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Join us Friday, September 26th for a night of food, 
dancing and exciting performances.

Then on Saturday morning, September 27th grab 
your paddles and jump in a dragon boat for a day of 
exciting competitions, multi-cultural activities and 
lots of spectator fun!

Iourney to Asia without 
leaving Iacksonville!

Night of Asia, Friday, Sept 26th 6pm-Midnight Celebration Church (New Arena)

Fidelity Investment Jacksonville Dragon Boat Festival, 
Saturday, Sept 27th 8:00am-5:00pm  The Jacksonville Landing 

NightofAsia.org JacksonvilleDragonBoatFestival.com

Get bit by the 
dragon!
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Born in Oshkosh, with stops in Venice and Gulf Breeze, Florida, along the way, Allegretti has long 
been moving in the spheres of marketing, advocacy and art. Starting out in criminology at FSU, he 
began to sell ATMs in the Panhandle.

Allegretti found himself at home selling and packaging ideas. He dabbled in the trade shows and 
set up ATM displays out of Fort Walton. It was so successful he was representing them up and down 
Florida’s East Coast – selling, installing, and learning the business of “the sale” – but it required lots 
of road travel.

Then, Allegretti was recruited for a job in Jacksonville by Derek Mercer from RecruitMax. When 
one of his freelance gigs, doing the newsletter at Theatre Jacksonville, became steady he was hired 
by the Theatre to be marketing director, a position he says brought out his love for the arts. He wel-
comed experience in helping with the props and backstaging, too.

“All of us at Theatre Jacksonville are thrilled to see Tony in his new role at the Cultural Council,” 
says Sarah Boone, president of Theatre Jacksonville. “In his time as marketing director at the theatre, 
he brought many new ideas to the table in a successful initiative to widen our audience reach. I have 
no doubt that he’ll bring that same innovation and vibrancy to Jacksonville’s arts and cultural scene.”

By 2004, Allegretti had helped start “First Fridays” in Hemming Plaza and the community lens 
was turning towards reviving Downtown. A white paper was developed for Art Walk, which is now 
a decade-old institution on the first Wednesday of the month. “People were buying buildings and 
leasing space. Living Downtown was becoming popular--it was a great time back then,” Allegretti 
remembers.

“I went to Seattle to visit my sister. The idea of taking what Seattle had done in their urban core 
and developing a loose central map of Downtown became a discussion – art in trees, music on the 
street, life back in Downtown. So, in collaboration with Downtown Vision, I made a pitch to the DVI 
Board in November of 2003 and became a consultant. Soon, Mayor Peyton was on board, and we all 
developed “Take Me to the River” at the end of Hogan Street, started a farmer’s market, moved more 
art and art projects Downtown–things were happening.”

Allegretti started getting the Downtown buzz on a more personal level. He and his friend Paul 
Shockey bought a downtown building to show their up-close-and-personal support of urban core 
revitalization, of which the Burrito Gallery (BG) restaurant-bar-meeting place became a mainstay and 
a model for others.

“Tony’s now doing what he loves to do,” says Paul Shockey, one of the four founders of Burrito 
Gallery, along with Marco Monroy and his cousin Eddie Escriba, who came from Boca Raton. Marco 
and Eddie drove the restaurant side, and Paul and Tony headed up the the real estate side of the busi-
ness. They’ve celebrated a decade of success. Together, they are quite a team.

At the time, all four of them lived in Springfield. They wanted a spot for good food, good people 
and good times--and, as history shows, it was the right time to move. BG was opened in late 2003. 
The same four also started the UPTOWN Market. “This new position for Tony blends together the art 
of business in the urban core because it encompasses art and business,” Shockey says.

“Tony’s always talking about ‘the funnel’ – collecting the information, the facts, then putting a 
spin on it and blending it with his urban interests. He’s always been an ‘out of the box’ thinker, and he 

Facts & Figures

More art 
More culture 
More PeoPle

will take the Cultural Council in a new direction. Tony’s always been in the middle of things going on 
Downtown. He’s genuine, too, even though he’s a marketing professional on steroids. He can affect 
Downtown,” Shockey says.

“With regard to Burrito Gallery and UPTOWN Market, Tony and his partners showed foresight,” 
states William (Bill) R. Cesery Jr., of The Cesery Companies, a major name in Jacksonville develop-
ment. “I remember when there was a meeting of Downtown stakeholders – Toney Sleiman, Carlton 
Jones, Alex Coley, Mike Langton and others,” Cesery says, “Tony rode in on his four-foot skate-
board!” Allegretti certainly knows how to make an entrance – he can be the icebreaker and get any 
meeting focused, quickly.

A new leader has taken over the reins of The Cultural 
Council of Greater Jacksonville, circled round his staff, 
and forged a collaborative path for its future. Tony 
Allegretti has a vision, and he wants you to come along 
and be part of it.  BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

THIS DATA ONLY REFLECTS THE IMPACT OF THE AFOREMENTIONED 21 ORGANIZATIONS 
WHICH RECEIVED 2013-14 FUNDING THROUGH THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE’S CSG PROGRAM 
ADMINISTERED BY THE CULTURAL COUNCIL OF GREATER JACKSONVILLE.

More than 1.4 Million people experienced arts and cultural by going 

to performances, events and education programming offered by these 21 organizations

21 organizations employ 238 full-time paid positions, 

240 part-time positions and 240 independent contractors721

CSG recipients spent $29 Million dollars in the local economy last year, 

achieving an overall economic impact of $58 Million dollars

Ar ts and culture are powerful economic drivers that generate tourism dollars, create 
job oppor tunities and infuse energy into our city blocks. By continuing to suppor t 
public investment in ar ts and culture, we accelerate our pace in making Jacksonville 
a world-class destination.

$58M
Total economic impact of 
CSG-funded organizations

$5.5M CSG (Cultural Service Grants) invested 
this in educational programs

Jacksonville invests ¼ of 1% (00.28) of the City’s budget, approximately $3.32  
per person, in arts and culture

“Tony’s always talking about ‘the funnel’ – collecting 
the information, the facts, then putting a spin on it 

and blending it with his urban interests.”

photo by george e. deacon
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Allegretti continued on what he calls his “project-based lifestyle”, with one event following the 
next. One day he got a call – there was an opening for the director of Riverside Arts Market, the com-
munity gem founded by Wayne Wood. “I really wanted that job,” Allegretti says. “To me, Riverside 
Arts Market or RAM was a smash, the ultimate ‘cool’ project I could ever be involved with. It was a 
dream to be in a community-based start-up and working with such great organizations, such as Riv-
erside Avondale Preservation,” Allegretti rhapsodizes.

“Tony has many talents that have shown themselves in different enterprises he has led in the 
past, such as RAM, Community 1st Saturdays and ArtWalk,” says Wayne Wood, community agitator, 
historian, author, retired optometrist and founder of Riverside Arts Market, now recognized nationwide 
as a destination when coming to Jacksonville.

“He’s adept at social media and always at the forefront of new trends and ideas. He foresees 
and conveys a sense of excitement. Tony is a great communicator, and he has ‘contagious enthu-
siasm’. He is a creative innovator, like P.T. Barnum and The Music Man – people want to follow him 
because he’s a swirling vortex of energy that people are drawn to. Jacksonville is greatly enriched in 
having a personality like Tony, and the Cultural Council is blessed to have him as their pied piper.”

Of course, never one to let any grass grow under his feet, Tony was working pro bono with the 
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce on a project, which led then-president Wally Lee to offer him the 
position of Director of Downtown Engagement. While there for nearly two years, Allegretti put together 
the “Community 1st Saturdays” by engaging the credit union to brand with this Downtown initiative, 
which has continued to be a great success, since getting started in 2012.

Working towards Downtown engagement and bringing about awareness of the great arts and 
cultural activities available in Jacksonville are all things Allegretti has been doing for a long time. 
When the position of executive director of the Cultural Council came up, it seemed obvious this might 
be a great next step, one to really call home for a long-term career.

Tony brings focus on what the Cultural Council does, and will do, and how anyone can become 
involved and make it part of their own experience. He has a three-legged approach to this: advocacy, 
wherein the Cultural Council gives and defends grants to local organizations; the Spark District, focus-
ing within defined streets/blocks of Downtown Jacksonville; and art in public places. Says Tony, “Our 
goal is to make this effort sustainable and continue to support artists who can bring about visual 
change through their work while engaging generations in our community.”

“The seat of my three-legged stool is to strengthen the direct connection between the private 
sector and patrons of the arts directly to our local artists. We will raise dollars to fund artists – this is 
a very important part of the equation. Artists represent and express what we are all about in Jackson-
ville,” Tony says.

“We will be an excellent steward of taxpayer dollars, which will be re-granted to our cultural 
services’ grantees. Our vision is to work even more closely with the private sector – such as Florida 
Blue, Prudential and individual donors, as we intend to begin to fundraise throughout the year to have 
important dollars to fund new and exciting projects now being developed.”

The process the Cultural Council must go through to distribute these dollars is defined by ordi-
nance; however, they do have options outside the CIP, or Capital Improvement Projects, such as col-
laborations with the DIA, or Downtown Investment Authority, Urban Streetscape Façade Program, and 
JTA Transit programs.

Soon, the Cultural Council will open a benefit-based membership drive for corporations and 
private citizens to fund goals and objectives – artist memberships will be complimentary. So if you’d 
like to, you can a part of a driving force in Jacksonville arts and culture. “We invite every resident, 
organization, and others who have an interest, to come along with us,” says Allegretti.

“We are all about education,” Allegretti continues. “[The Cultural Council is] participating with 
MOCA’s “Any Given Child - Jacksonville” (AGC) in February, which is an important partnership to help 
augment the schools with art and cultural activities and needed supplies. I would not be where I am 
or the person I am today without art and music in my school. It was important to me then, important 
to me now, and important to me to ensure my children have the same experience – every year is a 
lost year without the arts in school.”

Reverend Kimberly Hyatt of St. Johns Cathedral and CAP Kids, agrees. She says, “It’s important 
to have leaders from all sectors represented on the Steering Committee for AGC-Jacksonville, so Tony 
was a natural choice given the Cultural Council’s focus on public art. Tony’s history of working for 
our city to be rich with arts opportunities for everyone will help us continue to think of new and in-
novative ways that arts education can be expanded in Jacksonville. We are very fortunate to have his 
insights included in the Steering Committee discussions currently underway.”

Special events are on the work board of the Cultural Council and will increase as the Cultural 
Council begins to network into the community for support and awareness of its programs and educa-
tional initiatives.

“I want us to realize Jacksonville is a world-class city of culture – and we intend to communi-
cate it, envision it, and make it happen through support of, for instance, our area museums, the Zoo, 
libraries, music venues, such as the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra and Jacksonville Children’s 
Choir.”

“Members of my staff are like comic book heroes. They are on the front line of one of the most 
important parts of our community. We are responsible and accountable for the communication of arts 
and cultural activities, so we can make Jacksonville a better place – this is a heavy burden.”

Despite that burden, Allegretti and his staff have some great support from so many people in the 
community. Plans for 2015 are already underway, and Allegretti says we should see a big announce-
ment soon: look for it on the Cultural Council’s Facebook or on their website at www.culturalcouncil.org
  

 
 
 
 
 

“Our goal is to make this effort sustainable and continue to 
support artists who can bring about visual change through their 

work while engaging generations in our community.”
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performing  arts

Aug 30-Sept 6 DEARLY DEPARTED is a rollicking 
comedy about the crisis facing the Turpin family 
after the passing of the not-so-beloved family 
patriarch Bud. His son wants to save money on 
the funeral by putting the casket on top of his Im-
pala, his daughter is only interested in the food, 
his sister is relishing the thought of his burning 
in hell for eternity, and his wife wants to have 
“mean and surly” put on his gravestone. This 
simmering Southern stew of family resentments 
comes to a boil at the funeral, and a family that 
can’t stand one another realizes they love each 
other more than they know. Fernandina Little 
Theatre.

Sept 4-6 WATER BY THE SPOONFUL Somewhere 
in North Philadelphia, Elliot has just returned from 
Iraq and is caring for his dying mother. Some-
where in an online chatroom, recovering addicts 
cling to each other for another day sober...or 
another day alive. This new play redefines what 
it means to be a family: by blood or by choice. 
Written by Quiara Alegria Hudes. Directed by 
Pablo Gonzalez. Players by the Sea.

Sept 5-21 PHANTOM, THE MUSICAL The Tony 
Award-winning authors of Nine have transformed 
Leroux’s work into a sensation that enraptures audi-
ences and critics. Orange Park Community Theatre.

Sept 5-21 THE BOY FROM OZ This award-win-
ning Broadway hit is a musical true story of the 
late entertainer Peter Allen, who was a protege of 
Judy Garland, and briefly married to her daughter 
Liza Minnelli. Directed by Ellen Milligan and Cody 
Russell. Musical direction by Ellen Milligan and 
choreography by Cody Russell. Book by Martin 
Sherman and Nick Enright, music and lyrics by 
Peter Allen. Atlantic Beach Experimental Theatre.

Sept 10-Oct 12 MAN OF LA MANCHA tells the 
tale of Don Quixote in this classic musical that 
is always an audience favorite. Alhambra Dinner 
Theatre.

Sept 19-Oct 4 FIGARO Written by Charles Morey, 
the play is freely adapted from Le Mariage de 
Figaro by Beaumarchais. Figaro is getting mar-
ried in the morning, and the enterprising servant, 
barber, and professional troublemaker couldn’t be 
happier. But with everybody scheming to come 
between him and his bride, Figaro will need all 
his cunning to make it down the aisle. This new 
adaptation of Beaumarchais’ comic masterpiece 
is not only funny, but has a razor sharp political 
edge. Theatre Jacksonville.

Sept 19-Oct 19 THE ADDAMS FAMILY The weird 
and wonderful family comes to devilishly delight-
ful life in this magnificently macabre new musical 
comedy created by Jersey Boys’ authors Marshall 
Brickman and Rick Elice, and Drama Desk Award-
winner Andrew Lippa. Directed by Gary Cadwal-
lader. Limelight Theatre.

Sept 19-Oct 11 JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR The 
last days of Jesus Christ are retold through the 
eyes of his betrayer, Judas, in this high-energy 
rock musical. Jesus explores the battle of human-
ity versus divinity against a backdrop of betrayal, 
responsibility, love, and the perils of celebrity, along 
with Mary Magdalene and the disciples. Music by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. Lyrics by Tim Rice. Directed 
and choreographed by Ron Shreve. Music direction 
by Greg Hersey. Players by the Sea.

Sept 25-Oct 4 THE SECRET AFFAIRS OF MIL-
DRED WILD What do you get when you combine 
King Kong, Gone With The Wind, and a woman 
that is obsessed with movies to the point of liv-
ing through them in her dreams? The answer is 
The Secret Affairs of Mildred Wild written by Paul 
Zindel, which explores the exploits of one woman 
and her love of old movies. Directed by Bonnie 
Harrison. DASOTA Black Box Theatre.

Sept 26-Oct 5 LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS We 
can’t wait to see Stage Aurora’s production of the 
this comedy rock horror musical. Stage Aurora.

Oct 3-Nov 8 THE RED LINE After taking a wicked 
cocktail of speed and vodka, Artie Molleno is 
convinced his girlfriend is cheating on him. De-
termined to be the first to strike, Artie and his old 
drug-dealing friend Sy hatch a scheme to publicly 
shame her. Friendship, Facebook, and physics 
collide on a rooftop in Chicago in this hyper-kinet-
ic look at the breakdown and break-ups of mod-
ern relationships. The world premiere production 
is written by Joshua Kreis McTiernan and directed 
by Juan Unzueta. Players by the Sea Studio Stage.

Oct 10-11 MRS. INDEPENDENT Trey (Priest 
Tyaire), maintains an honest and respectable sal-
ary of $40,000 a year as a mechanic, while his 
wife, Carleena (Robin Givens), climbs the corpo-
rate ladder as an attorney and advances to a six 
figure salary. This creates a financial imbalance 
in the home which leads the marriage on a down-
ward spiral of emotional and spiritual conflicts. 
Times-Union Center.

Oct 14-17 & 24 LA CAROLINE  Written by John 
Citrone and Jennifer Chase, La Caroline is a 
ground-breaking, dynamic, rock opera steeped in 
16th-Century Florida and European history upon 
the founding of a French settlement at Ft. Caroline 
in northeast Florida. The production uncovers the 
lives of the French Huguenot and Spanish Catholic 
explorers, artists, adventurers, and the Timucuan 
people. MoSH Rooftop. 1025 Museum Circle.

theatre

2014

*VenUes FIND vENUE AND TICkET INFORMATION 
ON PAGE 9 UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

JEKYLL & HYDE at Thrasher-Horne, Oct 25

DASOTA: Douglas Anderson School of the Arts
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Oct 17-Nov 2 MURDER AMONG FRIENDS Take 
an aging, vain actor, his very rich wife, a double-
dealing, double-loving agent and put them in an 
elegant New York duplex, and add witty dialogue, 
and you get the basic elements for an evening of 
pure, sophisticated entertainment. Orange Park 
Community Theatre.

Oct 18 TESTIMONY OF A GUILTY HUSBAND 
Michael R. Thomas and A Little Boy Dreaming 
Productions present this show at 3pm and 7pm. 
Ritz Theatre, www.jaxevents.com.

Oct 21-26 ANNIE Leapin’ Lizards! Directed by 
original lyricist and director Martin Charnin and 
choreographed by Liza Gennaro, this production 
breathes new life into the iconic, original story. 
Annie includes such unforgettable songs as ‘It’s 
the Hard Knock Life,’ ‘Easy Street,’ ‘I Don’t Need 
Anything But You,’ plus the eternal anthem of 
optimism, ‘Tomorrow.’ Opening Night is Family 
Night on Broadway. Presented by the FSCJ Artist 
Series. Times-Union Center.

Oct 22-Nov 19 THE DROWSY CHAPERONE is a 
zany show-within-a show musical comedy. Al-
hambra Dinner Theatre.

Oct 24-Nov 9 ONE MAN, TWO GUvNORS This 
comedy by Richard Bean is based on The Servant 
and Two Masters. Directed by Jason Woods, this 
award-winning play is a glorious celebration of 
British comedy with a unique, laugh-out-loud mix 
of satire, songs, slapstick, and glittering one-lin-
ers. Atlantic Beach Experimental Theatre.

Oct 25 JEkYLL & HYDE Based on the classic 
story by Robert Louis Stevenson and featuring a 
thrilling score of pop rock hits from Frank Wild-
horn and Leslie Bricusse. An evocative tale of 
two men - one a doctor, passionate and romantic 
- the other, a terrifying madman; and two women 
- one, beautiful and trusting - the other, beautiful 
and trusting only herself. Both women are in love 
with the same man. Both are unaware of his dark 
secret. Their story unfolds in this gripping musi-
cal thriller resplendent with a sumptuous score 

including the unforgettable, ‘This is the Moment,’ 
‘Someone Like You,’ and ‘A New Life.’ Thrasher-
Horne Center

Nov 6-8 SPANk! THE FIFTY SHADES PARODY 
The hilarious new musical that brings all the 
naughty fun of the best-selling book to life. Get 
there early for pre-show cocktails, then stay to 
meet the cast after the show, and pose for a 
photo with the fetching star himself. Presented by 
the FSCJ Artist Series. Times-Union Center.

Nov 7-22 LOvE GOES TO PRESS In this wise-
cracking romantic comedy, set in a press camp 
on the Italian front in 1944, two women war 
correspondents - smart, sexy, and famous for 
scooping their male competitors - struggle to 
balance their professional lives with their love 
lives. The two glamorous American journalists are 
autobiographical creations of the authors: Martha 
Gellhorn and Virginia Cowles who met while cov-
ering the Spanish Civil War. Theatre Jacksonville.

Nov 7-30 CLYBOURNE PARk Produced in con-
junction with Lift Up Lincolnville, Clybourne Park 
is a play by Bruce Norris written in response to 
Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in the Sun. It 
portrays fictional events set before and after the 

Hansberry play and is loosely based on historical 
events that took place in the city of Chicago. Di-
rected by Jason Collins. Limelight Theatre.

Nov 15 BLACk EAGLES A staged reading. Stage 
Aurora.

Nov 8 LOvE AND BETRAYAL A gospel stage play. 
Ritz Theatre and Museum.

Nov 14 BEYOND GLORY Stephen Lang brings 
the stories of eight different men to the stage in a 
one-man show that will reach into your very soul 
and keep you thoroughly spellbound. Adapted 
from Larry Smith’s stirring book, Beyond Glory 
presents the stories of eight veterans from World 
War II, Korea, and Vietnam, rendering first hand 
accounts of valor which resulted in the nation’s 
highest military award, the Medal of Honor. The 
Florida Theatre.

Nov 20-22 vIOLET As a girl, Violet was struck by 
a wayward axe blade when her father was chop-
ping wood, leaving her with a visible scar across 
her face. Doctors could do nothing to help her so, 
twelve years later, having saved enough money, 
Violet embarks on a cross country bus trip to visit 
an evangelical preacher who she is convinced 

SPANK! THE FIFTY SHADES 
PARODY, Nov 6-8
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GET REAL new american painting

Kevin Peterson: Street Light, 2012. Oil on panel with metal. 46.5 x 71 inches. Courtesy of the artist and Thinkspace Gallery, Culver City, California.

Eight young artists present 
the American experience

MOCAJACKSONVILLE.ORG
on v iew 09 .13 .14  –  01 .04 .15

Portraiture Through Time: 
A MOCA/Cummer Museum Tour 
1-4 p.m. Sunday, October 5

VenUes
ALHAMBRA DINNER THEATRE 12000 Beach 
Blvd., 641-1212, alhambrajax.com

ATLANTIC BEACH ExPERIMENTAL THEATRE
716 Ocean Blvd. (Atlantic Beach), 249-7177, 
abettheatre.com

BEACHES FINE ARTS SERIES St. John’s Ca-
thedral, 270-1771, beachesfinearts.org

COMEDY CLUB OF JACkSONvILLE 11000 
Beach Blvd. Suite #8, 646-HAPPY, jackson-
villecomedy.com.

COMEDY ZONE Inside the Ramada Inn, I-295 
& San Jose Blvd., 292-HAHA, comedyzone.
com

CUMMER MUSEUM OF ART & GARDENS
829 Riverside Ave., 356-6857, cummer.org 

DOUGLAS ANDERSON SCHOOL OF THE 
ARTS
2445 San Diego Rd., 346-5620, da-arts.org

FLORIDA THEATRE 128 E. Forsyth St., 355-
2787, floridatheatre.com

FRIDAY MUSICALE 645 Oak St., 355-7584, 
fridaymusicale.com

JACkSONvILLE MAIN LIBRARY 303 N. Laura 
St., 630-2665, jplmusic.blogspot.com 

JACkSONvILLE vETERANS MEMORIAL 
ARENA 300 A. Philip Randolph Blvd., 630-
3900, jaxevents.com

JU’S TERRY CONCERT HALL AND SWISHER 
THEATER 2800 University Blvd. N., 256-
7677, arts.ju.edu

LIMELIGHT THEATRE 11 Old Mission Ave., 
St. Augustine, 904-825-1164, limelight-the-
atre.org 

ORANGE PARk COMMUNITY THEATRE
2900 Moody Ave., Orange Park, 276-2599, 
opct.org

PLAYERS BY THE SEA COMMUNITY THE-
ATRE 106 6th St. N. (Jacksonville Beach), 
249-0289, playersbythesea.org

PONTE vEDRA CONCERT HALL 1050 A1A 
N. (Ponte Vedra), 471-1965, pvconcerthall.
com

RITZ THEATRE & LAvILLA MUSEUM 829 N. 
Davis St., 807-2010, ritzjacksonville.com

RIvERSIDE FINE ARTS 1100 Stockton St., 
389-6222, riversidefinearts.org

STAGE AURORA 5164 Norwood Ave., 765-
7372, stageaurora.org

ST. MARYS LITTLE THEATRE 1100 Osborne 
Rd. (St. Mary’s, GA), (912) 729-1102, st-
maryslittletheatre.com

THEATRE JACkSONvILLE Harold K. Smith 
Playhouse, 2032 San Marco Blvd., 396-
4425, www.theatrejax.com. 

THRASHER-HORNE CENTER FOR THE ARTS
283 College Dr. (Orange Park), 276-6815, 
thcenter.org

TIMES-UNION CENTER FOR PERFORMING 
ARTS Terry Theater, Moran Theater, Jacoby 
Symphony Hall; 300 W. Water St., 633-
6110, jaxevents.com

UNF’S FINE ARTS CENTER UNF Recital Hall, Lazzara 
Performance Hall, Andrew A. Robinson Theater; 1 
UNF Dr., 620-1000, 620-2878

WILSON CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
11901 Beach Blvd., 646-2222, fscj.edu/mydegree/
campuses/wilson-center/events.php 

THE ARTIST SERIES The Artist Series presents 
shows in the various venues listed above which are 
denoted in their listings. Ticket information on all 
Artist Series shows is available at 442-2929 or www.
artistseriesjax.org. The ticket office is located at FSCJ 
Downtown Campus, 501 W. State St. Suite #109. 

JACkSONvILLE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA Unless oth-
erwise noted, the JSO performs at the Times-Union 
Center’s Jacoby Symphony Hall, 300 Water St., 354-
5479, www.jaxsymphony.org

can heal her scarred face. Book and lyrics by 
Brian Crawley, music by Jeanine Tesori Terrence 
McNally. Directed by Dr. Lee Beger. Associate Di-
rector, Mr. Kevin Covert, Vocal direction by Cathy 
Giddens. DASOTA Main Stage Theatre.

Nov 22 LETTERS HOME Letters Home puts the 
current wars in Afghanistan and Iraq front and 
center by bringing to life actual letters written by 
soldiers serving in the Middle East. The play gives 
audiences a powerful portrait of the soldier expe-
rience. While attending this performance, please 
make your plans to allow time to visit The Ameri-
can Soldier exhibit located in the THCA galleries. 
Thrasher-Horne Center - Griffin Theatre.

Nov 28-Dec 13 THE GREAT AMERICAN TRAILER 
PARk CHRISTMAS MUSICAL It’s holiday time 
down in Armadillo Acres; there are new neigh-
bors, freak outbreaks of amnesia, a Scrooge, 
warmth, and beer, in this wild town that is too 
familiar. Music and lyrics by David Nehls, book by 
Betsy Kelso, directed and choreographed by Lee 
Hamby, music direction by Greg Hersey. Players 
by the Sea Main Stage.

Dec 4 SMOkEY JOE’S CAFE This Tony Award-
nominated and Grammy Award-winning salute 
to legendary songwriters Leiber and Stoller is a 
raise-the-roof, song-and-dance celebration of 
some of rock ‘n’ roll’s greatest hits. Get ready 
for songs like ‘Hound Dog,’ ‘Stand by Me,’ ‘Ya-
kety Yak,’ ‘Jailhouse Rock,’ ‘Spanish Harlem,’ 
‘On Broadway,’ ‘Kansas City,’ ‘Love Potion #9,’ 
‘Fools Fall in Love,’ and many more. Presented by 
the FSCJ Artist Series. Times-Union Center.

Dec 5 -7 GOD’S TROMBONES By James Weldon 
Johnson. Stage Aurora.

Dec 5-Jan 4 A CHRISTMAS STORY: THE MUSI-
CAL The musical takes place in the 1940s in 
Indiana and focuses on a child named Ralphie 
who wants a Red Ryder BB Gun for Christmas. 
Directed by Shelli Long. Limelight Theatre.

Dec 9-14 DIRTY DANCING This Broadway musi-
cal tells the classic story of Baby and Johnny, 
two fiercely independent young spirits from dif-
ferent worlds who come together in what will be 
the most challenging and triumphant summer of 
their lives. Featuring the hit songs, ‘Hungry Eyes,’ 
‘Hey Baby,’ ‘Do you Love Me?,’ and the heart 
stopping ‘(I’ve Had) The Time of My Life.’ Part of 
Broadway Season Subscription. Single tickets on 
sale 10/10. Presented by the FSCJ Artist Series. 
Times-Union Center.

BEYOND GLORY at the Florida Theatre, Nov 14

*
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 Jesus Christ Superstar is produced through special arrangement 
with R&H Theatricals. 

MUSIC BY
 ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 

LYRICS BY TIM RICE
DIR ECTED & CHOR EOGR A PHED BY RON SHR E V E

& JOCELY N GERON IMO
M USIC DIR ECTION BY GR EG HER SE Y

Can you strip away the myth from the man?

JESUS CHRIST
SUPERSTAR

SEPTEMBER  
19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28*
OCTOBER  2, 3, 4, 5*, 10, 11

ON OUR 
MAIN
STAGE
CURTA IN Thu rs - Sat 8PM |  Su nday* 2PM

GENERAL ADMISSION $28
THURSDAY STUDEN T N IGHT 1 /2 Pr ice Ticket s 
a t t he D o or w i t h a Va lid S t ude n t I . D .

PL AY ERS BY THE SEA & JACK SON V ILLE BA NK
PR ESENTS

Oct 23 SHAPING SOUND Created by Emmy 
Award-nominated choreographers Travis Wall, 
Nick Lazzarini, Teddy Forrance, and Kyle Robinson, 
Shaping Sound is an electrifying mash-up of dance 
styles and musical genres brought fully to life by a 
dynamic company of contemporary dancers who 
appeared as featured artists on Dancing With 
The Stars and So You Think You Can Dance. 
Audiences of all ages will be exhilarated by these 
visual musicians whose explosive choreography, 
dynamic rhythm, speed, and physical strength give 
shape and form to sound. The Florida Theatre.

DANCE
 
Oct 31 SCHEHERAZADE AND VAMPYRA:  HAL-
LOWEEN TALES! Presented by Dance Alive 
National Ballet. The tale of Scheherazade is as 
old as time. In the mysterious land of Arabia a 
beautiful woman is chosen by the Shah to be 
his wife. But the distrustful leader has a habit 
of killing his previous wives on their wedding 
nights. Scheherazade cleverly tells stories to 
the Shah each night until he falls asleep. A 
romantic ballet created by Kim Tuttle with beau-
tiful sets and costumes and glorious music 
by Rimsky-Korsakov. Principal Carla Amancio 

Sept 3 US ARMY FIELD BAND This 19-member 
ensemble performs big band swing, bebop, latin, 
contemporary jazz, standards, popular tunes, dix-
ieland, vocals, and patriotic selections. Thrasher-
Horne Center for the Arts.

Sept 4 27TH ANNUAL GREAT AMERICAN JAZZ 
SERIES United States Army Jazz Ambassadors, 
J.B. Scott, artistic director. UNF Robinson Theater.

Sept 6 JAZZ JAMM WITH JEFF LORBER FUSION 
By the late 1970s, trailblazing keyboardist/com-
poser/producer Jeff Lorber became a prominent 
figure in the new movement known as jazz fusion. 
The Ritz. 

Sept 11 SEPTEMBER 11 PEACE CONCERT Spon-
sored by Jacksonville Sister Cities Association, 
the Annual 9/11 Commemoration event includes 
performances by UNF Chamber Singers, the DA-
SOTA Concert Choir and the Atlantic Coast High 
School Honor Chorus with Deborah McDuffie-
Doby, conductor and Dr. Cara Tasher, coordinator. 
Free. 6pm. St. John’s Cathedral, 256 East Church 
Street.

Sept 13 1964: THE TRIBUTE Fifty years ago, The 
Beatles performed one concert at the Gator Bowl 
in Jacksonville, Florida; it was their only perfor-
mance in the state. You are invited to celebrate 

the 50th anniversary of that historic performance 
with 1964: The Tribute. The Florida Theatre.

Sept 13-14 AMELIA ISLAND BLUES FESTIVAL 
Performances by four award-winning artists: 
Curtis Salgado, John Primer, Samantha Fish, and 
Bernard Allison. Gates open at 5:30pm Friday, 
with music at 6pm from Fernandina Beach’s 
Blues in School band with Johnny Robinson and 
Roger “Hurricane” Wilson followed by The Mojo 
Roots. Saturday, gates at 11:30am, with music 
from 12:15-8pm. Main Beach, Fernandina. ameli-
aislandbluesfest.com

Sept 18 JACKSONVILLE URBAN MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Featuring Anthony Hamilton and Mali Music and 
hosted by comedian Kevin “Damn Fool” Simpson. 
The Florida Theatre.

Sept 18 27TH ANNUAL GREAT AMERICAN JAZZ 
SERIES UNF Jazz Faculty debuting original ar-
rangements and compositions, J.B. Scott, artistic 
director. UNF Robinson Theater. 

Sept 19 CHRISETTE MICHELE In a very short 
span of time, Grammy Award-winning R&B 
singer/songwriter Chrisette Michele shot from 
a small-time performer up to one of Def Jam’s 

most promising talents, purely based on her 
unique instrument—a gorgeous and effor t-
lessly versatile singing voice colored with 
Billie Holiday-esque inflections of pop and 
jazz. The Ritz.

Sept 20 PRESERVATION JAZZ BAND Founded 
in 1961, the Preservation Jazz Band promotes 
traditional New Orleans jazz in all its authenticity. 
EMMA Concert Association. Lewis Auditorium at 
Flagler College.

Sept 21 EXPERIENCE HENDRIX Celebrate the 
music and legacy of Jimi Hendrix with some of 
the greatest guitarists in the world, together on 
one stage. Featuring Buddy Guy, Jonny Lang, Billy 
Cox (Band of Gypsys and Jimi Hendrix Experi-
ence), Zakk Wylde, Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Rich 
Robinson (Black Crowes), Doyle Bramhall II, Eric 
Johnson, Chris Layton (Stevie Ray Vaughan and 
Double Trouble). The Florida Theatre.

Oct 4 JAZZ JAMM W/EUGE GROOVE Euge 
Groove perfectly describes the jazz/R&B/pop 
perfection of saxophonist Steven Eugene Grove. 
He is making an enormous musical statement 
faster than you can say point, click, and down-
load. The Ritz.

JAZZ, TRIBUTE, 
REVUE & OTHER

portrays the beautiful Scheherazade. The second 
show in this dance double feature is Vampyra.  
Who says vampires have to be dark and mysteri-
ous! What if your vampire is a gorgeous blonde 
whose sidekick is a crazy Brazilian man? Vam-
pyra is danced by Julia Ponomareva with Andre 
Valladon as one of her crazy sidekicks. Wear your 
most outrageous costume or just a mask and 
come to the Halloween after party at the Squitieri 
Studio Theatre following the performance. Dance 
Alive National Ballet performance at the Curtis M. 
Phillips Center for the Performing Arts, Gaines-
ville. 352-371-2986, dancealive.org. 

Nov 20 SO YOU THINK YOU CAN DANCE TOUR 
2014 Celebrating its momentous 11th season, 
the Emmy Award-winning show’s Top 10 final-
ists will perform live on tour. Presented by the 
FSCJ Ar tist Series. Times-Union Center.

Dec 19-21 THE NUTCRACKER Dance Alive National 
Ballet presents the all-time family favorite. Nutcracker 
returns with more beauty, more joy and more thrills 
than ever before. The classic tale has been a holiday 
tradition for over 49 years in Gainesville. Dance Alive 
National Ballet. 352-371-2986, dancealive.org. 

 Dec 19-21 FIRST COAST NUTCRACKER Enter 
the magical world of childlike imagination at one 
of Jacksonville’s greatest holiday traditions, with 
live music by your Jacksonville Symphony Or-
chestra with Christopher Confessore, conductor 
and Rhonda Stampalia, choreographer. Moran 
Theater at the Times-Union Center. 

SHAPING SOUND, Oct 23

*VENUES FIND VENUE AND TICKET INFORMATION 
ON PAGE 9 UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.
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MARCH 17-22DECEMBER 9-14OCTOBER 21-26

Broadway’s
best loved musical

FEBRUARY 3-8

Oct 9 CLASSIC ALBUMS LIVE - THE BEATLES: 
WHITE ALBUM The Classic Albums Live crew re-
turns to the Thrasher-Horne Center for the Arts to 
take music lovers on a trip down musical memory 
lane with a cut-for-cut, note-for-note performance 
of the Beatles’ White Album. Thrasher-Horne 
Center.

Oct 10 JOHN BETSCH AND LONGINEAU PAR-
SONS open the 2014-15 season of the Riverside 
Fine Arts Association. Two Jazz greats reunite in 
their hometown for a special concert. Riverside 
Fine Arts. 

Oct 10 NAOMI SHELTON & THE GOSPEL 
QUEENS Though the music is unapologetically 
gospel, most of their lyrics fall under what could 
be called message songs. That is, music contain-
ing uplifting spiritual messages, reminiscent of 
the more inspirational moments of The Staple 
Singers or Curtis Mayfield. The Ritz. 

Oct 10 10TH ANNUAL UPBEAT PINK A Musical 
Tribute to Breast Cancer Survivorship: Dancing 
with the Survivors. Dr. Gordon Brock, conductor. 
Dr. Bill Prince, guest artist. Laura Vallow, M.D., 
radiation-oncologist, Mayo Clinic, guest speaker. 
Dianne Wagner, breast cancer survivor, guest 
speaker. UNF Lazzara Performance Hall.

Oct 11 AARON BING Aaron Bing in concert. 
Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts. 

Oct 15 HOTEL CALIFORNIA A SALUTE TO THE 
EAGLES All the Eagles hits including ‘Take it to the 
Limit,’ ‘Heartache Tonight,’ and ‘Desperado’ in a 
performance faithful to the legendary recordings, 
presented by the Jacksonville Symphony Asso-
ciation. The Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra is 
not performing at this event. Jacoby Symphony 
Hall at the Times-Union Center.

Oct 15-19 ADVENTURES IN PARROTDISE Adven-
tures in Parrotdise is a four-day tribute to Jimmy 
Buffett featuring several of the original Coral Reef-
ers, in what they say is, “the closest thing to be-
ing at a Buffett show.” Alhambra Dinner Theatre.

Oct 16-19 AMELIA ISLAND JAZZ FESTIVAL Jazz 
trumpeter and composer Randy Brecker, a mul-
tiple Grammy Awards-winner, and monster jazz 
organ player Tony Monaco, headline the 2014 
Amelia Island Jazz Festival. A Latin Jazz Night 
showcasing one of the country’s hottest dance 
groups, El Niño and the Latin Jazz Knights, is 
scheduled for Thursday, October 16, at Sandy 
Bottoms. The festival will present this year’s AIJF 

Scholarship winner, saxophonist Luke Stribling 
and the Next Generation Jazz Band, on the out-
door stage at the Omni. The Dynamic Les DeMer-
le Band, with dazzling vocalist Bonnie Eisele and 
exciting young saxophonist Hunter Diamond, will 
warm up each headliner show. Accomplished and 
sultry singer Jilla Webb, Jr. will host the tradition-
ally fun, late night Jazz Jams, in the Omni’s Heron 
Room at the Racquet Park following the headliner 
sets on October 17 and 18. The festival is sched-
uled to end on a swinging note Sunday, with a 
Dixie To Swing Jazz Brunch, featuring DeMerle’s 
Amelia Island Jazz Festival All-Stars, plus Eisele 
and the highly talented Dr. Bill Prince, at David’s 
Restaurant. ameliaislandjazzfestival.com

Oct 17 INTERCOLLEGIATE CHORAL FESTIVAL 
OF JACKSONVILLE Featuring the Osprey Choral 
Ensembles, Host Choirs from Edward Waters 
College, Florida State College of Jacksonville and 
Jacksonville University. Dr. Cara Tasher, director 
of choral activities. UNF Robinson Theater. 

Oct 18-19 THE MUSIC OF ELVIS The Jacksonville 
Symphony brings back all your Elvis memories. 
With Christopher Confessore, conductor; and 
guest artist, Terry Mike Jeffrey. Jacoby Symphony 
Hall at the Times-Union Center.
 
Oct 23 ANDY MCKEE As one of the world’s fin-
est acoustic guitar soloists. Andy’s success is 
a testament to the changing nature of the music 
industry as well as people’s desire for something 
new and interesting to listen to. At one point, 
Andy held the #1, #2, and #3 positions for Top-
Rated Videos of All Time on Youtube. Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall.

Oct 25 PAUL MCCARTNEY The Out There tour 
features music from the most-beloved catalog 
in popular music, as Paul performs songs span-
ning his entire career–as a solo artist, member 
of Wings and, of course, as a Beatle. The set list 
will also include material from Paul’s most recent 
studio album New, a global hit upon its release 
last year. Veterans Memorial Arena. 

Oct 25 THE RITZ 15TH ANNIVERSARY W/BET-
TYE LAVETTE Two-time Grammy-nominee Bettye 
LaVette is no mere singer. Whether the song origi-
nated as country, rock, pop, or blues, when she 
gets through with it, it is pure R&B. The Ritz.

Oct 30 27TH ANNUAL GREAT AMERICAN JAZZ 
SERIES Conrad Herwig and Ed Calle in A Tribute 
To Latin Jazz. J.B. Scott, artistic director. UNF 
Robinson Theater.

MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER 
CHRISTMAS, Nov 15
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SEPT. 19 THRU OCT. 4
Amy Canning

by Charles Morey

directed by

A play freely adapted from
   Le Mariage de Figaro by Beaumarchais

Classic in San Marco
Theatre Jacksonville’s

Oct 31 UNF PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE A Special 
Halloween Concert with Charlotte Mabrey, coordi-
nator. Ivan Trevino, percussionist and composer. 
UNF Robinson Theater.

Nov 1 JAZZ JAMM W/MAYSA After receiving 
her degree from Morgan State University, Maysa 
headed to Southern California to perform with 
Stevie Wonder’s female backup group Wonder-
love. You may have heard her on the Jungle Fever 
soundtrack or on numerous television shows 
including The Arsenio Hall Show, Oprah, and The 
Tonight Show. The Ritz. 

Nov 6 SUSAN BOYLE IN CONCERT After earn-
ing rave reviews for her sell-out Scottish and UK 
Tours in 2013 and 2014, Susan Boyle is embark-
ing on her first U.S. tour. She’ll perform all the 
iconic tracks from her last five albums, as well 
as some never before-heard renditions of well-
known classics. Presented by the FSCJ Artist 
Series. Times-Union Center.

Nov 7 RECONNECT CONCERT: #RECONNEC-
T14UNF Social Media Music Gathering with 
the Osprey Choral Ensembles and Percussion 
Ensemble. (Bring your mobile devices!) Dr. Cara 
Tasher/Charlotte Mabrey, co-conspirators. 5pm. 
UNF Lazzara Performance Hall. 

Nov 12 TAB BENOIT Benoit is a driving force 
behind Voice of the Wetlands, an organization 
working to save Louisiana’s wetlands. More than 
just an acclaimed bluesman, he is an indefati-
gable conservation advocate. With Devon Allman 
Band at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall.

Nov 14 RICKY NELSON REMEMBERED starring 
Nelson’s twin sons Matthew and Gunnar Nelson, 
this show celebrates the legacy of the former 
teen idol with such hits as ‘Hello Mary Lou,’ ‘I’m 
Walkin’,’ ‘Travelin’ Man,’ and ‘I Gotta Feeling’. 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall.

Nov 14 NAVY BAND OF THE SOUTHEAST Estab-
lished in 1995, the Navy Band of the Southeast 
is one of 13 official U.S. Navy bands. The band 
consists of 35 highly-trained professional musi-
cians dedicated to the highest levels of musical 
performance. Tickets are free. Pre-order your 
tickets now with the purchase of a season 
membership. Free tickets available to the general 
public beginning August 25. While attending this 
performance, please make your plans to allow 
time to visit The American Soldier exhibit located 
in the THCA galleries. Thrasher-Horne Center.

Nov 15 TOM WOPAT SWINGS THE RAT PACK A 
TV star in the late 1970s as Luke Duke on The 
Dukes of Hazzard, Tom Wopat hit country charts in 
the 1980s with the hit ‘The Rock and Roll of Love’ 

and takes his listeners on adventurous new journeys 
through contemporary songs from the likes of Paul 
Simon, Judy Collins, Bruce Springsteen, Bruce 
Hornsby, and James Taylor. Thrasher-Horne Center

Nov 15 MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER CHRISTMAS 
Experience the magic of the Mannheim Steamroll-
er Christmas as America’s favorite holiday tradi-
tion marks the 30th Anniversary of the group’s 
annual tour. Grammy Award-winner Chip Davis 
has created a show that features the beloved 
Christmas music of Mannheim Steamroller along 
with dazzling multimedia effects. Presented by the 
FSCJ Artist Series. Times-Union Center.

Nov 14 CLARENCE CARTER Born in Montgomery, 
Alabama in 1936, and blind since bir th, Clarence 
Carter was playing guitar by the time he was 11. 
His own style was influenced by the blues records 
of John Lee Hooker, Lightnin’ Hopkins and Jimmy 
Reed. After attending college and earning a de-
gree in music, Clarence hooked up with another 
blind musician, keyboard player Calvin Scott, in 
1963. The Ritz. 

Nov 15 CELTIC THUNDER brings their first-ever 
North American Symphony Tour to perform songs 
from their 2013 chart-topping album Christmas 
Voices in a dynamic live music experience ac-
centuated by the instrumentals of a full symphony 
orchestra. The Florida Theatre.

Nov 20 THE HOT SARDINES The Sardine sound is 
steeped in hot jazz, salty stride piano, and the kind 
of music Louis Armstrong, Django Reinhardt, and 
Waller used to make: Straight-up, foot-stomping 
jazz. (Literally – the band includes a tap dancer 
whose feet count as two members of the rhythm 
section). And while their roots run deep into jazz, 
that most American of genres, they’re intertwined 
with French influences via their frontwoman, who 
was born and raised in Paris (and writes songs in 
both languages). Riverside Fine Arts. 

Nov 22 OTIS CLAY After releasing a series of gos-
pel-tinged soul records, his first hit came in 1967 
with ‘That’s How It Is (When You’re In Love).’ 
Clay was one of the 2013 inductees to the Blues 
Hall of Fame. The Ritz.

Dec 6 JIM BRICKMAN This year, Jim Brickman 
will bring together the sounds of the season with 
On A Winter’s Night. Jim celebrates this in a one-
of-a-kind concert filled with lush instrumentals 
and soaring vocals under the direction of Michael 
Butterman, conductor. Jacoby Symphony Hall at 
the Times-Union Center for the Arts.

Dec 6 9TH ANNUAL FEAST OF CAROLS UNF 
Chorale Hosts Ensembles from DASOTA, Jack-
sonville Children’s Chorus, Clay County High 

THE HOT SARDINES, Nov 20
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School and First Coast High School in the annual 
Sing-a-long Concert. Dr. Cara Tasher, conductor. 
4pm. UNF Lazzara Performance Hall.

Dec 9 DIANA KRALL The Grammy award-winning 
Jazz pianist and singer Krall has earned nine gold, 
three platinum, and seven multi-platinum albums, es-
tablishing her as one of the best-selling artists of her 
time. Times-Union Center’s Jacoby Symphony Hall.

Dec 11 TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA will be 
performing their rock opera The Christmas Attic 
live for the first time ever on their Winter Tour 
2014. Don’t miss this tour as this album features 
one of the band’s most popular songs, ‘Christmas 
Canon.’ Jacksonville Veteran’s Memorial Arena.

Dec 12 BLACK VIOLIN It’s hard to think of an-
other African-American violin player to make their 
mark in popular music, so classically trained 
South Florida twosome, Wilner “Wil B” Baptiste, 
and Kevin “Kev Marcus” Sylvester, who go by the 
name Black Violin, are a welcome revelation for 
their ability to meld highbrow and pop culture. They 
bring a groundbreaking blend of classical, hip-hop, 
rock, R&B, and even bluegrass music. The Ritz. 

Dec 13 ALLEN TOUSSAINT Allen Toussaint is 
a renowned songwriter and producer, who is 
celebrated for his distinctively deft and funky feel 
on the piano and still active after more than fifty 
years in the business. Most recently, President 
Obama awarded him the National Medal of Arts in 
a special White House ceremony. The Ritz.

Dec 13 JINGLE BELL ROCK This fast-paced, fun-
filled show is a high-energy celebration of the 
holiday season. Jingle Bell Rock features a live 
band, talented singers, lots of holiday fun and, of 
course, everyone’s favorite, Santa Claus! 3pm. 
Thrasher-Horne Center.

Dec 14 DEPUE BROTHERS BAND A GRASSI-
CAL CHRISTMAS These four violinist brothers 
encompass a vivid blend of bluegrass, classi-
cal, and rock genres. Each brother is a classical 
vir tuoso in his own right, and brings rich and 
diverse talents to their sound. Their progressive 
mix of genres gives a direct nod to their bluegrass 
tradition and their classical training, while adding 
a deeper infusion of rock and blues. 3-5pm. Riv-
erside Fine Arts.

December 14 WYNONNA AND THE BIG NOISE: 
A SIMPLER CHRISTMAS A five-time Grammy 
winner and New York Times bestselling author, 
Wynonna has always revolved her career around 
telling stories. Wynonna and her band, The Big 
Noise, will perform some of her holiday favorites 
as well as her greatest hits. The Florida Theatre.

Dec 16 PETER WHITE CHRISTMAS WITH MINDI 
ABAIR AND RICK BRAUN Back for the 11th year 
running, contemporary jazz lovers have a special 
added treat as Peter, Rick and Mindi have just 
completed recording their CD, Peter White Christ-
mas with Mindi Abair and Rick Braun, which is 
filled with selections from the Christmas tour. The 
Florida Theatre.

Sept 6 WEAVER FIRST SATURDAY Free, family 
friendly classical concert. Cummer Museum of 
Art and Gardens.

Sept 7 SUNDAY CLASSICAL CONCERT 2pm. Free 
for museum members or included in regular admis-
sion price. Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens.

Sept 8 CONVERSATIONS AND COCKTAILS: COL-
LECTORS’ CHOICE Garden Concert in the Cum-
mer Museum of Art and Gardens.

Sept 16 MUSIC @ MAIN The opening of the 
2014-2015 concert series features Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra players Max Huls on violin, 
Alexei Romanenko on cello, along with the ac-
complished Christine Clark on piano. The selec-
tions, composed by the library’s own Edward 
Lein, will include Sonatina for Violin and Piano, 
and world premieres of his Sonatina for Cello and 
Piano (Bygones) and Piano Trio. A reception fol-
lows the concert. Free and open to the public. The 
Library’s free concerts continue through Sunday, 
June 14. Music @ Main concerts are scheduled 
on second Sundays and first and third Tuesdays. 
Main Library, Hicks Auditorium.

Sept 19 THE CUMMER FAMILY FOUNDATION 
CHAMBER SERIES The Brahms Sextets: Featuring 
Simon Shiao, Aurica Duca, Clinton Dewing, Re-
nate Falkner, Grace Bahng Gavin and Nick Curry. 
Dr. Krzysztof Biernacki, coordinator. UNF Recital 
Hall. 

Sept 26 JACKSONVILLE SINGS! Invitational 
Showcase featuring the UNF Chamber Singers, 
Jazz Ensemble, Student Soloists and Faculty 
Members Dr. Jimmy Hall, Dr. Gary Smart, and Dr. 
Nick Curry. Dr. Cara Tasher, artistic director. UNF 
Lazzara Performance Hall.

Sept 26-27 JAX SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OPEN-
ING WEEKEND Courtney Lewis makes his debut 
as music director designate, conducting Berlioz’ 
orchestral showpiece, “Symphonie Fantastique.” 
Jax Symphony Principal Clarinetist, Peter Wright, 
performs Rossini’s “Introduction, Theme and 
Variations”, and a world premiere of a new work 
by composer/vocalist/educator Judith Cloud. 
Times-Union Center for the Arts.

classical
Sept 27 SWINGLE SINGERS The seven young and 
versatile voices deliver fugues, jazz, pop, and folk 
ballads with equal precision and passion, keeping 
the classic Swingle sound alive while fearlessly 
exploring new styles and approaches. EMMA 
Concert Association. Lewis Auditorium at Flagler 
College.

Sept 28 BRASS BONANZA Join Jacksonville Sym-
phony supporters for dinner, desert, and a pre-
view of the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra’s 
2014-15 season. Log on to BRASSonline.org 
for more information. Sawgrass Country Club 
Beach Club.

Oct 3 ITALIAN SAXOPHONE QUARTET The Italian 
Saxophone Quartet was founded in 1982 by four 
friends determined to perform ensemble music 
for saxophone at the very highest artistic level. 
Presented by the Beaches Fine Art Series. St. 
Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church.

Oct 4 THCA SEASON OPENER The Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra returns to the Thrasher-
Horne stage to celebrate the opening of the 11th 
season with a special performance under the 
direction of Nicholas Palmer, conductor. Thrasher-
Horne Center for the Arts.

Oct 5 COVER THE TOWN WITH SOUND A free 
concert featuring groups of Jacksonville Sym-
phony musicians performing throughout the area. 
Glenmoor at World Golf Village.

Oct 5 ITALIAN SAXOPHONE QUARTET The 
Italian Saxophone Quar tet boasts a distin-
guished career and ranks firmly among the 
most intriguing groups on the Italian musical 
scene both for the uniqueness of its instru-
mentation and the quality of its performances. 
EMMA Concer t Association. Lewis Auditorium 
at Flagler College.

Oct 7 THE CUMMER FAMILY FOUNDATION 
CHAMBER SERIES Percussionist Ivan Trevino. Dr. 
Krzysztof Biernacki, coordinator. UNF Recital Hall

Oct 9 FIRST COAST WIND ENSEMBLE Fall Con-
cert Fiesta! featuring H. Owen Reed’s exciting 
La Fiesta Mexicana folksong symphony with the 

Sept 4-6 KILLER BEAZ The comedian returns in 
support of his latest release, Don’t Ever Touch 
Anybody You Don’t Know! Killer Beaz has been 
bringing laughs to Jacksonville since his first per-
formance in 1984, making him one of the longest 
running acts in the market. The Comedy Zone.

Oct 2 NICK SWARDSON Best known for his work 
as Terry Bernadino in the comedy series RENO 
911, Swardson has also been seen on the big 
screen in Almost Famous, I Now Pronounce 
You Chuck and Larry, Blades of Glory, Superbad, 
Grown Ups, and Grown Ups 2. The Florida Theatre.

Oct 24 ANJELAH JOHNSON The comedian and 
actress is best known as a cast member of 
MADTV where she gained huge popularity with her 
Vietnamese Nail Lady and Rude Fast Food em-
ployee named Bon Qui Qui. The Florida Theatre.

Oct 31 LAST COMIC STANDING The Last Comic 
Standing Live Tour will feature the finalists from 
the popular series. The lively laugh-fest resumes 
its search for the funniest comic in the country 
with innovative format changes, surprise celebrity 
guests and unexpected twists in its funniest sea-
son yet. Ponte Vedra Concert Hall.

Nov 7 LISA LAMPANELLI Known for saying things 
that most people are afraid to think, Lampanelli is 
comedy’s Queen of Mean. The Florida Theatre.

Nov 22 MIKE BIRBIGLIA The Award-winning film-
maker, author, and comedian returns to the stage 
with more painfully awkward stories of telling 
jokes and how that can get you in trouble. The 
Florida Theatre.

Dec 6 JEANNE ROBERTSON The professional 
speaker specializes in hilarity based on her life 
experiences, illustrating that a sense of humor is 
much more than a laughing matter. The Florida 
Theatre.

comedy

LISA LAMPANELLI at the Florida Theatre, Nov 7

SWINGLE SINGERS, Sept 27*VeNUes FIND VENUE AND TICKET INFORMATION 
ON PAGE 9 UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.
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TICKETS AT WWW.TICKETMASTER.COM 
CALL THE TOM BUSH FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS BOX OFFICE   LOCATED AT THE RITZ THEATRE AND MUSEUM 

EVENTS
HOME OF JACKSONVILLE’S PREMIER CULTURAL EXPERIENCE

SEPT 6 Jazz Jamm: Jeff Lorber Fusion

SEPT 11 Opening of NewExhibit: Fine Art of Jazz 
Photographs by Dan White

SEPT 19 Chrisette Michele in Concert

OCT 3 Keith Sweat After Party

OCT 4 JAZZ JAMM: Euge Groove 

OCT 10 Naomi Shelton & the Gospel Queens

OCT 21 Fine Art of Jazz: Tribute to Count Basie

OCT 25
The Ritz 15th Anniversary Celebration featuring 
Bettye Lavette

NOV  1 JAZZ JAMM: Maysa

NOV  14 Clarence Carter in Concert

NOV  18 Fine Art of Jazz: Tribute to Charlie Parker

NOV  22 Otis Clay in Concert

DEC  6 JAZZ JAMM: Urban Jazz Coalition 
Featuring Marcus Anderson

DEC  12 Black Violin in Concert

DEC  13 Allan Toussaint in Concert

DEC  16 Fine Art of Jazz: Tribute to Mary Lou Williams

NAOMI SHELTON MAYSAEUGE GROOVE BETTYE LAVETTECHRISETTE MICHELE

Don’t Miss Amateur Night at the Ritz the First Friday of Every Month!

COMING SOON TO THE MUSEUM: 
The Fine Art of Jazz: Photographs by Dan White - 
Opens Sept. 11, 2014
MUSEUM HOURS:
ADMISSION:

combined forces of the FCWE and the JU Wind En-
semble. Terry Concert Hall, Jacksonville University

Oct 10 -11 SOUNDS OF SIMON AND GARFUN-
KEL Relive Simon and Garfunkel’s ‘Kodachrome’ 
moments with conductor Michael Krajewski, 
guest Artists A.J. Swearingen and Jonathan Bee-
dle, and the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra. 
Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-Union Center 
for the Arts.

Oct 14 JAY IVEY Jacksonville University Opera 
singer Jay Ivey will present EMMA’s first Music 
Masters concert of the season. Flagler Room at 
Flagler College. emmaconcerts.com. 

Oct 21 WORDS AND MUSIC CONCERT 2 Musi-
cologist and flutist Sarah Provost presents this 
unique concert event with the EMMA Concert as-
sociation. Provost is a faculty member at the Uni-
versity of North Florida and her research focuses 
on 1930s jazz music and dance, with particular 
interest in issues of race and gender. Flager Room 
at Flagler College. emmaconcerts.com

Oct 23 SYMPHONY 101 - MEET THE WOOD-
WINDS Explore the auxiliary woodwind instru-
ments used by Prokofiev and meet the musicians 
who perform on them. Lunch and lecture at 12:30 
pm followed by pen rehearsal. Times-Union 
Center.

Oct 24-25 VIOLIN VIRTUOSITY The Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra Masterworks Series wel-
comes guest conductor Larry Rachleff, along with 
vir tuoso James Ehnes, to perform works of 20th 
century giants including Sibelius and Prokofiev. 
Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-Union Center.

Oct 26 HABANEROS Following a highly success-
ful 2012 US debut tour of The National Symphony 
Orchestra of Cuba, this highly energetic ensemble 
who are members of the orchestra will bring to 
you what is the Heart of Havana, its music and 
culture. Presented by the Beaches Fine Art Series. 
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church.

Nov 1 COVER THE TOWN WITH SOUND The 
Jacksonville Symphony Ensemble presents a free 
concert series featuring groups of Jacksonville 
Symphony musicians performing in community 
venues throughout the area. The Cummer Mu-
seum of Art and Gardens.

Nov 2 COVER THE TOWN WITH SOUND See 
above. Palms Presbyterian Church.

Nov 7- 8 SALUTE TO AMERICA The United States 
Naval Academy Men’s Glee Club carries the spirit 
of America. Michael Krajewski, conductor. Jacoby 
Symphony Hall at the Times-Union Center.

Nov 9 SVETLANA STREZEVA The Russian Night-
ingale with Pianist Milana Strezeva and Clarinetist 
A. Gorokholinsky. EMMA Concert Association. 
Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College.

Nov 9 JACKSONVILLE SYMPHONY YOUTH OR-
CHESTRA FALL CONCERT The season-opening 
concert, under the direction of Scott C. Gregg, 
JSYO Music Director and Principal Conductor. 
Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-Union Center.

Nov 9 TODD WILSON Regarded across America 
and around the world as one of today’s finest 
concert organists. Presented by the Beaches Fine 
Art Series. St. John’s Cathedral.

Nov 14-15 MOZART’S REQUIEM Unfinished at 
the time of Mozart’s death, the fiery ‘Dies Irae’ 
and plaintive ‘Lacrimosa’ begin the Jacksonville 
Symphony Chorus’ season in a dramatic fashion. 
Michael Butterman, conductor; Mary Wilson, 
soprano; Adriana Zabala, mezzo-soprano; Javier 
Abreu, tenor; Jason Hardy, bass. Jacoby Sym-
phony Hall at the Times-Union Center for the Arts.

Nov 11 WORDS AND MUSIC CONCERT 3 Oper-
atic vocalist Janet Rabe-Meyer is known for her 
“radiant voice and intense acting.” Her presenta-
tion is titled Witches, Bitches and Boys: The Art 
of the Mezzo Soprano, Part 2. Presented by the 
EMMA Concert Association in the Flager Room at 
Flagler College. emmaconcerts.com 

Nov 18 WORDS AND MUSIC CONCERT EMMA 
Concert Association presents pianist Scott Wat-
kins. Watkins is a frequent musical partner with 
members of the Jacksonville Symphony Orches-
tra and colleagues at Jacksonville University. Fla-
gler Room at Flagler College. emmaconcerts.com

Nov 21 CLASSICAL HOLIDAY Ring in the season 
with the Jacksonville Syphony Orchestra per-
forming Pachelbel’s Canon, Corelli’s Christmas 
Concerto, The Nutcracker Suite and more. Jacoby 
Symphony Hall at the Times-Union Center.

*VeNUes FIND VENUE AND TICKET INFORMATION 
ON PAGE 9 UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.
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Dec 2 HANDEL’S MESSIAH Featuring UNF Cham-
ber Singers, Messiah Orchestra and Student 
Soloists. Dr. Cara Tasher, conductor. Free admis-
sion. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 4129 Oxford 
Avenue.

Dec 5 HANDEL’S MESSIAH Handel’s masterpiece 
to this day is one of the most famous oratorios 
ever written. Featuring Michael Butterman, con-
ductor; Twyla Robinson, soprano; Elise Quagliata, 
mezzo-soprano; Jason Slayden, tenor; Evan 
Boyer, bass. Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-
Union Center.

Dec 5 DALLAS BRASS The Dallas Brass repertoire 
includes classical masterpieces, Dixieland, swing, 
Broadway, Hollywood and patriotic music. Pre-
sented by the Beaches Fine Art Series. St. Paul’s 
by-the-Sea Episcopal Church.

Dec 8 JACKSONVILLE SYMPHONY YOUTH OR-
CHESTRA The holidays come alive with a free 
concert by the Jacksonville Symphony Youth 
Orchestra, featuring a showcase of several JSYO 
ensembles under the direction of Scott C. Gregg, 
JSYO Music Director and Principal Conductor. 
Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-Union Center.

Dec 12- 14 HOLIDAY POPS Thrill to the spectacu-
lar acrobatics of Cirque de la Symphonie per-

formers, dazzling vocalists, heartwarming choral 
melodies, and the magical sounds of your Jack-
sonville Symphony Orchestra. Michael Butterman, 
conductor and Doug LaBrecque and Sarah Jane 
McMahon, vocalists. Jacoby Symphony Hall at 
Times-Union Center.

Dec 16 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KING’S SINGERS 
For more than four decades, The King’s Singers 
have carried the banner of Great Britain’s legend-
ary vocal tradition around the globe. Enjoy an 
eclectic assortment of Christmas classics and 
favorites, from serene simplicity to madcap fun. 
The Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra does not 
perform at this event. Jacoby Symphony Hall at 
the Times-Union Center. 

Dec 17-18 HOLIDAY CONCERT Join the Jack-
sonville Symphony Orchestra and EMMA in cel-
ebration of one of St. Augustine’s most beloved 
holiday traditions! Lewis Auditorium at Flagler 
College.

Dec 31 TOAST! TO THE NEW YEAR! Ring in 
the New Year with your Jacksonville Symphony 
Orchestra! Enjoy a sparkling array of popular 
symphonic favorites, featuring the wit, humor, 
and jazzy vir tuosity of piano entertainer Rich Rid-
enour. Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-Union 
Center.

bers as she shares personal stories about her life 
and ‘gifts.’ Times-Union Center.

Oct 16 & Oct 26 SYMPHONIC SORCERY Jackson-
ville Symphony Family Series presents The Music 
of Harry Potter. Scott C. Gregg, conductor; Marcy 
Lannan, witch/narrator; and Phil Fulton, as Igor. 
Come in costume. Pre-concert activities at 2pm 
Oct 16 only. Jacoby Symphony Hall.

Oct 25 SID THE SCIENCE KID The computer-gen-
erated show, produced by The Jim Henson Com-
pany, features an inquisitive youngster who uses 
comedy to tackle questions kids have about basic 
scientific principles and why things work the way 
they do. The Florida Theatre.

Nov 1 MUSICAL STORYBOOKS The Jacksonville 
Symphony Ensemble performs as part of the J. 
Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver Music Educa-
tion Series, an early literacy program, presenting 
a story combined with string quartet to engage 
them in active listening and foster a love of read-
ing through music. Free. Jacksonville Public 
Library— Main Branch.

Nov 22 MUSICAL STORYBOOKS Same as above 
except at the Jacksonville Public Library— West 
Regional Branch.

Dec 5 THE CHINESE ACROBATS Direct from Bei-
jing, The Chinese Acrobats were founded in 1951 
and are one of the most acclaimed acrobatic 
troupes in China. The Florida Theatre.

Dec 5-21 ‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRIST-
MAS This production by Ken Ludwig and directed 
by Bradley Akers takes you on the wild adven-
tures of a mouse, an elf, and a spunky little girl 
who just won’t take no for an answer. Atlantic 
Beach Experimental Theatre.

Dec 7 THE POLAR EXPRESS Experience the 
magic of the holidays by taking a ride on Chris 
Van Allsburg’s The Polar Express. As images 
from the book are projected above the stage, 
the words of this Caldecott Medal-winner 
come to life with orchestra, chorus and vocal-
ist. Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-Union 
Center.

Dec 23 A CHRISTMAS CAROL This Charles Jones’ 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ story is rich with 
thrilling ensemble music and alive with color and 
movement. Presented by the FSCJ Artist Series. 
Times-Union Center.

family
Sept 6 THE WIGGLES Since 1991, The Wiggles 
band has delighted kids. Original member Antho-
ny Field leads a new crop of Wiggles musicians in 
their first US tour. The Florida Theatre.

Sept 6 SAFARI SERENADE Beaches Fine Arts Se-
ries and the Jacksonville Zoo bring food and ani-
mals together with music by Tap Trio, Trio Tango, 
Tracy Morris Band, Tony Steve and Friends, and 
the Chris Thomas Big Band. 6pm. Shaba Terrace 
at the Zoo.

Sept 18 PAULA DEEN LIVE! Paula and her hus-
band, Michael, will be cooking their favorite reci-

pes, sharing stories, and playing games with the 
audience. Some audience members will be invited 
on stage to cook. Times-Union Center.

Oct 13 FLORIDA FORUM WITH MICHAEL J. FOX 
Iconic actor Fox will share his predisposition to 
look at challenges through a lens of optimism 
and humor. Lecture tickets are now available at 
thefloridaforum.com or by calling 202-2886. 
Times-Union Center. 

Oct 15 LONG ISLAND MEDIUM Theresa Caputo, 
star of the TLC show, Long Island Medium, will 
give psychic readings to some audience mem-

SID THE SCIENCE KID at the Florida Theatre, Oct 25

JACKSONVILLE SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA FALL CONCERT, Nov 9
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All the world can be a stage, even in a remote orphanage in an impoverished African village. 
Theatre on a Mission was founded by a dedicated and talented group of high school and college 
students to bring the magic of theatre to Kenyan orphans.

The Theatre on a Mission team recently arrived home from a three-week trip to Bondo, 
Kenya. This was the group’s second trip to the Foundation Stone Ministries where they taught 
vocals, movement, dance, and other performing arts skills to the foundation’s young residents.

They also donated school supplies, games and athletic equipment, visited a dialysis center, 
helped establish running water for the orphanage where they lived, and worked with the children 
on a one-act play that they performed at several local schools. The trip was personal for Chelsey 
Cain because it was an opportunity to meet Aisha, an orphan she sponsored as a performance 
major at Douglas Anderson School for the Arts.

Cain wanted to meet the young girl in person but struggled finding an outlet that would help 
finance her journey across the world. So she enlisted some friends to devise their own campaign 
to raise the money needed to make the trip. They created the performance outreach group Theatre 
on a Mission and beat the pavement to spread their message. “Chelsey tried a few church options, 
but they sponsored their own orphanages, and she really wanted to meet this girl. These kids 
worked so hard. Instead of going out on the weekends, they would go out and raise money,” says 
her mom, Shelley, who accompanied her daughter and her friends on this monumental undertak-
ing to bring the magic of performing arts to the Kenyan orphans. Cain continues, “our big break-
through came with One Spark.”

Theatre on a Mission captured the attention of the panel of judges who awarded them the 
crowd favorite in the arts category. They were awarded a check of nearly $12,000 to help defray 
their travel costs. The funds also allowed the group to contribute approximately $3,000 for a down 
payment toward the acquisition of a two-acre parcel of land for a future school close to the Foun-
dation Stone Orphanage. Presently, school-age children at the orphanage walk three miles in each 
direction in order to attend school. The classrooms are approximately 10’x15’ and house up to 92 
students who must rotate sitting and standing in the cramped quarters. Creating a new school will 
not only improve the commute but will also allow the educators to better serve the needs of the chil-
dren and give them an outlet to continue to pursue their new-found enjoyment in the performing arts.

When Cain first met Aisha in person, “it was really emotional,” says Shelley. Her daughter 
immediately recognized Aisha from their correspondence but the young girl, estimated to be be-
tween 12-14 years old, didn’t know who Chelsey was until she mentioned sending her photos of 
her family pets. “Then it clicked.” The love of performing also clicked for the kids, who eagerly 
dove into their roles. One child would later write that they raced to the stage every day after school 
to practice. On the group’s second trip, they wrote a play infusing the elements of the Kenyan cul-
ture that spoke to the kids. The kids were divided into groups to learn their parts. All of the groups 
reunited and incorporated all of their newly learned skills into a performance piece that earned the 
orphans a sort of rock star status at school. “There are no performing arts schools in Kenya, so 
everyone was excited to talk to them the next day,” says Shelley.

Theatre on a Mission is planning a third trip to Kenya and will embark on a similar mission 
to Costa Rica next summer. Cain says the Theatre on a Mission family is excited to continue to 
enrich the lives of the kids at Foundation Stone as well as the students who share their talents with 
them. “It’s such an eye-opening experience,” she says. “Our kids that go get as much out of this 
as the kids we work with. You see the joy it brings to all of them.” To learn more about Theatre On 
a Mission go to www.theatreonamission.org or contact Shelley Cain at (904)449-6019.

THEATRE ON A 
MISSION

BY LIZA MITCHELL
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FAMILY events
Through September 14 MegALodon: LArgest 
shArk thAt ever LIved Only a few weeks left 
to get up close and personal as you walk into a 
life-sized sculpture, unearth sharks teeth in a dig 
pit, and learn about the shark’s history as well 
as its modern-day relatives the great white and 
makos sharks. MOSH, themosh.org 
 
September 6 grAndPArent’s dAY At the Zoo 
The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens celebrates 
grandparents with a special admission offer. Re-
ceive one free adult or senior general admission 
ticket when you purchase one regularly priced 
general admission ticket. Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens 757-4463. jacksonvillezoo.org.
 
September 6 3rd AnnUAL strUt YoUr MUtt 
Best Friends Animal Society hosts the 3rd Annual 
Strut Your Mutt. This is a leisurely fundraising dog 
walk and fun run with your dog, followed by a 
doggie-themed festival that includes pet contests, 
photos, doggie goodies, and activities for the 
whole family, including food, refreshments and 
more. Funds raised benefit homeless pets. Reg-
istration opens at 8am. Register online. Riverside 
Park. Friends Animal Society. strutyourmutt.org.
 
September 6 the WIggLes The Wiggles will per-
form live at the Florida Theatre. In 2012 the ma-
jority of the original band members retired from 
performing and created The NEW Wiggles. Original 
member Anthony Field is still in the group leading 
the new crop and continuing to bring The Wiggles 
brand to kids around the world. This will be the 
New Wiggles first US tour. Tickets start at $15 and 
can be purchased online in advance or by phone. 
Florida Theatre 355-2787. floridatheatre.com.
 
September 13 Art For tWo Come make art 
with your little one and enjoy gallery and Garden 
visits on the second Saturday of every month. 
Children ages 3 to 5 and their favorite adult. Class 
size is limited. 355-0630 Cummer Museum of Art 
and Gardens. 356-6857. cummer.org.
 
September 13 JAX nIght oF FILM The City of 
Jacksonville presents a variety of short films as 
well as two full-length feature films. Jax Night of 
Film is an event to celebrate the film industry and 
its role in Jacksonville’s heritage. Children are 

invited to walk the red carpet as if they are the 
star of the show, have their photo taken and enjoy 
free popcorn as they watch The New Adventures 
of Pippi Longstocking. Doors open at 2pm and 
the film begins at 2:30pm. Free. Ritz Theatre and 
Museum. coj.net
 
September 19 PIrAte And PrInCess nIght The 
Chick-fil-A at Atlantic and Hodges hosts a Pirate 
and Princess night with games, bounce house, face 
painting, pictures with the cow, and more. Chick-fil-
A 221-0067. chick-fil-a.com/atlanticandhodges.
 
September 19 1st AnnUAL JAX JAgs stAChe 
dAsh Jacksonville Jaguars First Annual 5K Stash 
Dash will benefit Girls on the Run by giving $20 
back to the group for each event entry sold. 
Participants will receive a registration packet and 
a ticket to the 20th anniversary home opener 
against the Colts on September 21. The entry fee 
is $50. There will be games for the kids in the 
south endzone. Registration ends September 14. 
Everbank Field. Girls on the Run. gotrnefl.org.

 
September 20 17th AnnUAL AQUA eAst WAke 
event Wakeboard, wakeskate, and wakesurf rid-
ers of all skill levels are invited to compete in the 
Aqua East Wake Event. Riders can register online 
or at Aqua East Surf Shop locations in St. Augus-
tine and Neptune Beach. Outback Crab Shack, 
8155 County Road 13 N. St. Augustine. All ages 
and skill levels.
 
September 20 WorLdWIde dAY oF PLAY The 
City of Jacksonville Office of Special Events is 

partnering with Jax Parks and the YMCA for two 
park parties in Jacksonville. The free events are 
being held in conjunction with Nickelodeon’s 
Worldwide Day of Play and will take place at Clan-
zel T. Brown Park and Mallison Park. With a focus 
on physical activity and fun for the entire family, 
activities such as tug-of-war, slime races, bungee 
runs, obstacle courses, relay races, capture the 
flag, and bounce houses will be held at both parks. 
Clanzel T. Brown Park, 4575 Moncrief Road, Mal-
lison Park is located at 441 Day Avenue.
 
September 21 JACksonvILLe JAgUArs vs. In-
dIAnAPoLIs CoLts Regular season home game 
vs. Indianapolis Colts. Single game tickets start at 
$45. Season tickets are also available. Be sure to 
sign up for the Jaguars Kids Club, for age 4 to 12. 
Everbank Field. Jacksonville Jaguars. jaguars.com.
 
September 21 heALthY kIds rUnnIng serIes 
Healthy Kids Running Series is held at the Orange 
Park YMCA. This is a non-profit running series pro-
moting fighting obesity in children. Cost is $35 for 
all 5 races. Register online. Also held September 
28, October 5, 12, & 19 from 5:30pm to 6:30pm 
for kids from Pre-K to 8th grade. Each Race Series 
takes place once a week and offers age-appropri-
ate running events including the 50-yard dash, the 
1/4 mile, the 1/2 mile and the one mile run. YMCA 
3322 Moody Ave. Orange Park, Healthy Kids Running 
Series. healthykidsrunningseries.org.
 
September 26 tYLer WhItesIdes Book sIgn-
Ing Tyler Whitesides is the author of the popular 
young reader series The Janitors, a title that was 
on last year’s Sunshine State Reader list. His 
newest book “The Janitors: Strike of the Sweep-
er” was released September 9. Pre-ordered books 
are available to ensure you have a copy to be 
signed by the author. Barnes and Noble San Jose 
886-9904. bn.com.

 
September 27 nAtIonAL PUBLIC LAnds dAY 
event In honor of National Public Lands Day, the 
Florida Park Service invites you to spend a morn-
ing at your park and help clean up an important 
Timucuan cultural site on Big Talbot Island. You 
will help preserve a part of history while clear-
ing back vegetation and chipping up small brush 
growing at the Grand Site. Please wear long pants 
and long sleeves, sturdy shoes, and bring work 
gloves, bug spray, snacks and plenty of water. 
floridastateparks.org/littletalbotisland.
 
September 27 st. vInCents heALthCAre FALL 
FestIvAL St. Vincent’s Healthcare Fall Festival 
with free admission, Kids’ Zone, live entertain-
ment, food trucks, Andy’s Grill, arts & crafts, 
exhibits, displays & more. There will also be a 
kick-off for the newly expanded Jacksonville 
Farmer’s Market exhibit & activity area. Jackson-
ville Farmer’s Market 354-2821.
 
September 27 drAgon BoAt FestIvAL Orga-
nized by Pan Am Dragon Boat Association, In 
the Pink, and Charlene Shirk Productions, the 
Jacksonville Dragon Boat Festival hopes to host 
50 teams with over 1,000 athletes participating 
and thousands of visitors. The festival will feature 
team races in Dragon Boats on the St. Johns 
River, Chinese heritage performances, live music 
and more. Info at: jacksonvilledragonboatfesti-
val.com.
 
rIversIde Arts MArket Every Saturday 
from 10am till 4pm, RAM’s plethora of ar t-
ists, food vendors, and farmers will be selling 
their unique creations under the canopy of 
the Fuller Warren Bridge. The Market’s three 
stages present exceptional live enter tainment. 
Sept. 13 will be the Arf Barket Dog Costume 
Contest. Check website for more info, river-
sidear tsmarket.com.

photo by fran ruchalski

Jeff Langley
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Various Dates in September The Guana 
TolomaTo maTanzas naTural esTuarine 
research reserve has a calendar chock full 
of activities. Every Saturday they have a differ-
ent hike, beach exploration, or event for those 
that want to explore the First Coast’s rich eco-
heritage. Most are free. See their website for a 
full calendar and more info at gtmnerr.org
 
Sept 6 naTure aT niGhT for members and 
volunTeers All members, volunteers, and 
their families are invited to join an evening of 
fun and fellowship around the campfire at the 
Arboretum (1445 Millcoe Road). This is a spe-
cial night to thank our members and volunteers 
for their support. There will be the usual hot 
dog roast plus chicken wings and side dishes 
donated by Soul Food Bistro and s’mores for 
dessert. The featured musician is Jonathon 
Lynn. Free admission for members and volun-
teers; however, if you bring guests, we ask for a 
donation of $5 per adult and $2 per child to help 
defray costs. Attendance will be limited to 100, 
so sign up now! visit jacksonvillearboretum.org
 
Sept 7 Jacksonville herpeToloGical soci-
eTy monThly meeTinGs On the 1st Sunday of 
every month, the Jacksonville Herpetological 
Society meets in the Wells Fargo Conference 
Center at MOSH from 2-5pm. (Herpetology is 
the study of amphibians and reptiles.)The JHS 
meeting usually consist of a guest speaker, a 
q-and-a forum, and a raffle. Speaker topics 
vary and first-time guests are free to attend. 
Repeats every month on the first Sunday until 
Wed, Dec 31, 2014. themosh.org
 
Sept 8 & 23 faver-dykes kayak ecoTour 
Faver-Dykes State Park is truly a Northeast 
Florida gem. Let Ripple Effect Ecotours lead 
you back in time to the real Florida, the Florida 
seen by the people native to these marshes 
and hammocks, long before the arrival of the 
Europeans. The guides, all professional kayak-
ers and expert naturalists, will introduce you 
to the wonders of this very special place. The 
tour fee of $55 per person includes the entry 
to the park, so please feel free to explore the 
park after your tour is over. A portion of the 
proceeds from these tours benefits the park’s 

St. Johns River Report Card: Are we improving? The St. Johns River Report charts the 
health of the Lower St. Johns River Basin on a number of broad indicators including water 
quality, fisheries, aquatic life, and contaminants. Now in its seventh year, the Report is able 
to track trends. The goal is to effectively communicate the health of our river in ways that 
policymakers and the general public will understand. Without the data, how do we know how 
best to protect the St. Johns River? 
 

improvinG
While nutrient pollution has decreased or improved, our river is still impaired with signifi-
cant nutrient pollution leading to toxic algal blooms. Turbidity, or the amount of sediment 
suspended in the water, has become satisfactory and improving. Aquatic life and fisheries 
highlight the overwhelming lack of information we have on species surveys, but the data we 
do have indicates improving population numbers. This includes threatened and endangered 
species like the Florida Manatee and Wood Stork, and the delisted Bald Eagle.
 
WorseninG
Salinity, or the amount of salt in the water, is worsening which is bad news for the health of 
our river. The primary evidence of saltwater intrusion can be seen in diminishing underwater 
grass beds and shrinking hardwood swamps. Salinity intrusion occurs due to overpumping 
of the underground aquifer, sea level rise, and years of dredging the St. Johns. Future proj-
ects will only make this problem worse - such as the proposal to siphon off millions of gal-
lons per day from the river to feed central Florida’s growing population and the proposed deep 
dredge, gouging our river from 40 to 47 feet.
 

losinG daTa
Unfortunately, water quality monitoring continues to be a low priority in our state. Slashing 
the budget for state agencies that monitor and improve the health of our water has led to 
unanswered questions and trends that we are unable to track. It doesn’t mean the health 
of our water is improving, only that no one is collecting the data. Questions in the report 
surrounding wetlands, submerged aquatic grasses (SAVs) and macroinvertebrates (water 
health indicator based on the insects found near water) remain unanswered due to budget 
cuts. Wetlands and SAVs are the best indicator of water quality because they function as 
kidneys, absorbing pollutants and runoff, protecting our shorelines and tributaries. Knowing 
how many acres of submerged grasses we have goes a long way to knowing whether our 
river’s health is getting better or worsening. Sadly, we don’t have the answers.
 

The greatest benefit from the report card is in being able to see trends over time. The 
data collected from scientists and experts about the health of the river is extremely valuable 
in prioritizing cleanup efforts. Help spread the word about the report. Learn about our river 
and the threats from increased salinity, plus much more at www.sjrreport.com.
 

on The river
St. Johns River Report Card

BY SHANNON BLANKINSHIP, Outreach Director for St. Johns Riverkeeper Friends organization for park improvement 
projects. 9am. Go online and see their calendar 
for more tours, info and on-line reservations at 
rippleeffectecotours.com or call 347-1565.
 
Sept 10 on amendmenT 1: florida’s land 
& WaTer leGacy The NE FL Sierra Club in 
Ponte Vedra presents Jessica Fessenden to 
speak and show a PowerPoint presentation 
about the basics of the Florida Land and Water 
Legacy Amendment that will provide funding 
for conservation and preservation projects 
around the state, including wetlands, forest 
areas, and parks. All are welcome! For further 
information, contact Larry Lickenbrock at 
(904) 537-6047. The program will be held 
in the PGA meeting room of the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Public Library at 6pm. 101 Library 
Blvd, Ponte Vedra Beach, florida.sierraclub.
org/Northeast/calendar.
 
Sept 15 fall Garden Workshop Presented 
by the Garden Club of Fleming Island. Topics: 
Informative Landscape Concepts which include 
Discovering Micro Environments, Water Needs, 
Proper Planting Techniques, Fall and Winter 
Veggies & Ornamentals, Reducing Cold Stress. 
The general public is invited to this free work-
shop. No registration required. 6:30pm, Flem-
ing Island Library, ccpl.lib.fl.us
 
Sept 27 family ecomenTaliTy This year for 
National Estuaries Day, you can do something 
eco-friendly: Family ecoMENTALITY. The activi-
ties throughout the day will provide you and 
your family with the resources to implement 
environmentally inspired ideas at home. In 
addition to the scheduled classes we’ll have 
a Green Cleaning stand hosted by Flagler 
College, Fish Printing, and The Blue Balloon 
book readings and signings. All the activi-
ties run between 9am and 4pm on Saturday, 
September 27, 2014. Class sizes are limited 
so get your spot as soon as possible. If you 
have any questions please email GTMRe-
searchReserve@gtmnerr.org. Note that some 
are offered at different times throughout the 
day. The Environmental Education Center of the 
Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine 
Research Reserve, gtmnerr.org.

eco evenTs
BrOugHt tO YOu BY

Ripple Effect Ecotours
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 The Fidelity Investments Jacksonville Dragon Boat Festival is like no other water event in Northeast Florida. This event 
is an intense competition on the St. Johns River expanding to 50 teams and dozens of boats fighting against the clock for the 
fastest time and the coveted grand prize trophy. Thousands of athletes, visitors and spectators will gather on the banks of the 
St. Johns River at The Jacksonville Landing to celebrate a legendary sport that dates back over 2,000 years. The multi-cultural 
event raises money for In the Pink, a not-for-profit providing support, services and supplies for patients diagnosed with cancer. 
 The St. Johns River is no stranger to festivals celebrating and encouraging athleticism and water activities. River Ruckus, 
Up the River, River City Eco Fest, Summer Splash Bash and the P1 Powerboat races have brought thousands to our riverfront 
this summer. The Dragon Boat Festival continues this theme and combines the beauty and arts of our Asian American commu-
nity and culture. In addition to the exciting dragon boat races, The Jacksonville Landing will host demonstrations by Chinese 
dancers, martial artists, and music throughout the day. This combination will create an engaging, community-wide experience 
which celebrates the diversity and cultural depth of the First Coast and offers something for everyone. 
 Proceeds from the festival benefit In the Pink, a boutique for women living with cancer. This local organization helps 
women heal, cope, and survive the effects of all types of cancer, both physically and emotionally. In the Pink has two locations 
in Jacksonville, at Jacksonville Beach and San Marco. They help hundreds of women, men, and children each year, by providing 
services which include wigs, headshaving, scarves, hats, post-surgical garments, mastectomy bras, prosthesis, skincare for 
radiation and chemotherapy, free yoga, and seminars. For more information, visit www.jaxinthepink.com.

Dragon Boat Facts
 Dragon Boating is the fastest growing watersport in the world, with teams racing in more than 80 coun-
tries. A modern dragon boat is usually 10 to 12 meters (about 40 feet) long. The most popular dragon boat 
set-up consists of 10 rows of seats for 20 paddlers sitting side-by-side. Each boat has a drummer (caller) in 
the front and a steersman (sweep) in the back. The drummer controls the stroke pace and makes sure that all 
of the paddlers synchronize with each other while the steersman navigates the boat. During the inaugural cer-
emony of a dragon boat race (2013), a Taoist priest or a community civic leader is usually called upon to dot 
the dragon eyes with red paint - a symbolic gesture to bring the dragon to life.

night oF asia
The Night of Asia is a spectacular evening of entertainment, festive 
Asian attire, cultural performances and international cuisine hosted on 
Friday, September 26 from 6pm to midnight at Celebration Church. The 
Night of Asia is the largest Asian festival in Jacksonville and will likely 
have more than 2,500 attendees celebrating our Asian American com-
munity. The event aims to enrich the diversity and quality of life by build-
ing awareness of Asian culture, providing support, and fostering strong 
relationships within Northeast Florida. There will be fun for all with 
performing artists and national-level talent representing numerous Asian 
countries. The night will also feature acrobatics, martial arts, dance and 
more. Tickets are $20 in advance and $30 at the door. The event sold 
out in 2013, so you will want to purchase early. Visit www.nightofasia.
org for more information.

ritual-style
Dragon Boats on the St. Johns River
BY SHANNON BLANKINSHIP, OutreAcH DIrectOr, St. JOHNS rIverKeePer

how to get involveD!
Make a teaM: The festival features 400-meter races with local com-
munity teams and organizations, corporate teams, and competitive teams. 
Clubs, churches, scout troops, and friends are welcome to participate, as 
well as businesses, and others. This is a great team-building exercise. Each 
boat can hold 18-24 athletes and every registered team receives two timed 
training sessions prior to race day. Dragon boat racing does require some 
initial instructions, but all shapes, sizes, athletes and novices will have fun. 
Participants also have exclusive access to the Johnson & Johnson’s Athlete’s 
Village, filled with music and activities.

volunteer: We need your help! There are several volunteer opportuni-
ties to help the cause. From parking assistance to tent breakdown or athletic 
support, volunteers run this event. Volunteers also help keep the cost of the 
event low so that more proceeds go to the cause, In the Pink. If you are think-
ing about attending anyway, go ahead and volunteer to meet some other great 
folks who are doing the same.

Be a spectator: Last year guest appearances from Mayor Alvin Brown 
and Lisa Rinaman, the St. Johns Riverkeeper, made for a very special cere-
monial “Lighting of the Eye.” Thousands of people lined the Northbank River-
walk to see the colorful wigs and costumes of the boat passengers and hear 
the excited yells and calls of racing teams. This year’s River Village, a spec-
tator-friendly area, will focus on community outreach and education about 
the St. Johns River, the event, and its charity, In The Pink. This combination 
of culture, health awareness, river recreation and athleticism is unmatched at 
any other event in Jacksonville. Be there!

sponsor our local heroes: This year’s dragon boat race features 
the Firehouse Subs First Responders Challenge Cup, a special division for our 
city’s finest law enforcement, firefighters and EMS. You can show your appre-
ciation for our local heroes by providing them a cost-free way to participate 
in the event. Sponsorships are still available for these individual boats. Then, 
come out and cheer your team to victory!

event: The Fidelity Investments Jacksonville Dragon Boat Festival
where: The Jacksonville Landing
when: September 27 at 9am (opening ceremony) and 5pm (closing ceremony) with 
races throughout the day, followed by live music and entertainment until 10pm
inFo: www.jacksonvilledragonboatfestival.com
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1506 King Street
904.379.6968
SilverCowJax.com

Kitchen is always open.
Happy Hour everyday, 3 - 7 pm. 

Monday is our all day HH. 
Tues. is Open Mic night, 2nd 

Wed. Bards & Brews 
(spoken word, poetry night)

Pint nights and tastings monthly

70 bottled and 
canned craft beers

33 taps for 
beer and cider

32 various bottles 
of boutique wines

Tuesdays Tapas Tuesdays at The Cafe at The 
Cummer Every Tuesday night from 5-7pm, enjoy 
wine and tapas at The Cafe. The picturesque patio 
is spread under gorgeous oaks, and there’s al-
ways live music. 829 Riverside Ave, cummer.org.
 
Sept 8 ConversaTion and CoCkTails Have 
some nibbles, discuss some art. Learn about 
the Cummer’s collection while sipping cocktails 
and tasting some delicious bites from The Café 
at The Cummer. A panel, moderated by Chief 
Curator Holly Keris, of collectors from their Col-
lectors’ Choice Exhibition will be discussing how 
they started their collections and giving tips for 
curating your own. Following the panel, stay for a 
Q&A with Laura Sheridan Raiffe of Christie’s, as 
she answers all your collecting questions. $25 
Members, $35 Non-Members, $15 Active Docents. 
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens, cummer.org
 
Sept 18 The TasTe of Golf For the past eight 
years, Taste of Golf has been The First Tee of 
North Florida’s largest annual fundraising event, 

 Burger Fi has been added to the Brooklyn Station roster. It joins Burrito Gallery, Corner Bakery Cafe, 
Zoe’s Kitchen, and Fresh Market among the food-related spaces slated to be built. The locally beloved Bur-
rito Gallery will include a rooftop bar!
  Greater Arlington just got a little meatier. Visconde’s Argentinian Grille (11925 Beach Blvd) opened last 
month. Menu is a la carte rather than all-you-can-eat, and while the menu is steak-centric, there are some 
choices outside of that: fries, chicken empanadas, calamari, and a decent kid’s menu.
  According to the Tampa Bay Business Journal’s blog, Pepin Distributing CEO Tom Pepin says that 
Florida may have a legal 64-ounce growler by the end of 2015. As always, you shouldn’t count your legisla-
tion before it’s signed (or voted on), but it’s looking like the beer industry and local breweries may come to 
a better understanding before the end of next year. Here’s hoping!
  Remember how Riverside’s The Salty Fig became The Blind Fig? They’ve changed it again to The Blind 
Rabbit, which is the same name as their other restaurant in Jax Beach, in an effort to unify their branding.
  Fresh Market has been chosen by Coca-Cola as the exclusive retail partner for the U.S. launch of 
Coca-Cola Life, a lower-cal option, sweetened with sugar and a stevia leaf extract blend. The weekend of 
September 27-28, participating Fresh Markets will be giving out samples and coupons ($1 off any eight 
ounce six-pack of Coca-Cola glass bottle products). For more info, check out thefreshmarket.com/view-
specials/coke-life.
  If you haven’t heard, Burger King bought Tim Horton’s, a Canadian franchise. The move means tax 
inversion taking Burger King Worldwide Inc. headquarters out of the U.S. and into Canada. While the higher-
ups have claimed that this isn’t a move to evade paying their fair share of taxes, they’ve still faced criticism 
and boycotts in response.
  In better and far more tasty news, a new tap room opened up: Veterans United Craft Brewery. Last 
month they opened to much applause. You can find them in the Baymeadows area at 8999 Western Way. 
Open in the evenings Wednesday-Saturday.

attracting over 800 guests from the region and 
beyond, including supporters of First Tee pro-
gramming, charity-minded golf enthusiasts, influ-
ential community members, professional athletes, 
and local celebrities. The event combines an 
evening of live entertainment, auctions, and wine, 
complete with their unique tradition of showcas-
ing Florida’s finest golf and country club chefs in 
an upscale culinary competition! The First Tee of 
North Florida is a 501(c)(3) organization with a 
mission “to impact the lives of young people by 
providing educational programs that build char-
acter, instill life-enhancing values and promote 
healthy choices through the game of golf.”
$125, TPC Sawgrass, 110 Championship Way, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, tasteofgolf.com.
 
Sept 19 slow down aT sT. auGusTine dis-
Tillery Slow Food First Coast and the St. Augus-
tine Distillery invite you to an evening of mingling, 
handcrafted cocktails, and Slow Food St. Au-
gustine style! The Floridian, Bistro de Leon, Cafe 
Atlantico, Gas Full Service Restaurant, Kyles Sea-

food Market, Juniper Market, The Hyppo, Claude’s 
Chocolate, Jayell’s Coffee and Culture in a Cup 
will all be there! The restaurants and artisans 
will be providing samples from their kitchens. In 
addition, they will have a cash bar featuring hand-
crafted cocktails made with the distillery’s amaz-
ing product. Search Eventbrite for tickets, $20, 
6:30-9:30pm, St. Augustine Distillery, 112 Riberia 
St. St. Augustine, slowfoodfirstcoast.org.
 
Sept 20 ToasT To The animals The Jackson-
ville Humane Society is excited to announce that the 
16th annual Toast to the Animals beer & wine tasting 
will be held on Saturday, September 20th, in the 
Terrace Suite at EverBank Field. Chaired by Jaguars 
General Manager David Caldwell and his wife Joelle, 
the evening will provide Jacksonville’s animal lovers 
a chance to taste the best hors d’oeuvres, wine and 
beer the First Coast has to offer. All proceeds will 
benefit the animals of the Jacksonville Humane So-
ciety. Tickets are $75 per person. Event is restricted 
to 21 years of age and up. 493-4566, EverBank 
Field, jaxhumane.org/Toast.
 
Sept 21 dim sum sundays If you haven’t ex-
perienced dim sum, Blue Bamboo is the place 
to experience it. For those who haven’t had dim 
sum, it’s a bit like an Asian appetizer extrava-
ganza. Blue Bamboo holds Dim Sum Sunday just 
ONCE a month. Check on their website for the 
next date, if you miss this month. 3820 Southside 
Blvd, bluebamboojacksonville.com.
 
Sept 25 mosh afTer dark: The sCienCe of 
CookinG wiTh head Chef BenneTT depew 
of harry’s seafood Bar and Grill Head 
to MOSH to learn the science behind preparing 
meals with Head Chef Bennett Depew of Harry’s 
Seafood Bar and Grill. Chef Depew will even share 
some of his concoctions with attendees. Cost is 
$20; MOSH Members receive a 20% discount. 
Register at www.themosh.org. Doors open at 
6; program begins at 6:30pm. The Science of 
Cooking is part of MOSH After Dark, a fun series 
of adult programs presented each month. 1025 
Museum Circle, themosh.org.
 
Sept 30 runway for safeTy lunCheon and 
fashion show All proceeds from this event 
benefit the Safety Shelter of St. Johns County, 
Inc., d.b.a. Betty Griffin House. The event will 
feature a silent auction, lunch, and a fashion 
show with local celebrity models. For more info 
or to reserve your seat, contact Florie Audiutori 
at 543-1086 or Florieaudi@aol.com $55 per 
person, 11am, Sawgrass Marriot Golf Resort & 
Spa, 1000 PGA TOUR Blvd, Ponte Vedra Beach 
bettygriffinhouse.org.
 
Oct 2 an eveninG wiTh The harns You might 
go for the opening of the Victorian Exhibit, At 
Home with the Harns, or for the silent auction 
items including luxury vacations, memorabilia 
pieces and one-of-a-kind St. Augustine lighthouse 
experiences, but we’ll want to be there for a taste 
of Victorian life. At An Evening with the Harns 
you’ll indulge in a delicious meal recreated from a 
January 1888 menu at the Hotel Ponce de Leon. 
History will come alive as one of the greatest 
living historians in the United States, Ed Bearss, 
gives his keynote speech. Tickets $125, 7pm, St. 
Augustine Lighthouse & Museum, 81 Lighthouse 
Ave, St Augustine, staugustinelighthouse.org.
 
Oct 12 CarinG Chefs The premiere food event 
of Northeast Florida. Held every year in the fall 
on both levels at The Avenues Mall, live music 
provides for a fun atmosphere as you move from 
booth to booth sampling unique dishes, dressed 
to impress. Get your tickets now, before they sell 
out! 10300 Southside Blvd, chsfl.org/caringchefs.

dish updaTe
where to eat, drink & be merry by erin thursby
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Those that live on the Westside know the soul food goodness of The Potter’s House Soul Food 
Bistro, but those that don’t might not know they have a location on the outer edge of Jacksonville (Greater 
Arlington) toward the Beaches. Potter’s has been so popular on the Westside that they had to adopt a 
cafeteria-style way of running things. Soul Food Bistro on Atlantic still has the trays and the counter 
ordering, but they also have a hostess station, a modern layout, with great signage and design details. 

They’ve been in this spot since 2013, and they have both the Lennox location on the Westside and this one. 
The Kernan/Atlantic location is in an out-building in the Walmart parking lot. It’s worth sussing out where 
it is, and once you know, you may, like a pigeon seeking their home, find yourself drawn back again by the 
memory of their food. On the Westside, I’d only had their fried chicken. Though it was quite a few years 
ago, I still remembered that chicken (perfectly fried, breaded and seasoned just so, crispy and tender). This 
time, as I was there to taste what else they had to offer, I resisted the temptation of their chicken and went 
for the items I hadn’t had before.

I discovered why, at the old locale, 
they were always out of oxtail wontons. 
They’re popular enough that the head 
chef jokingly mentioned there’s actually 
someone whose only job is to make the 
wontons. I thought she was kidding, until 
I tasted one. Now I know the truth. Inside 
the crispy wrappers there was a world of 
flavor: rich cream cheese tempering the 
intense beefy flavor of shredded oxtail. 
You can also get regular oxtail. There’s 
a very intense flavor to oxtail; it’s like 
ramped-up beef. For the uninitiated, it 
can sound a bit daunting, but if you’re 
going to try it anywhere, Potter’s is the 
place. Oxtail takes time, and the chefs here are patient. They’ll let it stew the way it should, for hours in a pot 
so big you can fit a person in it.

The smothered pork chop was a bit salty, but, as I ate it, I had no regrets. It was delicious. The 
salt opens up all the other flavors, making the gravy all the richer. This super-Southern choice is one of 
their most popular menu items, and it pairs well with their sweet cornbread, whimsically named “Slap Yo 
Mamma” Cornbread.

Soul Food 
BiStro

Those looking for lighter fare can find it, if they look and ask. Salads are on offer. Tossed, broccoli, 
and cucumber salad are three of the options. The Assistant Manager, Chef Ardelia Speed-Johnson, is a 
Nutritional Chef who brings healthy options to their soulful menu. Southern-style veggies can be a thing of 
beauty, and that’s certainly true at the Bistro. They do collards and seasoned string beans well. 

The other side item that should make it on to your plate isn’t vegetable based or low-fat: it’s their mac 
and cheese. Four cheeses, most of which are a double-super secret, go into the making of some of the best 
mac and cheese I’ve ever had. There’s a reason why one of my dining companions believed there was a 
highly addictive substance somewhere in the mac and cheese, and why another was obsessed with getting 
the the recipe. (For the record, one of those cheeses has been confirmed to be “a very sharp cheddar,” but 
shhhh! We can’t tell you more!)

Soul Food Bistro has garnered some recognition on a national basis recently, getting nominated just 
this year for Best Soul Food at the Neighborhood Awards (hosted and put on by Steve Harvey). Check them 
out, you won’t go away hungry. You can find them at 5310 Lenox Avenue suite 1 Jacksonville, FL 32205 
and 11876 Atlantic Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32225. Don’t forget that they’re closed on Mondays, and feel free 
to check them out online at www.thesoulfoodbistro.com.
 

BY ERIN THURSBY

Potter’s House



eujacksonville.com  |  SEPTEMBER 2014 23

Political Advertisement paid for by Shannon Blankinship for Soil and Water, Group 3 and 
Joey McKinnon for Soil and Water Group 5 campaigns. 

Go to the Polls 
November 4!

ShannonForSoilAndWater.com
JoeyMcKinnon.com

VOTE: Duval CouNty soil  & Water CoNservatioN DistriCt

St. JohnS RiveR outReAch & hydRogeologiSt

BLANKiNSHiP
Shannon

McKiNNoN
Joey

GrOup 3 GrOup 5

ExPEriEncE With thE iSSuES &
a passiOn TO dO WhaT is riGhT
for our WAtEr, lAnd & coMMunity
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Riverton Tower Riverton TowerRiverton Tower
Independent Senior Living on the beautiful St. Johns River, 

located in the Historical District of Arlington

Studio, one and two bedroom, two bath 
apartment homes nestled in a quiet river 

setting showcasing both skyline and harbor 
views for mature adults 55 and above. Rental 
rates include major utilities!  No pets please.

Call Riverton Tower Leasing Office for more information • http://rt.jones.edu

(904) 743-5090
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OCTOBER 1, 2014
Downtown Jacksonville | 5–10 p.m.

iloveartwalk.com

BY KATHERINE HARDWICK
Director of Marketing, Downtown Vision, Inc.

Kicking off Jacksonville’s Oktoberfest scene, 
First Wednesday Art Walk will put a little polka in 
your step and beauty in your brain with Oktober-
fest at Art Walk. Join Downtown Vision as you 
grab your liebling (darling), dust off your dirndl 
(for the ladies) or lederhosen (for the gents), grab 
your most ornate beer stein or bierkrug, and head 
Downtown with 15,000 of your closest friends 
on Wednesday, October 1. From 5-10pm, this 
arts and culture celebration lights up Downtown. 
Hundreds of area artists display at more than 
fifty venues, including ten permanent arts venues 
and galleries. Plus, on Art Walk night, enjoy free 
admission to MOCA Jacksonville and free, hourly 
backstage tours at the Florida Theatre.

Returning for a second year, Hemming Plaza 
and Laura Street will be transformed into one 
large art-festival-meets-biergarden block party. 
Oom-pah-pah band Dan Witucki and Mein Hei-
matland Musikanten will set the stage providing 
live entertainment for a night of dancing in the 
streets. The illustrious Kerry Speckman will em-
cee the evening’s tapping of the keg and contests, 
including beer stein holding for the strong, yodel-
ing for the brave, and best costume for the cre-
ative among us. The night will also feature wiener 
races. Not wiener dogs, mind you, rather adults 
in hot dog costumes vying for the chance to be 
crowned the fastest wiener west of Germany.

While beer will abound (and I’ll get to that 
in a moment) this is an event for all ages. The 
Kinder Zone at Hemming Plaza will bring out 
artists in your little ones with pumpkin painting 
patches and the State Farm craft zone. At the 
Hemming Plaza biergarten, purchase pints of the 
season from Oktoberfests to German brews to lo-

#ProstDtJax
Oktoberfest at Art Walk Returns to Downtown

cal craft favorites. A portion of beer proceeds will 
benefit Downtown Vision Alliance, the charitable 
arm of Downtown Jacksonville. Bring your own 
beer stein (pint-sized or smaller), and we’ll fill it 
for you instead of a plain old plastic cup. Then, 
pair your brew with delicious German-inspired 
fare from local food vendors. Alternatively, pick 
up an Art Walk map to see which of Art Walk’s 
15 dining and 10 nightlife stops offer German or 
Oktoberfest beers. Visit iloveartwalk.com for a 
full listing of what you can see and do at all the 
venues.

Oktoberfest in the urban core doesn’t stop 
there! Head over to MPA 2014 Oktoberfest at 
Memorial Park, October 3-4, for more seasonal 
celebrations featuring the Swinging Bavarians 
(tickets available at memparkjax.org). Then, re-
turn Downtown for Jaxtoberfest at the Shipyards, 
October 10-11, which will feature a number of live 
music acts and family-friendly Oktoberfest games 
including wiener races – this time with wiener 
dogs (tickets available at jaxtoberfest.com).

Imagine a vibrant, park-like setting infused 
with ongoing concerts, symphony and theater 
performances, poetry slams, and lively folk 
bands. Unity Plaza’s state-of-the-art, all-digital 
amphitheater will serve as a home for our ex-
traordinary local talent and world-renowned 
musicians. Unity Plaza will soon be announcing 
pre-opening activities launching in late October. 
The indoor instructional facility is slated to open 
in November and look for the Grand Opening cel-
ebration in February.

With its daily, weekly, monthly and annual 
events, Unity Plaza will also bring an economic 
boost and provide tourism revenue to the city. 
70% or more of Unity Plaza’s concerts will be 
sponsored and free to the public, therefore mak-
ing the arts accessible to all. 

Unity Plaza innovatively collaborates with 
Visit Jax, JAXPort, and other organizations to 
develop in its inaugural year six iconic “Diversity 
Festivals” which serve to raise awareness of our 
acclaimed African-American, Greek, Hispanic, Indo 
& Asian, Jewish, and Middle Eastern communities.

Unity Plaza - A Celebration of Performing 
Art Greats & Jacksonville’s Diversity

States project volunteer and visionary 
Evelyn Peters-Washington, President of Domin-
ion Media Group, founder of Families Across 
America, and widow of Jacksonville native Teddy 
Washington is co-crafting five of our most sig-
nificant and signature annual events launching in 
March 2015: The Sweetlife Food & Music Festi-
val (Mar 7), Jeans & Jazz Summerfest & Bring 
the Beach to Brooklyn (May 22-23), In Praise of 
Music in honor of our Veterans (Nov 11), The 
Hear ts for Hope Gala honoring Nonprofit Cham-
pions (Dec 5), the tri-city FAM Fest planned for 
Labor Day 2016, and in same-day par tnership 
with Pioneer Cour thouse Square and The Mall in 
Washington, D.C., Evelyn’s programming con-
tributions to Unity Plaza directly coincide with 
keeping her husband’s memory alive through 
our concer ts and youth programs.

Unity Plaza’s eclectic programming will 
attract world class acts, infusing and fostering 
Jacksonville’s new, entrepreneurial energy. For 
information regarding Unity Plaza visit unity-
plaza.org or email jj@unityplaza.com.

BY JEN JONES AND KRISTI LEE SCHATZ, M.A.
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On September 12th, for their patrons and members only, MOCA unveils an exhibit featuring 
American contemporary painters Haley Hasler, Jason John, Andrea Kowch, Bryan Le Boeuf, Jenny 
Morgan, Kevin Muente, Frank Oriti, and Kevin Peterson. There is a reception for patrons from 6-7pm, 
followed by one from 7-9 pm for museum members. The general public is invited to the exhibition on 
September 13 through January 4.

These eight current artists present a look into the contemporary trend of the realist figurative 
painting movement.

“My portraits are about the relationship between the person and the place, especially working-
class people in my age range, who are returning from college or the military and moving back to the 
suburbs of Cleveland where we once wanted to escape,” says Frank Oriti. “Returning to places that 
have memories of childhood that have matured, it’s hard to switch back...I pull from my own working-
class backgrounds showing connection and disconnection from the figure to the background’s 
white-washed element – physically erased,” says Oriti, whose work is strong and tight, reminding you 
of, as he puts it, “the daily grind” so many people go through day after day to make ends meet for 
themselves and their families.

One of the artists, Jason John, happens to be a University of North Florida assistant professor 
in painting, but he has created a national reputation. In addition to his paintings in the exhibition, John 
will hold studio hours at MOCA, allowing visitors to see him at work. 

The thread twining this exhibit together twists through the inner self-portraits turned into 
narratives by Hasler, the situational portraits by John – Jacksonville’s own, the intentional 
compositions by Kowch, the portraiture of mood and situations by Le Boeuf, the compelling and 
disruptive figure portraits by Jenny Morgan, the landscape paintings posing unending questions by 
Muente, the boomerang journey of people coming back to their roots blurred by the reality of the past 
by Oriti, and the raw portraits in a broken world by Peterson. This is a show of the “now” – a mirror 
for us to ponder as we walk through their images and enter the mysterious worlds of each artist. 

Contemporary realism
“Get Real: New American Painting” at MOCA

BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

portraiture through time: A MOCA-Cummer Museum Tour on Sunday, October 5 from 1-4pm
Go on a journey through time beginning at The Cummer where you will tour the permanent collection 
of portraits from the past, followed by transportation to MOCA to view the contemporary American 
portraits on exhibit. ($15 MOCA or Cummer Members, $20 Non-Members)
 
Women painting Women on Thursday, October 23 at 7pm, MOCA-featured artists Haley Hasler, 
Andrea Kowch, and Jenny Morgan will discuss their roles in today’s art world, the women featured 
in their artwork, and the reasons why they paint them. Discussion is free and open to the public. 
(Members’ Reception at 6pm; three-course prix fixe dinner for Avant Garde and Collectors’ Circle 
members at 8:30pm in Café Nola at $49 per person, includes tax and tip; wine pairings and full bar 
available for an additional charge, payable the night of the dinner – reservations required)

moCa Book CluB on Thursday, December 11 at 1pm and 7pm – “Andrew Wyeth: A Secret Life”
Guided book club discussions and interactive, hour-long tours at 1 pm and 7 pm. Join the group at 
Café Nola for a meal before or after you attend one of the events. Reservations are encouraged.
 
Advance registration at mocajacksonville.org or call 904.366.1214.
 
 

“Portrait as Palomino”  Haley Hasler



26 september 2014  |  eu jacksonville monthly 

MOCA JACksOnville (366-6911, mocajackson-
ville.org) September 2 – November 2 JUXTAPO-
SITION: WORKS BY LARRY WILSON & LAURIE 
HITZIG An intensely personal exhibition featuring 
a husband and wife team expressing their styles 
and life experiences individually and together. 
Opening reception Sept. 4, 6–8pm. September 13 
- January 4 GET REAL: NEW AMERICAN PAINT-
ING A selection of artists from across the coun-
try: Haley Hasler, Jason John, Andrea Kowch, 
Bryan LeBoeuf, Jenny Morgan, Kevin Muente, 
Frank Oriti, and Kevin Peterson, provides a snap-
shot of contemporary realist painting in the United 
States. Opening reception Sept. 12. JASON JOHN 
STUDIO Experience the process of realist paint-
ings by watching featured regional artist Jason 
John create a painting in a specially created stu-
dio space on the third floor. This area will be open 
for the duration of the exhibition and will provide 
guests an opportunity to see a working artist 
space and perhaps catch the artist working. John 
is an assistant professor of painting at the Univer-
sity of North Florida in Jacksonville.

The CuMMer MuseuM Of ArT And GArdens 
(356-6857, cummer.org) Sept 6 Weaver First 
Saturday Free for All 10am - 4pm. Thru Sept. 14 
COLLECTOR’S CHOICE: INSIDE THE HEARTS 
AND MINDS OF REGIONAL COLLECTORS A 
selection of area collectors is sharing some of 
their prized possessions with the community. 
Thru Nov. 2 A COMMEMORATION OF THE CIVIL 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT: PHOTOGRAPHY FROM 
THE HIGH MUSEUM OF ART Celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the signing of the Civil Rights Act 
with this exhibit. On view are 22 black and white 
photographs taken by an array of photographers, 
journalists, artists and activists, who documented 
the societal struggles that swept the nation during 
the 1950s and 60s.   

Sept 3 firsT WednesdAY ArT WAlk: BACk 
TO sChOOl Celebrate the new school year with 
activities for families at Fun4FirstCoastKids’ Back 
to School Zone. Enjoy live music by The Groove 
Coalition and finish the Jacksonville Neighbor-
hood Totem with Roux Arts’ Street Pipes Mobile 
Mosiac. Plus, parents can grab local brewskies at 

Hemming Plaza. Downtown Jacksonville galleries, 
museums, cultural venues, restaurants and busi-
nesses, 5-9pm, rain or shine, iloveartwalk.com.

Sept  3 - 26 PiCTOGrAPh AT unf ArT-
sPACe UNF Artists are swooping back in at 
Southlight! Showcasing newcomer and Assistant 
Professor of Photography, Kally Malcom. Exhibit 
opens Sept 3, 6-9pm. Southlight Gallery, south-
lightgallery.com    

Sept 4 - Oct 31 under The rOse Florida Min-
ing presents Under the Rose by paper cut artist 
Hiromi Moneyhun. Starting with a whole sheet of 
paper, Hiromi meticulously draws and then cuts 
out intricate shapes to convey her artistic vision. 
The finished product is a marvel, something 
between sculpture or origami and drawing or 
woodblock prints. The end result offers ghostly 
images that seem to hover and shimmer against 
the light and darkness of the gallery walls. The 
exhibit features various-sized pieces with an 
average scale of 3 feet-by-5 feet. Borrowing its 
title from the Thomas Pynchon short story of the 
same name, Moneyhun’s new exhibit employs 
perceptions of attractiveness as an inspiration for 
a collection based on female forms. Moneyhun’s 
works have been featured in ten solo and group 
shows. In addition to her exhibit at Florida Mining 
Gallery, upcoming shows include The Cummer 
Museum of Art and Gardens in Feb. 2015. Open-
ing reception 6 – 8 pm. Florida Mining Gallery, 
floridamininggallery.com

Sept 4 – Oct 20 BeneATh AfriCAn skies Me-
linda Bradshaw exhibits photographs from her 
recent photo safari in Africa. Reception Sept. 5, 
7-9 pm. First Street Gallery, Neptune Beach, 241-
6928.

Sep 11 OPeninG Of The fine ArT Of JAZZ
This exhibition showcases the impact Kansas City 
Jazz musicians and vocalists had on the national 
jazz movement of the 1920s and 1930s through 
photographs by Dan White, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photographer, and through commentary on the 
renowned jazz musicians who started in Kansas 
City and grew to have great impact on American 

jazz as we know it today. Many of these artists 
are performing today and remain a powerful influ-
ence on the jazz genre. This exhibit is a program 
of Exhibits USA and the National Endowment for 
the Arts. Ritz Theatre and Museum, ritzjackson-
ville.com

Sept 12 sCulPTure WAlk JAX This one-year 
outdoor sculpture exhibition in Main Street Park 
will have a Grand Opening the weekend of Sept. 
12-14, coinciding with the Connection Festival, 
and kicking off with a guided tour at 6pm on Sept. 
12. This is a juried, international exhibition of 
thir teen pieces in total, plus the installation of a 
sculptural bench and two sculptural bike racks. 
Read more on page 27. Main Street Park, cultur-
alcouncil.org

September 12-14 10Th AnnuAl JACksOnville 
TATTOO COnvenTiOn Artists from all over the 
country will be doing incredible tattoos all week-
end. There will be vendors of all types with unique 
items. There will be contests, entertainment, 
activities and special guests. $20 single day/ $35 
for weekend pass. Wyndham Riverwalk, conven-
tionpros.com. 

Sept 18 ArT And illuMinATiOns Of The sT. 
JOhn’s BiBle The talk features David Allaway, 
Director of The St. John’s Bible Heritage Program. 
Allaway will share vivid details on the art and 
calligraphy processes used to create the contem-
porary sacred manuscript--the first handwritten, 
hand-illuminated Bible commissioned since the 
invention of the printing press 500 years ago. 
The large scale books will be present during the 
evening to allow for an up-close, page-turning 
encounter by the audience. Reservations are re-
quired, as space is limited. A goodwill donation is 
requested. For information and to reserve space, 
call (904) 824-2310. St. Augustine Art Assoc.

Through Sept 19 PV CULTURAL CENTER The 
works of figurative painter Susanna Richter-
Helman and wood sculptor Peter Blunt are dis-
played in the Main Gallery. The Cultural Center of 
Ponte Vedra Beach, 280-0614, www.ccpvb.org

Sept 19 – Nov 7 MOdulisM This cross-disci-
pline exhibition explores the relationship between 
modular geometric forms and negative space. 
Dolf James and Andrew Zimmerman’s work re-
imagines simple forms with a close attention to 
the details and processes used to create them. An 
opening reception will be held Friday, September 
19. Free and open to the public. J. Johnson Gal-
lery, jjohnsongallery.com.

Sept 27 AlWAYs suMMer The 6th Annual AIGA 
Jacksonville Mixed Tape & Poster Show Cel-
ebrates design excellence and the Jacksonville 
creative community. Artists of all disciplines can 
submit a poster featuring their favorite summer 
song. The exhibit will showcase inspired creativ-
ity, exemplary illustration, sound typography and 
well-executed technique within a laid-back atmo-
sphere. Enjoy hot design, cold beverages, and 
good company. Live DJs will set the tone for the 
evening with a “mixed tape” of songs compiled 
from artist selections. For more information about 
submitting a poster call 755-8903. CoRK Arts 
District North Gallery, jacksonville.aiga.org

Thru Dec 26 PresidenTs Of The COnTinen-
TAl COnGress  Original letters and writings of 
the early Presidents who were members of the 
Continental Congress are on exhibit. THE WILD-
LIFE AND NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY OF MICHAEL 
CENCI is on exhibit through Oct. 29. Karpeles 
Manuscript Library Museum, 356-2992

ArT evenTs
Melinda Bradshaw “Lake Masek” at First Street Gallery
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 Jacksonville has opened the door to a new venue for sculpture. 
The Cultural Council’s Spark District in downtown Jacksonville ex-
plodes with 13 sculptures to walk through, share, and enjoy starting 
this September 12th. Thousands of people will have the opportunity 
to experience a nexus of fascinating and alluring pieces of sculpture 
vetted for Sculpture Walk Jax, a project led by internationally rec-
ognized sculptor Jenny Hager, Associate Professor of Sculpture at 
University of North Florida (UNF) and their Exhibition Curator. 

“The Sculpture Walk Jax streetscape exhibition showcases how 
the energy of sculpture can transform the way people look at this 
Main Street Park site, our city and our community–it gives us energy 
from all points,” Hager says.

The Grand Opening of Sculpture Walk Jax kicks off with a Tour 
of Sculpture on Friday, September 12 at 6pm – you and your family 
will want to be there. This opening coincides with the Connection 
Festival (www.connectionfestival.com) a ticketed, main-stage event 
featuring local, regional and international live music, yoga sessions, 
dance, street performances, and art exhibitions, along with technol-
ogy and business forums. 

Made possible by the Cultural Council’s “Art in Public Places 
initiative,” Sculpture Walk Jax will be in place for one year--yes, for 
four seasons--thus allowing residents and visitors alike to commune 
singly or together at Main Street Park (325 Main Street, between 
Duval and Adams streets behind the Jacksonville Public Library 
– Main Branch). 

A project of this magnitude led Hager to zero-in on one of the 
world’s leading sculptors to jury the exhibition: Marsha Pels. Hager 
secured Pels, who has a studio in Brooklyn, to jury the event after 
meeting her at Miami’s 2013 Art Basel, where they forged a friendship. 

“I respect her work,” Pels says of Hager, “and she respects 
mine…[As I was] invited to jury, I tried to make it an exciting show 
as much as possible. An outdoor site demands specific sculpture. I 
have a long history of judging and jurying competitions. The world 
has changed in terms of how sculpture is perceived by the public 
– the site is very important. I tried to understand the fabric of the 
pieces, the idea of the narrative and scale,” says Pels, who is inter-
nationally known for her labor-intensive, cast and fabricated objects, 
multi-media installations and site-specific pieces, involving “politi-
cally charged” psychological landscapes. Her awards include a Pub-
lic Art Fund Grant, Prix de Rome, a Fulbright Senior Scholar Award to 
Germany, a Pollock-Krasner Foundation grant, and in 2013, an Adolf 
and Ester Gottlieb Foundation Individual Support Grant. 

Six local artists have created large-scale work for this Spark 
project. Jacksonville artists include Jenny Hager, Sherry Hill, Aisling 
Millar, Melissa Russell, Lance Vickery and Brett Waller. Regional art-
ists include Robert Coon (Vero Beach), Jason Lake (Orlando) and 
Joni Younkins-Herzog (Sarasota), along with Hanna Jubran (Grimes-
ville, NC), Andrew Smith (Oxford, MS), and Durant Thompson (Ox-
ford, MS). Susanne Roewer is from Germany.

In addition, a sculptural bench by Jenny Hager and two sculp-
tural bike racks by David Main and Lance Vickery, parallel Jack-

sonville’s new focus on healthy living and bike riding as a primary 
means of transportation.
 These outdoor installations are designed to withstand a year’s 
worth of adverse weather conditions and a high-traffic environment. 
The City of Jacksonville’s Department of Parks has been working 
with Hager and her sponsors to ensure safety and resistance to 
public interaction, and the Cultural Council is grateful for the role the 
Department of Parks has played in bringing this project to fruition.

All sculptures will be for sale during the exhibition year, but 
must remain onsite for the duration of the exhibit. Hager’s “Dance of 
the Jellyfish” sculpture will be moved from the round-a-bout circle on 
a main road at UNF to the Main Street Park site and installed for the 
event. Noting her out-of-pocket expenses exceed more than $2,500 
for materials, not including extensive time for design and execu-
tion, Hager supports the idea of sharing information on costs borne 
by sculptors for their artwork with the public, so people begin to 

Participating sculptor Joni Younkins-Herzog is pleased to have 
a presence in her home state, as her studio is in Sarasota. 

“I hope to bring mystery and intrigue into my piece for 
this exhibition,” Younkins-Herzog says. She talks about her 

experiences in Africa and how they influenced her sculptures. 
“Malaria pills caused hallucinations, and the Islamic songs 

had a profound effect on me,” she goes on to say, noting 
how her dreams and thoughts were immersed in this travel 

experience, which translated into her work and resulted in the 
sounds of Africa being integral to the final, audible piece.

Jenny K. Hager with her “Dance of the Jellyfish” piece

A DestinAtion 
for All seAsons
Downtown’s Sculpture Walk Jax
BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

understand how the value of a piece of sculpture is determined. Her 
sculpture is listed for $15,000. If purchased during this event, the 
cost is shared, with a large portion going to the artist, and a smaller 
percentage going back into the Cultural Council’s fund to sustain the 
project as an annual event. This is the business of art.

The sculpture project is generously co-sponsored by A&K 
Machine and Fabrication, Atlantic Powder Coating, Auld & White 
Constructors, Pedroni Cast Stone and Concrete, Harbinger Sign, the 
Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville, and Preston H. Haskell.

Jacksonville has long enjoyed the various painting and sculp-
ture collections of philanthropist and art patron Preston Haskell, 
founder and chairman of the Jacksonville-based Haskell Company. 
Noting that sculpture can change the way people envision and relate 
to a city, Haskell states, “We will populate Jacksonville with more 
than a dozen colorful sculptures, creating excitement like what has 
happened in Denver, San Francisco, and Johannesburg, South Af-
rica.” In “Joberg,” as he recalls, “sculpture transformed the city.”

“By bringing art to Downtown, it makes the city more open 
– they venture outside to touch it, be pictured with it – it becomes a 
landmark, like the sculpture I donated and placed in front of MOCA 
Jacksonville,” says Haskell, who hopes this project leads to the 
purchase of the sculptures for permanent display in the public plazas 
around Downtown.

“I’ve underwritten three more sculptures to this project,” 
Haskell continues. He and others are in the process of defining spe-
cific places where each could possibly find a home. The purchase 
and placement of these sculptures in Downtown Jacksonville is key 
in establishing future collaborations. Haskell says, “Responsibility 
comes with purchasing each piece – care and maintenance as well 
as restoration and conservation is important, as once ownership is 
taken, the conservation begins.”

Haskell believes it’s not just the monetary level, but the com-
munity value and community engagement that will give a notable 
presence to Downtown Jacksonville. He hopes to begin with Down-
town then spread this project out into the neighborhoods. “I am will-
ing to approach people and corporations in order to gain support for 
this project, resulting in a purchase and placement of one of these 
sculptures in a public plaza for all to enjoy,” Haskell says.

As project lead, Jenny Hager wants to make an impact – a 
HUGE impact. If you have an interest to help sustain this project, 
funding is being accepted by the Cultural Council, a nonprofit organi-
zation, on its website www.culturalcouncil.org. If you wish to donate 
directly to Sculpture Walk type “Sculpture Walk-Hager” in the dona-
tion form for it to help sustain the future of the walk; otherwise, it will 
be a general donation. Collaborative support is welcome.
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September 10  Roadkill Ghost ChoiR lP Release PaRty at Underbelly
In these pages, I’ve lauded Roadkill Ghost Choir as one of the best bands in Florida, and I stick to 
my guns. It’s been awesome to watch them go from playing modest crowds at Burro Bar to playing 
Letterman. They’re FINALLY releasing their full length, In Tongues, and you can bet your ass it’s 
going to be awesome. I’m not sure if this THE album release party or one of several, but either way, 
it speaks to the support they’ve received in Jacksonville over the past couple years. If you’ve yet to 
experience a live Roadkill show, this is quite possibly the last time you’ll be able to without shelling 
out $15-20. If you’re a fan of Fleet Foxes, My Morning Jacket or the like, you will not be disappointed.

September 11  stitChes at 1904 Music Hall
Last month it was Lil Debbie, but September’s novelty hip hop show of the month goes to Miami’s 
Stitches. If you thought Riff Raff was over-the-top, you HAVE to see what this dude is about. At least 
Riff Raff is clearly portraying a character designed to ruffle feathers, but with Stitches, it remains to 
be seen if he actually takes himself seriously or if it’s all just a really good act. This is for sure, he 
loves talking about selling drugs and posing with AK-47s. Oh, and he’s got some seriously regrettable 
tattoos, but so far it seems to be working for him. 

September 19  toRChe, Post teens, ViCes, delta sun at Burro Bar
Torche is awesome. I could easily end this recommendation right there, but it’s possible there are 
still those who don’t know this yet. Why are they so awesome? Because they make incredibly heavy, 
psychedelic rock poppy and approachable music without being cheesy. They border on metal, but 
really it’s just heavy rock not unlike an American version of their frequent tour mates (and my all-time 
favorite band), Boris. I’m not familiar with Post Teens, but Vices have been killing it for years and are 
right on the verge of breaking through, while Delta Sun is an amazing new band from St. Augustine 
that I’m thrilled to see on this bill.

September 20  GRam PaRsons GuitaR Pull sonGwRitinG Contest at Jack Rabbits
Southern Georgia / Northeast Florida is nothing if not proud of its claim to Gram Parsons’ roots. Cecil 
Connor, as he was born, grew up in Waycross, GA, and attended Bolles here in Jacksonville before 
attending Harvard and becoming, of all things, a country music legend. Taken before his time, GP is 
a hero to those who appreciate Americana, especially the hippie types that came of age in the sixties 
and seventies. For the better part of almost two decades, the man lovingly known as Uncle Dave has 
organized a weekend festival tribute to the Grievous Angel at the Okefenokee Fairgrounds. Last year, 
Brad Lauretti of the Jacksonville Songwriter Residency partnered with Uncle Dave to bring a little 
Duval into the mix via a songwriting contest, the winners of which get to play the fest. Who will it be 
this year? Find out at Jack Rabbits!

otheR notable shows
September 8  diaRRhea Planet at Underbelly

September 11  lolliPoP CaRaVan at Underbelly

September 12-13 ConneCtion FestiVal at The Elbow

September 19  siGns oF iRis, woRth Road, dalton stanley band at Shantytown Pub

September 20  autaRx, Cold waste, buRnt haiR, hanG uP youR boots at Shantytown Pub

September 24  CouChes, FiField, the stoCktons at Burro Bar

September 25  Code oRanGe kids, twitChinG tonGues, blisteRed, axis, Rhythm oF FeaR at 

Burro Bar

September 26  bRonCho, sunbeaRs!, low litas at Jack Rabbits

October 1  GymshoRts, tiGht Genes, the mold, touCh at Burro Bar

on the hoRizon
October 11 the Veldt, Cassius Clay at Burro Bar

October 23  il soGno del maRinaio (mike watt) at Jack Rabbits

October 27  Jealousy mountain duo at Burro Bar

November 1  anGel olsen, lionlimb at Jack Rabbits

November 3  the melVins, le butCheRettes at Jack Rabbits

November 4  7 seConds at Freebird Live

diablo sez...
EU’s Jack Diablo stays on top of the Jacksonville music scene, so you don’t have to! 

Check in every month for album reviews, show recommendations, and local music news. 

Stitches at 1904 Music Hall
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It’s hard to believe that this is the Connection Festival’s inaugural run and easy to see that the 
festival’s founders put a lot of thought into every detail. The lineup is an impressive amalgamation of 
genres, styles, and international and regional acts, with highlights including Sebadoh, Kermit Ruffins, 
Cibo Matto, Less than Jake, Sugarhill Gang, and This Frontier Needs Heroes. The festival also has 
magnanimous goals, which include donations to local art organizations and prominent placement of 
local acts amidst the international ones. 

I spoke with Julia Gregory, the festival’s Art Coordinator and Co-founder, about what separates 
this from other summer music festivals and about all of the cool things that festival-goers can expect.
 
EU: What makes this different than other summer music festivals?
We are excited to give some of our leading local music acts the opportunity to perform on the same 
stage as our stellar Main Stage lineup. Being a veteran of the local music scene, I know these op-
portunities are few and far between, especially at music festivals. Also, outside of our ticketed Main 
Stage, we are offering an array of arts and entertainment that is free to the public including art exhi-
bitions and workshops, hands-on activities, street performances by professional dance companies 
and local studios, and world champion performers, throughout our Main Street Park Family Zone 
along with live music performances by 60+ local and regional acts throughout our partner venues 
Burrito Gallery, Burro Bar, The Volstead, 1904 Music Hall, and Underbelly. 
 
EU: Why downtown Jacksonville?
My team and I recognize that Jacksonville is hungry for more arts, culture and entertainment in its 
Urban Core. Plus, Jacksonville is home to so many talented artists and musicians that we want to 
provide a platform for those artists to share and connect with national and international artists. 
 
EU: How did you decide to get the type of acts you did from international to local and spanning 
so many genres? 
Connection Festival is built on the idea of inclusiveness. We want to offer something for everyone, 
and our music line-up reflects this with its variety. The charm of a festival is bringing different ideas 
and people together for a common purpose, and that is exactly what we are trying to capture in our 
3-day event. 
 
EU: What is the one thing you want someone to know about Connection Festival?
Connection Festival is all about giving back to our local community, which is why most of our festival 
is free to the public. Those that purchase a Main Stage Pass are supporting our efforts to develop 
cultured experiences for individuals and youth looking to explore new artistic mediums, with a por-
tion of the proceeds from all ticket sales covering the cost of the blanket insurance, security person-
nel, permits, and accommodations required for an event this size. We will also be donating a portion 
of the proceeds to a local art organization or charity whose work we feel aligns with our mission. 
 
EU: This event is large in scope and you have big sponsors. Can you talk about what it took to 
make it all happen?
With this being a first-year event, it was all about proving that we are worth the investment. It wasn’t 
enough to approach sponsors with our idea; rather, we had to put in the work to coordinate the event 
before asking for sponsors to extend their support. 
 
EU: Can you explain what you mean by: “Connection Festival is about the exploration and cre-
ativity of music, art and commerce through technology.”
Technology plays a major role in our everyday lives as well as in creativity in arts and commerce. 
As part of our exploration and programming, we are offering a Sunday Meet Up at CoWork Jax with 
an esteemed panel of business and cultural leaders discussing this paradigm. We have also had this 
conversation with a few of our national and international music artists, which will be released in our 
upcoming event guide, to gain insight on what role technology plays in their work, from songwriting, 
to recording, to distributing music. 
 
EU: Are you hoping to make this an annual event? If so, will you continue to have it in Jacksonville?
Yes and yes!

music commerce 
art technology

BY BRENTON CROZIER

What: Connection Festival
When: September 12 – 14
Where: Downtown Jacksonville
info: www.connectionfestival.com
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The Latest Project from 
Daryl Hance  BY LIZA MITCHELL

Daryl Hance is stepping out from the shadows and 
finding his place in the light. The guitarist and one of the 
founding members of Mofro is taking center stage as he 
tours the southeast with his trio in support of his most re-
cent project, The Land of Trembling Earth.

The sophomore solo effort was released Aug. 5 and 
feted with a hometown celebration days earlier at the 1904 Music Hall. Since then, Hance has per-
formed from Gainesville to Fort Myers. He resumes his tour September 26 with a date in Boca Raton. 
Hance returns to his roots September 27 with a show at the Dogstar Tavern in Fernandina Beach. “It 
never goes the way you expect it to, and this tour has been a little easier than I expected,” he says. 
“The reaction to the record has been great. I think this album is going to step things up.”

Hance will continue north with dates in Savannah, GA, Asheville and Wilmington, NC, and a 
pre-Halloween gig Oct. 30 in Ft. Lauderdale. He and his trio will ring in the New Year Dec. 31 with a 
show-stopping performance at the House of Blues in Lake Buena Vista, FL. “I’m looking forward to 
that. It should be fun, and I haven’t played there in a while,” Hance says. “The bigger the crowd, the 
easier it is.”

It’s been over three years since the release of his debut album, Hallowed Ground, which Hance 
says was reflective of that time in his life. And if that freshman release is a snapshot of where he 

came from, Hance says Land of Trembling Earth is an auditory portrait of where he is now. “With 
the first record, it was kind of a ‘let’s see what happens’ kind of thing. I was on the road a lot and 
in between dates, I’d go do a few shows with various lineups. That record is three guys playing in a 
room,” he says. “This one here is a lot more of a personal record. I’ve kind of figured out what I’m 
doing. Every record is a learning process, so I felt this one is a big step for me. I want to keep it as 
fun as possible, keep it grooving so people can still get down and what not. We’re going to do it like 
the old school guys used to do, just good bluesy rock ‘n roll. No shoegazing. Not that there’s anything 
wrong with that.”

Hance says his second solo effort is pushing him to feel more confident as an artist. He often 
reminds himself to pause and appreciate how far he’s come. “Personally, right now, I still feel hung up 
on the feeling that the grass is going to be greener over there,” he says. “You always have ideas that 
it could be better but I guess that depends on what your idea of better is.”

Hance reveals that he arrived at a crossroads while on a solo west coast tour in 2012. He was 
burned out after nearly a decade on the road with Mofro and decided it would be a good time to go 
home, get the yard in order, and recharge his creative battery. He reentered the water slowly, just 
playing a few local gigs here and there when the mood struck him. “I’m glad I was able to do it,” he 
says. “It was not overly comfortable, but I was very lucky to have the freedom to be able to do that.” 
When he set out to make Trembling Earth, Hance continued to write and record free of any pressures 
or constraints. He didn’t intend for the process to stretch from a couple months to a year and change, 
but it allowed him to embrace the solo project in a real way. “I recorded everything myself, engineered 
it, produced it, played all the instruments,” he says. “Not to show off--but it was easier to do it that 
way, since I did it over such a long period of time. I thought it would take just a couple of months but 
a year and a half later, I figured out that wasn’t happening.”

Land of Trembling Earth, with 11 original tracks and three instrumentals, was recorded just a 
couple miles down the road from his house at the home studio of his longtime friend and Mofro col-
laborator, JJ Grey. “I hope I don’t have to take that long recording by myself again,” Hance says. “It’s 
like digging a hole and the dir t keeps caving in.” Hance credits Grey with encouraging him to pursue 
songwriting. Moving out of the supporting role took a little more warming up to. Trembling Earth is a 
celebration of finding balance on shaky ground, evolving and busting out of your shell. “It’s like when 
you first get out on the road, you have no idea what it’s going to be like. You get out there, and it’s not 
like what you thought it would be. You just have to do it or decide it’s not for you. One or the other,” 
Hance says. “JJ always encouraged me to write songs. It wasn’t so much that I was reluctant. We 
just played together for so long that I didn’t know anything else. I always thought I’d just be the side-
kick or guitar player in somewhat of a supporting role.”

As a kid, Hance says he originally wanted to be a drummer. His dad traded a shotgun for a drum 
set for his boy’s 11th bir thday. Those dreams were short-lived when Hance came home from school 
one day to find the kit was gone and the shotgun was back on the shelf. In high school, he used a tax 
return check to buy his first guitar. That guitar led him to eventually team up with Grey, with whom he 
played he in a few early bands before forming Mofro and signing to Fog City Records.

Grey is especially proud of Hance and has nothing but kind words for his former band mate. 
“This record is unbelievable! As thick and real as it gets,” Grey posted on the Mofro bandpage. “Mov-
ing from beautiful laments to haunting bluesy rock bombs, grooving nastily while spitting and grinding 
away with the ferocity of a busted chainsaw.” The road to the Land of Trembling Earth was long with 
many twists and valleys along the way. Hance has stuck to the path, no matter how rough the jour-
ney, but he’s more than ready to carve out his own path, and he’s excited for his fans to come along. 
Hance promises to deliver a good time, and he sounds like he believes it.

THE LAND OF 
TREMBLING EARTH

“It’s like when you first get out on the road, you have no idea what it’s going 
to be like. You get out there, and it’s not like what you thought it would be. 

You just have to do it or decide it’s not for you. One or the other,”
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BY LIZA MITCHELL

It started small, just a few local pickers gathered in Dave Griffin’s back-
yard in Waycross, GA. Two years later, this collection of musicians would 
evolve in an annual celebration of the life and music of Gram Parsons. By 
2001, Griffin says the event was drawing a bigger crowd than he could com-
fortably accommodate. “My home has always been a welcome haven for 
music,” he says. “But after the ’01 tribute, I woke up the next morning to find 
dir ty footprints in my bathtub and thought maybe it’s time for a change.”

Parsons, the influential artist, musician and trail blazer who left this world 
before his time over 40 years ago, hails from Waycross, but fans travel from 
all over to honor his memory and his contributions to the music world. The 
17th annual Gram Parsons Guitar Pull and Tribute Festival is held Sept. 26-27 
at the Okefenokee Fairgrounds. Advance weekend tickets are $30. Kids under 
12 are admitted free. “It’s a laid-back good time with non-stop music,” Griffin 
says of the event, which features on-site tent and RV camping and various 
vendors. Guests can bring their own coolers ‘filled with whatever you like,’ and 
pets are welcome as long as they are leashed. “Bottom line, it’s all about the 
music! When all this began in 1998, I told my wife, ‘I’m putting 1st Annual on 
the flier ‘cause if we do it once and people come, we’ll do it again.’ Never did 
we envision it being more than a backyard get-together.”

As a young songwriter, Griffin was inspired by Parsons to take chances. 
While Parsons is often noted as the father of alternative country music, his 
vision of music without labels influenced other artists, including Emmylou Har-
ris to create outside the box. Gram came along at an exciting period in music. 
And it seemed he was before his time even during his short-lived prime. “I 
think that’s the case with visionaries. Certain people are doin’ the movin’ and 
shakin’ and sometimes it’s not evident until after they’re gone. Gram was at 
the crux of the most pivotal decade of music in the 20th century and he left 
his mark,” Griffin says. “Gram was shaping music well before his death...The 
Byrds, Rolling Stones. Since Gram’s passing, Emmylou Harris has exemplified 
his vision of Cosmic American Music by remaining true to the song.”

It’s those truths that have continued beyond Parsons’ influential early 
years as a member of The Byrds, widely considered to have released the first 
country rock album, or as he referred to it, cosmic American music. He went 

on to perform with The Flying Burrito Brothers before trying his hand as a solo 
artist before his tragic overdose at the Joshua Tree Inn in September, 1973. 
Parsons is also credited with the discovery of Emmylou Harris, and he forged a 
unique bond with Keith Richards.

The list of artists and bands who have been influenced by Parsons in-
cludes Richards of The Rolling Stones, Elvis Costello, Wilco, Beck, U2, Tom 
Petty, Linda Ronstadt, and The Eagles. “He was not with us long enough, but 
Gram Parsons accomplished what he set out to do. A vast array of musicians 
have Gram to thank for loosening the invisible, yet powerful restraints that 
shackled the music he loved so dearly,” wrote friend and former GTO member 
Pamela De Barres. “He opened countless hearts with his expansive desire to 
shake, rattle, and roll the status quo, and as I said in the beginning, his pro-
found and continuing influence will always be impossible to measure.”

The Gram Parsons Guitar Pull Songwriting Contest is another exciting 
aspect associated with the two-day event that encourages local bands that play 
Americana music to perform at the festival. Safe at Home Productions Inc., in 
association with Jacksonville Songwriter Residency and St. Johns Riverkeeper, 
is proud to present the Annual Gram Parsons Guitar Pull Songwriting Contest 
Sept. 20 at Jack Rabbits. Tickets are $10.

This international, Americana-oriented songwriting contest features two 
categories - Ecological and Environmental issues concerning Florida’s St. 
Johns River and Cosmic American Music representative of Gram Parsons’ 
legacy. Deadline for song entry will be midnight September 6. “Gram’s music 
is as real and honest as it gets,” Griffin says. “As a fan and artist, we are on a 
life-long journey to get as close to the heart of the music as we possibly can. 
It’s the truth. It’s from the soul. And it doesn’t get any better than that.”

The headliners at the festival will be Elizabeth Cook, Underhill Rose and 
Ian Dunlop, who played with Parsons in the pre-Byrds era band The Interna-
tional Submarine Band. Other performers include Beauty & the Beard, Betsy 
Franck, Billy South, Boulware Family Band, Brent Kirby & the New Soft Shoe, 
Chris Emerson and Ty Bennett, Crabgrass Cowboys, Dakota Dodge and more. 
For a complete performance schedule and to purchase advance passes, go to 
www.gpgp.com.

When A DreAm Becomes 
A LegenD
17thAnnual Gram Parsons 
Guitar Pull and Tribute 
Festival Is held Sept. 26-27

Underhill Rose

Gram Parsons, Original pencil drawing by Becky Campbell Herrin

www.facebook.com/eujax

follow
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Where: The Cummer Museum

WheN: September 20 at 6pm (RSVP by September 5)

TickeTs: Members $20, Non-members $25 (bring chairs and/or blankets), Table of 10 

$400 (table and chairs provided)

coNTacT: (904)899-6038

Moved by Music
BY EMILY MOODY

In conjunction with the Civil Rights photography exhibit on loan from Atlanta’s High 
Museum of Art, The Cummer Museum is hosting a night of music inspired by that era in 
their historic Gardens: Music of the Movement--A Night of Jazz and Blues. Round up a 
group of friends, pack a picnic and your favorite beverage (yes, you can also bring in your 
own alcohol), and head down to the Museum for a lovely concert overlooking the St. Johns 
River. If you’re feeling lazy, let The Café at The Cummer handle your food needs by pre-or-
dering a delicious dinner that will be ready upon your arrival.

Doors open at 6pm, and you will be able to peruse the museum (included in your 
ticket price). Make sure you check out the A Commemoration of the Civil Rights Movement 
exhibit as well as the newly opened 20th Century Gallery, which highlights some amazing 
pieces from The Cummer’s permanent collection.

On stage catch Lawrence Buckner jamming with his Funky Butt Blues Band. Mr. 
Buckner has had the privilege of gracing the stage with The Doors, Journey, Styxx, and 
many other acts. Saturday, September 20th, he will be playing for a Garden full of music 
enthusiasts! Ed Cotten, who worked any odd job he could to raise money for his first Gib-
son guitar, will also be playing this special evening of music. Although Cotten retired from 
playing music full-time in 2005, he will be joining his band at The Cummer to play a mix of 
his American Roots Music style.

Relax, stretch out on the lawn, or settle into your chair (don’t forget to bring some-
thing to sit on), and enjoy an inspiring concert under the beautiful North Florida sky! For 
more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.cummer.org/concerts-cummer or call 
(904)899-6038 to make your reservation over the phone.
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music events
brought to you by

®

2752 Park Street

www.inkyfingers.biz

Jay’s
Multimedia

BUY & SELL
Bronze-Age
Silver-Age
COMICS

Large Selection Of CDs
BEACH BLVD. FLEA MARKET
11041 Beach Blvd ∙ Suite B-5

New Summer Hours: Sat & Sun 9-2

COLLECTIBLE
VINYLFOUR

CONVENIENT 
LOCATIONS

september 3
Grandpa’s Cough Medicine Underbelly, 353-
6067
Music By The Sea: Mid-Life Crisis St. Johns 
County Pier Park, 347-8007

september 4
Parmalee Mavericks, 356-1110
Bloodshot Bill/ Tight Genes/ Riverside Party 
Girls Underbelly, 353-6067 

september 5
Vockah Redu/ Vlad the Inhaler/ Twinki Under-
belly, 353-6067
Northe/ The Inverted/ The Cold Start/ Week-
end Atlas Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
I-Vibes/ DJ Raggamuffin & Guests Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Dharma Burro Bar, 353-4686
Ivy West Band West Inn, 389-1131

september 6
Shawn Lightfoot & the 1911‘s RAM River 
Stage, riversideartsmarket.com
Freebird Live 15th Anniversary Party: Grand-
pa’s Cough Medicine/ Charlie Walker/ Bon-
nie Blue/ Bryce Allastair Band/ Kymystry & 
Frynds/ Sidereal Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Groove Orient/Sunspots Jack Rabbits 398-
7496
Professor Whiskey Underbelly, 353-6067
Rivers Monroe/ Angels for Hire Murray Hill 
Theatre, 388-7807
Psychostick/ One-Eyed Doll/ Wild Throne 
Aqua, 997-2063
Jeff Lorber Fusion Ritz Theatre & Museum, 
807-2010

september 7
Endless Waltz, a Karou Abe Commemora-
tion: Jamison Williams/ Charles Pagano/ 
A.J. Herring/ Thomas Milovac/ Dana Fasano/ 
Scott Leonard/ Leonard Bazar/ Zachary Nace 
Bethel/ Jason Dean Arnold/ Michael Lanier/ 
AG David/ Jay Decosta peele/ Tim Alboro/ 
Dan Kozak  Shantytown Pub, 798-8222
3 Doors Down Acoustic Florida Theatre, 355-
ARTS

september 8
Diarrhea Planet/ Woven In/ Dildozer/ The 
Cougs Underbelly, 353-6067

september 9
Mrs. Skannotto/Chieforia Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496
British invasion Tribute Show Burro Bar, 353-
4686

september 10
Roadkill Ghost Choir/ In Tongues Underbelly, 
353-6067
Florida State Bluegrass Band Mudville Music 
Room, 352-7008
Music by the Sea: Go get Gone St. Johns 
County Pier Park, 347-8007
The Traditional Burro Bar, 353-4686

september 11
Lollipop Caravan Underbelly, 353-6067
Byrne & Kelly Culhane’s Irish Pub, 249-9595
Rend Collective Murray Hill Theatre, 388-7807
ESE Burro Bar, 353-4686

september 12
Angels for Hire/ Jonnie Morgan Band Jack 
Rabbits 398-7496
Rocco Blu West Inn, 389-1131
Fortunate Youth/ The Steppas/ Ashes of 
Babylon/ Ease Up/ Jahmen Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD

september 12-14
Connection Festival: Kermit Ruffins & the 
BBQ Swingers/ Less Than Jake/ Surfer 
Blood/ Naughty By Nature/ Whole Wheat 

Bread/ Treme Brass Band/ Orquestra El Ma-
cabeo/ La Quilombera This Frontier Needs 
Heroes/ Jackie Stranger/ Weekend Atlas/ 
Northe/ Jah Elect & the I Quality Band/ 
Universal Green/ Orange Air/ Alexis Rhode/ 
Ryvls/ Professor Kilmure/ Ruffians/ Dirty 
Automatic/ Woven In/ Garrett/ Tom Bennett 
Band/ Mondo Mike 7 the Po Boys/ Artilect/ 
Oscar Mike/ Kana Kiehm/ Parker Urban 
Band/ Knock for Six/ Never Ending Struggle 
Downtown Jacksonville, connectionfestival.
com

september 13
Pam Affronti/ Sweet Scarlett/ Jordan Stod-
dard RAM River Stage, riversideartsmarket.
com
1964: The Tribute Florida Theatre, 355-2787
J Boog/ Hot Rain/ Inna Vision/ Kana Kiehm 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Papadosio/ Asian Teacher Factory Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Govinda/ Bit Deff/ Vlad the Inhaler Underbelly, 
353-6067

september 14
Sheryl Crow Florida Theatre, 355-ARTS
Askmeificare/ Planetrawk/ Samurai Shotgun 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

september 16
B-Side Players Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

september17
Joey Cape (Lagwagon)/ Chris Cresswell 
(Flatiners)/ Brian Wahlstrom Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Music by the Sea: Navy Pride St. Johns 
County Pier Park, 347-8007

september 18
Jacksonville Urban Music Fest w/ Anthony 
Hamilton/ Mali Music/ Comedian Kevin 
(Damn Fool) Simpson Florida Theatre, 355-
2787
The Pretty Reckless/ Adelita’s Way Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Mad Caddies/Illscarlett/ Poor Richards Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Golden Pelicans/ The Mold/ Riverside Party 
Girls/ Mount the Stallion Underbelly, 353-
6067
Chrisette Michel Ritz Theatre & Museum, 807-
2010
Rootz Underground with The Hip Abduction/ 
Kana Kiehm/ DJ Raggamuffin 1904 Music 
Hall, 434-3475

september 19
Telesma/ Acid Majik Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Terry Whitehead CD Release Mudville Music 
Room, 352-7008
The Get Right Band The White Lion, 829-2388
7th Street Band West Inn, 389-1131

september 20
Donna Frost/ Flagship Romance/ Cougar Bar-
rel RAM River Stage, riversideartsmarket.com
Jack White Times Union Center for the Arts, 
355-5547
2nd annual Gram Parsons Songwriting Con-
test Jack Rabbits 398-7496
A Night of Dark Ambient: Scared Rabbits/ 
Monolith Transmissions/ Sea of Apparations/ 
The Sepia Raven/ Con Rit CoRKs Art District, 
corkdistrictevents@gmail.com
Stick Figure/ Pacific Dub/ Hirie Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD

Roadkill Ghost Choir, Sept. 10 at Underbelly
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september 21
Experience Hendrix Florida Theatre, 355-2787
The Hope Revolution Tour: Hawthorne 
Heights/ Red Jumpsuit Apparatus/ New 
Empire/ Famous last Words/ The Ongoing 
Concept/ Everybody Run/ Eversay Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Joyce Manor/ Des Ark/ The Exquisits 1904 
Music Hall, 434-3475
Mike Shackelford Acoustic Night Atlantic 
Beach Bull Park
AB Soul & Guests Mavericks, 356-1110

september 22 
Alesana/ Megosh/ The Funeral Portrait/ The 
Things They Carried 1904 Music Hall, 434-
3475

september 23
The Gritty w/Your City Tour: Drazah & Tunk/ 
Super Smash Bros./ Static & Doc Suess Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496

september 24
Senses Fail/ No Bragging Rights/ Knuckle 
Puck Underbelly, 353-6067
Kyle Kinae/ Chris Buck Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496
Music by the Sea: Phoenix St. Johns County 
Pier Park, 347-8007

september 25
Code Orange/ Twitching Tongues/ Axis/ Blis-
tered/ Rhythm of Fear Burro Bar, 353-4686
Nikki Talley/ Jason Sharp Mudville Music 
Room, 352-7008
Meghan Linsey/ Jordyn Stoddard Cafe Eleven, 
460-9311

september 26
Broncho/ Sunbears!/ Low Litas Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Grandpa’s Cough Medicine/ Jacksonvegas/ 
The Bryce Allastair Band Freebird Live, 246-
BIRD
Tom Bennett Band West Inn, 389-1131
After Midnight Mojo Blues Kitchen, 247-6636

september  27
John Carver Band/ Nikki Talley/ Scott Jones 
Dancers RAM River Stage, riversideartsmar-
ket.com
Gimme Hendrix/Immersion Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
Parkridge/ Palm Trees & Power Lines & 
Guests Jack Rabbits 398-7496
Flagship Romance’s Clean Water Music Fest 
w/ Chico Lobos Band/ Be Easy/ Canary in 
the Coalmine/ The Dog Apollo/ Oscar Mike/ 
Adam Sams/ This Frontier Needs Heroes/ 
Mondo Mike & The Po Boys/ Fort Stories/ 
Chasing Johan/ The Willowwacks/ Four 
Families/ The Rubies/ Dalton Cyr/ Bethany & 
The Troubadours/ Rachael Warfield/ Denver/ 
Bob Patterson/ Paradox Ponte Vedra Concert 
Hall, cleanwatermusicfest.org

september 28
Shawn McDonald Murray Hill Theatre, 388-
7807

september 29
Charli XCX/ Elliphant/ Femme Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD

september 30
Peter Frampton  Florida Theatre, 355-2787

After Midnight, September 26 at Mojo Kitchen
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MojoBBQ.com

This is North Florida's Premier MMJ Conference loaded with 
Great Speakers that will go in Depth on everything from Laws 

and Licensing in Florida, Cannabis Growing, Edibles,
Concentrates, Oils and Waxes, Investing, Care taking of Patients 

and Explaining the Medical Benefits of Cannabis. 
If you want to be in the "KNOW" this is the place to "GO" !

General Admission: $299.99
GET YOUR Military / 65+ and older are TICKETS NOW !!!!! The Military/ Senior Citizen Ticket Prices ARE HERE !!!! 

$150.00 ALL NEW PRICES !!!! $150.00 for the Air Force, Army, Navy and the Marines !!!!!! 
New Military Ticket Prices !!!!! are here ! Support our Military !!!!! Get your Early Bird Tickets NOW !!!!

www.eventbrite.com/e/floridas-medical-marijuana-conference-in-jacksonville-florida-tickets-12631078897
www.facebook.com/events/1440333686245049/

jacksonville.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home

PRESENTS

Florida's Medical 
Marijuana Conference

Saturday 
September 27th

®

Verbal essence
BY BRITNEY BROUSSARD

Where: The Ritz Theatre and Museum
When: Mondays from 7pm to 10pm
TickeTs: Free
conTacT: (904)458-7576

The Ritz Theatre and Museum opened their doors in 1929 and quickly became a center of 
black culture and history in downtown Jacksonville. The Ritz, once a movie theatre, was known 
as the Harlem of the South, booming with a renaissance style. As the decades wore on, the venue 
languished and closed. Then they reopened in 1999 as a performing arts facility and museum. 

Recently, The Ritz added a new attraction to their theatre and museum called Verbal Essence. 
Ahynte hosts the showcase and started Verbal Essence because he wanted the community to have a 
poetry night that was family friendly but still had a mature environment.

Verbal Essence allows artists to perform their art in the form of spoken word, song, and rap. 
They started at the Three Layers Café in Springfield and last month moved to The Ritz Theatre and 
Museum, allowing more space for artists to perform their art and for the audience to enjoy. 

Ahynte has brought together artists who have a real passion and talent for what they do. An 
artist himself, Ahynte is a poet, mentor, and speaker, along with hosting and working with digital 
design. He has worked with various talented people, including the art gallery owner of ChamPaint777 
in Regency Square Mall, Melody Taylor. Ahynte states his reason for moving to the Ritz is for its 
history. He wants to recreate a renaissance culture for the community and bring back the Harlem of 
the South feel that the Ritz used to have.

Before each artist takes the stage they say, “My Words Are My Power!”, and the audience 
shouts back “So Let Them Create!” It’s one of the ways the audience is able to interact with the 
performer through encouragement. Verbal Essence is more than just a way for artists to share 
their talent, it’s a way for people to get to know one another and have fun doing the cupid shuffle or 
performing a Soul Train line to the beats of DJ King Supreme. At the end of the evening, the Verbal 
Essence troupe comes together for a group discussion. It’s a time where anyone throws out a topic, 
and everyone gets a chance to speak and say what they are feeling.

Come out to the Ritz Theatre and Museum on Monday night from 7pm to 10pm, and experience 
Verbal Essence located in the lobby of the Ritz Theatre. The address is 829 North Davis Street, 
Jacksonville, Florida, 32202, and the phone number for the Ritz Theatre and Museum is 904-807-
2010. If you would like to learn more about Verbal Essence or its founder, Ahynte, you can email him 
at ahynte@ahynte.com or call (904)458-7576.
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read complete 
movie reviews 
every week at 
eujacksonville.comSEPTEMBER MoviES

SEPTEMBER 12
DoLPHiN TALE 2 another true story inspired 
by the life of Winter, the dolphin who stole the 
hearts of America and helped revolutionize 
practical use of artificial limbs. There’s a new 
baby dolphin named Hope who was rescued 
by the Clearwater Marine Aquarium in 2010. 
Winter, who still resides at the Aquarium, 
played herself in the original film and returns 
to star alongside Hope in this sequel. Starring 
Harry Connick Jr., Morgan Freeman, Kris Krist-
offerson, Ashley Judd, Nathan Gamble, Cozi 
Zuehlsdorff, Bethany Hamilton. Rated PG

No GooD DEED Terri (Taraji P. Henson), a de-
voted wife and mother of two, lives an ideal life 
that takes a dramatic turn when her home and 
children are threatened by Colin (Idris Elba), a 
charming stranger who smooth-talks his way 
into her house, claiming car trouble. The unex-
pected invasion leaves her and her family ter-
rorized and fighting for survival. Rated PG-13

SEARCH PARTY 24 hours ago, Nardo (Thomas 
Middleditch) was standing at the altar next to 
the love of his life. Now he’s shivering in just 
a pair of gold leggings in the Mexican desert, 
and the only men who can save him are his 
best friends (TJ Miller, Adam Pally), a rescue 
by the guys you call when you’ve run out of all 
other options. Rated R

SEPTEMBER 19
A WALK AMoNG THE ToMBSToNES Based on 
Lawrence Block’s bestselling series of mystery 
novels, A Walk Among the Tombstones stars 
Liam Neeson as Matt Scudder, an ex-NYPD 
cop who now works as an unlicensed private 
investigator operating just outside the law. 
When Scudder reluctantly agrees to help a 
heroin trafficker (Dan Stevens) hunt down the 
men who kidnapped and then brutally mur-
dered his wife, the P.I. learns that this is not 
the first time these men have committed this 
sort of twisted crime…nor will it be the last. 
Blurring the lines between right and wrong, 
Scudder races to track the deviants through the 
backstreets of New York City before they kill 
again. Rated R

THE MAZE RUNNER When Thomas wakes up 
trapped in a massive maze with a group of 
other boys, he has no memory of the outside 
world other than strange dreams about a mys-
terious organization known as W.C.K.D. Only 
by piecing together fragments of his past with 
clues he discovers in the maze can Thomas 
hope to uncover his true purpose and a way to 
escape. Starring Dylan O’Brien, Kaya Scode-
lario, Aml Ameen, Thomas Brodie-Sangster, 
Will Poulter. Rated PG-13

PRiDE is inspired by an extraordinary true 

story. It’s the summer of 1984. Margaret 
Thatcher is in power, and the National Union of 
Mineworkers is on strike, prompting a London-
based group of gay and lesbian activists to 
raise money to support the strikers’ families. 
Initially rebuffed by the Union, the group identi-
fies a tiny mining village in Wales and sets off 
to make their donation in person. As the strike 
drags on, the two groups discover that stand-
ing together makes for the strongest union 
of all. Starring Bill Nighy, Imelda Staunton, 
Dominic West, Paddy Considine, Andrew Scott, 
Joseph Gilgun, George MacKay, Ben Schnetzer. 
Not yet rated.

SEPTEMBER 26
THE BoXTRoLLS The Boxtrolls, a community 
of quirky, mischievous creatures have lovingly 
raised an orphaned human boy named Eggs 

(voiced by Isaac Hempstead-Wright) in the 
amazing cavernous home beneath the streets 
of Cheesebridge. Archibald Snatcher (Ben 
Kingsley), comes up with a plot to get rid of 
the Boxtrolls, Eggs decides to venture above 
ground, “into the light,” where he meets and 
teams up with fabulously feisty Winnifred (Elle 
Fanning). Together, they devise a daring plan to 
save Eggs’ family. Rated PG

THE EQUALiZER Denzel Washington plays 
McCall, a man who believes he has put his 
mysterious past behind him with a new, quiet 
life. But when McCall meets Teri (Chloë Grace 
Moretz), a young girl under the control of ultra-
violent Russian gangsters, he can’t stand idly 
by. Armed with hidden skills, McCall comes 
out of his self-imposed retirement and finds his 
desire for justice reawakened. Rated R

DOLPHIN TALE 2
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