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 One of the things we in Northeast Florida can be thankful for this Thanksgiving is our local 
farms. How fortunate we are to have so many friendly farmers growing food for us the way nature 
intended- in an organic and sustainable way that’s good for us and for the planet. This Thanksgiving, 
why not show off all the fresh and fantastic ingredients our region has to offer to all of your out-of-
town dinner guests? They’ll surely want to stick around a little longer though, so make your invita-
tions carefully!
 Begin your feast with a savory fall starter such as pumpkin and tomato soup. Pumpkins are 
ubiquitous this time of year, but many people don’t realize that fall in Northeast Florida also means 
a second tomato harvest. Lettuce, carrots, snow peas, radishes and other crunchy veggies are also 
harvested this time of year, so follow up with a salad course. Top an heirloom lettuce salad with a lo-
cal craft cheese or, for something really unique, try snow pea shoot salad. Here are some of the local  
farms you might not know about.
 Twinn Bridges Farm (www.twinnbridges.com/default.aspx) in Macclenny began selling herbs 
to upscale restaurants in Jacksonville 13 years ago. They have since expanded their offerings to 
other restaurants and have begun selling to the public at Beaches Green Market (www.beacheslocal-
foodnetwork.web.officelive.com/greenmarket.aspx). Twinn Bridges’ Scott Francis throws down the 
Thanksgiving gauntlet saying, “I’ll put local, seasonally grown, fresh-picked ingredients up against 
any can of chemically enhanced menu item any day, let alone the day food is the center of celebra-
tion.” Twinn Bridges will be picking a cornucopia of vegetables this fall that may include twelve or 
more varieties of heirloom tomatoes, baby carrots of various colors, kale, several varieties of radish-

es, Swiss chard, snow pea shoots and much, much more. Their 200 hens will also be laying plenty of 
eggs. According to Francis, the chance for farmers and customers to meet and get to know one an-
other is one of the biggest advantages of buying locally. “We talk about how [the food] is grown, how 
it’s harvested. Exchanging recipes is the norm. [We’re on] a first name basis with most [customers]. 
You can’t do that with a canned ham.”
 Those who want the traditional turkey as their main course have to act fast around here. A lucky 
few got Cognito Farms’ turkeys, which sold out within 22 hours. You may still be able to find area 
farms that have turkeys, but don’t discount delicious broiler chickens and ham. Why not switch it up 
and have ham for Thanksgiving and turkey for Christmas? Visit their website for recipes.
 Cognito Farms (www.cognitofarm.com/Cognito_Farm/Home.html) in Starke specializes in pas-
ture-raised, sustainably managed meat and poultry. Farmers Sam and Jerry Williams plan to adjust 
their production upward for next year. Meanwhile, Sam says, “Many hams from our range-raised 
pork are being cured using an old-fashioned salt cure and smoked by an expert, old-timey gentleman 
who has done an outstanding job with our bacon.” In addition to ham, Cognito offers pasture-raised 
chicken. “This year’s management is producing extraordinary results,” Sam says, “and should result 
in nice, big, meaty chickens that a family of two to six can easily enjoy as a local, humane turkey 
alternative.” To pre-order from Cognito, simply sign up for the market newsletter on their website. 
Sam has a good argument for shopping from local farmers. She says, “Because [Thanksgiving] is a 
celebration… to make the day really special, the food must be really special. That means flavor. If it’s 
grown fast or with petroleum inputs, then it’s simply not that flavorful. Freshness is also a flavor fac-

freshen your feast
Thankful for fresh, local ingredients: Make an organic meal your 

family and friends will rave about this Thanksgiving  

BY ANNA RABHAN
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tor. You get all of that when you shop for local, organic and sustainably produced ingredients.”
 The incredible variety of vegetables available at this time of year means that you could make 
them the focus of your Thanksgiving meal. Those for whom it would not be Thanksgiving without 
sweet potato casserole, fear not. Fall is sweet potato harvest time in Northeast Florida. Spinach 
sautéed with garlic, cauliflower, carrots steamed and tossed in butter and brown sugar, green beans, 
plump Brussels sprouts, baked winter squash and more are all options at this time of year.
 KYV Farm (www.kyvfarm.com/) in Switzerland is a sustainably-managed Community Supported 
Agriculture farm specializing in organic produce, including citrus. CSA consumers provide upfront 
support for the local grower and, in return, receive a share of the harvest. KYV is accepting a limited 
number of memberships until harvest begins. Farm owner Francisco Arroyo says that members enjoy 
“knowing where their food comes from, helping the local economy and getting longer-lasting pro-
duce.”

 For many, Thanksgiving dessert deserves its own groaning board. Northeast Florida’s organi-
cally grown pumpkins make for fantastic pies. Pecans are ridiculously versatile; use them in pies, 
cookies, cakes, and any number of tasty treats. You could even feature local ingredients in some 
unusual desserts such as beet fritters or squash and walnut (or pecan) croquettes (www.homemade-
dessert-recipes.com/unique-thanksgiving-recipes.html). For a lighter option, serve a big bowl of fresh 
tangerine segments or any of the many other varieties of Florida citrus available in the fall.

 Musickal Acres (www.musickal-acres.com/) in Baldwin offers produce and eggs, but owner 
Scott Johnson says, “Our claim to fame, if you will, is Duval County-grown pecans. We have approxi-
mately 70 pecan trees on our farm.” They even sell pecans to a few local restaurants. The general 
public can pick up their pecans at the Beaches Green Market. Johnson sees buying locally as a win-
win. “If folks don’t buy local, we could not do what we love doing. The best reason for the consumer 
is being able to connect with the farmer, to learn his growing practices and how the farmer treats the 
land and environment and knowing that most of the produce was picked either that morning or the 
night before.” He also cites the environmental impact of shipping products to big-box stores as a rea-
son to shop local farms.
 As you give thanks for family, friends and all the good fortune of the year over your local, or-
ganic feast this Thanksgiving, you can also be assured that the farmers you bought from are giving 
thanks for you.
 

Snow Pea Shoot Salad 
(contributed by Scott Johnson of Twinn Bridges Farm) 

Make your favorite vinaigrette. Then dice some Crimini mushrooms, sauté, cool and add to 
your vinaigrette. When you are ready to serve, spoon some dressing over your rinsed and 
dried pea shoots in a large bowl and mix and serve.
 

Kohlrabi Au Gratin 
(contributed by Vivian Bayona and Francisco Arroyo of KYV Farm)
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. Layer two small, thinly sliced kohlrabies in the 
bottom of a shallow, buttered one-quart casserole dish. Layer with one tablespoon of 
finely chopped onion, three tablespoons of shredded Parmesan cheese, ½ cup of whipping 
cream, the leaves of two small kohlrabi, ½ teaspoon of salt and ½ teaspoon of black pep-
per. Repeat layers using the same amounts. Top with two or three tablespoons of shredded 
Parmesan and three tablespoons of seasoned, fine dry bread crumbs. Bake covered for 30 
minutes and uncovered for 15 minutes.
 

Bulldog Brittle 
(contributed by Betty Musick of Musickal Acres)
 
Line a 10-by-15-by-1 cookie sheet with aluminum foil. Layer 1½ packages of graham 
crackers on bottom of cookie sheet. Sprinkle one cup chopped pecans over crackers. Bring 
½ stick of margarine (do not substitute), one stick butter and ½ cup granulated sugar to a 
boil. Cook for two minutes. Pour over nuts. Bake 10 to 12 minutes at 350 degrees. Cut im-
mediately into squares or let cool and break into pieces. Store in air tight container.
 

Baked Winter Squash 
(contributed by Scott Johnson of Twinn Bridges Farm)
 
This recipe works with any variety of winter squash. Slice squash in half lengthwise. Scoop 
out the seeds and place squash, cavity side up, on a sheet pan. Make an equal part mixture 
of butter, brown sugar and Dijon mustard and spread liberally over the squash. Preheat oven 
to 400 degrees Fahrenheit and put the squash in, adding a little water to the pan. Thir ty min-
utes later, check to see if fork tender. When done, add some Maytag or Stilton blue cheese 
to the top of each squash and put back in oven just long enough for the cheese to melt in a 
little.

featured recipes
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Replace Butter or Corn Oil with Olive Oil
  While olive oil is still a fat (and as such should be used sparingly) it’s a better choice than corn 
oil or butter, when going for a healthier choice.
  If you decide to baste with an olive oil as a base, keep in mind that regular olive oil is better than 
extra virgin for the task. Regular olive oil has a higher smoke point and it does better than extra virgin 
at high temperatures. It’s also a little cheaper. It’s a waste to cook with extra virgin, as it loses most of 
its flavor during cooking. Extra virgin is best in salad dressings or added toward the end of cooking. 
Those who are unsure about going olive oil all the way, you can use half unsalted butter as your base 
for the baste.
  In most side dishes and casseroles, you can get away with subbing olive oil for any other fat. 
I’ve also had success in using it in baked goods and breads.

 

Stuffing Substitute
 Stuffing is mainly bread and fat, so you’ll find it to be one of the least healthy choices on the 
table. You can do a few things with it. First you can replace it with a brown rice and couscous mix-
ture, seasoned in the same way you would dressing. You can also mix the dressing with brown rice, 
so that it still has its familiar form, but actually has some healthy nutritional value. Make both the 
brown rice and the dressing, then stir in the brown rice slowly.
 

Go Low Salt
 When using any canned items such as cream of mushroom soup or chicken broth, go for the 
low salt version. Do make sure to read the label to make sure they didn’t add more fat to make up for 
it. You can always add more salt if need be, but chances are, you’ll never miss it. 
 

Mashed Potatoes
 You don’t have to have mashed potatoes on your Thanksgiving table. Parsnips, rutabagas and 
turnips can all be mashed to replace mashed potatoes. They all have a sweeter flavor, but they’re 
better on carbs. Mashed cauliflower is also a popular substitute for the traditional mashed potatoes. 
Rutabagas are particularly arduous to prepare. They’re so hard that some people use an axe to cut 
them. An ordinary veggie knife is likely to get wedged in rutabaga. All of these mashed veggies can 
be mixed with potatoes, which is a way to make a healthy change without sacrificing taste. There 
are a ton of recipes you can google online, but make sure you watch the fat content- heavy cream is 
often called for.
 

Creamy Substitutes
 If a recipe calls for sour cream, not as a garnish or topping, but mixed in, you can sub plain, 
low-fat yogurt. Heavy cream can often be replaced by 2% evaporated milk or a combo of yogurt and 
milk. If you really want to go healthy or you’re lactose intolerant, you can search out vegan heavy 
cream substitutes on google or you can just use a blender on silken tofu. If it’s a little too thick, add a 
spoonful of soy milk, blend again and check the texture.
 

Is Ice Cream Worth Substituting?
 Ice cream is an indulgence, so the calorie-counters among you might be tempted to use frozen 
yogurt instead. Don’t bother. Though it varies by brand, ice cream and yogurt have about the same 
calories (with some brands actually spiking higher) and because yogurt has less fat, manufacturers 
add more sugar to make up for it. What frozen yogurt does have going for it is live active cultures, so 
if you find that ice cream tends to upset your stomach a bit, frozen yogurt can be a better choice. I 
personally love gelato, but there really is nothing like a scoop of vanilla ice cream next to a hot slice 
of apple pie. Simply make sure that your ice cream has ingredients that you can actually pronounce 
and don’t go overboard with portions. As far as I’m concerned, this particular indulgence isn’t worth 
substituting for pie a la mode.
 How ever you decide to serve your healthy Thanksgiving, just make sure you cut a little fat and 
calories here and there, keeping the taste in mind. Go with fresh, simple ingredients, less salt, shave 
the fat whenever you can, and enjoy your meal! These little changes can help keep the meal tasty, 
while keeping you and your guests from adding to your waistline.
 

Cutting the Fat on Your Plate
 Looking to diet during the holidays or just wanting to keep trim? Use some of these tricks if you 
aren’t in charge of the menu-- because you’re still in charge of your plate!
-Stick to white meat on the turkey, as it’s lower in fat. And, as good as it is, skip or limit the amount 
of turkey skin you eat.
-Limit condiments. The big fat busters often come from what you add to your meal. Gravy, butter and 
other add-ons do add up.
-Portions don’t have to be huge to be enjoyed.
-Choose wisely, using common sense. Veggies are healthier than starchy choices, so cut out or limit 
stuffing, bread and potatoes.
-Pecan Pie is the devil. Because it’s made of nuts, it seems healthier than other choices, but the gly-
cemic index is through the roof. Even the Splenda version, which cuts the sugars down to about half 
of the normal slice, still has Karo syrup, so even that is still higher in sugars than a serving of many 
pies and cakes. Opt for something else, even if it seems more indulgent.

a healthier thanksgiving
Eating lighter and healthier doesn’t have to be painful, even on our national day of 
indulgence. If you’re in charge of cooking Thanksgiving dinner, you can slip in health-
ier changes that, chances are, no one will notice as healthy.  BY eRiN tHuRsBY

 

Thanksgiving Out
Restaurants open on Thanksgiving Day...

Azurea at One Ocean One Ocean Blvd (Atlantic Beach) Reservations recommended, plated 
dinner with a Thanksgiving menu. Noon to 8 pm. Info: 249-7402

The Brasserie Restaurant 1312 Beach Blvd (Jacksonville Beach)  Reservations strongly rec-
ommended. 11 am to 9 pm. Info: 249-5800

Casa Marina Hotel 691 First St North (Jacksonville Beach) Buffet, call to reserve seating. 11 
am to 2 pm. Info: 270-0025

Charthouse Restaurant 1501 River Place Blvd. Call to reserve. Plated traditional Thanksgiv-
ing meal. A la carte items available. Child portions available. 11 am to 9 pm. Info: 398-3353

Cracker Barrel All locations, regular hours, special Thanksgiving items, plus regular menu.

Famous Amos Various locations, different hours, but all should be open on Thanksgiving Day. 
Regular menu available.

GiGi’s Restaurant at the Ramada (Mandarin) 3130 Hartley Rd. Buffet. Reservations recom-
mended. 11 am to 6 pm. Info: 268-8080

The Homestead 1712 Beach Blvd (Jacksonville Beach) Thanksgiving buffet. Reservations 
required. Info: 247-6820

Juliette’s at the Omni 245 Water St. Regular hours, special menu, call to reserve. Info: 355-
6664

Maggiano’s Little Italy 10367 Midtown Pkwy (St. Johns Town Center) Family style menu. 
Reservations recommended. Noon to 7 pm. Info: 380-4360

River City Brewing Company 835 Museum Cir. Thanksgiving buffet. Reservations required. 
10 am to 4:30 pm. Info: 398-2299

Salt at The Ritz-Carlton 4750 Amelia Island Pkwy (Amelia Island) Four course tasting menu. 
Reservations recommended.  4 to 9 pm. Info: 277-1028

Ted’s Montana Grill 8635 Blanding Blvd & 10281 Midtown Pkwy Special Thanksgiving menu. 
No reservations but you can call ahead the day of. Info: 771-1964 & 998-0010

‘town 3611 St. Johns Ave. Fixed price Thanksgiving menu. Reservations highly recommend-
ed. Noon-8 pm. Info: 345-2596
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 Recently, a friend said, “I’m looking forward to 
Thanksgiving because of all the stuff you get to eat that 
you don’t normally eat the rest of the year, like turkey 
with stuffing and sweet potatoes with marshmallows!” 
The good news is that one day of indulgence is not going 
to do you in physically. The bad news is that the Austra-
lian Diabetes, Obesity and Lifestyle Study, published in 
January 2010 by Circulation, the journal of the American 
Heart Association, reports that each hour that one sits 
(watching television, for example) is associated with an 
18 percent increase in heart disease-related death and an 
11 percent increase in overall morbidity. And before you 
skinny people stop reading, the study also showed that it 
made no difference whether participants were overweight 
or not. So balance your gastronomic vacation with physi-
cal activity, both on Thanksgiving Day and throughout the 
holiday season.
 Sara Hansen, National Academy of Sports Medicine 
Certified Personal Trainer at Positively Fit (www.positively-
fitfl.com), a gym in Jacksonville, says, “During the holiday 
season is one of the most important times to be active. This 
is the time of year when people are attending more parties, more family functions and eating more 
than usual compared to the rest of the year. It is a very hectic time of the year, so not only will staying 
active help to keep off the holiday weight gain, but [it will] also be a great stress reliever.”
 Engaging in physical activity during the holidays is easy, in spite of all the distractions. Yes, you 
have a house full of guests. Perfect! Tell everyone that you’d like to be as active as possible during 
their visit. Verbalizing a goal makes it more real to the goal setter, and telling others about it can be a 
motivator. That is what’s behind the community approach adopted by many weight loss and fitness 
programs. Plus, having more people around means you are more likely to find someone who is willing 
to be active with you. “Get the whole family involved in your activities,” Hansen says. “This time of 
year revolves around spending quality time together, and what better way than to do something that 
benefits everybody.”
 Even with both young and old in the house (and so many great football games on TV), there are 
plenty of activities one can do to get the whole family moving. During football game commercials, do 
some walking and running in place. Swing your arms into a “hug yourself” position, alternating which 
arm is on top. These kinds of “ballistic” movements will really get your blood flowing. Do some resis-
tance training in the form of push-ups, squats or curling your little nephew. Get the kids involved with 
some football-style drills. Take them outside and leap through an imaginary tire course, do sprints 
and jumping jacks, and then throw the football with them. Hansen says, “There are many great physi-
cal activities that people can do this time of year to stay active. [It’s] even just as simple as getting 
outside and walking briskly for 20 to 30 minutes.” Make it a new family tradition: Instead of crashing 

out on the couch after Thanksgiving dinner, go for a family 
walk. One Jacksonville family’s Thanksgiving tradition is to 
have their turkey dinner as a late lunch and to take a long 
walk on the beach together afterward. Another Mandarin 
family even has a Thanksgiving tradition of playing Twister 
together. However, they advise waiting an hour or so after 
dinner to do it!
 Hansen says, “I personally stay very active 
throughout the holidays. It can be a very hectic time of 
year, so exercise is a great way to get your mind off the 
hustle and bustle of the season. I still surf throughout the 
holidays… I also get my resistance training in three days a 
week and also walk quite a bit. I love doing anything out-
doors, especially with a chill in the air. I also try to take my 
dog outside for long walks, to the dog park, or skateboard-
ing while she runs.” She makes another good point there. 
Often, we’re so busy during the holidays that our pets get 
ignored. But your dog’s exercise needs can be a great 
“excuse” to get some exercise of your own!
 If you have a specific 

fitness goal, Hansen recommends starting now, before 
you get too busy. “It’s a lot easier to get into a routine before we’re right in the middle of the holiday 
season. The hardest part is getting started, but I promise you that when you get through your first 
week, make it a routine, and start seeing results, you can’t wait till your next workout!” For those 
with definitive goals who need a lot of structure, you might check out Beachbody® products (www.
beachbody.com). You may have seen their infomercials on TV for videos like P90X® or Hip Hop 
Abs®. Positively Fit is a Beachbody distribution partner, and Hansen says, “The Beachbody programs 
and workouts are great … [and] the website allows us to be one of the only gyms in Jacksonville that 
offer this online support system and a “gym without walls” for free!” For runners, keep an eye out 
for events that will get you moving. The 31st annual Native Sun Mandarin Run will be held on Satur-
day, November 13. There will also be a Fun Run for Kids and a post-race brunch. Register online at 
www.1stplacesports.com (and check out their great race calendar) or by calling 731-3676.
 Finally, with all that there is to do this time of year, with all the extra friends and family around 
requiring your attention, sometimes it’s good to just get away from it all. Exercise provides the per-
fect opportunity (or excuse, if you need one). Take a walk, run or bike ride by yourself. Go to one of 
Jacksonville’s many parks with a fitness trail and complete the course (www.tiny.cc/dwojs). Promise 
yourself a solo hour at the gym at least three times a week. “The most important part during this 
holiday season is convincing yourself that you need this for you as much as everyone else needs you 
during the holidays,” Hansen says. “Make it a point to make time for you and give yourself the gift of 
increased energy, an increase in endorphins that will relieve stress and lift your mood, and a healthier 
and fit you.”

move those drumsticks
Staying active during the holiday season 

BY ANNA RABHAN
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 SweetWater is a new beer in Jacksonville, adding their colorful taps to bar rooms across the city and 
at the beach. They’re an Atlanta brewery that specializes in unpasteurized ale.
 In my quest to understand the man behind the brew, I met Freddy Bensch at O’Brothers during his 
SweetWater Pub Crawl. One of the first questions I impertinently asked him was “What are you going to do 
for our river?” I’ve noticed that wherever SweetWater goes, they hold fundraisers for the local rivers. The 
French Broad, the Savannah River and the Chattahoochee, among others, have all benefited from SweetWa-
ter’s presence, and everyone here knows the St. Johns River needs all the help it can get. Bensch gradu-
ated from college with an environmental degree and he enjoys water sports such as kayaking and fishing, 
so he’s understandably passionate about preserving waterways.
 Bensch’s beer tale starts in the early 90s. He and Kevin McNerney snagged a job in a brewery during 
college. As a side benefit, they got free beer. They developed a love for the art of the brew, learning all they 
could before opening SweetWater. Bensch pounded pavement selling the beer at various bars with his dog 
Badger, and the brand grew. More than a dozen years later and Bensch is still brewing, expanding from his 
Atlanta base to bars in Birmingham, Asheville, Nashville, Charleston, Savannah, Knoxville, Tallahassee and 
now Jacksonville.
 Most of what he brews are ales. Made from a top fermenting yeast, fermented warm, ales are bolder 
in flavor than lagers. SweetWater’s ale is also unpasteurized. The pasteurization process is what allows 
most large commercial beers to travel far and stay on shelves for longer. While it does preserve the brew, it 
does so at a cost: flavor. “You’re nuking a beer,” says Bensch. “It’s like taking the freshest cut of seafood, 
an 18, 25 dollar a pound swordfish steak, throwing it in the microwave and cooking it... Just to preserve 
it... You’re taking something that’s fresh, organic and just awesome and just killing it.”
 It wasn’t long into my interview that Bensch invited me on to the SweetWater Party Bus, which was 
making the rounds at local bars now serving SweetWater. On the bus, slightly drunken challenges were 
issued. An older gent, the ornery-but-adorable Pinkie, ended up in a strip contest with Freddy. The stakes, 
which started at a grand, soon became five grand to the charity of your choice. I thought Pinkie had it, but 
when Freddy started using the parallel bars on the bus like a demented strip bar monkey, he won the day. 
Bottoms didn’t come off, but we still all felt a little dir ty as we laughed and drank our SweetWater. Bensch 
pledged his grind-gotten-gains to the St. Johns Riverkeeper.
 I found the 420 and IPA to have a strong hoppy flavor and a fresh taste you just don’t find from most 
labels. My favorite, which can’t be found at all locations serving SweetWater, is the Blue. It’s lighter in body 
than the other two ales I tried, but still full in flavor, with blueberry infused into the beer. Even with the fruity 
notes, it’s not a particularly sweet beer. Despite the unusual addition, it’s still a beer, not a beer trying to be 
something else. (Which I HAVE encountered and found to be especially horrifying). Currently I have a pack 
of Blue in my fridge. If you drink at home you can find SweetWater Blue at Publix and Total Wine, among 
other providers. If you don’t drink at home, you can find SweetWater’s brews at Mellow Mushroom in Tin-
seltown and at the Beach, Sun Dog, the Ritz, the Brix, Lynch’s, Kickback’s, European Street, O’Brother’s 
and Engine 15.

Don’t Float the 
MainstreaM

J’ville’s Newest Brew started with a dog named Badger
 

By Erin ThursBy

Q&A with Freddy Bensch
 
Biggest beer mistake: Any beer with the name Ultra in it. Or Extreme.
 
Biggest beer triumph: Donkey Punch [One of SweetWater’s beers, now retired]
 
Favorite beer: The one in my hand.
 
Favorite part of making beer: Meeting people.
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Dish UpDate
where to eat, drink & be merry by erin thursby

 A new chain restaurant is slated to open 
on the Southside at Tapestry Park Circle, the 
Flame Broiler, from the West coast. Things are 
still under construction.
  Do you like Mossfire and O’Brothers in 
5-Points? If you aren’t always able to get to 5 
Points, the dynamic brotherly duo has started 
a mobile food biz called Bus’In Your Chops. 
Check them out on their website www.busin-
yourchops.com or find them on the Northbank 
near the Everbank building, November 1-5 at 
10:30 am- 3 pm.
  On November 20th, Jacksonville’s newest 
brewery, Intuition Ale Works, will be open, but 
you can find their People’s Pale Ale in various 
local establishments starting November 1st.
  T-Ray’s on Amelia Island got a mention in 
USA Today as one of the best places to get a 
burger in America.
 
November 5- 6 Fresh Market’s Taste of the 
Holidays Customers will find themselves sur-
rounded by the familiar aromas of the season 
as they stroll through sampling stations of 
holiday food. Friday from noon to 6 pm and 
Saturday, from 11 am to 5 pm. The Fresh Mar-
ket, www.thefreshmarket.com

November 6 “Farm to Table” Dinner Benefit 
& Silent Auction Benefit for the Beaches Local 
Food Network’s Children’s Gardening Program 
and Slow Food First Coast’s school garden 
installations, featuring a five-course meal 
prepared by Northeast Florida’s finest chefs. 
6:30 pm, $150 per person The Augustine Grille 
at the Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa, 
Ponte Vedra www.sawgrassmarriott.com/din-
ing/augustine_grille.asp
 
November 6 The 7th Annual Festival d’Vine 
More than 300 wines and fabulous foods from 
many area restaurants including: Athens Cafe, 
bb’s, Bistro Aix, Burrito Gallery, Chew, Havana 
Jax, Matthew’s and TAG, Mojo’s BBQ, Mor-
ton’s, Orsay, Pizza Palace, Sivada’s Cupcakery, 
Sweet Pete’s, Taverna, the Loop and Uptown 
Market. 6:30 pm, $75, San Marco Square, 
www.ccbjax.org
 
November 6 Northeast Florida Veg Fest The 
best of the best organic, green, animal-friendly 

and wellness businesses along with non-prof-
its will come together to celebrate this planet 
and all of its inhabitants. Starting at 10 am, 
Riverside Park and Historic 5-Points Theatre; 
after party at 8 pm at Hovan, www.nfvegfest-
com.doodlekit.com/home
 
November 7 Dinner & A Concert Three cours-
es with wine pairing, three local bands. Call to 
reserve at 810-2400. 6:30 pm $55 per person. 
The Tasting Room, 25 Cuna, St. Augustine, 
www.tastetapas.com

November 16 The 26th Annual Empty Bowls 
Luncheon Ceramic bowls created by students, 
senior citizen groups, other community groups 
and professional potters are displayed. Guests 
are served a simple meal served by local ce-
lebrities, symbolic of the meals served by soup 
kitchens to which Second Harvest distributes 
food. 11 am, $25. Prime Osborne Convention 
Center, www.WeNourishHope.org
 
November 19 St. Johns Riverkeeper Oyster 
Roast Support Riverkeeper with outstanding 
food, music, fellowship and of course, lots 
of oysters. 7 pm, $125 each, $75 each if 35 
years of age or younger, Garden Club 1005 
Riverside Ave., www.stjohnsriverkeeper.org
 
November 20 Native Sun Fall Food Fest Both 
Native Sun locations will have tons of delicious 
fall dishes, to sample while kids can enjoy fun 
crafts and activities. 11030 Baymeadows Rd. 
& 10000 San Jose Blvd., www.nativesunjax.
com
 
November 22 Learn to Make Spiced Apple-
Butter Take home two to three pints of the fin-
ished product and learn to make apple-butter. 
9 am, $20, Duval County Extension Service’s 
Canning Center , call 387-8850 to pre-register

the Flame broiler

 The Village Bread Cafe appeared 
out of nowhere just over a year ago, 
tucked into an industrial park, half 
a mile north of where US 1 meets 
University. One wouldn’t expect a 
restaurant located in an area such as 
this to acquire much of a following 
but in the relatively short time since 
opening they’ve been successful 
enough to open two more branches; 
one in Mandarin, the other at down-
town Jacksonville’s most infamous 
gathering place: the Landing.
 A good loaf of fresh bread is 
one of the finest, most enjoyable 
food items in existence. All one needs is to look at the lines outside the French Pantry any 
weekday at lunchtime for evidence to support this claim. However, bread is also one of 
the easiest things to get wrong and decent bakeries are few and far between, particularly 
around these parts. I’ve been burned far too many times by the promise of delicious baked 
goods only to be met with mediocre or just plain bad results. So in order to prevent myself 
from being too disappointed, I approach any self-styled bakery with a mixture of hope and 
trepidation.
 Thankfully, the Village Bread Cafe delivers on its promises with some rather good 
bread. If you order in you’ll be treated to some bread and dipping oil which can at times be 
my favorite part of the meal.
 The sandwiches are full of fresh, tasty ingredients and good quality deli meat. They’re 
big too; big enough to eat in two sittings. My only disappointment came when I ended up 
getting white bread when I was certain that it was supposed to be wheat, but it could very 
well have been my mistake and the bread still tasted great. They have some really great 
looking salads as well.
 This is quite out of character for me, but if there’s one recommendation I can make 
regarding food at the Village Bread Cafe, it’s that you should get an oatmeal chocolate chip 
cookie. And when they ask you if you want it warmed up, you should say yes. Then you 
should take this dinner plate sized cookie back to your table and eat it right away. I can 
rarely identify when people lustily reminisce about past desserts; most confections don’t do 
anything for me. But if they were all as amazing as this cookie, I wouldn’t always be turning 
my nose up at the dessert menu.
 This is a promising place and I’m eager to see how their rapid growth and success is 
going to play out. I look forward to going back and trying a few more of the enticing menu 
items. Perhaps I’ll pick up a few more cookies while I’m at it.

Ste 3, 5215 Phillips Hwy, Jacksonville • 732-2261 
2 Independent Dr, Jacksonville • 683-7244  

10111 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville • 262-0740

The Village Bread Cafe
Hidden Gem

by Oliver DODD
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 After the Matt Jones experiment, the Jaguars 
picking up a quarterback from the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha to play tight end, probably elicited 
some groans from the fan base. Although there is 
a huge divergence between a fi rst and sixth round 
pick, it was the fi rst draft class of a new regime. 
Zach Miller hasn’t put up big numbers, but he has 
ingratiated himself to the fan base with a tenacious 
work ethic and his down-to-earth personality. And 
while he’s not a fan of the label that was put on him 
after being drafted as the poor man’s Tim Tebow, 
any association with Tebow in this area doesn’t hurt 
your popularity. EU sat down with Miller and discov-
ered he is defi nitely his own man.

EU: What was your initial impression of Jackson-
ville?
ZM: It reminded me a lot of where I’m from, Omaha, 
Nebraska. It’s not as fast paced as other NFL cities, 
which makes it feel more like being back home. But 
there are way more things to do here, I really like it. 
You can relax and the beach is awesome with being 
from Nebraska. It’s good for us, for me and my wife 
and my family.
EU: What would a fan be surprised to learn about 
you?
ZM: I’m learning how to play the guitar.
EU: Lessons?
ZM: Nope, teaching myself. A lot of YouTube videos. It’s an effi cient way to learn.
EU: What do you do in your downtime?
ZM: Just hang out with my wife and daughter. We go to the beach, run around with the dog, dinner and 
movies. We have a nice family life going on.
EU: Fill in the blank: If I weren’t a professional football player, I’d be _________________.
ZM: I’d be a professional guitar player.
EU: Do you have a nickname?
ZM: I don’t. I had someone hit me up on Twitter and asked me about that. I said you guys have to come up 
with something, be creative. Mike Sims-Walker called me 86 Special, I don’t know if that can be tagged or 
not.
EU: Who do you consider the funniest person alive?
ZM: I would have to go with Mike Epps.
EU: How have you gotten involved in the Jacksonville community?
ZM: Just doing whatever these guys ask me to do. Any time they have something, I’m willing to do it. As 
far as taking initiative, I’m still trying to fi gure out what I can do to tag my own thing to be in the community. 
We’re still searching and throwing around ideas.
EU: Any thoughts on the helmet to helmet brouhaha?
ZM: It’s such a fi ne line. Do you take away from the game, do you protect people? It’s hard to say either 
way. It’s one of those things that happens, it’s the game that we play. To take a part of a guy’s game away, 
he’s paid to hit and if he’s got to scale back, that could really affect things.
EU: What’s a major misconception about the NFL?
ZM: That everybody is a millionaire.
EU: You’re on the QB depth chart, would you be ready to go if your number was called?
ZM: Ah man, I’d have my chin strap strapped up faster than they could say “Zach, let’s go.” I’m ready to do 
that whenever. I’ve played quarterback forever so, I feel like I know the offense. Would it be different? Yes. I 
feel like we could go in and manage.
EU: When you were drafted, some called you the poor man’s Tim Tebow, what did you think about that?
ZM: I didn’t like that and I don’t know who started it, but it stuck and I hated it. It’s not against anybody, ob-
viously people love Tim Tebow around here. I’m myself and I dislike that so I have to do something about it.
EU: With you converting to Tight End from Quarterback, would you consider yourself a project?
ZM: I think of a project as, you try it, and I don’t like those terms. I came here to contribute. As far as mov-
ing to Tight End, there’s going to be a learning curve. But there are things I can do right away and use my 
athletic ability to make plays and learn along the way. They’ve put me into positions that I can do things 
successfully right away and just add a little bit at a time. So it’s a process, not a project.

 While it’s easy to put different labels on a player like Zach Miller, it seems like it’s a sure bet that he 
will transcend them. Despite the fact that the Jaguars have been on the wrong side of some one-sided 
games, players like Zach make the company line of rebuilding easier to accept. And considering our fi rst 
and second string quarterbacks are injured, why not throw 86 Special in? It may eventually beg the ques-
tion, “Tim who?”

HE’S NO POOR MAN’S 
TIM TEBOW

Getting to Know #86 of the Jacksonville Jaguars

BY BRENTON CROZIER
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 EU’s continued series on those who work to improve Jacksonville continues with two who 
are super-wor thy of this recognition. Gunnel Humphreys and Tom McCleery are the intriguing 
faces behind the Jacksonville mainstay, Edge City. If you’re unfamiliar with these two, read on and 
you will quickly find yourself bee-lining it to 5 Points to see what they are all about!
 Jacksonville became a better place in January 1976 when Tom McCleery got laid off from a 
job in the steel industry. That very same day, friend and founder of Riverside Avondale Preserva-
tion, Wayne Wood, came knocking on his door, encouraging him to buy a little shop in 5 Points, 
fully outfitted in grey shag carpet, called Edge City. Tom’s original plan was to use his severance 
to take three months off, but he and his par tner, Gunnel Humphreys, took a leap of a faith and 
bought the then hippiecentric headshop and waterbed store the following day. From then on, the 
pair would forever change the face of Riverside with their progressive ideas, keen eye for fashion 
and passion to make this city better.
 On a recent fall evening, I had the chance to spend some one-on-one time with Tom and 
Gunnel. Under a canopy of white lights there I sat, even after working down the street from them 
for five years, practically star struck. They sipped their usual Sierra Nevada and red wine (respec-
tively) and Tom and Gunnel began to open up about life, style and why they love living in Jackson-
ville. They are beginning and ending each other’s sentences, as they star t simultaneously rattling 
off memories from eras past.
 I wanted to get a feel for how 5 Points was when they first moved into the neighborhood. 
They talked about the now defunct businesses that surrounded them, including 5 Points Men’s 
Shop, Riverside Gown Shop, a drugstore and a soda fountain. They explained that the 70s were 
a real turning point for the neighborhood because of the new hippie era vs. old Riverside. Young 
entrepreneurs who did not fit the mold of the conservative families they were raised in, began 
flocking to Riverside to create a place for themselves. Edge City was a renegade and helped fur-
ther that change. The dedication of Tom and Gunnel is apparent, as their store remains open after 
decades of others closing around them.
 
Life is an Art Experience

 Fast forward to the late 80s and early 90s when the area star ted to see a huge influx of cre-
atives settling in Riverside and making 5 Points home. Already well-respected, Tom and Gunnel 
served as go-betweens in the culture war between the new and the old 5 Points. They describe 
constant meetings with city officials, police and a local bank where people were screaming back 
and for th to fight and/or resist changes (depending on your take) happening within the commu-
nity. All the while, avant garde ar tists were having openings like the “ar tshow of dead people”, 
where a storefront in 5 Points was transformed into a “morgue ar t exhibit by some no name ar t-
ist,” as Humphrey’s explains.
 Gunnel, herself, is an ar tist. Rustling in her purse to touch up her always-trendsetting lip-
stick, she goes on to tell me how, over the span of 10 or so years, she drew over 100 homes, 
many which are now demolished, for the RAP Home Tour. “People call them sketches. That’s fine, 
but everything was perfect. If a door had nine panes, so did the drawing.” Her most recent show, 
“5 Points Girls,” featured por traits of 13 women of the 5 Points community. Her unique style and 
use of color brought out the personalities of each females’ unique character.

In the words of fashion friend Steve Madden, “Progress not 
perfection.”

 To keep their doors open, Tom and Gunnel knew that they had to evolve with the trends 
and times. “Vintage furniture, vintage clothing, plants, flowers, chocolates... there’s nothing we 
haven’t sold,” says Tom. “We had to pay rent, ya know?” They reminisce about inventory over the 
years. I learned that the shelves of Edge City have been stocked with everything from Guatemalan 
belts and drawstring pants (“Tom always wanted to be a hippie,” says Gunnel.) to giant Catho-
lic crucifix necklaces a la Madonna era to the foreign legion French army underwear. “We sold 

 The Big Trunk Show in St. Augustine has become a 
place where local designers can show off their wares and 
residents can buy some original outfits. This year, the venue 
has changed, from the smaller Cafe 11 to the new 200 
Lounge. The Trunk Show had definitely outgrown the old 
space, as designer and sponsor Greg Dettra of Paper Root 
acknowledges.
  “We looked at a couple [of venues], but ultimately 
settled on the 200 Lounge. It is a relatively new venue and 
has ample space to accommodate what we are trying to do, 
so it was a perfect fit,” says Dettra.
  He’s partnered up with the producer at Classic Blends, 
Hugh Ward, to organize the event. “Hugh Ward from Classic 
Blends had been asking to be involved with this year’s trunk 
show, and as I’ve been busy opening my new print shop 
and running Paper Root, it was a great relief to have some-

one to share the reins of this event with,” says Dettra.
  Since the Trunk Show has expanded in its new ven-
ue, it also includes some new flash. First, there’s a runway 
showcase. This, Hugh Ward says, gives the local clothing 
vendors “the opportunity to put their clothing on models” in 
a runway showcase of the trunk show’s work.
  There will also be more entertainment at the event- 
Ward will be just one of the DJs present. Ward says that 
there will be “four DJs that are going to spin throughout the 
night a variety of Indie, Electro, dance music...[and] we’re 
all real DJs on turntables, none of this robo-DJ, laptop but-
ton pushers. We’re all real-deal DJs.”
  The 200 Lounge has allowed the Trunk Show to 
become more like a fashion party. It’s no longer just a Trunk 
Show. As Ward says: “It’s a fashion event.”

 

Paper Root & Classic Blends present

THE 5TH ANNUAL BIG TRUNK SHOW

7 pm Trunk Show Starts

9 to 10 pm Fashion Show presented by Addision Fitzgerald Photography & PUSH PUSH

11 pm to 2 am After Party (small cover)

The Two Hundred Lounge, 200 Anastasia Blvd., St. Augustine

Big Changes for the Big 
Trunk Show

by Erin Thursby

Pick A PAir
A passion for Fashion – Edge City

by Emily moody



eujacksonville.com  | NOVEMBER 2010 13

1000’s of pair for $9 each,” remembers Gunnel.
 It was Gunnel that pushed for a change in their store and they began selling fewer pipes and 
lots more sparkly jewelry and frilly dresses. They sold their car to go on their first buying trip. 
Over the years, traveling to New York, they proceeded to bring cutting edge clothing to a city that 
is often afraid to take style risks. Long before any St. Johns Town Center, they brought Betsey 
Johnson to Jacksonville “before she was Betsey.” She was guest designing under the brand Tric-
Trac and that is where Tom and Gunnel developed a friendly relationship with the designer.
 Although these two are quite modest about their impact on shopping in Jacksonville, they 
deserve credit for being the first to introduce residents to the Swarovski crystal adorned lucite of 
Tarina Tarintino, the brightly colored nail polish of Hard Candy, the mesh netted dresses of Vivi-
enne Tam and the chunky soled shoes of Steve Madden. For generations, they have been bringing 
great style to the River City. 

Don’t bad mouth Jacksonville. If you want it to change, 
change it.

 As our supposed-to-be-shor t interview quickly turns into an hour and a half, I star t to wrap 
up our time together. I wonder what the two see for Jacksonville in the next 10 years. Gunnel, an 
avid cyclist who bikes close to 15 miles a day, loves to see all the people walking and riding bikes 
everywhere and has high hopes for the bike movement that is going on right now. They would like 
to see more attention focused on urban areas and more people from other places moving into the 
area to bring fresh ideas.
 Another wish of this dynamic duo is for Jacksonville to keep hold of its creative edge. Let 
the tattoo shops meet high-end and ar tistic meet conservative. It is a community spirit that is 
almost undefinable. It is with that “spirit of the ‘hood,” as Gunnel lovingly refers to it, that keeps 
this couple happy to be in Jacksonville. As we wind up our conversation I ask why they stayed in 
Jacksonville. Gunnel quickly responded, “We could go anywhere, but to us, Jacksonville is home. 
Home is where your friends are.”
  This barely scratches the surface on this incredible and complex couple. They have graced 
Jacksonville with their presence for over 35 years and the passion and perseverance that they 
exude has helped mold 5 Points into a thriving commercial corridor and an amazing community. I 
urge you to go into Edge City, buy a gift or treat yourself, and make sure to thank Tom and Gunnel 
for their hard work and dedication. With just the right amounts of class, charisma and style, these 
two truly are the King and Queen of Riverside.
 

 Starting a clothing line has been in my 
blood from bir th. I don’t know if it was the 
donning of my first pair of Calvin Klein jeans 
before I was a year old, my Grandmother’s 
always amazingly gaudy (but somehow she 
pulled it off) jewels, the 3x5 cards I used to 
draw outfits on during long family car trips 
or a culmination of it all, but here I am, a 
few days back from a showing of my first 
collection in Los Angeles! 
 After years in the making, the in-house 
brand came about rather quickly. I do not 
know what made me do it, but about a 
month ago I googled “emerging designer 
trade show” and up pops a site about FO-
CUS. The show was offering special “reces-
sion pricing,” that was a fraction of what 
most trade shows in the fashion industry 
cost. After some serious urging from someone who knows me all too well, I decided to do 
it. It was full speed ahead from there. I would need a booth design, new hangtags, new busi-
ness cards, logo tote bags to giveaway (everyone loves a freebie), order forms, photos of 
the pieces for a catalog, a catalog, oh yeah, and as many samples of clothing and jewelry 
as I could make. Over the next few weeks I became accustomed to getting little sleep and 
sewing and making jewelry until my fingertips were raw, but knew that it would be worth it 
once I got to LA. 
 A morning flight landed at 9:30 am and it was straight to the California Apparel Mart for 
booth setup. After four hours of setup, it was off to the hotel to finish tagging samples and 
prep for day one of the show.
 The first day did not go at all as I had planned. The show was a ghost town, I had not 
written any orders, and I was beginning to think this gamble was a bad idea. Where were all 
the magazine editors and elite boutiques that the show’s bio promised? The hours drug by 
and eventually, looking away so I would not be seen, I burst into tears. Feeling completely 
defeated, I was very pessimistic about the next two days. The second day started off slowly 
but that afternoon I got a nice big juicy order from a company in Japan. That rebuilt my ego 
enough to give me hope. The next day and a half were spent meeting people, making con-
tacts and writing orders. I even got a mention in the California Apparel News! 
 Although there is a lot of pressure and stress in running the store and starting the line, 
when I am checking e-mail at 3 am, I remember that I am lucky. Although there is a lot of 
stress at times, it is balanced out by the fact that I get to bring my son to work with me or 
that I can show up an hour late and not get written up. My mother always told me, “Do what 
you love and love what you do.” I have my moments of wanting to throw in the towel and 
seek refuge in the stability of a nine-to-five corporate gig. But then, I wake up from that de-
lirium and remember that I would be absolutely miserable. The fear of having to turn to that 
keeps me working harder to make sure that I will not. 
 For more about the clothing line and store check out www.emilyisananomaly.com. 
Plus, get a sneak peak at my new spring collection at the Anomaly pop-up store in the Old 
Library at November Art Walk!

A Stitch at a Time
Anomaly’s Unique Clothing Line is on the Fashion Fast Track

by Emily moody



14 NOVEMBER 2010  |  eu jacksonville monthly 

family events
Nov 3- 14  Greater Jacksonville Fair  This an-
nual event brings rides, midway games, livestock 
competitions, country music and more for the 
whole family. Jacksonville Fairgrounds, www.
downtownjacksonville.org

Nov 4  Light the Night Walk  The local branch of 
this national event brings help and hope to people 
with battling blood cancers, benefiting the Leuke-
mia & Lymphoma Society. 5 pm. The Jacksonville 
Landing. www.lightthenight.org.

Nov 5  Sunset Boat Trip on the St. Johns  Wind 
down from the work week with a glass of vino 
on the beautiful St. Johns River. Kelly Savage, 
Community Outreach Director for St. Johns River-
keeper will be your guide as you head up river 
and watch as the sun goes down. Invite all your 
friends! 6 pm- 7:30 pm. Donation: $20 per adult, 
over 21, includes wine and snacks. Reservations 
Required. 256-7613

Novr 6  Across the Pond  The Jacksonville 
Children’s Chorus presents Across the Pond, 
music from England and America. This Celebra-
tion of English and American Music will be held 
at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church. Tickets are 
$18 for general seating; a lunch is also available 
for $8 adults and $6 children 10 and under. 2 pm. 
Jacksonville Children’s Chorus, Hendricks Avenue 

Baptist Church, 4001 Hendricks Ave, 353-1636, 
www.jaxchildrenschorus.com

Nov 6  Arlington Community Celebration  Activi-
ties include live productions at the outdoor am-
phitheatre, farmer’s market, guided nature tours 
of Tree Hill, Arlington historical  presentations and 
organic gardening tips from the local community 
garden, family entertainment and more. 10 am- 4 
pm. Tree Hill Nature Center, 7152 Lone Star Rd,  
724-4646, www.joinpcr.net
 
Nov 6  Fall Garden Tour  Come for a garden tour 
to learn about vines, the crawly plants that grow 
over, under, around, and through everything; and 
how in the right place, they can be great for quick 
coverage and low maintenance. Meet outside the 
main entrance at 8:45am for check in. Registra-
tion is available online. 9 am- 11 am. Jacksonville 
Zoo and Gardens, 370 Zoo Parkway, 757-4463, 
www.jacksonvillezoo.org

Nov 6  Family Art Fest and Salute to the Troops  
The Midtown Fest Family Art Fest and Salute to 
the Troops will feature local vendors, Earth Smart 
and Eco-Friendly items, local artists, Community 
Health and Safety Zone, food vendors, Kids Zone 
with inflatables, face painting, tatoos, fishing 
booth, Child I.D. Program and an exhibit by the 
Jacksonville Zoo, Navy Flight Simulator, Army 

National Guards Lakota Helicopter and more. 
Free admission and free parking. 10 am- 6 pm. 
Midtown Centre, Historic St. Nicholas, 524-8481, 
www.midtownfest.org

Nov 6  JaxKids Day  The City of Jacksonville 
hosts the annual JaxKids Day, featuring cos-
tumed characters, developmental health screen-
ings, hay rides, face painting, climbing wall, 
inflatables, DJ and music, a Family Health and 
Safety Fair, Mayor Peyton’s Book Club Children’s 
Celebration and more. The Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital Red Wagon Parade will be at 11 am; 
and there will be a Baby Jam featuring Jack 
Har tmann at 10 am, 12 noon and 1 pm. Event 
is 9 am- 2 pm. Jacksonville Children’s Commis-
sion, Main Library and Hemming Plaza, 630-
3647, www.coj.net

Nov 6  Moon Owl Prowls  Guides will identify the 
sounds you hear at night and you will learn about 
the creatures that make them. While everyone is 
welcome, young children are discouraged from 
attending. Wear sturdy footwear, bring a lawn 
chair and refreshments. Non-Members: $10 for a 
family up to 4 ($2 each additional person) and $5 
for individuals (cash only). Email your reservation 
to info@jacksonvillearboretum.org. 7 pm- 9 pm. 
Jacksonville Arboretum, 1445 Millcoe Rd, www.
jacksonvillearboretum.org

Nov 6  The 2nd Annual Free to Breathe 5K 
Run/Walk  Registration will begin at 7 am on 
the day of race. The race will start at 8 am, with 
awards of over $1,000.00 in prizes and gift cer-
tificates to the top male and female finishers. All 
proceeds will benefit the National Lung Cancer 
Partnership’s research, education and awareness 
programs. Mickler’s Landing at Ponte Vedra, 
www.FreeToBreathe.org

Nov 9  Armed Forces Night  A family celebration 
of Veterans and active/retired Military with live 
music and art making activities featuring The Art 
of War exhibition. Free Admission. 4 pm- 8 pm. 
Cummer Museum, 829 Riverside Ave, 355-0630, 
www.cummer.org

Nov 11  Veterans Day Parade  With two naval 
bases in the city, Jacksonville’s military pride 
and heritage is evident in daily life. The City of 
Jacksonville honors America’s heroes with a 
fantastic parade through Downtown. Marching 
bands sound the drums as lively balloon floats 
soar above the streets. The Veterans Day Parade 
will begin on Water Street at Pearl Street. It will 
travel east on to Independent Drive, continue on 
Bay Street ending in front of EverBank Field in Lot 
E. Downtown Jacksonville, www.makeascene-
downtown.com

Nov 13  Art for Two on Saturdays  Children ages 
3 to 5 and an adult spend time together enjoying 
gallery visits, art making and time in Art Connec-
tions. Pre-registration is required. Members $10 
per pair, per class, Non-members $15 per pair, 
per class. 10:30 am to noon Cummer Museum, 
829 Riverside Ave, 355-0630, www.cummer.org

Nov 13  Dozing With Dinos  Overnight campers 
will be treated to an exclusive program in the new 
Bryan Gooding Planetarium, a science show and 
free time to explore the museum before rolling 
out their sleeping bags in the museum’s dinosaur 
exhibit, Prehistoric Predators. Pizza will be served 
as a late-night snack and breakfast will be served 
in the morning. Dozing With Dinos is $30 for chil-
dren and $20 for adults. Members receive at $5 
discount. Sign up online or by calling 396-MOSH 
(6674), ext. 230. MOSH, 1025 Museum Circle, 
396-6674, www.themosh.org
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Nov 14  Jaguar v. Houston Texans  1  pm. Single 
game tickets are now available. EverBank Field, 
633-2000, www.jaguars.com

Nov14- 21  Atlantic Cup Rugby  Canada, Ja-
maica and the USA National Teams will battle it 
out for the trophy. University of North Florida’s 
Hodges Stadium, www.jaxaxe.com

Nov 19- Jan 2  Winter Wonderland  Step into 
a Winter Wonderland this holiday season at the 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre with ice skating, ice 
slide, Elf Express Train, Blizzard Bounce, the elf 
village, visits from Santa (thru 12/24), sleigh 
rides, reindeer games and SNOW! Yes, that’s 
right, snow in Florida. Hours are: Mon- Thu 4 
- 10 pm, Fri 4- 11 pm, Sat 12- 11 pm and Sun 
12- 10 pm. Admission is free but there are costs 
for some of the activities with various packages 
available. St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965, 
www.winterwonderlandfl orida.com

Nov 20  Art Adventures on Saturdays  Classes 
in painting, printmaking, collage and construction 
with changing themes. Ages 6 to 12. Members 
$10 per class, Non-members $15 per class. 
10:30 am- 12:30 pm. Cummer Museum, 829 Riv-
erside Ave, 355-0630, www.cummer.org

Nov 20  Holiday in the Park  The Beaches Muse-
um and History Center hosts their annual Holiday 
in the Park. Activities include Holiday Choirs, arts 
and crafts, games, prizes, photos with Santa, bal-
loons, cupcakes, street performers, storytellers, 
model trains and more. 10 am- 4 pm. Beaches 
Museum and History Center, 380 Pablo Ave, 241-
5657, www.beachesareahistoricalsociety.com

Nov 20  Words of Art: A Children’s Book Fair  
Families are invited to meet your favorite Jack-
sonville children’s authors and illustrators. This 
inaugural event will feature author readings, 
art making projects and scavenger hunts. Free 
admission. Noon- 4 pm. Cummer Museum, 829 
Riverside Ave, 355-0630, www.cummer.org

Nov 20  2nd Annual Right Whale Festival  Cele-
brate the North Atlantic right whales’ annual re-
turn to their only known calving area in the South-
east US. With as few as 350 remaining, there 
are many local efforts to protect these critically 
endangered whales from extinction. Learn how 

we can lessen human impacts and bring peace to 
the right whales that share our coastal waters! 10 
am- 4 pm. Seawalk Pavilion, Jacksonville Beach, 
www.public.sea2shore.org/right_whale_festival

Nov 20  The 2nd Annual Tour de St. Johns Fun 
Ride  A non-competitive bicycle ride through the 
historic neighborhoods of Riverside, Avondale 
and Ortega. The 2nd annual Tour de St. Johns Fun 
Ride will bring the community together to support 
Robert E. Lee Senior High School. 100% of rider 
registration fees are donated to the school. 9 am. 
Riverside, Avondale & Ortega 1200 S. McDuff 
Ave, www.tourdestjohns.com

Nov 21  Jaguar v. Cleveland Browns  1 pm, Ev-
erBank Field, 633-2000, www.jaguars.com

Nov 26  The Jacksonville Landing Tree Light-
ing  For 23 years, the Jacksonville Landing Tree 
Lighting has signaled the start of the holidays in 
Downtown Jacksonville. The 56-foot artifi cial, 
eco-friendly tree lights up over the St. Johns River 
creating a festive atmosphere. Festivities include 
live entertainment and a fi reworks show. The 
fun continues as scheduled synchronized music 
and light performances will take place weekly at 
the Landing leading up to New Year’s Eve. The 
Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188 www.jacksonvil-
lelanding.com

Nov 26- 28  Christmas Made in the South  22nd 
annual Christmas Made in the South featuring 
craftspeople, art, gourmet food, and entertain-
ment and more. One Admission Good for All 3 
Days with hand stamp. Adults - $6 - Children 
12 and Under - Free. Prime Osborne Convention 
Center, (704) 847-9480, www.madeinthesouth-
shows.com

Nov 27  2010 Jacksonville Light Parade  Boats 
of every shape and size will be decorated with 
lights, festive decorations and more. Prizes will be 
awarded for different categories. Following the boat 
parade, fi reworks will be shot from river barges in 
front of the Jacksonville Landing, Hyatt Regency 
Hotel and Metropolitan Park. The parade can be 
seen from both the northbank and southbank of 
the downtown riverfront. Families can bring their 
chairs, blankets and picnics to the riverfront. 7 pm. 
City of Jacksonville, Downtown Jacksonville, 630-
3690, www.makeascenedowntown.com

Do the Right thing!
 The second annual Right Whale Festival is being 
held on November 20 from 10 am to 4 pm at the Sea 
Walk Pavilion in Jacksonville Beach. The inaugural event 
held last year brought enthusiastic participation from 
sponsors, local vendors, conservation organizations and 
the community. The 2010 event is hoping to build on this 
success by continuing to raise public awareness of this critically 
endangered species. With as few as 350 remaining, there are many local efforts to protect 
these critically endangered whales from extinction. The annual Right Whale Festival focused 
on we can lessen human impacts and bring peace to the right whales that share our coastal 
waters!
 North Atlantic right whales face constant threats, such as boat collisions and fi shing 
gear entanglements, associated with sharing their coastal home with humans. Each year, 
right whales migrate more than 1,000 miles from their feeding grounds off Canada and New 
England to the warm, calm coastal waters off South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. From 
November 15 through April 15, right whales give bir th and nurse their young in these waters, 
which are the only known calving area for the species.
 This free, one-day family-oriented festival will feature live music by the Split Tones and 
Saltwater Cowgirls, children’s obstacle course and educational passport program with prizes, 
and a beach clean-up at 9 am. Attendees will learn about the importance of this region for 
right whales, local right whale conservation efforts and protection measures, and the value of 
protecting these amazing marine mammals. Food, art and nature-themed merchandise will be 
available for purchase and a silent auction will be held to support the festival. This will also 
be a unique opportunity to talk face-to-face with local scientists and gain some hands-on 
knowledge of right whale biology and research activities. Please join us as we celebrate this 
winter’s return of the right whale! For more information visit: www.rightwhalefestival.org.

● 9- 11 am: Beach cleanup
● 10 am: Festival offi cially begins! Kids’s activities, booth, exhibits, obstacle course, 
 silent auction and more
● 10:30 am- noon: Children’s music with Saltwater Cowgirls
● 11 am: Beach run
● Noon- 1:30 pm: Live music with Split Tone
● 1 pm: Steel drum demo (come try it for free)
● 1:30- 2 pm: Saltwater Cowgirls play the kid’s favorites
● 2- 2:30 pm: Live music with Victoria Zarlenga
● 2:30- 4 pm: Live music with Split Tone continues on the main stage
● 4 pm: Silent auction ends - don’t miss your chance to get great deals & help a great
 cause!

Go Back in Time
Apparently this is the month to celebrate and learn about life in Northeast 
Florida from previous time periods. Take advantage and have a fun and edu-
cational experience with your family. 

Nov 6  Old Fashioned Day  Learn how our ancestors survived in the country by watching dem-
onstrations on butter making, cow milking, candle and soap making, broom making and more. 
Conner’s A-Maize-ing Acres, 20090 County Road 121, Hilliard, (904) 879-5453

Nov 6  Old Settlers Reunion  This free cultural event hosted by the St. Johns County Recreation 
and Parks Department and will include blacksmithing, horseshoe throwing, checkers, hopscotch, 
dominoes, sack races, a pumpkin rolling contest and a scarecrow building contest. Folk and coun-
try music will be played during the event. Refreshments include sour orangeade and pine needle 
tea. Attendees are encouraged to wear period dress. 11 am- 4 pm. Alpine Groves Park, 2060 Wil-
liam Bartram Highway, Switzerland, (904) 522-1573

November 6- 7  Union Garrison At Fort Clinch  This program will allow visitors to interact with 
living historians to experience life in the fort as it was in 1864. There will be soldiers in period cos-
tume involved in marching drills, cooking and daily activities. The event will take place on Saturday, 
9 am- 5 pm and Sunday, 9 am- 12 pm. Fort Clinch State Park, 2601 Atlantic Avenue, Fernandina 
Beach, (904) 277-7274, www.FloridaStateParks.org.

Nov 20- 21  The Civil War in Jacksonville  The Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve will 
present a special event that will highlight how the Civil War affected Jacksonville and Northeast 
Florida. Living historians in period costumes will portray infantry soldiers of both the North and the 
South; including Union gunboat sailors, marines, artillery crews, engineers, doctors and nurses, 
military musicians and chaplains. Features include hourly cannon fi ring demonstrations, musket 
fi ring demonstrations, toy soldier miniatures, and demos on sewing, quilting, needlework, spin-
ning, candle making and more. Saturday, 10 am- 4 pm and Sunday, 10 am- 2 pm. Fort Caroline 
National Memorial, 12713 Ft. Caroline Rd, 641-7155

Jacksonville, welcome your new 
pro sport team
BY DANIEL GONCALVES, FOTOBIA.COM

 If you like to watch exciting, in-your-face sports up close and personal, Jacksonville’s 
new ABA Basketball franchise launches their inaugural season next month in the Jacksonville 
Arena. Ron Sholes is team owner of the First Coast’s freshest product, bringing the red, white, 
and blue basketball to the Jacksonville area. The team is yet to be named but they hope to 
have that fi gured out within the next few weeks. “We may open it up for public input and a 
competition”, says Sholes. Kevin Waters is the General Manager and Head Coach. This team 
will be part of the American Basketball Association (ABA).
 The schedule opens up on December 4th vs San Francisco at home. All home games will 
be played at the Jacksonville Memorial Arena and will be televised on CW17. Tickets will start 
at $4. 
 The ABA formed in 1967 and played 9 seasons before merging with the NBA. ABA star 
Artis Gilmore, a Jacksonville native, was the fi rst ABA player drafted by the Kentucky Colo-
nels. Today’s ABA has over 60 active teams including 5 located outside the USA. The ABA 
distinguished itself from its older counterpart with a more wide-open, fl ashy style of offensive 
play, as well as differences in rules- a 30-second shot clock (as opposed to the NBA’s 24-
second clock) and use of a three-point fi eld goal arc. Also, the ABA used a colorful red, white 
and blue ball, instead of the NBA’s traditional orange ball.
 They have some different very “fan-friendly” rules like the 3D light. When the 3D light is 
on an additional point is awarded for each fi eld goal scored. The light comes on during certain 
infractions, like turning over the ball before mid-court. They also allow a fouled-out player to 
continue on the ABA’s 6th Foul Rule. All these rule modifi cations are an attempt to keep the 
fl oor action non-stop and exciting.

success by continuing to raise public awareness of this critically 
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theatre events
Oct 13- Nov 28  THE KING AND I  This famous 
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical tells the 
tale of Anna Leonowens, a young widow who 
moves from England to Siam with her son 
Louis to become a teacher for the children of 
the king of Siam. She finds Siamese customs 
to be quite different from English ones, which 
brings her often in conflict with the king. The 
Alhambra, 641-1212, www.alhambradinner the-
atre.com

Oct 29- Nov 20  THE ODD COUPLE, THE FE-
MALE VERSION  Neil Simon’s famous update 
of this classic star ts with a group of women 
friends playing Trivial Pursuit. The coterie is 
meeting at the apar tment of Olive Madison, a 

divorcee who freely admits to being a slob. Late 
to arrive is Florence Unger, a stickler for detail 
who just become separated from her husband. 
As life would have it, the slob and the fuss-bud-
get decide to room together. Orange Park Com-
munity Theater, 276-2599, www.opct.org

Nov 3  BENISE THE SPANISH GUITAR  The 
enchanted Spanish Guitar becomes a treasure 
chest of masterful playing with choreographed 
dance numbers and orchestral pieces accom-
panying the stories that were sealed inside this 
magical instrument. The show incorporates an 
ever-changing multi-media stage set. 7:30 pm. 
Times-Union Center, Moran Theater, 632-3373, 
www.ar tistseriesjax.org Nov 4- 6  LOUIS RAMEY  This Atlanta born comic 

lights up the stage performing all over the US, 
Australia, London, and Singapore. The Comedy 
Zone, 292-HAHA, www.comedyzone.com

Nov 4  WILD DREAMS: DISCOVERING HENRY 
M. FLAGLER The Fascinating story of Henry 
Flagler in a one-man show. Henry Flagler was an 
entrepreneur, a capitalist and a self made million-
aire. He developed St. Augustine and Florida as a 
resort destination and helped create Standard Oil, 
The Florida-East Coast Railway and the Key West 
Extension. Not to mention the intriguing story of 
his three marriages! Lunch 11:45 am- 12:45 pm, 
Show time 1 pm. Tickets $28. The Alhambra The-
atre, 641-1212

Nov 5- 20  GEM OF THE OCEAN  A powerful 
drama laced with mischievous humor written by 
August Wilson. The play is set in 1904 in Pitts-
burgh’s Pennsylvania’s Hill District. Aunt Ester, 
the drama’s 285-year-old fiery matriarch, wel-
comes into her home Solly Two Kings, who was 
born into slavery and Citizen Barlow, a young man 
from Alabama searching for a new life. Thursday 
nights, November 11 & 19th sponsor JENKINS 
QUALITY BARBECUE will be serving goodies 
before the show. Mainstage, Players by the Sea, 
249-0289, http://playersbythesea.org

Nov 5- 20  VAMPIRE REFLECTS  Zany Count 
Zescu, a Vampire from the old country, has taken 
up residence in the American southwest accom-
panied only by his coffin and Mattie, an all too 
amorous co-ed he can’t seem to lose. With few 
available necks to bite, the Count finds a mission: 
the secret nearby military base is doing awful 
things with an experimental bomb and the local 
bat habitat and he must stop the carnage. Theatre 
Jacksonville, 396-4425, www.theatrejax.com

Nov 5  AMATEUR NIGHT  7:30 pm, $5.50, Ritz 
Theatre, 632-5555 or visit www.ritzlavilla.org

Nov 6  RITZ JAZZ JAMM WITH GERALD VEAS-
LEY  World-renowned contemporary jazz bassist, 
radio host, and instructor. 7 & 10 pm.Ritz Theatre 
and LaVilla Museum, 632-5555, www.ritzlavilla.
org. 

Nov 6  FREDERICA’S FAREWELL  The beloved 
Frederica von Stade in her farewell tour, Frederi-
ca’s final bow is one night of music that you will 
never forget. 8 pm. Jacksonville Symphony Or-
chestra, 354-5547, www.jaxsymphony.org

Nov 6  PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE CONCERT  JU 
Percussion performs John Cage’s lost radio play: 
The City Wears A Slouch Hat. Also on the pro-
gram will be pieces for marimba ensemble. 7:30 
pm. Jacksonville University’s Terry Concert Hall, 
256-7345, www.ju.edu/programs/music

Nov 6  LEGALLY BLONDE  (Broadway Series) 
7:30 pm. Peabody Auditorium Box Office, 600 

Auditorium Blvd., Daytona Beach, 386-671-3460 
www.PeabodyAuditorium.org

Nov 7  THE CUMMER CONCERT SERIES  Per-
formed by Corey Cerovsek, Violinist and Julien 
Quentin, Pianist. Concert begins at 3 pm. TreeCup 
Sunday Brunch, 1 pm. Cummer Museum of Art & 
Gardens, 356-6857 x 6017, www.cummer.org

Nov10- 13  MY NAME IS ALICE  The revue writ-
ten by many hands and performed by five fizzy 
song-and-dance women. The subject of Alice is 
also women- but the show’s feminism is worn 
lightly. If anything, women are as likely to be 
satirical targets as men. Jacksonville Unversity’s 
Fine Arts Hall, 256-7345, www.ju.edu/programs/
music/events

Nov 11  IMPROV EFFECT  The improvisational 
comedy troupe will be doing a 90 minutes of 
spontaneous comedy, so come be a part of the 
interactive show! Reserved seating is available 
by calling 904-366-6911 ext 214. $8. 7 pm. 
Museum of Contemporary Art, www.mocajack-
sonville.org

Nov 12  THE CHRISTMAS MUSIC OF MANNHEIM 
STEAMROLLER  Beloved Christmas music of 
Mannheim Steamroller along with state of the 
art multimedia effects bring the spirit of the 
season comes alive with the signature sound of 
Mannheim Steamroller with this ultimate family 
experience. 8 pm. Times-Union Center, Moran 
Theater, 632-3373, www.artistseriesjax.org

Nov 12  ANA VIDOVIC  Ana Vidovic is an extraor-
dinary talent with formidable gifts taking her place 
amongst the elite musicians of the world today. 
Ana comes from the small town of Karlovac near 
Zagreb, Croatia and started playing guitar at the 
age of 5, and by 7 had given her first public per-
formance. 8 pm. The Church of the Good Shep-
herd, 389-6222, www.riversidefinearts.org

Nov 12- 13 THE MOTOWN EXPERIENCE SPEC-
TRUM  A Tribute to Motown and R&B Music, is a 
versatile quartet radiating the essence of Motown- 
the soulful sounds, smooth harmonies, suave 
steps, and of course, the cool-looking suits. 
Groove to the greatest hits of the Four Tops, the 
Temptations, Smokey Robinson & the Miracles 
and more, with songs like ‘I Heard it Through the 
Grapevine’, ‘My Girl’, ‘Stand by Me,’ ‘Bernadette,’ 
and ‘Just My Imagination.’ Jacksonville Sympho-
ny Orchestra, 354-5547, www.jaxsymphony.org
 
November 13  A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION 
WITH GARRISON KEILLOR  The Saturday evening 
radio variety show that usually originates from the 
Fitzgerald Theater in Saint Paul, Minnesota, will 
be doing it’s live show in St. Augustine. The show 
created and hosted by Garrison Keillor, is known 
for its musical guests, especially folk and tradi-
tional musicians, tongue-in-cheek radio drama, 
and Keillor’s storytelling segment, “News from 

A Prarie Home Companion
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Lake Wobegon.” The show starts at 5:45 pm. St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre, (904) 471-1965 www.
staugamphitheatre.com

Nov 14  CINDERELLA  The State Street Ballet 
will bring the ballet Cinderella, music by Sergei 
Prokofiev, to St. Augustine. By melding familiar 
story lines with exciting dance movement and 
state-of-the-art sets, production design and lavish 
costuming, State Street Ballet gives each tale a 
modern, passionate and unique twist. 2 pm. Fla-
gler College Auditorium, St. Augustine  797-2800, 
www.emmaconcerts.com

Nov 14  INTERMEZZO SUNDAY CONCERT SE-
RIES  First, the Jacksonville Symphony Orches-
tra’s Piotr Szewczyk will premiere pieces for un-
accompanied violin written especially for him by 
composers from around the world. Rounding out 
the program, University of North Florida professor 
Dr. Gary Smart will present free-wheeling solo 
piano improvisations. 2:30 pm- 4 pm, Free. Main 
Library- Hicks Auditorium, 630-2424

Nov 18- Dec 4  RED HERRING  It’s 1952, and 
Senator McCarthy’s daughter has just become 
engaged to a Soviet spy in this comic tale that 
weaves together three love stories, a murder 
mystery, and an espionage plot. Amelia Commu-
nity Theatre, Fernandina Beach. 261-6749, www.
AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org

Nov 18- 21  EVENING OF DANCE  Florida School 
of the Arts/St. Johns River Community College, 
(386) 312-4300, www.floarts.org

Nov 18- 20  FALL DANCE CONCERT  Dance fac-
ulty will create inspiring new works highlighting 
Jacksonville Universitystudent’s versatility while 
captivating audiences with their talent. Guest 
Artists will thrill audiences with their diversity 
and adaptations of modern themes. Professional 
Guest Artists include: Jennifer Archibald, Jerry 
Opendaker, Scott Putman, and Takehiro Ueyama. 
Jacksonville University’s Swisher Theater, 256-
7345, www.ju.edu/programs/music/events

Nov 18- 21  THE WOMEN OF LOCKERBIE  Florida 
State College Dramaworks Production of A 
contemporary Greek tragedy about the triumph 
of love over hatred. A mother from New Jersey 
roams the hills of Lockerbie Scotland, looking for 
her son’s remains which were lost in the crash of 
Pan Am 103. She meets the Women of Lockerbie, 
who are fighting the US Government to obtain the 
clothing of the victims found in the plane’s wreck-
age. The Wilson Center, FSCJ South Campus, 
646-2222, www.fscj.edu/wilsoncenter

Nov 19  MAZURKA  Chopin’s life, told through 
biographies and letters of the composer’s closest 
friends, including Franz Liszt. Written and per-
formed by students from JU’s piano studio. 7:30 
pm. Jacksonville University’s Terry Concert Hall, 
256-7345, www.ju.edu/programs/music/events

Nov 19  NING YU  Piano concert. 11 am & 7:30 
pm. Friday Musicale, 355-7584, http://fridaymu-
sicale.com

November 19- 20  GERMAN REQUIEM  Brahms’ 
immortal legacy lies in the German Requiem. The 
program also features JSO percussionists Aziz 
Barnard Luce, Kevin Garry and Jesse Monkman 
in Russell Peck’s The Glory and The Grandeur: 
Concerto for Percussion Trio. 8 pm.  Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra 354-5547, www.jaxsym-
phony.org

Nov 19- 21  JIM BREUER  You probably know 
him from the movie Half Baked but, Breuer first 
rose to fame as a cast member of Saturday 
Night Live. Among his impersonations were 
actor Joe Pesci, often accompanied by Colin 
Quinn playing Rober t De Niro. The Comedy 
Zone, 292-HAHA, www.comedyzone.com

Nov19  AMATEUR NIGHT SEMI-FINALS  7:30 

pm, $7.50. Ritz Theatre, 632-5555, www.rit-
zlavilla.org

Nov 20- 21  DAVIS & DOW COOL YULE  Hus-
band and wife duo Julie Davis and Kelly Dow 
bring their soulful, swingy, jazzy, Brazilian, 
bluesy interpretations of holiday classics to life. 
Thrasher-Horne Center for the Arts, Orange Park, 
276-6750, http://thcenter.org

Nov 21  CELTIC THUNDER  These four Irishmen 
and one Scotsman span six musical decades 
including unique interpretations of classic songs 
such as ‘Standing on the Corner’ along with U2’s 
‘Still Haven’t Found (What I’m Looking For),’ The 
Proclaimers’ ‘My Life Without You’ and the time-
less ‘Hallelujah’ by Leonard Cohen. 7 pm. Times-
Union Center, Moran Theater 632-3373, www.
artistseriesjax.org

Nov 26- 27  GRANDMA LEE  A finalist from 
America’s Got Talent!, this sassy senior has 
mastered the ar t of enter taining audiences 
of all ages with unor thodox views of fam-
ily, television and life in general. She may 
shock you with color ful use of the English 
language, though few find it offensive. The 
Comedy Zone, 292-HAHA, www.comedyzone.
com
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  To get the lowdown on DASOTA’s newest and most ambitious staging of Elton John and Tim 
Rice’s rock musical, Aida, I met with director, Dr. Lee Beger at the school. Dr. Beger was busy jug-
gling the thousand and one details of orchestrating this complex show.
     Dancers were practicing in the atrium on their own time, and each of the principal cast members 
were attending voice lessons. Clearly, these students are highly motivated to make the production a 
success. In fact, students are chosen to attend DASOTA by audition, so the students’ motivation is a 
given. 
 The starting place for many of Jacksonville’s most talented youth is the Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts (DASOTA – and simply DA by the current students and alum). The location was 
once the home of the South Jacksonville school and in 1985 became a leading part of the Duval 
County Magnet School Program that has massed over a dozen national education awards. DA code: 
#1. We believe that the arts define us. The school recently was named 2010 National GRAMMY Sig-
nature School.
     I’ve known Dr. Beger for years from her stellar work with Shakespeare in the Park and other 
directorial triumphs, but it had been some time since I’d seen her. She was remarkably calm, coordi-
nating the rehearsals. 
     “Aida is a rock musical written by Elton John and Tim Rice with memorable music, dance and 
choral numbers. The story is about two cultures coming together. It’s based on a folk tale by Leyont-
en Price and Verdi’s opera, ‘Aida.’ There are 35 kids in the cast, and it’s one of biggest productions 
DASOTA as ever staged.”
     “A Nubian princess falls in love with an Egyptian soldier. The forbidden love affair blossoms, but 
the lovers are forced to face death or part forever. Their devotion in the face of death inspires the two 
cultures to put aside their differences and make peace not war.”
     The principle cast includes Rebekah Peltz as Amneris, Nick Sacks as Radames, Courtney Carter 
as Aida, Chris Robertson as Zoser, and Jordan Bildrew as Mereb.
     The production opens on November 18th at 7:30 pm on the main stage at DASOTA, 2445 San 
Diego Road.
 If you miss Aida, you can check out the talented kids at DA throughout the month of December 
as DA’s performace troupe celebrates the holidays with their Piano Holiday Concert, the Festival of 
Carols, Winter Band & Orchestra concerts and the popular Cinematic Arts Winter Film Showcase. 
Also, Douglas Anderson’s annual Extravaganza is scheduled for February 12. Make your plans now to 
support the efforts of these talents kids and dedicated educators.

DASOTA was featured as one of four high school theatre troupes recently in the film Thespians. 
Prior to a screening during the recent Jacksonville Film Festival both Lee Beger and Shirley 
Sacks (Stanton) were presented Special Recognition awards by Michael Peitz of the Educa-
tional Theatre Association for their commitment and passion in theatre education. We are lucky 
to have talented educators throughout both DA and Stanton.
  

DASOTA rOckS
Elton John and Tim Rice’s AIDA

 By Rick GRant 
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art events
Nov 3  MOVEMBER ART WALK  Movember chal-
lenges men to change their appearance and the 
face of men’s health by growing a mustache to 
raise awareness and funds for cancers that affect 
men during the month of November. Get in on the 
facial hair fun at a special Movember Art Walk on 
November 3 from 5 p.m. - 9 p.m., yes, ladies too. 
From a mustache-themed art show at the TAC II 
gallery to the Movember “Atomic Sketch” at 122 
Ocean--even a Movember bake sale--participat-
ing venues will donate a portion of the evening’s 
proceeds to benefit the cause. Movember Jax, 
the Jacksonville chapter of the Movember Foun-
dation will host a make-your-own-”mo” table 
and the Jacksonville RollerGirls street team will 
hand out fake mustaches throughout the night. 
Also, donation boxes will be available at various 
venues. Downtown Jacksonville, Info: www.
downtownjacksonville.org or www.DTJAX.org by 
mobile phone

Nov 6  LIFE’S INSPIRATION  The Art Guild of 
Orange Park’s Fall Show will be a Juried Fine Art 
Exhibition. Opening Reception is Saturday Nov 6, 
6 - 8 pm at the Orange Park Library, 2054 Plain-
field Ave, Orange Park. There will be 2D and 3D 
entries. The Show Juror is Charles F. Marsh III, 
Studio Arts, Florida School of the Arts and will be 
on display November 2-30. www.floarts.org

Nov 5  FIRST FRIDAY AVONDALE ARTWORKS  
New art by John Garrity, Renee Reznicek, 
Cookie Davis, Trace Turner, Laurel D’Agnillo, Nick 
D’Agostine, Matthew Lescinski, Linda Olsen, John 
Davis, & Gordon Hartley. 6 pm - 9 pm  Avondale 
Artworks, 3562 St Johns Ave, 384-8797

Nov 5  WORKS OF ART BY ROBERT J NOELKE  
View Original Medical Manuscripts alongside 
Sculpture and Rust Prints from 5:30 pm until 8 
pm. Karpeles Manuscript Museum, 101 West 1st 
Street at Laura St.

November 6  FIRST COAST SURFRIDER ART 
AUCTION  Enjoy art from some great local art-
ists, a book signing by Paul Hayden, live music, 
drink specials, and cool people. Silent auction for 
pieces from various artists. Proceeds benefit the 
First Coast Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation. 7 
- 10 pm. Paco’s Mexican Grill, 333 1st St North, 
Jacksonville Beach, http://surfriderfirstcoast.org

Nov 6 – 7  DOWNTOWN GAINESVILLE FESTIVAL 
& ART SHOW  Gainesville will transform into a 
masterful blend of art, music and entertainment 
during the 29th Annual Downtown Festival & Art 
Show, one of the nation’s premier outdoor fine 
arts festivals. Presented by the City of Gainesville 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Affairs, the festival draws a crowd of more than 
100,000 each year. Saturday and Sunday, from 
10 am to 5 pm, visitors can meet the exhibiting 
artists, enjoy live music and dancing and sample 
international cuisine. Downtown Gainesville, 
352-334-ARTS, www.gvlculturalaffairs.org 

November 7  REDDI-ARTS NEW EXHIBIT FEA-
TURING MACTRUQUE Gallery 1037 in San Marco 
will have a new art exhibit featuring four local 
artists: Ted Head - watercolors, MactruQue - oils 
and acrylics, Stephanie Sipp - hand sketching and 
color rendering with markers and pencils, Nancy 

Rumpel- mixed media on canvas and paper. The 
show begins November 1st thru December 31st. 
Opening reception November 7th, 2 - 4 pm. Gal-
lery 1037 at Reddi-Arts, 1037 Hendricks Ave.

Nov 11  OIL SPILL ANIMAL VICTIMS BY BREN 
BATACLAN  Internationally acclaimed Boston 
artist, Bren Bataclan will debut his latest painting 
series “Oil Spill Animal Victims”  during Novem-
ber. Bataclan has created a cartoon character 
for many of the animals damaged by the oil spill 
in the gulf this past year as a way raise funds to 
help the clean up. A portion of each sale goes to 
help the animals victimized by the oil spill. For 
the past six years, Bataclan has been spreading 
hope and smiles internationally one city at a time 
by leaving his free paintings in unexpected places 
with encouraging notes. Artist Reception on No-
vember 11, 5- 9 pm. Bee Gallery, The Jackson-
ville Landing, www.beegalleryjax.com

November 12  OBJECTIVE – NONOBJECTIVE  An 
exhibition of new work by artists Christina Foard 
and Julia Morrisroe, with an opening reception 
on Friday, November 12, 6 – 8:30 pm. Known for 
abstracted aerial landscapes and autobiographi-
cal figurative paintings, Christina Foard has been 
featured in four solo and ten group exhibitions in 
Jacksonville galleries and museums during recent 
years. She was also one of the two creators of 
the 2010 Imagination Squared! A Creative Re-
sponse Experiment, hosted by the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Jacksonville. Julia Morrisroe 
is an artist and Associate Professor in painting 
and drawing, having joined University of Florida 
in 2004. Exploring issues of consumerism and 
corporate ownership, Morrisroe has exhibited her 
creative research throughout the United States 
and abroad. The exhibition is on display Novem-
ber 12 through February 8, 2011. The Williams-
Cornelius Gallery is located within Daryl Bunn 
Studios, 643 Edison Ave, 525-3368

Nov 20  FLAGLER CREATES! ART FESTIVAL  
Flagler College will host the inaugural Flagler 
Creates! art festival on the Flagler College West 
Lawn. Flagler Creates! is an art festival that will 
let Flagler students, faculty, staff, alumni and Fla-
gler families display and sell items that they have 
handmade or created. All funds collected from 
application and artist rental fees will be donated 
to the Flagler College Annual Fund. In addition 
to handmade items, Flagler faculty will have the 
opportunity to sell books that they have authored, 
and some will be holding book signings as well. 
10 am - 2 pm. Flagler College West Lawn, www.
flagler.edu 

Nov 27 – 28  44TH ANNUAL FALL ARTS AND 
CRAFTS FESTIVAL  Enjoy over 150 of the finest 
regional and national artists displaying jewelry, 
glass blowing, sculpture, woodwork, pottery, 
paintings, photography, textile batik and much 
more. Festival activities include Kids Art Zone, 
Cultural Displays, Artist Demos, Raffle Prizes and 
an Artist Paint Out. Entertainment will be provide 
by the Gamble Rogers Folk Festival. Admission is 
a $1 donation. 10 am - 5 pm.  Francis Field, Cas-
tillo Drive, St. Augustine, 829-2273 

Through Jan 28  MIXED CARGO  The Jacksonville 
Port Authority (JAXPORT) has partnered with the 

Art Guild of Orange Park (AGOP) and the Society 
of Mixed Media Artists (SoMMA) to create Mixed 
Cargo, an environmentally-friendly art exhibit. 
JAXPORT initiated the exhibit, donating about 200 
unused copies of its 2008 Annual Report to art-
ists from AGOP and SoMMA. The award-winning 
booklet features images by the late photographer 
Kelly LaDuke as well as recycled papers such 
as Strathmore Deckled Edge, Glama Natural and 
Domtar Cougar. The exhibit will not only preserve 
these inspiring images and wonderful papers but 
also bring together artists throughout Northeast 
Florida and educate the community about the 
port. JAXPORT Cruise Terminal, 9810 August Dr. 
Info: www.artguildoforangepark.com

CUMMER MUSEUM OF ART & GARDENS
Thru Nov 14 THE ART OF WAR  From the collec-
tion of Major General Gerry Maloney USAF (Ret.). 
Government agencies issued posters during World 
War II, used art and graphic design to inspire 
the American war effort. A number of posters 
advocated for women in the workplace. Thru 
Nov 14 EUGENE LOUIS CHARVOT: FAVORITE 
FACES, FAVORITE PLACES  Charvot primarily 
created sketches in ink and pencil and paintings 
in watercolor. His last works, small views of Paris, 
were exquisitely executed sketches of the busy 
city. Created in a variety of formats, some were 
squared for later enlargement as can be seen 
by the presence of transfer grids. The exhibition 
features 33 works on paper. Thru March 6, 2011 
WOMEN OF VISION: ART BEYOND SIGHT  The 
exhibition features botanical drawings, music-
inspired paintings and poetry created by local 
women who experience low vision or blindness. 
They have used their hands and minds to create 
powerful works of art. Nov 9 ARMED FORCES 
NIGHT A free family celebration of Veterans and 
active/retired Military with live music and art mak-
ing activities featuring The Art of War exhibition. 4 
to 8 pm.  VETERANS DAY WEEKEND The Cummer 
celebrates Veterans Day all weekend with FREE 
admission for military personnel and their families, 
beginning Thursday, November 11 through Sunday 
the 14th. Nov 18 - Jan 2  ART VENTURES: SUP-
PORTING THE ARTS IN JACKSONVILLE FOR 20 
YEARS  Since 1990, The Community Foundation 
in Jacksonville has used its Art Ventures initiative 
to support the work of 86 individual artists and 38 
small arts organizations in Northeast Florida. Cele-
brate this inspiring philanthropic endeavor, and the 

art and artists who have enriched our community. 
Opening reception with hors d’oeuvres and cash 
bar on Wed, Nov 17, 6 - 8 pm. RSVP by Novem-
ber 10 to Wendy Stanley at (904) 899-6007 or 
wstanley@cummer.org. Admission to the Cum-
mer is free every Tuesday from 4 to 9 pm. Parents 
should check out Drop-In Art on Tuesdays from 
5- 6 pm where children ages 4 to 10 will have the 
opportunity to explore the galleries or gardens and 
experiment with a different art process. Cummer 
Museum of Art & Gardens, 829 Riverside Ave. 
Info: 356-6857 (general), 355-0630 (class reser-
vations) or www.cummer.org

MOCA JACKSONVILLE
Thru Jan. 9  EAST / WEST: VISUALLY SPEAK-
ING  Contemporary Art from China. Thru Nov 14  
IMAGINATION SQUARED  The Creative Response 
Experiment: Imagination Squared. A community 
art project created by Christina Foard and Dolf 
James, by more than 900 local artists, is a 
grid of small boxes representing a snapshot of 
Jacksonville’s imagination. Nov 4 - Dec 1  INNER 
CITY PHOTOGRAPHY  The Art Of Photojournal-
ism by Ronald Bayles is a special exhibition to 
coincide with a blanket, jacket and food drive to 
benefit the Sulzbacher Center & our city’s Home-
less population. Donations may be dropped off 
at the Museum Store during the run of this show. 
Nov 18 - Jan 23  CONTEMPORARY LANDSCAPE 
PAINTING SHOWCASE AT UNF AND MOCA  The 
vibrant and extravagant landscapes of Lilian Gar-
cia-Roig, a Florida State University art professor, 
are the focus of two upcoming exhibitions, “Hy-
berbolic Nature,” at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Jacksonville, a cultural resource of UNF, and 
“More Than a Brush with Nature” on campus at 
the UNF Art Gallery. Both exhibits are running 
simultaneously beginning November 18 through 
January 23, 2011. Carrying on the tradition of 
painting outdoors like Impressionist masters such 
as Monet and Cezanne, Garcia-Roig uses a cen-
tury-old technique known as en plein air—French 
for “in the open air” and often used to describe 
the act of painting outdoors. MOCA Jacksonville, 
333 North Laura St. Info: 366-6911 or www.
mocajacksonville.org, www.unf.edu

If you have an art event you would like to have 
listed in EU Jacksonville, please send complete 
information to: info@entertainingu.com by the 
20th of the month prior to the event.
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 Built around an incredible collection of 
WWII war effort posters, the Art of War Exhibi-
tion at the Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens 
would be worth a look for both the graphic art 
enthusiast and the historically minded.
 The collection got started by Major General 
Gerald Stack Maloney, Jr., whose desire to own 
these posters was sparked by the ambition to 
become an air force pilot. Gerry was just nine 
years old, standing on a bluff on Cape Cod Bay, 
when a T-40 plane buzzed the beach, right at his 
eye level. He waved to the pilot, the pilot did a 
wing-over, came back again and they waved at 
each other. That was the moment that Maloney 
decided what he wanted to be when he grew up: 
“And I said, ‘I want to be a fi ghter pilot. I’m go-
ing to be a fi ghter pilot.’”
 Then, when his father’s business got a war 
poster to put up, Gerry wrote the governmental 
agency responsible for printing that particular 
poster to get more posters. As he was crazy 
about airplanes, he wrote in the hopes that he 
would get a poster with a plane on it. Despite not getting what he wanted to begin with, he thought 
the posters were interesting, so he began collecting them, writing to multiple agencies responsible for 
printing the posters each week throughout the war. The result was an astounding collection of more 
than 200 posters.
 Maloney himself is as engaging his collection, as he tells the story of his path to becoming a 
fi ghter pilot despite tremendous odds. He was dyslexic before anyone knew what that meant and part 
of two fi ngers and a thumb was blown off when he was young. There was no room for disability of 
any kind at a time when fi ghter pilots were supposed to be perfect.
 As to the posters themselves, they are riveting and surprisingly relevant. Posters encouraging 
recycling, women in the workforce and even one of an African-American Vet, who worked on the fac-
tory line after he was sent home for injuries, all seem fresh and progressive for our perception of the 
times. But these messages are contrasted by somewhat religious or highly politically incorrect mes-
sages that would never be printed by a government agency today. The caricature of the Japanese, a 
Nazi uniformed hand plunging a knife into a Bible and images of crosses are all memes that serve to 
separate that time from this.
 The messages are clear and dramatic for a reason. Their aim, says Cummer Curator Holly Keris 
was “to inspire, engage, scare or otherwise mobilize Americans who were here on the home front.” 
Some use simple lines and could have been drawn up by a design student today. Others show their 
age or a sentimentality that rings sincere, perhaps because of the time. One of Gerry’s favorite post-
ers is that of a Spaniel dog laying on couch waiting for a master who never came home from the war.
 In the back of the exhibition, you’ll fi nd a video slide show tribute to our local military men and 
women. These are all photos submitted to the museum when the Cummer asked the community for 
family photos of the our soldiers. The presentation has images from current military life to black and 
white photos from confl icts past.
 The Art of War will be showing through November 14 at the Cummer Museum of Art and Gar-
dens. For more info, go to www.cummer.org.

THE ART OF WAR
BY ERIN THURSBY

Professional Basketball
Returns To Jacksonville

15 Home Games @ Jacksonville Arena
Saturday Dec. 4 vs. San Francisco Rumble

Sunday Dec. 5 vs. Miami Haiti Relief
Sunday Dec. 12 vs. Savannah Storm

Tickets As 
Low As

$4
with season pass

Call 355-6531 or visit www.ABAjax.com



eujacksonville.com  | NOVEMBER 2010 21

EU: How has the Conmoto changed this year?
Jon: The biggest change is the absence of Brian Hicks. I started this festival in 1994 with five bands 
and a night at a Lions Club in Orange Park. It was at that show where I met Brian when he was per-
forming with Gizzard. Every year he and Chris Strawn would help me promote the festival. In 2000 he 
suggested we make it bigger. Through Brian’s vision and awareness of the talent in this city, we were 
able to stage almost 200 bands in a single day that year and the following year. Brian really brought 
this festival to its potential, a potential I could never have even imagined without him. After a long and 
painful struggle with cancer, Brian passed away this summer. It will never be the same, but this event 
will always be dedicated to him.

EU: Why did you make the change to Harvest of Hope and what differences will that make for the 
festival?
Jon: This year, in lieu of St. Augustine’s Harvest of Hope Festival getting canceled, the Harvest of 
Hope Foundation came to us and asked if they could be the charity select. They have been immensely 
helpful in organization, leadership, connections and logistics. These guys are pros at fundraising 
through music events, so they are taking an incredible burden off of me and helping me bring the fes-
tival to another level. Everyone should know too, this festival has always been about our community 
and that has not changed. The Harvest of Hope Foundation is giving most of the money from Con-
moto to the Willie Harvey Fund, so that it benefits migrant workers in Northeast Florida.

EU: What would people be surprised to learn about Conmoto this year?
Jon: The Jax Band Project art show at Null Space is going to be really surprising and cool. It will fea-
ture local band posters and flyers from the last twenty years, a band “family tree” by Tommy Arma-
geddon and listening stations where people can peruse Jacksonville’s musical history. We also will 
have some of Jacksonville’s favorite local DJs spinning all local music. If anyone has old local band 
tapes or CDs or flyers, they are invited to bring them and contribute to this cool retrospective. 

EU: What are your favorite moments of the festival you started, organize and oversee?
Jon: Always the bands. Saturday night, when all the venues downtown are rocking with bands and 
music lovers are walking all over the city, that is the most magical experience. That is when you real-
ize Jacksonville’s potential as a city. We have great musicians here and we have a kickass downtown. 
My only wish is that I could attend the Conmoto without having to oversee anything. I’d love to just 
enjoy it and not have to worry.

EU: Besides raising the money for Harvest of Hope, why is this festival important?
Jon: Rather than complaining about how our city could be better and hoping someone somewhere 
will make it happen for us, we are taking the reins and making our city better. We are showing every-
one that it can be done, we just need good ideas and people that will carry them out. Conmoto is an 
example of that, as is the film festival, the animation festival, Art Walk and Summertime in the City.

The ConmoTo musiC & 
ArTs FesTivAl

Jacksonville’s largest annual music festival, the Conmoto Music & Arts Festival, is set to take place on November 

13th. The festival, in its eleventh occurrence, has made the types of changes that could potentially propel it from a 

locally celebrated event to a regional attraction. The festival’s theme this year is “transcendence,” and this represents 

both philosophical and practical shifts that we spoke with Conmoto’s creator and coordinator Jon Bosworth about.

by brenton crozier

Important Conmoto Information at a Glance

DATE: November 13th

VENUES: Burrito Gallery, TSI Discotheque, Dive Bar, Dos Gatos, the Sinclair and 
several others (conmotofest.com/the-venues)

TICKETS: Purchase at: conmotofest.com/buy-tickets – Ticket prices vary

BANDS: Crash the Satellites, After the Bomb Baby, Tuffy, Civilization, Dig Dog, 
Chicken & Whisky, When Tides Collide, Christina Wagner, Dave Fountain and much 
more. (see conmotofest.com/lineup for full lineup)

PROCEEDS BENEFIT: Harvest of Hope Foundation: www.harvestofhope.net
Information: conmotofest.com 

It’s a music festival that doesn’t cater to one genre, gives you the opportunity to ex-
perience some of the city’s best venues, celebrates Jacksonville culture and raises 
money for a good cause. You have plenty of notice, the weather is going to be just 
right and there is something for everyone . . . buy your tickets and enjoy!
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 Ever wonder just how your favorite band happens to come 
to Northeast Florida to do a show? If you peel back all the layers 
of record labels, publicists and marketing you’ll always find a 
promoter that envisioned the event.
 In Jacksonville, the large majority of the major concert acts 
at the Arena are coordinated locally through SMG while at St. 
Augustine’s Amphitheatre and at Jacksonville’s historic Florida 
Theatre acts are booked by their staff. Most of these types of 
concerts are part of a band’s national tour schedule and feature 
well known musicians that bring a large fan base. They also host 
a variety of specialized local events.
 But there’s plenty of great bands around that can’t fill 
3500+ seat venues but that we want to hear. That’s where the 
local music entrepreneurs such as Tim Hall, Judy Van Zant, Fly-
ing Saucer Productions headed by Tib Miller and Jason Lewis of 
Orange Garden Productions come in. They bring in many eclectic 
shows to Jacksonville stages, from gigantic Metro Park to the 
comfortably cozy confines of Underbelly in 5 Points or Jack Rab-
bits.

J’ville’s newest producer: Interview 
with Jimmy Saal
 The new face on the block is Jimmy Saal who’s launched 
Atypical Arts production company. Jimmy hails from the NY/DC 
area and brings a fresh perspective and a very unique brand 
of entertainment to the First Coast. He has an ambitious nine 
show schedule for his first year of Atypical Arts, which has 
already brought in the delightful multi-media musical carnival of 
Balthrop, Alabama and, as part of the Jacksonville Film Festival, 
the cautionary film documentary of the band Fishbone, Everyday 
Sunshine, to the 5 Points Theatre which included an after film 
discussion with renowned music journalist, Greg Tate.
 “I want to build something different for Jacksonville. I love it 
here and have discovered friends here that really enjoy and sup-
port uniquely intelligent shows and that’s something I can do.” 
Jimmy explained recently over a plate of Mojo’s barbque.
 What started as nearly a drafted position, Jimmy was 
named to head up the Virgina College’s concert committee and in 
1979 packed the venue with the J. Giles Band and the Fabulous 

Thunderbirds. That’s when he caught the entertainment bug. 
Soon he was managing a popular DC band called the Good Guys 
and before long was hitting the tour trail along with a rock band 
called Simply Red. “That first tour was an eye opening event,” 
quips Saal. “I seem to remember we played a gig in Jacksonville 
at Einstein A Go-Go.”
 Road work with a band can be wearing, so Jimmy landed 
in New York and was offered a position at the newly started Spin 
Magazine, where he joined the publication at issue #6 then later 
served as Advertising Director for Vibe Magazine. Jimmy re-
turned to event promoting with Central Park’s Summer Stage Fest 
with five different shows per week and also the avante guarde 
Lincoln Theatre Festival. “The opera crowds are the most aggres-
sive,” laughs Jimmy. “They stand at the stage door and demand 
to use the restroom. They can get vicious.”
 “The biggest show we ever did was with the band Ratdog 
(the spin off members of the Grateful Dead). It was the day after 
Jerry Garcia died and the crowd just continued to build and build. 
You’d look around and see all kinds of famous people like Paul 
Simon sitting there, just hanging out and enjoying the show.”
 Jimmy went on to produce touring shows with Elvis 
Costello and Ziggy Marley. Saal then went national, staging live 
radio productions of the Grammy, Emmy, Superbowl and Country 
Music Awards.
 So, what brings this high caliber producer to our fair city? 
“The love of a good woman,” states Jimmy emphatically, as he 
went on to explain his wife, Dr. Felicia Snead, took a position 
at the Mayo Clinic. So he and their two sons, Marley and Miles 
moved here and made Avondale their home. 
 Look for some exciting shows in the coming months from 
Atypical Arts. By tapping his “heavy” pals from the entertainment 
industry, Jimmy is able to bring special films to Jacksonville au-
diences with the added experience of an open discussion follow-
ing the screening with the real-deal music writers and artists who 
witnessed the event.
 Look for Bob Marley: Soul Rebel on November 11th at the 
Five Points Theatre with Vivien Goldman, an ex-punk artist and 
well known music writer and author, who wrote two bios on Mar-
ley. She’s also a professor of Punk & Reggae at the Clive Davis 
School of Record Music at NYU in NYC.
 Passing Strange from Spike Lee will be shown on December 

MAKING THE SHOW GO ON
Music Promoters and Producers

16th with a conversation with Bill Bragin, one of the leading live 
music producers in the US and Director of Public Programming 
of Lincoln Center.
 And for New Year’s Eve 2010, EU Jacksonville teams up 
with Atypical Arts to present a year-end celebration show that 
will be remembered for many new years to come by bringing to 
Jacksonville’s historic Five Points Theatre the New Orleans Bingo 
Show. This strange show is part cabaret, part burlesque, a little 
vaudeville and all New Orleans awesome.  
 The New Year’s Eve show will kick off at 9 pm on Friday, 
December 31 at the Five Points Theatre and is being presented 
by Riverside Dental & Silver Chiropractic with part of the pro-
ceeds benefiting JASMYN & the Riverside Arts Market. For more 
info and tickets visit: www.AtypicalArts.eventbrite.com.

photo by daniel goncalves
Jimmy Saal
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 Over the years major modern music fes-
tivals seem to have fled the First Coast. We 
haven’t had a Warped Tour since 2007, Harvest 
of Hope Fest won’t be happening next year and 
PlanetFest folded when Planet Radio did. But 
these ghosts of concerts past aren’t stopping 
Jacksonville’s reigning new rock radio station 
from throwing its own party this fall. The Big 
Ticket, X102.9’s latest concert event, promises 
to give local music fans what they crave: an an-
nual, day-long festival with big names on the bill 
at an affordable price. The event will be held on 
Friday, December 3rd at Metropolitan Park.
 The Big Ticket was born after local concert 
promoter extraordinaire Jason Lewis of Orange Garden Productions introduced X102.9’s 
team to Danny Wimmer of Right Arm Entertainment, the company responsible for massive 
festivals like Cleveland’s Rock on the Range and Southern California’s Epicenter Festival. Out 
of that meeting came the idea for an event that’s a little different from what Jacksonville fans 
may be used to, at least when it comes to the line-up. 
 “I think in terms of radio festivals- this is a radio festival, this is [X102.9’s] day- I think 
they provided a line-up that isn’t your traditional rock/metal-based line-up,” Lewis explained 
when we spoke to him about the Big Ticket. “There is some of that included but it’s a lot 
more diverse.”
 Indeed, there’s a little something for everyone on the bill. Blues rock duo the Black Keys 
will perform as well as rock bands Chevelle, Anberlin and Switchfoot, funk rockers Paper 
Tongues, Gainesville punks Against Me!, reggae rock act Dir ty Heads and Ocala metalcore 
band A Day to Remember.  
 “We’re excited to have a fun event in Jacksonville this fall,” Lewis says. “It’s a big, fun 
event that appeals to a lot of different people. It’s not just for one type of crowd. It’s not just 
for heavy metalheads or indie rockers or beach bums. Hopefully it appeals to all of those and 
more.”
 Local psychedelic rock duo Sunbears! are scheduled to perform at the Big Ticket, but 
they aren’t the only Jax-based band you’re likely to see. X102.9 and Brewster’s Pit will be 
hosting a battle of the bands competition for a chance to perform at the festival. Bands inter-
ested in winning the coveted spot are encouraged to visit http://hdvideopro.ipower.com/brew-
sterspitandpub/Page7.html for more information.    
 Lewis says we can expect the Big Ticket to be an annual event, always taking place the 
weekend after Thanksgiving. It should also be noted that this isn’t the only festival Lewis is 
involved in. Though there’s not much to report at this time, he did confirm that he’s working 
on resurrecting the Talleyrand Music & Arts Festival and hopes to hold it either in the late 
spring or early summer of 2011.
 General admission tickets for the Big Ticket are $25 in advance and $35 at the gate. You 
can also purchase VIP passes for $50, which includes exclusive access to the best seats in 
the house, special restrooms and extra bars. You can get your tickets through Ticketmaster 
or avoid service fees by picking them up at certain MetroPCS stores. For a list of ticket outlet 
locations or for all the latest information on the festival, visit www.x1029.com/music/thebig-
ticket.html.
 

The Big Ticket
By Kellie ABrAhAmson

photo by Savannah Shray

Paper Tongues
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       This month EU sat down with locally-renowned artist The IGive. You may recall seeing 
him on the CW’s YourJax Music in September when he was a featured musician and host. 
During our chat we discussed music, life and spirituality.
       The IGive has been drawn to music for as long as he can remember. He recalls using 
his toy box and pots and pans as drums when he was a toddler. He started writing music 
at the age of eight, wrote his first rap song in the 5th grade and hasn’t stopped since.
       “This is something I wanted to do… I started finding venues. I didn’t have beats at 
the time so I started kickin’ my raps as poetry. That’s how it all got started.”
       People began recognizing his natural ability to flow and offered to work with him by 
providing tracks to go along with his powerful lyrics. Being constantly aware of his sur-
roundings, The IGive’s lyrics are progressive and positive, full of social commentary, com-
munity awareness, domestic issues and just plain fun. The IGive calls his music “Rhythm 
and Poetry,” a blend of all urban genres including hip hop, soul, jazz, spoken word, gospel, 
R&B and even rock. His live performances are interactive and often include a live band. 
When describing his musical ability and passion he puts it this way: “The stage is my 
pulpit and my lyrics [are] like my Bible… Lyrically I have something to offer. It’s more than 
just punch lines.”
       Raised in a religious home, The IGive is aware of God in music. “If God didn’t exist 
I couldn’t do music… Music is for the soul, seriously, and everything we put out into the 
universe has an effect. I know that my gift is from Him… Even though some people might 
not agree with my approach, I know that my relationship, it’s real, it’s raw and it’s honest.”
       His first full length album Rhythm & Poetry is out now. The disc is definitely a high-
quality product with great music and inspiring, thought-provoking lyrics. The IGive uses all 
original tracks with various guest artists like Mr. Al Pete, Monica Monet and others.
       You can catch The IGive the first and third Thursday of every month at Café 331 
where he hosts “The Cypher Open Mic Poetry & Soul.” Check him out online at www.
facebook.com/pages/The-IGive and purchase his CD Rhythm & Poetry at www.cdbaby.
com/cd/IGive.

     In 2007, Stay Tuned Studios opened on the Southside, located on Florida Mining Boulevard near 
Phillips Highway. I was there for the festivities. At the time I was impressed with the facility, which is 
unique in Jacksonville.
     Last week, three years later, I visited now sole owner Don Ringhofer for an update. Happily, for 
Don and the musicians in town, he is thriving, renting out plush studios for musicians to practice, 
audition new members, or players who just want to jam with other musicians. Operations Manager 
Tanya Kroeber was also present during my chat with Don. 
     This facility is unlike any rehearsal hall any musician has ever seen. Each studio is finely deco-
rated with plenty of lighting and is individually climate-controlled and sound-proofed. There are four 
studios, one of which is a large showcase studio complete with a leather couch for onlookers or 
industry professionals checking out the group.
     Best news of all, any musician can afford two hours or more at Stay Tuned (hint: prices start in 
the $20 per hour range). Don said his prices are the same as three years ago, except he raised one 
price by a dollar. Musicians can save by booking block time.
     Don went on to say that now he has the ability to record inside each studio, mix and print CDs. 
He also offers reasonably-priced quality CD duplication. On a shelf in the lobby, there are a long line 
of CDs that were recorded, mixed and printed at Stay Tuned. Many of the artists are well known in the 
local and national music community.
     While I was there on a Thursday night, Don had a full house with eight bands scheduled during 
the evening, up until midnight, closing time. They were: Friends from California, Melodic Experience, 
the Fences, Journey Church, Hard Rain, Blameless, Ten West and Kemistree.
     Musicians can haul in what equipment they want or use the house amps or rent Stay Tunes’ 
quality selection of acoustic and electric guitars and basses. They also have drum setups available. 
They sell strings, drum sticks, snacks and sodas. If you just bring yourself, they can accommodate 
you with an instrument and amp. Each studio has its own sound system, so you don’t have to drag in 
a PA.
     Curious, I asked Don how he accounts for his amazing survival at a time when many businesses 
went under during the economic apocalypse of 2008? 
     “Musicians have a passion to play to make them happy. We are a low cost Mecca for musicians 
to play, whether it’s for a band, or their own pleasure. Tanya and I are musicians and we know what 
musicians need and want out of a rehearsal and recording facility.”
     If a band needs a demo CD, Stay Tuned can give a band a quality disc at a reasonable price for 
100 color CDs burned and printed, standard jewel cases, two panel full color insert and tray cards. 
     Stay Tuned offers live sound engineering for live gigs. They will deliver and setup one of two 
3200 watt sound systems and run your sound for less than you think. 
     A complete list of Stay Tuned services makes it a one stop shop for: rehearsing, multi-track 
studio recording, recording live shows, over-dubbing and voice-overs, CDs duplication, vinyl record 
to CD transfers, equipment rental, live sound engineering, musician networking, promo pictures and 
video taping. They also offer package deals and monthly specials.

     Hours are: Monday - Friday, 4 pm until midnight. 1 pm to midnight on Saturday and Sundays.
Call Don or Tanya for specific pricing or other information at 292-9997.
     

The Fabulous sTay 
Tuned sTudios

Three Years After Opening  

By Rick GRant 

The IGive
By RichaRd aBRahamson
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     One of the bands EU checked out this month was Rebels and 
Rogues, a four-piece rock band consisting of Dustin Shacklock (vo-
cals/guitar), Woody Willis (guitar), Jack Ringca (drums) and Russell 
Townsend (bass). Many of these names may seem familiar to you. 
You’ve probably caught them performing in other bands like My 
Hostage (Willis), The Usuals (Ringca), X Sister Z (Ringca), Electric 
President (Ringca), Rapture Indeed (Townsend) and Wings of Vic-
tory (Townsend).
     Rebels and Rogues star ted as an acoustic project between 
Woody and Dustin earlier this year and has evolved into a full 
fledged rock n’ roll band. Thanks to Dustin’s rough vocals, the band 
sounds like rock veterans reminiscent of a time before autotune and 
guy liner. “We just play rock n’ roll,” Dustin said to the crowd at 
Café 331 last month as they got ready to perform. In a world full of 
over-processed vocals and computer generated music, the band’s 
raw sound really stands out and offers comfor t in its simplicity. 
They are not trying to be the next new thing, they just love playing 
music and having a good time. Their live show feels like the scene 

on a TV show or movie where everyone at the bar sings along 
to the songs they know. The band’s interaction with the crowd 
makes you feel like par t of the performance.
     Rebels and Rogues will be opening up for Frank Turner 
Thursday, November 11th at Jack Rabbits, a perfect match, if 
you ask me. Woody explained how they went about securing 
the opening slot: in order to open, the band would have to be 
approved by Turner’s people and after providing a link to their 
Facebook page (which currently has only one song), they re-
ceived approval in a just a couple of hours, a process which can 
normally take days.
     The band is planning on recoding an acoustic split with Beau 
Crum and their first EP in December. Both albums are scheduled 
to be released early 2011. Be sure to come see Rebels and Rogue 
November 11th with Frank Turner or check them out at Carly Fest 
(a cancer benefit) on December 10th at Unit Six with Kids Like 
Us, Set Apar t, Stomptown Kids and many more. You can check 
out the band online at www.facebook.com/rebelsnrogues
 

Rebels and Rogues
By RichaRd aBRahamson
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JACK DIABLO: So Tom, you’ve come a long way since we last spoke at the old storage unit. How 
have things changed or gotten easier for you since you’ve moved in here at Warehouse Studios?
TOM ESSEX: It hasn’t gotten any easier, but given us more to do which is awesome because it’s 
opened more doors. We’re able to do more as far as recording goes. Even my knowledge of record-
ing has tripled since I was at the storage unit. I know now how to properly record. Before I was just 
learning as I was going but Ryan’s been doing this for a while and is teaching me everything he 
knows. Now we have this studio and gear we got from Ryan’s father-in-law and our friend Jason 
Busch who’s an engineer that does the mastering for us too. A lot of the gear and mics, he built. That 
definitely helps a lot with the production.
RYAN TURK: He showed us how to do this really cool trick with macadamia nuts. Ever since we 
learned that, things have just taken off. 
JACK: So macadamia nuts are the secret ingredient.
 
JACK: Tell us about some of the new bands that have come on-board since last year.
TOM: Rice has put out an EP called Breathe and Wild Life Society put out an EP as well. Both of them 
are working on full length albums right now. Ryan’s now a part of Rice. Right before I was moving in 
here I was going to start recording Rice but then I found out I was moving here and it ended up better 
because of the better gear, so that came out really good. What else have we done since then?
MIKE MARTIN: That was about the same time Ryan started recording Wild Life Society and then they 
decided to join.
 
JACK: So they started recording first and then became affiliated with Skinny Records?
RYAN: Oh yeah, I’ve probably been recording them for the past year and a half.
TOM: Also, Drew Bond of Opiate Eyes did a solo EP.
RYAN: It’s been the year of EPs.
TOM: And now I think everybody is working on an album.
RYAN: Hopefully all of these albums will be coming out about the same time which will be really cool. 
And then we have the Skinny Records comp that we’ve been busting our asses on and I’m really ex-
cited about that. Wudun just came in and did a song and it’s seriously one of the best songs I’ve ever 
heard in my life, it’s just the coolest song ever. RickoLus did a song for the comp that he’s still work-
ing on which is going to be amazing.
 

JACK: So there will be other bands that aren’t necessarily affiliated with Skinny?
RYAN: Basically it’s just bands we like and music we want to put out. We’re going to put our money 
together and do our best to try and put this out on vinyl and we really want to have it full of bands that 
we like and want to listen to.
TOM: It started last year but has formed into something completely different. The songs have never 
been used before and will all be original for the compilation. We invited the bands and they come here 
and record it. There’s going to be about 25 bands and hopefully we can keep it going so we can do 
one every couple of years or so.
 
JACK: So Ryan, is there a particular aesthetic or philosophy you adhere to in your recording?
RYAN: That’s a tough question. I really like lo-fi sounds because I came from listening to a lot of 
nineties indie rock and stuff like that. But that’s just my personal taste. If someone wants a super-big 
hi-fi sounding record, we can do that also. Basically the whole thing is just use your ears, there’s 
no right or wrong way to do it. It only matters that it sounds good in the end. You could be using a 
crappy tape-recorder and the crappiest mic in the world but as long as the performance is good and it 
sounds good, that’s all that matters.
 
JACK: Tell us a little about the history of Warehouse Studio.
RYAN: It was built in 1968. Skynard recorded their first album here, they did the first version of 
‘Freebird’ here. Classics IV recorded here back in the day. Molly Hatchett did two gold records here. 
A bunch of bands recorded here over the years. It’s just a great room, it’s been here for a long time. 
This guy Tom Markham owned it for like 36 years. He’s the guy that pretty much taught me every-
thing I know, he’s the guy who used to throw stuff at me. He retired and sold it and I just happened to 
luck out and get to move in to the building. But it’s definitely a piece of Jacksonville history. It’s totally 
got that old vibe with the musty, dusty smell but we like it, it works for us.
 The studio is expensive as hell and we aren’t making any money, so we definitely need business. 
We’re willing to wheel and deal and we’ll beat anyone else’s prices. With the preamps we have here 
compared to what most of the other studios are running, it’s just crazy. We’ve got 16 inputs of really 
nice, high-end preamps and most of the other studios have two, three, maybe four decent preamps. 
We end up recording a lot of hip hop, gospel, country and whatever comes through the door but we’d 
love to record indie rock bands and punk bands all day long. But we’re definitely willing to work with 
whatever anybody’s got.
 
JACK: What are your goals for the future in terms of the business-side of things?
TOM: My main goal, more than making money and getting compensated for doing what we do, is to 
get the CDs out there whether we make any money or not. I think it will pay off in the long run.
RYAN: We really want to get some of our bands over to Europe to try to do some touring even if it’s 
just playing what we can get. One good thing is that we’ve got the capability to make as many CDs as 
we want now. We can print on them and mass produce them. When Opiate Eyes is out touring they’ll 
be handing CDs out and trying to sell as many as they can but more importantly, just promoting the 
label. What we’d really like is for the studio to take off and start making money so it can pay for itself 
and have enough left over so we can do more production deals with the bands we really like. Hope-
fully one day we can sell enough records that we can do it like a real label but at the same time we 
want to keep it as far away from a corporate structure as possible.
 
JACK: Lately I’ve noticed several shared bills between Skinny Records and Bakery Outlet Records 
in St. Augustine. How did that relationship form?
TOM: Rich Diem, the owner of Bakery Outlet, is a good friend of mine. I became friends with him 

Skinny RecoRdS
	 Last	time	I	spoke	with	Tom	Essex	of	Skinny	Records,	he	was	managing	a	one-man	recording	operation	and	upstart	record	label	out	of	a	

public	storage	unit	off	of	Southside	Boulevard	with	a	roster	or	relatively	unknown	bands.	Since	then	his	empire	has	expanded.	He’s	brought	

in	partners,	moved	into	a	professional	recording	studio	and	created	household	names	out	of	several	of	his	bands.	It’s	been	about	a	year	

since we first met and figured it was high time to catch up and see for myself just how far Skinny Records has come in such a short time.

	 For	our	interview	I	met	up	with	Tom	along	with	new	partners	Ryan	Turk,	who	has	been	running	the	historic	Warehouse	Studios	off	of	

Emerson	and	Phillips	Highway	for	the	past	year,	and	Mike	Martin	who	handles	much	of	Skinny’s	design	duties.	  By Jack DiaBlo

Opiate Eyes
Wild Life Society
Besotes
RICE
AC Deathstrike
Robin Rütenberg
Drew Bond

John Boote
The Dean Martians
Gnarly By Nature
Timecat
All You Can Eat
Meem

BANDS ON SKINNY 
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through a friend of mine in Gainesville who introduced me to Jacob Hamilton who plays in Tubers 
with Rich. Rich and I started bouncing ideas off of each other because we’re in the same boat al-
though he’s been doing it longer than me. He might start recording bands up here and he sets up 
shows in St. Augustine.
 
JACK: Skinny Records has found a home of sorts at the Sinclair which has changed ownership 
and management several times over the past year. What about it keeps you coming back?
RYAN: I think it’s cool because there’s a nice green room up there and we like having that for the 
bands. And partly because I’m the sound guy so I’m game for whatever. We like the Sinclair because 
the Sinclair lets us do whatever we want to do really.
TOM: It’s still a new club so I think it has the potential to be really cool.
 
JACK: So other than the comp and assorted full lengths are there any big plans for the future?
RYAN: Well we plan on taking over the world, that’s number one, then moving to Canada.
TOM: When the comp comes out there’s definitely going to be like a weekend festival with all the 
bands playing that are on it.
RYAN: There’s been some talk about getting a Gummi Bear endorsement, so we’re working towards 
that.
TOM: Opiate Eyes is touring up to Boston starting December 1st with the first show at Underbelly 
after Art Walk.
RYAN: We’re trying to teach everyone this trick with macadamia nuts because once our whole crew 
gets that trick and spreads it to the world, it’s on from there. Everyone’s going to have their head-
phones on nodding their heads to Opiate Eyes and Rice, it’s going to be cool.
 
JACK: So is there truth to the rumor of a beef between Skinny and Infintesmal Records?
TOM: No, there is no beef between Infintesmal and Skinny Records. I always get that though.
RYAN: Why would people say that? I’m all for anybody that’s going to try to do anything to help local 
music.
TOM: We’ve talked about it before but somehow, I guess because we don’t always do shows together 
that people automatically assume there’s a beef.
RYAN: That’s ridiculous, I didn’t know that. That’s weird!
 
 With access to high-end recording equipment, studio rehearsal space and a dedicated team 
of hard-working individuals, the Skinny machine shows no signs of slowing down any time soon. 
For more information on Skinny Records and their upcoming events, look them up on Facebook, 
MySpace and Twitter and be sure to catch an upcoming Skinny Saturday at the Sinclair.

albums

Artist: Rice 
Album: Breathe EP
Label: Skinny Records
 
 One of Skinny Records latest recruits, Rice, are in the 
process of writing and recording their first full-length 
album. Until then, their Breathe EP should appease you. 
The four-song CD gives you a taste of what we can ex-

pect in the future. It satisfies while leaving you hungry for more.
 Lead singer Michael Martin’s vocals oscillate between the vibrato of a self-dep-
recating Conor Oberst and Isaac Brock at his most brooding. His lyrics are anything 
but overly-optimistic and seem to focus on the complications of relationships. Even 
at their most positive, the songs painfully acknowledge the possibility of failure and 
heartache.
  The interplay between guitarists Paige McMullen and Christopher Pringle is exe-
cuted so that neither ever really takes center stage even during their respective leads. 
Each provides an equal contribution to the overall sound so that the lack of one or the 
other would take away from the whole of the song. In other words, there is no redun-
dancy, but rather the two are necessary complements. What results is reminiscent of 
early Saddle Creek with a touch of the Cure. Now that the big thing is going back to 
two and three-piece bands, it’s always nice to hear a five-piece that works this well 
together. The production on the album is top-notch, as should be expected with Ryan 
Turk pulling double duty, providing the bass, backing vocals and keys as well as the 
recording and mixing itself. The sound is clean and the layers blend naturally. Added 
sounds and effects make this debut far more than a demo release; it’s a legitimate 
recording from a promising young band. To achieve the gravitas this album presents, 
most bands would hire need to hire a producer. Rice is lucky enough to have one in 
the band.
  Albeit a relatively new band, Rice is on track to make certain waves in and 
beyond Jacksonville. Their first video for ‘Would You’ was featured in the latest in-
stallment of the Jacksonville Music Video Revival and if Breathe is any indication, the 
future looks bright for these up-and-coming musicians. - BY JACK DIABLO

Artist: Opiate Eyes 
Album: The Glimmers
Label: Skinny Records
 
 If Opiate Eyes has their way, the doors of the St. 
John’s Cathedral will one day become a landmark 
for rock and roll historians. Just like the cover of 
the Beatles’ Abbey Road is often recreated...picture 

men in wedding dresses posing on the steps of the historical Jacksonville church. I 
might be accused of exaggerating, until you hear The Glimmers, Opiate Eyes’ debut 
album on Skinny Records.
  Opiate Eyes deliver a kind of friendly post-punk, possessing a subdued energy 
that flir ts with dissonance without offending. If a band’s sound was inseparable 
from its geography, Opiate Eyes would inhabit whatever lies directly between Ath-
ens, GA and DC. Luckily they hail from Duval County and have pleased its residents 
everywhere from Shantytown to the Riverside Arts Market stage. The Glimmers 
spans an impressively wide array of dynamics, emotions and styles without being 
disjointed. R.E.M. can come to mind, immediately followed by Dismemberment 
Plan and Cursive. They are able to wander down technical and at times, slightly 
experimental roads without straying from a certain pop-sensibility that allows them 
to be widely accepted and appreciated. It’s safe to say that they would be equally 
adored by fans of indie, punk and math-rock alike.
  It’s not uncommon to see a really talented, newer band such as Opiate Eyes 
live and be far more impressed by their show than the CD you take home. The op-
posite is equally as likely, but The Glimmers is a faithful representation and Opiate 
Eyes is one of the few bands that sounds just as good recorded as they do live. In 
fact, the production details on the album more than make up for the lost effect of 
experiencing the music in person.
  Opiate Eyes will put their music to the ultimate test as they embark on an East 
Coast tour this month. As they represent some of the best in local Jacksonville 
music, they will no doubt make a lasting impression on the cities that are fortunate 
enough to receive them. - BY JACK DIABLO

The Band’s Perspective: Mike Martin of Rice  
 
JACK DIABLO: From the perspective of a band member, what has working with Skinny 
Records done for you that you might not have been able to accomplish on your own?

MIKE MARTIN: Well, honestly Rice is first band I’ve ever been in, Chris and I had never been 
in a band before. We just got together, started making some songs, then Paige and Summer 
came. We played our first show at Shantytown and Tom came up to us and was like, “Hey, 
you guys are great.” We worked out a deal for him to record the EP for us and everything just 
started fitting together. Now I’m learning how to do all this crazy recording stuff that I’ve al-
ways wanted to do. Skinny Records has a name for itself so I feel like I’m really doing some-
thing important with other people in Jacksonville. All of the bands that are here are working 
really hard to make something great happen. So, it’s been good.

Rice
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 Over a decade ago, an established Irish 
recording artist took a gamble that has since 
continued to pay off in high dividends. Spade 
McQuade had nothing to lose when a friend 
reached out from across the pond and sug-
gested he try his hand singing traditional Irish 
tunes at a faraway Florida pub.
 That was 13 years ago. Now, McQuade 
may be the most recognizable Irish import in 
Jacksonville since Guinness.
 “My friend, Pearse Doherty, told me they 
needed an Irish singer at Lynch’s [Irish Pub in 
Jacksonville Beach] and I should come over 
and try it for awhile,” McQuade says. “And I 
am still here.”
 When he fi rst arrived from Belfast in 
northern Ireland, Jacksonville Beach was at the 
tail-end of its “blighted” period. New restau-
rants and bars were cropping up in the vacant 
spaces dotting the oceanfront. Lynch’s Irish 
Pub was one of the new kids on the block and 
quickly established itself as a force to be reck-
oned with on the entertainment circuit.
 In Atlantic Beach, the Fly’s Tie was draw-
ing people in and McQuade slid easily between 
the two stages without fuss. Today, you can’t 
throw a rock at the Beaches without hitting an 
Irish pub. Spade McQuade - solo or with his 
merry band of All-stars - are regular fi xtures 
at both Lynch’s and Fly’s Tie as well as Fionn 
MacCool’s, located on the former Einstein A-
Go-Go corner in Jacksonville Beach and Durty 
Nelly’s in Gainesville.
 “Well, when I got here we only had the 
Fly’s Tie and Lynchs,” McQuade says. “Now 
there are six or seven [pubs] I believe.”
 Before his days riling up rowdy bar 
crowds with his repertoire of hearty Irish 
pub songs, McQuade touring nationwide as 
a founding member of the 90s band Energy 
Orchard. The band released two albums on the 
RCA label and three more with Transatlantic 
Records and toured with the likes of Van Mor-
rison, Joe Cocker and Steve Earle.
 Growing pains strained relationships 
within the band and eventually, McQuade and 
the other members of Energy Orchard made 
the decision to part ways.
 “Some people in the band wanted to 
move on to new things,” he says. “Plus, we 
had all grown up together in Belfast so it was 
time to leave the proverbial nest.”
 McQuade looks back on his days with En-
ergy Orchard fondly, recalling how they toured 
with Van Morrison, “getting to hang out with 
him and listen to his life in the music biz” or 
the time the band toured with Joe Cocker and 
played live in front of 100,000 people in Berlin.
 McQuade joined another ensemble cast of 
musicians in the band Celtic Soul and enjoyed 
success for a couple of years on the local club 
and festival scene. Nick Watson is still playing 

with Irish band Rathkeilter and started his own 
studio and McQuade hopes one day for the 
return of vocalist Jana Light.
 “I would love to get Jana Light out play-
ing again,“ he says. “Not enough people in the 
world have heard her sing.”
 Spade McQuade and the All-stars “sort 
of formed themselves,” McQuade says, after a 
revolving turn of artists joined him on stage for 
one reason or another. The current lineup con-
sists of Phil Green on bass, Dan Solomon on 
percussion, Adam Shiras on guitar, Jeff Pier-
son on mandolin and “the amazing” Armond 
Blackwater on Hammond organ and accordion.
 “It was just a case of us either inviting 
people to jam or them asking to sit in,” Mc-
Quade says. “We have been lucky most times 
but sometimes you have to tell the odd guy 
‘sorry, mate’.”
 The majority of the All-stars’ set list is 
covers and about 10 percent are traditional 
Irish songs. McQuade says the band relies 
heavily on the audience’s reaction when trying 
out new material.
 “I will hear a song somewhere and if I like 
it, we try it a few times and it either stays or 
goes by the crowd reaction,” he says.
 McQuade is also performing in support of 
the most recent solo release Belfast Redneck- 
which, he says, is someone born in Belfast 
who now lives in Jacksonville like “me,” he 
says.
 The recording process was a different 
experience but McQuade says he is more than 
satisfi ed with the results.
 “We started with just my guitar and a 
guide vocal, then we would add the drums and 
then we added everyone else as they became 

ENJOY A HEARTY IRISH HELPING
Spade McQuade serves a musical mash of imported blarney & charm

BY LIZA MITCHELL

available,” he says. “It was slow but I like the 
way it sounds.”
  Solomon, a director and screenwriter 
when he’s not pounding away on the djembe 
(pronounced Jim-Bay), shot the video for the 
fi rst single ‘You Old Rock Star.’
 “[It was a] boring nightmare,” jokes 
McQuade. “I could never be an actor, way too 
much sitting and waiting.”
 Solomon is also shopping a feature script 
entitled The Orchard Ville Diaries based on 
McQuade’s days with Energy Orchard. The ef-
fort is still a work in progress, McQuade says. 
“He wants me to get drunk and record all my 
stories that I tell when I am drunk,” he says. 
“You would think it would be easy to organize, 
so come Djembe Dan, where’s the vodka?”
  McQuade has released both Belfast Red-
neck and his CD with the All-stars band on 
iTunes and CD Baby. He is among the growing 
number of artists who turn to the online media 
as a way to release their material without label 
pressure and maximizes the exposure to a 
global audience.
 “I think its great. It cuts out the middle-
man - record companies- who used to take 
anywhere from 70 percent to 90 percent. Now 
the artists get a bigger slice of the pie, plus 
you can add an entire album or one song. All 
new bands should do is get a good lawyer and 
an agent for gigs and they are covered.”
 When asked if there is anything else that 
people should know about him, McQuade is 
coy and keeps his fans guessing.
 “That I am Italian. Sorry, stupid joke,” 
he says with mock seriousness. “It’s that my 
folks needn’t have christened me Spade. My 
real name is…”
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Sometimes good bands don’t come to us, so 
we have to go to them! Here are a few road-
trip-worthy shows to check out this month:

get outta town

venue of the month

local music news

cd releases
NOVEMBER 2
The Autumn Defense Once Around
7 Walkers 7 Walkers
Elvis Costello National Ransom
Neil Diamond Dreams
Brian Eno Small Craft On a Milk Sea

NOVEMBER 9
Cradle of Filth Darkly Darkly Venus Aversa
Cassandra Wilson Silver Pony
The Private Life of David Reed The Private Life 
of David Reed

On November 5th Yulee alt-rockers Shotgun Harbour will have a CD release party for their newest album, The Cover Up, at Freebird Live. In Whispers and Hornit will also be on hand 
for the auspicious occasion. • With heavy hearts, The First Week of August announced that they would be breaking up a few months back. Indie act will have their fi nal show on 
November 6th at the Murray Hill with guests the Gallery and Shelby Brooks. Also appearing for the fi rst and only time since they split are Red Letter Bullet. This is your chance to 
say goodbye to both of these stellar bands. • Local Christian metal-heads Embrace the Empire will unveil their latest release Uprise on November 12th and will be at the Murray Hill 
Theatre to celebrate it. Advocate, Seizing the Final Victory, From Ashes to Empires and Day of Vengeance will also perform. • The Sophomore Attempt’s Jeremiah Dunlap will show 
off his newest project, Northern Colours, with a CD release party at the Murray Hill Theatre on November 13th. The album is titled Standing on My Soul and was offi cially released in 
June, but the Orlando transplant is coming back to Jax to share it with his hometown. Opening for Northern Colours will be Abel and Andrew McCallum.

November 2 Red City Radio /Outbreak / Hour Of The Wolf The Farside (Tallahassee, FL)
November 3 Callers Drunken Unicorn (Atlanta, GA)
November 4 OK Go 40 Watt Club (Athens, GA)
November 5 Anberlin Jannus Landing (St. Petersburg, FL)  
November 6 Sufjan Stevens The Tabernacle (Atlanta, GA) 
November 7 Robyn The Ritz Ybor (Tampa, FL)      
November 8 Adam Haworth Stephens / The Felice Brothers The Social (Orlando, FL)
November 9 Wolf Parade The Social (Orlando, FL)
November 10 Hanson / Jarrod Gorbel Variety Theater (Atlanta, GA)
November 12 Black Mountain / The Black Angels The Earl (Atlanta, GA)
November 13 Frontline Assembly State Theater (Tampa, FL)
November 14 Sun Airway / Bear in Heaven / Cloudland Canyon The Earl (Atlanta, GA)
November 15 Frontline Assembly The Masquerade (Atlanta, GA)
November 16 Roger Waters St. Peter Times Forum (Tampa, FL)
November 16 Dave Matthews Band / Trombone Shorty / Orleans Avenue Philips Arena (Atlanta, GA)
November 20 The Posies / Brendan Benson The Loft (Atlanta, GA)
November 20 Elton John / Leon Russell Ocean Center (Daytona, FL)
November 23 Aloe Blacc Masquerade (Atlanta, GA)
November 24 Combichrist / Aesthetic Perfection / Ivandensphere Masquerade (Atlanta, GA)
November 24 Manchester Orchestra / Dead Confederate / Kevin Devine / Bad Books CW Midtown Complex (Atlanta, GA)
November 27 Minus the Bear / Jimmy Eat World Firestone (Orlando, FL)

Brewster’s Pub & Pit
14003 Beach Blvd. (East Arlington/Beaches)
223-9850, www.myspace.com/brewsterspit

Touring and local rock and metal bands are 

what you can usually expect to hear at the Pit, 

but you may catch the occasional punk, ska 

or reggae act as well. The recently remodeled 

venue features a brand new sound board, 

VIP seating and a wall of fame with photos 

commemorating some of the most memo-

rable acts to play the Pit’s stage. For some of 

Jacksonville’s best cover bands, head next 

door to Brewster’s Pub. The venue offers a full 

bar and you can catch a game on one of the 

Pub’s 13 TVs. For more information visit www.

brewsterspubandpit.com.

Coming This Month
November 3 Wormwood Prophecy / The Ab-

sence

November 5 Hed PE / Axe Murder Boyz / 

Manna Zen

November 9 Suffocation / The Faceless / 

Through the Eyes of the Dead / Decrepit Birth 

/ Fleshgod Apocalypse

November 11 ABK plus Members of the 

Posse

November 22 The Upwelling

November 28 Crowbar / Black Tusk

this month on yourjax music
Check out these terrifi c local and regional acts on YourJax Music this month! The 
show airs on CW17 on Saturdays at 10 pm and Sundays at 6:30pm.

November 6- 7 Charlie Walker / Magic Milk / Coming Undone / Mile Train
November 13- 14 Ron Rodriguez / None Like Us / Al Stone
November 20- 21 The Merks / Mile Train / Grandpas Cough Medicine
November 27- 28 Word of Mouth / Charlie Walker / Something to Yield

Nightlands Forget the Mantra
Hellogoodbye Would It Kill You?
Bad Books Bad Books
Alter Bridge AB III
Smoke or Fire The Speakeasy
 
NOVEMBER 16
Stereolab Not Music
The Glass At Swim Two Birds
Ranjit Barot Bada Boom
Faun Fables Light of a Vaster Dark
Gary Husband Dirty & Beautiful Volume One

 
NOVEMBER 23
As They Sleep Dynasty
My Chemical Romance Danger Days: The True 
Lives Of The Fabulous Killjoys
Kanye West My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy
Akon Akonic
Ne-Yo Libra Scale
 
NOVEMBER 30
Terry Ohms What Do You Mean, What Do I 
Mean?
Soulja Boy The DeAndre Way
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see u there
EU’s Featured Music Events

NOVEMBER 2  Ray LaMontagne & the Pariah 
Dogs Lauded singer/songwriter Ray LaMontagne 
is kicking off his fall tour right here in Jacksonville 
this month. Supported by his band the Pariah 
Dogs, LaMontagne will bring to life the Americana 
folk rock that he’s famous for. Don’t expect a 
huge, theatrical production, though. LaMontagne 
is all about the music and his stripped down live 
shows are the perfect way to experience his craft. 
The Levon Helm Band and the Secret Sisters will 
open the November 2nd show at the Times-Union 
Center. Tickets: $55.45- $66.45. Times-Union 
Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373

NOVEMBER 5  Maps & Atlases Chicago’s pro-
gressive songsmiths Maps & Atlases are touring 
in support of their debut album Perch Patchwork, 
which is out now. Known for their vir tuosic musi-
cal ability, the four-piece write pop songs with a 
magnificent aptitude for texture and a distinctive 
blend of both the intricate and organic. See them 
perform live at Jack Rabbits on November 5th with 
guests Tera Melos and the Globes. Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

NOVEMBER 5  Inspectah Deck / Masta Killa / 
DJ Allah Mathematics Wu-Tang fans, get ready: 
three hip hop pioneers are making their way to 
TSI this month. Inspectah Deck, Masta Killa and 
DJ Allah Mathematics will be performing live at 
the Bay Street hot spot as part of the Wu-nited 
States of America Tour. Local hip hop all-stars 
Paten Locke, Arsun Fist and the $Big Bucks$ DJ 
crew will also be in the house. Tickets: $15/ad-
vance, $20/day of show. TSI, 424-3531

NOVEMBER 6 Ritz Jazz Jamm With Gerald 
Veasley  The world-renowned contemporary jazz 
bassist, radio host, and instructor has played his 
share of commercial music but definitely has the 
chops needed for more improvisatory settings. 
His recordings have ranged from the mellow, 
smooth album “Love Letters” to the energetic, 
funk-inflected grooves of “Fast Track”. He will 
perform two shows at the Ritz Theatre and LaVilla 
Museum, 7 & 10 pm. Tickets are $21 advance 
and $25 at the door. 632-5555, www.ritzlavilla.
org

NOVEMBER 6 The Gourds The Gourds are a 
good-time, honky tonkin’ band with enough quirk 
and underground appeal to justify the “alternative” 
tag in “alternative country-rock.” Part of Austin’s 
vibrant scene and popular performers at the 
city’s national music showcase SXSW,  the band 
broke through to college radio in 1997 with their 
unconventional take on songs like Bowie’s ‘Ziggy 
Stardust’ and Snoop Dogg’s ‘Gin and 
Juice.’ See just how much they evolved 
since then when the Gourds perform at 
Mojo Kitchen on November 6th. Tickets: 
$20. Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 
247-6636

NOVEMBER 7  Southern Culture on the 
Skids True to their name, North Carolina’s 
Southern Culture on the Skids offers an 
affectionate parody of white-trash trailer-
park culture, matching their skewed out-
look with a wild, careening brand of rock 
n’ roll. Their music is a Southern-fried 
amalgam of rockabilly, boogie, country, 
and blues with a liberal dose of California 
surf guitar, a hint of punk attitude, and 
the occasional mariachi horns. Come 

hungry to their show at Jack Rabbits this month: 
the band is known for throwing fried chicken and 
banana pudding into the audience. No, we’re not 
kidding. Tickets: $15. Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

NOVEMBER 11  Frank Turner A former member 
of punk rock band Million Dead, Frank Turner 
turned his attention to folkier, acoustic music after 
the demise of the aforementioned hardcore outfit. 
The British-born troubadour has since become 
a hot commodity, sharing the stage with bands 
like the Gaslight Anthem, the Offspring, Flogging 
Molly, Green Day and many more. Turner is cur-
rently headlining his own US tour and will stop by 
Jack Rabbits on the 11th. Rebels & Rouges and 
Beau Crum will also be performing. Tickets: $10. 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

NOVEMBER 12  Mannheim Steamroller Kick off 
your holiday celebration with Mannheim Steam-
roller’s spectacular 25th Anniversary production. 
Grammy Award winner, Chip Davis has created a 
show that features the beloved Christmas music 
of Mannheim Steamroller along with state of the 
art multimedia effects in an intimate setting. The 
spirit of the season comes alive with this ultimate 
family experience. Tickets: $53.20- $111.20. 
Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373

NOVEMBER 18  Josh Thompson In Josh Thomp-
son, working-class country has found its most 
authentic spokesman in a generation. A compel-
ling singer, he is an artist whose songwriting 
reflects both the gritty realities of blue-collar life 
and the beer-fueled release of the Friday-night 
honky-tonk. Since opening for artist like Jamey 
Johnson and Hank Jr., Thompson has perfected 
his live show and knows how to wow audiences 
with his brand of high-energy country. See Josh 
Thompson at Mavericks with Branch and Dean 
on November 18th. Tickets: $15- $20. Mavericks 
Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 356-1110

NOVEMBER 21  Celtic Thunder Celtic Thunder 
is known for its eclectic style with songs ranging 
from a soloist to an ensemble focus. The group 
is backed by the Celtic Thunder Band on their 
concert tours, and their live shows are known 
for the use of dramatic effects via lighting and 
choreography as well as a stage set resembling 
an ancient stone pathway suggestive of those 
referenced in Celtic lore. Experience this unique 
musical event on November 21st when Celtic 
Thunder comes to the Times-Union Center. Tick-
ets: $48.10- $111.20. Times-Union Center- Mo-
ran Theatre, 632-3373

NOVEMBER 28  Crowbar Formed in New Orleans 
in 1989, Crowbar has become renowned as one 
of the country’s foremost sludge metal bands. 
The group has released eight full length CDs over 
the course of their 21 year career and has been 
hard at work creating a ninth record. The band 
is taking a break from recording and hitting the 
road with Black Tusk this fall. Check them out on 
November 28th when they come to Brewster’s Pit. 
Tickets: $15. Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850

Gerald Veasley

Maps & Atlases

Crowbar



eujacksonville.com  | NOVEMBER 2010 31

music events

NOVEMBER 1
JB Scott’s Swingin’ All Stars European Street 
Listening Room (Beach), 399-1740
Smoke or Fire / The Memphibians / SPP / 
Periceles Lomax Lodge, 329-4724
 
NOVEMBER 2
Ray LaMontagne & the Pariah Dogs / The 
Levon Helm Band / The Secret Sisters Times-
Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373
Afroman / Yo Majesty Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
The Great Commision / We Are Defiance / I 
The Breather / Aglacia Eden Murray Hill The-
atre, 388-3179
Transit / Hostage Calm / Aficionado Ware-
house 8B, wambolt8b.wordpress.com
River City Extension / Opiate Eyes / Bar-
romakat / Honey Chamber Lomax Lodge, 
329-4724
Jennifer’s Tribute to Torch & Twang Culhane’s 
(Atlantic Beach), 249-9595

NOVEMBER 3 
Michael Barber Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Four Year Strong / The Wonder Years / 
American Fangs / Mountain Men Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
Benise- The Spanish Guitar Times-Union Cen-
ter- Moran Theatre, 632-3373
Rodney Adkins Whisky River, 645-5571
Wormwood Prophecy / The Absence Brews-
ter’s Pit, 223-9850
Sax & Axe Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Strike Anywhere / The Flatliners / Chicken 
and Whiskey / Onslaught Dynamo Lomax 
Lodge, 329-4724
 
NOVEMBER 4
Valerie Smith & Liberty Pike / Becky Buller 
European Street Listening Room (San Marco), 
399-1740  
Mark Karen & Jemimah Puddleduck / The 
Roy Jay Band Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

Men As Trees Walking Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179
Mother of Mercy / Fire & Ice / Undertaker 
Warehouse 8B, wambolt8b.wordpress.com

NOVEMBER 5
Park Street Sun Dog, 241-8221
The Acacia Strain / The Red Chord / Terror / 
Gaza / Contortionist Rain, 743-1845
Maps & Atlases / Tera Melos / The Globes 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Inspectah Deck / Masta Killa / DJ Allah Math-
ematics / Paten Locke TSI, 424-3531
Shotgun Harbor / In Whispers / Hornit Free-
bird Live, 246-BIRD
Hed PE / Axe Murder Boyz / Manna Zen 
Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850
W.S.N.B. (We Sing Nasty Blues) Mojo Kitchen 

(Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636
Pam Affrontti / Tess Fee / Kenzey / Gordon 
Kingston / Davey Russell Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179
Hipp Street Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Party Train Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Gates of Eden / Friends of Willie Mae Cul-
hane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-9595
Lincolnville Heritage Festival w/Kool & the 
Gang Francis Field (St. Augustine), 209-0367

NOVEMBER 6
Matt White / Son of a Bad Man / Hill Valley 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Park Street Sun Dog, 241-8221
Rod MacDonald European Street Listening 
Room (Southside), 399-1740 
Gerald Veasley Ritz Theatre & LaVilla Museum, 
632-5555
Twist & Shout Thrasher-Horne Center, 276-
6750
Hello Danger / Samuel Sanders / John Earle / 
Inpassing Freebird Live, 246-BIRD 
The First Week of August / Red Letter Bullet / 
The Gallery / Shelby Brooks Murray Hill The-
atre, 388-3179
Lincolnville Heritage Festival w/Guitar Shorty 
/Michael Winslow (Comedian) /Percy Sledge 
/Boys II Men Francis Field (St. Augustine), 
209-0367
The Gourds Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 
247-6636
George Aspinall Band / Mystery Band Jack-
sonville Landing, 353-1188
August Drive Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Ruby Beach Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595 

NOVEMBER 7 
Southern Culture on the Skids Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

Get Outta Town!
Gainesville Downtown Festival 
& Art Show 

 The Downtown Festival & Art Show, one of 
the nation’s premier outdoor fine arts festivals, 
celebrates its 29th anniversary in 2010. Presented 
by the City of Gainesville Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Affairs, the show trans-
forms the streets of historic downtown Gaines-
ville into a vibrant blend of art, music, food and 
creativity on Saturday, November 6th and Sunday, 
November 7th from 10 am to 5 pm. At the festival, 
250 of the nation’s finest artists display paintings, 
ceramics, jewelry and photography while musi-
cians and dancers perform live on three stages.
 Much of the music will take place at the Bo 
Diddley Community Plaza on Friday evening with performances by the Pete Karnes Blues 
Band, the 6th Street Rhythm and Blues Review and the Tommy Castro Band. Other local and 
regional musicians will be on hand throughout the event as well as performances by dance 
companies and other talented entertainers. 
 With so much to see and do, the Downtown Festival & Art Show makes for a great 
weekend getaway. For more information, visit www.gvlculturalaffairs.org. 

Tommy Castro

(continued on page 32)

Ray LaMontagne & the 
Pariah Dogs will be at 
Times-Union Center Nov 2
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Northeast Florida Conservatory, Inc.
 Richard Dickson is the brain trust behind the new non-profit Northeast Florida Conser-
vatory, located in Mandarin across from the Tree Steak House at 11363 San Jose Boule-
vard. This is a citywide, community project so musicians of all ability/levels are welcome. 
Scholarships are available based on the person’s financial status.
 The Conservatory offers private lessons for all instruments and all ages, ensemble 
concerts, theater classes for all ages, ballroom dancing for beginning to advanced students 
and an adult community band and orchestra. One might say the Conservatory is a one-stop 
center for musicians and aspiring musicians alike.
 The Conservatory’s Executive Director, Richard Dickson is a well known music pro-
fessional who has impeccable credentials. He holds music education degrees from Stetson 
University and the University of Florida. Richard was Band Director for Jacksonville’s Wolf-
son and Paxon High Schools, and he was Director of the Gainesville Community Chorus 
and Orchestra. His many other accomplishments as a musician and educator read like a 
declaration of his multi talented skill set. Yes, Richard is a major dude and a terrific person 
to learn from.
     For more information on the Northeast Florida Conservatory or to book a lesson, call 
374-8639. - BY RICK GRANT 

Lincolnville Heritage Festival w/The Lee Boys 
/The Blind Boys of Alabama Francis Field (St. 
Augustine), 209-0367

NOVEMBER 9 
Linda Cole / The Joshua Bowlus Trio European 
Street Listening Room (San Marco), 399-1740
Every Time I Die / Trap Them / Howl / Faith 
City Fiasco Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Suffocation / The Faceless / Through the 
Eyes of the Dead / Decrepit Birth / Fleshgod 

Apocalypse Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850
Just Jazz Quintet Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595 

NOVEMBER 10
Badfish / Scotty Don’t Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
The Red River Underbelly, 354-7002

NOVEMBER 11 
Frank Turner / Rebels & Rogues / Beau Crum 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496



eujacksonville.com  | NOVEMBER 2010 33

ABK plus Members of the Posse Brewster’s 
Pit, 223-9850
1999 / Swaso Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Big Engine Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Phil Lee / Buddy Mondlock European Street 
Listening Room (San Marco), 399-1740

NOVEMBER 12
Glorious Gunner / Eleven 29 / Crimson City 
Romance / Razorz Edge / The Offer Jack Rab-
bits, 398-7496
Embrace the Empire / Advocate / Seizing the 
Final Victory / From Ashes to Empires / Day 
of Vengeance Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Mannheim Steamroller Times-Union Center- 
Moran Theatre, 632-3373
Kristy Lee AJ’s Bar & Grill, 805-9060
Dead Prez / DP / Willie Evans Jr. / Paten 
Locke Present Moment Café (St. Augustine), 
827-4499
For the Future Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Dylan Nirvana & the Bad Flowers Birdies 
Devon Allman’s Honeytribe Mojo Kitchen 
(Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636

CX4 Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188
Al Naturale Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Boogie Freaks Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595 

NOVEMBER 13 
Larry Mangum’s songwriters circle European 
Street Listening Room (Southside), 399-1740  
Conmoto 2010 Multiple Venues (Downtown), 
www.facebook.com/conmotofest 
Jason Bonham’s Led Zeppelin Experience 
Florida Theatre, 355-5661
The French Chamber Orchestra Thrasher-
Horne Center, 276-6750
Fantasia / Eric Benet Times-Union Center- Mo-
ran Theatre, 632-3373
Threshold / Karma For Liars Doozers Pub, 
738-8922
Northern Colours / Abel / Andrew McCallum 
Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Bay Street Band Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188

Iron & Wine 
 Sam Beam is a modern-day Renais-
sance man. He holds a bachelor’s degree 
in art and is a skilled painter. He also has a 
Masters of Fine Arts from FSU’s film school. 
He was even a professor of film and cinema-
tography at the University of Miami and Miami 
International University of Art & Design before 
he discovered his true calling: music. Today 
Sam Beam is best known by his stage and 
recording name, Iron & Wine.
 As Iron & Wine, Beam has released three 
successful studio records, two live albums 
and seven EPs. His distinctive brand of folk 
rock has also been heard in TV shows like 
Grey’s Anatomy, The L Word and House, M.D. 
You may have also heard his song ‘Flightless 
Bird, American Mouth’ in a little movie called 
Twilight a couple years back. Beam has been 
in the studio recently and will be releasing 
a new album, Kiss Each Other Clean, next 
spring.
 Iron & Wine will be at the Florida Theatre on November 17th with guests Nomo, an Afro-
beat band out of Ann Arbor. Tickets are $30.65 and are available via Ticketmaster. For more 
information, visit www.floridatheatre.com or call 355-5661.

(continued on page 34)

Dead Prez will 
be at Present 
Moment Café 

Nov 12
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Al Naturale Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 
269-4198
Don’t Call Me Shirley Culhane’s (Atlantic 
Beach), 249-9595
The Essence of Freedom benefit show Abe’s 
Pizza, 996-8858
Underhill Rose Underbelly, 354-7002

NOVEMBER 14
A Skylit Drive / Motionless in White / For All 
Those Sleeping / Woe is Me / Scarlett O’Hara 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

NOVEMBER 16
Losing September Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Bayside / Senses Fail / Balance & Compro-
mise / The Fight Freebird Live, 246-BIRD 
Jennifer’s Tribute to Torch & Twang Culhane’s 
(Atlantic Beach), 249-9595 

NOVEMBER 17
Iron & Wine / Nomo Florida Theatre, 355-5661
The Sleeping / PM Today / Tides of Man / 
Aglacia Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Toots & the Maytals / The Constellations Free-
bird Live, 246-BIRD 

NOVEMBER 18 
Kort McCumber European Street Listening 
Room (San Marco), 399-1740  
Beauvilles / The Eastern Wave / Mogul Street 
Reserve Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Josh Thompson / Branch and Dean Mavericks 
Rock N’ Honky Tonk, 356-1110

NOVEMBER 19
Brittle Bricks Doozers Pub, 738-8922
One Less Atlantic Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
 St. Johns River Blues Festival Various Venues 
(Downtown Palatka), (386) 325-5454
Sensory Overload II: Art+Music Murray Hill 
Theatre, 388-3179
C4 Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 269-
4198
Randy “Hat Man” Smith Culhane’s (Atlantic 
Beach), 249-9595 

NOVEMBER 20 
David Olney / Sergio Webb European Street 

Listening Room (Southside), 399-1740 
Lyle Lovett Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Iration / The Movement / The Green Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRD
Davis & Dow Thrasher-Horne Center, 276-
6750
Dax Riggs Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
St. Johns River Blues Festival Various Venues 
(Downtown Palatka), (386) 325-5454
Lo Cash Cowboys / Bush Hog Mavericks Rock 
N’ Honky Tonk, 356-1110
Runaway Ghosts / Titanic Doozers Pub, 738-
8922
Kaliyl / Seeking Serenity / Luminesce / Ark 
Harbour / I, the Jury Murray Hill Theatre, 388-
3179
C4 Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange Park), 269-
4198
JK Wayne Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-
9595

Down Theory Hodges Stadium (UNF), 620-
1000

NOVEMBER 21
Davis & Dow Thrasher-Horne Center, 276-6750
 St. Johns River Blues Festival Various Venues 
(Downtown Palatka), (386) 325-5454
Celtic Thunder Times-Union Center- Moran 
Theatre, 632-3373

NOVEMBER 22
The Upwelling Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850

NOVEMBER 26
Natural Madness Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Not Unheard Band Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 
249-9595 

NOVEMBER 27
One Less Atlantic / Ark Harbor Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
King of the Hill semi-finals: Jeffery Allen 
Spear Project / The Tell Tale Heart / A New 
Decree / Convalesce Murray Hill Theatre, 388-
3179
Natural Madness Whitey’s Fish Camp (Orange 
Park), 269-4198
Johnston Duo / Jax Pipes & Drums Culhane’s 
(Atlantic Beach), 249-9595 

NOVEMBER 28
Claire Lynch European Street Listening Room 
(Southside), 399-1740 
Crowbar / Black Tusk Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850

NOVEMBER 29
Sweetheart Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

Toots & the Maytals

Southern Culture on the 
Skids at Jack Rabbits Nov 7
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UPCOMING CONCERTS
Dec 1  Perpetual Groove  Free Bird, 246-BIRD
Dec 2-12 Radio City Rockettes  Times Union Center, 632-3373
Dec 3 Joe Bonamassa Florida Theatre, 355-5661  
Dec 6 Emmure / Atilla / In Betrayal / Rejoice the Awakening Rain, 743-1845
Dec 7 Dublin City Ramblers Culhane’s (Atlantic Beach), 249-9595
Dec 8 Cold War Kids Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Dec 9   Trans-Siberian Orchestra Jacksonville Memorial Arena, 353-3309
Dec 11 Justin Townes Earle / Caitlin Rose Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 
 247-6636
Dec 15 A Peter White Christmas; Rick Braun and Mindi Abair  
 Florida Theatre, 355-5661  
Dec 17 Zach Deputy Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Dec 18 Gaither Homecoming Celebration  Jacksonville Arena, 630-3900
Dec 18 The Supervillains Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Dec 22 Straight No Chaser  Florida Theatre, 355-5661  
Dec 25 Inspection 12 Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Dec 29 Dead Kennedys Brewster’s Pit, 223-9850
Dec 30 J.J. GREY & Mofro Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Dec 31 THE NEW ORLEANS BINGO! SHOW 5 Points Theatre, 359-0047
Dec 31 J.J. GREY & Mofro Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Dec 31 Derek Trucks / Susan Tedeschi Band Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Jan 1 J.J. GREY & Mofro Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Jan 5 Donna the Buffalo Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Jan 8  Jack Williams European Street Listening Room (Southside), 399-1740  
Jan 22 Kenny Loggins Thrasher-Horne Center, 276-6750
Jan 24 We Came As Romans / For Today / The World is Alive / Woe is Me 
 Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Jan 25 NOFX, Bouncing Souls/ Cobra Skulls / Old Man Markley  Mavericks 
Jan 26 Barry Manilow  Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-3900
Jan 27 Glenn Miller Orchestra  Wilson Center, 632-3373
Jan 30 Merle Haggard Florida Theatre, 355-5661  
Feb 9 Pink Floyd Experience  The Peabody, Daytona Beach,  386-671-3460
Feb 13 Frankie Valli & the Four Seasons  Times Union Center, 632-3373
Feb 14 The Bronx Wanderers Thrasher-Horne Center, 276-6750
Feb 24   David Garrett Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Feb 25 The Great Guitar Gathering: Tommy Emmanuel / Barry Greene  
 Florida Theatre, 355-5661
Feb 26 Johnny Mathis  Times Union Center, 632-3373 
April 1 Punch Brothers Florida Theatre, 355-5661

The New Orleans Bingo! Show
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november movies
read complete movie reviews every week at eujacksonville.com

NOVEMBER 5
DUE DATE Peter Highman (Robert Downey Jr.) 
is an expectant first-time father whose wife’s 
due date is a mere five days away. As Peter 
hurries to catch a flight home from Atlanta 
when a chance encounter with aspiring actor 
Ethan Tremblay (Zach Galifianakis) forces Peter 
to hitch a ride with Ethan on what turns out to 
be a cross-country road trip that will ultimately 
destroy several cars, numerous friendships 
and Peter’s last nerve. Rated R. www.DueDate-
movie.com 

FOR COLORED GIRLS Tyler Perry brings 
Ntozake Shange’s Obie Award-winning play 
about nine different women to the big screen. 
Joanna, Tangie, Crystal, Gilda, Kelly, Juanita, 
Yasmine, Nyla and Alice  move into and out 
of one another’s existences; some are well-
known to one another, others are as yet strang-
ers.  Starring: Janet Jackson, Loretta Devine, 
Michael Ealy, Kimberly Elise, Omari Hardwick, 
Hill Harper, Thandie Newton, Phylicia Rashad, 
Anika Noni Rose, Tessa Thompson, Kerry 
Washington, Whoopi Goldberg, Macy Gray, 
Khalil Kain and Richard Lawson. Rated R. 
www.ForColoredGirlsmovie.com  

MEGAMIND He’s the most brilliant super-vil-
lain the world has ever known... and the least 
successful and a colossal failure thanks to 
the caped superhero known as “Metro Man.” 
Unexpectedly, Megamind actually defeats MM 
in one of his botched evil plans and the fate 
of Metro City is threatened when a new villain 
arrives and chaos runs rampant. Featuring the 
voices of Will Ferrell, Brad Pitt, Tina Fey and 
Jonah Hill. Rated PG. www.Megamindmovie.
com 

NOVEMBER 12
MORNING GLORY When hard-working TV pro-
ducer Becky Fuller is fired from a local news 
program, she takes a job at “Daybreak,” the 
last-place national morning news show. Becky 
decides to revitalize the show by bringing 
on legendary TV anchor Mike Pomeroy, who 
refuses to cover morning show staples like 
celebrity gossip, weather, fashion and detests 
his co-host, Colleen Peck. Starring: Rachel 
McAdams, Harrison Ford, Diane Keaton, Pat-
rick Wilson and Jeff Goldblum. Rated PG-13. 
www.MorningGlorymovie.com  

SKYLINE In this sci-fi thriller strange lights 
descend on the city of Los Angeles, drawing 
people outside like moths to a flame where 
an extraterrestrial force threatens to swallow 
the entire human population off the face of the 
Earth. Starring: Eric Balfour, Scottie Thompson, 
Brittany Daniel with David Zayas and Donald 
Faison. Rated PG-13. www.IAmRogue.com/
Skyline

UNSTOPPABLE A runaway train carrying a car-
go of toxic chemicals is out of control. The film 
pits an engineer and his conductor in a race 
against time. They’re chasing the runaway train 
in a separate locomotive and need to bring it 
under control before it derails on a curve and 
causes a toxic spill that will decimate a town. 
Starring: Denzel Washington, Chris Pine, Rosa-
rio Dawson and Kevin Chapman. Rated PG-13. 
www.Unstoppablemovie.com

NOVEMBER 19
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HAL-
LOWS: PART 1 Harry, Ron and Hermione set 
out on their perilous mission to track down and 
destroy the secret to Voldemort’s immortality 
and destruction- the Horcruxes. On their own, 
without the guidance of their professors or the 
protection of Professor Dumbledore, the three 
friends must now rely on one another more 

than ever. But there are Dark Forces in their 
midst that threaten to tear them apart. Starring: 
Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, 
Ralph Fiennes, Bill Nighy, John Hurt, Rhys 
Ifans, Helena Bonham Carter and Robbie Col-
trane. Rated PG-13. www.HarryPotter.com

THE NEXT THREE DAYS Life seems perfect for 
John Brennan until his wife, Lara, is arrested 
for a gruesome murder she says she didn’t 
commit. With the rejection of their final ap-
peal, Lara becomes suicidal and John decides 
there is only one possible, bearable solution: 
to break his wife out of prison. Starring: Rus-
sell Crowe, Elizabeth Banks, Liam Neeson and 
Brian Dennehy. Rated PG-13. www.TheNext-
ThreeDaysmovie.com

NOVEMBER 24
BURLESQUE Ali (Christina Aguilera) is a 
small-town girl with a big voice who follows 
her dreams and moves to LA. After stumbling 
upon the Burlesque Lounge, Ali lands a job as 
a cocktail waitress from Tess (Cher), the club’s 
proprietor and headliner. Ali builds a friendship 
with a featured dancer (Julianne Hough), finds 
an enemy in a troubled, jealous performer 
(Kristen Bell), and garners the affection of 
Jack (Cam Gigandet), a bartender and fellow 
musician. With the help of a sharp-witted stage 
manager (Stanley Tucci) and gender-bending 
host (Alan Cumming), Ali makes her way from 
the bar to the stage. www.Burlesque-movie.
com 

FASTER After 10 years in prison, Driver 
(Dwayne Johnson) has a singular focus- to 
avenge the murder of his brother during the 
botched bank robbery that led to his imprison-
ment. Now a free man he’s finally on his mis-
sion...but with two men on his trail - a veteran 
cop (Billy Bob Thornton) and a young egocen-
tric hitman (Oliver Jackson-Cohen). Rated R. 
www.Fasterthemovie.com

RED DAWN An American city awakens to the 
surreal sight of foreign paratroopers drop-
ping from the sky- shockingly, the U.S. has 
been invaded and their hometown is the initial 
target. Determined to fight back, a group of 
young patriots seek refuge in the surrounding 
woods, training and reorganizing themselves 
into a guerilla group of fighters. Starring: Chris 
Hemsworth, Josh Peck, Josh Hutcherson, 
Adrianne Palicki, Isabel Lucas, Connor Cruise 
and Jeffrey Dean Morgan. Rated PG-13. www.
RedDawn2010.com

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1
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sPeCiAL sHoWinGs
AND

JONES COLLEGE

Invite You 
To A 

Special
Preview

Stop By And 
Register To Win

JONES COLLEGE
A College Committed
to Your Sucess

For  additional information or assistance:
Jacksonville Campus - (904) 743-1122 x 112 ∙ 800-331-0176
email: admissions@jones.edu ∙ www.jones.edu

OPENS IN THEATRES NOVEMBER 19

Stop By And Register To Win Your Complimentary Pass For Two

OPENS NATIONWIDE FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12

acobsJJewelers
Jacksonville's Finest Name in Jewelry Since 1890

204 Laura Street • 356-1655

Invites You To An 
Advance Screening

www.morningglorymovie.com

Passes are available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Limit one pass per person. Each pass admits two. 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 

Movies Under the Bridge  Don’t miss this year’s 
final two FREE Saturday Night Movies Under The 
Bridge at RAM. Arrive early for refreshments & 
entertainment. The fun begins around 6:30. A 
variety of refreshments will be available for purchase 
or you can pack your own. Bring the family for a 
evening viewing of a film with the backdrop of the 
Jacksonville skyline along the riverfront. Chairs 
and blankets are welcome. Nov 6 - HOW TO TRAIN 
YOUR DRAGON and Nov 13 - THE NEVERENDING 
STORY.  Riverside Arts Market, www.riversidearts-
market.com

Nov 13  Monthly Meeting Of The Leave ‘Em Laugh-
ing Tent Jacksonville’s chapter of The International 
Laurel & Hardy Appreciation Society (a/k/a Sons of 
the Desert) will screen the following films at the free monthly meeting; the silent Laurel & Hardy short 
From Soup to Nuts, the sound Laurel & Hardy shorts Unaccustomed as We Are (1929, their first 
talkie) and Below Zero (1930). 4 to 5:30 pm. Pablo Creek Branch Library, 246-0312, http://leaveem-
laughing.moviefever.com

Nov 18  Movies At Main Film Series  Enjoy free showings of the movies you love each month in the 
Main Library’s Hicks Auditorium. at 5:45 pm. This month THE DEFIANT ONES Two escaped convicts 
chained together, white and black, must learn to get along in order to elude capture. http://jpl.coj.net/
progs/main/movies-at-main.html

The 300-seat World Golf Hall of Fame IMAX Theater is the largest in northeast Florida at 6 stories high 
and 80 feet wide with 12,000 watts of power. Now playing: DOLPHINS & WHALES, DINOSAURS 
ALIVE, OCEAN WONDERLAND, HUBBLE, SEA MONSTERS and coming Nov 19, HARRY POTTER 
AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS.  For show times and to purchase tickets, please visit www.worldgol-
fimax.com or call (904) 940-4133. IMAX at the World Golf Hall of Fame, One World Golf Place in St. 
Augustine.

5 Points Theatre  The 2010 Jacksonville Film Fes-
tival may be over but that doesn’t mean you can’t 
find some great films to watch this month. The 5 
Points has some very interesting selections. Nov 1-
4  HOWL  Starring James Franco in a career-defining 
performance as Allen Ginsberg, Howl  is the story 
of how the young poet’s seminal work broke down 
societal barriers in the face of an infamous public 
obscenity trial. In his famously confessional style, 
Ginsberg – poet, counter-culture icon, and chronicler 
of the Beat Generation – recounts the road trips, love 
affairs, and search for personal liberation that led to 
Howl, the most timeless work of his career. Nov 5-18  
NOWHERE BOY  Imagine… John Lennon’s child-
hood.  Liverpool 1955: a smart and troubled fifteen 
year-old is hungry for experience. In a family full of 
secrets, two incredible women clash over John: Mimi, 
the buttoned-up Aunt who raised him, and Julia, the 
prodigal mother. Yearning for a normal family, John 
escapes into the new and exciting world of rock n’ roll 
where his fledgling genius finds a kindred spirit in the 
teenage Paul McCartney. Just as John begins his new 
life, tragedy strikes. But a resilient young man finds his 
voice – and an icon explodes into the world.  Nov 11  BOB MARLEY: UP CLOSE & PERSONAL  This 

film tells the fascinating, inspirational and heart-wrenching story 
of legendary reggae superstar Bob Marley, his extraordinary life 
and revolutionary music. Rebel Music is the definitive, official 
Bob Marley documentary as told by those who knew him best. 
Following the film will be a lively Q&A discussion led by well 
known music journalist Vivien Goldman (author of acclaimed 
Marley bio The Book of Exodus). Vivien Goldman is one of the 
premier experts on Bob Marley, not just because she has care-
fully studied his music, but also because she was there!  Nov 
12-14  IP MAN  The award winning film adaptation about the life 
of Ip Man, the grand master of the Wing Chun style of kung fu 
and master of legendary kung fu superstar Bruce Lee.  Nov 19-
30  THE GIRL WHO KICKED THE HORNET’S NEST  The third and 
final film in the Millenium trilogy that started with The Girl With 
the Dragon Tattoo.  5 Points Theatre, 359-0047.



38 NOVEMBER 2010  |  eu jacksonville monthly 

view from 
the couch

By Kellie Abrahamson

tv talk
       Late night TV just hasn’t been the same since Conan O’Brian was unceremoniously booted off of The 
Tonight Show back in January. Thankfully, our Coco returns to airwaves this month with his new show on 
TBS. Dubbed simply Conan, the talk show will air weeknights at 11 pm beginning November 8th.
       A lot of speculation has surrounded just what we can expect to see when we tune in to watch Conan’s 
cable debut. This is, after all, the first time he’s developed his own talk show without the pressure of hav-
ing to fill someone else’s shoes. We got a glimpse of how silly the staff can be during last month’s “Live 
Coco Cam.” A webcam was set up in the stairwell of Conan headquarters and for 24 straight hours fans 
were treated to bizarre antics like a dancing taco, bears doing aerobics, a zombie attack and even a heist 
by none other than TBS’s George Lopez. While much of this will never make it to air on the series, it does 
show that Team Conan hasn’t lost its touch when it comes to the absurd comedy O’Brian is famous for. 
And while we’re on the subject, there is a chance that we may once again see some of the beloved charac-
ters originally developed during Conan’s Late Night run, despite initial reports to the contrary. It seems NBC 
has relaxed its grip on the intellectual property that came out of O’Brian’s time with the network, meaning 
we may just see Triumph the Insult Comic Dog and the Masturbating Bear again after all. As for guests, the 
first week will be a star-studded affair. Seth Rogan, Tom Hanks, John Hamm and Michael Cera will all grace 
Conan’s couch and Jack White and Soundgarden will take to his stage as musical guests.
       What’s certain is that Conan and his team have spent that past seven months preparing for Novem-
ber 8th. They have, no doubt, crafted a show filled with the absurd humor O’Brian is known for and have 
booked some big names to help kick off what will hopefully be a long, successful run on cable television. 
Good luck, Coco! We’re rooting for you. 

what’s hot in november
premieres
 Those dimples! That physique! It’s about time someone gave Mario Lopez a reality show. The hottie 
that has had girls swooning since his Saved By the Bell days is giving VH1 viewers a look into his personal 
life with Mario Lopez: Saved By the Baby, a new series that shows off his sensitive side as he embarks on 
fatherhood. Check it out on November 1st. • A modern-day Brady Bunch gets the reality show treatment 
with the new WE series Downsized. The twist? The blended family is flat broke, facing foreclosure and 
struggling to keep food on the table. Cheery, no? Tune in to watch this real life family’s daily drama begin-
ning November 6th. • Viva, Coco! At last, our favorite late night talk show host is back on the airwaves. 
Check out Conan O’Brian’s new show Conan (TBS) on the 8th. • Two of USA’s best original series’ are 
coming back for their fall premieres this month. On the 10th TV’s original fake psychic Shawn Spencer 
returns with new episodes of Psych. Then on the 11th we’ll be treated to more of Michael Weston’s spy 
games when Burn Notice returns. • Apparently people dig watching B-list celebrities make idiots of them-
selves on the dance floor so it was only a matter of time before some brilliant television exec came up with 
this gem: Skating with the Stars. That’s right, B-list celebrities on ice skates. Thanks for filling that void, 
ABC. Tune in (or not) to this train wreck on November 22nd.
 
finales
 Two HBO comedies will end their 2nd seasons this month. Eastbound & Down wraps up on November 
7th and we’ll say goodbye (for now) to Bored to Death on November 14th. • One of the first shows of the 
2010-11 season to get cancelled, NBC’s Outlaw will have its series finale on the 13th. Honestly, there are 
so many courtroom dramas on TV right now no one will even notice this one is gone. • Over on Showtime 
both Weeds and The Big C sign off for the season on November 15th. • Finally, our favorite biker drama 
Sons of Anarchy (FX) wraps up its 3rd season on November 30th. Time flies when you’re watching leather-
clad tough guys kick the crap out of each other. ‘Til next year, boys!

 
specials
 Three music award shows will be happening this month. Check out The 44th Annual CMA Awards 
(ABC) on November 10th, the 2010 American Music Awards (ABC) on November 21st and the Soul Train 
Awards (BET) on November 28th. • The cable networks are getting into the holiday spirit as they unveil 
their new TV movies this month. See The Night Before the Night Before Christmas (November 20), The 
Town Christmas Forgot (November 24) and Debbie Macomber’s Mrs. Miracle 2 (November 27) on the 
Hallmark Channel and tune into ABC Family for The Dog Who Saved Christmas Vacation (November 28) to 
get your Christmas cheer on. • Christmas also comes early on network TV with a multitude of holiday spe-
cials hitting airwaves beginning November 24th. Get holly jolly with The Kung Fu Panda Holiday Special 
(NBC, November 24), TV’s Greatest Holiday Moments (Fox, November 26), November Christmas (CBS 
original telefilm, November 28), CMA Country Christmas (ABC, November 28) and Christmas in Rock-
efeller Center (NBC, November 30).
 

dvd releases

NOVEMBER 2
Toy Story 3 (G)
The Pacific (Not Rated)
Centurion (R)
 
NOVEMBER 9
Scott Pilgrim Vs the World 
(PG-13)
Ramona & Beezus (G)
Charlie St. Cloud (PG-13)
Grown Ups (PG-13)
 

NOVEMBER 16
The Last Airbender (PG)
The Kids Are Alright (R)
Disney’s A Christmas Carol 
(PG)
Cats & Dogs: Revenge of 
Kitty Galore (PG)
 
NOVEMBER 23
The Expendables (R)
Eat Pray Love (PG-13)

The Search for Santa Paws (G)
The Pillars of the Earth (Not 
Rated)
 
NOVEMBER 30
The Twilight Saga: Eclipse 
(PG-13)
The Sorcerers’ Apprentice (PG)
Knight & Day (PG-13)
Vampires Suck (PG-13)
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The Waycross-Ware County Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Bureau welcome you to 
The National BBQ Festival - Smokin' IX in the Swamp . Waycross offers comfortable rooms at affordable prices 

at any of our 10 motels and Bed & Breakfast Inns. And you'll never be hungry with the number of restaurants located here. 
So stay and play a while in Waycross... "the Land of the Trembling Earth."

For more information visit www.swampgeorgia.com or call the Waycross-Ware County Chamber at (912)283-3742 
email: waycrosstour@accessatc.cc.
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FESTIVAL PROGRAM ∙ PARADE ROUTE ∙ EVENT/SHOW SCHEDULES & MORE

THE 36TH ANNUAL
BRITISH NIGHT WATCH
“GRANDE ILLUMINATION”
PARADE & FESTIVAL ALWAYS THE FIRST

SATURDAY OF DECEMBER
AT 7:30 PM ON THE PLAZA

IN HISTORIC ST. AUGUSTINE
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St. Augustine Nights of Lights 
Usher in British Night Watch
St. Augustine will be bathed in the brilliance of millions of tiny white lights 
for the 36th Annual Grande Illumination - British Night Watch.

There’s plenty to see and do leading up to and into historic St. Augustine’s holidays:

Nov. 11 - 14  PIRATE GATHERING in its third year welcomes two significant additions: the 
opening of Pat Croce’s St. Augustine Pirate & Treasure Museum, and the arrival of the 122-
foot American Privateer Lynx, a schooner prominent in the War of 1812, making its winter 
home here until late February. Info: staugustinepirategathering@yahoo.com.

Nov. 19 - Jan. 3  WINTER WONDERLAND at the St. Augustine Amphitheatre features a real 
ice skating rink, ice slide, Elf Express train rides, the Elf Village, sleigh rides and SNOW! Info: 
471-1965.

Nov. 20  LIGHT- UP! NIGHT as past mayors of St. Augustine gather in the historic Plaza de la 
Constitución to “flip the switch” on Nights of Lights. Festivities begin at 4 pm with holiday mu-
sic in the Plaza Gazebo, before the 6:30 pm countdown to the lighting. Info: 825-1004 

Nov. 20 - Jan. 30  HISTORIC WEAPON DEMONSTRATIONS with Garrison teams demonstrat-
ing 1740s Spain’s artillery units with cannon firings at the Castillo de San Marcos Fridays 
- Sundays. Castillo admission $6; children under 16 free. Info:  829-6506

Nov. 21  SUNSET! MOONRISE TOUR at St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum. Tour is 5 pm to 
6:30 pm. Fee $25 for non-museum members and $20 for members. Reservations required. 
Info: 829-0745

Nov. 22 - Jan. 31  TROLLEY & TRAIN TOURS aboard Holly Jolly Trolleys and Santa’s Big Red 
Christmas Train. Trolleys info: 829-3800; Train info: 829-6545

Nov. 26 - 27  CANDLE LIGHT TOURS OF VILLA ZORAYDA, decorated in Red and Gold Colors, 
a Villa tradition since the 1930s. Info: 829-9887

Nov. 27 FORT MATANZAS NATURE EXPLORATION, exploring different habitats and ecosys-
tems at Fort Matanzas. Info: 471-0116

Nov. 27 through Nov. 28  44TH ANNUAL FALL ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL, with more than 
150 regional and national artists’ works on display at Francis Field. Info: 824-2310

Nov. 27  UPTOWN SATURDAY NIGHT showcases galleries, antique stores and unique shops 
in the Uptown San Marco shopping district between Ripley’s Museum and the Mission of 
Nombre de Dios from 5 pm to 9 pm. Free parking at the Mission of Nombre de Dios. Spon-
sored by the San Marco Avenue Merchants Association. Info: 823-9263

Dec. 1  LUMINARY NIGHT AT THE ST. AUGUSTINE LIGHTHOUSE features luminary-lit path-
ways and city views from the top of the tower. From 6 pm to 9 pm and free. Info: 829-0745

Dec. 3  FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK, a traditional evening of exhibits, music, entertainment and 
refreshments at over 20 participating galleries from 5 pm to 9 pm. St. Augustine Sightseeing 
Trains and Old Town Trolleys offer complimentary service. Info: 829-0065

Dec. 3 - 5  ANNUAL BRITISH ENCAMPMENT the Market Square in the Spanish Quarter Mu-
seum comes alive with exhibits of British camp life in the late 1700s. Entertainers, musicians 
with 18th Century instruments, historians, performers and historiv interpreters for visitors 
from 9 am to dusk. Info: britishnightwatch.org

Dec. 4  56TH ANNUAL ST. AUGUSTINE CHRISTMAS PARADE, one of the largest in North 
Florida, starts at 10 am by the Mission of Nombre de Dios, and travels along the bayfront and 
around to the Visitor Information Center. Info: 461-9518

Dec. 4  ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH SURF ILLUMINATION complements the seasonal lighting of 
A!A Beach Boulevard, with food and beverages by local restaurants and local arts and crafts 
vendors. Info: 347-8007

Dec. 4  36th ANNUAL GRANDE ILLUMINATION - BRITISH NIGHT WATCH begins at 7:30 pm 
at Government House overlooking the plaza. Info: britishnightwatch.org

Dec. 4  ST. AUGUSTINE COMMUNITY HOLIDAY CONCERT features holiday season classics in 
the historical and artistic beauty of the Lightner Museum, beginning at 8 pm Admission $10, 
children free. Info: 825-1766

Dec. 5  STACK THE DRUM CHURCH SERVICE British 18th Century Anglican Stack the Drum 
Church Service at the British Encampment, Spanish Quarter Museum at 9 am, performed by 
an Anglican Priest, with historic sermon and prayer books.



opening of the holiday season, and order his troops to fire volleys of joy for the occasion. The ceremo-
nies end with the singing of traditional carols.
 Of course that Grande Illumination was but one part of a season’s activities in the 1700s, as it is 
today, during the British Night Watch weekend.
 Many other historic locations come into play in a weekend filled with fifes and drums and drills and 
weapons demonstrations and camp life. The schedule includes activities in the Spanish Quarter Mu-
seum on St. George Street, The Castillo de San Marcos National Monument, the Colonial St. Augustine 
Foundation’s Isabella Garden on St. George Street, Government House and the Plaza de la Constitución.
 It’s 18th century life in a British-occupied colony. There’s the arrival and imprisonment of three 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, captured at Charleston and transported to cells in the sturdy 
Fort St. Mark, the British name for the Castillo. Camp life continues through the weekend at the Spanish 
Quarter, with sutlers selling period wares, soldiers drilling, women cooking, mending and chatting, and 
children at play. 
 On this weekend a court martial is scheduled, as well as a fashion show of the latest designs in 
civilian and military wear. Merrymakers try their steps in colonial dancing, and enjoy period musicians 
with traditional tunes.
 St. Augustine’s Grande Illumination - British Night Watch has been presenting a fun and educational 
weekend for more than three decades, and there’s no sign of letting up.
 The British are coming!!
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British Night Watch - Grande Illumination 
Bringing history to life in St. Augustine

 They were the best of times; they were the worst of times. They were 20 years of British occupa-
tion of St. Augustine at the end of the eighteenth century.
 Taking over Florida by treaty in 1763 after two centuries of Spanish rule, Britain looked forward 
to new commercial opportunities and an expansion of its North American colonies. Twenty years later, 
the American Revolution darkened the skies over this 14th colony, which would be returned to Spain by 
treaty in 1783.
 The British Night Watch is a weekend-long commemoration of the British Period of St. Augustine, 
featuring the Grande Illumination - British Night Watch Parade. It’s based on historic facts. Each night in 
uncertain colonial times, the town was secured by guards marching the streets by lantern light. In St. 
Augustine, one of three walled cities in North America, this included locking the city gate and posting the 
guard.
 This formality was made festive on special oc-
casions, with the entire population bearing candles 
or lanterns in the procession to the city gate, then 
to the Governor’s House for musket volleys of joy, 
singing, and merriment. 
 That city gate, the governor’s residence - now 
called Government House, and those streets once 
paraded by a festive community, still exist today 
in St. Augustine. And more than 500 living history 
enthusiasts faithfully recreate the beginning of the 
holiday season in the nation’s oldest city.
 The Grande Illumination, now in its 36th year, 
is said to be the only public participation parade in 
America outside of New Orleans’ Mardi Gras. 
 The community - residents and visitors - gather 
in the Plaza before Government House, ideally carry-
ing lanterns or candles. Candles are available before 
the festivities in the west courtyard of the nearby 
Cathedral Basilica for a small donation to support 
the Committee for the Night Watch. The setting is 
amplified by millions of tiny white lights outlining 
historic buildings and tree canopies, St. Augustine’s 
annual Nights of Lights.
 Fifes and drums are heard from a distant point 
on St. George Street, drawing closer as anticipation 
grows. Then a vanguard carrying unlit torches are 
crossing Cathedral Place, followed by the com-
panies of British soldiers, loyalists, Indians, and 
women and children of the British community, as-
sembling before the Government House balcony.
 From the balcony overlooking the Plaza, a town 
crier announces the governor himself, and explains 
the evening’s events, great torches are lit at the head 
of the parade, and the procession begins its march 
through the oldest section of the oldest city, around 
the Plaza, down St. George and other streets to the 
city gate and back to the Plaza.
 While hundreds join the parade line, thousands 
more line the streets along its route, adding to the 
festive procession.
 Reassembled at Government House, the com-
munity hears the Governor proclaim this ceremonial 
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And special thanks to the city of st. Augustine and it’s staff, as well as all the 
volunteers, participants, & spectators who have helped make the “grande illumina-

tion” one of our city’s oldest and most cherished traditions.
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Bouvier Maps & Prints

11-D Aviles Street
St. Augustine FL
johnbouvier@bellsouth.net
(904) 825-0920

Antique Maps, Prints & Books
Fossil: Shark Teeth & Custom Knives

Experience the Villa Zorayda 
during a special Candlelight Tour 

on select evenings during 
St. Augustine's Nights of Lights 
celebration. Our docent will lead 
by candlelight as you explore this 
gilded age house museum built by 

Franklin W. Smith in 1883 and view 
the museum's astounding art and 

antique collection while learning of 
it's 127 year history.  

Candlelight Tours begins 
at 7 pm 

with refreshments at 6:30 pm. 
Reservations suggested 

as space is limited. 
For more information visit 
www.villazorayda.com or 

phone 904-829-9887
83 King Street. 

Historic downtown St. Augustine 

Candlelight Tours of Villa Zorayda Museum
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Ladies Fashions, Accessories & Cool Beads
(904) 819-9990

2 Aviles Street - St. Augustine
staugustineboutiques@comcast.net

coolbeadsstaugustine.com

The Pirate Haus Inn
32 Treasury

In the 
heart of  

downtown, 
family 

friendly 
lodging less 

than
$100/night
including

parking and 
breakfast

www.piratehaus.com  904.808.1999
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 It was a curious shuffl e for Britain, exchanging with Spain the recently captured Havana for 
Spain’s Florida under the 1763 Treaty of Paris. 
 It would become the 14th American colony for an expanding British empire; it would offer new 
commercial trade opportunities, and it would provide a southern base of operations in the face of 
increasing restlessness in the northern 13 colonies.
 Britain might have continued its prosperous occupation of Florida well beyond a 20-year span in 
the late 1700s, but for war.
 The fi rst truly world spanning war, variously called the Seven Years’ War and French and Indian 
War, ended in 1763 with Britain in command of all of North America east of the Mississippi River. 
Among the terms of the Treaty of Paris of 1763, Havana and Manila were traded back to Spain in ex-
change for the province of Florida.

 The British immediately created two colonies, East and West Florida. St. Augustine became capi-
tal of East Florida – all of the peninsula east of the Apalachicola River, and Pensacola West Florida’s 
capital, including the Panhandle and parts of the today’s Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. The 
territorial division allowed more effective management of the undeveloped territory. 
 The English had high hopes for Florida as a commercial trade center. With the Crown’s Procla-
mation of 1763 outlawing settlement west of the Appalachians, Florida was promoted as a new area 
of British colonization.
 The London Board of Trade offered 20,000-acre lots to any group able to settle one resident for 
every 100 acres within ten years. Pioneer families could gain land grants, and former British soldiers 
were eligible for special grants. To recruit Southerners, slavery was allowed. 
 Under the Crown Colony’s fi rst governor, James Grant, nearly three million acres were granted in 
East Florida.
 The rotund Grant enjoyed his food, arriving in St. Augustine in August, 1764, with three French 
chefs. (In 1771, a stomach disorder forced him to return to England, and Patrick Tonyn succeeded 
him as governor). But his appetite for food was equaled by his ability to develop profi table plantations 
– others’ and his own. He set up trade in cotton, indigo, timber, and cochineal, which produced the 
crimson-colored carmine dye.
 He planted, tracked, and kept extensive journals as he tested new plants in Florida’s subtropical 
soil. Rice was cultivated at many British East Florida estates, and might have become an increasingly 
signifi cant export crop if the British had retained control of East Florida.
 The early years were good times for the new settlers. Indian hostility had been calm for more 
than a decade, the population of St. Augustine nearly doubled from the Spanish period, new houses 
were going up, and old Spanish houses were renovated and expanded, including a new concept of 
second stories. Cattle ranching, shipping and plantation agriculture were fl ourishing. 

The British Period
In consequence of the restitution stipulated in the preced-
ing article, his Catholick Majesty cedes and guaranties, in full 
right, to his Britannick Majesty, Florida, with Fort St. Augústin, 
and the Bay of Pensacola, as well as all that Spain possesses 
on the continent of North America. 
     Treaty of Paris February 10, 1763

. . . his Brittanic Majesty shall with all convenient speed, and 
without causing any destruction . . . withdraw all his armies, 
garrisons, and fl eets from the said United States . . .
            Treaty of Paris September 3, 1783

THE ST. AUGUSTINE REPORT   
FOR THE BEST IN CITY AFFAIRS AND
HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS, 
CONTACT: GARDNER@AUG.COM  
FOR A FREE WEEKLY SUBSCRIPTION  



Are you interested in:   
∙ Firing Cannons & Muskets
∙ Learning Traditional Crafts
∙ Visiting & Performing at
∙ Historical Parks & Museums
∙ Attending Dances & Socials
∙ with like minded friends
∙ And Much More
Then send your contact info to: 
recruit@kingsshilling.com   
AND JOIN THE FUN !  
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 But storm clouds were gather-
ing in the north, where populations 
were swelling with American-born 
subjects, unattached to the mother 
country.
 Britain’s answer to the growing 
discontent was tighter control; the 
colonists’ response was rebellion.
 A colonial population of more 
than two million would prove to be 
no easy task to put down. War broke 
out in 1775, and the colonists’ inten-
tions were made clear with a Decla-
ration of Independence in 1776.
 Florida became the loyalist 
stronghold, its population swelled 
by immigrants from England and 
loyalist refugees from the north. The 
newcomers had no history of grow-
ing commercial unrest and separatist 
democratic culture of the northern 
colonies. Their loyalties remained 
with England.
 One of the newcomers began 
publishing Florida’s first newspaper: the East Florida Gazette. The population of East Florida soared to 
17,000 including slaves.
 In August, 1775, the war came to St. Augustine. A rebel sloop from Charleston captured a Brit-
ish brigantine laying off St. Augustine’s inlet with a cargo of gunpowder for the garrison - in full view 
from the shore. Then news of the signing of the Declaration of Independence reached the East Florida 
capital, and angry loyalists gathered in the Plaza to cheer the burning of straw stuffed dummies repre-
senting Samuel Adams and John Hancock. 
 Expeditions left St. Augustine to attack the “traitorous neighbors” in Georgia and Carolina, and a 
militia, the East Florida Rangers, was organized by Governor Tonyn.

Some of the prisoners of 
war taken by the British in various 
engagements were shipped to St. 
Augustine to be held until exchanged. 
In 1780 forty prominent American 
Patriots, captured at Charleston, were 
brought here. They included three 
signers of the declaration of Inde-
pendence – Edward Rutledge, Arthur 
Middleton, and Thomas Heyward Jr.

Amid the turmoil, more than 150 
survivors of a failed English indigo 
plantation at New Smyrna trudged to 
St. Augustine. they were welcomed 
and given parcels of land by Governor 
Tonyn, who chose to accept their loy-
alty to England over plantation owner 
Dr. Andrew Turnbull’s pleas that they 
be returned. 

Prominent among them were 
Menorcans from the Mediterranean 
island, whose culture would be estab-
lished in St. Augustine in future years.

Most of the war took place far 
north of Florida, but cross-border 
raids increased. In 1779, Spain en-

tered the war in alliance with France. The energetic Bernardo de Gálvez, governor of Spanish Louisi-
ana, immediately began operations to gain control of British West Florida. The Siege of Pensacola in 
1781 returned West Florida to Spain.

 Having lost control of the majority of its colonies, Britain had little interest in keeping Florida. 
Now an isolated outpost, it had little prospect of staying productive. On September 3, 1783, the Treaty 
of Paris was signed ending the American Revolution. In it Britain recognized the independence of the 
United States. 
 Under separate treaty, England ceded Florida back to Spain in exchange for the Bahaman Is-
lands.
 British subjects were given eighteen months to dispose of their property and evacuate. The 
transition brought confusion and disorder to East Florida. Banditti plundered plantations and travelers 
as the English evacuation continued into the spring of 1785. Some sought new homes to the West, 
some returned to England, and some went to establish a colony in the newly exchanged Bahamas.
 The Menorcans, who had arrived in 1777, were comfortable in the change. They were Catholics 
and spoke a language similar to Spanish. And they had established themselves in fishing, hunting, 
and cultivating groves and gardens. Some had become shopkeepers. St. Augustine was now their 
home.
 July 12, 1784, the Spanish flag was unfurled again over the capital to volleys from the Spanish 
infantry and a fourteen-gun salute from the artillery. Governor Zespedes wrote: “On the following day 
we rendered dutiful and solemn adoration to Christ the King, by attending the Te Deum.” 
 The curtain fell on twenty years of English occupation, and a second period under Spain began.

Governor James Grant

Governor Patrick Tonyn
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