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Jacksonville may be the littlest big city in Florida, but thankfully we have more than our fair share of music venues. From 
tiny dive bars to huge amphitheatres, the First Coast is home dozens of places to see bands play. This month we’ll introduce 

you to some of those locations. This guide will give you an idea of what to expect when you walk into a club as well as 
some of the more exciting events they have on their schedules. It is our hope that, after perusing this issue, our readers will 

continue to embrace the scene and support these venues as they bring people together through the power of live music. 

By Kellie ABrAhAmson

Birdies
1044 Park St. (5 Points)
356-4444, www.birdiesjax.com
Once known as the Starlight Lounge, Birdies 
is the place to go if you want a drink while out 
and about in 5 Points. The popular neighbor-
hood hangout has a wonderful patio out front, 
which is par ticularly nice when the weather’s 
good and you need a break from their tiny, 
but almost-always-packed, dance floor. While 
live shows are few and far between, local DJs 
spin a great selection of music regularly. Bird-
ies has a full bar and occasionally something 
yummy to nosh on too.  

Blues rock cafe
831 N. 1st St. (Jacksonville Beach)
249-0007, www.bluesrockinn.com
Located in the hear t of Jax Beach, the Blues 

Rock Inn is a hotel that’s both a great place to 
grab a meal and an awesome spot to hear live 
music. Their menu offers up a little something 
for everyone: soups, salads, sandwiches, 
seafood and steak. They also boast a full bar 
and a staff that knows how to make a great 
drink. A variety of acts have performed at the 
Blues Rock Inn since it opened in May, includ-
ing The Bobaloos, Danny Delves & the Deadly 
Nightshades and Cloud 9.

Brewster’s PuB & Pit
14003 Beach Blvd. (East Arlington/Beaches)
223-9850, www.myspace.com/brewsterspit
Touring and local rock and metal bands are 
what you can usually expect to hear at the Pit, 
but you may catch the occasional punk, ska 
or reggae act as well. The recently remodeled 
venue features a brand new sound board, 

VIP seating and a wall of fame with photos 
commemorating some of the most memo-
rable acts to play the Pit’s stage. For some 
of Jacksonville’s best cover bands, head 
next door to Brewster’s Pub. They offer a full 
bar and you can catch a game on one of the 
Pub’s 13 TVs. 

Upcoming Events
August 14 Greeley Estates 
August 17 The Dear Hunter
September 16 Pat Travers

Burro Bar
100 E. Adams St. (Downtown)
www.burrobarjax.com
Occupying the former London Bridge space at 
Adams and Ocean downtown is the recently 

opened Burro Bar. A collaboration between 
Shantytown and Lomax Lodge mastermind, 
Ian Ranne, and the Burro Bags crew, the bar 
is open seven days a week and features over 
20 beers on tap. The venue has truly become 
a microcosm of all things cool about Jack-
sonville: local ar tists have adorned the walls, 
local brews are served and local bands per-
form regularly on the Burro stage. 

Weekly Happenings
Sunday Countray Sundays w/ Bert No Shirt 
and Uncle Jesse (Classic Country)
Monday Buttery Ass Mondays w/ DJ Chef 
Rocc (live interviews, music of all genres)
Tuesday Tin Man Tuesdays (Reggae, Dub)
Wednesday Trivia + Open Mic w/ Jonah 
Whalebelly
Thursday Indie Endeavor LIVE w/ DJ ?!, Car-
rie Location and Jack Diablo

Jacksonville Veterans memorial Arena was recently named (may 2011) one of the top ten arenas in the United states by Pollstar, a lead source among 
the industry for concert, venue, and artist news and information. Based on bookings and attendance, it was ranked the fifth busiest venue in the U.S.

Jax live music venues
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Friday EU Jacksonville and Jack Diablo 
Present Live Local Music Showcase
Saturday Saturday Badderday w/ the Big 
Bucks DJ Crew (Hip Hop)

Upcoming Events
August 3 Dairy / Three-Brained Robot / 
Dream Love / Eastern Europeans

café eleven
501 A1A Beach Blvd. (St. Augustine)
460-9311, www.originalcafe11.com
Originally opened in 2001, Café Eleven serves 
up both quality food and some of the best 
enter tainment in St. Augustine. The menu 
consists of innovative vegetarian meals as 
well as meaty Southern comfor t dishes and 
boasts an adventurous selection of import 
draft beers and hard-to-find bottled beers. As 
for the music, Café Eleven only holds con-
cer ts once or twice a month but the shows 
are often the most talked-about that our scene 
sees. Bands like Iron & Wine, Vampire Week-
end, Delta Spirit and Man Man have all graced 
the intimate stage over the years. 

Upcoming Events
August 30 Tim Kasher
October 5 Tapes ‘n Tapes

city Hall PuB
234 A Philip Randolph Blvd. (Downtown) 
356-6750, www.cityhallpub.com
Just a shor t stroll from EverBank Field, the 
Baseball Grounds, Metropolitan Park and the 
Arena is City Hall Pub, a centrally located 
restaurant and bar that hosts live music each 
week. A tasty selection of lunch and din-
ner options makes this an ideal location for 
Downtown workers to grab a casual meal on 
their break or for a late night, post-game bite. 
The pub boasts a full bar with a wide variety 
of beer and wine to choose from. 

Weekly Happenings
Sundays, Mondays & Tuesdays Sports Night
Wednesdays Wine Down (free wine for la-
dies until 8 pm, DJs spin Motown, hip-hop, 
R&B)
Thursdays $3 Thursday + Karaoke ($3 drink 
specials)
Fridays $5 Fridays ($5 admission, DJs spin 
R & B and hip-hop, food and drink specials) 
Saturdays Smooth Saturday (DJs spin hip-
hop, R & B dance hits)

dive Bar
331 E. Bay St. (Downtown)
359-9090, www.divebarjax.com

(continued on page 6)

Blues rock Cafe

Cafe eleven

$25 Three-course meals.

Two weeks to dine.

One delicious scene.

In these hard times, everyone could use a deal. 
From entertainment to essentials, a penny saved is a penny 

earned. When it comes to great food, we’ve got you covered. 

Downtown Jacksonville’s dining promotion dishes 
out special prix-fixe menus that will leave your stomach 

and your wallet full. There are no passes to buy, coupons 
to clip or cards to punch. Simply make reservations at the 

restaurant of your choice and Eat Up Downtown!

Basil Thai & Sushi – 674.0190
bb’s – 306.0100

Benny’s Steak & Seafood 
301.1014

Café Nola @ MOCA – 366.6911
Casa Dora – 356.8282

Chart House – 398.3353
Chew – 355.3793

Cinco de Mayo – 329.2892
Indochine – 598.5303

Juliette’s Bistro – 355.6664
Koja Sushi – 350.9911

Morton’s The Steakhouse 
399.3933

River City Brewing Company 
398.2299

University Club – 396.1687
Vito’s Italian Café – 355.0064
The Wine Cellar – 398.8989

Zodiac Bar & Grill – 354.8283

Menus at eatupdowntown.com | 451.3344
For reservations, please contact the restaurant 
of your choice directly. Local area code: 904.

Price per person, does not include tax or gratuity. Some restaurants offer additional prix-fixe 
menu options. Reservations recommended. Street parking is free after 6 p.m. and 

on weekends. Additional information is available at eatupdowntown.com. 

August 15-28, 2011

Downtown Vision, Inc.        DTJax        DTJax.org
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Until recently, Dive Bar was merely a place to 
get your drink on. And while you can still do 
just that, the hip lounge located in the hear t 
of the Bay Street enter tainment district is 
now making strides to be Jacksonville’s best 
place to see live music. Since opening up its 
stage in late May, Dive Bar has held a concer t 
nearly every day of the week. Local bands like 
Darkhorse Saloon, Whole Wheat Bread and 
Miley on Meth have all performed as well as 
acts from out of town, like The Turbo ACs, a 
punk band out of New York. Expect even big-
ger national names to hit the Dive Bar stage 
as word gets out about this new Downtown 
concer t destination. 

dos Gatos
123 E. Forsyth St. (Downtown)
354-0666, www.dosgatosjax.com
Known for its fabulous cocktails and hip 
lounge atmosphere, Dos Gatos is a great 
little bar in the hear t of the Urban Core. Their 
all-star staff of bar tenders mix up some of 
the most interesting (and delish) adult bever-
ages in town. The venue prides itself on its 
extensive list of signature drinks made from 
top-notch ingredients. As for enter tainment, a 
local band always performs for “Tuesday Turn 
On,” a weekly event that allows audiences to 
get a taste of our diverse music scene.  

Upcoming Events
August 9 Rusholme Ruffians 
August 16 Mikey’s Imaginary Friends / 
Neighbors 
September 6 Screamin’ Eagle

Weekly Happenings
Monday Rock N Roll Karaoke with DJ Ran-
dall
Tuesday Tuesday Turn-On with DJ Synsonic 
(local music)
Wednesday DJ Rockin’ Bones (rock n’ roll, 
rockabilly, roots rock)
Thursday Trivia Night with DJ Brandon
Friday DJ Synsonic (indie, rock, lounge)
Saturday DJ Scandalous (“drinking music”)
Sunday The Great Unwind (drink specials)

ecliPse niGHtcluB
4219 St. Johns Ave. (Avondale)
387-3582, eclipsejax.com

This neighborhood hangout has been a fa-
vorite of locals since it opened almost two 
decades ago. Primarily a dance club, Eclipse 
does book the occasional live act, including 
up-and-coming locals and touring bands. 
Boasting a full bar, Eclipse also has some of 
the best nightly drink specials in town, includ-
ing free Jack Daniels shots on Sundays at 
midnight. 

Weekly Happenings
Tuesday High Energy Dance with DJ Hydro-
Matic & DJ Silence 
Friday Vintage Fridays with DJ Free (80s, 
90s) 
Saturday Live DJs from around the world
Sunday Sunday School with DJ Alex Pagan 
(Industrial)

euroPean street listeninG 
room
1704 San Marco Blvd; 5500 Beach Blvd, 
399-1740, www.hackingcat.com, www.euro-
peanstcafe.com
In addition to the vast array of sandwiches, 
pitas, wraps and salads on the menu, Euro-
pean Street also serves up a wide variety of 
music at their two Listening Room locations. 
Each month local, national and international 
ar tists perform their original tunes at E-Street. 
Folk, Americana, Bluegrass and Jazz acts 
most commonly take the stage, but the venue 
also books musicians with a more rockin’ 
edge from time to time. The eatery is a local 
favorite and home to one of the best beer 
selections in town. Each location features 20 
domestic and imported beers on tap, and they 
carry over 150+ different bottled beers for 
your sipping pleasure. 

Upcoming Events
August 4 Rod Picott / Amanda Shires
August 11 Beth Wood
August 27 The Peyton Brothers

florida tHeatre
128 East Forsyth St. (Downtown)
355-2787, www.floridatheatre.com
In 1927 the Florida Theatre was the city’s 
newest movie palace, a Downtown hot 
spot where people flocked for an evening 

of vaudeville-style enter tainment. Today the 
Jacksonville landmark continues to draw 
crowds with its diverse selection of perform-
ers. On any given night you can expect to find 
a top comedian, a legendary musical act or 
a breathtaking ballet gracing the Florida The-
atre’s stage. Each year the venue plays host 
to special events like Uncommon Music, Pet-
Walk and Ar t After Dark. You can even catch 
a movie or two at the theatre during the Jack-
sonville Film Festival and their annual Summer 
Movie Classics series. The Florida Theatre 
boasts a bar complete with beer, wine, liquor, 
sodas and water and has snacks available for 
purchase during most concer t nights. 

Upcoming Events
August 3 Uncommon Music...for a Common 
Cause: Stephen Carey / Jordyn Jackson & 
Shawn Fisher / Sam Pacetti / Sunbears!
September 2 Fourplay
September 20 Fleet Foxes / The Walkmen

freeBird live
200 1st St. N. (Jacksonville Beach) 
246-BIRD, www.freebirdlive.com 
Owned by Judy Van Zant, Ronnie Van Zant’s 
widow, and named after Lynyrd Skynyrd’s 
most beloved song, Freebird Live is a mid-
sized venue that brings a variety of big-name 
and on-the-cusp acts to the First Coast. Once 
upon a time, Freebird served food, but these 
days the only thing on the menu is great live 
music. The two-story building offers fans the 
opportunity to see bands at the foot of the 
stage or get a great view of the entire show 

from the second-floor balcony. Also upstairs, 
a wrap-around porch gives concer t-goers 
a great place to sneak away for a chat or a 
smoke between sets. Two floors means two 
full bars with a decent selection of beer, wine 
and spirits.

Upcoming Events
August 1 10 Years / Maylene & the Sons of 
Disaster / Faith City Fiasco
August 19 Papercutt / Hornit
October 17 Reverend Horton Heat / Super-
suckers

Weekly Happenings
Tuesday Electro Tuesdays with DJ Ironman 
(House, electro)

Jack raBBits
1528 Hendricks Ave. (San Marco) 
398-7496, www.jackrabbitsonline.com
A Jacksonville institution, Jack Rabbits has 
been bringing in big national acts and nur tur-
ing small local ones for over ten years. The 
venue is only open for concer ts, one of the 
first of its kind in the Nor th Florida area, and 
only features live, original music. Jack Rab-
bits boasts one of the best sound systems in 
town and its small size makes for memorable, 
intimate performances. The club has a decent 
beer and wine selection and has plenty of 
sodas, energy drinks and other non-alcoholic 
beverages for their underage clientele. 

Upcoming Events
August 5 Status Faux / Poor Richards / 

Dos Gatos

photo by daniel goncalves

Florida Theatre

photo by fran ruchalski
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Ammo Nation / Caffiends / FFN
August 6 Music for a Cause Benefit: Lenore 
/ Samuel Sanders / Corey Kilgannon / The 
NonParell
September 4 Hawthorne Heights

Jacksonville landinG
2 Independent Dr. (Downtown)
www.jacksonvillelanding.com, 353-1188
The Jacksonville Landing’s river-front stage 
is one of the few places on the First Coast 
where you can see live music for free each 
and every week. Over 300 events are held 
at the Landing each year, many of which are 
shows featuring local, national and interna-
tional recording ar tists. Home to a wide vari-
ety of restaurants, including full-service eater-
ies and a large food cour t, your choices for a 
meal before the night’s festivities are endless. 
Should you want to kill sometime between 
sets, there are also plenty of shops to peruse, 
including Nine West and the Toy Factory. Sev-
eral full bars can be found in the cour tyard 
and Downtown’s only package store, Happy 
Landing, is just inside. 

Upcoming Events
August 3 Boomsong Sing-Along

Jacksonville veterans 
memorial arena  
300 A. Philip Randolph Blvd. (Downtown)
630-3900, www.jaxevents.com
For some of the biggest names in enter tain-
ment, the most exciting spor ts action and the 
grandest stage spectacles, look no fur ther 
than the Jacksonville Veterans Memorial 
Arena. Home to our city’s Arena Football and 
ABA teams, the Arena seats 15,000, making 
it the perfect place to catch the must-see 
events that frequent the River City on any 
given evening. Concession stands are conve-
niently located throughout the venue, allowing 
guests to grab a bite or an icy cold beverage 
while they watch their favorite music icon or 
family friendly show. 

Upcoming Events
August 8 Jacksonville Sharks: 2011 Ameri-
can Conference Championship Game

September 17 Heart and Soul Music Explo-
sion: Eyrkah Badu / The O’Jays / Ricky 
Smiley
November 11 Taylor Swift

landsHark café
1728 3rd St. N. (Jacksonville Beach)
246-6024, www.myspace.com/landsharkcafe
In addition to their food and drink specials, 
Landshark Café serves up a heaping helping 
of some of the best live music at the Beach. 
From rock to reggae to punk to acoustic, the 
venue doesn’t cater to any par ticular genre 
or audience. Past acts have included Whole 
Wheat Bread, Valiant Thorr, Guttermouth and 
Yellowman.

latitude 30
10370 Phillips Hwy. (Southside)
365-5555, www.latthir ty.com
An enter tainment complex complete with 

dance floors, a bowling alley, fabulous dining 
options, a game room and more, Latitude 30 
has become a fun Mecca for Southside resi-
dents. Opened in late 2010, the facility caters 
to people of all ages, providing families with a 
place to play during the day and par ty-goers 
a chance to dance the night away. Live music 
was recently added to the mix thanks to the 
opening of their 240-seat Vegas-style venue, 
which hosts big names in music and comedy,   
as well as the occasional taping of local talent 
for the CW’s series YourJax Music.  

Weekly Happenings
Monday Family Happy Hour (kids eat and 
play free)
Tuesday Bike Night (complementary buffet, 
drink specials, live music)
Thursday Ladies Night (DJs, live music, 
drink specials)
Friday Flashback Friday with VJ Shotgun 
(old school)

mavericks rock n’ Honky 
tonk 
2 Independent Dr. (Downtown)
356-1110, www.mavericksatthelanding.com
Until recently, Mavericks was merely a coun-
try club with live music maybe once a month. 
These days, though, the honky-tonkin’, me-
chanical bull boasting venue is hosting more 
and more concer ts, making this the place to 
go to see emerging and established country 
ar tists. Be sure to head upstairs for the VIP 
treatment in an area they like to call “Miss 
Ellie’s Bardello.” 

Upcoming Events
August 25 Steel Magnolia 
December 29 JJ Grey & Mofro / Yankee 
Slickers

metroPolitan Park
1410 Gator Bowl Blvd. (Downtown)
353-3309, www.coj.net
Located right on the river in Downtown 
Jacksonville, Met Park is a massive outdoor 
facility that plays host to a wide variety of 
events throughout the year. Measuring at 27 
acres, the park can hold up to 10,000 people 
and has been known to reach that capacity 
on major holidays like the 4th of July and New 
Years Eve because it’s a great location to 
watch fireworks displays and the City always 
provides top-notch enter tainment. Family-
friendly events can often be found at the park 
as well as some of the biggest concer t events 
Jacksonville has to offer. 

Upcoming Events
September 10 Yoga in the Park
October 22 Jacksonville Caribbean Carnival

moJo kitcHen
1500 Beach Blvd. (Jacksonville Beach)
247-6636, www.mojobbq.com 
The home of some of the best barbeque in 
town is also Jacksonville’s only true blues 
club. Mojo’s Jacksonville Beach location 
(there are three others around town) has been 

photo by fran ruchalski

photo by fran ruchalskimarion Crane performing at Freebird live

(continued on page 8)
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holding concer ts featuring blues, bluegrass 
and country musicians since 2006. Some 
ar tists that have performed at the Kitchen in-
clude Tinsley Ellis, Conrad Oberg, Bonerama, 
Jason Isbell and the Last Waltz Ensemble. The 
venue has room for 200 and boasts a fully 
stocked bar in addition to the top-notch grub 
(the BBQ Blues Burger is a religious experi-
ence). If you can’t make it out to the Kitchen, 
consider heading to their new locale in Avon-
dale (Mojo No. 4) for some live music and an 
impressive whiskey bar.

Upcoming Events
August 12 Colonel Bruce Hampton with 
Duane Trucks

murray Hill tHeatre
932 Edgewood Ave. S. (Murray Hill)
388-3179, www.murrayhilltheatre.com
The Murray Hill Theatre has been giving Jack-
sonville music lovers a safe, positive place 
to hang out and see live bands for over 15 
years. Some of the biggest names in Christian 
music have played the Murray Hill including 
POD, Switchfoot, Underoath and Toby Mac. 
In addition to live shows, the Hill is also 
known for their swing nights and their annual 
alt prom. You won’t find any alcohol at this 
venue, but you can get snacks and some of 
the best milkshakes in town at the Hill’s café. 
You can also pick up records and merch at 
their record store, the Rock. 

Upcoming Events
August 5 Paul Thomas / Royce Lovett / The 
Tell Tale Heart / The Final Goodbye / Lylith 
Bear
August 13 MHT 16th Anniversary Show
August 20 Gideon / All’s Quiet / I Drive A 
Station Wagon / Seizing the Final Victory / 
Virtues

tHe Pearl
1101 N. Main St. (Springfield)
791-4499, myspace.com/thepearlofspring-
field
With its light-up dance floor and jaw-dropping 
tree sculptures, The Pearl has been the place 
to par ty since it opened in 2005. The venue 
has played host to numerous CD release par-
ties and the occasional live show, but it’s best 
known for drawing crowds with its high-ener-
gy dance nights and terrific drink specials. A 
full bar (including a wide variety of both im-
por ted and domestic beers) plus their friendly 
staff and award-winning DJs make The Pearl 
one of the hottest nightclubs in town.

Weekly Happenings:
Wednesday Ladies Night with DJ Hal 
Thursday Control with DJ Ricky (indie, elec-
tro, hip-hop, 80s, dance)
Friday TGIF Friday with DJs Tom P. and Ian 
S. (80s, hip-hop, electro, dance, indie, synth 
pop, new wave)
Saturday Overtime with DJ Ricky (indie, 
electro, hip-hop, 90s)

tHe Plaza at town center
4850 Big Island Dr. (Southside)
www.aliveafterfives.com
Situated in the Markets at Town Center 
complex, just in front of Whiskey River, is 
a massive open-air concer t area known as 
the Plaza. It is here that the Alive After Five 
concer t series goes down on Thursday nights 
from 5 to 10 pm during the spring. The se-
ries features a wide variety of ar tists, each 
performing your favorite hits from the biggest 
names in music. The Plaza is within walking 
distance of Whiskey River, Suite and Black 
Finn, making pre- and post-show drinks and 
eats a breeze. 

michael Burke at mojos Kitchen

photo by fran ruchalski

murray hill Theatre

photo by fran ruchalski

Located a t the bridge on Hwy 220, 2 mi les West of Hwy 17 South of Orange Park
Waterfront · Live Music · 269-4198

Wednesdays
Happy Hour All Nite, All You Can
Eat Wings & Kids Eat Free,
Bingo/Karaoke starts at 7 pm

Thursdays
Country Nite..Live Country Bands 
$1 Drafts & $1 Wells
Bass Tournament-Weigh In 8:00pm

Fridays
4pm-7pm: 

Mondays
Men’s Nite $1 drafts
Beer Pong  7pm

Tuesdays
Texas Hold ‘Em  7pm       

Sa
tu

rd
ay

s 5-9pm: Deck Music 
9:30-1:30am - Great Entertainment

Fr
id

ay
s 5-9pm: Deck Music 

9:30-1:30am - Great Entertainment

5-9pm: Reggae Sundays
August 7: 418 Band   · August 14: Pele Pele

August 21: Rezolution   ·   August 28: Moirai Vibe

WHITEY’S

August 6: Spanky
August 13: Neurotic Butterfly
August 20:  Boogie Freaks
August 27: Mighty Vans

August 5: Spanky
August 12: Neurotic Butterfly
August 19: Boogie Freaks
August 26: Bad Assets

Fish Camp & Restuarant
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PlusH entertainment 
comPlex
845 University Blvd. N. (Arlington)
743-1845, www.plushjax.com
This Arlington hot spot is a 12,000-square-
foot, multi-level enter tainment complex that 
consists of three separate par ty areas: Plush, 
the Leopard Lounge and Rain. Plush is the 
largest of the spaces with a massive dance 
floor and several full-service bars. The Leop-
ard Lounge is a more upscale experience with 
exotic décor and pool tables. Rain is the latest 
addition to the complex. Dubbed an “Ultra VIP 
Nightclub,” Rain has floor to ceiling water fea-
tures and an overall modern vibe that attracts 
a vibrant young crowd. Over the years each 
room has hosted dance nights and live music 
from all genres, providing a little something 
for everyone. 

Ponte vedra concert Hall
1050 A1A North (Ponte Vedra Beach)
209-0346, www.pvconcer thall.com
Since the Ponte Vedra Concer t Hall officially 
opened in February of 2011, the 450-1000 
seat multipurpose venue has become one of 
the best places on the First Coast to catch 
outstanding touring acts. Once a church, the 
PVCH was renovated into a state of the ar t 
performance space. The brand new stage has 
already played host to a wide variety of acts 
including the B-52’s, Travis Tritt and Ar turo 
Sandoval. The facility boasts a concession 
stand complete with beer, wine and a full 
liquor bar. 

Upcoming Events
August 23 Matisyahu / Trevor Hall
October 29 Gin Blossoms / Son of a Bad 
Man

PoPPy love smoke
112 E. Adams St. (Downtown)
355-0891, www.poppylovesmoke.com
Part cigar shop, par t lounge, Poppy Love 
Smoke is one of the chillest venues in town. 
The intimate space often plays host to jazz, 
neo soul, blues and soul ar tists, as well as 
DJs who spin a wide variety of current and 
old school jams. Poppy is a par ticularly popu-
lar post-Ar t Walk destination thanks to its 
full bar, featuring a nice selection of beer and 
wine, and laid-back vibe.  

Upcoming Events
August 5 1st Friday Fusion w/Evenstill & 
Friends
August 6 The Glossary of Michael Jackson 

rinG of fire Honky tonk 
saloon 
113 Anastasia Blvd. (St. Augustine)
460-2641, www.facebook.com/TheRing23
Despite its name, Ring of Fire Honky Tonk 
Saloon is not your typical redneck dive. Yes, 
it does have a mounted deer head on the wall 
and a big ole sign that says “Howdy,” but 
often times the bands that perform on Friday 
and Saturday nights are anything but country. 
Reggae musicians, garage bands and punk 
acts have all performed at Ring of Fire. The 
bar serves up a fine selection of beers and 
specialty drinks.

ritz tHeatre & la villa 
museum
829 N. Davis St. (Downtown)
632-5555, www.ritzjacksonville.com
The Ritz Theatre and Museum is, at times, a 
music venue, lecture hall, African-American 
history museum and movie theater all rolled 
into one. Huge names in music have per-
formed at the Ritz, including Grammy winner 
Esperanza Spalding and Blues legend Bobby 
“Blue” Bland. Monthly happenings like their 
renowned Amateur Night and the always cool 
Spoken Word event give locals a chance to 
take to the Ritz’s stage as well. The venue 
also offers terrific ar ts and cultural programs, 
including Ritz Voices, Along this Way, Ritz 
Jazz Society and Ritz Jazz Orchestra.

Upcoming Events
August 18 Amateur Night auditions 

riverside arts market
715 Riverside Ave. (Riverside)
554-6865, www.riversidear tsmarket.com
In addition to fine ar t and yummy local veg-
gies, the Riverside Ar ts Market is an ideal 
spot to hear some fantastic live music. The 
Market boasts four stages with live enter tain-
ment and even has areas for street perform-
ers to show off their talents. Musicians of all 

(continued on page 10)

ritz Theatre
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genres, from Northeast Florida and beyond, 
make their way to RAM each Saturday, mak-
ing it an ideal place to discover something 
new. The Riverside Ar ts Market is open every 
Saturday, April to December. 

Upcoming Events
August 6 Martha’s Trouble / Geej Langlois
August 20 David Russell / Rabbit!
August 27 Will Pearsall

st. auGustine amPHitHeatre
1340 A1A S. (St. Augustine)
471-1965, www.staugamphitheatre.com
By far one of the most impressive venues on 
the First Coast, the St. Augustine Amphithe-
atre has played host to several big name acts 
since it reopened in 2007 after a five year 
overhaul. The shiny concer t hotspot holds up 
to 4500 people and often reaches that capac-
ity when bands like the Offspring, the Beach 
Boys, the Black Crowes and Modest Mouse 
come to town. In addition to shows, the 
Amphitheatre also offers the community free 
movies in the spring and their annual Winter 
Wonderland celebration complete, with ice 
skating and snow. 

Upcoming Events
August 19 Alison Krauss and Union Station
August 21 Slightly Stoopid / Rebelution / 
Shwayze & Cisco
September 2 Miranda Cosgrove / Shane 
Harper

sea walk Pavilion 
Beach Blvd & Ocean Front S. (Jacksonville 
Beach)
247-6100, www.jacksonvillebeach.org
An outdoor venue like no other, the Sea Walk 
Pavilion is a beautiful facility that hosts a wide 
variety of events each year. Just steps from 
the ocean, the massive amphitheatre is the 
epicenter of numerous festivals, concer ts and 
family-friendly happenings. The massive lawn 
is a great place for a picnic dinner, especially 
during the City of Jacksonville Beach’s Sum-
mer Jazz Concer t Series and the ever-popular 
Moonlight Movies. 

Upcoming Events
August 21 Summer Beach Run
November 19 Right Whale Festival

sHantytown PuB
22 W. 6th St. (Springfield)
798-8222, www.myspace.com/shantytown-
pub
A local favorite, Shantytown is a cozy little 
neighborhood bar that offers a wide variety of 
live music every week. Local and touring acts 

alike take to Shanty’s stage, and you can see 
them for little to no cover charge. The pub has 
a wonderful back patio where you can mingle 
between sets, admire some local street ar t or 
grab a hotdog during their weekly cookouts. 
While they don’t have a full bar, they do have 
120 beers to choose from and a nice selec-
tion of wine as well. Excellent drink specials 
each week, combined with a down-to-ear th 
atmosphere and stellar enter tainment keep 
people coming back to this Springfield staple.

Weekly Happenings
Monday Metal Mondaze with DJ Reedtard 
Tuesday Trivia Night
Wednesday Infinitesmal Records Showcase           

Upcoming Events
August 1 The Pledge of Cain / Churches 
Burn / Remains
August 24 The Darling Sweets / Everymen 

square one
1974 San Marco Blvd. (San Marco) 306-
9004, www.jaxnightout.com; www.square-
onejax.com
Dance club, live venue, lounge and dining 
destination all rolled into one, Square One has 
a little something for everyone. The San Mar-
co hotspot is the place to see and be seen on 
Wednesdays when they host their par t dance 
par ty, par t ar t show “Are ‘Friends’ Electric?”. 
It’s a popular post-Ar t Walk event that’s not 
to be missed should you want to rub elbows 
with the who’s who of the Jax hipster scene. 
The lounge has a full bar and serves up some 
of the best martinis around. Square One pa-
trons can also order and dine on the fab fare 
of Thai Bistro upstairs. 

Weekly Happenings:
Monday Soul on the Square with live per-
formances by Band of Destiny, DJ Dr. Doom 
spins
Tuesday Hospitality Night with DJ Anony-
mous 
Wednesday Are Friends Electric? with DJs 
Wes Reed and Matt Caulder (indie, dance, 
electro, 80s, hip hop)
Thursday Ladies Night with DJ Infader (80s, 
old school, dance faves)
Friday Live music with local bands
Saturday Saturdays on the Square with DJ 
Jade (80’s, rock, hip hop, dance jams)

tHrasHer-Horne center for 
tHe arts and conference 
center 
283 College Dr. (Orange Park)
276-6815, www.thcenter.org

riverside Arts market
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The Thrasher-Horne Center for the Ar ts has 
been serving the Orange Park area since 
2004. Situated on the St. Johns River Com-
munity College campus, the 1,750-seat 
theater hosts a variety of performances each 
season including concer ts, Broadway shows, 
a speaker series, children’s theatre and much 
more. In addition to live enter tainment, the 
Thrasher-Horne also boasts two ar t galleries 
open Monday through Friday from 10 am to 4 
pm and one and a half hours prior to perfor-
mances and during intermission.  

Upcoming Events
October 1 First Coast Wind Ensemble
October 22- 23 Mamma Mia!
November 5 Southern Rock’s Finest

times-union center for tHe 
PerforminG arts
300 W. Water St. (Downtown) 
633-6110, www.jaxevents.com/timesunion.
php
The Times-Union Center for the Performing 
Ar ts is a three-stage venue that offers Jack-
sonville residents a wide variety of enter tain-
ment options on any given night. The Rober t 
E. Jacoby Symphony Hall is a 1,800-seat 
auditorium that serves as the home of our 
Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra. Across 
the hall is the 3000-seat Jim and Jan Moran 

Theater, where some of the biggest names 
in music can be seen throughout the year or 
where you can catch a Broadway production 
from the Ar tist Series. On the west side of the 
complex, the C. Herman and Mary Virginia 
Terry Theater seats 600 and is a multi-pur-
pose hall used for lectures and movie screen-
ings during past Jacksonville Film Festivals. 
The Times-Union Center serves beer, wine 
and snacks before productions and during 
intermission. 

Upcoming Events
August 8 Hillsong United
September 23 Jacksonville Symphony: Ger-
shwin Piano Concerto
October 4 The Florida Forum featuring Ted 
Koppel

tsi
333 East Bay St. (Downtown)
424-3531, clubtsi.com

Considered Jacksonville’s premiere under-
ground nightclub and venue, TSI has been 
one of the best places to hear the newest 
music since it opened back in 2004. The club 
has hosted acts like Bonde do Role, Black 
Lips and Busdriver and continues to bring in 
phenomenal local, national and international 
bands each month. TSI now has a full bar. 

Weekly Happenings:
Monday Risqué Monday Burlesque Show 
Tuesday Karaoke with Hal 9000
Wednesday Euphoria with Beau Damion 
(Electro, House, Dubstep)
Thursday Channel (5+ DJs spin)
Friday Live music
Saturday Intermission (Featuring residents 
Cash Carter, Night Terrors, Big Buck$ Crew)
Sunday Crunchy Sunday with Vlad the In-
haler (Dubstep)

wareHouse 8B 
1890 Wambolt St. (Talleyrand) 
www.wambolt8b.com 
A DIY venue situated in a Talleyrand stor-
age facility, Warehouse 8B is an ar t studio 
by day and a place to experience amazing 
underground music by night several times a 
month. It’s an off-the-beaten-path location 
that few really expect to find in Jacksonville. 
The space itself is minimalist: concrete floors, 

exposed metal siding, no real lighting to speak 
of. But what it lacks in typical nightclub nice-
ties, it makes up for in the talent that graces 
its (lack of) stage.  

wHisky river
4850 Big Island Dr. (Southside)
645-5571, www.thewhiskyriver.com/jacksonville
Dale Earnhardt Jr. opened the Jacksonville 
location of his Whisky River bar/restaurant 
franchise in 2010. The venue has hosted huge 
names in country music and often has DJs 
spinning late into the night to keep the par ty 
going. The menu features your typical bar 
fare: burgers, wings, fried snacks. They also 
have killer pizza and finger-lickin’ barbeque. In 
addition to eats, Whisky River also has plenty 
of flat screen TVs, always tuned to NASCAR 
on race day. And don’t forget to take a spin 
on their mechanical bull, preferably before 
indulging in their wide selection of beers and 
handcrafted cocktails! 

Times-Union Center
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egg carton garden
An egg carton garden is green because it 
reuses the egg car tons we throw away (or 
hopefully recycle) every day. Each day we 
keep waste from reaching the end of its life 
cycle is one more day it stays out of our 
landfills or waterways. Star ting seeds for your 
garden or patio garden also means that you’ll 
have fresh veggies at your doorstep – no 
carbon emissions there! And, hey, if you can 
get the kids to star t the garden for you, all the 
better.

How-to: Save your unbleached cardboard egg 
car tons. If you don’t compost, buy organic 
potting soil from any garden center in town. 
Ask local community gardens (EU March 

2011) about buying organic seeds from them. 
The average home gardener rarely needs a 
whole sleeve of any one seed. Have the kids 
fill the egg cups with soil and place seeds 
in them according to the planting directions. 
Keep the star ts indoors at first – on a tray in 
a window is ideal – and have the kids check 
them frequently to make sure the soil is 
moist. Eventually the little star ts will be big 
enough to transfer into small pots. The best 
par t of this project is that it requires minimal 
supervision!
 
Kid benefits: This project can be used to 
teach kids the difference between organic and 
conventional foods, what a carbon footprint is 
and how to reduce theirs, plus all the things 
one learns from growing plants – growing 

in-season food, soil quality, growing condi-
tions and more. And if you want to combine 
this project with a social experience, take the 
kids over to Tree Hill on August 27 and have 
them do the project there (see Eco-Events 
page 13).
 

composting
Composting keeps tons of food waste (and 
many garbage bags) out of landfills. When we 
throw away vegetable scraps, egg shells and 
coffee grounds, we’re throwing away a per-
fect source of rich fer tilizer in favor of bags of 
dangerous chemicals that really don’t com-
pare in quality. The remains of today’s harvest 
could help grow tomorrow’s dinner.
 
How-to: There are several different compost-
ing methods, but the most kid-friendly is 
vermicomposting because, after all, what little 
kid doesn’t like to play with worms! There 
are kits available online. All you really need, 
though, is a bin with a lid, a pair of old panty-
hose, shredded newspaper, a little organic 
soil to star t with, water, red worms (available 
at bait shops or organic gardening suppliers) 
and your food waste. Cut a medium-sized 
rectangle in the bin’s lid for your kids and 
have them affix a layer of pantyhose to the 
underside of the opening. This will give the 
worms ventilation. Have the kids put some 
shredded newspaper in the bin, add a hand-
ful or two of soil and some food scraps, and 
moisten the “worm bed” with water. After 
a few days, have the kids add the wriggling 
worms by hand for the full “gross-out” effect. 
Then watch the worms turn waste into won-
derful! The University of Florida has a lot of 

good information about vermicomposting on 
their website: www.ifas.ufl.edu. Just use the 
search box.
 
Kid benefits: Vermicomposting is a complete 
educational package. There’s research and 
reading involved in learning how to take care 
of the worms. It involves tons of science in 
the decomposition of the food, living condi-
tions of the worms, such as temperature and 
acidity, and their hermaphroditic reproduction 
– hey, it is science. Although you don’t have 
to be super-precise in vermicomposting, there 
can be math involved in the percentages of 
different kinds of food waste inputs and track-
ing how much output there is. There are also 
endless environmental lessons to be learned: 
reducing waste, natural versus synthetic 
fer tilizers and so much more. The beauty of 
vermicomposting is that your kids will be 
learning the whole time they think they’re just 
playing with worms. Support global “worm-
ing”!
 

rain barrel
Making a rain barrel is a bit more involved 
project, but is a perfect way to spend time 
with your kids on a weekend while fulfilling 
your hidden agenda of offsetting their contri-
bution to the water bill. Besides, you need a 
little person to crawl inside the barrel when 
it’s time to attach the fittings! Did you know 
that the aquifer under Jacksonville is being 
depleted at a rate that’s made JEA investigate, 
“the feasibility and expense of utilizing other 
potential sources of water supply”? Mean-
while, we’re using gallon after gallon of fresh, 
clean water on our lawns and gardens. Col-

The Organic Adventurer
green projects for your eco-kid

BY ANNA RABHAN

by now, parents are eagerly awaiting the beginning of the 

school year and wondering how to re-focus the kids on 

learning. Kids have had enough summer that, “i’m bored,” 

has crossed their minds, if not their lips. everyone wins 

with these fun, environmentally focused projects that will 

help the family get something useful done while enter-

taining the kids and providing a little stealth education 

at the same time.
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August – It’s sign-up time for Jackson-
ville-area organic food providers. Inves-
tigate local options like KYV Farms CSA 
(www.kyvfarm.com) or Veggie Bin food 
co-op (www.theveggiebin.weebly.com) 
and go organic (and local) today! The new 
season starts in the fall.
 
August – Although Florida’s organic farm-
land usually takes a rest in the summer, 
Beaches Green Market still has plenty of 
goodies each Saturday from 2-5 pm in 
Jarboe Park. Recently, Alvarez Farm offered 
a truckload of surplus watermelons for 
FREE! An amazing variety of peas, the last 
of the year’s blueberries, organic grits and 
grass-fed beef are just some of what you’ll 
fi nd at the market. Even if you don’t get to 
go every Saturday, check out the market 
newsletter. Gretchen always includes great 
and timely information – organic issues, 
recipes and more! Visit www.beaches-
localfoodnetwork.web.offi celive.com for 
instructions to sign up for the newsletter.
 
August – Tree Hill isn’t slowing down a bit! 
Remember that, thanks to Jaxport, every 
Saturday is $5 for families! Take a tour 
August 6, have the little ones make an egg 
carton caterpillar craft on August 13, bring 
them back for the seed necklace craft on 
August 20 and fi nish out the month with an 
egg carton garden on August 27. By the 
way, Oscar the owl needs a new home, so 
visit www.treehill.org for information about 
making a donation. Tree Hill is a nonprofi t 
and depends largely on your contributions. 
Also, connect with them on Facebook, and 
see all their great pictures and funny cap-
tions on Flickr at www.bit.ly/eRTBY5.
 
August 1 – The Sierra Club of Northeast 
Florida knows how to handle the August 
heat! Join them in the air-conditioned 
comfort of the Ponte Vedra Library at 6:30 
pm for a movie about Sierra Club founder 
John Muir. Snacks will be provided, but 
bring your own drink. Everyone is wel-
come, including children. Visit their Meetup 
page at www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-
Northeast-Florida-Group for details.
 
August 20 – Yoga Under the Trees was 
suspended in July, but resumes in August. 
Join master yoga instructor Susan Byrne 
Lee at the Jacksonville Arboretum at 10 
am. Bring your mat, $10 and meet at the 
picnic tables. Contact director@jacksonvil-
learboretum.org to verify availability, and 
visit the Arboretum’s website: www.jack-
sonvillearboretum.org. FYI: Volunteer work 
days resume on September 10.
 

August 20 – The Duval Extension Offi ce is 
offering a Learn to Start your Own Veg-
etable Seeds class from 9:30 am to 12 
pm at their offi ces on McDuff Ave. This is a 
hands-on workshop led by the Extension’s 
own super-gardener Mary Puckett and 
commercial herb grower Linda Cunning-
ham. The cost is $15 and pre-registration 
is required, so call 387-8850.
 
August 20 – Kayak Amelia’s monthly 
Groove ‘n’ Grub takes place from 7-10 
pm. Join them for live music and great 
food at the Heckscher Road location. Bring 
your lawn chair, beverage and $15. Visit 
their website (www.kayakamelia.com) or 
call 251-0016 for more information. Also, 
get the skinny on all their events, wildlife 
sightings and more by liking their page on 
Facebook.
 
August 25 – Learn how harvesting rainwa-
ter helps the river and make your very own 
rain barrel to take home at the Riverkeep-
er’s rain barrel workshop. Join the River-
keeper at MOSH from 6-7:30 pm for this 
great opportunity! Spots are limited and 
reservations required, so contact Kelly at 
kelly@stjohnsriverkeeper.org or 256-7613 
for more information and to make your $55 
pre-payment.
 
August 27 – Cool off with the Jacksonville 
Kayaking Meetup Group as they paddle 
the Santa Fe River. The group will meet at 
9:30 am to paddle the shady river and take 
a dip in the many cool springs. Pack your 
lunch and your snorkel; there’s no cost to 
attend! These excursions are very popu-
lar and fi ll up fast, so visit them at www.
meetup.com/kayakjax, sign up and get 
your paddle on!
 
August 29 – Hot peppers grow like weeds 
in the Florida heat, and the Duval Extension 
Offi ce can teach you how to preserve them 
in their Hot Pepper Relish workshop at 
the canning center on Commonwealth Ave. 
Details are still being worked out, so call 
Jeannie at 387-8850 for the scoop.
 
September 15 – The Florida Native Plant 
Society, Ixia Chapter, will resume meeting 
at the Regency Square library. September’s 
program is “Rare Native Plants of North-
east Florida Found in our Local State 
Forests,” presented by Michael R. Jenkins, 
Plant Conservation Program Biologist with 
Florida Forest Service. The meeting is free 
and open to the public. Call 655-2550 for 
more information. Their website is www.
ixia.fnpschapters.org.

lecting rainwater for those uses helps eliminate 
water waste. Besides, it’s a real cost-cutter to 
use free rainwater for your lawn or garden rather 
than the stuff you get a bill for.

How-to: There are pre-assembled and assem-
bly-required rain barrels all over town and the 
internet, but they cost around $100 or more. 
Instead, get a barrel from Duval Container Com-
pany (www.duvalcontainer.com) for $23 and 
spend another $35 or so on the various valves, 
washers, and hoses you’ll need. The St. Johns 
Riverkeeper has created a great instructional 
video (http://youtu.be/hWrsaEXA5zA) for putting 
a barrel together. The concept of water in, water 
out is simple enough, though, that you and 
your young engineer could probably come up 
with your own design using materials you may 
already have.

Kid benefi ts: There are lessons to be had here 
in project planning, engineering and construc-
tion. The use of gravity versus a mechanical 
pump is good science that could lead to a 
historical discussion about crop irrigation in 
ancient times. Ask your child how much water 
and money your family might save by using a 
rain barrel, and help her fi gure out how to track 
those variables for a good math lesson. Or 
encourage her to fi gure out how much rain her 
barrel could collect during an upcoming storm 
by using rainfall forecasts or a rain gauge and 
the dimensions of the section of roof that drains 
into the barrel. Who knows? With all the owner-
ship of the rain barrel she’ll feel, maybe you 
can actually get her to water the plants! If you’d 
rather have someone more experienced take the 
lead, sign up for the Riverkeeper’s rain barrel 
workshop on August 25 (see Eco-Events).

These projects show that what’s good for the 
planet is usually good for kids too. So get them 
out there enjoying the last part of summer and 
doing something positive. Just don’t tell them 
they’re learning – the fi rst day of school will be 
here soon enough!

Please email your questions, comments or 
suggestions to anna@eujacksonville.com.

eco-events
 in much of the rest of the country, summer is a busy time – farmers markets, out-

door activities and educational opportunities. Here in the sunshine state, it’s siesta 
time. there’s plenty to do, see and eat, but the pace is a little slower. so this month’s 

“eco-events” is a mix of events, information and things to look forward to. enjoy!

BY ANNA RABHAN
 

 
Please email listings for consideration to anna@eujacksonville.com by the 15th of each month.

T H E
L O N E S O M E 

W E S T

Playing Aug 26 thru Sep 10, 2011

Curtain at 8:00 p.m.

Visit www.playersbythesea.com for info

or 904.249.0289 for reservations

106 Sixth Street North ,  Jax Beach,  F lor ida 32250
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Jacksonville Jaguars Preseason Football 
The NFL lock-out is finally over and football is back on schedule but unless a lot of people 
start purchasing tickets to home games that may be the only way to see them. Get your 
tickets now! Single-game tickets are available for Jaguars home games starting at $45. Sea-
son tickets start at $330 ($33 per game) and interest-free payment plans are available. Call 
633-2000 or visit www.jaguars.com. 

The Jaguars get warmed up with the following preseason games at Everbank Field: 

Aug 19 Jacksonville Jaguars vs. Atlanta Falcons
Sept 1  Jacksonville Jaguars vs. St. Louis Rams

Read Jaguar Rookie Preview at eujacksonville.com

Jaguars are back at Training Campphoto by daniel goncalves
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family events
August 3 – 4 Jacksonville Children’s Chorus 
Auditions The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus 
will hold auditions for children in grades 1 thru 
12. There are rehearsal sites in Orange Park, 
Mandarin, Westside, Northside, Downtown, 
and the Beaches. There is no fee to audition, 
and needs-based scholarships are available. 
www.jaxchildrenschorus.com, 353-1636

August 4 – 7 World Baton Twirling Federa-
tion 2011 International Cup International Cup 
athletes have the opportunity to win interna-
tional titles in individual events including Solo, 
2-Baton and 3-Baton, Dance Twirl and group 
events including Dance Twirl Pairs, Teams and 
Groups. The International Cup Competition 
offers three levels of competition, giving elite 
and pre-elite athletes the opportunity to com-
pete with similarly-skilled athletes. Veterans 
Memorial Arena, 630-3900, www.jaxevents.
com

August 5 – 7 UNF Writers Conference The 
conference will present 16 workshops in 
genre, marketing and getting published. Uni-
versity of North Florida, 620-4200, www.
unfwritersconference.com 

August 6 Rockin Heat Sneaker Trade Show 
Bofresco Clothing and Icons Boutique are 
presenting the second annual Rockin Heat 
sneaker trade The event will have vendors 
displaying their own collections to buy, trade 
or sell. Attendees, can also bring in their 
own limited amount of sneakers for the same 
purpose for an additional price. University of 
North Florida Student Center, http://bofresco.
com/beta/?p=319

August 6 Zzz’s Under the Sea Spend the night 
in MOSH’s newest exhbit, Savage Ancient 
Seas: Dinosaurs of the Deep, and sleep under 
real-life fossilized skeletons of some pretty 
strange and scary prehistoric aquatic reptiles. 
Watch National Geographic’s Sea Monsters 
in the new Bryan-Gooding Planetarium and 
sneak a peak at the stars in the night sky as 
you gaze through telescopes on MOSH’s roof. 

Cost is $30 per child, $20 per adult (required) 
and includes late night pizza snack and dough-
nut breakfast. 6:30 pm until 7:30 am. Museum 
of Science and History (MOSH) , 396-MOSH, 
http://www.themosh.org/Home.html

August 13 Downtown Council’s - Paint the 
Paw Prints on Bay Join Jaxson de Ville and 
the Chamber’s Downtown Council for the 
annual Painting of the PawPrints down Bay 
Street. Jaxson de Ville will join in as his Paw-
Prints are painted all the way to EverBank 
Field. Free coffee, orange juice, water, bagels 
and donuts will be provided, in addition to 
free parking at the LAZ Parking Lot adjacent to 
the Jacksonville Chamber. Afterwards, enjoy 
a complimentary mimosa at the celebration 
event to be held in the parking lot at the corner 
of Bay Street and Newnan Street. 8 am- noon

August 13 Art for Two on Saturdays Children 
ages 3 to 5 and their favorite adult can spend 
time together enjoying gallery visits, ar t mak-
ing and time in Art Connections. 10:30 am 
– Noon. Pre-registration is required. Members 
$10 per pair, per class, Non-members $15. 
The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, 356-
6857, www.cummer.org

August 18 Spiritual Wisdom on Prayer, 
Meditation, and Contemplation Discover the 
source of all truth, how prayer works, the 
power of chanting and a guide to the most 
secret part of yourself. Free Book and CD. 
7-8:30 pm, Neptune Beach Library

August 19 Toast to the Animals Grab a glass 
and toast the First Coast’s furriest friends at 
the Jacksonville Humane Society’s 13th an-
nual Toast to the Animals. Guests will enjoy 
more than 100 varieties of wine and beer, 
gourmet hors d’oeuvres and desserts at the 
fundraiser. Silent and live auctions will feature 
fabulous items. 6 to 9 pm. Tickets are $40 per 
person or $35 per person for people under 35 
years of age and $30 for designated drivers. 
Omni Jacksonville Hotel, 725-8766, www.
jaxhumane.org

August 20 Speaking of Women’s Health 
2011 What started as a one-day conference in 
1996 has turned into a foundation that hosts 
conferences nationwide. Speaking of Women’s 
Health combines education and pampering 
into a forum where women can learn from 
each other and become inspired to take charge 
of their health. The conferences include free 
health screenings, beauty consultations, 
dynamic keynote addresses and breakout ses-
sions on important women’s health topics. 
8:30 am until Midnight. Hyatt Regency Jack-
sonville Riverfront 225 E. Coastline Dr, 588-
1234, http://jacksonville.hyatt.com/

August 20 Archaeology Road Show Do you 
have a mystery object that you want identified? 
Bring it to MOSH’s encore presentation of the 
Archaeology Road Show. From 10 am to noon, 
a panel of scientists, representing archeology, 
paleontology and malacology, will be on site to 
provide you with information about your finds. 
Included with museum admission. Museum 
of Science and History (MOSH), 396-MOSH, 
www.themosh.org

August 20 Back2School Beach Fest The 
Back2School Beach Fest kicks off at 11 am 
until 3 pm on St. Augustine beach between 
the Matanzas Avenue and Mary Street beach 
access ramps, where events will include a 
beach clean-up, one-mile fun run and free surf 
lessons. The festivities continue at 3 pm with 
an Oceans Expo at the St. Augustine Amphi-
theatre with live music, environmental educa-
tion booths, local arts and crafts vendors, a 
bounce house and interactive kid’s activities. 
The all-day event will conclude in the evening 
at the St. Augustine Amphitheatre with a series 
of movie screenings, including short surf-
ing films at 6:30, followed by the feature film 
“Turtle: The Incredible Journey” at 7:30 pm. 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965, www.
staugamphitheatre.com

August 20 Art Adventure Saturdays Classes 
in painting, printmaking, collage and construc-
tion with changing themes.  Pre-registration 
is required. 10:30 am - 12:30 pm. Ages 6 to 
12. Members $10 per pair, per class, Non-
members $15. The Cummer Museum of Art & 
Gardens, 356-6857, www.cummer.org

August 21 Family Fun Day at MOCA Celebrate 
Stranger in Paradise with MOCA’s end of sum-
mer family events. The entire museum will be 
teeming with art activities, performances, and 
fun experiences for the whole family. Admis-

sion is free. 12 – 4 pm. MOCA, 366.6911, 
www.mocajacksonville.org

August 25 Making Stuff: Rain Barrel Work-
shop Making Stuff workshops will be making 
rain barrels with the St. Johns. Prices vary. 
Visit for more information. 6 – 8 pm. Museum 
of Science and History (MOSH), 396.MOSH 
www.themosh.org

SPORTS
August 6 K -Swiss Tour De Pain - One Mile 
Sizzler This race series is designed to test 
your ability to run three different races in a 
twenty-four hour period. Your time in each of 
the three events will be added together to de-
termine your place for the Tour de Pain. If that 
doesn’t appeal to you, just pick one race and 
sign up for that one individually. The Jackson-
ville Landing, 353-1188

August 13 Inaugural Florida Blue 5K Stadium 
Challenge Area runners will be up, down 
and around EverBank Field in a fundraiser to 
help several high school sports that are on 
the chopping block. The majority of ticket 
proceeds will benefit high school sports such 
as cross country, golf, tennis and wrestling 
that are at risk of cuts. Participants in the race 
will run inside the stadium, on the field, up the 
ramps and along several paths. The race be-
gins at 6 pm but runners will be released in 30-
minute increments to accommodate the facility 
and ensure safety. Tickets, available online 
only at 1stplacesports.com, will be $30 until 
Aug 7, $35 Aug 8-12 and $40 on race day for 
adults. EverBank Field, 633-6100, http://www.
jaguars.com/Stadium

Jacksonville Sharks Arena Football
The first playoff matchup of the 2011 AFL 
post-season took place at the Jacksonville 
Veterans Memorial Arena and featured the top 
seed in the American Conference, the Jack-
sonville Sharks (14-4) hosting the number four 
seed in the conference, the Orlando Predators. 
The game was a rematch of the epic clash 
from the 2010 playoffs, which left the top 
seeded Sharks facing an early exit from the 
playoffs in their inaugural season. The Sharks 
won the game and will now host the winner of 
the Georgia Force at the Cleveland Gladiators 
game, Monday August 8th back on Sea Best 
Field, where they will look to continue their run 
in the playoffs. Veterans Memorial Arena, 621-
0700, www.jaxsharks.com

August 8  Jacksonville Sharks 2011 American 
Conference Championship Game
August 12  Jacksonville Sharks Arena Bowl 
XXIVJacksonville 

Jacksonville Suns Baseball
Look for the Suns’ traditional weekly promo-
tions, including Fifty Cent Family Feast Tues-
days, Businessperson’s Specials on Wednes-
day afternoons, Thursday Night Throwdown, 
Friday Family Fireworks, and postgame Kids 
Run the Bases on Sundays. Monday evening 
games are Belly Buster Mondays, where $20 
gets fans a Homeplate Box seat along with 
all-you-can-eat hot dogs, hamburgers, pop-
corn, ice cream treats and soft drinks. Baseball 
Grounds of Jacksonville, 358-2846, www.
jaxsuns.com 

August 1 - 4  Montgomery Biscuits
August 5 - 9  Chattanooga Lookouts
August 16 - 20  Mobile BayBears

Rockin Heat Sneaker Trade Show



16 AUGUST 2011  |  eu jacksonville monthly 

theatre events
Thru August 6 The Who’s TOMMY Book by 
Pete Townshend and Des McAnuff / Music 
and Lyrics by Pete Townshend. Additional 
Music and Lyrics by John Entwistle and Keith 
Moon. Based on The Who’s rock-opera, 
Tommy. As a boy, Tommy is traumatized 
after witnessing the accidental murder of his 
mother’s lover. Abuse from all sides plagues 
his adolescence, until pinball becomes an 
outlet of escape, and sets him on the path to 
superstardom. PBTS’s production of Tommy 
is packed with talent. Staci Cobb, one of 
Nor theast Florida’s outstanding music theatre 
stars, directs the play. The lead role of Tommy 
is being played by Ross Frontz, a talented 
Jacksonville University student. The play also 
features an all-star cast of 27 singers and 
dancers. August 4,5 and 6 at  8 pm. Tickets 
$25 (Not included in membership). Players By 
The Sea, 249-0289, www.playersbythesea.
org  

Thru August 7 High School Summer Musical 
Theatre Experience HAIRSPRAY Hairspray is 
the Broadway musical and highly successful 
movie musical, based on the 1988 John Wa-
ters’ film of the same name. Set in Baltimore, 
Maryland in 1962, Hairspray addresses the 
social and cultural changes of the era, break-
ing down the barriers of racial segregation. 
With a mixture of 1960’s dance music and 
“downtown” rhythm and blues, this musical is 
sure to have you dancing and singing along! 
The Ar tist Series. Wilson Center, 11901 
Beach Blvd. 632-3373,  www.ar tistseriesjax.
org

August 4 – 6 Comedian Kojo Prince Kojo 
Prince, as seen on “Comic View” with Nick 
Cantone comes from a long line of perform-
ers; Great Grandmother working in Vaudeville, 
Grandmother as an opera singer and Mother 
(Falumi Prince) as a featured singer with 

Harry Bellefonte. He is a constant profes-
sional that maintains his focus and pleasant 
demeanor off and on stage. All this is branded 
by three things that were taught to him by his 
late Mother; “above all, be professional, be 
polite and always be on time...because the 
show must go on.” Latitude 30, 10370 Philips 
Hwy, 365-5555, www.latthir ty.com 

August 5 – 28 SECOND SAMUEL A touching 
comedy about life and friendship in the rural 
town of Second Samuel. If you liked Steel 
Magnolias, you will love Pamela Parker’s 
Second Samuel! Matuza Main Stage, Lime-
light Theatre, St. Augustine, 825-1164, www.
limelight-theatre.org

August 10 - September 18 DIRTY ROTTEN 
SCOUNDRELS Freddy and Lawrence, two 
con men, making their living by faking their 
compassion for woment with shocking sto-
ries about his fake fate. But the town aint big 
enough for two con men, so they agree on a 
settlement: The first one to extract $50,000 
from a young female target wins, the other 
leaves town.  Alhambra Theatre & Dining, 
641-1212, www.alhambrajax.com

August 11 – 13 Comedian Diaz Mackie 
Diaz Mackie as seen on “Comic View” with 
Charles Ball, is the son of a hustling father 
and a preaching mother who was poised to 
leave his mark. Growing up in Michigan dur-
ing the mid-80s & 90s has shaped & molded 
a comedic star on the rise and has given 
his comedy a fresh and upbeat rhythm. Diaz 
Mackie “The Golden Child” in just a shor t 
time has made two TV appearances Audacity 
Ent.shown on UPN and Smooth Vegas Nights 
show on Vegas TV as well was a finalist in 
season two’s Def Comedy Jam auditions. 
Latitude 30, 10370 Philips Hwy, 365-5555, 
www.latthir ty.com

August 11 Neil Simon’s RUMORS Broadway 
Kid Starz presents Rumors. At a large, taste-
fully appointed Sneden’s Landing townhouse, 
the Deputy Mayor of New York has just shot 
himself. Though only a flesh wound, four 
couples are about to experience a severe at-
tack of Farce. As the confusions and miscom-
munications mount, the evening spins off into 
classic farcical hilarity. Dinner begins at 6 pm. 
Show begins at 7 pm. Tickets; www.SHOW-
TIX4U.com. Reserved Seats: Dinner Theatre is 
$20.50 in advance and $21 at the door. Man-
darin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin Rd, 
389-1499, www.broadwaykidstarz.com

August 13 Diesel Fusion Dance Theatre A 
unique blend of ballet, hip-hop, modern and 
world dance. DFDT sets out to facilitate a 
more collaborative effor t with the community 
by creating a forum that brings ar tists of all 
types together to offer an experience in the 
ar ts that span the spectrum. The company 

strives to work with numerous types of ar tists 
to develop its costumes and photography, 
helping to nur ture the ar ts community in 
Jacksonville. The premiere performances will 
be at 2:30 pm and 7:30 pm. Lazzara Perfor-
mance Hall in UNF’s Fine Ar ts Center, 620-
2878, www.DieselFusion.org

August 15 – 17 Comedian Anna Collins Anna 
Collins, as seen on VH1 with Long Island 
Mary, is the best-selling author of two books 
- A View from a Broad - The Collection and 
Women are from Bras, Men are from Penus. 
She has performed on television, radio, and in 
comedy clubs all over the country, including 
the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. Her column, 
“A View from a Broad” appears bi-weekly on 
Miamiar tzine.com. Along with co-host Peter 
Fogel, Anna’s radio show, “It’s BEYOND Com-
plicated! The Boomer Humor Radio Show” 
can be heard on Talkzone.com every Monday 
from 4 -5 pm. Anna’s humor is edgy, versa-
tile, and hilarious. Latitude 30, 10370 Philips 
Hwy, 365-5555, www.latthir ty.com 

August 18 – 27 TESTING: A WEEK IN THE 
LIFE OF AN EX-TEACHER A two-act comedy 
play based on the experiences of a former 
teacher and scorer of statewide standardized 
tests. A very timely play headline-wise. Read 
more on page 17. Fri. & Sat., Aug. 18 & 19 
and Aug. 26 & 27, 2011, at 8 pm. Admission 
is $10 per person. Vault Ar tspace + Gallery 
(in the former Atlantic Nat’l Bank building), 
121 W. Forsyth St. in downtown Jacksonville, 
314-5801, 246-0312
 
August 18 – 20 Comedian Jody Kerns Jody 
Kerns, as seen on TNN with Michelle Har-
rington, is a southern belle that kicks like a 
mule! Coming to the stage looking like a soc-
cer mom and then blowing you away with her 
take on kids, drugs, sex, marriage-you name it, 
she talks about it. She ain’t shy about nothing. 
She’s seen it all and done it all when it comes 
to living life, and she’ll be more than happy to 
tell you about it and then give you a lap dance. 
When she breaks out her guitar, everyone be-
comes a part of the show and they keep beg-

ging for more. Latitude 30, 10370 Philips Hwy, 
365-5555, www.latthir ty.com 

August 19 - September 3 Summer Classic: 
OUR TOWN Our Town is a three-act play by 
American playwright Thornton Wilder. It is 
a character story about an average town’s 
citizens in the early twentieth century as 
depicted through their everyday lives. Wilder 
sets the play in a 1930s theater and uses the 
actions of the Stage Manager to create the 
town of Grover’s Corners for the audience. 
Scenes from its history between the years 
of 1901 and 1913 play out. According to the 
script, the play is to be performed with little 
scenery, no set and minimal props. Says 
Wilder, “Our claim, our hope, our despair are 
in the mind - not in things, not in ‘scenery.’” 
Theatre Jacksonville’s  Harold K. Smith Play-
house, 396-4425, www.theatrejax.com

August 21 COURAGE LIVES! A concer t by 
the River City Men’s Chorus. All proceeds 
go to Wolfson’s Children Hospital - Beads of 
Courage. The concer t is free and open to the 
public. An offering will be taken at the conclu-
sion of the concer t. 4 – 7 pm. St. Paul’s by 
the Sea, http://www.facebook.com/event.
php?eid=192859677436648 

August 26 - September 10 THE LONESOME 
WEST Written by Martin McDonagh, and 
directed by Thomas Trauger, this show stars 
Kevin Rober ts, Jason Collins, Joe Walz and 
Kasi Walters. In this black comedy, bad-tem-
pered brothers Valene and Coleman relieve 
the boredom of life in a dead-end Irish village 
with incessant bickering and backstabbing, 
while idealistic young Father Welsh tries 
to redeem their souls. Is it a lost cause? 
(There was that wee bit of bother when Cole-
man blasted their father with a shotgun for 
criticizing his haircut.) Or is their battling a 
subversive expression of brotherly love? The 
acclaimed playwright of The Beauty Queen of 
Leenane finds unexpected humor and hope 
in a hilarious production. Players by the Sea, 
Jacksonville Beach, 249-0289, http://players-
bythesea.org

The Who’s Tommy at PBTS with Ross Frontz as Tommy, Anthony Bido, 
Rob Harrington and Gary Baker as body guards
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 We’ve seen our share of homegrown playwrights on the First Coast, but the opportunities for 
these artists have increased in the last five to ten years. There have always been underground groups 
producing theatre, away from the community theatre ventures, whose balance sheet can’t always 
take the risk. But social networking has made it easier for a playwright to find a venue and produce 
a play. Case in point, Steve Bailey’s Testing: A Week in the Life of an Ex-Teacher, which you can see 
this August at Vault.
 Testing is a comedy about a teacher who gets fired from from a broken school system and then 
goes on to work as scorer of standardized tests. He is, as the playwright puts it “slowly driven insane 
by the illogicality of it.” Bailey wrote, directed and will star in the comedy, which is based on his own 
experiences as a teacher and scorer of statewide standardized tests.
 Bailey calls it autobiographical and the character he plays shares his name, but the play fulfills 
too many revenge fantasies to truly be an autobiographical account. Teachers will love it, but any 
person who has ever had a bullying, smug boss will also find it fun. The social commentary on the 
school system is simplistic as it should be in light-hearted comedy, but you’ll find yourself nodding in 
agreement. Most classic comedies are satisfied with ending in a marriage to indicate the happy, but 
Bailey takes things a bit further.
 Asked how he managed to write, star and direct his own play, he begins by joking: “Mine is a 
long and tortured history...” Bailey has roots in the local alt theater community, and he heads up the 
local chapter of the Laurel and Hardy appreciation society. About six years ago he penned the parody 
play Plan 9 From Outer Space: The Ripoff. Steven Dare loved the play and allowed him to use the 
space at his entertainment and restaurant venue, the now-closed Boomtown. This is also not the first 
run for Testing, as he put it on a couple of years ago at Neptune Beach’s Senior Activity Center, where 
it was well-received. One of Bailey’s fans recently asked him to put the show on again, but he didn’t 
have a venue. Whereas ten years ago he would have had to rely on word of mouth, a single post on 
Facebook asking for a venue got the attention of Chaz Back, co-curator at Vault.
 Says Bailey: “I put it up on Facebook that I wanted to do this play and I didn’t have a venue. 
Literally the next day he said ‘keep in touch I might have something for you.’” Bailey didn’t know Chaz 
Back personally, but was friends with him on Facebook. He didn’t know that Back had enjoyed the 
theatre reviews that Bailey had written for the Folio Weekly about 20 years ago. Back liked his writ-
ing enough that he’s kept the clippings of some of his reviews and had been following his forays into 
theatre from Boomtown onwards.
 The Williams-Cornelius Vault Gallery space is located inside the basement vaults of the old At-
lantic Bank building. According to their website, this art display gallery is devoted to artists “on the 
verge.” Testing is a part of their month-long fundraiser for the arts in Duval County Public Schools. 
It’s also part of their effort to include different types of art at the venue. Says Beck of the choice to 
produce Testing: “One of the best ways to educate a community as to the benefits of great art is to 
make it as accessible as possible for all kinds of people, not just those who want to look at beautiful 
paintings, but also to those who want to experience the narrative of artists whose mediums include 
performance, music, spoken word, etc. as a part of their chosen palate.”

If You Can’t...
Steve Bailey’s Testing: A Week in the Life of an Ex-Teacher

By Erin ThursBy

Testing: A Week in the Life of an Ex-Teacher will be performed at Vault Artspace + Gallery 
121 W. Forsyth St. in downtown Jax, on Friday and Saturday, August 18 & 19 and August 
26 & 27, 2011, at 8 pm. Admission is $10 per person.
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Dish UpDate
where to eat, drink & be merry by erin thursby

 The Salt Life Food Shack is set to be a model for a franchise. Two of the beach-friendly 
restaurants are planned before 2012, but they hope to eventually open a total of twenty along 
Florida’s coasts.
 Seems low-cal frozen dessert shops are all the rage, or at least opening them seems to 
be. Tasti D-Lite should be open this month in 5 Points.
 Matthew Medure will be opening a casual restaurant in the Town Center of Neptune and 
Atlantic Beach at the old locale of the Bookmark. They’re in the remodeling phase now.

August 9 Farm to Table Dinner A wonderful evening of delicious food and great beer brought 
to you by Chew Restaurant and Intuition Ale Works to benefit the Sulzbacher Center! 6-8 pm 
Chew Restaurant 117 W. Adams St, 355-3793,  sulzbacherfarmtotable.eventbrite.com
 
August 19 Toast to the Animals The Humane Society will host the 13th Annual Toast to the 
Animals at the Omni Jacksonville Hotel. You’ll have the opportunity to sample 100 different 
varieties of wine and beer, hors d’oeuvres and desserts. Exciting trips, sports memorabilia, 
spa packages, gift certificates and more are featured in their live and silent auctions. Tickets 
are $40-70. You must be over 21 to attend. 6-9 pm. Omni Jacksonville Hotel
 
August 15-28 Eat Up Downtown See our article on this page. Participating restaurants 
each offer specially selected, three-course dinner menus for $25 per person. There are no 
coupons to clip or tickets to buy, simply view the menus online, select a restaurant and call 
the restaurant for reservations. Try a new restaurant or visit an old favorite and Eat Up Down-
town! $25 per person for a three-course meal, tax and gratuity not included. eatupdowntown.
com
 
August 26-27 Great Southern Tailgate Cookoff Barbeque cooking teams from across the 
country will compete for cash and prizes – and, of course, bragging rights! Bring your family, 
friends, and your appetite to Main Beach Park at Amelia Island and enjoy great entertain-
ment including live music from local and regional bands, appearances by Jaxson de Ville 
– the famous mascot of the Jacksonville Jaguars, arts and crafts, Gator Bowl best decorated 
booth contest, bean-bag-toss competition, kids zone, and a volleyball tournament – all while 
experiencing the thrill of the competition. Cheer on your favorite backyard team as they battle 
against other local teams in their own barbeque competition. 3-7 pm. Fernandina/Amelia: 
Main Beach gstailgatecookoff.com

is lively and fun and the menu is quite varied. ” According to Tutten, the atmosphere at bb’s is a lively one: 
“Whether socializing at the bar, celebrating an anniversary or grabbing a quick bite after work, our custom-
ers have a great time.”
  David Diaz, General Manager at River City Brewing Company commented, “There’s a lot more go-
ing on Downtown than people realize. You won’t know if you don’t go!” Eat Up Downtown is designed 
to expand awareness of all the great after dark amenities that are right on our doorstep. We asked David 
about some of the advantages to dining out Downtown. “First and foremost, I would say the great views of 
Downtown.” River City certainly has an excellent view of the river and they’re right next door to the newly 
re-vamped Friendship Fountain. Diaz says that diners “can enjoy the river and grab a nice meal at River City. 
You can have dinner, see the Fountain, park for free, and who knows, maybe take the Water Taxi to see a 
show Downtown.“
  Tutten also touts Downtown’s nightlife as an advantage for diners: “Jacksonville’s Downtown nightlife 
has grown exponentially in recent years. bb’s is a great option for dining before a concert, symphony, gal-
lery opening, etc. Most of our customers return after the performance for desserts and after dinner drinks.”
  We asked both their recommendation for a great meal to try during Eat Up Downtown. At bb’s it 
would be : the skir t steak... but leave room for dessert because the croissant bread pudding will be avail-
able (served with ice cream). While across the river at RCBC Diaz boasts about the honey mustard salmon 
served with corn couscous and a basil drizzle.
  As curious minds want to know, we had to ask both Jess and David: which restaurant other than your 
own would you recommend during EUD? Tutten’s choice was Chew, because they “do a great job getting 
local ingredients from local farmers,” something that bb’s tries to support as well. Diaz of River City Brew-
ing Company would choose Morton’s Steak House. “It’s a great place to get a steak,” says Diaz.
 Times were when Downtown Jacksonville was a thriving dining and entertainment destination with 
18 individual movie theatres and grand hotels featuring elegant dining and dancing to enchant and delight 
visitors. Eat Up Downtown brings that by-gone dining/movie experience back by teaming up with EU 
Jacksonville and DreamWorks Pictures to present a special advance preview showing of the new critically 
acclaimed film The Help, from the best selling novel by Katheryn Stockett. You can register for a pair of 
complimentary preview passes by sending your request to feedback@entertainingu.com.
    Don’t miss this annual opportunity to get out for an evening on the town. The price is right and our 
Downtown hospitality beckons. 
 
 

Hungry yet? You will be!
  Have you been putting off celebrating that special occasion or want to impress that special someone, 
but the wallet damage for a full-blown evening out has kept you ordering Chinese take-out or pizza? Help is 
here for those forlorn, white tablecloth food junkies, even if your budget is tight.
  For the fifth year, August 15 - 28, Downtown Vision, Inc. is dishing out exquisite cuisine at an afford-
able price during Eat Up Downtown, Downtown Jacksonville’s dining promotion. Eat Up Downtown will run 
for two weeks again this year with seventeen participating restaurants that have posted their menus online 
at www.eatupdowntown.com and are accepting reservations. For a mere $25 per person you’ll get an 
amazing three-course meal, tax and gratuity not included.
  From hip cafés to elegant steak houses, participating restaurants each offer specially selected, three-
course dinner menus for $25 per person. There are no coupons to clip or tickets to buy, simply view the 
menus online, select a restaurant and call the restaurant for reservations. Try a new restaurant or visit an 
old favorite and Eat Up Downtown!
  We asked some of Eat Up Downtown’s participating restaurateurs about their take on this annual din-
ing experience.
  Jess Tutten, Manager at bb’s explained, “We’ve participated every year. Since knowledge of our 
restaurant is largely shared by word-of-mouth, this allows a larger population that might not work or live 
near us to enjoy the bb’s experience.“ With a great variety of cuisines and dining experiences Downtown, 
Jess delights at the differences, saying that “Every restaurant has a different feel to it. Variety is the spice 
of life! Almost daily we have first-time customers come in and rave about their experience. Our atmopshere 

bb’s 

Basil Thai & Sushi

Benny’s Steak & Seafood  

Café Nola

Casa Dora  

Chart House 

Participating restaurants in Downtown Jacksonville

RESERVATIONS & MENUS:  www.eatupdowntown.com

Chew Restaurant  

Cinco de Mayo   

Indochine

Juliette’s Bistro   

Koja Sushi

Morton’s The Steakhouse

River City Brewing Com-

pany

University Club

Vito’s Italian Café

Wine Cellar

Zodiac Bar & Grill

Eat Up Downtown – aUgUst 15-28
by ross Preston

Cafe nola
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life is calling.

(904) 359-5433 | fscj.edu/answerlife

answer life.

You’re looking for a better future. You know a college 

degree is a way to that future. Maybe you’ve been busy 

with work or family and wonder if you can make it 

happen. The answer is yes. Florida State College offers 

you a chance at a great education, to make smart choices 

and to make the life you want. Consider this: college 

graduates earn, on average, almost a million dollars more 

over their lifetime than high school graduates.* 

Don’t put your dreams on hold. Enroll today.  

Call Florida State College at (904) 359-5433 or  

visit fscj.edu/answerlife.

*U.S. Census Bureau Report. The Big Payoff: Educational Attainment and Synthetic Estimate of Work-Life Earnings. 

Florida State College at Jacksonville is a member of the Florida College System. Florida State College at Jacksonville is not affiliated with any other public 
or private university or college in Florida or elsewhere.

Florida State College is a division of Florida State College at Jacksonville. Florida State College at Jacksonville is accredited by the Commission on Colleges 
of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (“SACS”) to award the baccalaureate and associate degree. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 
1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097, or call (404) 679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Florida State College at Jacksonville.

Wafaa and 
Mike’s Cafe

By Orin HeidelBerg

 Thanks in large par t to Jacksonville’s sizable Arab-American population, we have plenty of 
options when it comes to food with a Middle Eastern flair. Around here, we love to fill up our bel-
lies with falafel and our lungs with hookah smoke, which is why restaurants like Layla’s and The 
Casbah do decent business and enjoy a loyal customer base. Likewise, the pita-wrapped steak-
in-a-sack and its cousin, the camel rider, have emerged from the beloved Arab-American delis of 
Jacksonville to become what are arguably our city’s signature sandwiches. I mention all of this 
simply to underline the fact that Duval’s restaurateurs and eaters alike have high standards when it 
comes to Middle Eastern fare. 
 Never theless, Wafaa and Mike’s Café, located on Main Street in Historic Springfield, is poised 
to become your new favorite Middle Eastern restaurant. Trust me, I’m not kidding around. Despite 
the fact that you won’t find camel riders anywhere on the menu, you will find some of the best 
Middle Eastern food in Nor th Florida. Though they’ve been open since 2009, Wafaa and Mike’s is 
still considered “hidden gem” territory by many. During weekday lunch, the no-frills dining room is 
populated by downtown office-types and blue-collar workers, all hunkered over enormous kebab 
platters and paper-wrapped gyros. There’s a small television set in the corner, usually tuned to day-
time talk or a weather radar. Large storefront-style windows look out onto the enter taining stream 
of Springfield foot traffic and small, clear panes near the ceiling let in lots of natural light. Although 
the decor is sparse, it’s a bright place to sit and eat. 
 Oh, and eat you shall. At my last visit to Wafaa and Mike’s, I ordered the chicken kebab plat-
ter ($12.99) and my eating companion chose the falafel combo ($10.99). Platters come with your 
choice of hummus and tabbouleh or salad and fries, along with a basket of warm, soft pita on the 
side. Although the fries are just fine, we opted for the hummus and tabbouleh with our platters 
because you’d be a weirdo not to. My chicken skewers arrived atop a bed of lettuce with chopped 
tomato and slivered onion (so you basically get a salad anyway). The whole shebang was flanked 
on either side by the hummus and tabbouleh. Same setup with the falafel platter. Both platters were 
garnished with slices of pickled turnip and a few hamburger dills. The kebabs were plump, juicy, 
masterfully seasoned, and grilled, as they say, to perfection. My companion’s falafel was piping 
hot, crispy on the outside, and delightfully airy on the inside. The tabbouleh was lemony, fluffy and 
fresh, and the hummus was velvety, arriving with a generous pour of olive oil on top. If you’re not 
keen on that, make sure to ask for yours without. Also, please don’t ignore those purple pickled 
turnip slices. They’re not just garnish-- they’re delicious! 
 This seems like a good time to mention that the service at Wafaa and Mike’s is wonderful. It’s 
a family establishment where they greet you warmly, keep your drink full and always, always ask 
if you enjoyed your meal. It’s obvious that they love the food and want you to love it too. Final ver-
dict: as a food enthusiast and serious glutton, Wafaa and Mike’s Café has become one of my go-to 
eateries. The food is consistently excellent and you get a ton of it. Now, go for th and eat!

1544 N Main Street  (904) 683-8313
Hours: Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.  www.wafaamikescafe.com
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Jacksonville
Chowder Ted’s 
(5215 Heckscher Dr, Jacksonville) Where 
else can you order an actual pot of chowder? 
A true hidden gem tucked in the St. Johns 
River estuary. You can work up an appetite by 
paddling the area first! Need to rent a kayak? 
We suggest Kayak Amelia (kayakamelia.com) 
Cash Only. Menu items hover around $6!

singleTon’s seafood 
shaCk
(4728 Ocean St, Atlantic Beach) There is 
a reason Guy Fieri of the Food Network’s 
show Diners, Drive-In’s and Dives stopped at 
Singleton’s Seafood Shack. It is that wonder-
ful combination of a dive with great food, and 
riverfront views! Take the Mayport Ferry ($5 
per car) to the other side when you are done. 
Its a fun way to travel with the whole family! 
You can enjoy the day at my favorite beach 
off Heckscher Drive: Little Talbot State Park. 

safe harbor seafood 
MarkeT
(4378 Ocean St. # 3, Atlantic Beach) Pick 
up the freshest seafood at this combo market 
and restaurant located next to the coast guard 
in Mayport. You can sit and enjoy your meal 
while watching the ships come into the river! 
Meals range from $8-$20. safeharborseafood.
com 

The JaCksonville landing 
& norThbank riverwalk
Grab some sushi, wings, or bring a snack. 
The Landing offers killer night-time views of 
the river. You can see the bright blue Main 
Street bridge and the newly restored and col-
orful Friendship Fountain!

souThbank riverwalk 
Choose from top restaurants in the city, or 
pack a picnic and sit at Friendship Fountain 
and get a great view of dolphins jumping in 
the daytime or the bright lights of the Landing 
at night. Friendship Fountain has been newly 
restored and offers a show complete with mu-

sic and lights every night at 8:30 pm. 
Southbank Eats: Ruth’s Chris, Char t House, 
River City Brewing Company

harpoon louies 
(4070 Herschel St, Jacksonville) I love this 
restaurant! Their food is delicious, and the 
staff is super friendly. You can sit inside and 
play pool, or head out to their deck that over-
looks Fishing Creek. I recommend their Turkey 
Club Panini that is in a croissant! Entrees 
range from $6-$15. harpoonlouies.net

whiTey’s fish CaMp 
(Doctor’s Lake, 2032 CR 220, Orange Park) 
When I think fish camp, I think fried. Deep 
fried that is. Whitey’s delivers, but also 
throws some curve balls like pineapple slaw 
and fresh mozzarella salad. So get some fried 
fish with a side salad and enjoy this super fun 
spot on Doctor’s Lake. Whitey’s offers a boat 
dock, beer pong, and live music! Menu items 
range from $6-$30 (crab leg dinner). whit-
eysfishcamp.com

Clarks fish CaMp
(12903 Hood Landing Rd, Jacksonville) I 
hear t Clark’s. Seriously, I love it! There is no 
other place like it on the river. I must warn 
you first time visitors, they do showcase quite 
a large collection of real stuffed animals. No 
one told me that and I had to take a deep 
breath on my first visit. But once you embrace 
it, you will appreciate the uniqueness of it. I 
take all out of town visitors to experience the 
wonder. As for the menu, you can literally get 
anything you can think of including; snake, 
gator, eel, tur tle, or ostrich, all fried of course! 
I think the have the best hush puppies around. 
Clarks offers stunning views of Julington 
Creek from their dining area or on their deck, 
and a boat dock and launch. Almost every-
thing is around $10. clarksfishcamp.com

ouTbaCk Crab shaCk
(8155 County Rd. 13 N, St. Augustine) 
Nestled in Six Mile Creek, this restaurant has 
great food with plenty of outdoor seating with 
water views. You can come by boat and dock 
at their huge 1500 foot dock! I love walking 
along the dock to look at all the varieties of 
aquatic plants and birds!

South of Jacksonville
Corky bells
(2 locations - 1049 Floyd St, Green Cove 
Springs; 185 South Hwy 17, East Palatka) 
Enjoy your favorite seafood a variety of ways; 
blackened, broiled, fried, and grilled. Corky’s 
offers Reggae Thursdays, and their own bass 
tournament! Menu items range between $8-
$15. corkybellsseafood.com/

angel’s diner
(209 Reid St, Palatka) The oldest diner in 
Florida does not disappoint! As you pull up, 
you will notice it is a former train car and you 
will step back in time as you enter. You can 
even pull up and “honk for service!” True to 
all diners it is open 24 hours! The diner offers 
all the classics like burgers, and local dishes, 
such as catfish. Located a block or so from 
the river so you can enjoy the views. 

3 bananas
(11 South Lake St, Crescent City) Enjoy the 
third largest lake in the state while you bask in 
the fun that is 3 Bananas! Menu items are di-
verse and sure to please everyone and include 
taco salad, jerk chicken, wraps, and more. You 
can play trivia and get married there. Do you 
need more reasons to go? 3bananas.com

blaCkwaTer inn
(55716 Front St, Astor) We eat dinner at this 
wonderful riverfront restaurant on our 2-Day 
Eco-Heritage boat trips. Everyone always 
loves it! Blackwater has a a variety of menu 
items and great fish specials. Oddly enough, 
I really like their salad bar! Enjoy the topside 
bar that offers live music and the use of their 
boat dock. Menu items range from $8-$20 for 
an entree. blackwaterinn.com

shady oaks
(2984 Old New York Ave, Deland) You will 
pull up to this place and wonder why the heck 
I told you to come here. I have a one word 
response. CATFISH! If you like catfish, this 
is THE place to go! It is right on one of the 
smaller por tions of the river, so wacth for 
some birds while you enjoy your meal! Menu 
ranges from $10-$15. 

foodie Tour of The 
sT. Johns

highbanks Marina 
(488 West Highbanks, DeBary) Highbanks 
has it all-- campground, store, boat rent-
als, water access, and a fun restaurant 
appropriately named The Swamp House. 
Enjoy the full swamp experience in this 
pocket of fun in the central por tion of the 
St. Johns. campresor t.com 
 

rivership roManCe 
dinner/brunCh Cruises
(Sanford, Fl) Enjoy a lovely meal while 
you cruise on the St. Johns River star t-
ing in Lake Monroe. They offer moonlight 
dancing trips, brunch, and family days. 
They also have Internet specials, and you 
get a free trip if it’s your bir thday! Indi-
vidual prices range from $38-$54. river-
shipromance.com

Picnic Spots on 
the River
huguenoT park
(10980 Heckscher Dr, Jacksonville) Pack 
up a dinner and watch the sunset while 
you watch container ships head into the 
river. 

friendship founTain 
(Southbank Riverwalk) Newly restored 
park offers more greenscape, seating, and 
a nightly light and music show from 8:30-
10pm. I say grab desser t at b.b.’s and get 
your seat at a picnic table!

MeMorial park
(1620 Riverside Ave, Jacksonville) De-
signed by the same family that designed 
Central Park in New York City, this park 
offers spectacular river views at all 
times of the day! It is hands down my 
favorite place to just sit and enjoy the 
river. I recommend packing a breakfast 
and watching the sun rise through the 
oaks. 

Being a foodie myself, I went a little out of control on this month’s assignment. What I love most 
about the great places along the St. Johns River is the old Florida atmosphere I have come to expect. 
That relaxed, sipping a glass of sweet tea while you say “Hey Y’all!” kind of atmosphere. I hope you 
enjoy some new food adventures at these unique places hidden along the beautiful St. Johns River.

by Kelly Savage, Community outreaCh DireCtor for St. JohnS riverKeeper

Whitey’s fish Camp
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Directed by Andrew Dickson

Theatre Jacksonville’s 
Summer Classic in San Marco

“Beautiful and remarkable...
one of the sagest, warmest and most deeply human scripts 

to have come out of our theatre...”
– NY Post

SponSored in part By the State of florida, department of State, diviSion of 
Cultural affairS, the florida CounCil on artS and Culture, the national 
endowment for the artS, the City of JaCkSonville, and the Cultural 
CounCil of Greater JaCkSonville, inC.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY AT 8pm | THURSDAY AT 7:30pm | SUNDAY AT 2:00pm

BOX OFFICE (904) 396-4425 | www.theatrejax.com

AUG. 19  3, 

by Thornton Wilder

The Bayard Café
by anna rabhan

 

old-sChool dining
 Sometimes you just want pancakes. Not 
triple chocolate nut banana frou-frou pancakes, 
just some really good hotcakes with a little 
maple syrup. And you don’t want to pay 10 
bucks to enjoy them with coffee either. There 
aren’t many places around anymore that fi t the 
bill because what you want isn’t a restaurant, 
it’s a café – the Bayard Café, to be specifi c.
 The Bayard Café is all about good, hearty 
food at a good price. It’s just that simple. Even 
fi nding the place is simple! As their page on 
360Jacksonville.com (www.360jacksonville.
com/Restaurants/BayardCafe.html) says, 
“When you get to Bayard, you’re there.” You 
can’t miss it on Philips Highway, directly 
across from Old St. Augustine Road. It’s not a 
“destination” part of town, but if you’re travel-
ing through on the way to St. Augustine or 
Daytona at the crack of dawn, there’s no better 
place to stop for a hot breakfast.
 The joint is small, with only about 12 
tables and four bar seats. It’s less than a year 
old and in a brand new corner unit, so it’s 
clean and full of light. The walls are decorated 
simply, but the dessert case is not! They only 
serve dinner on Saturday night, so one won-
ders why they bother with wine and beer. It 
does give diners the option though. Their focus 
is on breakfast and lunch. Lunch and dinner 
are comfort foods – hamburgers, ribs, spa-
ghetti, mac and cheese. They’re open seven 
days a week and serve breakfast all day. How 
can you not love that?
 On a recent breakfast visit, the waitress 
was friendly, helpful and patient as she en-
dured my and my companion’s indecision. 
Finally, I chose the breakfast cup of grits, 
eggs, sausage and cheese, and my companion 
chose the Bayard breakfast platter with eggs, 
bacon, biscuit and home fries. The kitchen 
accommodated all of his requests perfectly 
– eggs over well, extra crispy bacon, lightly 
fried potatoes, mix the orange and cranberry 
juice please. Whew!
 My breakfast cup was a perfectly warm 
and fi lling delight. The grits were clearly of the 
slow-cooked variety, not instant. The sausage 
was just spicy enough and moist, and the 
scrambled eggs were perfectly done. Although 
it was all in a bowl together, this was not the 
greasy mess you get at a drive-through. My 
companion had no complaints either and said 
that the biscuit was especially buttery and 
delicious. Even better, the waitress seemed to 
know just when to refi ll my coffee. At $13 and 
change, the bill was almost a pleasure to pay. 
We could hardly believe we’d gotten such good 
food and service at such a good price.
 The Bayard Café seems to be a hit with its 
neighbors as well. As their Facebook page and 
neighborhood buzz indicate, they have quite a 
few regulars. Mandarin business owner Dana 
Edmonds says, “My friends who go there love 

it. They live right near there, and they go all the 
time. They say [Bayard has] really good ser-
vice.” Their service, honest product and great 

prices refl ect the best of what a good locally 
owned business should be. Check them out; 
you’ll be glad you did!

RIVER EVENTS

What’s in a Name? Friday, August 
5th 6-8pm at Bold City Brewery. The 
Young Professionals Group for St. 
Johns Riverkeeper needs a name! 
Join us at this awesome local brew-
ery and contribute your ideas to the 
brainstorm. Some great Bold City brew 
might get your creative juices flowing! 
Write your idea on the provided slips 
and then we will all vote on the top 
three at 8pm! The winning selection 
will win a FREE membership to our 
group!

River Trivia Wednesday, August 24th 
6-8pm at Intuition Ale Works. Join the 
newly formed young riverhuggers for 
a fun night at this local brewery. You 
will leave with new river friends and a 
great knowledge of our river.

Rain Barrel Workshop  Thursday, 
August 25th 6-8pm at Museum of Sci-
ence & History (MOSH). Sign up for 
our last rain barrel workshop! You will 
learn why reusing rain water is good 
for your plants, your pocketbook, and 
the river. You will leave with your own 
completed rain barrel! $55 per barrel.
Spots are limited. Reservations and 
pre-payment are required by contact-
ing Kelly: 904.256.7613

History Boat Trip Saturday, September 
3rd 10- Noon, For t Caroline to Kings-
ley Plantation (return to For t Caroline). 
We will travel back in time and learn 
about Nor theast Florida’s rich history 
while we travel between these two 
wonderful National Parks. Spots are 
limited. Reservations are required by 
contacting Kelly: 904.256.7613

Elite
  Elegance
· Private Pole Dancing 
· Burlesque
· Bachelor/Bachelorette Parties
· Special Event Companions

Analee’s Escorts
904.737.6969

www.analeesescorts.com

Please email your questions, comments or suggestions to anna@eujacksonville.com.
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HuH? WHat is steampunk?
 If you’ve ever read Jules Verne or H.G. Wells, you’ve encountered descriptions of Steampunk. 
If you’ve ever seen Brazil or The Wild, Wild West or Dune or Fullmetal Alchemist, you’ve seen the 
Steampunk aesthetic visualized. If you’ve played the computer game Myst or one of its many de-
rivatives and imitators then you’ve interacted with elements that might be called Steampunk. And if 
you’re for tunate enough to remember the late, great 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea ride at Disney 
World, you’ve seen Steampunk up close.
 Steampunk is an aesthetic increasingly popular in our digital world because it cherishes physi-
cal interactions and mechanisms which are visible. Those today who might choose to wear an ana-
log wristwatch with exposed gears in favor of relying simply on their phone for the time are dipping 
their toes into the shallow end of Steampunk appreciation. Full-on Steampunk is an imagining of 
how the Victorian era would conceptualize futuristic gadgets.

eureka! steampunk at tHe karpeles
	 The Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum (101 W. 1st Street, at the border of downtown and 
Springfield; Tues-Fri 10-3, Sat 10-4) presents a superb venue for hosting a Steampunk ar t exhibit, 
as it will be doing from August 2 until September 30. Assemblage sculptor Jim Smith (smithjar t.
com) has constructed a narrative surrounding the works which will be on display, incorporating 
references to famous figures of the past. Our Karpeles is one of nine Karpeles Manuscript Libraries 
throughout the United States, preserving and displaying original historical documents. 
 You may have seen the original Declaration of Independence on display and never thought 
about the millions of other interesting historical documents that still survive! Those other notes and 
letters may not have the significance of the Declaration but can often give us a glimpse into the 
way people in the past really lived, felt, and communicated.
 Currently on display at the Karpeles are letters from Sir Ar thur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdi-
ni. Smith says, “in their time both were as big as any rock star of today. I have made several works 
just for this show that relate to these two men.” In fact, the conceit of the whole exhibit is that the 
devices on display were salvaged from a derelict storage facility belonging to the Conan Doyle fam-
ily. On the evening of the Reception, September 9, 5-9 pm, actress Jan Sherman will be present 
por traying Martha Doyle Jennings, an imagined great-granddaughter to Sir Ar thur Conan Doyle. 
Presumably she will expound upon what Smith presents as the exhibits “Legend” -- that the objects 
were collected by the Conan Doyles from the late 19th and early 20th Centuries. 
 

serious Fun
 In a brief conversation with the ar tist, Smith said of Steampunk, “We know we’re being silly” 
and “It’s not frivolous and silly.” These statements both made sense to me, in context. The first 

was an acknowledgement of the ar tifice at play; Steampunkers live squarely in the real world, and 
are often extremely proficient with modern science and technology. At the same time, Smith’s 
Steampunk sculptures have an appearance of serious functionality, unlike say a Rube Goldberg 
contraption which adds layers of whimsy onto a mundane task. Steampunk is quite the opposite, 
imagining a fantastical function accomplished by complex (but realistic) gears, tubes, levers and 
other mechanisms. The resulting sculptures have been painstakingly researched by Smith, who 
claims “you almost have to become a historian in order to make these things.” There is some room 
for whimsy in the decorative elements of the pieces, which are true to the Victorian aesthetic. “Why 
just have a leg if you can put a claw on it?” Smith summarized.
 One overarching goal of the Steampunk movement is tapping into an exciting period of history 
fraught with romance, danger and possibility. Smith invoked a time when almost every day a new 
discovery, invention or cure was being announced -- not by a corporation, university or govern-
ment -- but by individuals. It is this Victorian optimism that Steampunkers hope to tap into to in-
spire us today. For more information on Steampunk and its influence on literature, fashion, illustra-
tion, music, fine ar ts and several upcoming films, see Steampunktribune.com. There is also a local 
enthusiast group, the Cowford Steampunk Society (thesteampunkempire.com/group/thecowford-
steampunksociety), which is quite active. Jim Smith’s exhibition, EUREKA: Steampunk, Collages & 
Assemblages, runs through September 30 at the Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum.

Do You Feel luckY, Steampunk?
by Rob Middleton
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art events
August 2 - September 30 Eureka Steampunk 
at the Karpeles Jim Smith fabricates not only 
Steampunk sculptures, but he also creates sto-
ries that blend real history, some science, and a 
sense of romance, similar to a historic novel but 
in a visual representation. Jan Sherman will add 
her style and grace to the evening as she plays 
the role Doyle’s great-granddaughter on the night 
of the reception, September 9th. Read more on 
page 22.  Karpeles Museum, 101 West 1st St, 
356-2992

August 3 Pop-up Galleries in Main Street Park 
Four large-scale temporary galleries will be in-
stalled in Main Street Park, behind the downtown 
Main Library on Wednesday, August 3. They will 
be on display until August 17. Performances, 
digital projections and other events will take place 
at the opening of the galleries August 3, during 
ArtWalk from 5 pm – 10 pm. The Pop-up Galler-
ies are a project of Art in Strange Places, a local 
artistic movement. The installation in Main Street 
Park was coordinated with the help of the Cultural 
Council of Greater Jacksonville, the City of Jack-
sonville and the Art in Public Places Committee. 

August 3 First Wednesday Art Walk, Now We’re 
Cooking Stop by Snyder Memorial to catch the 
Oscar-winning animated film Ratatouille at 5 pm 
and 7 pm. Visit Jacksonville and enjoy tastings 
with chefs from the Renaissance World Golf Vil-
lage Resort. Café NOLA will present a sneak peak 
of their Eat Up Downtown menu. Florida Theatre 
features the 5th Annual Uncommon Music...for 
a Common Cause showcase. Check out MOCA 
Jacksonville’s “Killer art” on display at Project 
Atrium: Melanie Pullen! Don’t miss Southlight 
Gallery now at corner of W. Forsyth and N. Laura 
featuring a new series by figure and portrait art-
ist Tony Wood. Celebrate culinary art at these 
participating Art Walk restaurants: Burrito Gallery, 
Benny’s Sandwich Shop & Gifts, Chew, Farah’s 
Uptown, International Café, Olio, KOJA Sushi and 
Zodiac Bar & Grill. 5-9 pm. Rain or Shine. Free 
street parking after 6 pm. downtownjacksonville.
org or DTJax.org by mobile phone  

August 5 High Tide Gallery High Tide Gallery 
focuses on locally-made coastal art by 40 St. 
Augustine-area artists and also sells collectible 
vintage surfboards. Award-winning artists and 
guitarist Richard Kuncicky will be on hand to meet 
and greet Art Walk customers and refreshments 
from The Tasting Room will be served from 5-9 
pm. High Tide Gallery, 51 Cordova St at Hypolita, 
829-6831, www.TheHighTideGallery.com. 

August 5 Stones in the Water The Society of 
Mixed Media Artists presents ‘Stones in the Wa-
ter’ an exhibition of contemporary mixed media 
artwork reflecting the history and images of the 
Jacksonville beaches. On exhibit thru October 3rd 
at the Beaches Museum and History Center in 
Jacksonville Beach. Opening Reception is August 
5th, 5 - 7 pm. The Beaches Museum & History 
Center, 241-5657, www.bm-hc.com

August 20 Dawn of the Montana: A Street Art 
Event Reddi-Arts is pleased to announce the 
addition of Montana Gold Acrylic Spray Paint to 
its broad selection of artist mediums. The Street 
Art Event will feature product demos, live music 
and prizes. Live painting will be showcased on 
large canvasses, an exterior wall, a car and other 
surfaces. Visitors will have an opportunity to try 
their hand at using the aerosol paint too! 9:30 
am-6 pm. Reddi-Arts, 1037 Hendricks Ave, www.
reddiarts.com.

August 25 Inter-dimensional Photography & 
Sculpture Juried Show The Art Center Coopera-
tive is offering all sculptors and photographers an 
opportunity to share their own “fourth dimension” 
works in their next juried show. The entry deadline 
is August 18th and opening reception is Thursday, 
August 25th at The Art Center Premier Gallery 
at Bank of America Tower in Downtown Jack-
sonville. Full entry details and artist application: 
http://www.tacjacksonville.org/call.html
 
Thru Aug 26 Tom Baggs at JAXPORT Gallery 
Baggs work includes photography & computer 
based painting. From his earliest manipulations of 
imagery done with video processing equipment 
to today’s computer based artistic tools, Baggs 
has exhibited in Cincinnati, Dayton, Chicago, San 
Antonio, and for the past 3 years at the Public 
Library in downtown Jacksonville. JAXPORT Gal-
lery is located on the first floor of JAXPORT Head-
quarters, 2831 Talleyrand Ave, 357-3052, www.
jaxport.com/arts

Thru August 27 Spiritualism An exhibition of 
original manuscripts by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
and Harry Houdini reflecting their opposing view-
points on the Spiritualism movement. Admission 
is Free. Open Tue – Fri, 10 am – 3 pm, Sat 10 am 
to 4 pm. Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum, 
101 W. 1st St, 356-2992, kmuseumjax@aol.com

September 2-4 Jacksonville Tattoo Convention 
Witness amazing artists from not only the North-
ern Florida area, but from all over the country do-
ing incredible tattoos all weekend long. In addition 
to the great tattooing taking place, there will be 
vendors of all types as well as entertainment and 
activities. Don’t miss Mrs. Jacksonville Pin-up 
Contests, a live Burlesque show by Jacksonville’s 
own, Bada Bing Babes the music of Fusebox Funk 
and celebrity guests. Admission: $15 day or $35 
for the weekend. Renaissance Resort at the World 
Golf Village, www.conventionpros.com

Thru September 2 Emergent Works by Mark 
Moran, D. Lance Vickery & Troy Eittreim. The 
title, ‘Emergent’, befits three artists whose work 
exemplifies robust color, digitally influenced me-
dia, precision pen & ink, enhanced photography, 
wood, steel, iron, oil, paper, concrete, collages 
and the pages of a graphic novel. Cultural Center 
at Ponte Vedra, www.ccpvb.org, 280-0614

Thru September 30 Art & Soul Gallery Bright 
Ideas Show Bright Ideas presents local and 
regional female artists’ colorful illustration of 
the world. The Art & Soul Gallery is an ongoing 
series of exhibits by women artists. Educational 
workshops are offered concurrently with the ex-
hibits throughout the year. Jacksonville Women’s 
Center, 5644 Colcord Ave. 722-3000, www.wom-
enscenterofjax.org

Currently on Exhibit More Than a Game: African 
American Sports in Jacksonville, 1900-1975 
The Ritz Theatre and Museum opened a major 
African-American gallery exhibit last month. 
“More Than a Game: African American Sports 
in Jacksonville, 1900-1975” examines a chap-
ter of recent history that still resonates in the 
hearts and memories of three generations of this 
community’s African Americans and highlights 
the profound impact of the coach/student athlete 
relationship during segregation. From hundreds of 
donated photographs, documents and personal 
memorabilia (including “Bullet” Bob Hayes’ track 
shoes worn in the 1964 Olympics), the exhibit 
takes a look back at the legendary coaches, 

outstanding players and great events, like the 
incomparable East-West Classic football game on 
Thanksgiving Day. The Ritz Theatre and Museum 
hours are Tuesday-Friday, 10 am-5 pm, and Sat-
urday, 10 am-2 pm. Ritz Theatre and Museum, 
www.ritzjacksonville.org.

Thru August 28 Stranger In Paradise: The Works 
Of Reverend Howard Finster A self proclaimed 
“Man of Visions,” Finster was one of America’s 
most widely known and prolific self-taught art-
ists, producing over 46,000 pieces of art before 
his death in 2001. Thru August 28 Christina 
West - What a Doll Christina West works with 
the realistically rendered human figure, sculpted 
at a 3/4 life-size scale. Usually nude, but in some 
cases undressing, her figures illustrate a playful 
narrative that often places them in seemingly 
childish situations, or freezes them in moments of 
awkwardness or uncertainty. In the UNF Gallery 
at MOCA. Thru Nov 6 Project Atrium: Melanie 
Pullen For her series High Fashion Crime Scenes, 
Melanie Pullen focused on the violent past of her 
adopted city—Los Angeles. Particularly interested 
in the tumultuous years of the 1940s and 1950s. 
Her High Fashion Crime Scenes are based on 
vintage crime-scene images she mined from 
the files of the Los Angeles Police Department, 
the County Coroner’s Office, and other primary 
sources. MOCA Jacksonville, 333 North Laura St, 
366-6911, www.mocajacksonville.org

Thru August 14 On The Silk Road And The High 
Seas: Chinese Ceramics, Culture, And Commerce  
This exhibition tells the stories of why Chinese 

ceramics were so special at home and particularly 
abroad. Thru Octobter 1 New View: Interpreta-
tions of The Cummer Gardens Visual art students 
at Douglas Anderson School of the Arts created 
interpretations of works of art and the natural land-
scape. August 12 - December 20 One in Three: 
Let’s Solve Our Dropout Crisis Duval County has 
a serious dropout crisis. With a graduation average 
of 66.6% our public schools are below the national 
average. One in three public high school students 
fails to graduate in four years, and very few stu-
dents go on to graduate after the fourth year. The 
good news is that national and local research 
proves that students at-risk of dropping out can be 
identified as early as 6th grade, before they disen-
gage or fall significantly off-track. This exhibition 
will feature images, photographed by Jacksonville 
artist Ingrid Damiani, chronicling the compel-
ling challenges and successes of local students. 
Through use of photography and interviews, young 
people will be empowered to tell their stories, be it 
of challenge and struggle or overcoming and expe-
riencing success. The stories will highlight a variety 
of factors that can contribute to student success, 
including but not limited to: caring adults, effec-
tive support programs, and school- based best 
practices. Admission to the Cummer is free every 
Tuesday from 4 to 9 pm. Parents should check 
out Drop-In Art on Tuesdays from 5- 6 pm where 
children ages 4 to 10 will have the opportunity to 
explore the galleries or gardens and experiment 
with a different art process. Cummer Museum of 
Art & Gardens, 829 Riverside Ave. Info: 356-6857 
(general), 355-0630 (class reservations) or www.
cummer.org   

Street Art?
By Sara Cantor KavalieroS

 What is Art? The Up & Cummers are poised to ask this question once again with the fifth 
installment of their well received What is Art? series.  Previous What is Art? events have presented 
painting, photography, graphic design, and art as healing. Continuing this line of engaging explora-
tions into both traditional and unconventional modes of art, the What is Art? Street Art event will 
feature forms of self expression usually reserved for the streets. While the genre may have begun 
as a form of irreverent or territorial public communication, it has become legitimate. Graffiti art, 
associated with urban landscapes and hip-hop culture, has moved from the streets into private col-
lections. Major museums have also exhibited street art and graffiti art. Found on the sides of build-
ings and trains, on the inner walls of public and private spaces, as a mode of communication or 
self expression, crossing and bridging racial and economic divides, art genres born and developed 
in the street greatly influence contemporary culture and art.   As evidenced all over the world, in 
petroglyphs and pictographs, on the walls of Roman and Mayan structures, in caves in France and 
India, humans communicate and express themselves by placing forms and symbols on structures 
big and small. Head to the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens on Tuesday, August 23rd from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. for the exciting What is Art? Street Art event, featuring the talents and skills of local street 
artists and DJs. Food and beverages will be provided by local restaurants and brewers.

What is Art? Street Art  Tuesday, August 23, 6:30 to 9 pm, The Cummer Museum of Art & Gar-
dens. Members $15, Non-Members $25 (purchase online to receive a $5 discount, http://www.
cummer.org/entertainment/up_and_cummers.cfm) For more information or to purchase by phone, 
please call 899-6027.

“Bridge of lions at Sunset” color photograph by David launer ii of High tide Gallery
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 CoRK stands for a location: the Corner of Roselle and 
King. There is a lot of excitement happening in this once-ne-
glected corner of West Riverside. I’m a thir tysomething Jack-
sonville native and I have no clear idea of the border between 
West Riverside and Riverside. All I know is that one area is 
viewed as “good” and the other is “not”. Traditionally two meth-
ods have been used in America to separate “good” neighbor-
hoods from “bad” -- railroad tracks and interstates. Well, CoRK 
lies in a section bordered by the CSX rail line and I-10. Double 
jackpot, right? Who could appreciate an area like that? How 
about ar tists? Perhaps it is an example of “where beer goes, 
ar tists follow” (an old adage I just made up) but within walking 
distance of the Bold City Brewery there is now a 40,000 square 
foot warehouse full of ar tist studios and gallery space, the 
CoRK Art District (2689 Rosselle Street).
 The first stage of the buildout is complete and already 
fully occupied. Jim Draper is taking a 2400 square foot studio 
there in order to produce a new group of paintings which will be 
larger works. He seems excited that “the new space has a 50-
foot wall that I can work on.” Jen Jones, formerly of R Rober ts 
Gallery in Avondale, will be operating Jen Jones Ar t Consulting 
with her par tner Donald Dusinberre from CoRK. Sharla Valeski 
is moving her Next Gallery from Laura Street downtown to the 
new space. Other tenants include Paul Ladnier, George Cornwell 
Fine Ar t Printing, Noli Novak Fine Ar t & Illustration, Crystal 
Floyd and Jamie Jordan of Treefor t Creative.
 The largest space at CoRK is a 7200 square foot stu-

Think Jax is a 
CulTural WasTeland?

Put a CoRK in it!
By RoB Middleton

dio occupied by Dolf James, who spearheaded the effor t to 
make the building into a home for ar tists. He explains that the 
building’s owners, Mac Easton and Greg Boree, contacted him 
after seeing an ar ticle on his ar twork, wondering if their loca-
tion would be suitable for ar t studios. James liked the space 
right away and opted to take a por tion. The three conceived a 
plan wherein Boree and Easton would build out and divide the 
warehouse for separate studios if James would bring fellow 
ar tists there. “The idea of having the building filled with cre-
atives sounded great to me so I agreed,” says James. “Work 
was started immediately and the first stage was filled before 
they finished. The second stage is now under construction and 
should be ready in a few months.”
 The thought of so many ar tists working under one roof 
put me in mind of a previous entity, the Brooklyn Contemporary 
Ar ts Center. (Brooklyn is a neighborhood here in Jacksonville). 
Long ago at the turn of the century, the Brooklyn CAC occupied 
an old building at the corner of Park and Forest. I found out 
about it at a time when I was moving back to town and looking 
for a community of fellow ar tists. I will never forget dropping by 
there and being told by a studio occupant, “Yeah, this place is 
great! The state is tearing it down next month.” (In its place is 
now a retention pond.) I sought out ar tist Steve Williams, one 
of four original par tners at the Brooklyn CAC (including Draper, 
incidentally). “Brooklyn was amazing, 40 ar tists in two months 
filled the space up!” When asked about CoRK, in which Wil-
liams has no involvement, he said, “CoRK has the makings of 

being way cooler than Brooklyn and already is. Just the bones 
of it are world class, better than many setups I have ever seen.”
 The one thing every person I spoke to emphasized about 
CoRK was its great potential, as a working and exhibition space 
for the visual ar ts and other uses as well. The second phase 
hopes to include space for live music and performance ar t. 
Could this be Underbelly’s new location? (Wink.) It is encour-
aging to see a previously under-used section of Jacksonville 
opened up with authentic local endeavors. From Bold City to 
Intuition and now CoRK, good things are happening in formerly 
“bad” places!
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Sometimes good bands don’t come to us, so we have to go to them! Here are a few road-trip-
worthy shows to check out this month:

get outta town

local music news
Orange Park’s psychedelic four-piece Attis on the Pine is celebrating the release of their new CD Anna Meridiem: Patient 24 on 
August 5th with a blow out at Freebird Live. Opening the show is local comic Jake Head.  •  After the Bomb, Baby! recently 
committed their apocalyptic funk to CD, vinyl and digital media and will be at Burro Bar on the 13th for their release party.  • 
The Murray Hill Theatre is celebrating their 16th anniversary on August 13th with a massive show featuring some of the Jacksonville Christian 
scene’s best and brightest. The Wedding, Kaliyl, Second Thief, Reunion, Rejoice the Awakening, The Dundies, Quiet Science, A Jasey Project, Em-
brace the Empire, The Savvy, Nausicaa, Lights of Evening, The Tell Tale Heart, Arlynn and many, many more will be on hand to commemorate this 
very special bir thday.  •  Last but not least, Freebird Live will be hosting two nights of album releases this month. First on the 26th indie rock duo 
HILLvalley will be in the house in honor of their latest. Then on the 27th hip hop artist Ivan will unveil his new record with guests Koffe and Reco. 

August 1 Warped Tour Lakewood Amphitheatre (Atlanta, GA)

August 3 Far East Movement 1-800 ASK GARY Amphitheater (Tampa, FL)

August 4 Sixthman Summer Road Trip: Chuck Cannon / Tim Brantley The Social 

(Orlando, FL)

August 5 Goo Goo Dolls / Michelle Branch / Parachute Pompano Beach Amphithe-

ater (Pompano Beach, FL)

August 12 Bela Fleck & the Flecktones Chastain Park Amphitheater (Atlanta, GA)

August 13 Skillet Wild Adventures (Valdosta, GA)

August 14 Rockstar Energy Drink Mayhem Festival Cruzan Amphitheatre (West 

Palm Beach, FL)

August 16 Fleshgod Apocalypse / Whitechapel / Darkest Hour / Dying Fetus The 

Masquerade (Atlanta, GA)

August 17 Candy Hearts / Mixtapes WonderRoot (Atlanta, GA)

August 26 The Features The Earl (Atlanta, GA)

AUGUST 2
Ximena Sariñana Ximena Sariñana
Moonface Organ Music not Vibraphone like I’d Hoped
The Duke & The King The Duke & The King
Letting Up Despite Great Faults Paper Crush
Sanchez Love You More 
Direct Hit! Domesplitter
Keb Mo The Refl ection
The Wood Brothers Smoke Ring Halo
Justin Hines Days to Recall

AUGUST 9
Fleshgod Apocalypse Agony
The Birthday Massacre Imaginary Monsters 
Gary Clark Jr. Bright Lights

AUGUST 16
Jeff Bridges Jeff Bridges
Shwayze & Cisco Adler Island In The Sun 
The Parson Red Heads Yearling
Tom Freund The Edge of Venice
The New Rochelles It’s New!

Yellow Ostrich The Mistress
Psychostick Space Vampires Vs. Zombie Dinosaurs In 3D

AUGUST 23
Black Tide Post Mortem
I-Wayne Life Teachings 
Game The R.E.D. Album
Active Child You Are All I See
We Are Augustine Rise Ye Sunken Ships
Curtains for You After Nights Without Sleep
Young Circles Jungle Habits

AUGUST 30
Juliana Hatfi eld Speeches Delivered To Animals and Plants
Glen Campbell Ghost on the Canvas
TINARIWEN Tassili
The Wandas The Wandas
Glasses Malone Beach Cruiser
David Guetta Nothing but the Beat
Shadowside Inner Monsters Out 
The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus Am I The Enemy

album releases
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diablo sez...
EU’s Jack Diablo stays on top of the Jacksonville music scene so you don’t have 
to! Check in every month for album reviews, show recommendations and local 
music news. 

AFTER THE BOMB, BABY! 
ALBUM RELEASE PARTY
After wowing audiences across the nation thanks to their ap-
pearance on nationally syndicated Lex & Terry Show, ATBB! 
are set to release their fi rst full-length album. With hits such as 
“Jacuzzi Time” and “Backwards Frankenstein,” not to mention 
the Lex & Terry favorite, “Viper,” the only thing more entertain-
ing than listening to After the Bomb, Baby! is watching them 
live. August 13, Burro Bar

GOSPEL MUSIC, ADAM BALBO, 
TOBACCO PAT
Owen Holmes of the Black Kids new project Gospel Music 
takes the stage alongside rising local talent Tobacco Pat and 
solo singer-songwriter Adam Balbo all the way from San Fran-
cisco. August 26, Burro Bar

TIM KASHER
As frontman for legendary Saddle Creek bands, Cursive and the 
Good Life, Kasher has been singing tongue-in-cheek songs of 
domestic woe, suburban hypocrisy and powerful anthems for 
all drunken romantics. With an unmatchable wit and a fl air for 
literary references, he returns to Northwest Florida now under 
his own name. August 30, Cafe Eleven

821 N. First Street, Jax Bch
904.249-0007

bluesrockcafe.net

Jacksonville’s Only 
Oceanfront

Blues Rock Club

DENNIS McFADDEN
Elvis Impersonator@ 8:00

Frankie Day & The 
Blues Rockers

Sundays
JIM McKABA & HONEYCUT

UNCLE KENNY

MONDAY
Open Mic

THURSDAY Poker Nite
FRIDAY

Angel Colon
SATURDAY

August 4 ROCCO BLU
coming soon

CAT HOUSE | CLOUD 9
JIMMY HALL

.com

Sleep Like 
A Rock Star

BEACHFRONT 
HOTEL

ROOMS
AVAILABLE

Oceanfront
Reception Hall
Weddings · Banquets 
Corporate Gatherings

Catering

Sandwiches ∙ Wings
Breakfast ∙ Lunch

Dinner ∙ Late Nite

Piano Bar
w/Jim McKaba

David Gum
FULL LIQUOR
LIVE MUSIC
featuring music by

Frankie Day & The 
Blues Rockers

HAPPY HOUR 4-7
Every Day - Drink Specials

Aug 5 Chicken & Whiskey, Giving Up @ Burro Bar

Aug 7 Names Divine, TBA @ Burro Bar

Aug 8 Moths, Arc & Panther, Sleep Patterns, Stature @ 

 Shantytown Pub

Aug 9 Konami Code, Corporate Fandango, Shotgun Diplomacy @  

 Burro Bar

Aug 10  El Ten Eleven, The Globes @ Back Booth (Orlando)

Aug 12  Circus, Bastogne, Alex E, Yankee Stereo @ Burro Bar

Aug 13  Off With Their Heads, Dead to Me, The Riot Before 

 @ Back Booth (Orlando)

Aug 14  County Bucks, The Piss Shivers, TBA @ Burro Bar

Aug 19  Little Lo, Robin Rutenberg @ Burro Bar

Aug 20  Jackie Stranger, Luke Peacock @ Burro Bar

Aug 22  Nailbiter, Raley Creek, Shovel Fight @ Shantytown Pub

Aug 23  Wet Nurse, TBA @ Burro Bar

Aug 29  Seraphim, Swear Jar, Arc & Panther, Legacies @ 

 Shantytown Pub

Gospel Music

After the Bomb Baby

photo by jesse whitaker

Tim Kasher
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WELCOME BIKERS!

Open Daily 11am-2am · 829-9336

124 Charlotte St. • St. Augustine

www.tradewindslounge.com

Hooch
Friday & Saturday August 12-13 

Friday & Saturday August 19-20 

Friday & Saturday August 26-27 

RED RIVER

SPANKY

Sunday 1-4pm Sunday 5-8pm

KEITH
GODWIN

JUST WADE
Saturday 1-5pm

ELIZABETH ROTH

VOTED #1 BEST

IN LIVE MUSIC

5 YEARS MATANZASSunday - Thursday 9pm

Quick Draw

Monday-Wednesday,
Friday & Saturday 5-8pm

Friday 5-8pm

MARK HART
MARK HART

JIM CARRICK

Thursday 5-9pm
OPEN MIC W/

SPECIAL GUESTS

Friday & Saturday August 5-6 

 Matisyahu’s genre-blending music has garnered a steady following since he began touring in 
2004. His unique sound defi es categorization, combining Jewish-themed reggae, rap, punk rock, and 
hip-hop. He performs locally at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall on August 23, 2011 at 7:30 pm, accom-
panied by the band, Dub Trio, whose style also crosses musical boundaries by mixing dub effects 
with rock, punk, heavy metal, and electronic. Recently, Matisyahu took time out from a busy touring 
schedule to talk about what inspires him.
 Matisyahu, now age 32, says audiences have supported his music throughout his life. “From the 
time I was a kid, I was always performing in choruses and shows and things like that. I always felt I 
was getting a strong reaction.” These positive reactions continued after his family moved to Oregon 
when the musician was 18 years old. He began to build a following there by performing in coffee 
shops and at open mic nights.
 Success followed soon after signing his fi rst record deal in 2004. In 2006, the song ‘King 
Without a Crown’ and the album, Youth, broke into the Billboard charts. Another hit ‘One Day,’ was 
featured by NBC in a 2009 advertisement for the Winter Olympics. 
 Several aspects of Matisyahu’s music connect with people. He says, “I don’t necessarily think 
there’s one thing that makes it special. It’s unique in a lot of different elements.” 
 He claims ideas for his lyrics come from multiple places, but points to a collection of daily me-
diations on his website as a primary source. “If you click on my website and look into those over the 

BY DYLAN KLEMPNER

MATISYAHU
talks inspiration

past couple of weeks, you can see really where a lot of the inspiration for my lyrics comes from.” The 
text of the meditations are credited to Ephraim Rosenstein, who, according to the website, practices 
psychotherapy in Jerusalem and New York. “Every day we put out another idea, basically, and some 
of our discussions and our questions,” says Matisyahu.

 Inspiration for Matisyahu’s sound comes from the music itself, he said, and from musicians and 
producers he performs with. “When I hear the music, it has to have some effect on me for me to per-
form.” 
  “And now,” says Matisyahu “the music that’s inspiring me the most is the band that I’m playing 
with when you see me.” Dub Trio “has really tapped into something with me.”
 For his live shows Matisyahu and Dub Trio have reworked some of his songs “to the taste that 
I have now versus what I might have had fi ve or six years ago. “ Examples include ‘Ancient Lullaby’ 
and ‘Indestructible.’ The changes to other songs like ‘Warrior,’ are subtler. “It’s a subtle difference in 
the feel, the way the music is played. And that subtle difference may have a drastic impact.”

“I don’t necessarily think there’s one thing 
that makes it special. It’s unique in a lot of 

different elements.”
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     It’s tough to survive in such a fickle and viciously competitive business as the music biz. 
The newcomer must be, first and foremost, musically talented, street savvy tough, and willing to 
pay some heavy dues, riding out the ups and downs.
 Two relative newcomers graced the stage at Cow Patties in Yulee. Country rockers Sunset 
Circus were the headliners, with the Lauren Elise opening. Sunset Circus was holding their CD 
release party for their EP Party in the Sitcks, and filming for their first single music video. With 
catchy, danceable lyrics like “party in the sticks/ country boys and dixie chicks...” their brand of 
amped-up country music seems to be very North Florida. Elise is more subdued with a softer 
and sweeter pop country ballad sound.
 As I drove on the dimly lit A1A, just past Yulee, I spotted the big lit-up Cow Patties sign right 
off the highway. Contrary to my image of a rundown honky-tonk, the place is a roomy modern 
country theme club with a big dance floor and stage.      
 My interest was piqued by the young Lauren. When I recieved an email inviting me out to 
Cow Patties in Yulee, I checked Lauren out on her website and listened to her samples. I was duly 
impressed–enough so that I came out of semi-retirement to truck out to the boondocks of Yulee 
to witness her perform live.
 She just turned 15 and her mom, Stephanie, is aggressively managing and promoting her 
with the zeal of a proud parent. Recently Lauren’s been invited for a private audition for NBC’s 
The Voice. More significantly, Lauren has a natural altruistic nature by giving of her time as a fea-
tured artist at the Herbert Children Benefit to help four children who tragically lost their parents. In 
contrast, many teenage girls think the universe revolves around them.
 Lauren will be performing with her own band, the Lauren Elise Band and releasing original 
songs. The members of TLEB are: Lauren on lead vocals, Dustin Roberts on drums, Mike Lowe 
on bass, Gary Hicks on guitar, and Ricky Pope on keyboards. Many of Lauren’s songs have a 
gospel theme or subtle Christian message, which gives the music substance.
 The headliners Sunset Circus, offered a contrast to TLEB music, while still in the country 
genre. Two brothers, Scott and Darren Johns started up their band in January 2010. After chang-
ing the line-up, they’ve finally got things set with Scott Johns on lead vocals and guitar; Darren 
Johns backing him on rhythm and vocals; Mike Lowe on bass guitar and vocals and Dustin 
Roberts on drums. Live, they play a combination of their own original, hard-stompin’ country and 
covers of other musician’s work.
        Lauren’s a whisp of a girl, but she sings like a veteran artist. Her voice is still maturing so 
it will only get better. She has tons of charisma and knows how to work a crowd, which is an X 
factor with which you are gifted or not. Lauren is comfortable on-stage and exhibits a true love of 
performing. It’s that passion for her artistry that will take her far.
 You can listen to original music from both Sunset Circus and Lauren Elise on the website 
ReverbNation at reverbnation.com/sunsetcircus and  reverbnation.com/laurenelise.
 
          

 Like a well-aged whiskey, Antique Animals has only gotten better with time. Over the past year, 
there has been quite an evolution of this charming local group.  
 First they were a duet. The strumming of Joe Shuck’s guitar, combined with his catchy lyrics, 
were perfectly blended with the droning sounds of Alex Noll’s cello. A few months later they roped in 
the talents of stand-up bassist, Mike Boff-- and then there were three. With the plucking of his bass, 
Mike’s sound really added much to the dynamic duo. The three then dedicated their time to practicing 
and refining the Antique Animals’ sound, but still thought it needed more. Enter the newest members 
of the band: Angel Garcia on keys and Milan Algood on drums. With the addition of these two, the 
tunes are hovering close to perfection!  
 Their sound is so unique that it is hard to classify the genre. Joe writes all of the songs and then, 
collectively, the band refines the tunes. With a blend of folk, blues, indie, and classical hints from the 
strings, it is the perfect combination for good ol’ get-up-and-move-your-feet kind of music. They eas-
ily captivate their audiences, and the crowd is quickly up dancing and singing along to the carefree 
songs within seconds. The magical lyrics, combined with the perfect melodies, are so catchy that 
you are guaranteed to leave a show happily humming. 
 They have played in all the top spots in town, most recently Burro Bar, Lomax Lodge, Shanty-
town, Mojo No. 4, and The Loft.  However, their “natural habitat”, as Joe cleverly put it, is Underbelly. 
Not only have they performed there dozens of times over the past eighteen months, but, they were 
the last band to play at the old Underbelly, and it has been rumored that they will be the first band to 
play at the new location. 
 They have come quite a long way in a little over a year. In June, Antique Animals opened for 
Swedish indie rockers Junip. Plus, just back from a week-long tour of the Southeast, they are plan-
ning to get into the studio to do some serious recording in preparation to release their first full length. 
I know there are plenty of fans chomping at the bit to get their hands on these tunes. If patience isn’t 
your thing, you can go to your computer right now and find them on Facebook or YouTube to wet your 
whistle until the full length album is released. 

BackBend By antique animals
 My personal favorite song, ‘Backbend’, is a romantic little tune that just makes you just want to 
live life, have fun, and love and be loved in return. I had to know the roots of where this story came 
from. I asked Joe if he could fill me in on what sparked him to write this one and this is what he had 
to say:
 “It is all based on an actual conversation I had one night (and very early morning) with a certain 
young lady, just snippits of our first encounter. We talked about a lot interesting things and I wrote the 
song the next day, but all the topics in the song, like starting a circus in her parent’s carport and all 
were things we really discussed. Towards the end of the song I say “I’m glad we had this conversa-
tion, cause I have found it quite enlightening.” -Joe Shuck

party in the 
sticks

Sunset Circus & Lauren Elise Live at 
Cow Patties

 
By Rick GRant

antique 
animals

The Evolution of a Band
By Emily moody

photo by cameron beard

lauren Elise
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STEP 1: PURCHASE EQUIPMENT
 There are a ton of options when purchasing your equipment. 
If this is your fi rst time out, don’t get crazy. I know that American 
Tele (Fender Telecaster) looks and sounds sweet, but there’s no 
need to go for the gusto right out of the gate. You need to make 
sure this is something you are going to stick with, so save some 
bones by getting something reliable, but a little less pricey. The 
good folks at the big box music stores (George’s and Guitar 
Center) are normally pretty reliable.  If you tell them you want 
a solid beginner’s instrument and what style of music you’re 
planning on playing, they’ll point you in the right direction. Pawn 
shops and the independent buy, sell, trade shops (Discount Mu-
sic, Crazy Dave’s, Chip’s and Pro Music) are great, but be sure 
to bring someone that knows what they’re doing if you go this 
route. Although you can also get good deals online from catalog 
outlets like Sweetwater, you really should hold and play an instru-
ment before you purchase it. The catalog route is especially good 
for effects pedals, chords etc. Start with a guitar or bass, an am-
plifi er and a chord. I would wait to purchase effects pedals until 
you get really comfortable playing through your amplifi er (and 
that all important step of learning how to play). Drums more your 
thing? Prepare for a little more on the initial start-up costs, but 
remember you can keep it simple here; bass drum, snare, a tom, 
ride and crash. No need to get all John Bonham just yet.

STEP 2: LEARN HOW TO PLAY 
YOUR NEW EQUIPMENT
 I know there are certain bands with a surprising amount of 
success that makes the step of learning to play seem as if it’s in 
question, but it’s necessary. There are several routes to go. Les-

sons are a fairly standard starting place, but they can be timely 
and expensive. There are quite a few online tutorials and books, 
but you can get musically inclined friends to show you how. Mu-
sicians, for the most part, are eager to share (and show off) their 
techniques with fellow musicians - especially rookie ones. Don’t 
be afraid to ask...and when it’s your turn to share your tricks, 
remember to pay it forward. Tab is super easy to learn and is a 
good way to get started. Start simple, learn a few chords and get 
a few scales under your belt as you build calluses. Learning how 
to play along with a favorite song helps develop rhythm and will 
make you pay attention to things like tempo. And for crying out 
loud, fork over the $15 to buy a tuner.

STEP 3: F IND BAND MEMBERS
 Assembling the right band members is a delicate dance. In 
fact, Brian equates it with “A marriage, you fall in love, you fi ght 
over stupid things, you break up, you get back together. As long 
as the music is good, it’s worth the relationship.” It’s essential to 
initially establish what it is you want out of your band, ensuring 
everyone is on the same page. Essentially, fi gure out what your 
goals are. Some just want to get together and jam and using it 
as as an excuse to slug some beers. But if you want more out of 
it, to play live shows, maybe record, you need to establish that 
up front, so the commitment levels are all where they should be 
to achieve this. It’s never a bad idea either to discuss what kind 
of sound you’re going for, although sometimes it’s fun to simply 
jam and see where it goes.

STEP 4: PRACTICE
 Find a good practice space, and if it’s in a residential area, 
be sure to do a little soundproofi ng. You may want to mention 

STARTING A 
BAND 101

 So you want to start a band. Perhaps you were blown away by your last live music experience or 

maybe you want to fl ex your creative muscles. Possibly you just think it will land you adoration and free 

booze. Whatever the reason, I say go for it. You’re probably already picture yourself gracing a stage to the 

delight of thousands, shredding a tasty solo, saying “Thank you, Cleveland!” after a jaw dropping perfor-

mance, having artistic differences with your fellow band members, maybe landing a little heroin addiction, 

followed by a period of reinvention and a triumphant return. But hold your rock star pose, there are some 

important steps to get there.

 The helpful folks here at EU are so invested in Jacksonville art and culture that we’re laying out a 

simple how-to for you inspiring rockers. As with any other template, there is no one-size-fi ts-all approach, 

so we will gear this to more of a conventional rock band. Of course, you could consider my approach 

a bit antiquated and simply power up your laptop to make all the kids in the club go “Hey” and “Ho!” In 

order to bring a real air of expertise to this informative exercise, I spoke with veteran musician and band 

member many a time over, Brian Jerin. Brian has lent his talents to celebrated Jacksonville favorites like 

Smell of Wonder, Traveler’s Rest and most recently, Shangrala. He states that the single most important 

factor in starting a band is “A drummer that won’t bring their girlfriend to band practice.” It’s true, don’t 

introduce the Yoko factor.  BY BRENTON CROZIER

something to your neighbors or you could be getting a visit from 
a friendly JSO representative. If are serious about your craft, or 
the JSO ain’t so friendly, check out professional practice space at 
a space like Stay Tuned studios which you can rent by the hour...
and turn up the volume. Practice regularly, enjoy making sweet, 
sweet rock-n-roll music, and start convincing your signifi cant 
other that you can indeed make a living off your music. Be pre-
pared for said signifi cant other to leave you. It’s OK; all you need 
is your music!

STEP 5: NAME YOUR BAND
 When it comes to naming your band, Brian advises, “Just 
avoid using a number, a fruit, or a color in you band name, i.e. 
The 26 Papaya Blue. Other than that, you should be fi ne.” Saga-
cious advice indeed; I have nothing substantive to add.

STEP 6: CONQUER THE WORLD
 Do some recording and contact the fantastic local music 
venues about your band playing a show. Remember you have to 
pay your dues and that could mean a lot of week nights, opening 
for the opening act slots. Keep at it, and before you know it folks 
will be camping overnight to get tickets to the shows on your 
incredibly celebrated world tour*. Date models**, get crazy and 
enjoy the rock star spoils.

 In closing, Brian gives this warning to rookie bands, “Never 
cover a Beatles song.” It’s true, “You Can’t Do That.” Wow, my 
puns are “Getting Better.” “I’ve Got a Feeling” you’re not reading 
any longer. Good luck and we look forward to catching the show!

* There is an extremely slim chance of the whole world tour 
and people camping out for tickets to your show happening 
. . . and that’s putting it generously.

** This will definitely not happen. I mean, you’d have to be 
a complete idiot to think that there is any chance of this oc-
currence. In fact, you should probably try to get back with 
that significant other that left you.

photo by richard abrahamson
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see u there
EU’s Featured Music Events

AUGUST 3  Uncommon Music...for a Com-
mon Cause Now in its 5th year, Uncommon 
Music… For A Common Cause will feature 
Stephen Carey, a country singer with a rocker 
past; Jordyn Jackson & Shawn Fisher, two 
impressive solo ar tists together on one stage; 
Sam Pacetti, an acoustic guitar wizard; and 
Sunbears!, Nor theast Florida’s favorite indie 
pop duo.  Ar t with a Hear t in Healthcare has 
been named the beneficiary of this year’s 
event. Tickets: $10. Florida Theatre, 355-
5661

AUGUST 7  Reggae on the River The first 
Sunday of every month the Jacksonville 
Landing will host Reggae on the River, a fun 
concer t experience featuring some of Nor th-
east Florida’s best reggae bands. This month 
Johnny King and the Reggae Rockers will 
take to the stunning riverfront stage. You can 
also expect a vendor expo and tons of drink 
specials. This event is free and open to the 
public. Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188

AUGUST 8  Hillsong United Based out of 

Sydney, Australia, Hillsong United is a youth 
ministry comprised of kids in 7th grade and 
up. The worship team has released an album 
each year since 1999 and has steadily grown 
in popularity, becoming an international phe-
nomenon. Today the team travels the world, 
touring and holding conferences with thou-
sands of attendees. You can catch Hillsong 
United at the Times-Union Center on August 
8th. Tickets: $25- $40. Times-Union Center- 
Moran Theatre, 632-3373

AUGUST 12  Colonel Bruce Hampton with 
Duane Trucks Col. Bruce Hampton has been 
making music since he formed his first band 
in 1963. Since then, the Colonel has been in 
constant motion, leaving a trail of memorable 
live performances in his wake with bands like 
The Late Bronze Age and Col. Bruce Hampton 
& the Aquarium Rescue Unit. His latest act 
features equally seasoned musicians Nick 
Johnson, Duane Trucks and Kevin Scott. See 
this powerful team on stage at Mojo Kitchen 
on the 12th. Tickets: $10. Mojo Kitchen (Jack-
sonville Beach), 247-6636

AUGUST 19  Alison Krauss and Union Station 
As of the 2011 Grammy Awards, Alison Kraiss 
has won 26 Grammy Awards, making her the 
most awarded singer, the most awarded female 
artist, and tied for the third most awarded art-
ist overall in Grammy history. It’s little wonder, 
then, that her concert at the St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre on the 19th is sold out! For those 
lucky enough to have snagged tickets, you’ll 
also get to experience musical stylings of 
Dawes, a fairly new folk rock act based out 
of Los Angeles. St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 
471-1965

AUGUST 21  Slightly Stoopid California-based 
Slightly Stoopid describes their music as “a 
fusion of acoustic rock and blues with reggae, 

hip hop and punk.” Quite the combination. 
Over the years, the band has amassed an army 
of fans, topped the charts with their albums 
(most of which released via their own record 
label) and sold out top concert venues across 
the country. See them live at the St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre with special guests Rebelution 
and Shwayze & Cisco. Tickets: $35/advance, 
$40/day of show. St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 
471-1965

AUGUST 23  Matisyahu Emerging in 2004 with 
his debut album, Shake Off the Dust, Mati-
syahu’s unique style immediately gained him 
popularity. A Hasidic Jew dressed in a black 
suit with a broad-brimmed black hat worn over 
a yarmulke, and sporting a full, untrimmed 
beard, rapping to Jamaican style reggae beats, 
his diverse style garnered Grammy nomina-
tions, gold record certification and a broad 
audience. Experience this one-of-a-kind artist 
at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall this month with 
Trevor Hall. Tickets: $27.50/advance, $30/day 
of show. Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

AUGUST 26  Appleseed Cast Since forming 
in 1997, the Appleseed Cast has morphed 
from one of the definitive bands of the emo era 
into a group that’s continued to open up the 
possibilities of rock music. Whether cloaked 

in delicate melodies, atmospherics and in-
strumental experimentation, or stripped down 
to the band’s spin on the basics of rock and 
roll, with each new recording fans around the 
world have learned to expect the unexpected. 
The band is touring support of their recently 
released EP Middle States and will be at Jack 
Rabbits on the 26th. Tickets: $10. Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

AUGUST 27  The Peyton Brothers Four broth-
ers who grew up on Jacksonville’s Northside, 
the Peyton Brothers are well-known for their 
blend of folk and bluegrass. Their music has 
taken them all around the southeast, perform-
ing at some of the biggest festivals the area 
has to offer. They even had their own TV show 

on our local NBC affiliate, WTLV. See the tal-
ented family perform at E-Street this month. 
Tickets: $15. European Street Listening Room, 
399-1740

August 28 Daryl Hance Daryl Hance has 
stepped out from his 12-year long role as 
guitarist for southern rock and soul band JJ 
Grey & Mofro. A landscape decorated by an 
unrelenting sonic-blast of groovin’ rock and 
roll music built of humid-heavy blues-driven 
guitar grooves, fully-cranked funky riffs, sooth-
ing slide and acoustic guitars. All cushioning a 
very laid back and largely introspective vocal 
style atop thick bass lines and pocket-locked 
drums. Daryl will be at Land Shark Cafe, 246-
6024, www.myspace.com/landsharkcafe

photo by brato ganbeCol Bruce Hampton

Slightly Stoopid

Daryl Hance

Alison Krauss and Union Station
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music events

(Continued on page 32)

albums

AUGUST 1 
Not In the Face Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
Echo Movement / Fiction 20 Down / Danka 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
10 Years / Maylene & the Sons of Disaster  / 
Echoes the Fall / Shotgun Harbour Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
JB Scott’s Swingin’ Allstars European Street 
Listening Room, 399-1740
The Pledge of Cain / Churches Burn / Re-
mains Shantytown, 798-8222

AUGUST 2
John Thomas Jazz Group Culhane’s (Atlantic 
Beach), 249-9595

AUGUST 3 
Uncommon Music...for a Common Cause: 
Stephen Carey / Jordyn Jackson & Shawn 
Fisher / Sam Pacetti / Sunbears! Florida The-
atre, 355-5661
Dairy / Three-Brained Robot / Dream Love / 
Eastern Europeans Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
Michael Shackelford Culhane’s (Atlantic 
Beach), 249-9595 
Boomsong Sing-Along Jacksonville Landing, 
353-1188

AUGUST 4
Rod Picott / Amanda Shires European Street 
Listening Room, 399-1740
Random Act Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Juggalo Night Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850

AUGUST 5
Status Faux / Poor Richards / Ammo Nation / 
Caffiends / FFN Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Stewart Tussing European Street Listening 
Room (Southside), 399-1740
Attis on the Pine Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Paul Thomas / Royce Lovett / The Tell Tale 
Heart / The Final Goodbye / Lylith Bear Mur-
ray Hill Theatre, 388-3179 

Chicken & Whiskey / Giving Up Burro Bar, 
www.facebook.com/burrobar
Friday Musicale Summer Festival: Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Emerging Artists Friday Musicale, 
355-7584
Spanky Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Dune Dogs Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595
David Hollister / Kemistree Hyatt Jacksonville 
Downtown, 405-7333
Bay Street Band Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Matt Butcher / Rob Peck Café Eleven, 460-
9311 
Fatum Brothers’ Jazz Orchestra / Jake Pinto 
Trio Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 247-
6636
1st Friday Fusion w/Evenstill & Friends 
Poppy Love Smoke, 355-0891
Sintropolis Latitude 30, 365-5555  

AUGUST 6
Stewart Tussing European Street Listening 
Room (Southside), 399-1740
Martha’s Trouble / Geej Langlois Riverside 
Arts Market, 554-6865
Music for a Cause Benefit: Lenore / Samuel 
Sanders / Corey Kilgannon / The NonParell 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496 
Just Like Gentlemen / Brutality VS. A Glass 
House / Aim for the Day / Face All Fears / 
After me the Flood / Beneath the Unknown 
Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Spanky Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Perpetual Groove / Lucky Costello Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Martha’s Trouble The Mill Top Tavern & Lis-
tening Room (St. Augustine), 829-2329
Amelia Island Reggae SunSplash Music 
Festival Pipeline Surf Shop (Amelia Island), 
277-3717
Ruby Beach Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595

PERPETUAL GROOVE
Freebird, Aug 6

Opiate Eyes - The Summer
Label: Skinny Records (skinny020)
Release Date: July 2011
 
 The latest release from Jacksonville’s own Skinny 
Records is yet another EP from Opiate Eyes, their second 
this year. At a mere three tracks, it would at first seem a 
clever attempt to eek out a few extra dollars from fans. 
But as with the entire Skinny discography it just so hap-
pens to be available for free download on the label’s Bandcamp page (skinnyrecords.
bandcamp.com). And however short it may be, it remains a unique and cohesive stop 
on Opiate Eyes’ steady climb up the ranks of indie rock in Northeast Florida and beyond. 
 As with their previous EP, Dance 5, The Summer is an aptly titled album that 
revolves around a central theme, providing a soundtrack to these lazy dog days of Sum-
mer. The opener, “On the Road” is a beachy (but not surfy) Siren’s song with a Latin 
feel that calls one to escape the mundane and find that idyllic paradise of easy living 
and care-free relaxation. “Seven Weeks” speaks of what seems to be those confusing, 
casual summer flings that start off fun and promising but often go awry. The closer and 
title track could easily be a prequel to the song before it. There’s a hope and a longing 
for something new and exciting that the paradoxically laziest yet harshest of seasons 
seems to promise.
 Once again, Opiate Eyes delivers a well-conceived and sonically pleasing taste of 
their musical evolution. The band manages to explore new ways to express themselves 
without sacrificing the core of who they are. Whereas Dance 5 seemed to take produc-
tion notes from Radiohead with it’s added electronics, The Summer is more organic ap-
proaching the songwriting and direction of GIRLS, another band who succeeds at subtly 
reinventing itself with each new release. Even the art direction, featuring a painting by 
local artist and indie-music champion Devin Balara, has been stepped up a notch. 
 As to where Opiate Eyes is heading next is anyone’s guess. I’m holding out for a 
full-length that will blow the top off the Jacksonville music scene and bring some much 
sought after attention to the countless other bands that are doing great things these 
days. - JACK DIABLO

Tim Kasher - Bigamy: More Songs 
From The Monogamy Sessions

 Tim Kasher, the man who once shepherded 
countless teens through their troubled youths in Cur-
sive and Commander Venus sings for adults on his 
upcoming release, Bigamy the second part to The 
Game of Monogamy, which he released October last 
year.
 As in his last collaborative musical project, The 
Good Life, Kasher laments his divorce with lines about never expecting to be loved as 
he loved and wishing he could have preserved her “tired beauty” for himself. Just as 
Cursive made songs about the act of growing up, Kasher as a solo artist, creates songs 
of equal or greater craftsmanship on the subject of finding yourself grown up and still 
dissatisfied. The passion from Cursive’s The Ugly Organ remains, but with it he ushers 
in new melodies and simple guitar and string orchestration as well as having a full band 
on other tracks.
 Though the album possesses the same morose qualities of his other works it also 
has undertones of perseverance. On “Bluer Sea,” he says, “without an anchor I am 
free,” as the harmony “The sea is always bluer on the other side” continues in the back-
ground. While acknowledging his distress over his lost youth and lost love, he acknowl-
edges that perhaps it only seems better in retrospect. He mentions his problems but 
decidedly moves onward despite of them, as he sings on track two, “On with the show.”
 The last track summarizes the introvert’s album on being middle aged. “Trees 
Keep Growing” states his disdain, and the pessimism in not thinking your love could 
be requited, but its also a reminder that “There’s a world outside yourself,” as Kasher 
reminds himself and as well as listeners.
 The album, while having a focus on middle age, is not strictly for audiences only in 
that age bracket. For those who can relate, Bigamy provides a breath of realism and em-
pathy not usually offered so candidly to those far past their twenties. For those younger, 
Kasher reminds audiences that it might not get better and if it doesn’t, it doesn’t matter, 
it only matters you keep going and you get better. Musically, Tim Kasher himself has 
matured and progressed beautifully leaving listeners a perfect seven songs to enjoy as 
they enjoyed his other releases. 
 The EP will only be sold online beginning August 16th and on Kasher’s upcoming 
tour which stops at Cafe Eleven in St. Augustine on August 30th. www.cafeeleven.com 
- FAITH BENNETT
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George Aspinall Band / Mr. Natural Jackson-
ville Landing, 353-1188
The Glossary of Michael Jackson Poppy Love 
Smoke, 355-0891
Jamaru Latitude 30, 365-5555  

AUGUST 7
Names Divine Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
Reggae on the River: Johnny King and the 
Reggae Rockers Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Friday Musicale Summer Festival: Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Emerging Artists Friday Musicale, 
355-7584
418 Band Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
16th Annual Chinacat Sunfl ower Festival Kar-
peles Manuscript Library Museum, 345-9357
Hector Gonzalez / Bonita Sonsini Wyke 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Jacksonville, 
725-8133
Amelia Island Reggae SunSplash Music 
Festival Pipeline Surf Shop (Amelia Island), 
277-3717
AC Deathstrike / Elisabeth Cramer / Little 
High Little Low / Booger/ Soleil Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

AUGUST 8
Hillsong United Times-Union Center- Moran 
Theatre, 632-3373
Moths / Arc & Panther / Sleep Patterns / 
Stature Shantytown, 798-8222
JK Wayne Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595

AUGUST 9
BERT Quartet European Street Listening Room, 
399-1740
Konami Code / Corporate Fandango / Shot-
gun Diplomacy Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
Just Jazz Quintet Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Rusholme Ruffi ans Dos Gatos, 354-0666

AUGUST 10
Michael Shackelford Culhane’s (Atlantic 
Beach), 249-9595

AUGUST 11
Beth Wood European Street Listening Room, 
399-1740
Black Creek Rising Whitey’s Fish Camp (Or-
ange Park), 269-4198
Spanky the Band Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Pacifi c Dub / Bubbly Joe / Jahmen Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD

MONDAYS 8:30
ComCast Cable 

#99

Who is Who
In Local Theatre?

The Amazing
Humble

www.meetup.com/jacksonville-florida-eckankar

Discover Something

HU -  an Ancient Sacred Mantra
BeautifulBeautiful

Information: 725-7760  - www.eckankar.org

Spiritual Wisdom on Prayer, Meditation,
and Contemplation

Community HU Chant — All are welcome!
Sunday, August 14, 11:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Jacksonville ECKANKAR Center, 6636 Arlington Rd.

Thursday, August 18
7-8:30 p.m.

Open Discussion - Free Book and CD !
Neptune Bch Library

600 3rd St.

AUGUST 12
Colonel Bruce Hampton with Duane Trucks 
Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636
Circus / Bastogne / Alex E / Yankee Stereo 
Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/burrobar
Neurotic Butterfl y Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Cat Five Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-9595
Thomas Wynn & the Believers / The Mantras 
/ Screamin Eagle Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Tom Bennett Band Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Boogie Freaks Latitude 30, 365-5555  

AUGUST 13
The Afterwhile Riverside Arts Market, 554-
6865
Larry Mangum / Daniel Boling European 
Street Listening Room, 399-1740
MHT 16th Anniversary Show: The Wedding / 
Kaliyl / Second Thief / Reunion /Rejoice The 
Awakening / The Dundies / Quiet Science / 
A Jasey Project / Embrace The Empire / The 
Savvy / Nausicaa / Lights of Evening / The 
Tell Tale Heart / Arlynn Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179
After the Bomb, Baby! Burro Bar, www.face-
book.com/burrobar
T&C Three Layers, 355-9791
Neurotic Butterfl y Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Splinters Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595
George Aspinall Band Jacksonville Landing, 
353-1188
Quasi Mojo Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
The Westerlies / Mandy Sloan Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

3-Headed Stepchild Latitude 30, 365-5555  

AUGUST 14
Life On Repeat / Greeley Estates / The Plot 
In You / Miracle at St. Anna Brewster’s Pit, 
223-9850
County Bucks / The Piss Shivers Burro Bar, 
www.facebook.com/burrobar
Pele Pele Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Preston Masters / Bonita Sonsini Wyke 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Jacksonville, 
725-8133
JK Wayne Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595
State of Mind Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188

AUGUST 15
Suicide Silence / All Shall Parish Jack Rab-
bits, 398-7496

AUGUST 16
Indigo Blue Jazz Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Mikey’s Imaginary Friends / Neighbors Dos 
Gatos, 354-0666

AUGUST 17 
Michael Shackelford Culhane’s (Atlantic 
Beach), 249-9595
The Dear Hunter Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850
Justin Moore Whisky River, 645-5571

AUGUST 18
Cat Five Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
David Russell European Street Listening 
Room, 399-1740

JUSTIN MOORE  Whisky River, Aug 17
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2752 Park Street

www.inkyfingers.biz

Amateur Night auditions Ritz Theatre & LaVilla 
Museum, 632-5555

AUGUST 19
Alison Krauss and Union Station / Dawes St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
The Dangerous Summer / I Call Fives Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Little Lo / Robin Rutenberg Burro Bar, www.
facebook.com/burrobar
Friday Musicale Summer Festival: Michael 
Mastronicola Friday Musicale, 355-7584
Boogie Freaks Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Red Afternoon Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Party Train Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Papercutt / Hornit Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
The Sophomore Attempt / Samuel Sanders 
/ Corey Kilgannon / Nobody On Land / Neon 
Niteclub Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179

AUGUST 20
David Russell / Rabbit! Riverside Arts Market, 
554-6865
Gideon / All’s Quiet / I Drive A Station Wagon 
/ Seizing the Final Victory / Virtues Murray 
Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Jackie Stranger / Luke Peacock Burro Bar, 
www.facebook.com/burrobar
Boogie Freaks Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Johnston Duo Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Little Green Men Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
The World We Knew / Transpose / Carnivo-
rous Carnival / Catalepsy Brewster’s Pit, 
223-9850
Whyte Python Latitude 30, 365-5555  

AUGUST 21
Slightly Stoopid / Rebelution / Shwayze & 

Cisco St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Chamber Music Society of Good Shepherd 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 387-5691
Rezolution Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Jaime Sanborn / Sharon Scholl Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church of Jacksonville, 725-8133
Michael Funge Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
First Coast Opry Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188

AUGUST 22
Nailbiter / Raley Creek / Shovel Fight Shanty-
town, 798-8222
Evans Acoustic Trio Culhane’s (Atlantic 
Beach), 249-9595

AUGUST 23
Matisyahu / Trevor Hall Ponte Vedra Concert 
Hall, 209-0346
Wet Nurse Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/bur-
robar
Von Barlow’s Jazz Journey European Street 
Listening Room, 399-1740

AUGUST 24
The Chop Tops / The Rocketz / The Strikers 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Michael Shackelford Culhane’s (Atlantic 
Beach), 249-9595
Elliot Lipp / Virtual Boy Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD
Ascend The Hill / Alexander Murray Hill The-
atre, 388-3179
The Darling Sweets / Everymen Shantytown, 
798-8222

AUGUST 25
Steel Magnolia Mavericks Rock N’ Honky 
Tonk, 356-1110
Cowford County Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Tammerlin European Street Listening Room, 
399-1740

AUGUST 26
Appleseed Cast Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Gospel Music / Adam Balbo / Tobacco Pat 
Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/burrobar
Bad Assets Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
CSS Band Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595
Barrett Jockers Band Jacksonville Landing, 
353-1188
Allele / Bleeding In Stereo / Stayne Thee 
Angel / Dailiss / A New Decree Brewster’s Pit, 
223-9850

the dear hunter 
 The Dear Hunter is the brainchild of Providence, Rhode Island’s Casey Crescenzo. It 
began as simply a side project for the music he created that didn’t quite fit with the post-
hardcore band he was playing with, The Receiving End of Sirens, but soon became his 
primary focus. Instead of separate, stand-alone songs, the project evolved into a complex 
story set at the dawn of the 20th century about the bir th, life and abrupt death of a boy 
known only as “The Dear Hunter.”
 Upon completing three of the six CD “acts” in this saga, Crescenzo temporarily set 
aside the story and began a new opus, this one about colors. The result is June’s The 
Color Spectrum, a series of nine EPs, each about an individual color in the visible color 
spectrum. 
 The Dear Hunter is currently on tour in support of The Color Spectrum and will be at 
Brewster’s on the August 17th. Tickets are $13.74 and available at www.foryourfriends.
bigcartel.com. For more information, visit www.brewsterspub.com or call 223-9850.

photo by dan gillan
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HILLvalley Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Sintropolis Latitude 30, 365-5555  

AUGUST 27
Will Pearsall Riverside Arts Market, 554-6865
Ivan / Koffe / Reco Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Mighty Vans Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
The Peyton Brothers European Street Listening 
Room, 399-1740
Ruby Beach / Jax Pipes & Drums Culhane’s 
(Atlantic Beach), 249-9595
Lyons Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Set Apart / I Anthem / Seeking Serenity / 
Soul of Sirens Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179

AUGUST 28
Moirai Vibe Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 

Park), 269-4198
Joseph Engel / Henson Markham Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Jacksonville, 725-8133
Michael Funge Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595
Daryl Hance Landshark Cafe (Jacksonville 
Beach), 246-6024
Florida’s Next Superstar Jacksonville Land-
ing, 353-1188
Sugarbear Latitude 30, 365-5555  

AUGUST 29
Seraphim / Swear Jar / Arc & Panther / 
Legacies Shantytown, 798-8222

AUGUST 30
Tim Kasher / Afi cionado Cafe Eleven, 460-
9311

FLorida’S neXt SuperStar 
 Do you have what it takes to be a superstar? Well, the Jacksonville Landing is giv-
ing you a chance to show your stuff and win great prizes with their latest talent search, 
Florida’s Next Superstar. 
 The contest begins on August 28th with a preliminary for individuals ages 18 to 49. 
The fi nals for that age group will take place on September 24th. Then, on September 25th 
teens ages 13 to 17 and those 50 and up will get their chance to shine in their own prelimi-
nary showcase. The fi nals for both age groups will be held on October 23rd. And, of course, 
everyone is invited to each event to cheer these hopefuls on.
 In addition to bragging rights and a chance at stardom, the winners from each age 
group will receive fabulous prizes: The winner of the 13-17 age group will win a $500 sav-
ings bond, 18-49 age group will win a four day, three night trip to Nashville, TN or a cruise 
for two and 50 years and older will win a cruise for two.
 For more information about this unique (and lucrative) way to showcase your talents, 
call 353-1188 or visit www.jacksonvillelanding.com.  

WILL PEARSALL 
Riverside Arts Market, Aug 27
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Tools For Your FuTure Career
Keiser offers in-demand degrees in:

criminal justice

Also offering programs in:
Legal Studies* Paralegal Studies 

Homeland Security*
Cyber Forensics/Information Security

Call today to speak with an Admissions Counselor

1.888.336.0368
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upCoMing ConCertS

WE SELL 2003-2011
CARS, TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs

Sept 2  Fourplay Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Sept 2  Miranda Cosgrove / Shane Harper St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Sept 3  John Vanderslice Cafe Eleven, 460-9311
Sept 4  Hawthorne Heights Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Sept 7  Nekromantix / The Brains Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Sept 8  Guttermouth / TNT Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Sept 8   The Oak Ridge Boys / The Touch of Grass St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 
  471-1965
Sept 10  Delbert McClinton Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Sept 14  Mat Kearney Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Sept 16  Pat Travers Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850
Sept 16  Dan Andriano in The Emergency Room Cafe Eleven, 460-9311 
Sept 17  Eyrkah Badu, The O’Jays and Ricky Smiley Jacksonville Memorial Arena, 
 353-3309
Sept 20  Fleet Foxes / The Walkmen Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Sept 21  Elvis Costello & the Imposters Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Sept 24  Matt Pond PA / Rocky Vololato Cafe Eleven, 460-9311
Sept 27  Langhorne Slim / Wobbly Toms Cafe Eleven, 460-9311
Sept 28  Enter the Haggis Cafe Eleven, 460-9311
Oct 3  Lindsey Buckingham Florida Theatre, 355-5661 
Oct 5  Tapes ‘n Tapes Café Eleven, 460-9311 
Oct 7  Peter Frampton St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Oct 7  Junior Boys / DJ Wes Reed Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Oct 7  Death Cab for Cutie Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Oct 8  Ralph Stanley Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Oct 8-9   Langerado Music Festival Markham Park(Sunrise, FL)
Oct 9  Celtic Thunder Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373
Oct 15   An Horse Underbelly, 354-7002
Oct 17  Reverend Horton Heat / Supersuckers Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Oct 20  Regina Carter Florida Theatre, 355-5661 
Oct 28  Corey Smith Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Oct 29  Gin Blossoms / Son of a Bad Man Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346 
Oct 31   Youth Brigade / Old Man Markley Cafe Eleven, 460-9311
Nov 10   Queensryche Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Nov 11   Taylor Swift Jacksonville Veterans 630-3900
Nov 11–13   Bear Creek Music & Arts Festival Spirit Of The Suwannee Music Park, 
  Live Oak
Nov 12  John Fogerty St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Nov 18  Riders in the Sky Florida Theatre, 355-5661 
Nov 23   Mac Miller / Pac Div / Casey Veggies Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Nov 25   Lonesome River Band Flamingo Lake R.V. Resort, (800) 782-4323
Dec 14   Peter White Christmas with Mindi Abair and Kirk Whalum Florida Theatre, 
  355-5661
Dec 21  Straight No Chaser Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Dec 29  JJ Grey & Mofro / Yankee Slickers Mavericks Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 
  356-1110

EYRKAH BADU
Sept 17
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read complete movie reviews every week at eujacksonville.com

AUGUST movieS
Now ShowiNg
COWBOYS AND ALIENS Daniel Craig and 
Harrison Ford in a film that crosses the clas-
sic Western with the alien-invasion movie in a 
blazingly original way. Steven Spielberg, Ron 
Howard, Brian Grazer, Alex Kurtzman and Ro-
berto Orci bring an all-new action thriller that 
will take audiences into the Old West, where a 
lone cowboy leads an uprising against a terror 
from beyond our world. Rated PG-13
 
CRAZY STUPID LOVE At forty-something, 
straight-laced Cal Weaver (Steve Carell) is living 
the dream--good job, nice house, great kids 
and marriage to his high school sweetheart. 
But when Cal learns that his wife, Emily (Juli-
anne Moore), has cheated on him and wants 
a divorce, his “perfect” life quickly unravels. 
Worse, in today’s single world, Cal, who hasn’t 
dated in decades, stands out as the epitome 
of un-smooth. Now spending his free evenings 
sulking alone at a local bar, the hapless Cal 
is taken on as wingman and protege to hand-
some, thirty-something player Jacob Palmer 
(Ryan Gosling). Rated PG13
 
THE SMURFS Audiences everywhere are in for 
a Smurfy good time as the Smurfs make their 
first 3D trip to the big screen. When the evil 
wizard Gargamel chases the tiny blue Smurfs 
out of their village, they tumble from their magi-
cal world and into ours – in fact, smack dab 
in the middle of Central Park. Standing merely 
three apples high and stuck in New York City, 
the Smurfs must find a way to get back to their 
village before Gargamel tracks them down. 
Rated G
 

AuguSt 5
RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES In a pre-
quel that’s a banana batch full of CGI effects the 
mad monkeys of science gone awry begin an 
unified assault against their captors: man. Star-
ring James Franco, Freida Pinto, John Lithgow, 
Brian Cox, Tom Felton, David Oyelowo, Andy 
Serkis Rated PG13
 
THE CHANGE UP Growing up together, Mitch 
and Dave were inseparable best friends, but as 

the years have passed they’ve slowly drifted 
apart. While Dave is an overworked lawyer, 
husband and father of three, Mitch has re-
mained a single, quasi-employed man-child 
who has never met a responsibility he liked. 
Mitch and Dave’s worlds are turned upside 
down when they wake up in each other’s bod-
ies and proceed to freak out. Starring Ryan 
Reynolds, Jason Bateman, Olivia Wilde and 
Leslie Mann. Rated R
 

AuguSt 10
THE HELP Based on one of the most talked 
about books in years Emma Stone (Easy A) 
stars as Skeeter, Viola Davis (Doubt) as Aibileen 
and Octavia Spencer as Minny—three very dif-
ferent, extraordinary women in Mississippi dur-
ing the 1960s, who build an unlikely friendship 
around a secret writing project that breaks soci-
etal rules and puts them all at risk. Rated PG13

AuguSt 12
30 MINUTES OR LESS Nick is a small town 
pizza delivery guy whose mundane life collides 
with the big plans of two wanna-be criminal 
masterminds. The volatile duo kidnaps Nick 
and forces him to rob a bank. With mere hours 
to pull off the impossible task, Nick enlists the 
help of his ex-best friend, Chet. As the clock 
ticks, the two must deal with the police, hired 
assassins, flamethrowers, and their own tumul-
tuous relationship. Starring Jesse Eisenberg, 
Aziz Ansari, Danny McBride, Nick Swardson, 
Michael Pena and produced by Ben Stiller.  
Rated R
 
FINAL DESTINATION 5 Death is just as om-
nipresent as ever, and is unleashed after one 
man’s premonition saves a group of coworkers 
from a terrifying suspension bridge collapse. 
But this group of unsuspecting souls was never 
supposed to survive, and, in a terrifying race 
against time, the ill-fated group frantically tries 
to discover a way to escape Death’s sinister 
agenda. Starring no one you ever heard of that 
won’t survive past reel #3. Rated R
 
THE GLEE MOVIE Gag me with a tuning fork…
those over exuberant teens that have inspired 

millions to embrace their inner-Gleek will soon 
bring them together to experience Glee a whole 
new way. Starring The Glee cast from the TV 
series. Not Yet Rated
 

AuguSt 19
CONAN THE BARBARIAN The fierce Cimmerian 
warrior in an epic battle against hulking rivals, 
horrific monsters, and impossible odds, as 
Conan realizes he is the only hope of saving 
the great nations of Hyboria from an encroach-
ing reign of supernatural evil. Starring Jason 
Momoa, Rachel Nichols, Stephen Lang, Rose 
McGowan, Said Taghmaoui and Ron Perlman. 
Rated R
 
FRIGHT NIGHT Senior Charlie Brewster (Anton 
Yelchin) finally has it all until trouble arrives 
when Jerry (Colin Farrell) moves in next door. 
He seems like a great guy at first, but there’s 
something not quite right—Charlie comes to 
an unmistakable conclusion: Jerry is a vampire 
preying on the neighborhood. Rated R
 
ONE DAY Emma (Anne Hathaway) and Dexter 
(Jim Sturgess) meet on the night of their col-
lege graduation – July 15th, 1988. She is a 
working-class girl of principle and ambition 
who dreams of making the world a better place. 
He is a wealthy charmer who dreams that the 
world will be his playground. For the next two 
decades, every July 15th reveals to us how 
“Em” and “Dex” are faring, as their friendship 
ebbs and flows with the passing of the years. 
Rated PG13
 
SPY KIDS 4: ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD 
On the surface, Marissa Cortez Wilson (Jes-
sica Alba) has it all...married to a famous spy 
hunting television reporter, a new baby and 
intelligent twin step kids. But Marissa’s world is 
turned upside down when the maniacal Time-
keeper (Jeremy Piven) threatens to take over 
the planet and she’s called back into action by 
the head of OSS, home of the greatest spies 
and where the now-defunct Spy Kids division 
was created. With a little help from a couple of 
very familiar Spy Kids, Carmen (Alexa Vega) 
and Juni Cortez (Daryl Sabara), and some 
mind-blowing gadgets, they just may be able to 
save the world and possibly bring their family 
together while they’re at it. Rated PG
 

AuguSt 26
COLUMBIANA Zoe Saldana plays Cataleya, 
a young woman who has grown up to be an 
assassin after witnessing the murder of her 
parents as a child. Turning herself into a pro-
fessional killer and working for her uncle, she 
remains focused on her ultimate goal: to hunt 
down and get revenge on the mobster respon-
sible for her parents’ deaths. Starring Zoe Sal-
dana, Jordi Molla, Lennie James, Michael Vartan 
and Cliff Curtis. Rated R
 
OUR IDIOT BROTHER Every family has one: the 
sibling who is always just a little bit behind the 
curve when it comes to getting his life together. 
For sisters Liz (Emily Mortimer), Miranda (Eliza-
beth Banks) and Natalie (Zooey Deschanel), that 
person is their perennially upbeat brother Ned 
(Paul Rudd). Ned may be utterly lacking in com-
mon sense, but he is their brother and so, after 
his girlfriend dumps him and boots him off the 
farm, his sisters once again come to his rescue. 
As Liz, Emily and Natalie each take a turn at 
housing Ned, their brother’s unfailing com-
mitment to honesty creates more than a few 
messes in their comfortable routines. Rated R
 
 
 

THE GLEE MOVIE in 3D opens August 12

SHOWTIMES &TICKETS:
www.WorldGolfIMAX.com

ALSO SHOWING

AT WORLD GOLF VILLAGE
I-95 EXIT 323, ST. AUGUSTINE

Bigger, Better
NOW SHOWING

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY



World Golf Hall of Fame IMAX® Theater 3-D 
The World Golf Hall of Fame IMAX® Theater brings action-
packed fi lms to the largest IMAX 3D Digital screen in the 
southeast. The theater has been upgraded to IMAX 3D Digital 
technology, making it the best place to see major Hollywood 
movies. Playing now thru August 7 HARRY POTTER & THE 
DEATHLY HALLOWS - PART 2 Also playing; Born to be Wild 
3D, The Ultimate Wave Tahiti, Under the Sea, Hubble 3D. IMAX 
at the World Golf Hall of Fame is located at One World Golf 
Place in St. Augustine. For tickets and times, visit www.World-
GolfIMAX.com or call 904-940-4133.

August 2 Classic Silent Comedies to Live Music A live musi-
cal score will be performed by JU Professor, Tony Steve and 
Bob Moore to accompany three classic silent comedies; Coney Island, Triple Trouble, and Curses 
starring Charlie Chaplin, Fatty Arbuckle, Buster Keaton & Harold Lloyd. 7 pm. Tickets $10, $8 for se-
niors. 5 Points Theatre, 359-0047, www.5pointstheatre.com

Late Night at 5 Points Theatre August 5 - 6 THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW
There was a sellout crowd in January, so they’re bringing it back for two shows! Props and audience 
participation are welcome but theatre management ask that you keep it to rice and toast and no liq-
uids please. Advance tickets suggested. 11:55 August 19 & 21 
REPO: THE GENETIC OPERA In the year 2056 – the not so distant future – an epidemic of organ 
failures devastates the planet. Out of the tragedy, a savior emerges: GeneCo, a biotech company that 
offers organ transplants… for a price. Those who miss their payments are scheduled for reposses-
sion and hunted by villainous Repo Men. Friday at 11 pm and Sunday at 7 pm. 5 Points Theatre, 359-
0047, www.5pointstheatre.com

August 8  5th-Anniversary Meeting Leave ‘Em Laughing Tent Jacksonville’s chapter of The Inter-
national Laurel & Hardy Appreciation Society (a/k/a Sons of the Desert). Laurel-and-Hardy-Palooza 
will feature two hours of Laurel & Hardy short subjects, rare fi lm clips, and assorted oddities. 6:30 to 
8:30 pm. No charge, light snacks and sodas offered. Pablo Creek Branch Library, 314-5801, http://
leaveemlaughing.moviefever.com

Movies at Main Film Series  Enjoy free showings on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays each month at 5:45 
pm in the Main Library’s Hicks Auditorium. August 11- THE LION KING August 25 - ON GOLDEN 
POND  http://jpl.coj.net/progs/main/movies-at-main.html

August 22 The  Reel  People  Film  Series BEDROOMS A unique collaboration among a collective of inde-
pendent fi lmmakers, told in four distinct stories set in four bedrooms.
Q & A with fi lmmaker: Amir Delara. Starring Xander Berkeley, Moon Bloodgood, Barry Bostwick, and 
Dee Wallace. Jacksonville Film Festival’s Reel People Series, www.jacksonvillefi lmfestival.com. Tickets 
are $8.50, JFF members are free. 7 pm. The 5 points Theatre, 359-0047, www.5pointstheatre.com

Florida Theatre Summer Movie Classics 
The Florida Theatre is showing classic movies 
every week through September 4. There will 
be Saturday night screenings in addition to the 
Sunday matinees during August. Tickets $7. 
Saturday shows begin at 7:30 pm and Sunday 
matinees are at 2 pm. Sat, Aug 6 and Sun, Aug 
7 - THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (1960), Sat, Aug 
13 and Sun, Aug 14 - REAR WINDOW (1954), 
Sat, Aug 20 and Sun, Aug 21 - THE AFRICAN 
QUEEN (1951), Sat, Aug 27 and Sun, Aug 28 
- SABRINA (1954) and Sun, Sept 4 WEST SIDE 
STORY (1961). For tickets, call the Florida 
Theatre Box Offi ce at (904) 355-2787 or www.
fl oridatheatre.com.

Movies Under the Bridge 
The Riverside Arts Market will be showing family 
movies under the bridge on Saturday evenings 
beginning August 27th  thru October 15th. Each 
week there will be a theme with various local 
businesses and organizations getting involved. 
Movies will begin as soon as it gets dark with 
entertainment prior to the movie.Concessions 
will be available or you can pack your own. Bring 
chairs or blankets and enjoy an evening under 
the bridge with family and friends. RAM is locat-
ed on Riverside Aveune under the Fuller Warren 
Bridge. Check www.RiversideArtsMarket.com for 
movie titles. 
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SPeCiAL SHoWiNGS MoViES iN PoNtE VEDRA 
Bonnie and Clyde star Estelle Parsons comes to speak

 WJCT will be presenting a Wednesday 
night movie series for fi ve weeks, beginning 
August 17th with a screening of BONNIE 
AND CLYDE. Prior to the kickoff movie, 
Jacksonville Jaguars #73 Eben Britton will 
host a reception at 6 pm showcasing his 
private collection of classic movie posters 
in the concert hall’s concession area, and 
Bonnie and Clyde star, Academy Award 
winner for her role as Blanche Barrow in 
the fi lm (Best Supporting Actress), Estelle 
Parsons will speak about her experiences in 
the entertainment industry.
 Each movie will start at 7 pm, and 
a $5 admission fee will be collected at 
the door. Any dollar contributed over the 
requested $5 will be matched by an anony-
mous donor to WJCT and will be used to 
support arts in the community.

othER MoViES iN thE SERiES iNCLuDE:
August 24  CASABLANCA

August 31  MANHATTAN

 September 7  NEW YORK, NEW YORK

 September 14  TOMMY
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premieres
This season on Jersey Shore (MTV) the 
gang enrolls in college courses to further 
their educations and be better role mod-
els for the kids who watch them… Nah, 
just kidding! It’ll be the usual: gym, tan, 
laundry followed by drunken nights at the 
club. Witness it all on August 4th.  •  On 
August 5th NBC will air their new sitcom 
Friends with Benefits (no relation to the 
film of the same name). The series is 
about a group of 20-somethings navigat-
ing the world of dating.  •  British action series Strike Back gets a more American feel for its sec-
ond season, which begins airing here in the States August 12th on Cinemax. The show will center 
on a US Special Forces operative working with the UK’s Secret Intelligence Service to stop an 
international terrorist organization.  •  Since Sara Shepherd’s book series Pretty Little Liars has 
done so well on ABC Family, the network has decided to pick up another of her teen-lit dramas. 
The Lying Game, scheduled to begin on the 15th, is about two identical twins who were adopted 
by different families and, upon meeting, decide to switch places. But when one girl doesn’t show 
up to switch back, the other has to decide whether to come clean or keep the lies going.  

finales
Statistically speaking, The Bachelorette has a decent success rate: three of their six matches have 
resulted, thus far, in happy unions. Will the season seven couple make it? Only time will tell, but 
we’ll get a glimpse at who they are and how they’re doing on August 1st with the season finale 
and the After the Final Rose show.  •  Two of ABC Family’s better summer shows will end their 
first seasons this month. On August 8th the family drama Switched at Birth wraps up, and on 
the 16th, supernatural thriller The Nine Lives of Chloe King says so long for now. Here’s hoping 
both of these guilty pleasures come back next summer.  •  TNT’s original drama Leverage ends 
its fourth season on August 28th. Ratings have continued to climb each week, making this series 
about a group of five criminals righting wrongs a winner.

specials  
Over on Fox the Teen Choice 2011 awards ceremony hits airwaves on August 7. And, OMG, 
celebs like Justin Bieber, Rebecca Black, Joe Jonas, Taylor Lautner, Joel McHale and Taylor Swift 
will totally be there. Parents, invest in some earplugs, it’s gonna be a long night!  •  Some of 
country music’s biggest names performed at the CMA Music Festival back in June. If you weren’t 
in attendance ABC has you covered with their special CMA Music Festival: Country’s Night to 
Rock, scheduled to air on the 14th. The three hour event will feature music by Jason Aldean, Sara 
Evans, Lady Antebellum, Miranda Lambert, Martina McBride, Brad Paisley, Rascal Flatts, Reba 
McEntire, Darius Rucker, Blake Shelton, Sugarland, Taylor Swift, Keith Urban, Zac Brown Band 
and more.  •  At long last, football season is almost upon us. Preseason games will begin airing 
this month, but the one we care about is happening on August 19th when the Atlanta Falcons 
come to town to take on the Jacksonville Jaguars. If you can’t be at the stadium, tune into Fox 
to cheer on our team!  •  Finally, the 28th MTV Video Music Awards are this month. Huh, I didn’t 
think they showed music videos anymore… Weird. I guess I’ll see what I’ve been missing on 
August 28th.

view from 
the couch

new on dvd
AUGUST 2
Jesse Stone: Innocents Lost 
(Not Rated)
Rio (G)
Soul Surfer (PG)
The Music Never Stopped (PG)
 
AUGUST 9
Super (R)
Paul (R)
Your Highness (R)
Mars Needs Moms (PG)
Jumping the Broom (PG-13)

 
AUGUST 16
Jane Eyre (PG-13)
Priest (R)
The Conspirator (PG-13)
Something Borrowed (PG-13)
 
AUGUST 23
Troll Hunter (PG-13)
The Beaver (PG-13)
Win Win (R)
The Greatest Movie Ever Sold 
(PG-13)

By Kellie ABrAhAmson

 
AUGUST 30
Forks Over Knives 
(PG)
Madea’s Big Happy 
Family (PG-13)
Prom (PG)
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 It’s offi cial, I have turned from geek to geeky 
gadget guy. I have gone from owning a cell phone 
that is just a phone to depending on a 4G android 
phone for daily use. Unfortunately the transforma-
tion does not stop there, I now believe in tablet 
computers.
 My original prejudice against tablet com-
puters was that the only one worth mentioning 
was made by Apple. To say I am not a fan of 
Apple’s is to say Death Valley is a little warm. 
Enter Research In Motion (RIM), makers of 
the wildly successful Blackberry that star ted 
the smart phone revolution. They are challeng-
ing the Apple iPad with the BlackBerry PlayBook.
 I have had the PlayBook for almost two months now and am still amazed with it. Weighing in 
at just under a pound and packing a crystal clear seven-inch display, the Playbook not only looks 
great, it feels solid. While the PlayBook I have does not have any cellular capabilities, it is easy to 
connect to any WiFi access point and any internet enabled phone with tethering capabilities. There is 
a PlayBook 4G model coming soon with internet service from Sprint.
 The PlayBook caught my attention originally because RIM boasted that it would run Adobe 
Flash. For those of you who don’t know, Flash is how most streaming videos are served up on the 
web. Without Flash a lot of sites either become unusable or you are redirected to a scaled down ver-
sion with limited multimedia effects. One of my favorite sites to visit is CBS.com. I watch my favorite 
shows there since I am almost never home to catch them on TV. Without Flash I would not be able 
to view them online.
 I have a constant need to check my email and occasionally write lengthy replies. Usually any 
reply requiring more than four sentences means I am going to my desk to boot up my laptop if I am 
away from my offi ce. Using the PlayBook’s on-screen keyboard makes this trip unnecessary. The 
PlayBook is a good fi ll-in between my phone and any full sized computer.
 The PlayBook, and most tablets, have acceleration sensors that let it know that when you have 
rotated the device so the display changes to the correct viewing aspect. A cool feature in and of 
itself but the PlayBook includes a version of the popular racing game Need For Speed. By holding the 
PlayBook like a steering wheel you can control the race car. Might sound simple, but it is highly ad-
dictive.
 Integrated in the PlayBook are two cameras, a three-megapixel forward facing camera and a 
fi ve-megapixel rear facing camera. The picture quality is in line with the overall quality of the device. 
I was able to shoot HD quality videos and post them to YouTube with little or no complication. I want 
to try the video calling, but haven’t yet found anyone willing to test it with me.
 If there is one drawback to the BlackBerry PlayBook it is the app store. App stores have be-
come indispensable for any smart device such as tablets and smart phones. The Apple App Store 
claims to have over 350,000 available applications for download, the Android Market is estimated at 
over 250,000 and the BlackBerry store at around 20,000. These numbers are for smart phone apps 
but show a clear trend of software developers focusing on Apple and Android devices.
 Overall I am extremely happy with the BlackBerry Playbook for email, surfi ng the web and 
watching videos online. It is more convenient than lugging around a laptop everywhere I go. At 
under a pound the Playbook gives me another option. Will the PlayBook replace my desktop? Not a 
chance. Will it replace my laptop for casual use? It already has!

 It’s offi cial, I have turned from geek to geeky  It’s offi cial, I have turned from geek to geeky 
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Monday through Sunday Murder Mystery 
Dinner Theater An interactive murder mystery 
dinner theater, featuring “Murder at Cafe Noir,” 
an interactive show and three-course meal. 
Call (904) 671-2508 to reconfi rm this event, 
for prices, reservations and additional details. 
2:30 pm & 6:30 pm Sluggers at the Ramada 
Inn, 116 San Marco Ave.

Wednesdays through September, weather per-
mitting Music by the Sea Free Concerts The 
series features a wide variety of music. Prior 
to the concert a local restaurant makes dinner 
appetizers available. This is a family friendly 
event so bring your cooler. August 3—Steam 
the Band; Food: Dune’s Cracker, August 
10—Navy Pride; Food: Raintree, August 
17—Jimmy Parrish & the Ocean Waves; Food: 
FA Cafe, August 24—Smokin Mirrors; Food: 
Romano’s Pizza, August 31—Triple Rock 
Blues Band; Food: Gypsy Cab Co. September 
7--Penguin Teeth; Food: Zaharia’s Restaurant 
Dinner served at 6 pm. Concert star ts at 7 
pm. St. Augustine Beach Pier and Pavilion, 
350 A1A Beach Blvd.

Wednesdays Market at the Beach Enjoy 
shopping at the Market at the Beach for fresh 
produce, baked goods, jewelry, and other 
quality hand-made gift and home decorating 
products Rain or shine. 8 am to 12:30 pm. St. 
Johns County Pier, 350 A1A Beach Blvd, 347-
8007, staugbchcivicassoc.com/market.html 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday Cannon Firing 
Come to the Castillo de San Marcos, (the for t 
in downtown St. Augustine), and experience a 
little piece of history as the cannons are fi red 
at 10:30am, 11:30am, 1:30pm, 2:30pm, and 
3:30pm. 829-6506 

Saturdays Old City Farmers Market Shop for 
fresh produce, baked goods, hand-crafted 
items and plants directly from the producers. 
There’s always live enter tainment and there is 
fresh seafood in season. 8:30 am- 12:30 pm. 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 1340 A1A South, 
AugustineFM.com 

First Friday of the Month First Friday Art Walk 
Enjoy the latest exhibits, music, enter tainment 
and refreshments at over 20 participating gal-
leries. St. Augustine Sightseeing Trains and 
Old Town Trolleys complimentary shuttles run 
on a continuous loop every 30 minutes. ar t-
galleriesofstaugustine.com 

Last Saturday of the Month Uptown Saturday 
Night Mingle with ar tists and ar t lovers, enjoy 
live music, refreshments and other activities in 
a party-like atmosphere. Galleries and shops 
in St. Augustine’s San Marco Shopping Dis-
trict stay open, with many serving wine and 
refreshments. The Mission of Nombre de Dios 
provides FREE PARKING for the event. 5-9 
pm, Old City San Marco District, 824-3152, 
getaway4fl orida.com 

Last Saturday of the Month Fort Mose Living 
History Event Come to Fort Mose State Park 
and experience authentic Spanish re-enactors 
as they perform for you on the last Saturday 
of the month. $2 per person. 10 am – 2 pm, 
15 Fort Mose Trail, 823-2232 

Through September 25 Fernando Arango-
Fernandez Exhibition Local iconographer 
Fernando Arango-Fernandez (Gregorios) will 
hold an exhibition of Byzantine-style icons at 
St. Photios National Shrine. Call for more in-
formation. St. Photios National Shrine, 41 St. 
George St, 289-8205

Through December 31 Nancy Lopez: Pride 
Passion & Personality Exhibit Come see the 
celebratory exhibit of one of the true legends 
in golf history, Nancy Lopez, at the World Golf 
Hall of Fame in St. Augustine. The exhibit fea-
tures over 150 pieces of memorabilia from her 
electric career. $19.50 for adults and $18.50 
for seniors, military and students. 10 am to 6 
pm Monday through Saturday and noon to 6 
pm on Sunday. World Golf Hall of Fame, One 
World Golf Place, 940-4123, WorldGolfHallof-
Fame.org 

Concerts in the Plaza St. Augustine’s popu-
lar--and free--summer concert series brings 
great enter tainers every Thursday night, all 
summer. The season concludes on Labor 
Day with an afternoon performance (concert 
times are different for Labor Day, see below). 
Attendees should bring lounge chairs for seat-
ing. Picnic dinners are popular, but alcoholic 
beverages are prohibited. 7 pm. August 4- 
Mike Hart Band, August 11- Mystic Express, 
August 18- Elizabeth & The Grapes of Roth, 
August 25- Triple Rock Blues Band, Septem-
ber 1- Ancient City Farmers, September 5- 
Times are 1 pm-5 pm on Labor Day. Plaza de 
la Constitución. 

August 5- 28 SECOND SAMUEL A touching 
comedy exploring the lives, loves and friend-
ships of people in the small Georgia town 
of Second Samuel. Fans of past Southern 
comedies like The Dixie Swim Club will fall 
in love with this sweet and simple ode to the 

heartland. Tickets available for reservation by 
phone: (904) 825-1164 #10, or in-person at 
the Box Offi ce. Limelight Theatre 11 Old Mis-
sion Ave.

August 5 Dark of the Moon Lighthouse Tour 
Dark of the Moon is the only tour that gives 
guests the opportunity to climb the Lighthouse 
and tour the Keepers’ House at night. Enthu-
siastic guides share paranormal tales and 
experiences of people who have visited, lived, 
or worked at the Lighthouse. Tours begin at 
8:30 pm and last two to three hours. Tickets 
are $25 per adult and $20 per child (ages 7 to 
11). Private tours are also available. For reser-
vations or more information, please call (904) 
829-0745 or visit staugustinelighthouse.com

August 5 Ann O’Malley’s-3rd Anniversary 
Party Music by Strumstick & the Wobbly 
Toms. 8:30 pm – 11:30 pm. Ann O’Malley’s 
Pub, 23 Orange St, 825-4040

August 5 Butterfi eld Garage Gallery-Garage 
Sale Includes a silent auction. Call (904) 825-
4577 for more information. 5 pm – 8:45 pm 
Butterfi eld Garage Gallery, 137 King Street, St. 
Augustine

August 5 “Sites and Scenes of St Augus-
tine” Exhibition  Robert Dorrill, a nature and 
landscape photographer, is the featured ar t-
ist at P.A.St.A. Art Gallery during the month 
of August. Bob’s exhibit, “Sites and Scenes 
of St. Augustine” will emphasize nature and 
landscapes. Depicted are beautiful sunrises 
which occur daily on St. Augustine beach and 
some of the thousands of beautiful water birds 
which nest here. From 5 pm to 9 pm during 
First Friday Art Walk in St. Augustine. P.A.St.A. 
Gallery, 214 Charlotte St.

August 5 Concert Featuring Matt Butcher 
with Rob Peck The doors open at 7 pm. 8 
pm – 11:30 pm, Cafe Eleven 501 A1A Beach 
Blvd., St. Augustine Beach, 460-9311

August 5 St. Augustine Art Association-Na-
ture & Wildlife Exhibition Reception Join us 
at the during the Art Walk for a reception of 

our 2nd Annual Judith Ryan Williams Nature & 
Wildlife Exhibition. 5pm – 9pm. The exhibit will 
be on display until Aug. 28th. St. Augustine 
Art Association, 22 Marine St, 824-2310

August 7 Raintree / Limelight Theatre Dinner 
Theatre-Murder in the Olde City A unique 
dining and theatre experience featuring “Mur-
der in the Olde City,” set in 1880s St. Augus-
tine. This interactive play has love, scandal, 
murder, and deceit. $39.95 including dinner 
and show. Dinner will be served at 6 pm and 
the show star ts at 7 pm. Raintree, 102 San 
Marco Ave., St. Augustine, 825-1164

August 13 Ancient City Auto Club – Cruise-
In On the second Saturday of the month the 
Ancient City Auto Club will hold a “Cruise-In” 
in the parking lot of Steak & Shake on U.S. 1 
South with a DJ playing 50s songs and more. 
5 pm – 8 pm. Steak & Shake, 1760 U.S. 1 
South, St. Augustine, 824-7229

August 19 Alison Krauss at the Grammy-win-
ning Bluegrass recording ar tist Alison Krauss 
will be performing with Union Station with 
Jerry Douglas at the St Augustine Amphi-
theatre on Friday, August 19th. Gates open at 
6:30 pm, show star ts at 8 pm. Tickets prices 
range from $29.50 to $69.50. Tickets can 
be ordered online through Ticketmaster or at 
the box offi ce. 8 pm – 11 pm. St Augustine 
Amphitheatre

August 21 Slightly Stoopid Concert Open-
ers include Rebelution, Shwayze, and Cisco 
Adler. Tickets are $35 in advance, or $40 at 
the door. 6-10 pm. St Augustine Amphitheatre, 
471-1965

August 30 Concert Featuring Tim Kasher The 
doors open at 7 pm. 460-9311, 8 pm – 11:30 
pm, Cafe Eleven 501 A1A Beach Blvd., St. 
Augustine Beach

September 2 Miranda Cosgrove With Shane 
Harper. The gates open at 5:30 pm and the 
show star ts at 7 pm. St. Augustine Amphithe-
atre, 471-1965

September 3 Concert Featuring John Vander-
slice with Gospel Music The doors open at 7 
pm. 8 pm – 11:30 pm, Cafe Eleven 501 A1A 
Beach Blvd., St. Augustine Beach, 460-9311

September 10 446th Founder’s Day Celebra-
tion A re-enactment of the landing of St. 
Augustine’s founder, Don Pedro Menendez 
de Aviles, at the landing point where Spanish 
colonists came ashore in 1565. There will 
be a historical presentation, followed by a 
celebration of Mass at the Mission’s outdoor 
altar. After the Celebration of Mass, there will 
be informative presentations, guest speakers, 
and a procession to the Mission Museum. Call 
(904) 824-2809 for more information. 9 am, 
Mission Nombre de Dios, 27 Ocean St.
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   Menendez, Aviles, Santand-
er. . . Names around St. Au-
gustine are constant reminders 
of the remarkable man who 
founded St. Augustine, the 
nation’s oldest city, but also 
rose to become Spain’s Cap-
tain General of the Ocean Sea.
 He was described as 
compact, muscular, with years 
at sea etched on his face; a 
small head, high forehead, 
long nose, and small mouth. 
He was animated in conversation, but also 
good listener.
 Pedro Menendez de Aviles y Alonso de 
la Campa was a superior seaman, military 
tactician, explorer, builder, and missionary. 
Few in history could equal his achievements 
- conquest, exploration and settlement of a 
new world, command of a Caribbean em-
pire, and of Spain’s armada.
 He was born in 1519, at Aviles on 
Spain’s north coast, among the youngest 
of 20 children. With his father’s early death, 
he grew up in a foster home. Restless, born 
by and to the sea, as a teenager he was in 
command of a small armada fi ghting French 
corsairs - privateers or pirates - plaguing 
Spanish shipping in the Mediterranean. 
 He showed his unusual talents at an 
early age. At one time, French corsairs at-
tacked vessels carrying a wedding party. His 
small patache was no match for the three 
attackers, so he separated two in a chase, 
and took them one by one. The remaining 
attacker fl ed.
 By 1558 he had proved himself a 
responsible, if not always obedient, com-
mander. Ordered to escort six zabras 
(freighters) with four warships to the 
battleground at Flanders, he found only 
four freighters, and no warships, ready. He 
decided not to wait, and sped the convoy 
to the distant port before the corsairs could 
attack. 
 The return trip was more spectacular. 
Ordered to escort six ships, he found anoth-
er 27 stacked up, fearing a French armada. 
Adding the 27 to his convoy, he approached 
the fl eet, gathered his charges and wove and 
darted about, leaving the fl eet in confusion 
and safely reaching port. 
 By his fortieth year, 1559, Menendez 
was General of the King’s armada, hailed as 
a brilliant seaman, but exhausted and poor. 
He battled depression and fever for nearly 
two years before answering a summons 
of the king. He was to be Captain General 
for the Fleet of the Indies, the ships bring-
ing treasure from the Americas. He would 
replace the general who had recently died, 
Alvaro Sanchez, Menendez’ older brother. 
 Menendez continued in this capacity for 
several years, serving the royal interest but 
often changing orders in the fi eld. This irked 
the Casa de Contratacion, a board oversee-
ing American trade. 
 In 1563, the Casa jailed Menendez and 
his brother Bartolome, Admiral of the fl eet. 

The charges: Exceeding orders, 
breaking rules, allowing smug-
gling.
 The Casa dragged out 
its inquiry while Menendez lan-
guished in prison for nearly two 
years. In this time, word came 
that his only son had been ship-
wrecked and lost near Bermuda. 
Petitions for freedom increased. 
Now the Casa decided the 
Council of the Indies must hold 

a hearing. More delay before 
the Council fi nally weighed the arguments, 
found no proof of the charges, yet fi ned 
Menendez 1,000 ducats and his brother 
200, and set them free.
 King Philip could not intercede, but he 
could reinstate his friend’s good name. He 
forgave half the fi ne and offered to reappoint 
him Captain General. 
 While appreciative, Menendez asked 
leave to fi rst search for his missing son. As 
they talked, ideas developed in both minds. 
Philip needed the Florida coast charted, as 
many of his ships had been lost in the Gulf 
stream current. He also suggested it was 
time for the conquest and settlement of 
Florida, which Ponce de Leon had claimed 
for Spain half a century earlier. 
 “Especially in these days when so 
many Lutheran heretics are springing up. . 
. .” Menendez added. His imagination was 
fi red. The French had established a fort in 
Florida, and others would come if Spain 
failed to act. 
 Menendez was named Adelantado, or 
leader, for the Florida project, under contract 
to the crown. He would establish Spain’s 
rights, settle the land, and share in its riches. 
It would also give him an opportunity to 
search for his son.
 Philip charged, “You will explore and 
colonize Florida; and if there be settlers or 
corsairs of other nations not subject to us, 
drive them out.”
 In France, Captain Jean Ribault, prepar-
ing to reinforce Fort Caroline near present-
day Jacksonville, was given his charge: “Do 
not let Menendez encroach upon you, any 
more than he would let you encroach upon 
him.”
 The inevitable clash ended in a hur-
ricane. Ribault’s ships were dashed along 
the shore miles south of St. Augustine, while 
Menendez’ troops, driven overland through 
torrential rains, captured defenseless Fort 
Caroline. 
 A few days before routing Fort Caroline 
and ending the French threat to Florida, 
the Adelantado, Governor, and General 
of Spain’s Florida, at midday Saturday, 
September 8, 1565, amid great ceremony, 
stepped ashore to formally found what is 
today America’s oldest continuously occu-
pied European settlement.
 Menendez proved an able administra-
tor, providing troops, tools and tradesmen 
to solidify the new colony. Leaving trusted 
lieutenants in charge, he began exploring 

the coastline, east and west. His impres-
sive ships, armor, colorful cloth, trinkets 
and strange but tasty food won most of the 
simple natives easily. 
 Menendez prided himself on learning 
new languages to impress leaders of new 
peoples. His interpreter provided him a list of 
kind words, and at San Anton on the south-
west coast, he used them amply to fl atter 
the chief’s wife. He was then told that he 
had just fl attered the chief’s sister, and she 
was now his wife! In the protocol of the day, 
his only choice was to take her, settling her 
with a Spanish entourage in Havana. 
 The Adelantado played the leading 
role in establishing a network of missions 
into the heart of the penninsula. He and his 
forces were the vanguard to uncertain wel-
comes, ready to impress or suppress these 
new world natives. 
 It helped that he became a rainmaker.
Guale, the tribe and area of southeast Geor-
gia, was in a drought. Menendez used the 
situation to preach faith in his Catholic God 
with hymns, litanies, and ornaments. He 
fi nally convinced the chief, or Cacique, to 
kneel and kiss the cross before his people; 
the skies began to cloud, and a torrential 
rain followed - only in the Guale area. 
 Word of this miracle spread throughout 
the penninsula, and missionaries following 
Menendez were welcomed in the many vil-
lages.
 In the two years following the founding 
of St. Augustine, Menendez had established 
seven settlements along Florida’s east and 
west coasts. He returned to Spain a hero. 
His grateful king created for him the title 
Captain General of the West and named him 
Governor of Cuba.
 Further exploration and settlement of 
the vast new world awaited him, but holding 
the areas he had settled, and administra-
tion at Havana, also demanded attention. 
Within a year of his return to Spain, four of 
his seven settlements had been destroyed 
by hostile Indians and French corsairs, and 
promised supplies and troops were not 
reaching the other beleaguered settlements. 
Funds promised to Menendez were not 
forthcoming, and he spent what wealth he 
had accumulated supporting the Florida gar-
risons.
 In 1573, King Philip announced Menen-
dez would become Captain General of a 
massive armada to put down the English 
fl eet. Menendez exhausted himself organiz-
ing the armada, and his heart was breaking 
as the work he had done in Florida was dis-
integrating. 
 September 7, 1574, nine years shy a 
day of his founding of St. Augustine, amid 
more pomp and ceremony, Menendez was 
given charge of Spain’s greatest armada: 
One hundred and fi fty ships and twelve thou-
sand troops. 
 Ten days later, at the armada harbor 
of Santander near his bir thplace of Aviles, 
Pedro Menendez de Aviles y Alonso de la 
Campa died. He was 55 years old.

Pedro Menendez
MAN AND LEGEND  BY GEORGE GARDNER

A complete account of Pedro Menendez’ 
remarkable life can be found in Menendez, 
by Albert Manucy, published by the St. Au-
gustine Historical Society, 1983, available 
at the St. Johns County Public Library.

COVER ARTIST 
Mark Menendez

BY SUSAN VAN HOAK

 From one web page to another, dif-
ferent images of artist and instructor Mark 
Menendez appear, and a different character 
takes shape on each. On the web page 
www.mark.menendez, the artist looks like 
a cross between one of the three muske-
teers and Salvador Dali. But go to a differ-
ent page, www.timeforart.tv, and he’s a 
Victorian art professor in period garb under 
an antique banner worded “Time for Art,” 
between antique pocket watches.
 Even more than his various ways of 
presenting himself, the artist’s paintings 
and classes cover a broad range in style, 
technique, and genre, anywhere from clas-
sical to abstract. In his Victorian persona, 
on his “Time for Art” web page, he prom-
ises to take potential students time travel-
ing back to the Renaissance era, or to the 
more recent past or even the future.
 Time for Art was surely required for 
the cover painting on this issue by Menen-
dez, who is a documented 14-generation-
removed relative of his subject, Pedro de 
Menendez. For the image of the founder of 
St. Augustine, he worked from a black and 
white print published in a 1791 booklet of 
etchings of famous Spaniards.* For the 
painting, Menendez researched and used 
the same method of multi-layers of thin 
oils that were used by court painter Titian 
(Tiziano Vecellio), painter of the original 
portrait of Pedro de Menendez (which was 
lost when the palace of Philip the second 
burned to the ground). 
 Menendez says he applied 40 glazes 
of red in the background drapery, “trying 
as much as possible to stick to the style 
and method of Titian.” In the fi nished paint-
ing the drapery, which has a rich, deep, 
satiny feel, reaches a degree of intensity 
that he attributes to the method of glazing 
in multiple layers.
 Menendez lives in the mountains in 
North Carolina, and travels all over teach-
ing painting and drawing classes (“not 
always in costume,” he says). Like most 
artists, he loves St. Augustine, and when 
asked, he said he would be most interested  
in visiting to teach a workshop here.

*by Jose Camaron y Baronot,
Published by Francesco de Paula Marti
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Dinner from $10.95
Lunch from $7.95

Ned's features a variety of fresh, reasonably priced
menu items including shrimp and seafood dishes. 

Family-style dining in a relaxed, friendly
and fun cafe atmosphere.

Gift certificates always available!

2450 US 1 South - St. Augustine
(904) 794-2088

Open  Monday ~ Friday  11 am ~ 9 pm
Saturday  8 am ~ 9 pm

Saturday Brunch from 8 am until 12 pm

We've Got Great Food 
It's That Simple!

www.nedssouthside.com

Reservations Required

Book online and save $$ on each tour!

THE ST. A UG USTINE

PUB
CRAWL

 When asked about his fi rst love, he says 
it’s art. But wait... he loves history. No, not just 
history; he’s fascinated with archeology, and 
anthropology, and ethnology and paleontology. 
But then again, art really is what he loves. “Art 
is my passion,” he states with conviction. “I 
love it; I live for it.” Right now he’s studying 
and painting St. Augustine with an eye to the 
past, bringing alive scenes as they were, in 
exact detail, fulfi lling his own deeper feelings 
about the old city’s heritage while thoroughly 
indulging his love of the process. 
 Dean Quigley has been drawing and paint-
ing for most of his life, so, at least chrono-
logically, art might be his fi rst love, although 
along the way, growing up in St. Petersburg, 
he developed an abiding interest in the past-- 
particularly Florida’s past, from recent history 
all the way back to pre-Columbian times. He 
found a fl int spear point in a creek when he 
was nine years old. That set him on a track 
that eventually led to becoming an itinerant 
historical artist, wandering the state, painting 
the past, illustrating for publications, interview-
ing and working with specialists in all historical 
fi elds, and lecturing on history and archeology 
from time to time. 
 Years after discovering that ancient spear 
point, after studying as an illustrator at Savan-

nah College of Art and Design, after a stint at 
the St. Petersburg Times, he found his way to 
archeology and began to paint an entire series 
on Calusa, Tocobago, Timucuan, and Tequesta 
Indians. Lake Placid now boasts an 80 by 20-

foot mural of Quigley’s that covers three time 
periods: an early hunter spears a giant mam-
moth, later Indians hunt deer with bows and 
arrows, and archeologists working on a dig in 
the present.
 Prior to starting a painting in his ultra-
realist style, he thoroughly researches the 
subject at hand. Then he takes the knowledge 
and applies rich colors and brushes to history, 
mostly, but not always. There are nudes in his 
portfolio along with endless other images he 
produces for popular magazine covers and for 
book-cover commissions, some at Barnes & 
Noble now.
 Quigley’s studies prior to starting a 
painting draw him to many places. He haunts 
libraries, museums, historical archives and 
Indian reservations. He browses through musty 
volumes in search of historic descriptions of 
buildings or clothes or wooly mammoths. He 
looks up ancient blueprints for painting old 
houses or Spanish galleons. And it all shows 
up in his works. He is a stickler for accuracy 
and detail, right down to a ship’s riggingand  
every single plank on the deck or a fragile 
piece of lace, or every hair on an Indian’s 
head.
  During a recent interview, he narrowed 
his wide range of interests down to talking 

Painter of History
DEAN QUIGLEY

BY: SUSAN VAN HOAK
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about St. Augustine history and archeology, 
except for a brief switch to his love for mu-
sic as he gestured toward a guitar propped 
on a stool nearby. He is painting on historic 
St. George Street in full historic attire, and 
persona. What sets him apart from the other 
reenactors and costumed pirates is that he just 
happens to be an exquisite illustrator who uses 
paints and palette to attract attention to the 
Spanish Quarter, a living history museum that 
demonstrates everyday life in St. Augustine as 
it was back when it fl ew the fl ag of Spain. The 
attire suits him, as does the Spanish Quarter 
where he can live out history in another set-
ting, using his art to lull the viewer into another 
world that speaks of another time and another 
culture-- a time that played out right here in the 
New World, in America, in St. Augustine, in the 
oldest European continuous city in the nation. 
 For his most choice St. Augustine paint-
ings, Quigley has developed a unique method 
of shadow-box matting that includes a cut 
out beneath the picture containing fragments 
of history such as tiny shards of colonial ce-
ramics, replicas of old Spanish coins, black 
square-head iron nails cast by a buddy of his, 
items friends glean from backyard gardens, 
and out-of-situ bits and pieces from archeo-
logical digs. Any inch of soil in St. Augustine 
bears studying for possible secrets of the past 
with the least bit of scratching and digging, 
and Quigley collects whatever fi ts his theme 
to display as part of his artwork. Playing with 
words, he calls himself an “archeo-artist” who 
does “art of facts.” 
      It was in his world of the past, in the Span-
ish Quarter break room for reenactors -- pos-
sibly an old pantry slightly larger than a double 
walk-in closet -- that he told of his wanderings 
around Florida documenting its history in 
drawings or brilliant acrylics, leaving behind 
works in museums, cities, multiple private and 
public collections, and great murals in public 
places. 
 His colors are rich, his compositions 
almost academic in their correctness, his im-
ages vivid and crisp. He says it takes him any-
where from three hours when painting out on 
the street, start to fi nish, to hundreds of hours 
to complete some of his works.
 Quigley likes to say he lives his own way, 
fi nding commissions or painting as a street 

vendor, painting the past and following his 
dream of documenting Florida from primeval 
times to all other periods of history. What he 
will do next, he hasn’t said. The Spanish Quar-
ter will only be around for a while longer, as it 
is due to close soon. 
 He doesn’t mind that he’s known for say-
ing whatever he wants to say. And he has a 
reputation for being a bit hard to fi nd, a little bit 
independent, doing whatever suits his latest 
interests. Today that’s painting on the street 
and talking about St. Augustine history to any-
one who wants to stop and watch him work. 
He teaches his viewers about this land Ponce 
de Leon called La Florida, in this old city, in 
this great nation that still allows an individual 
the freedom to be yourself, to live the “bohe-
mian” life, to paint the town in a totally realistic 
fashion, dressed in 18th century garb, lulling 
visitors to the Spanish Quarter during its last 
days as a living museum of history. 

Preserving
The Past

SPANISH TRAIL 
MARKER

VISITOR CENTER

Picturing
The

Present

Paving 
TheWay 
To The
FutureWORLD GOLF 

VILLAGE
Fisher Concrete Inc., a leader in the concrete 
and paving industry, has been in architectural 
and structural concrete business for over 30 

years. The company also specializes in decorative 
pavers, artisic hard scaping such as outside 

summer kitchens, bonfire pits, outdoor fireplaces, 
retaining walls and specialtry masonry for drive-

ways, pool decks and walkways.

Paving the Way
6988 US 1 North Suite 107 St. Augustine, FL 32095

Phone (904) 808-9970
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88 San Marco Ave.
904-829-1133

PIZZA
CALZONES

SUBS
Lunch & Dinner 

Specials
88 San Marco Ave.

904-829-1133

Lunch & Dinner 

Bouvier Maps & Prints

11-D Aviles Street
St. Augustine FL
johnbouvier@bellsouth.net

(904) 825-0920

Antique Maps, Prints & Books
Fossil: Shark Teeth & Custom Knives

EZMONEY
NO CREDIT

CHECK LOANS
No Kidding!

904.342.0361

Ghost Walk
Tours

 

sheriff's

 On September 3, 2011, Pedro Menendez 
de Aviles will come ashore “with many banners 
spread, to the sound of trumpets and salutes of 
artillery,” to found St. Augustine.
 His landing will be at the northeast corner of 
the Mission of Nombre de Dios, where Mass will 
be said at a rustic altar erected years ago to com-
memorate the fi rst Catholic service on this new 
land.
 Worshippers gathered for this commemora-
tive event will be sitting in what was the courtyard 
of a triangular fort, built as early as 1566, one 
year after Menendez’ landing later to be burned 
by England’s Sir Francis Drake in 1586.
 This is the remarkable historic offering 
of our nation’s oldest city, the oldest continu-
ously occupied European settlement in America.
Ceremonies and reenactments are not staged in 
historically similar locations, but in the exact loca-
tions where they occurred centuries ago.
 Discovery of this triangular moat, believed 
to extend under Ocean Avenue, which marks the 
northern boundary of the mission, is part of sixty 
years of archaeological investigation of the Mis-
sion and adjacent Fountain of Youth areas.
 The area, “periodically inundated by tidal 
action - was once dry land that has been altered 
through dredging, erosion and sewer runoff,” 
principal investigator Kathy Deagan of the Uni-
versity of Florida suggests. “More investigation 

needs to be done on the north side of Ocean 
Avenue near the water.
 “It is remarkable that the sites have survived 
at all,” Deagan says, “given their high, water-view 
property value and the changes in the water-
ways of St. Augustine wrought by the Corps of 
Engineers and others over the years. It is both 
unusual and ironic that in spite of the tremendous 
development for tourism along the coastal areas 
of St. Augustine over the past 50 years, these 
crucial sites have been protected by tourism! 
The Fountain of Youth Park has been a historical 
tourist attraction for nearly a century and the La 
Leche Shrine is a mecca for Catholic tourists and 
pilgrims, and has been left as a sanctuary.
 “And now that there is strong evidence that 
the bir thplace of St. Augustine lies under these 
grounds.”

‘With many banners spread’

The following account is from a translation of the 
memoir of Father Francisco Lopez de Mendoza 
Grajales, principal priest accompanying Pedro 
Menendez de Avilés on his 1565 voyage to drive 
the French from Florida and establish a Spanish 
settlement—St. Augustine, America’s oldest con-
tinuously occupied European settlement.

 On Saturday, the 8th, the general landed 
with many banners spread, to the sound of trum-
pets and salutes of artillery. As I had gone ashore 
the evening before, I took a cross and went to 
meet him, singing the hymn Te Deum laudamus. 
 The general marched up to the cross, fol-
lowed by all who accompanied him, and there 
they kneeled and embraced the cross. A large 
number of Indians watched these proceedings 
and imitated all they saw done. 
 The same day the general took formal pos-
session of the country in the name of his Majesty, 
all the captains took the oath of allegiance to 
him, as their general and governor of the country. 
 When this ceremony was ended, he offered 
to do everything in his power for them, especially 
for Captain Patino who, during the whole voyage, 
had ardently served the cause of God and of the 
King and, I think, will be rewarded for his assidu-
ity and talents in constructing a fort in which to 
defend ourselves until the arrival of help from St. 
Domingo and Havana. 

Dedicated leader for annual 
reenactment

 Four hundred and forty six years ago, King 
Philip II called on his friend and said, “Pedro, I 
need you to do something for me. … I need you 
to get in a boat and go to Florida and step out 
onto the shore and establish that the land belongs 
to Spain, and then build a city.”
 Thir ty-three years ago, someone called on a 
devoted citizen of that city and said, “Fred, I need 
you to do something for me…
 “I need you to get a boat, and an exemplar 
of Pedro Menendez, to step out onto the shore 
and reaffi rm that St. Augustine was indeed 
founded by Spain, and survives to this day as our 
Nation’s Oldest City.”
 For 31 years, former Mayor Fred Brinkhoff 
not only found the right person for this very spe-
cial task, but organized the faithful reenactment 
of this singular event, bringing together many 
segments of the community to pay homage to the 
City and its history.
 With Brinkhoff’s “turning over the reins” in 
2009, the ceremony continues under the direction 
of Mission of Nombre de Dios Director Eric John-
son, with assistance of a score of 16th century 
reenactors to create a panorama of living history. 

Where It All Began
LANDING CEREMONY ON EXACT SITE

BY GEORGE GARDNER

TONY’S
PIZZA

New York Style
DELIVERY

Pizza ∙ Subs ∙ Calzones ∙ Salads
24 Years Serving The Best Pizza

In St. Augustine
 Open 11am-10pm|wkend until 11pm

6975 A1A S. #2 - Crescent Beach
(904) 471-9027  (904) 471-8660

TONY’S
New York Style

Dine in
Take Out

FREE
Delivery
ALL YOU
CAN EAT

Lunch Buffet
Mon-Fri
$5.99

Fleming Plaza
1605 C.R. 220 - Orange Park

(904)269-7900
next to Players Grill

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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In eighteen seventy-fi ve, at the end of a 
sorrowful reconstruction period for the south 
after the Civil War, C.F. Hamblen joined the 
fl ow of northerners lured by the warm climate 
and new business opportunities of St. Augus-
tine.
 Ten years later, as C.F. expanded his gro-
cery business to include any wares in demand, 
Standard Oil mogul Henry Flagler took up 
residence with a vision to create an “American 
Riviera” for his wealthy northern friends. The 
timing was perfect for C.F., who was happy to 
supply any needs – and for Flagler, fi rst with 
magnifi cent hotels and public buildings in St. 
Augustine, then down through Ormond, Palm 
Beach, the Keys, and Nassau in the Bahamas, 
the needs were voluminous. Enough for C.F. to 
establish a steamship, the USS City of St. Au-
gustine, to transport goods from New York to 
points all along Florida’s east coast and over 
to Nassau in the Bahamas.
 The C.F. Hamblen Company grew to 
be the largest merchant in St. Augustine 
and third largest statewide. Disasters never 
discouraged C.F. In April, 1887, a major fi re 
destroyed much of the city north of the Plaza. 
Hamblen’s store, facing the south side, was 
spared. But on December 15 another fi re com-
pletely destroyed his store and stock, valued at 
$40,000. Undaunted, C.F. built a much larger 
store and warehouse at 11-13 Hospital (now 
Aviles) Street, until its fi nal move to Artillery Lane 
after World War One.
 C.F. Hamblen died in 1920, and that store 
and warehouse, a massive three-quarter acre 
complex, continued in operation until it closed 
in 1948. That left just one store in C.F.’s empire, 
which survives to this day, the Hamblen Hardware 
store on King Street. 

PRESERVING A TREASURE
 In a surreal setting, that Artillery Lane store/
warehouse remained closed – an attic of memo-
rabilia of turn of the century products, until Fred 
Green reopened it as the Oldest Store Museum. 
In time, inevitably, a buyer sought to convert the 
building into condominiums, and St. Augustine 

Historical Society Librarian Charles Tingley la-
mented that the Oldest Store Museum inventory 
might be dispersed with sale of the building.
 Historic Tours of America is in the business 
of preserving history. Since buying the Old Jail 
property on San Marco Avenue, Historic Tours of 
America, founded by Edwin Swift III and two part-
ners in the 1970s, has saved half a dozen historic 
buildings from demolition, by moving them to the 
Old Jail site. One of these was the “House that 
Trust Built,” Herbie Wiles’ colonial-style insurance 
building on US 1, which would make room for a 
larger building.
 It was perhaps inevitable that Historic Tours 
would purchase the entire C.F. Hamblen Oldest 
Store inventory, lock, stock, and goat powered 
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washing machine, and that the House that 
Trust Built would become home to the Oldest 
Store Museum Experience.

BROWSING YESTERYEAR
 Convincing “storekeepers” are there invit-
ing visitors to sample “the latest shipment of 
candy sticks from Pennsylvania,” consider a 
massive coffee grinder “for a mere $12, ad-
equate to serve coffee to the whole town,” and 
the latest elixirs, high button shoes, and men’s 
chapeaus. 
 Up front, the one-room store is modest, 
but brimming with household wares. But visi-
tors are fortunately “appear to be a motivated 
group,” will be offered the opportunity to visit 
the warehouse through swinging doors. Here 
the full extent of the C.F. Hamblen collection 
can be appreciated, from breads and bacon 
to harvesters and hay wagons (“A we have 
another 3,000 square foot warehouse nearly 
full,” local manager Ed Swift IV confi des). Not 
only inventory, but company ledgers, billings, 
and correspondence from the C.F. Hamblen 
Company came with the purchase, and are 
reproduced in boards about the museum. 
 With the feel of a bygone store comes 
modern technology. An animatronic butcher 
describes great bargains, a bookkeeper dozes, 
and C.F. Hamblen comes to life in his painting 

to describe his company’s history. 
 The Oldest Store Museum Experience joins 
the Old Jail – the original Henry Flagler building 
to move the lock-up away from his resort hotels 
– and Old Florida Museum.
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