enjoy our river this summer. Information on attractions can be found at 
www.dtjax.org. While you’re at it, reflect on what you want to see our riverfront become. Visit 
blogdtjax.com and search “riverfront” to weigh in. 

A river runS 
through it
Summertime on the Water in 
Downtown Jacksonville

photo by rob futrell

Kayak Amelia
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these practices as you can. For more information on these principles, go to www.floridayards.org/
landscape/2009_FYN_Handbook_non-508_web_vSept09.pdf. 

If you live on a body of water, install a 10-foot “maintenance-free zone” where your property 
meets the water. This means you should install only plants that don’t require fertilizers, pesticides, 
or mowing. Once established, the plants within this zone shouldn’t need much, if any, attention from 
you. 

If you’d like a grassy look along your seawall or bulkhead, Muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris) 
is a great native plant that grows 2-5 feet tall. In late summer and early fall, the pink feathery flowers 
are striking. Elliott’s love grass (Eragrostis elliottii) is another, shorter (6-18 inches tall) grass that 
has a lovely display of seed-flowers in fall. Another good salt-tolerant choice is the coontie (Zamia 
pumila), which has fewer pest enemies than the long-popular sago palm. 

If you need plants that will grow in salt or brackish water, salt marsh cordgrass (Spartina pat-
ens) and sand cordgrass (Spartina bakeri) are good choices. Fakahatchee grass (Tripsacum dactyloi-
des) should work well near water’s edge if it’s only occasionally flooded. 

Ground covers are good to use at water’s edge, even around retention ponds, in place of turf 
grass. Perennial peanut (Arachis glabrata) has yellow flowers that provide an additional splash of 
color. Blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium spp.) is another flowering option. Both grow less than six inches 
tall and will become quite thick over time, making weeding much less of a chore. 

For help in finding more plants that would grow well in the maintenance-free zone, go to www.
fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/ffl_book_zone_9a_081610.pdf. There’s a good list of choices based on the site’s 
sun exposure on pages 33-35.

Living in Florida means living on or near a body of water. As stewards of this delicate and beauti-
ful environment, we all need to think Florida-Friendly as we grow our own. 

 Aline Clement is a master gardener with the Duval County Extension Service and the University of 
Florida/IFAS.

Unity Plaza
A showcase of Northeast Florida native botany

BY JEN JONES, Unity Plaza Executive Director

Upon opening late this year, Unity Plaza will be an urban park and amphitheater locat-
ed along Riverside Avenue, largely inspired in both event programing and aesthetics by our 
native environment and its proximity to the St. Johns River. Unity Plaza will be a showcase 
of Northeast Florida native botany, the foundation of the park’s landscaping, as well as be 
a home for the St. Johns Riverkeeper to publically explore the sensitivity of our river with 
Jacksonvillians of all ages through events and campus signage.

Unity Plaza will feature a lush, urban botanical garden, both bee and butterfly friendly, 
on the 12,000 square foot corner of Forest and Magnolia Streets. There it will highlight 
perennial and annual flora, groundcover, vine plants, shrubbery, and trees in order to dem-
onstrate to the public the stunning opportunity and feasibility of planting with natives. For 
example, flowering plants such as the White Tupelo Tree, famous for its honey found along 
the shores of streams and lakes in St. Johns County and a prime nectar source in Florida, 
will be found among its gardens.

Research, design and planning for this project will be led by downtown advocate 
and award winning landscape architect Chris Flagg. As shared by Katherine Hardwick 
on Downtown Vision’s dynamic blog (www.downtownjacksonville.org), “Chris Flagg is a 
true Downtown champion. His firm, FLAGG Design Studio, LLC, specializes in community 
planning, urban design and campus master planning. He is past chair of DVI’s board of 
directors and has served on multiple committees including the Executive, Great Streets, 
Advocacy and Green committees, the board of the Cultural Council, and the Downtown 
Development Review Board. His professional involvement in Downtown development in-
cludes the redevelopment of Laura Street, lead designer on Friendship Fountain, the Laura 
Street Façade Improvement Grant Program, and the redevelopment plans for the Southbank 
Riverwalk replacement.”

Pre-planning for Unity Plaza included a 2007 $4 million dollar remodel of the former 
4:1 grade FDOT retention pond by land donor NAI Hallmark Partners to transform a 2 acre 
wasteland into a commanding, state-of-the-art water collecting and cleansing system 
for storm water runoff in Brooklyn, parts of Riverside, and Downtown Jacksonville. The 
gardens will receive their irrigation from the pond waters while the St. Johns Riverkeeper 
will use Unity Plaza as a platform for river education utilizing the amphitheater and multiple 
events as new beacons for sharing the environmental protection needs of the St. Johns 
River and its value as a community asset.

Many of us feel a sense of serenity and a connection with nature when we’re around a body 
of water. Florida has more than 10,000 miles of rivers and streams, nearly 8,000 lakes, over 700 
freshwater springs, and the second longest coastline in the United States. With all the news in recent 
years about the health of our waterways, we are becoming more and more aware of the challenges of 
maintaining our gardens and lawns in a Florida-Friendly way.

Even if we don’t live on the water, we all live in a watershed area that ultimately drains into a 
body of water. When chemicals, grass clippings, and pet waste make their way from residential 
landscapes into our rivers and streams, the resulting pollution affects the health of the water and the 
plants and animals, including humans, which depend on it. Thus, each of us has a responsibility to do 
our part to ensure the good health of our precious water systems.

No matter where you live, you should consider reducing the chemicals you apply to your land-
scape and take care to prevent grass clippings and other yard waste from going into the storm drains. 
Become familiar with the nine principles of Florida-Friendly Landscaping and implement as many of 

Challenges of maintaining our gardens and 
lawns in a Florida-Friendly way

Grow Your Own
BY ALINE CLEMENT

Muhly Grass

Blue-Eyed Grass



eujacksonville.com  |  july 2014 11

Hook tHe 
Future

Teaching Kids to Fish
BY LIZA MITCHELL

Everyone needs at least one good fish story. Whether it’s the one that got away or the one that 
gets bigger with each telling of the tale, these stories become part of our history but they are also a 
vital link to the present. Capt. Don Dingman created the Hook the Future Foundation to introduce the 
sport of fishing to children who might not otherwise have the opportunity. The mission is simple but 
the benefits last a lifetime, especially when kids finally have their own fish stories to tell.

The sport of fishing helps develop responsible anglers by promoting a fit and healthy lifestyle 
while protecting our environment, but that’s not the real catch. Encouraging parents to spend quality 
time with their children helps them to create family memories that will last a lifetime. “Fishing is just 
the tool,” Dingman says. “I teach kids to fish but it also shows parents that they should do something 
fun with their kids. Enjoy their company and the common goal of catching something together.”

As an experienced angler with over 23 years experience, Dingman started Hook the Future as a 
cable fishing show on the Sportsman Channel that opened up the world of fishing to a new crew with 
a new destination every week. The show has featured a trip out of Jacksonville for giant bull reds, 
a trip to Homer, Alaska for halibut, salmon, and lingcod, and a journey to exotic Guatemala to battle 
rooster fish and big pacific sails. In each episode, the kids are the prime movers – from piloting the 
boat to landing fish as big as they are. Hook the Future airs at 8am on the Sportsman Channel. “It’s 
more fun to watch a kid catch a fish than catching a fish yourself,” he says. The program abruptly 
changed directions in 2004 with the loss of Digman’s 22-year-old son, Brian. He was inundated with 
letters and emails from parents, many of whom had also lost children, while others simply wanted to 
share a kind word. “The show took on a different meaning after that,” Dingman says.

In 2010, Capt. Don started the Hook the Future Foundation to expand his mission of teaching 
kids to fish but this time with an emphasis on the importance of parents spending time with their 
kids. For Capt. Don, the best way to teach a child to do something is to simply let him do it. “When 
you take kids fishing let them drive the boat, let them fight the fish...that’s how they learn,” he says. 
“When you teach them basketball or football, you don’t watch TV all day. You let them get in there and 
play.” Going out fishing three times a month with his own father taught Capt. Don firsthand the value 
of the parent/child connection. “Our kids are a gift,” he says. “Take a step back and hug your kids. 
Let them hug you back.”

Hook the Future also focuses on community outreach programs that help raise funds to provide 
fishing gear for middle and high school organizations and has donated over 10,000 rod and reels to 
children this year. The campaign regularly sponsors fishing tournaments to help encourage children 
in fishing, through education. Dingman recently hosted a free fishing event for kids at the Jacksonville 
Beach fishing pier. Prizes have included a trip to Disney World and a new boat.

He also sponsors events for kids battling terminal illnesses so they can enjoy time away from 
hospitals, treatments and just enjoy a normal memory for a few days. “If I painted, I would help kids 
through painting,” says Capt. Don. “Not everyone can paint or catch a football but everyone can 
catch a fish.” Visit www.hookthefuture.com for a schedule of upcoming events, photos and video of 
events. Go to their Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/HooktheFuture.

July 1, 5, 16, 19, 23 and 26  kayak 
Guana Family Day Bring the whole fam-
ily and some friends, too, and join Ripple 
Effect Ecotours for a fun day of exploring 
the northern end of the GTM-National Es-
tuarine Research Reserve guided by a pro-
fessional kayaker and naturalist. Easy. $50 
per person. Includes passes to the Edu-
cational Center at Guana. 10am-12:30pm, 
www.rippleeffectecotours.com/calendar, 
347-1565.

July 2, 5, 9, 14, 18, 19, 22, 24, 26, 27 
and 30 kayak Guana SunSet Let Ripple 
Effect Ecotours take you on a profes-
sionally guided kayak tour of Guana 
River Aquatic Preserve, a remarkable 
place known for its diverse and abundant 
wildlife. You may see dolphin, manatees, 
birds of prey or wading birds of all kinds. 
All levels of kayaking experience are wel-
comed.$55 per person. Includes passes 
to the Educational Center at Guana. 7-
9pm, www.rippleeffectecotours.com/cal-
endar, 347-1565.

July 12 trail Walk Join GTM Research 
Reserve staff and/or volunteers for a 1.5 
mile walk that the entire family will enjoy. 
Meet at the GTM Research Reserve’s Trail-
head Pavilion located west of the Guana 
Dam. Wear comfortable closed toe shoes. 
There is a $3 per vehicle parking fee. 8:30-
10:30am, 823-4500, www.gtmnerr.org

July 17 tree Hill’S environmentally 
SpeakinG SerieS: WHat’S BuGGinG 
you? What role do bugs play in our life? 
Before you spray that roach and apply 
pest control to your lawn, understand the 
role bugs and insects have in our world. 
In this conversation, UNF Biologist Justin 
Lemmons will share his entomological 
knowledge and give us tips about col-
lecting, as well. Tree Hill staff member 
and will include a variety of special guest 
speakers. $20 for non-members, $15 for 
members, 7pm – 8:30pm, treehill.org

July 21 learn to Create a FooD For-
eSt! Each meetup, learn what to do during 

eCo eventS BrougHT To You BY

that month in your Forest Garden! Wild 
plants, perennials and annuals, all while 
building soil. How to: harvest, propagate, 
save seeds, germinate seeds, trees, herbs, 
veggies, flowers and how to take your 
groceries and plant them. Bring gloves and 
note taking materials. 4pm. See the Perma-
culture meetup page for more info. www.
meetup.com/PermacultureJax

July 26 Hike CeDar point A four-mile hike 
at the National Park Service’s wonderful 
Cedar Point at the end of Black Hammock 
Island. Hike through sandhill pine and 
through beautiful live oak with vistas of 
our treasured Timucuan Preserve. You’ll 
even see the remains of an old plantation 
house. Bring sun screen, hat, bug spray, 
and water. No pets, please. 9am. RSVP to 
Outing Leader Bill Armstrong at armsfam@
yahoo.com or 880-7702. For detailed direc-
tions, please see the website’s calendar entry: 
www.florida.sierraclub.org/Northeast/calendar

July 26 Family SeininG Visitors will get the 
chance to pull a seine net through Guana 
Lake, collecting species of fish, crabs and 
more, and then learn about the animals and 
their roles in the habitat. All necessary gear 
including waders and boots will be provid-
ed. The program is free with paid entrance 
and will take place at the Guana Dam Rec-
reational Area; however, meet the Docents 
at the Environmental Education Center, 505 
Guana River Rd, Ponte Vedra 32082. 8:30 
to 10:30am. Please RSVP online at www.
gtmnerrfamilyseine.eventbrite.com or call 
823-4500.

July 31 moSH aFter Dark: FirSt CoaSt 
SHarkS This is part of MOSH After Dark, 
a fun series of adult programs presented 
each month. Featuring UNF shark research-
er Dr. James Gelsleichter for a discussion 
on the sharks that swim in First Coast 
waterways. Participants will also get to 
check out the Museum’s summer exhibit, 
Megalodon: Largest Shark that Ever Lived. 
Cost is $5; MOSH Members receive a 20% 
discount. 6:30pm. Register via their web-
site. www.themosh.org

Kayaking at Guana
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 Recognized for years as someone who cares about our river, its tributaries, estuaries, and canals, 
nationally known artist and Jacksonville resident Sarah Crooks Flaire developed a fantastic magical mystery 
tour to bring about awareness of our most precious resource, the St. Johns River. She was awarded a major 
grant by Florida Blue and the Cultural Council for the community-based, complex, and fun event. A creative 
force and long-time pre-CoRK District artist, her’s was the first at the corner of Rosselle and King streets 
with a beautiful, multi-story art studio in the decades old building that once was a 7-UP manufacturing 
plant. She shares this old concrete building, now a beautiful creative spot, with her 
husband, Olivier, owner of the well-known and established Flaire Antiques.
 The yearlong project “Mystery in the Mouth – The Oyster & I” is based on a 
fictional river. Created by artist Crooks Flaire, her mysterious and interesting Red Pearl 
River parallels our beautiful St. Johns, which is a National Heritage River and one of 
only three rivers known to run north in the world. Crooks Flaire invites children and 
adults to participate in an exploration of our River and create a personal relationship with 
place. “As a community, together we will create a giant Water Spirit puppet, made out of 
recycled water bottles and learn about the heartbeat and value of our river to our daily 
lives,” says Crooks Flaire. “We will become active players in the drama of ‘Mystery in the 
Mouth’ through a treasure hunt for Who’s Who and community storytelling.” This project 
has four parts that the artist hopes the community will embrace each step of the way.
 Who lives in the river and what do the Sun and the Moon have in common? 
Where does all our water go? And who is the real hero of the estuary? These questions 
and more will be posed to the community during the first event – “Who’s Who in the 
Mouth” – starting in November of 2014 during the Community First Saturday on the North Bank Riverwalk 
near the Times Union Performing Arts center at Hogan Street.
 The community is encouraged to bring a clean empty water bottle and a smile to this first event. At 
this kick-off event families will receive a treasure map in exchange for donating a water bottle. Musicians 
will create an audible flavor of mystery, reminding one of Jumanji or a Maurice Sendak books.
 The map and rules of the game will also be available as a download on the artist’s website, www.
crooksflaire.com, the St. Johns Riverkeeper’s, www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org, and the Jacksonville Public 
Libraries’, www.jpl.coj.net, websites. The map can be printed at home, and it will guide families through the 
maze of downtown Jacksonville. Over the winter months, clues will be imbedded in downtown streetscapes 
within the Spark District, which will provide information about the flora and fauna of the St. Johns.
 Families can also join in a community painting project and will be asked to help decorate the bins 
that will be distributed around the city as collection sites for the 20 and 16-ounce clear plastic water 
bottles over the winter months. “I hope to collect hundreds of water bottles from community donations, 
as each will be woven into the body of a giant water spirit puppet,” Crooks Flaire says.
 Family Water Spirit Weaving Workshops will be held at the Main Library downtown in March and 
April. Also on display will be Crooks Flaire’s monumental 16’ tapestry drawing,”Beasts of Burden from 

the Red Pearl River”. She will illustrate other views of the river and challenge us to rethink how our culture 
values water. “Where will the water spirit emerge? This mystery will be revealed in May of 2015 during 
ArtWalk,” she says. “Students led by Sifu David Kirn of the Taiji Kung Fu Academy will bring the water 
spirit to life in the Downtown Spark District in a lively street performance and the characters made-up by 
the participants become the real heroes, as they become aware, we all benefit.”
 Inspired by the scavenger hunt and weaving workshops, children are encouraged to develop and 

name their own “characters” based on the estuary life of the St. Johns River. In a 
final Magic Circle these characters will join the artist in a celebration at the river 
where the “Mystery in the Mouth” is solved. Flaire will share her own hero of the 
estuary in a council of all beings on the Northbank River Walk during the Community 
First Saturday on June 6, 2015. Youth participants will have an opportunity to speak 
for their own river characters and the role they play in creating a healthy environment.
 Crooks Flaire envisions kids finding creative ways to look into the river, its 
oyster beds, sandy bottoms, fast-moving fish, even bottle-nose dolphins, all which 
will provide imaginative characters as kids become fused into this event. Flaire can 
hardly wait to see what characters that kids have found and named to be part of 
their participation in this community event. Also, the artist hopes lots of little hands 
and hearts will be working hard to solve the “Mystery in the Mouth”.
 The ultimate purpose of this multi-month, multi-disciplinary exhibit is a 
continuation of the artist’s Red River personal exploration, understanding “RED” 
stands for Redirecting my Energy Daily. “I think it’s important to make conscious 

choices of how to live my life in keeping with my values, and to be mindful and to pay attention to what’s 
important,” Crooks Flaire points out. She goes on to say that the building of the Water Spirit is intentional, 
as its purpose is to bring about mindfulness in communities by building awareness of the water around 
them. She hopes it will stimulate water conservation and recycling using the metaphor of the Water Spirit 
as encouragement to do what’s right in this world. By bringing the community together for a common 
goal of awareness is what the Cultural Council was looking for to invest in Flaire. The question ultimately 
is, “who is the hero?” The hero is in each of us. It is everyone.
 Crooks Flaire hopes to further this project with a book on the project and is looking for a sponsor, 
and she may even engage audiences further and dovetail a story writing project into the experience. So, 
make plans to participate in one way or another with this fantastical project. Be a volunteer, a weaver and 
become involved with the artist’s Florida Blue Spark Grant Project.
 “Sarah’s long-time delving into the environment of the river and her flow of creative associations 
from that qualifies her to animate the spirit of our river for children to experience within the Spark District,” 
says Mason Martin, manager of the Spark District grants for The Cultural Council. “We are pleased to 
have an artist of her caliber bringing life to important issues downtown through art in a way people of all 
ages can appreciate.”

Flaire & Her Mysterious Oyster Begins to Emerge
BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

“I think it’s important to 
make conscious choices 
of how to live my life in 
keeping with my values, 
and to be mindful and to 
pay attention to what’s 

important.”
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family events
the RiveRside aRts maRket Every Sat-
urday from 10am till 4pm, RAM’s plethora of 
artists, food vendors, and farmers will be selling 
their unique creations under the canopy of the 
Fuller Warren Bridge. The Market’s three stages 
present exceptional live entertainment, from great 
regional bands to fire-eaters and jugglers. RAM 
has a beautiful riverfront setting and a family-
friendly, community-centric vibe plus ample free 
parking. More info www.riversideartsmarket.com

megalodon: laRgest shaRk that eveR 
lived If you thought T-Rex was big, wait until 
you meet Megalodon! Megalodon: Largest Shark 
that Ever Lived tells the remarkable story of a 
prehistoric shark that ruled the seas. Visitors will 
be in awe as they walk through a full-sized (60-
feet-long) sculpture of Megalodon. As they travel 
through the nationally touring exhibit, they will 
discover the shark’s history, diet, and reasons 
for extinction and will explore the role Megalodon 
still plays in art, literature, music and film. MOSH, 
www.themosh.org

JaCksonville sUns BaseBall  
The Jacksonville Suns are the Double-A Affiliate 
of the Miami Marlins and are proud members of 
the Southern League of Professional Baseball 
Clubs. Back by popular demand are fan-favorite 
promotions like Belly Buster Mondays, Fifty-Cent 
Family Fest Tuesdays, Businessperson Special 
day games on Wednesdays, Thursday Night 
Throwdowns with Buds for a buck and two for 
one cocktails and Friday Family Fireworks. Single-
game ticket prices are $7.50-$22.50. Baseball 
Grounds of Jacksonville, www.jaxsuns.com, 
358-2846.

July 4-8  Jacksonville Suns vs. Chattanooga
July 16-20  Jacksonville Suns vs. Pensacola
July 21-25 Jacksonville Suns vs. Birmingham

the JaCksonville shaRks
The Jacksonville Sharks are members of the 
Arena Football League (AFL). The Arena Bowl 
XXIV and four-time South Division Champions 
are presented by Sea Best Seafood and play all 
games on Sea Best Field at the Jacksonville Vet-
erans Memorial Arena. Veterans Memorial Arena, 
621-0700, www.jaxsharks.com

July 14 at 8pm Sharks vs. New Orleans 
July 26 at 7pm Sharks vs. Los Angeles 

July 3 aUtoBahn indooR speedway 
gRand opening The celebration will benefit-
ing the Armed Forces Foundation (AFF) and will 
include races with surprise celebrity guests, a 
ceremonial ribbon cutting and chances to win 
prize packages. Autobahn is a racing track with 
Formula One inspired indoor go-karts. The adult 
karts reach speeds of up to 50 mph. An 80,000 
square foot facility with two Grand Prix style 
tracks. Autobahn, 6601 Executive Park Court 
North, www.AutobahnSpeed.com

July 4 – 6 4th of JUly weekend speCial 
offeR Celebrate Independence Day at the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens with buy one, get 
one free general admission prices from Friday to 
Sunday. Present coupon (available on website) 

to receive the discount. The Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens, www.jacksonvillezoo.org

July 4 $4 foURth of JUly In celebration of 
Independence Day, MOSH is offering $4 admis-
sion on Friday, July 4th. A trip to MOSH is a great 
family activity leading up to the City of Jackson-
ville’s fireworks celebration. MOSH, 396-7062, 
www.themosh.org

July 4 fiRst fRiday CosmiC ConCeRts 
Experience total-sensory entertainment as laser 
lights, high-def images, and digital sound collide 
to create a Cosmic Concert! Catch Laser Spirit 
(Patriotic) at 7pm, Beatles at 8pm, Laser Country 
at 9pm, and Pink Floyd: The Wall at 10pm. Each 
concert costs $5 per person; $1 for laser glass-
es. Tickets are available online at www.moshplan-
etarium.org or at the door. Please note Cosmic 
Concerts have changed from every Friday night to 
only the first Friday of each month. MOSH, 396-
7062, www.themosh.org

July 11 - 13 JaCksonville shell show 
and faiR The Jacksonville Shell Club is holding 
its 47th Annual Shell Show Fri. July 11, 10-4, Sat.
July 12, 10-5 and Sun. July 13,10-3. Admission 
and parking is FREE. There will be educational 
exhibits of local and worldwide shells and shell 
art. Dealers will be present with many shells, sea 
life, and fossils available for purchase. Children 
will receive a free shell. Morocco Shrine Audito-
rium, 3800 South St. Johns Bluff Rd., 246-0874, 
654-8090, www.jaxshells.org

July 12 gaam fantasy Games Art and Music 
(GAAM), is an organization focused on grow-
ing the gaming industry and experiences in the 
Southeast. This event will pay tribute to Final Fan-
tasy. Entertainment lineup will feature karaoke and 
Rock Band performances as well as a live charity 
art auction, cosplay contest, juried art show, and 
gaming tournaments. 6-11pm. Museum and Gar-
dens, 4160 Boulevard Center Drive, 
www.gaam.eventbrite.com

July 12 winteR in JUly Come play in TONS 
of snow at the Zoo’s Great Lawn from 9:30am 
to 12:30pm. Enjoy music, prizes, and “warm-
weather” ice skating. Also, don’t forget to watch 
some of your favorite animals beat the heat with 
lots of snow and ice treats throughout the day. 
Guests can cool off from the summer heat in our 
4,000 square foot Splash Ground located inside 
Play Park. 9:30am- 3pm. The Jacksonville Zoo 
and Gardens, www.jacksonvillezoo.org

July 12 tonCa’s 48th BiRthday Join the 
fun as Emmet, one of MOSH’s gopher tor toises, 
hosts a 48th bir thday bash for Tonca, our 
beloved alligator snapping tur tle. Par ty activi-
ties 10am- 4pm and will include par ty games, 
animal encounters and sweet treats. MOSH, 
themosh.org

July 13 indevengeanCe day Check out 
some hard-hitting junior roller derby action as 
Orange Park’s junior roller derby team, the Cherry 
Bomb Charmers, will take on the Pinellas County 
Junior Derby in “IndeVengeance Day” - a junior 
roller derby bout to be held at 6pm on Sunday, 

July 13. Tickets $5. Kids ages 10 and under and 
all active-duty military (with valid military ID) are 
admitted. Don’t forget to bring your chairs. Skate 
Station Funworks, 230 Blanding Blvd., Orange 
Park, www.cherrybombcharmers.com

July 19 sid the sCienCe kid Visit with 
popular PBS character Sid the Science Kid 
from 10am- 3pm. Sid the Science Kid is an 
award-winning educational animated television 
series that uses comedy and music to promote 
exploration, discovery, and science readiness 
among preschoolers. The series is produced by 
The Jim Henson Company for PBS KIDS. In-
cluded with Museum admission. Members only 
event will be held on July 18. MOSH, 396-7062, 
www.themosh.org

July 19 snoozing with shaRks Camp-
in Spend the night at MOSH and get exclusive 
after-hours access to MOSH’s summer exhibit, 
Megaladon: The Largest Shark that Ever Lived. 
Cost is $35 per person (adult required) and 
includes a late night pizza snack and continental 
breakfast, time to explore the Museum, rooftop 
access, a science show, a shark-themed craft, 
and a Planetarium program. Members receive 
a 20% discount. MOSH, 396-7062, www.the-
mosh.org

July 21 - 26 the gReateR JaCksonville 
kingfish toURnament The Greater Jack-
sonville Kingfish Tournament, held each year in 
July at Jim King Park & Boat Ramp on the ICW, is 
the largest kingfish tournament in the country. In 
addition to the general tournament, this spectacu-
lar event also includes a Junior Angler Tourna-
ment presented by Carolina Skiff, food festival, 
live entertainment, and much, much more. FREE 
Parking is available. Jim King Park & Boat Ramp 
at Sisters Creek, www.kingfishtournament.com

July 26 sUmmeR splash Bash 10am- 2pm. 
Splash into the Landing with Jax4Kids.com for 
free boat rides, live entertainment, water slides, 
bounce houses, vendors, food and more. Free 
and open for all ages. The Jacksonville Landing, 
www.JacksonvilleLanding.com

July 31 mosh afteR daRk: fiRst Coast 
shaRks This special edition of MOSH After 
Dark will feature UNF shark researcher James 
Gelsleichter for a discussion on the sharks that 
swim in First Coast waterways. Participants 
will also get to check out the Museum’s sum-
mer exhibit, Megalodon: Largest Shark that Ever 
Lived. Cost is $5; MOSH Members receive a 20% 
discount. Doors open at 6; programs begins at 
6:30pm MOSH, 396-7062, www.themosh.org

July 4 Jacksonville 4th of July Celebrate 
with the City from 5-10pm, at three locations 
along the St. Johns River. 
 - The Shipyards on Bay St. Join in the 
family fun with waterslides, water balloon 
toss, three-legged race, volleyball, giant 
Jenga, crafts, face painting, caricature artist, 
live entertainment, BBQ, Jax Happenings 
Mini Challenges, fireworks and more!
 - Friendship Fountain Park on the 
Southbank Bring the family and experience 
some of the coolest hands-on activities 
presented by MOSH. Woody’s BBQ will be 
on hand for food. 
 - The Jacksonville Landing and Coastline 
Dr. along the Northbank Riverfront 
Enjoy live music by Boogie Freaks from 
8pm– 1am, drink specials and a beautiful 
view of the St. Johns River. Attendees under 
the age of 21 must be accompanied by an 
adult 21 and older to enter The Jacksonville 
Landing. makeascenedowntown.com, 
jacksonvillelanding.com

July 4 July 4th Fireworks Viewing Under 
the Bridge The Riverside Arts Market will 
have a special Independence Day evening 
event under the Fuller Warren Bridge from 
6-10pm on Friday, July 4th. With live music, 
local brews and your favorite RAM food 
vendors. RAM food vendors will be onsite 
with dinner options and the perfect summer 
treat, sliced watermelons. Locally brewed 
Intuition, Bold City, Aardwolf, and Veterans 
United on tap will be available. Kid-friendly 
activities include a barrel train and bounce 
houses. Live music on the River Stage 
will include Jacksonville favorites Flagship 
Romance from 6-7:30pm and The 77ds from 
8-9:45pm. The City’s Downtown fireworks 
display is scheduled to begin at 9:45pm. 
RAM’s Bike Valet, hosted by Bike Jax, will 
be available for the event. The Riverside 

Avondale Night Trolley will be running and 
include stops at RAM for the Fireworks 
Viewing Under the Bridge on July 4th! 
Riverside Arts Market, 715 Riverside Ave. 
www.riversideartsmarket.com

July 4 Jacksonville Beach 4th of July 
Fireworks Bring the entire family and spend 
the evening celebrating at Jacksonville Beach! 
Navy Band Southeast Pride will play sets 
between 6-10pm. The fireworks begin at 
9pm from the pier. This popular event brings 
large crowds. Helpful information on traffic 
plans and prohibited items is available on the 
website, www.jacksonvillebeach.org. Sea 
Walk Pavilion at Jax Beach.

July 4 Fireworks Over The Matanzas The 4th 
of July Concert & Fireworks in St. Augustine 
starts at 6pm with the All Star Orchestra 
performing in the Plaza de la Constitucion. At 
9:30pm, one of the largest fireworks displays 
on the East Coast bursts above the ancient 
Castillo de San Marcos and reflects in the 
waters of Matanzas Bay. Admission is free 
with the best vantage points along the bay 
front between the Castillo and the Bridge of 
Lions. 1 South Castillo Drive, St. Augustine, 
www.FireworksOverTheMatanzas.com

fiRewoRks and fUn
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Time to reconnect 
with all that’s 
good for you.
Be inspired by health experts. 
Be smart with free screenings. 
Be pampered with a lovely gift 
bag. Be nourished with fresh 
food and the spirit of women.

August 23, 2014
7:30am to 3:30pm
Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront

Tickets $35
Call 904.549.2938 or go to wjct.org/swh

h o s t e d  b y f e a t u r e d  s p o n s o r s

Using Art, Poetry, and Yoga to Change Student Behavior
BY KRISTI LEE SCHATZ, M.A.

Do you consider yourself an agent of change? Do you stand up, speak out, and often 
go against the norm in order to have a positive impact on the community? If we wish to 
cultivate a thriving community, each of us must be willing to show up and play our part. In 
some cases, that requires thinking outside of the box in order to explore alternative options 
when our current system is no longer effective. That is precisely what one local non-profit is 
choosing to do.

Hope at Hand, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization that is on a quest to transform Jack-
sonville through teaching children and adults creative ways to process their emotions and 
cultivate inner peace. Through the use of yoga, poetry, art, journaling, and other creative 
expression techniques, this organization is on a mission to increase self-awareness of reac-
tive behavioral patterns that perpetuate stress.

We all know that true transformation happens from the inside out, which is why Hope 
at Hand, Inc. has created a project in collaboration with John E. Ford K-8 School to bring 
these life changing skills into the public school system. According to Hope at Hands, Inc. 
Executive Director, Steffani Hendricks Fletcher, the John E. Ford K-8 wellness project is “de-
signed to rebuild a peaceful learning environment similar to a Montessori school by adding 
new and innovative components including yoga, art, and poetry strategies.”

John E. Ford K-8 School struggles with a high number of disciplinary problems that 
has dramatically impacted the overall academic achievement and effective implantation of 
the curriculum. Fletcher states that, “the new leadership at the school recognizes the need 
to change the school culture and climate in order to improve the behavior and academic 
achievement of students.” In order to address the root cause of the low test scores and 
disciplinary problems, Hope at Hand will focus their efforts on establishing a cultural climate 
that embraces a whole person approach to learning. By addressing the social and emotional 
needs of the entire student body, they hope to empower each child with practical life skills 
that will improve their overall health, happiness, and academic success.
 

Project Goals for the john e. ford K-8 school
1.   Incorporate daily age-appropriate yoga into the classroom setting in order to decrease 

 stress and increase self-awareness 

2.   Train teachers and staff how to lead the daily yoga exercises and create a calm and 

 peaceful classroom environment

3.   Incorporate traditional Hope at Hand art and poetry strategies into the instruction program

4.   Increase the percent of students proficient in math from 37% to 60%

5.   Increase the percent of students reading at grade level from 47% to 60%

6.   Reduce the number of disciplinary referrals from 613 to 306

7.   Add the services of a part-time mental health counselor
 

Fletcher states that, “the innovative aspect of this project is that these various com-
ponents, drawn from separate and independent disciplines, will be carefully integrated and 
merged into an entirely novel and unique package with a very specific goal—to convert a 
school that is currently characterized by and disrupted by the reactive patterns of student 
behavior into a school that is more appropriately portrayed by a serene and peaceful Mon-
tessori learning environment where students have internalized the positive benefits of think-
ing before acting and taking personal responsibility for their actions.” Fletcher and her team 
are currently seeking to raise funds in order to implement this program fully at the school. 
More information about this organization can be found online at www.hopeathand.org.

A community that values the emotional needs of the next generation is a community 
destined to thrive. It’s time to be proactive and consciously impact the direction of our city, 
even if it means being unconventional. 

The Art of Living Well
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When you’ve traveled the world and 
experienced the majesty of the old world but live in 
a city like Jacksonville with an addiction to urban 
sprawl, it’s easy to forget about how beautiful and 
amazing things are right here in the good ol’ U.S. of 
A. Our cities may be new and uninspired compared 
to the centuries-old charm across the oceans, 
but America’s biggest asset is her natural beauty, 
which is more abundant than you might think. You 
just have to get out of town and experience it for 
yourself.

One of the best things our government ever did, 
in my opinion anyway, was establishing the National Forest system to protect our country’s greatest 
assets and provide access for people to enjoy them. Florida is home to three gorgeous, sprawling 
National Forests - Osceola, Ocala and Apalachicola, each with its own unique attractions, history, 
flora, and fauna.

Recently, some friends and I were looking to get out of the city for the weekend and experience 
the outdoors. With limited time to plan and prepare, the quick jaunt to Osceola seemed like a safe bet 
and turned out to be the perfect weekend getaway. Located just off of I-10 near Lake City, Osceola 
National Forest is the smallest of Florida’s protected forests but is an important site both historically 
and environmentally. An important Civil War battle was fought here, and you can visit the Olustee 
Battlefield State Park which incorporates a section of the Florida Trail while you’re there. There is 

Nature Calls
Wild Florida: Camping at Osceola National Forest

BY JACK TWACHTMAN

plenty of hiking to be done among the tall 
longleaf pines, and don’t be at all surprised 
to spot a red cockaded woodpecker or 
two during your trek. Be sure to check the 
conditions of the trails before setting out 
as several were flooded less than a mile in 
when we visited. For camping, there’s no 
better spot than the picturesque Ocean Pond 
Campground which offers electrical and water 
hook-ups, fire pits, shower and bathroom 
facilities, a boat launch, and a great “beach” 
for swimming and picnicking.

As with all National Forests, one 
weekend is nowhere near enough time to 
even scratch the surface in just a few days, 
but luckily this one is right there anytime 
you want to visit. Check back next month as 
we explore the springs of the Ocala National 
Forest. For more information, visit the helpful 
(but slow) Forest Service website at www.
fs.usda.gov.



Exhibition organized by 
the Aperture Foundation, 
New York

This project is supported 
in part by an award from 
the National Endowment 
for the Arts

Curated by Kathy Ryan 
and Lesley A. Martin
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MOCAJACKSONVILLE.ORG
April 26 – August 24, 2014  

July 10: Discuss the Topic 
‘Photojournalism or Art?’

August 14: Crewdson Film 
at Sun-Ray Cinema
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Take a stroll or a picturesque drive 
down Riverside Avenue and you’ll delight 
at the St. Johns River views from Memorial 
Park. It has long been celebrated as one 
of Jacksonville’s premier landscapes for 
leisure, play, and holiday celebrations.

This past Memorial Day, more than 
400 people attended a breakfast and cer-
emony hosted by The Memorial Park Asso-
ciation. Honoring the 100th anniversary of 
the start of World War I, guests listened to 
Tarra Conner Jones sing the national an-
them, followed by The Naval Air Station’s 
Color Guard’s formal ceremony honoring 
those who had given their lives in battle. 
Keynote speaker, Wayne Wood, spoke 
about the history and importance the park 
has had on Jacksonville’s development, 
including the significance of the sculpture, 
Life, designed by renowned artist C. Adrian 
Pillars.

The association is in the process of 
lifting the status and visibility of the park 
with a goal to raise funds for much needed 
renovations to Memorial Park. “Memo-
rial Park is in its 90th year and has been 
enjoyed by four generations of families. 
As an association, it’s our goal to continue 
this legacy for generations to come. This 
event presented an opportunity for our 
entire community to celebrate the glori-
ous surroundings of this 6-acre riverfront 
park,” says Pattie Houlihan, President for 
the Board of Directors of the Association.

The event honored veterans, created 
a sense of connectivity of Jacksonville’s 
past with its future, and brought families 
out to experience the park. These types of 
events will be the ones that reclaim that 
sense of memory that Memorial Day was 
intended for and also bring families and 
communities together. To make a dona-
tion or get more information about The 
Memorial Park Association, visit www.
memparkjax.org. 

On May 26, the first Jacksonville Memorial 
Light Festival was held at Memorial Park in River-
side. The event offered individuals a moment to 
remember and honor members of the community 
who gave their lives in service, as well as those 
lost to violence, illness, and natural or man-made 
disaster. Participants were given lanterns, which 
they decorated with loved ones’ names and 
launched into the water as part of the ceremony.

The idea to create this event had been on 
my mind ever since spending time in Hiroshima. 
While there, I was lucky enough to witness the 
annual Peace Festival, held on the anniversary 
of the devastating atomic bomb that took so 
many lives in WWII. The experience of being in a 
country where I was effectively mute, unable to 
speak or understand the language, had rendered 
so many things unintelligible, but this event had a 
universal quality that was unmistakable to me.

der the Spanish moss that hung from the ancient 
oak spreading across Yacht Basin Park (where 
Willowbranch Creek enters the St. Johns River) in 
Riverside. The rain and hail of the afternoon had 
dissipated, and we were left with just the perfect 
bit of wind to buoy the lanterns. Goliath Flores, 
a local musician, sat under the tree, picking out 
guitar songs that blended with the gentle atmo-
sphere. A team of kayakers dispersed across the 
water, poised to corral and collect the lanterns 
which would soon be set afloat.

The sun began to ease down the horizon, 
and after a brief introduction and moment of 
silence, we placed each lantern, one by one, into 
the water. After sending off their wishes in these 
glowing forms, participants gradually spread 
along the aging stone balustrades lining the canal 
and watched as the glowing lanterns floated in the 
deepening twilight, some together, some running 
off alone, perhaps something like the individual 
natures of those being remembered. Following the 
event, I watched one woman use a pen, which 
had been used for marking messages on lanterns, 
to write something on a piece of paper left behind 
on the lantern table. Later, as I was packing up, 
I saw she had written, simply, “thank you for 
tonight,” which struck me as a lovely and unas-
suming message that felt appropriate for the tone 
of the event.

From start to finish, the night had an unmis-
takable feeling of the same quiet reverence, which 
was enhanced by the mild weather, the flickering 
of the lanterns’ light, and rhythmic flow of the 
water. As they left, participants shared gratitude 
for the opportunity to experience this moment 
of symbolism and remembrance honoring their 
loved ones. As organizers, Keith and I were 
touched by the healing quality of the event and 
the enthusiasm of our participants. Having seen 
the possibilities in this inaugural event, we are 
further encouraged in our goal to move forward 
with creating a full-scale annual festival, so that 

Jacksonville Memorial Light Festival
BY AMY MOORE

RiveRside’s 
MeMoRial PaRk

we can share this beautiful and therapeutic expe-
rience with more of Jacksonville.

We would love to have volunteers and 
sponsors in a variety of areas to help us envi-
sion, plan, and execute this event in in 2015. 
Any groups or individuals wishing to help 
organize and participate in the event for next 
year can get in touch with Keith or me by sign-
ing up here: www.docs.google.com/forms/
d/1JG-QPOV86NZz9MzocwchSQovvZahlhwG-
l8tF014cU7o/viewform?usp=send_form. We 
have also created a Facebook page where have 
posted images from this year’s event and will 
continue to post developments, including infor-
mation about our upcoming planning meetings for 
the 2015 event. That page can be found at www.
facebook.com/jaxlightfest. 

Watching children place lanterns marked 
with drawings of hearts or smiling faces into the 
calm river, I understood that these were memo-
ries in material form. Watching elderly men and 
women stoop to release lanterns inscribed with 
beautiful Japanese characters, I understood that 
those illuminated characters represented the spir-
its of family members and ancestors long gone. I 
will forever carry the image of those hundreds of 
lanterns floating in groups large and small, car-
rying with them wishes of peace, remembrance, 
and love from all the glowing faces on the banks 
of the river.

Later, when I returned to Jacksonville, I 
began to recognize what an event like this could 
mean for our community, so my co-founder Keith 
Marks and I set about making it happen. As we 
arrived to set up for the inaugural Jacksonville 
Memorial Light Festival, it felt cool and breezy un-

illuMination & Reflection
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Bighouse
The former Poppy Love Smoke space at 112 
West Adams Street will become a gallery/live 
performance venue called Bighouse. Funding 
issues have temporarily stalled the project.

greyhound Bus station
The Jacksonville Transportation Authority, 
in coordination with Greyhound, plans to 

Home Buyers & Sellers
OPEN HOUSE

WEEKEND - July 18 & 19

5610 Ft. Caroline Rd.
stop in today for your
V.I.P. Prize Hint Card 

& Open House Locator Map

∙ FIND THE RIGHT HOME

∙ OPTIMIZE YOUR HOME’S VALUE

∙ DISCOVER THE WATSON ADVANTAGE

Find FREE Preview Movie Passes
and Other Film Giveaways

including
GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY

and
TAMMY

starring Melissa McCarthy
www.watsonrealtyftcaroline.com

construct a new $6 million bus terminal on 
West Adams Street, near Johnson Street. Ac-
cording to the initial plan, Greyhound would 
pay $46,000 each year for a 40-year lease on 
the new building, which would be completed 
in 2014. However, Greyhound does not want 
to open without other transit uses along with 
them. Thus, construction of the new terminal 
has been delayed.

BreW Five Points - Beer & CoFFee
BREW Five Points will be opened in June at the 
former Tasti-D-Lite space at 1024 Park Street 
in Five Points.

riBault Bakery CoFFee & Pastries
Alex Podlyas will be opening the Bakery Rib-
ault, a coffee and pastry shop at 2540 Oak 
Street soon. The menu will begin with Growers 
Alliance Coffee and classic French pastries for 
carryout only, with plans for additional items 
in the following weeks. All items will be freshly 
baked in-store.

haPPy grilled Cheese
Happy Grilled Cheese is opening a brick and 
mortar across the street from Sun-Ray Cinema 
in the original Cozy Tea space.

Bold Bean CoFFee roasters
Riverside’s popular Bold Bean Coffee Roast-
ers plans to open a 1,400 square foot roasting 
facility which will include a small storefront 
space for weekly cuppings, special events and 
specialty retail.

WilloWBranCh PuBliC liBrary
Water intrusion repairs are being made to the 
historic Willow Branch Library at 2875 Park 
Street.

knead: a BakeshoP
KNEAD: A Bakeshop will be opening in a 1,662 
square foot space at 1173 Edgewood Avenue 
in Murray Hill. 

the JaCoBs Building
The long vacant Jacobs Building at 115 West 
2nd Street is being renovated for multi-family 
use.

sargent CyCle ProduCts
Sargent’s Cycle Products is expanding its busi-
ness in Springfield. They’re located at 1036 
Hubbard Street and are a major supplier for 
custom motorcycle products in North America. 
Work on a two story space that will more than 
double their capacity has begun on Hubbard.

MetroJacksonville.com reports on the changing Urban Core

What’s neW?
MetroJacksonville.com is an online resource committed to educating and providing an avenue for 
discussing the important issues facing Jacksonville. Their insightful, research-oriented articles about 
local culture, city planning, city transit, policy and politics have had a significant impact in the life of 
the city. Today, it is one of the largest and most comprehensive online resources dedicated to public 
municipal policy and urban transportation. www.metrojacksonville.com

This past month a new non-profit group called Friends of Hemming Plaza was issued an 18-month 
contract to manage the historic downtown park. Lead by Jacksonville historic preservation activist 

Wayne Wood, the Friends plan to schedule programming seven days a week. (Send in your resumes. 
They are currently looking to hire an Executive Director and other operational staff.)
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Dish UpDate
where to eat, drink & be merry by erin thursby

 Scallops are delicious. July is prime scalloping season! Visit the Gulf Coast’s St. Joseph Bay to 
get some fresh from the water: all you need is a saltwater fishing license, snorkel, mask, and dive flag. 
There are lots of local outfitters happy to provide them. Visit www.visitgulf.com/scalloping for more info!
  Have you been to BReW 5 points? It’s on the main Park Street drag. There’s a lot to get excited 
about: lovingly prepared local beans brewed up just right, craft sodas and beer, and glorious toast from 
Community Loaves (try the rosemary garlic with goat cheese and kimchi jam from Dig Foods).   
 Also right off of 5 Points on Lomax: the just-opened CoRRaDo’s BakeRy anD BistRo. Pastries 
and quiche seem to be the most popular items so far!
  M shaCk has busted out of brick and into the mobile food biz, a reversal of the usual truck-to-
brick-and-mortar trend. They still have their restaurants, of course, but now they have a food truck, 
serving out of the parking lot at 2103 San Marco Boulevard for lunch!
  Food truck CRavingz BBQ expRess, inC. are going for brick, and are currently revamping a 
space on Beaver Street.
 On Monroe Street Downtown, xtReMe kettle CoRn FaCtoRy will be selling kettle corn and 
the locally made Naturally Smart chocolate and vanilla frozen dessert by the pint.
  Riverside is home to a new bakery: BakeRy RiBaUlt at 2540 Oak Street. Expect French pastries 
and coffee. Doors open at 6am and close by late afternoon.
  We’re stoked about kneaD Bakeshop, which will be opening in Murray Hill. They’re the 
geniuses behind the baked goods you’ve probably enjoyed at Bold Bean.
 Businessman Pat Croce is looking to buy the Santa Maria restaurant in St. Augustine. He hopes 
to renovate it and make it into a halF shell: RaW BaR, which also has a location in Key West. His 
preliminary proposal was presented at a Town Hall meeting in St. Augustine.
 Out toward Mandarin and Fruit Cove, the Moon Dog pie hoUse is now open at Bartram Oaks 
Walk. It’s brought to you by the owners of Carmine’s Pie House and Lola’s Burrito Joint.
 

July 4  sixth annUal oRsay BBQ Celebrate 
your 4th with style at Orsay! Kid friendly, tickets 
on eventbrite. Menu includes: Popcorn with 
melted foie gras and truffle oil powder, Slow 
smoked pork shoulder with fresh spoonbread 
and jalapeno butter, Mini grass-fed beef burgers 
with potato salad and house-made sweet 
pickles, Charred corn and lobster hush puppies 
with spicy remoulade, Jon Boat ale poached hot 
dogs with cubanelle pepper chow chow, House-
made cupcakes, apple pie empanadas, and mini 
ice cream cones. Also: a petting zoo, a bounce 

house for the kids, and a lot more! Intuition Ale 
Works will be back again. Sponsored by Tito’s 
Handcrafted Vodka. In support of Riverside 
Avondale Preservation. Valid ID required for 
admission. $30, drinks sold separately. Free 
food for kids under ten. Restaurant Orsay, 3630 
Park St, www.restaurantorsay.com
 
July 8  FRee DonUts FoR a yeaR This might 
be worth getting up at the crack of dawn. At 6 
am, a new Krispy Creme opens at 7612 Merrill 
Road. The first 100 guests lined up inside the 
store (not drive-through) will get free doughnuts 
for a year and a T-shirt.
 
July 10  gReat DeCisions: FooD anD 
CliMate The oldest and largest grassroots 
world affairs education program of its kind 

in the country. It is sponsored locally by the 
World Affairs Council - Jacksonville and led by 
scholars from Jacksonville University and the 
University of North Florida. Join the discussion 
on Food and Climate at 6:30 – 8:30pm. Free and 
open to the public. Southeast Regional Library, 
10599 Deerwood Park Blvd, 630-4655, www.
jaxpubliclibrary.org
 
July 12  hot peppeR Jelly: a Canning 
WoRkshop Come learn to make and take 
home some hot pepper jelly, made at Duval 
County Canning Center, from 9am – Noon. Cost 
is $20 with limited space; with pre-registration 
and pre-payment required. Please contact 
Jeannie Crosby 255-7450. Duval County 
Extension Office
 
July 26  BeeR tRUCk WaRs Details are still 
in the works but there will be beer, there will 
be food. Adult tickets include beer sampling 
and Food Truck meal ticket. Designated Driver 
and Kids’ tickets include two soft drinks and 
Food Truck meal ticket. Tickets can be picked 
up at gate; day of event. Please make sure the 
ticket purchasers name matches the person 
picking up. Taxi service will be available. 
General Admission advance $35/at the door 
$45. Designated Driver $20. Kids $20. Groups 
of 25 or more $25. Call to reserve (407) 
296.5882. Francis Field, St. Augustine, www.
beertruckwars.com
 
July 29  the ghosts in oUR MaChine 
Sun-Ray Cinema is showing the movie 
The Ghosts in Our Machine. Although 
it’s mainly about animal rights, it’s also a 
beautiful, haunting, and mournful look into 
the mechanisms behind the food we eat and 
the animals that provide it. It’s hosted by the 
Northeast Florida Vegetarian Society. Expect 
veg-friendly snacks! Check www.meetup.com/
NFVegSociety for more info. Corrado’s Bakery and Bistro

Knead Bakeshop
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Living on the Westside, it’s difficult 
to draw me out to our beaches, but Fly-
ing Iguana is a restaurant that fits both my 
criteria for a drive to the Beaches: excellent 
food, and you can’t get anything like it in 
Jacksonville proper. You’ll find the Flying 
Iguana at the Beaches Town Center, a little 
strip that’s split down the middle between 
Atlantic and Neptune Beaches. The area is a 
bit of a culinary oasis, with lots of variation 
in dining choices. It’s located where the old 
Sundog Diner used to be. The floor plan is 
far more open than it was before and it’s 
nothing like the diner/dive it was before. 
Instead, it’s colorful and well-curated, with exposed brick, selected tiling, dark wood and high-impact 
art. The only remnant of its Sundog days is the mirrored Aztec dog on the back right wall. Chef Josh 
Agan says he kept it as a bit of an homage to the old place, which was in the spot for over 20 years.

If you’re looking to label the Flying Iguana, it falls under modern Latin American cuisine, in-
fluenced by the flavors of the Southern U.S. The Flying Iguana brings unexpected flavors together, 
flavors that have known each other for a long time but never knew they were meant to be. Case in 
point: the Crispy Pork Belly Taco. Pork and watermelon are two very Southern things that show up at 
cookouts, but never in the same dish. In the Crispy Pork Belly Taco they come together like the two 
leads in 90s romantic comedy. They’re helped along by Cotija cheese (a dry Mexican cheese) and 
pickled onions, the secondary romantic leads.

It’s possible this sounds all too exotic for you. You might want something more like a standard 
taco. They can do those for you as well, but I highly recommend ordering three different tacos from 
their menu and giving innovation a chance. At $3-5 per taco, it’s not a huge gamble. I also love the 
fish tacos and the blackened shrimp. Neither of those are that exotic, but they are delish!

Their bar is well-stocked and their margaritas are tasty. Try the Swap Shop under specialty 
drinks. It’s pretty much a standard margarita, but you can choose what to flavor it with. Your choice 
of: Strawberry, Mango, Tamarind, Cactus/Prickly Pear, or Pomegranate. Tequila Flights are also avail-
able, as are local beers. The wine list is actually shorter than their extensive tequila and spirits list, but 
there’s enough variety to satisfy most people.

Chef Josh Agan has a storied background in cuisine, both in and out of Jacksonville. He began 
working through the restaurant ranks as a dishwasher, busboy, and server while at the University of 
Vermont. While finding his passion, he matriculated through Rocky Mountain College of Art and De-
sign and the New England Culinary Institute. For his culinary internship he helped open 9545 at The 
Inn at Lost Creek in Telluride, Colorado. He then worked as the lead line cook for Xanadu in Berkeley, 
Lark Creek Inn under Bradley Ogden. In Aspen he became sous chef at the St. Regis Hotel’s Olive 
under Chef Todd English, where Agan got to work with a number of celebrity chefs. Locally, he served 
as bb’s Executive Chef, before opening the Flying Iguana.

Tacos are probably the most popular items on the menu, but there’s far more their menu than 
that. Take a look at their entrees and you definitely won’t go home hungry if you order one. You can’t 
go wrong with the Peruvian Chicken and you will most likely find yourself ordering the Agave Brined 
Pork Chop more than once, after you try it the first time. The brining process makes for an especially 
succulent chop which sits atop a polenta cake. Unexpected notes of rosemary gently cut through the 
other flavors and textures, which include a flavorful ancho chile mole sauce, a lightly spicy and sweet 
jalapeno apple jam and a crispy slaw.

Their Antojitos or appetizers are also a great place to start, when you want to think outside the 
taco. For their Guacamole and Chips they use three avocados and make your guacamole fresh, right 
at your table (unless you sit outside, because there isn’t room for the mobile guac station). The Peru-
vian Ceviche is the best in the area, made with tender, local fish as well as surprising cubes of sweet 
potato and crispy little toasted corn kernels. Lime juice is the base, while aji amarillo peppers give it a 
little kick and the starchiness of Peruvian corn enforces an equilibrium of flavor. Those with an adven-
turous palate should seek out the Sweet Corn Tamale Cakes Starter. The sweet cakes are supported 
by an ancho chile sauce and topped with smoked salmon, crema, and chives.

If you’re there for lunch, I urge you to order the Cubana sandwich. It’s available until 3 pm on 
their lunch menu. This beauty is stuffed with shaved pork loin, slow roasted pork shoulder, pickled 
onion, gruyere and flavored with mojo mustard. It also seems to be a staff favorite!

After all the chips, salsa and your meal, you might find it difficult to save room for dessert. If you 
have to, make a special trip and order their delectable Plantains Foster. It’s everything you love about 
bananas foster, but with the firmer texture of plantains.

The Flying Iguana is going to be my go-to for out-of-towners looking to glimpse the beach. It’s 
everything you need, beach proximity, a full bar, a hip, fun atmosphere and a menu with items for 
eaters both bold and timid.
 

The Flying Iguana 207 Atlantic Blvd, Neptune Beach, 853-5680
 
 

Flying 
iguana
Unexpected latin flavors worth the 

drive to the Beach  BY ERIN THURSBY
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8321 Dames Point Crossing Blvd. N
just off Merrill Rd. near I-295

(904) 744-2699
www.damespointanimal.vetsuite.com

SPECIAL!
1 free night 
of boarding 

for every 
3 nights paid

“A Friendlier Comedy
Club Experience”

Tickets: 
1.904.646.HAPPY (4277) 

SPACIOUS SEATING
11000 Beach Blvd

JACKSONVILLE
www.JacksonvilleComedy.com

www.JacksonvilleComedy.com

Never An “F” Bomb
Full Bar & Kitchen

July 9
Chicago Stacked Improv

July 10-12
Travis Howze

July 17-19
Kier

July 24-26
Pat McGann

July 31-August 2
Mike Green

Get a Jerry Seinfeld style show
instead of a Jerry Springer!

Great for dates, company parties & any
adult party that needs to be fun, funny & delicious.

18 to laugh and eat, 21 to drink.
ALL SHOWS RATED Soft R Language & Content.

Bringing a party of 6 or more people?
Take advantage of our special group rates!!

What’s BreWing
BY REGINA HEFFINGTON, THE jAx BREw BITcH

trolley Weekend is July 4 & 5 in the River-
side/5 Points/Avondale communities. This pop-
ular JTA service will carry you to and through 
each of these neighborhoods’ entertainment/
brews and chews districts. You won’t need 
to be worried about finding parking or driving 
in between! A $4 ticket will cover you for the 
entire night and can be purchased at various 
establishments in those neighborhoods includ-
ing Silver Cow, Intuition Ale Works, European 
Street Café on Park and Bold City Brewery. For 
more info, visit www.riversideavondalenight-
trolley.com/ 

silver CoW (1506 King St.) will have a Stone 
Brewing Company Pint Night on July 17. There 
will also be a 3 Floyds Collaboration Night 
(special tasting with proceeds to charity) fea-
turing two special collaboration brews 3 Floyds 
developed with New Belgium Brewing Com-
pany in Fort Collins, Colorado and Brodie’s 
Brewery from London, England. Silver Cow 
will also have a very special evening featuring 
a firkin (small barrel) tapping of Abita Brewing 
Company Turbodog Dark Brown Ale aged on 
vanilla beans and coffee. There will also be a 
Glass Giveaway! Get more details for both of 
these events on www.silvercowjax.com and 
www.jaxbrewbitch.com

A little bit of sad news – Mile Marker 
BreWery in St. Augustine has closed. The 
brewer will be doing contract brewing with 
other breweries in the future. Any further de-
velopments will be reported on www.jaxbrew-
bitch.com.

Bold City BreWery (2670 Rosselle St) will 
be at the July 2 Downtown Art Walk from 4 to 
9pm where the Big John’s Apricot Wheat Ale 
will be released! This very popular creation by 
Bold City is perfect on a warm summer eve-
ning! Although Bold City Brewery will be closed 

on July 4, they will re-open on Saturday, July 5 
at their regular time.

intuition ale Works (720 King St)
Intuition Ale Works is partnering up on July 4 
with restaurant orsay for their 6th an-
nual Fourth oF July BaCkyard BBQ! 
Join them for craft beer, tasty backyard fare, a 
petting zoo, bounce house for the kids and a 
lot more! Search for the it and buy your tickets 
on www.eventbrite.com

engine 15 BreWing CoMpany (1500 
Beach Boulevard – Jax Beach) will be open on 
July 4th! This is a first for them since opening, 
and that weekend will be exciting! They will be 
staging their 4th Anniversary Party on Satur-
day, July 5th. There will be Anniversary beers in 
bottles, limited edition E15 in kegs, an Oompa 

 What are you doing on the 4th of July this year? We all celebrate the adoption of the wording of 
the Declaration of Independence in our own way but it all centers around being thankful for that por-
tion of the Declaration which reads:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

 Craft beer enthusiasts embrace that concept by declaring their own independence from those 
beers which are mass-marketed and mass-produced. This desire for microbrewed creations comes 
not from a systemic hatred for large corporations but because of flavor, tastes, and interest in variety. 
THAT’S what craft beer provides. This month, our local establishments are scheduling events and spe-
cials geared at motivating to get you off your freedom-lovin’ butt and into their seats:

Band (from 2:30-5pm), Chicken Sh*t Bingo, 
and Corn Hole games. Check their website 
and www.jaxbrewbitch.com for information on 
Engine 15’s Wednesday Pint Nights – (Beer 
Hump Day) - and Thirsty Thursdays!

dahlia’s pour house (2695 Post St) will 
be having their two year celebration on Sat-
urday July 12 from Noon-9pm featuring local 
brews, casks, giveaways, food, flip cup tour-
nament, and much more!

Make this month the month you take advantage 
of what the Greater Jacksonville area has to 
offer in the way of craft beer! Whether you’re a 
veteran of microbrews or just trying craft beer 
for the first time, declare your independence 
from “Big Beer” and enjoy what inspired and 
talented independent brewers have created!
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Sidecar is the latest craft cocktail bar to open in the Jacksonville core, 
in a convenient location along Hendricks Avenue in the San Marco area. 
It is in the same building as V Pizza, which is a Neapolitan-style pizza 
place. It also happens to be right up the street from Aardwolf Brewery. 
All in all, this area is beginning to hop with nightlife possibilities.

Sidecar is the literal dark side of the 
building it shares with V Pizza, with its half 
painted in a dark gray with a black awning 
and a small wooden sign. The space itself 
is surprisingly large, with a covered outdoor 
patio right in front, off of the parking lot. 
The seating on the patio mainly consists of 
long communal tables that look out onto the 
parking lot and Hendricks Avenue. The two 
painted-brick side walls are both decorated, 
with one side boasting a rustic-looking 
wooden panel that describes the process for 
making whiskey and the other side display-
ing a playful applied mural of a man blowing 
bubbles. They appear to allow smoking in the patio area, but no one happened to be smoking on the 
occasions that I’ve visited.

The inside of the bar is dominated by the bar itself, with some seating away from the bar avail-
able. Despite the large windows that face the patio, the interior is rather dark. The ambient lights are 
very subdued. The interior walls are minimally decorated, with chalkboard displays scattered around 
that describe the specials and highlights. Behind the bar, the extensive liquor selection is well dis-
played along the brick wall. There are televisions playing the sports of the day above the bar, but the 
volume is kept low for those of us who do not care to watch sports with our cocktails.

Naturally, the cocktails are the main focus in this bar. They have a decent craft beer selection, 
and they serve wine, but the carefully crafted cocktails are really a treat. The co-owners are both 

very experienced in higher-end drinking establish-
ments, and it shows. The extensive selection of 
Scotch, Irish, and Bourbon whiskeys available 
represents one of the better curated collections in 
town. The botanical gin selection is also respect-
able, as is the mezcal and tequila. In all, it is very 
possible to have a very simple drink turn out well 
simply because the base ingredients are so im-
pressive.

However, the more complicated drinks are 
where the skills of the bartenders truly shine. I 
felt encouraged to see the bartenders processing 
actual ingredients for the drinks instead of us-
ing pre-made mixers. The drink menu reflects a 
rather traditional attitude towards cocktails at first 
glance, with classics like the Hemingway daiquiri 
being heavily represented. However, there is a 
sense of innovation on the menu as well. One fun 
novelty that they have on offer at Sidecar are the 
cocktails on draft. They list the daily draft cock-
tails, along with detailed descriptions of the ingre-
dients, on the blackboard that is closest to the bar. When I decided to try one during my first visit, I 
really wasn’t sure what to expect. Upon further reflection, the best way to describe the draft cocktails 
is to compare them with alcoholic punch-type drinks. Like many punch recipes, the draft cocktails 
contain many diverse ingredients that are combined into a crowd pleasing drink that is quick to serve.

A place called “Sidecar” should be expected to have a superb example of their namesake on 
their drink menu and in this instance Sidecar definitely delivers. Not only do they prominently feature 
the classic Sidecar cocktail on their menu, but they also offer a number of variations on the theme for 
the more adventurous palate.

Although Sidecar is still a very new establishment, they have already used their space to par-
ticipate in events. They hosted a party for the recent USA vs Nigeria game, and they participated in 
Negroni Week. They also played host to St. Augustine Distillery for their gin demonstration after the 
most recent USGBC Green Social that was held at Aardwolf Brewery.

One benefit of being connected to V Pizza is that patrons can have their pizza delivered to them 
at Sidecar after ordering. It’s definitely a worthwhile venture on a nice day to enjoy pizza and a re-
freshing cocktail on their patio.

Sidecar
San Marco’s New Craft Cocktail 
Destination    BY JESSICA FIELDS

photo by kimberly koenig
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art events
MOCa JaCksOnville (366-6911, www.mo-
cajacksonville.org) 
Thru July 6 PROJECT ATRIUM: ONE SPARK 
Shaun Thurston’s One Spark mural will only be 
on display a few more days. Coming July 26 
– October 26 is PROJECT ATRIUM: CAROLINE 
LATHAN-STIEFEL, WIDER THAN THE SKY (see 
sidebar for more info.) 
Thru August 24 THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGA-
ZINE PHOTOGRAPHS For more than thir ty years, 
The New York Times Magazine has shaped the 
possibilities of magazine photography, through its 
commissioning and publishing of photographers’ 
work across the spectrum of the medium, from 
photojournalism to fashion photography and 
portraiture. In this exhibition, focusing primarily 
on the past fifteen years, long-time New York 
Times Magazine Director of Photography Kathy 
Ryan provides a behind-the-scenes look at the 
collaborative, creative processes that have made 
this magazine the leading venue for photographic 
storytelling within contemporary news media. 
July 10 BLACK & WHITE: PHOTOJOURNALISM 
PANEL DISCUSSION From 6–7pm join fellow 
MOCA Members for a special reception prior 
to MOCA’s public program. The discussion is 
7–8:30pm. Experts from the fields of journalism, 
contemporary art, and publishing will debate 
these aspects of The New York Times Magazine 
Photographs exhibition.
Free Thursdays 5-9 pm. Bank of America is 
sponsoring free admission to MOCA on Thursday 
nights throughout The New York Times Maga-
zine Photographs exhibition. Thursdays at 7pm 
MOCA educators will lead a 45-minute tour of the 
museum galleries, sponsored by the Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund. 

the CuMMer MuseuM Of art and Gar-
dens (356-6857, www.cummer.org)
Thru November 2 A COMMEMORATION OF THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT: PHOTOGRAPHY 
FROM THE HIGH MUSEUM OF ART Celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the Civil 
Rights Act with this exhibit. On view are 22 black 
and white photographs taken by an array of pho-
tographers, journalists, artists and activists, who 
documented the societal struggles that swept the 
nation during the 1950s and 60s. 
Thru September 14 COLLECTOR’S CHOICE: 
INSIDE THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF REGIONAL 
COLLECTORS Many individuals in the Jackson-
ville area collect wonderful objects. As part of 
Collectors’ Choice: Inside the Hearts and Minds 
of Regional Collectors, a selection of area collec-
tors is sharing some of their prized possessions 
with the community. Each collector has selected 
the pieces that best illustrate their passion for col-
lecting. From paintings to furniture to sculptures, 
each object tells a very personal story. 
July 9-July 10 Visit the Ringling and Dali Mu-
seums The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach 
and FOCUS Cummer are proud to present this 
wonderful Art Tour to the famous RINGLING MU-

SEUM and the DALI MUSEUM with overnight stay 
at the beautiful Vinoy Hotel. For further informa-
tion and to purchase tickets, please visit www.
ccpvb.org/events/sarasota-and-st-pete-art-tour.
July 18-27, 6-10pm 33 VARIATIONS A play by 
Moisés Kaufman. 33 VARIATIONS tells the story 
of Katherine Brandt, a musicologist dying of ALS, 
who passionately throws herself into studying 
Beethoven’s renowned variations on the mundane 
Diabelli waltz. The Cummer is offering a dinner, 
museum, and show package option with dining in 
the Café at the Cummer. Evening performances 
are July 18, 19, 25, and 26, dinner at 6pm and 
show at 7:30. Sunday Matinee performances on 
July 20 and July 27 offer a lunch/brunch menu at 
12:30 and show at 2pm. Following the July 27th 
performance, the audience is invited to partici-
pate in a mediated talk-back panel discussion, 
including Dr. Kevin Boylan, M.D., Neurologist at 
the Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville. Advance purchase 
for the dining package is $37 and for the show 
with museum and gardens (no dining) is $15. Full 
production and ticket information can be found at 
The 5 & Dime webpage, www.the5anddime.org. 

July 29, 7-8:30pm this seat’s taken A new 
play by Barbara Colaciello about Rosa Parks and 
the event that became the tipping point of the Civil 
Rights Movement, presented by Players by the 
Sea. Call 899-6038 to make your required reser-
vation. Hixon Auditorium

the ritz theatre and MuseuM (www.
ritzjacksonville.com) 
Thru July CALL AND RESPONSE: ILLUMINATING 
GOD’S TROMBONES The theme of this exhibit 
challenges artists to create work inspired by 
the writings of one of the world’s great literary 
figures. Gallery of the Ritz Theatre and Museum, 
www.ritzjacksonville.com 

Thru September 1 JaCksOnville zOO and 
Gardens art eXhiBit Members of the Jack-
sonville Artist Guild are contributing 100 paint-
ings reflecting images of the zoo to celebrate the 
100 Year Celebration of the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens. All 100 paintings will be displayed in 
the Palm Plaza Café. The Guild has donated these 
paintings for sale, and all proceeds will benefit the 
Zoo. Range of the Jaguar at the Jacksonville Zoo 
and Gardens, www.jacksonvillezoo.org.

July 2 first WednesdaY artWalk: sWeet 
taste Of suMMer From 5-9pm At Hemming 
Plaza celebrate Bold City Brewery’s summer sea-
sonal, Big John Apricot Wheat with live music by 
The Band Be Easy, food from The Blind Fig, art, 
and a skate ramp. Visit the Better State Crew’s 
kid’s art zone and help create a mosaic master-
piece with Roux Arts Street Pipes Mobile Mosaic. 
Chamblin’s Uptown & Café will feature live music 
by Beau and the Barn Burners from 6-9pm and 
the second-annual Body ArtWalk tattoo show at 
7pm, followed by “Retro: Reinvented” fashion 

show presented by Grease Rags Clothing Co. 
and The Art Institute. Southlight Gallery hosts 
Summer Guest Artists Series II, Members’ Choice 
with live music by Linda Grenville from 6-9pm. 
Stop into MOCA Jacksonville and check out the 
premiere of One Spark’s short film One Spark 
Because at 8 and 8:30pm in MOCA’s Theatre. 
www.jacksonvilleartwalk.com

July 5 - August 29 ruin, CharCOal & ink 
draWinGs Exhibition of New Charcoal & Ink 
Drawings, “Ruin,” by Julianne French. Thru July 
31 evita ManusCriPts An original manu-
script exhibit that celebrates Eva Peron, First 
Lady of Argentina. Admission is Free. Hours: 
Tue-Fri, 10am-3pm and Sat, 10am-4pm. Karpeles 
Manuscript Library Museum, 101 W. 1st St., 356-
2992, www.kmuseumjax@aol.com

July 9 - September 2 traCY WOMaCk & 
randY Pitts Painter Randy Pitts and glass 
artist Tracy Womack team up for this exhibition. 
Tracy Womack has more than 30 years experi-
ence working in flamework and/or lampwork (mol-
ten glass). Each piece is hand formed from solid 
rods of glass, heated in a torch flame until molten 
and the shaped into the desired form. Her creations 
display her love of the ocean with her marine life 
pieces as well as her seascape pendants & ear-
rings, which she paints with colored glass pow-
ders. Randy Pitts is devoted to painting the land-
scape on location and he enjoys the challenges 
of capturing the light, form, and shape it provides. 
Tracy and Randy will be at an opening reception 
to be held at First Street Gallery Friday, July 11, 
7-9pm. First Street Gallery, 216-B First St, Neptune 
Beach, 241-6928, www.firststreetgalleryart.com

event: MOCA’s Project Atrium 

“Wider Than the Sky” Members’ 

Opening

date: July 25 7-9pm

venue: MOCA

tiCkets: Free for members

COntaCt: 366-6911

From pipe cleaners to re-
used and recognized old fabrics, 
Pennsylvania artist Caroline 
Lathan-Stiefel is preparing a 
monumental textile sculpture 
that will be suspended from sky-
light girders and cascade down 
to the floor 40-feet below in the 
Museum of Contemporary Art’s 
(MOCA) Haskell Atrium Gallery. The exhibit opens July 25 and runs through October 26.

“The Atrium at MOCA is a rare ‘space,’ which presents an enormous and exciting 
challenge for artists to work within,” Lathan-Stiefel says. MOCA is pleased to present 
Lathan-Stiefel’s monumental work to Northeast Florida. “Since the creation of ‘Project 
Atrium’ in 2011, we’ve maintained a few core principles that are key to the success of the 
series,” states MOCA curator Ben Thompson. “Paramount among these is that the artist 
must engage with the scale of the space and utilize this challenge to explore new directions. 
Caroline Lathan-Stiefel has really embraced this challenge in her installation. It will be one 
of the largest and most intricate aerial pieces the museum has ever presented in the space. 
Additionally, it is unlike any project in the series to date in that the piece will truly utilize the 
volume of the Haskell Atrium Gallery. Lathan-Stiefel is taking full advantage of the three-
dimensionality of the gallery by creating a multilayered piece and an immersive viewing 
experience. In order for viewers to fully explore the work, they will need to move around and 
through these layers. As a result, their interpretation of the work will change depending on 
where viewers are physically located in the gallery.” MOCA visitors will enjoy learning more 
about the interconnectivity of the brain in the world around us and in the everyday as they 
move around and walk into this monumental work. 

July 25, 6pm Project Atrium: Caroline Lathan-Stiefel: Patrons’ Preview Be first to 
view Project Atrium: Caroline Lathan-Stiefel and enjoy hors d’oeuvres, open bar, music, 
and mingling with the ar tist. At 7:15pm enjoy a ‘Conversation with the Artist.’ This lec-
ture features a discussion between Caroline Lathan-Stiefel and Curator Ben Thompson on 
process, career, and her Project Atrium installation, Wider Than the Sky.

For the full story on Lathan-Stiefel’s work and creative process, check out www.
eujacksonville.com.

MOCA’s Project Atrium: Caroline Lathan-Stiefel
BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

Wider than the skY
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theatre events

2014-15 SEASON

limelight-theatre.org        904-825-1164
11 Old Mission Ave., St. Augustine, FL
www.facebook.com/limelight.theatre

SEE THE
LIGHT

The Addams Family
Clybourne Park

A Christmas Story
Sweet Bird of Youth
The Boys Next Door

No Sex Please 
We’re British
Hello Dolly

Beyond Therapy

NEW Season

EIGHT shows!

ON STAGE IN AUGUST

Thru July 6 OLIver! The well-loved musical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’s classic tale. 
Oliver is an orphan who runs away from his cruel 
caretakers only to land himself in trouble with the 
wrong kind of people. As he navigates his new 
life, he finds hope in the kindness of newfound 
friends. Limelight Theatre, St. Augustine, 825-
1164, www.limelight-theatre.org

Thru July 27 shreK the MUsICaL Join the be-
loved Ogre, chatty donkey, and spit-fire princess 
in the Dreamworks Classic. When the Evil Lord 

Frarquaad threatens to take over Shrek’s swamp, 
Shrek and his new friend Donkey must set out on 
a fairy tale adventure to rescue the lovely Prin-
cess Fiona from the dragon’s keep. This show is 
perfect all ages. Go to www.eujacksonville.com 
for a full review. Alhambra Dinner Theatre, 641-
1212, www.alhambrajax.com

July 12 sO FreaKIn’ FUnny aCt 1 Four 
comedians will be taking the stage for a comedy 
show event to benefit the Luv The Kidz Foundation 
‘House of Hope Project.’ Starring: Queen of Com-
edy, Monique; Comedian, Gary Owens; National 
Comic, Charlie Murphy; Arnez J., DJ Dr. Doom, 
and your host for the night, Jacksonville’s Terry T. 
Harris. 7:30pm. Jacksonville Veterans Memorial 
Arena, www.jaxevents.com 

July 18 – 27 33 varIatIOns The 5 & Dime, 
in partnership with The Cummer Museum of Art 
& Gardens, presents 33 VARIATIONS by Moi-
sés Kaufman. 33 VARIATIONS tells the story of 
Katherine Brandt, a musicologist dying of ALS, 
who passionately throws herself into studying 
Beethoven’s renowned variations on the mun-
dane Diabelli waltz. The Cummer Museum of Art 
& Gardens is offering a dinner, museum, and 
show package option with dining in the Café at 
the Cummer. Evening performances are July 18, 
19, 25, and 26, with dinner at 6pm and show at 
7:30. Sunday Matinee performances on July 20 
and July 27 offer a lunch/brunch menu at 12:30 
and show at 2pm. Following the July 27th per-
formance the audience is invited to participate in 
a mediated talk-back panel discussion, including 
Dr. Kevin Boylan, M.D., Neurologist at the Mayo 
Clinic, Jacksonville. Advance purchase for the 
dining package is $37 and for the show with 
museum and gardens (no dining) is $15. www.
the5anddime.org. The Cummer Museum of Art & 
Gardens, www.cummer.org

July 18 – 19 100 yOUth vOICes presents 
the WIZ The Wiz takes Frank Baum’s classic, 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, and gives it a mod-
ern spin. Winner of 7 Tony awards, this beloved 
Broadway musical sets Dorothy’s adventures 
in the Land of Oz to music in a dazzling lively 
mixture of rock, gospel, and soul! Performances 
are Friday, July 18 at 7pm; Saturday, July 19 at 
2pm; Saturday, July 19 at 6pm. Tickets are $15 
students and seniors (65+) with proper I.D. $20 

Advance and $25 Door for General Public. Stage 
Aurora Performance Hall, (Inside Gateway Mall), 
765-7372, www.ticketleap.com or visit us online 
at www.stageaurora.org

July 18 - August 9 rent Rent has become a 
pop culture phenomenon since its 1996 Broad-
way debut, with songs that rock and a story that 
resonates. The show follows a year in the life 
of a group of impoverished young artists and 
musicians struggling to survive and create on 
New York’s Lower East Side. This is exuberant, 
passionate, and joyous theatre for young and old. 
8pm. $28. Wednesdays and Thursdays students 
will receive half price tickets at the door with a 
valid Student ID. Players by the Sea, playersby-
thesea.org

July 19 Mad COWFOrd presents: Way 
OFF BrOadWay A night of improvised, musi-
cal, and sketch comedy at Theatre Jacksonville 
for this one night only to celebrating eight years of 
improv comedy in Jacksonville. Watch as players 
improvise their way through fast-paced games, 
scenes, sketches, or perhaps even a short musi-
cal - all created from your suggestions (if we 
are lucky, they may even skewer your favorite 
Broadway hits!) 8pm. $20. Theatre Jacksonville, 
396-4425, www.theatrejax.com

July 19 LICense 2 LaUgh COMedy shOW 
Featuring Lavell Crawford as headliner and Sheryl 
Underwood hosting. Joining Lavelle and Sheryl 
are Tim Murray and Lavar Walker whose comedic 
antics will have the audience in gut busting laugh-
ter. 8pm. Times-Union Center for the Performing 
Arts, www.jaxevents.com

July 25 - August 3 FaMe - the MUsICaL FSCJ 
Artist Series, is proud to present the 9th Annual 

High School Summer Musical Theatre Experience. 
Performances are July 25-26 and August 1-3. 
More than 80 student performers and technicians 
are training with professional theatre artists. Set 
during the last years of New York City’s celebrat-
ed High School for the Performing Arts, Fame 
- The Musical is the bittersweet, but ultimately 
inspiring story of a diverse group of students as 
they commit to four years of grueling artistic and 
academic work. Tickets $25-15. Wilson Center, 
646-2222, 442-2929, www.artistseriesjax.org

July 30 - August 3 the rat paCK An incredible 
re-creation of the world famous Rat Pack-- Frank 
Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr. This 
show will transport audiences back to a time 
when this unforgettable trio excited audiences 
nightly in the Copa Room at the Sands Hotel and 
Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada. With so much 
talent on stage together, these wild, wonderful 
performers set a standard for all those who came 
to Vegas during their heyday. The Rat Pack: Live & 
Swingin’ re-creates these amazing performances 
with incredible authenticity. Alhambra Dinner The-
atre, 641-1212, www.alhambrajax.com

COMedy CLUB OF JaCKsOnvILLe 
Come out and enjoy a few laughs. Did you know 
laughing can lower your blood pressure? Sure 
beats going to the doctor. Showtimes are Thurs 
8:04pm, Fri 8:04pm, and Sat 8:04 and 10:10pm. 
Tickets $6 to $25. All shows have two opening 
acts plus a headliner. Headliners are as follows: 
7/3 and 7/5 (no show on 7/4), Matt Lumpke. 
Special Show on Wed 7/9 at 8:04pm, Chicago 
Stacked (Improv). 7/10-12, Travis Howzes. 7/17-
19, Kier, Magician/Comedian. 7/24-26, Pat Mc-
Gann. 7/31-8/2, Mike Green. The Comedy Club is 
located at 11000 Beach Blvd. 646-4277, www.
jacksonvillecomedy.com.

sWaMp radIO
Celebrates Local Culture & Heritage

 
     Swamp Radio, a live radio show celebrating Northeast Florida culture through stories, inter-
views, and music, will present its summer episode on July 18 and 19 at 7:30pm in the Lewis Audi-
torium at Flagler College, located at 14 Granada Street in St. Augustine.
     The playwright, director, and Swamp Radio creator, Ian Mairs, remembers a greater emphasis 
on community pride and history when he was growing up in Jacksonville in the 1970s and 1980s, 
and wants to restore that sentiment by bringing local stories to life through the arts.
     The theme for this performance is Summer in the Ancient City, best described as “the best 
darn day trip you’ll ever take.” In this live episode, Swamp Radio will highlight the winning charms 
of St. Augustine: the groovy sounds of hometown duo The WillowWacks, the quirky side to the 
city’s rich history provided by historian Wayne Wood, and the secret to making a watermelon mint 
popsicle from the folks at the gourmet ice pop company, The Hyppo.
     In addition, Swamp Radio will be hosting The Curtain Raiser, a free performing arts exposition 
in the Lewis Auditorium lobby prior to both performances. Local arts and culture groups will be on 
hand to provide information about upcoming events for their 2014-2015 season. Attendees will be 
encouraged to stroll the display area one hour prior to show time.
     Tickets are $25 for adults and $20 for students, seniors and military. For more information 
and to purchase tickets, visit www.swampradiojax.com
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There are few truths so universal that they speak to every 
generation in any language. The Broadway smash Rent holds 
those truths up to the light, exposing the bones and the heart in 
all of us. Players by the Sea stages the ground-breaking musical 
July 18 through Aug. 9 at 106 N. 6th Street in Jacksonville Beach. 
Call 248-0289 or visit www.playersbythesea.org for ticket 
information.

It’s a first for director Alex Rodriguez, who oversees all of 
the theater’s educational programming. Rodriguez was only seventeen when he was initially introduced to 
the characters struggling to fuel their passions and battle the demon HIV in Rent. The experience opened 
his eyes to the world of musical theater and he has never looked back. “I’ve always been a fan of the 
show,” he says. “When they asked if I was interested and without a doubt I said yes. The reason I moved 
back to Jacksonville was to direct Rent.”

Loosely based on Puccini’s La Bohême, the show follows a year in the life of a group of impoverished 
young artists and musicians struggling to survive and create on New York’s Lower East Side. Rent is 
originally set in the 80s on Manhattan’s Lower East Side but the story is transcends time through its rich, 
musical landscape painted in shades of love, loss, strength and, above all else, friendship. Rodriguez was 
drawn to the show’s themes, particularly in the conversational way in which the fight in each character is 
represented.

“Rent is not dated. The story is so universal and it’s got a big heart right in the middle of it,” he says. 
“It’s a human story and the characters are in every one of us today and every one of us tomorrow.” The 
subject matter is also still very real in today’s world as people continue to strive to find their own voices 
and stand up for what they believe in despite seemingly insurmountable odds. “The message is to fight 
for something,” Rodriguez says. ‘Whether its equality or health or friendship. There is so much power and 
struggle in this show.”

Scaling the mountain built by composer Jonathan Larson was a monumental climb, but Rodriguez 
says he faced each obstacle from the score to the set and costuming with every bit of the willful 
determination he imagines Larson exhibited during his own process. It is always a tightrope walk for 
directors to infuse their own voice into someone else’s work while striving to maintain the integrity of the 
original material. “That’s the most appealing thing to me as a director when the material is so strong, so 
well-known. It’s really ground breaking,” he says. “As a director, I really wanted to tell the story in the best 
light for the space it’s told in and the audience it’s being told for.”

Rodriguez says he looked beyond the mold shaped by the original characters to afford his cast 
with the opportunity to tell their own story. The conversational strength of the music speaks to familiar 
audiences and encourages a new generation of fans to find their own voices and fight for what they believe 
in. “I really wanted our actors to make it their story, to take what the original case did on stage and be 
inspired by it. I am so in love with them. What they are doing is so different. They are really digging into 
these characters,” he says. “I think that being inspired by the original, people will feel that they are being 
true to the original. People that have seen the show will see things in a way they never have before.”

Rodriguez admits to taking certain creative liberties that he hopes will help add depth to the original 
ideas behind some of the scenes. Since the production relies solely on the conversational nature of the 
music to tell the stories, he says the 18-person cast was open to incorporating some unique visual touches 
to represent the same ideas in 2014.

He often thinks of Larson as he directs, blocking scenes and putting himself into the story to 
imagine what his natural reaction would be. He thinks of Larson sitting in his apartment at his keyboard, 
constructing the melodies and phrasing that still inspire millions of people so many years after his tragic 
1996 death. “I picture him as an artist creating this, what he must have been going through writing about 
losing people that you love,” Rodriguez says. “He spent seven years working on it then he dies in his 
apartment on opening night. He got this so right, so much right that it takes your breath away,” he says 
of the composer’s unwavering commitment to his work despite the constant chorus of those telling him it 
would never find success.

If Larson could feel the far-reaching hands of his work, Rodriguez hopes that he would have peace 
that all of his efforts, dedication, and refusal to accept anything less than what he believed to be right 
was not done in vain. He would feel the deserving applause, lifted up by the memories of his artistic 
counterparts and the souls of his lost friends who continue to give voice to the voiceless in an eternal 
thumbs up for the ages.
 

Walking The 
TighTrope

photo by michael alligood

BY LIZA MITCHELL

When: July 18 - August 9
Where: Players By The Sea
www.playersbythesea.org
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I’ll go ahead and get my bias out of the way 
upfront: I have never been a big fan of improvisation 
style comedy. While some comedy critics swear 
by it, shows like Whose Line Is It Anyway, where 
comedians are given random words and props and 
then come up with corresponding off-the-cuff bits 
to go along with them, have just never appealed to 
me and oftentimes even come off as a little embar-
rassing. Of course, this is not the first time I have 
been at odds with comedy connoisseurs; I am 
also not a fan of—gasp—Monty Python, which is an opinion that is considered blasphemy in some 
circles. This is not to suggest that the comedians participating in improv aren’t quick-witted and 
skilled, but perhaps the writer in me just prefers a clever, well-crafted script. Why should someone’s 
mediocre comedy pass as brilliant just because it was spur-of-the-moment? As a spectator, whether 
or not they have just come up with something ultimately means nothing to me. Funny is funny. While 
I’m at it, parody songs--unless perfectly executed--are something else that I often consider cringe-
worthy. With that rant out of the way, in the interest of fair journalism I gave Stacey Smith of Stacked, 
an all-female musical improvisational group that creates comedic musical improv, a chance to tell 
readers why they should come out and see them. “Well, it’s interesting because ours is a very spe-
cific take on improv,” says Smith. “There are so many different types and not everyone is a big fan 
of every type. There is short-form improv that requires a lot of audience participation throughout the 
entire show; we do long-form so we just take one theme for the songs and go the entire time. It’s like 
any other art form, it’s subjective. All four of us are musically trained, so this form of improv is what 
works for us.”

The Stacked troupe “takes a suggestion of one word and delivers musical hilarity in four part 
harmony.” Whether you’re a tough customer like me or an improv junkie, you’ll be able to decide for 
yourself whether or not they are hilarious at Comedy Club of Jax on July 9th by showing up and sug-
gesting to them your own word—just remember to keep it clean, as the Comedy Club attempts to be 
family friendly by remaining “F-bomb free.” Stacked will be performing there with our loveable local 
improv group, Mad Cowford.

Stacked consists of four women, Smith, Erin Goldsmith (“the one with black hair”), Jenna 
Steege, and Katie Yore. They’ve been together for three years and all four trained at what is consid-
ered one of the premier improv sketch comedy institutions in the world, The Second City in Chicago, 
where the quartet also reside. This famous school of sketch comedy gave rise to such greats as 
Dan Aykroyd, John Belushi, Tina Fey, Steve Carrell, Stephen Colbert, and countless others. Beyond 
that, there just seems to be something in the water in Chicago that brings out the improv comedy in 
people—which goes to show that the Cubs aren’t the only ones in the Windy City who are capable of 
spontaneous hilarity.

“Oh, Chicago is unbelievable,” says Smith. “In LA and New York, it’s kind of like every man for 
themselves, but in Chicago it’s like one big love fest. It’s Midwestern hospitality.”

Smith points out that oftentimes improv at its most practical is used to eventually create the best 
form of scripted material. For example, comedic directors such as Judd Apatow (Knocked Up, 40 
Year Old Virgin) will often record reel after reel of film with improvisational takes on his scripts by the 
likes of Seth Rogen and Jonah Hill and then later use the cuts that were the funniest. As a writer, I can 
appreciate that form of improv, as it obviously leads to a more natural feel for a film. Okay, so she got 
me…maybe improv comedy is pretty good after all.

EvEnt: Chicago Stacked Improv
DatE: July 9 Doors at 7pm, starts 8 pm
vEnuE: Jacksonville Comedy Club
tickEts: $10 + tax
contact: 646-HAPPY (4277)

stackED
All-female musical improv troupe from Chicago

BY RICHARD DAVID SMITH III

SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS

904.396.4425 | www.theatrejax.com
ON SALE NOW!

THE SUMMER CLASSIC 
IN SAN MARCO:

Figaro
By Charles Morey

A Play freely adapted from 
Le Mariage de Figaro by Beaumarchais

September 19 - October 4, 2014

THE MAINSTAGE SEASON
Love Goes to Press

By Martha Gellhorn and Virginia Cowles
November 7 - 22, 2014

Time Stands Still
By Donald Margulies

January 16 - 31, 2015

The Miracle Worker
By William Gibson

March 6 - 21, 2015

Don’t Dress for Dinner
A comedy by Marc Camoletti
Adapted by Robin Hawdon

April 24 - May 9, 2015

Hairspray
Music by Marc Shaiman

Lyrics by Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman
Book by Mark O’Donnell and Thomas Meehan

Based on the New Line Cinema film 
written and directed by John Waters

June 12 - 27, 2015

GUERILLA SHOW SERIES...
THEATRE WITH A BITE!

Contemporary cutting edge dramas and 
comedies that are beyond the traditional. 
Minimalist and progressive live theatre 
that will engage, challenge and inspire. 

Shows and Dates TBA
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diablo sez...
EU’s Jack Diablo stays on top of the Jacksonville music scene, so you don’t have to! Check 

in every month for album reviews, show recommendations, and local music news. 

July 11 Kool Keith, tough JunKie, 
twinKi, DJ Chef RoCC at unDeRbelly
I actually had the pleasure of meeting Keith in  
Miami during Art Basel a couple years ago. In 
an attempt to show him the Dr. Octagon hom-
age my late best friend, Zack, had tattooed on 
his ribs, I learned that he is just as, if not more 
of a lunatic in real life than he is on record. 
Crazy he may be, but unintelligent, no sir. A 
data scientist recently released a study exam-
ining the number of unique words used in the 
most famous rappers’ first 35,000 lyrics. The 
results put Keith in third place only to Aesop 
Rock and GZA. In fact, he made more unique 
diction choices than the Bard of Avon himself. 
Even aside from all that, Dr. Octagonecolygist 
is still just as good now as it was in the nine-
ties, and it was nothing short of revolutionary 
back then. I’ve seen Kool Keith three times 
already, and I will be there once again because 
Zack would’ve insisted upon it.

July 12 ChaRlie & the foxtRots, Ca-
naRy in the Coalmine, fJoRD exploReR 
at buRRo baR  Charlie and the Foxtrots have 
made it a point to stop in Jacksonville several 
times over the past year and always put on 
a great show full of bluegrass-inspired indie 
pop. They overflow the stage with a wide ar-
ray of instrumentation, energy, and niceness. 
Rumor has it they will perform an old time jam 
with the ever-talented Canary in the Coalmine. 
Throw in a set from Fjord Explorer (wink!), and 
you’ve got the place to be on this particular 
Saturday night! 

July 19 - RiCKolus, ColD waste at Rain 
Dogs  A RickoLus show is always worth see-
ing but a RickoLus show with a full backing 
band should truly prove something to behold. 
Mr. Colado promises it to be “a lot louder 
and alternative,” thanks to Mark Hubbard on 
drums and Alex Kane on bass. Whether this 
is a one-time engagement or a new direction 
remains to be seen but this show should be 
on your calendar either way. My curiosity was 
piqued even more upon discovering the dark 
post-punk sound of Gainesville’s Cold Waste, 
who share the bill. Something about this whole 
thing sounds just crazy enough to work, and I 
am totally on board!

July 20 - thomas wynn & the 
believeRs, the blaCK CaDillaCs at 
unDeRbelly  Thomas Wynn & the Believers 
are the kind of band that make you proud to 
live in the South again, and Florida at that. If 
Creedence Clearwater Revival had moonlighted 
as a gospel group, Fogerty might have 
sounded something like Wynn does today. 
Seriously, this is Southern Rock worth giving a 
shit about. It’s the real deal, it sounds good as 
hell, and the live show only further enhances 
the soulful energy. Joining them are The Black 
Cadillacs, an equally as impressive blues-
inspired indie rock band from Knoxville, TN.

July 29 - wussy, memphibians, goveR-
noR’s Club at buRRo baR  Once upon a 
time there was a band called Ass Ponys. They 
blended Americana with indie years before it 

became a thing, like decades before. Listening 
to them now you get the feeling that despite 
the nineties nostalgia they convey, they could 
still fit right into today’s scene. They may be 
no more, but ex-front-man of Ass Pony, Chuck 
Cleaver, is still at it with Wussy, his new band.
He shares vocal duties with Lisa Walker result-
ing in something really quite cool. It’s a great 
example of how nineties indie-rockers can 
compete for relevance in today’s highly critical 
environment while staying true to their roots. 
Memphibians are pretty selective about who 
they play with these days and were chomping 
at the bit to get involved with this show, so I’m 
convinced.

Aug 9 - RounD eye, DaiKaiJu, the molD 
at buRRo baR  Man, oh man, oh man! I’ve 
had the esteemed pleasure of playing with Dai-
kaiju more than a couple times - locally here in 
town and randomly on tour in other cities. Do-
ing so always forced us to step up our game 
because whether it be a basement in Little 
Rock, a converted clothing store in Houston, or 
at home at Burro, they literally attack whatever 
unsuspecting crowd is gathered before them. 
Dressed in kabuki garb, they shred instrumen-
tal surf rock all while physically invading your 
personal space in the best possible way. This 
time they face off kaiju style against Shang-
hai’s Round Eye, another surf rock overdose 
that has worked with such greats as Greg Ginn 
of Black Flag and Steve MacKay, saxophonist 
for The Stooges and Violent Femmes. It took 
me a good bit of surfing the net to determine 
whether or not they were actually from China, 
and all signs point to the affirmative despite 
the fact that they are all clearly of Western 
descent. At any rate, don’t sleep on this show 
just expect to sweat or be sweated upon.

otheR notable shows
July 11 - Little Books, Norah Thomas, Cougar 

Barrel, Amethyst Kiah at Jack Rabbits

July 11 - The New Leaves, A Bottle Volcanic, 

Bread & Circus at Burro Bar

July 26 - I Am the Avalanche, Somos, Rust 

Belt Lights at 1904

Aug 2 - Fjord Explorer Record Release w/ The 

Underhill Family Orchestra at Burro Bar

on the hoRizon
Aug 19 - Crocodiles, JAILL at Underbelly

Aug 24 - Doyle (Misfits) at Underbelly

Sep 8 - Diarrhea Planet, Woven In, Dildozer, 

The Cougs at Underbelly

Oct 23 - il songo de marinaio at Jack Rabbits

RickoLus at Rain Dogs, July 19
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“I was scared as hell,” says DJ Al Pete about his first DJ gig at a wedding.
Prior to the wedding, he’d won $1,000 on the Doug Banks morning show and used the money 

to purchase basic Disc Jockey equipment. He then used that same equipment to DJ the wedding gig. 
Looking back, Al describes his first gig as very basic. “I don’t even know how I got the call,” he says. 
“All I know is I played some music and in a few hours I’d made 250 bucks.” 

And just like that, it seemed the doors began to open for Pete, as more people began to offer 
him DJ gigs. That was 10 years ago. On July 12th, at 1904 Music Hall, DJ Al Pete will host a party in 
celebration of his 35th bir thday and 10 years as a DJ.

I had the opportunity to sit down with Al Pete a few weeks ago while enjoying the I Love Music 
Festival Tour at The Jacksonville Landing and speak to him about his experience in the business, the 
ups, the downs and his growth in the last 10 years. Although Pete began his journey as a DJ 10 years 
ago when Grown Folks Entertainment was established, his true musical origin really began with the 
inspiration of his uncle and mentor Tru.Ski around the age of nine. During that time Tru.Ski was a DJ 
who rapped and produced music.

“He made it seem cool,” says Pete. “Everything he did, from lacing up his shoes to music, he 
just had a certain swag or aura about himself.” 

Through the example of Tru.Ski, Al took his own journey into the music life. He started off rap-
ping in neighborhood freestyle battles. He was the kid at the house party switching CD’s out to keep 
the vibe going. “I would act as radio personalities to keep the pace of the party going,” said Al. Even 
at an early age he seemed to be a natural at capturing the crowd through music and his personality. 
He seemed to have a knack for knowing how to cater to the crowd. Although Al Pete seemed like a 
natural with the crowds, part of his musical journey involved a lot of research. “One day I called a 
studio to find out what all I needed to do to record a track,” he says. “At that time I didn’t realize there 
was so much more than simply having a beat and some lyrics.”

It was from that day on he also realized that his process would require a lot of dedication and 
a lot more homework to prepare. “I was looking at the outside things that made it all look easy,” he 
says. “But in truth, a lot of work goes into it.” Over the years, one thing he says that has helped him 
grow was the fact that he was willing to learn and study the art of music and entertainment. 

Understanding what to take away from failures and mistakes is something else that has kept Al 
Pete grounded the last decade. “I’m big on studying shortcomings and learning from them,” he says. 
It also helps that he’s had fans that have been with him from the beginning. These fans have seen him 
grow, and have had the opportunity to grow with him.

Being in the industry has also taught many valuable lessons that he applies to both his work and 
personal life. “Communication is very important. It’s important to rock with people that have the same 
vision as you.” “Don’t waste anyone’s time if you’re not going to be dedicated,” he says. “There are 
some things you’re just going to have to believe in first before anyone else will.” Al explained there 
are some things no one else can do for you. The dedication must begin within. Pete also stays away 
from people who don’t share his vision. These are the people he refers to as “leeches,”who suck the 
life out of you.

As Grown Folk Entertainment enters into another year of business, Al Pete is looking for more 
ways to give back to his community.

Eventually Al Pete hopes “to see [my music] grow into other areas of the world,” taking it be-
yond Jacksonville. Through his music he hopes to bring people back to the essence of hip-hop. “I 
just want to put back into the hip-hop culture, what hip-hop gave me,” he says. Al Pete has several 
projects he’s currently working on. One of them is the album G3.5 in collaboration with local artist 
Notsucal. He considers G3.5 to be a part two to G3.0 released in December of 2009. As of now there 
isn’t a specified release date.

They Call Him Mr. Al Pete
BY ALEXANDRA MCCLAIN

10 years of hip-hop
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Date: Every other Wednesday
Venue: Jacksonville Comedy Club
tickets: Contact Comedy Club
contact: Burk Shields 477-0395

Big Joe Hapi is a booking agent, but it 
would be easy enough to confuse the burly fella 
with a plain ole bookie. You know, the take your 
bets and then come to collect his money with a 
baseball bat type bookie. “Some people had to 
go,” explained Hapi. Don’t worry, Hapi wasn’t 
talking about anything nefarious. He was refer-
ring to the band split-up that led to the creation of 

Fascinating Rhythm oRchestRa 
Local big band trying to reach a bigger audience  BY RICHARD DAVID SMITH III

Fascinating Rhythm Orchestra, a local band that 
he represents. In reality, Joe “Mr. Hawaii” Hapi is 
an affable gentleman who is obviously passionate 
about the groups he represents. Trombonist/
bandleader Burk Shields discusses that situation 
further. “Top Shelf was the original band that I 
was part of,” says Shields. “We broke up due to 
creative differences, which is another way of say-
ing the other guy was an assh*le. We’re with a 
good group of guys now. We don’t get involved in 
ego battles. As leader of the band, I pride myself 
on treating each member with respect.”

Anyone familiar in the least with music 
knows that breaking up over “creative differ-
ences” is the band equivalent of stating your 

divorce is a “conscience uncoupling.” Putting 
this negativity behind him and with Big Joe as 
his fullback, Shields and company have marched 
forth—5 saxophones, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, 
a piano, bass, drums, and guitar in tow—and 
in December of last year formed the Fascinating 
Rhythm Orchestra (FRO). The group traces its 
roots back to 1999, where the six-piece combo 
was formed after Shields retired from Lockheed 

Aircraft, where he played lead trombone for the 
Lockheed House band under the direction of 
Benny Goodman’s brother, Harry. In their current 
incarnation, they strive to create the sort of Big 
Band sound from the early ‘60s that pairs well 
with a tasteful dinner and dance session while 
dressed to the nines.

FRO (you gotta love that acronym) can cur-
rently be seen live at the Jacksonville Comedy 
Club every other Wednesday, when the spacious 
venue takes a break from zingers in order to bring 
you swingers. You’ll recognize timeless tunes 
of yesteryear such as ‘Georgia on My Mind,’ 
‘Proud Mary,’ and ‘Sweet Caroline.’ Dinner can 
be purchased while you watch, and there is even 
a dance floor provided should you feel like shak-
ing it to ‘Mambo #5’ or slow-dancing with your 
dame to ‘Moonlight Serenade.’ FRO has been 
playing at Jax Comedy Club since last January, 
and is trying to get the word out in an attempt to 
expand their audience. As is the case with most 
local musicians, funds are always an issue. The 
band is comprised of city and county players who 
only get paid based on the number of people who 
come through the door, and they could always 
use a few more.

“When we first started, this place was half 
empty, now it’s half full,” says Shield jokingly 
(and fittingly, given the venue). He goes on, 
“Great experience here. Started slow. First couple 
shows were some of the coldest and wettest 
days. Music is good. Band is great. The Support 
from Steve Smith (Jax Comedy Club owner) has 
been excellent. We’re trying to expand to hotels 
and restaurants. We’re an unknown quantity, but 
we are good.” In addition to the shows held at Jax 
Comedy Club, Fascinating Rhythm Orchestra will 
also play on the main stage at the shipyards dur-
ing downtown’s Oktoberfest.
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 John Rob Holland, known to some as JR, is a well-known dentist and entrepreneur in Jackson-
ville. Years ago he founded Sally Corporation, the robotic company that went global; developed a 
new kind of dock, one without planks, rather a “train-track” on pilings that is eco-friendly; captained 
a classy large boat where friends could cruise the river at sundown; and he even built his own plane, 
piece by piece in a garage so that he and his lovely wife, Brooks, can take-off and fly up to North 
Carolina.
 Always thinking about gadgets and how to put things together and make something incredible, 
his latest chapter has brought him to outfitting his garage into a first-class music studio filled with the 
industry’s premier HD Sony equipment, including state-of-the-art FS and overhead remote cameras 
on jibs, video equipment, sound boards, and lights that would make a serious musician extremely 
happy and would be the envy of a Nashville or New York recording executive. Why, do you ask? Be-
cause he saw a need for serious musicians, young and old, to have a place to record that is efficient 
and affordable. He sees another after-hours business developing. In fact, he’s even taken up drum-
ming. “In the end, it’s all about the experience,” says JR. Whether he’s speaking with his patients 
about what’s needed and when, mentoring a young musician, or learning how to play the drums him-
self, life’s been good to JR and his journey continues – this is 
a new chapter for him, and he’s excited about it because he 
can give back to the community he loves so much.
 Giving back to JR means making the music business af-
fordable to musicians who need a studio and studio services. 
He offers Red Bird Studio to the musician community as an 
affordable service to help the local industry grow and prosper. Trained as a dentist and by day known 
for his “Dr. John’s Music Café” located inside his Ortega Dentistry professional business, at night JR 
has taken up drumming under the tutelage of famed drummer and musician John Citrone and through 
his friendship and support by the people at Clark’s Music Center.
 Just as he builds important relationships with his patients, he is building relationships with re-
gional musicians, as well as those who might be coming through Jacksonville and might need Red 
Bird services. He is developing templates musicians can use to make demos, record special songs 
for the industry or for loved ones, and he is having the time of his life. Terry Bozzio, a former member 
of Frank Zappa’s band and one of the world’s top drummers, connected with JR, who worked with 
Clark’s and Citrone to present a private show. JR videotaped the event and Bozzio bought it and put it 
on his YouTube channel. “Wow, that was a great tribute to what Red Bird can do,” JR said in the inter-
view.
 Red Bird projects are uploaded on YouTube, so you can see for yourself what’s coming out of 
the state-of-the-art studio. Look for Robbin Schene, a local guitar player who couldn’t attend an im-
portant wedding, so he sent a video of himself at Red Bird Studio singing a song, which was used by 
the newly married couple during their nuptial activities. YouTube is the place of choice for Red Bird. 
If you have an interest in high quality audio and video production that is networked into an affordable 
product, give Dr. Holland a call at 923 2487. He’ll invite prospective musicians to his dental office to 
chat about the possibilities. Remember, magic happens in garages. Maybe Red Bird will make us the 
next Muscle Shoals.

Google, Amazon and Apple Started in 
a Garage Now There’s

Red BiRd Studio
BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

“In the end, it’s all about 
the experience.”



eujacksonville.com  |  juLY 2014 31

music events
brought to you by

July 1
I Am the Witness/Secret Keeper/Amongst 
the Forgotten/ I Am King/ As Alice Sleeps/ 
Our Walking Deception Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179

July 2
Corey Smith/ A Thousand Horses Mavericks, 
356-1110
Purple 7’s/ Ken South Rock/ Scavuzzos/ 
Early Disclaimer/ Tomboi/ Ultravioley 
Hippopotamus Underbelly, 699-8186

July 3
Chris Henry/ Hardcore Grass Mudville Music 
Room, 635-4167

Saltwater Grass/ Bonnie Blue/ Squeedlepuss 
Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Tommy Harrison Group Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496
The Gootch The Landing, 353-1188

July 4
Flagship Romance/ The 77Ds Riverside Arts 
Market, 910-3383
The Pure Zeppelin Experience Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
Holliday Fingers/ Boogie Freaks The Landing, 
353-1188

July 5
Canary in the Coalmine/ This Frontier 

Invite you and a guest to a Special 3D Advance Screening of

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Limit one (1) admit-two pass per person. This fi lm is rated PG. Must be 13 years of age to receive passes. Employees of all promotional partners and their agencies are not eligible. Void 
where prohibited. Entries must be received by 11:59PM, Tuesday, July 15, 2014 to be eligible to receive passes. Winners will be contacted via e-mail to receive their passes. Sponsors not responsible for incomplete, 
lost, late or misdirected entries or for failure to receive entries due to transmission or technical failures of any kind. SEATING IS LIMITED, SO ARRIVE EARLY. PASS DOES NOT GUARANTEE A SEAT AT THE SCREENING.

©2014 Disney Enterprises, Inc.

DisneyPlanes @DisneyPictures #fireandrescueDisney.com/Planes

204 Laura St., Jacksonville, FL 32202 • (904) 356-1655

To receive a complimentary pass for two,  
to the 3D Advance Screening, stop by 

before Tuesday, July 15 and

REGISTER TO WIN

Corey Smith at 
Mavericks, July 2

Flagship Romance, July 4th at RAM
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FOUR
CONVENIENT 

LOCATIONS

2752 Park Street

www.inkyfingers.biz

Needs Heroes/ Rickolus/ The Little Books/ 
Four Families/ Al Poindexter & River Rise 
Riverside Arts Market, 910-3383
The Duval Luau: Guantanamo Baywatch/ 
Wet Nurse/ The Woolly Bushmen/ The Mold/ 
Twinki Underbelly, 353-6067
Shinobi Ninja/ Viktr Jack Rabbits, 398-7496 

Hipp Street/ Chrome Heart The Landing, 353-
1188
Supervillians/ Prideless/ Prime Trees/ 
Sunspots Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Lauren Slyman Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Real Talk Burro Bar, 353-4686
Craig Campbell Maverick’s, 356-1110

July 6
Backtrack/ Harm’s Way/ Expire/ Turnstile/ 
Suburban Scum/ Downpresser/Iron Mind/ 
Freedom Underbelly, 353-6067
Reggae Jammin’ on the River: 418 Band The 
Landing, 353-1188

July 7
Zak Waters Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

July 10
Chad Sugg/ Rookie of the Year/ Summit Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Black Pussy Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
NOLA Comedy hour/ Chris Buck Burro Bar, 
353-4686
Fats Lewis The Landing, 353-1188

July 11
The Bunny The Bear/ I, Omega 1904 Music 
Hall, 356-0213
Aaron Lewis Mavericks, 356-1110
Kool Keith/ Tough Junkie & the FFJB Music 
Team/ Twinki Underbelly, 353-6067
Little Books/ Cougar Barrel/ Amythyst Kiah 
Jack Rabbits. 398-7496
Set it Off/ Our Last Night Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179
Highdro Vegas Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Surrender the Fall/ Artifas/ Manna Zen/ 
Stayne Thee Angel/ Damnedged 1904 Music 
Hall, 356-0213

The New Leaves/ A Bottle Volcanic/ Bread & 
Circus/ Kevin Lee Newberry/ Jesse Montoya 
Burro Bar, 353-4686
King Eddie & Pili Pili Mangia Bistro & Bar, 
551-3061
Lisa & the Madhatters The Landing, 353-1188

July 12
Canary in the Coalmine/ Charlie & the 
Foxtrots/ Fjord Explorer Burro Bar, 353-4686
Lil Boosie/ Webbie Prime Osborn Convention 
Center
Legit/ G Mayn Frost/ AskmeifIcare/ Alcatraz/ 
Pinkykilla/ Sylent Vylentz Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD
Kaliyl Farewell Show: Kaliyl/ Sumerlin/ I 
Anthem Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Mister Peterson’s Neighborhood 1904 Music 
Hall, 356-0213
Immersion/ My First Circus/ Solomon’s 
Ghost/ Madhaus Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Al Poindexter & River Rise/ Hannah Aldridge/ 
Nathan Storey Riverside Arts Market River 
Stage, 910-3383
Persona Non Grata The Landing, 353-1188

July 13
RX Bandits/ The Dear Hunter/ From Indian 
Lakes Underbelly, 353-6067
Nick Colionne/ Jessy J/ Nate Mitchell 
Seawalk Pavilion Jacksonville Beach, 247-
6157
Titanics/ Datadiamond/ Wise River/ Bad 
Blood Burro Bar, 353-4686

July 15
Dave Matthews Band Veteran’s Memorial 
Arena, 379-5196
Ray LaMontagne/ Jenny Lewis/ The Belle 
Brigade Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS

July 17
Beach Day Underbelly, 353-6067
DJ Clay/ Zug Izland/ Razorz Edge Aqua, 334-
2122
Joshua Bowlus Quartet Mudville Music Room, 
353-7008
(N)ception/ Minor Influence Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

July 18
Ritual Union CD Release Party Deep Search 
Records, 423-0969
Sidereal/ Hours Eastly/ Cloud 9/ Resinated 
Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
I Like I Like/ Surviving September/ Fire 
At Pluto/ Ursa Minor/ Death Is Upon Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Clear Convictions/ Convalesce Murray Hill 
Theatre, 388-3179

Lil Boosie, July12 at the Prime Osborn Convention Center
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JULY 2     Artwalk ft. Ultraviolet Hippopotamus, Purple 7 Inches, & more

JULY 4     Universal Green’s July 4th Birthday Bash w/ Greenhouse Lounge

JULY 5     Guantanamo Baywatch

JULY 6     Blacktrack, Harm’s Way, Expire, Turnstyle, Suburban Scum, & more

JULY 11    Kool Keith, with Tough Junkie (FFJB Music Team) & Twinki

JULY 13    Rx Bandits, The Dear Hunter, From Indian Lakes

JULY 15    Jacksonville Jazz Collective

JULY 17  Beach Day

JULY 18  Whetherman & more

JULY 19    Surf Fest II

JULY 20    Summertime in the City

JULY 24    The Chelsea Saddler Band, Soul Gravy, The Willowacks, Jesse Montoya

JULY 25    Hank III

JULY 28    He is Legend, Maylene & the Songs of Disaster, Wilson, Black Stache

113 EAST BAY STREET  |  JACKSONVILLE,FL 32202  |  UNDERBELLYLIVE.COM

UNDERBELLY

W Strangers/ Mike Zieckas Burro Bar, 353-
4686
Chuck Courtenay Maverick’s, 356-1110
Holliday Fingers/ Kracker Jaxx The Landing, 
353-1188

July 19
The Dead Rabbits featuring Craig Mabbitt 
& TJ Bell of Escape the Fate/ The Relapse 
Symphony/ Myka/ Relocate/ Nightmares 
1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
Surf Fest II Underbelly, 353-6067
Lawless Hearts CD Release: Chrysalis/ 
Generator/Lose Control Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496
Larry Mangum’s Cowboy Orchestra Mudville 
Music Room, 353-7008
Thi’sl/ Brinson/ Seckond Chance Murray Hill 
Theatre, 388-3179
License 2 Laugh: Lavell Crawford/ Tim 
Murray/ Sheryl Underwood/ Lavar Walker 
Times-Union Center, 633-6110

Groundation/ The Resolvers Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
Lose Control Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Hed Pe/ Eyes Set to Kill/ December in Red 
Aqua, 334-2122
Cougar Barrel/ Chillakaya 1/ Raniarokz 
Riverside Arts Market River Stage, 910-3383

July 20
The Black Cadillacs/ Thomas Wynn & the 
Believers Underbelly, 353-6067
All New Atmosphere/ Mother Strange/ 
Eviction/ All Things Done Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496
American Idol Live! St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Nsom/ Eviction/ Outeredge/ Corrupted Saint 
Aqua, 334-2122
Braided Sun Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

July 23
The Veldt/ Cassius Claye & the Youngbloods/ 
Memphibians/ Hey Mandible Burro Bar, 353-
4686

Dave Matthews Band at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Arena, July 15
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summer time in 
the city 2014

Returning after a year off, Summer Time in the City (STITC) is back this year, and 
we are taking it back to the foundation! Scheduled for Sunday, July 20th, this independent 
urban arts festival is bringing the core elements of hip-hop to Downtown Jacksonville. 
The event will host two on two break dance competitions, DJs, graffiti walls, a silent art 
auction, and live performances from some of the most talented artists in the Southeast!
The “Elbow” will be on fire (figuratively!) Venue hosts 1904 Music Hall and Underbelly, 
located on Bay and Ocean streets provide the backdrop for this epic event. Summer Time 
in the City will also have a portion of Bay Street closed for outdoor activities to include a 
kids’ dance party hosted by 11-year-old DJ Mercy, a kids’ art wall, vendor demonstra-
tions, and food trucks to keep patrons fed.

Summer Time in the City is a celebration of hip-hop and its many different art forms, 
and it was originally created in 2006 to showcase the vibrant and growing true-school 
hip-hop community that is underrepresented in mass media and Duval’s entertainment 
community. Over the years, the festival has continued to see tremendous growth and ex-
pansion from its original location at Downtown’s Burrito Gallery, to Five Points, to events 
at The Landing in 2012.

For more information or to purchase tickets for this year’s event you can visit www.
summertimeinthecity.com. Ticket prices are $10 in advance and $15 dollars at the door.

Vending opportunities are still available, and those interested should contact David 
Lofton at 228-0831 or stop by Icon Boutique at 108 E Adams St Jax, Fl 32202.
 
 

Farewell My Love/ Eviction/ 100 Watt Vipers 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

July 24
Opossumholler/ Poor Richards/ The Senses/ 
Snake Blood Remedy Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Walter Parks Mudville Music Room, 352-7008

July 25
John Legend St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 
209-0367
Cultural Profetica Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Johnnyswim Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 
209-0399
Ying Yang Twins/ Drazah & Tunk/ Big Boi 
Moneymakers Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Hank3 and the Damn Band/ A.D.D, Underbelly, 
353-6067
Travis Denning Maverick’s, 356-1110
Spanky/ Jig to a Milestone The Landing, 353-1188

July 26
The Woolly Bushmen Underbelly, 353-6067
Sara Bareilles Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS
Emmylou Harris Times Union Center, 633-
6110

Carrie Underwood Everbank Field, 379-
5196
3 Hearts/ Monarch Ballroom/ Braided Light 
Dance Project/ Everybody Can Dance/ 
Jacksonville Dance Theatre Riverside Arts 
Market River Stage, 910-3383
Ivey West Band The Landing, 353-1188

July 27
Fall Out Boy/ New Politics St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Wilson/ He Is Legend/ Maylene & the Sons of 
Disaster Underbelly, 353-6067

July 30
The Soulshine Tour: Michael Franti & 
Spearhead/ SOJA/ Brett Dennen/ Trevor Hall 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Abiotic/ Devil in the Oasis Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496

July 31
Gavin DeGraw/ Matt Nathanson St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Quincy Mumford & the Reason Why Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496

Carrie Underwood 
at Everbank Field,
July 26

John Legend at 
the St. Augustine 

Amphitheatre July 25
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UPCOMING CONCERTS
Aug. 2 Dirty Heads/Pepper/ Aer St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 309-3759

Aug. 3 Maxwell Times-Union Center, 633-6110

Aug. 10 Crosby, Stills & Nash St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 309-3759

Aug. 12 Bam Margera Underbelly, 353-6067

Aug. 14 Rock & Blues Fest: Johnny Winter Band/ Edgar Winter Band/ Vanilla Fudge/ 

 Peter Rivera (Rare Earth) Kim Simmonds (Savoy Brown) Florida Theatre, 

 355-ARTS

Aug. 16 Panic at the Disco/ Walk the Moon/ Youngblood Hawke St. Augustine 

 Amphitheatre, 609-3759

Aug. 19 The Offspring/ Bad Religion/ Pennywise/ Fear St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 

 309-3759

Aug. 24 Bob Weir & Ratdog/Chris Robinson Brotherhood  St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 

 309-3759

Sept. 2 3 Doors Down Acoustic Florida Theatre, 354-ARTS

Sept. 7 ZZ Top/ Jeff Beck St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 609-3759

Sept. 14 Sheryl Crow Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS

Sept. 18 The Pretty Reckless/ Adelita’s Way Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

Sept. 20 Jack White Times Union Center, 633-6110

Sept. 21 Experience Hendrix Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS

Sept. 30 Peter Frampton The Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS

Oct. 5 Widespread Panic St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 609-3759

Oct. 10 John Betsch/Longineau Parsons Riverside Fine Art Series, 389-6222

Oct. 18 Ringo Starr & His Allstar Band Times Union Moran Theatre, 633-6110

Oct. 19 Ziggy Marley Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 609-0399

Oct. 19 Motley Crue/ Alice Cooper Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-3900

Oct. 23 Andy McKee Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

Oct. 25 Paul McCartney Veteran’s Memorial Arena, 630-3900

Nov. 12  Matisyahu The Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS

Jan. 20  Arlo Guthrie Alice’s Restaurant Massacre The Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS

Feb. 20 John Hammond Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 609-0399

MojoBBQ.com

Ziggy Marley

Crosby, Stills 
& Nash
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Now Showing
Transformers: Age of Extinction An auto-
mobile mechanic and his daughter make a 
discovery that brings down the Autobots and 
Decepticons - and a paranoid government 
official - on them. (2D theaters and IMAX) Star-
ring Mark Wahlberg, Nicola Peltz, Jack Reynor. 
Rated PG13

July 2
Deliver Us From Evil New York police officer 
Ralph Sarchie (Eric Bana), struggling with his 
own personal issues, begins investigating a 
series of disturbing and inexplicable crimes. 
He joins forces with an unconventional priest 
(Edgar Ramirez), schooled in the rituals of ex-
orcism, to combat the frightening and demonic 
possessions that are terrorizing their city. 
Based upon the book, which details Sarchie’s 

bone-chilling real-life cases. Not Yet Rated
Earth To Echo Tuck, Munch and Alex are a 
trio of inseparable friends whose lives are 
about to change. Their neighborhood is being 
destroyed by a highway construction project 
that is forcing their families to move away. 
But just two days before they must part ways, 
the boys begin receiving a strange series of 
signals on their phones. Convinced something 
bigger is going on, they team up with another 
school friend, Emma, and set out to look for 
the source of their phone signals. What they 
discover is something beyond their wildest 
imaginations: a small alien who has become 
stranded on Earth. In need of their help, the 
four friends come together to protect the alien 
and help him find his way home. This journey, 
full of wonder and adventure, is their story, and 
their secret. Rated PG

Tammy (Melissa McCarthy) is having a bad 
day. She’s totaled her clunker car, gotten fired 
from her thankless job at a greasy burger 
joint, and instead of finding comfort at home, 
finds her husband getting comfortable with the 
neighbor in her own house. It’s time to take her 
boom box and book it. The bad news is she’s 
broke and without wheels. The worse news is 
her grandma, Pearl (Susan Sarandon), is her 
only option—with a car, cash, and an itch to 
see Niagara Falls. It’s not exactly the escape 
Tammy had in mind. But on the road, with 
grandma riding shot gun, it may be just what 
Tammy needs. Rated R

July 11
And So It Goes There are a million reasons 
not to like realtor Oren Little (Michael Doug-
las), and that’s just the way he likes it. Will-
fully obnoxious to anyone who might cross 
his path, he wants nothing more than to sell 
one last house and retire in peace and quiet 
-- until his estranged son suddenly drops off a 
granddaughter (Sterling Jerins) he never knew 

existed and turns his life upside-down. Clue-
less about how to care for a sweet, abandoned 
nine-year-old, he pawns her off on his deter-
mined and lovable neighbor Leah (Diane Ke-
aton) and tries to resume his life uninterrupted. 
But little by little, Oren stubbornly learns to 
open his heart – to his family, to Leah, and to 
life itself - in this uplifting comedy from ac-
claimed director Rob Reiner. Rated PG13 

Dawn Of The Planet Of The Apes A grow-
ing nation of genetically evolved apes led by 
Caesar is threatened by a band of human 
survivors of the devastating virus unleashed a 
decade earlier. They reach a fragile peace, but 
it proves short-lived, as both sides are brought 
to the brink of a war that will determine who 
will emerge as Earth’s dominant species. Star-
ring: Andy Serkis, Jason Clarke, Gary Oldman, 
Keri Russell, Toby Kebbell, Kodi Smit-McPhee, 
Enrique Murciano, Kirk Acevedo, Judy Greer. 
Rated PG13

July 18
Planes: Fire & Rescue a new comedy-adven-
ture about second chances, featuring a dy-
namic crew of elite firefighting aircraft devoted 
to protecting historic Piston Peak National Park 
from raging wildfire. When world famous air 
racer Dusty (voice of Dane Cook) learns that 
his engine is damaged and he may never race 
again, he must shift gears and is launched 
into the world of aerial firefighting. Dusty joins 
forces with veteran fire and rescue helicopter 
Blade Ranger and his courageous team, in-
cluding spirited super scooper Dipper (voice of 
Julie Bowen), heavy-lift helicopter Windlifter, 
ex-military transport Cabbie and a lively bunch 
of brave all-terrain vehicles known as The 
Smokejumpers. Together, the fearless team 
battles a massive wildfire and Dusty learns 
what it takes to become a true hero. Rated PG

The Purge Anarchy In the world of The Purge, 
that one night a year when everyone is legally 
allowed to kill everyone else is as important 
as Independence Day. And it’s the sequel, so 
haven’t you people learned by now to stay 
inside? It’s just 24 hours! Starring: Frank Grillo, 
Michael K. Williams, Carmen Ejogo, Zach Gil-
ford, Kiele Sanchez, Keith Stanfield. Rated R 

Sex Tape When Jay (Jason Segel) and Annie 
(Cameron Diaz) first got together, their roman-
tic connection was intense – but ten years and 
two kids later, the flame of their love needs a 
spark. To kick things up a notch, they decide 

– why not? – to make a video of themselves 
trying out every position in The Joy of Sex in 
one marathon three-hour session. It seems 
like a great idea – until they discover that their 
most private video is no longer private. With 
their reputations on the line, they know they’re 
just one click away from being laid bare to the 
world... but as their race to reclaim their video 
leads to a night they’ll never forget. Not Yet 
Rated

 July 25
Hercules Everyone knows the legend of 
Hercules and his twelve labors. Our story 
begins after the labors, and after the legend. 
Haunted by a sin from his past, Hercules has 
become a mercenary. Along with five faithful 
companions, he travels ancient Greece selling 
his services for gold and using his legendary 
reputation to intimidate enemies. But when the 
benevolent ruler of Thrace and his daughter 
seek Hercules’ help to defeat a savage and 
terrifying warlord, Hercules finds that in order 
for good to triumph and justice to prevail he 
must again become the hero he once was;he  
must embrace his own myth; he must be 
Hercules. Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Ian Mc-
Shane, Rufus Sewell, Joseph Fiennes, Peter 
Mullan, John Hurt. Not Yet Rated

Lucy From “La Femme Nikita” and “The Pro-
fessional” to “The Fifth Element,” writer/direc-
tor Luc Besson has created some of the tough-
est, most memorable female action heroes in 
cinematic history. Now, Besson directs Scarlett 
Johansson in “Lucy,” an action-thriller that 
tracks a woman accidentally caught in a dark 
deal who turns the tables on her captors and 
transforms into a merciless warrior evolved 
beyond human logic. Also Starring Morgan 
Freeman. Rated R 

My Man Is A Loser When it comes to women, 
playboy Mike (John Stamos) has all the right 
moves. So when Mike’s buddies (Michael 
Rapaport and Bryan Callen) ask for advice on 
how to reconnect with their wives, Mike figures 
he’ll share some secrets and help the guys 
regain their marriage mojo. But when Mike’s 
lessons start backfiring with hilarious results, 
it takes a beautiful, no-nonsense friend (Tika 
Sumpter) to show Mike he still has a thing or 
two to learn about relationships. Rated R

PLANES: FIRE & RESCUE
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 A lot has changed since the flicker of 
the Nickelodeons lit the theatre screens here 
in Jacksonville. There was a time when the 
only theatres in town were located downtown, 
and at one point there were eighteen venues 
stretching from LaVilla to Newnan Street. 
Today’s multiplexes, some with 24 different 
auditoriums, are most convenient for the mov-
ie-going public and provide the latest state-of-
the-art sound systems and digital projection.
 The grand Florida Theatre opened in 
1927 and was always considered Downtown’s 
premium movie emporium. It’s a place where 
memories, friendships, and courtships were 
spawned and over the years hosted the biggest 
movies of the day. Now you can take a walk 
down memory lane back to the golden-era of 
film with the Regions Bank Summer Movie 
Classics on Sunday Afternoons at 2pm June 
29 - August 31. 

 Beginning June 29 and continuing each 
Sunday afternoon at 2pm, the Florida Theatre 
will be presenting a classic movie. The sched-
ule for this summer is:

6/29  The Wizard of Oz 75th Anniversary
7/6    The Never Ending Story
7/13   Goonies
7/20   Batman 25th Anniversary
7/27   Gremlins
8/3    Caddyshack
8/10   Bedknobs and Broomsticks
8/17   Viva Las Vegas 50th Anniversary
8/24   Field of Dreams 25th Anniversary
8/31   Goldfinger 50th Anniversary

Single Ticket price: $7.50 or Purchase a 10 
Admission Card from our Box Office for only 
$45! Come alone and see all ten, or purchase 
several cards and bring the family to selected 
shows!

 There is something special about seeing a 
film on the giant screen the way the filmmaker 
intended. Viewing traditional 35mm film is dif-

BACK To THe movies 
A Timeless Stroll of Big Screen Delights

ferent than seeing a digital version. According 
to Sony Corp./IMAX film projection engineers, 
“Digital, while quite better in many ways, does 
still lack the ‘warmth’ that film provides.” It’s 
really all about what happens between your 
ears. In your mind, film tends to envelop the 
viewer and bring them closer to the filmmak-
er’s desired effect.
 The 1939 classic The Wizard of Oz kicks 
off the series. I can remember first seeing it in 
the Florida Theatre back when I was four or five 
years old...and crawling under seat in front of 
me when those flying monkeys hit the screen. 
Lots of other people have great memories of 
the Florida Theatre, as witnessed by recent 
comments posted in social media. 
 Karen Behrens Vickers recalled, “The 
very first movie I remember seeing there was 
Cinderella in the 50s. My grandmother took me 
and bought me a glass slipper as a souvenir.” 
Melissa Ball commented, “Oh yes! My family 
saw so many movies at the Florida Theater but 
my stand-out favorite was the Little Prince. I 
remember that we sat in the balcony section. 
I fell in love with the Little Prince and that led 
me to take French in school and beyond. It also 
began a love affair with the theater that carried 
me through high school plays and musicals, 
choir performances and years of dance.” Anna 
Parido added, “I spent the day after my 21st 
Birthday there watching the summer movie, 
Grease, in 2004 while my Dad (Tony Antoniello), 
who was usher of the year that year, gave me 
grief over the fact that I was hungover and sick 
in the ladies room. He passed away later that 
year and that was one of my last great memo-
ries with him. The Florida Theatre has been a 
huge part of my life since I was young and will 
always hold such fond memories for me!”
 Make some memories for those who’ve 
rarely, if ever, seen a great classic film up there 
on the giant screen in a 1500 seat theatre 
auditorium as unique and ornate as the Florida 
Theatre. Hurry, don’t delay! 35mm film is go-
ing the way of rotary dial telephones and slide 
rulers - extinct.

photo by todd rykaczewski

PUTTin’ on THe RiTz
BY BRITNEY BROUSSARD

The Ritz Theatre and Museum was constructed in 1999 on the site of the 1929 Ritz 
Theater movie house in Jacksonville’s historic African American community of La Villa. 
During La Villa’s height of activity in the 1920s-1960s, it was known as the “Harlem of the 
South.”

On Saturday, June 28 the theatre hosted an Open-House and offered the public a free 
taste of black culture including art, famous African Americans, and the lives they lived during 
times of segregation. It had a hotel feel and pictures of famous African Americans, such as 
Marva Louis and Roosevelt Johnson, in these amazing blown up photos of black and white. 
Savor, an exclusive catering company, served up special drinks to the public. While Cravings, 
a food truck, stood outside selling wings, pork sandwiches, and hotdogs. The colorful truck 
covered in graffiti art, which included different shades of blue, was hard to miss.

Once I went through the lobby it was like stepping back into time. There was a time-
line from 1801-1967 filled with notable African Americansand events pertinate to African-
American history. They also showed how African Americans lived during that time, from the 
doctor’s office, to the beauty salon, to their homes. They even showed a diner that had the 
sign WE SERVED COLORED CARRY OUT ONLY.

It’s impossible to forget about the music during that time with James W. Johnson and J. 
Rosamond Johnson, brothers who composed the famous song Lift Every Voice. They even 
had live action models of the two with one at his desk and the other at the piano moving and 
talking to each other.

Since we are on the subject of music, fun tidbit, The Katz Downstairs performed in the 
theatre. They were able to mix oldies like Candy Rain to new music like Pharrell’s “Happy.” 
An eight piece band with three trombones, drums, keyboard, sax, bass, and a singer were so 
amazing performing old and new dance moves that got the crowd up and out of their seats. 
This band plays covers while working on their own music. They were energetic, upbeat, and 
brought a new perspective to how I see jazz music now. It’s hard to believe they started as a 
garage band. The Ritz Theatre and Museum celebration was something all ages could enjoy 
from good food, to good music, to seeing a piece of history. The whole experience made me 
wonder what the Ritz Theatre and Museum has in store next. 

BY D. OTONI
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Catching Hell TV show on the Weather Channel
BY LIZA MITCHELL

Chuck Chambliss is the kind of reluctant reality TV star that audiences can relate to in that guy-
next-door kind of way. For many in the tight-knit Mayport Fishing Village, he is just that. Chambliss is 
among the cast of the new reality show Catching Hell that depicts the rivalries and the competition in 
the commercial spear fishing industry. It airs at 9pm Sundays on the Weather Channel.

Chambliss says the show makes for good TV because it focuses on two elements audiences 
can’t seem to get enough of: drama and danger. “We’ve got plenty of both,” he says. “We’ve got my 
ex-captain who is my ex-captain for a reason, and we ended up working on the boat together. We’ve 
got a girl who is trying to train to be a commercial spear fisherman and we’ve got the third boat, the 
Just Shoot Me that’s just the cream of the crop. They’ve got Paul, one of the best shooters from Boca 
Raton, and have one of the best shooters that God ever put on earth, Richie, who we call GTO for the 
Great One.”

The show also creates a working rivalry between the east and west coasts akin of the Biggie vs. 
Tupac of the fishing industry. “I think they wanted to do the east vs. west for the drama,” Chambliss 
says. “We’ve got the Atlantic Ocean, which is the real ocean compared to the Pacific Pond, the 
bathtub I had to work in over there. It was hard to learn how to work over there. There was a lot more 
fish but they were itty bitty. The first couple days, I couldn’t shoot any of them. I’d just swim right 
over them.”

Catching Hell also provides a fisheye view of the underwater vistas that the diving crews 
experience during a typical work day. “The fact that we film underwater lets people see what it looks 
like,” Chambliss says. Audiences will learn the difference between the one and done club of trophy 
fishing and the high stakes world of commercial fishing where time underwater plus weight of the 
catch can equal big money at the end of the day. Chambliss recalls his $1,500 haul that he likens to 
the Halley’s Comet of fishing.

It happened en route to a new diving location and the boat stumbled upon a little piece of bottom 
that was teeming with fish. Most of the time, Chambliss says these spots turn out to be a doughnut 
– empty as the hole in the middle. This particular day, he struck pay dir t with what is known as a 
meatball – a fishing hole so full of fish that “I had these fish coming up 20 feet off the bottom greeting 
me,” Chambliss says. “That was once in a lifetime. It doesn’t happen very often.”

Chambliss is serious about his work underwater but takes his time on camera with a grain of 
salt. “We would act up on purpose and get ourselves put in time out on the luxury boat,” he says. 
“That way we could sit in the A/C for a couple hours.” The show’s producers were looking for 
personalities to cast the on the show and Chambliss more than filled the need. He is unabashedly 
confident, especially when he’s talking smack with the “hooks”, the fisherman who spend hours 
on the business end of a bandit reel while the guys who are spearfishing usually call it a day after 
a few hours. “There is a lot of work involved standing on a bandit reel,” Chambliss says. “They call 
what we do lazy fishing.” A typical day at the office involved four to six dives a day. Each dive takes 
approximately 30 minutes which equals two to three hours of work per day, not counting the time it 
takes to gut, ice and store the day’s catch. “I only fish around three hours a day, and they got to stand 
there all day.”

Chambliss is not above doing a little hard work. Before joining the cast of Catching Hell, he paid 
his dues spearfishing professionally the last 10 years. Prior to that, he carved out a successful career 
doing high-end remodeling work. When the economy bottomed out and the remodeling work all but 
dried up, Chambliss knew it was time for a change. “The economy tanked so I had to do something 
to make a living,” he says. “I called up some people up that I knew were doing this and I got on a 
boat. I’ve done it long enough now that I’ve got a reputation for being there on time. I stock the boat 
for you. I bring fish up.” Chambliss is proud to be a part of this show and anxious for the season 
to unfold. The only drawback is that the show is running on the Weather Channel during hurricane 
season. “If a hurricane hits or some other catastrophe happens, they stay strictly on the weather but 
what can you expect?” Tune in to Catching Hell on Sunday nights at 9pm.

Under the Sea
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