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murray hill

	 From	Avondale	to	Arlington,	LaVilla	to	Lake	Shore,	the	
Southbank	to	the	Southside,	each	one	of	Jacksonville’s	over	
500	neighborhoods	has	its	own	distinct	character,	history,	and	
amenities.	In	the	upcoming	issues	of	EU	Jacksonville,	our	team	
of	writers	and	photographers	will	take	you	along	on	a	journey	
of	discovery,	introducing	you	to	stories,	residents,	and	mer-
chants	in	our	myriad	community	pockets,	as	well	as	highlight-
ing	the	many	public	facilities	at	our	disposal.	Did	you	know	
there	are	27	parks	in	San	Marco,	or	that	the	largest	neighbor-
hood	land	mass	is	in	the	Northside?

	 Let’s	learn	what’s	in	our	own	backyards.	You	just	might	like	
to	live	there	one	day.	Start	by	checking	out	this	issue’s	spot-
light	on	Murray	Hill.	

j a x  N e i g h b o r h o o d s
 Desiring the modern conveniences of a city, area residents voted to officially create the Town of Mur-
ray Hill in 1915. Hugh Lauder was elected as the town’s first mayor. Murray Hill’s main thoroughfare, Murray 
Hill Avenue (now Edgewood Avenue) connected the city with the railroad and the St. Johns River. Cassat Av-
enue, Black Creek Road (now Lenox), Nelson Street and Kingsbury Street served as Murray Hill’s boundaries.
 The major street network of Jacksonville was vastly different in 1920. Another 25 years would pass 
before the wide highways that make Jacksonville a deadly place for pedestrians and bicyclists today made 
their introduction to the region’s landscape. With no direct route to downtown Jacksonville, having a street-
car connection was essential to Murray Hill’s survival.
 The initial fanfare of being its own incorporated community didn’t last long. Within a decade after 
electing its first mayor, Murray Hill became known as “Murray Bottom.” $300,000 in debt, Murray Hill’s 
residents desired annexation into neighboring Jacksonville. At the time, Jacksonville had its problems as 
well. Long known as the largest city in Florida, Tampa had just surpassed it in population. Adding Murray 
Hill’s residents would be just enough for Jacksonville to one-up Central Florida’s largest city. Thus in 1925, 
the Town of Murray Hill was annexed by Jacksonville.
 World War II would forever change the complexion of Murray Hill and Jacksonville’s Westside. With 
Naval Air Station Jacksonville (NAS Jax) as an economic driver, residential growth in Murray Hill extended 
west of Cassat Avenue by 1948. By the end of World War II, four steady decades of growth had created a 
community featuring a diverse range of residential architecture within a walkable setting.
 During the 1960s, Jacksonville’s first fully enclosed shopping mall was planned for the site of Mur-
ray Hill’s Normandy Twin Drive-in Theatre. According to the developer, Edward J. DeBartolo, his new retail 
center would “employ the newest concepts in suburban shopping facilities.” In 1963, DeBartolo’s 462,000-
square foot Normandy Mall opened. Forever changing Jacksonville’s retail development patterns, the mall 
was anchored by Montgomery Ward, P.H. Rose, Food Fair, a 1,000-seat twin theatre, and 1,836 parking 
spaces. By the 1980s, the proliferation of malls in the area and new growth in fringe areas of Duval County 
had taken their toll on Murray Hill’s economy.
 Former Murray Hill resident Jon Reich was as close as anyone has ever come to being a bona fide 
Art Celebrity in Jacksonville. The iconic artist’s work was ubiquitous in Murray Hill during the 1970s and 

A Century-Old 
Neighborhood
Compiled	by	Ennis	Davis	and	Stephen	Dare,	with	additional	
information	by	Wayne	Wood,	courtesy	of	metrojacksonville.com

 Jacksonville’s Great Fire of 1901 was one of the most devastating urban fires in American history. 
However, the resulting reconstruction effort created Florida’s first metropolis. Murray Hill was one of the 
areas that sprung to life as a result.
 Platted as the suburb of Murray Hill Heights in 1906, the development was constructed on the site of 
the failed 1880s Edgewood development. Conceived around the same time as Henry Ford’s invention of the 
assembly line, Murray Hill was one of the first communities planned in Northeast Florida to accommodate 
automobiles with paved roads and detached garages. Murray Hill’s main thoroughfare, Murray Hill Avenue, 
was envisioned to be a landscaped boulevard similar to Springfield’s Main Street and New Orleans’ St. 
Charles Avenue.
 Located adjacent to the industrialized suburb of Lackawanna, developers marketed Murray Hill as 
the perfect place to live for the 1,000 workers at the Seaboard Air Line Railway’s locomotive shops near 
McDuff Avenue.
 Despite the rapid growth of Jacksonville, Murray Hill’s first years saw little building in the community, 
which lacked connectivity with the rest of Jacksonville. Thir teen years after the Great Fire, things began to 
change. With World War I underway, the Florida Military Academy opened with 75 boarders and 50 day ca-
dets in 1914. Later that year, Jacksonville Traction Company extended a streetcar line to the Florida Military 
Academy, finally connecting Murray Hill with Downtown.
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Where’s murray hill?
In Murray Hill

1171 Edgewood Ave S.  904-518-4907
also

2004 San Marco Blvd.   904-398-1004
and Jacksonville Beach

410 North 3rd Street    904-853-5688
Mon - Sat: 7:00 am - 2:00 pm ∙ Fri & Sat: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

maplestreetbiscuits.com
80s. In the early 80s, Reich left Jacksonville to continue his education at the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. By the time of his death at the age of 39 in 1992, the former Jacksonville artist had earned the 
nickname, “Liberace of the Arts.” A series of four nudes called “Transparencies I-IV”, the work that Reich is 
most known for, is in the Smithsonian collection.
 During the 1980s, Monroe Midyette, one of the most famous club owners in Jacksonville history, 
operated a quintessential gay disco known as College Station. His entertainment complex on Edgewood 
Avenue set the standard for LGBT nightlife in North Florida for two generations. It was an actual megaclub 
in a city that has never seen the like since.
 After Midyette closed College Station, the bar was reopened by Ken Kitsch as EDGE 17. For anyone 
acquainted with the story of Michael Alig and the New York Club Kids, one of the most notorious pop mur-
ders of the 90s, DJ Freeze, the guy who chopped up the body of Angel, is a local named Robert Riggs, and 
he and all of the Riverside Coolgays used to party there. Party Monster starring Seth Green and Macaulay 
Culkin is one of the films about the scandalous murder.
 Nationally, established neighborhoods like Murray Hill are benefitting from current development trends 
driven by 86 million millennials. With its proximity to popular Riverside/Avondale, and its present-day 
physical assets, there is a great possibility that Murray Hill’s Edgewood Avenue could become one of urban 
Jacksonville’s next emerging walkable districts. While there are several urban neighborhoods in Jacksonville 
that feature walkable commercial districts, very few are like Edgewood Avenue. Edgewood’s building stock of-
fers several opportunities for new businesses, while also being anchored by many long-time retail institutions.
 Unlike previous generations, many make locational decisions based on quality of life, and 80% desire 
to live in vibrant, central, pedestrian-friendly areas such as Murray Hill.
 Sustainability is also becoming an important economic driver. Communities that embrace green infra-
structure, offer adaptive reuse possibilities, and efficient transportation solutions are becoming increasingly 
popular.
 Furthermore, national trends are favoring neighborhoods that are bike- and transit-friendly. With prop-
erty values being 15-20% higher near rail stations, many cities are utilizing investments in fixed transit to 
stimulate infill economic development. Facing budget shortfalls, many cities are looking to become more fis-
cally viable by encouraging growth in areas where public investment in infrastructure has already been made.
 The downfall of the real estate market in 2008 has created a situation where infill growth and multi-
family housing has become popular. Locally, this can be witnessed in Brooklyn and the Southside around 
St. Johns Town Center.
 Within the urban core, development pressure from these trends creates organic growth opportunities 
for areas that facilitate trends instead of stymying them. Locally, difficulties in establishing arts and enter-
tainment-oriented uses in Downtown opened the door for Riverside’s emerging CoRK Arts District and King 
Street in recent years.
 Given its original period of development, Murray Hill’s landscape features several well preserved and 
maintained parks within a walkable setting. This is an asset that is hard to find in great supply in Jackson-
ville. Murray Hill’s infrastructure, building fabric, and physical location provide it with the opportunity to take 
advantage of national mobility trends. With growth spanning a century, Murray Hill’s building stock is as 
architecturally diverse as it gets in Jacksonville.
 With all these advantages, the future of Murray Hill can be whatever its residents want their community 
to become. 

Bordered by Interstate 10, Cassat Avenue, Park Street and Roosevelt Blvd, 

Murray Hill is another historic neighborhood in the midst of gentrification. 

Platted in 1906, incorporated as a separate city in 1916 and annexed by 

Jacksonville in 1925, the neighborhood consists of a mix of commercial and 

residential structures with a diverse collection of architectural details that 

make it stand out among the urban core neighborhoods.
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 However, everything has a price, and for Murray Hill the price of a deal is walking closely with danger. For the 
great majority of the area, one would not think twice about an evening stroll that goes a little long and into dusk, or 
about a visit to the corner mart after dark. However, a few streets over, your stroll would become a jog as the light 
faded, and there are corner stores that are hostile environments once the sun goes down. A lot of residents feel that 
these safety issues are not addressed in a way that is meaningful to the neighborhood. Most feel that increased bike officer 
presence throughout the neighborhood, and developing a personable, hands-on approach to safety, might make a ne’er-
do-well think twice. However, if the past is an indication, such actions are a long way from becoming more than words.
 I see things like the lack of sidewalks on main thoroughfares, (especially on Edgewood from College St to Lenox, 
and Rosselle St where it passes under Highway 17), poor upkeep of landscaping, and general lack of financial incentive 
for development, to be a serious injustice to the neighborhood, a neighborhood that has managed to keep its proverbial 
head above water, as the city’s attentions have been diverted to flashier areas.
 Infrastructure and safety aside, Murray Hill has done a great job staying upright through the decades of city ne-
glect. A lot of the metro areas did not do as well--and this is entirely due to the tenacity of the people and families that 
stay, and care about it. Then, as now, they patronize the local businesses as well as bringing in people from outside the 
neighborhood. The enthusiasm of the residents for bringing in new faces has made all the difference. You will meet your 
neighbors, if you go to any one of the restaurants on a Friday night.
 As the times they are a’changin,’ the MHPA and other neighborhood organizations are using the internet and social 
media to connect the neighborhood in new and exciting ways.
 If you would like to be connected to Murray Hill, you can; “like” the Murray Hill Preservation Association page on 
Facebook or visit their official website, www.murrayhilljax.com. You can join our news partner www.metrojacksonville.
com and become active on their discussion forum, of which there is a section dedicated to Murray Hill. There is also 
www.murrayhilljacksonville.nextdoor.com, which is our own little neighborhood discussion board. All of these ways to 
connect, and the people who go out of their way to provide those opportunities to the residents, preserve Murray Hill as 
one of the most authentic of Jacksonville neighborhoods.
 Take this as your invitation to venture on Edgewood Ave, or meander through our quiet, tree-lined streets. How-
ever, be warned, you might want to stay and fight our good fight.

murray hill A Resident’s 
Perspective BY MONICA TOUPS

 As a serial renter, I have resided in most of Jacksonville’s urban neighborhoods. I have 
lived in Murray Hill for more than three years now, and it is by far the most welcoming neighbor-
hood I’ve inhabited. The business owners remember you and what you like, and the people out 
and about say “hello” to you on your walk. It is only becoming easier to be a good neighbor, as 
the local organizations develop a presence online, and we residents are able to come together 
digitally, as well as personally. 
 In the realm of personal interaction, I went to a Murray Hill Preservation Association 
(MHPA) and Friends of the Murray Hill Library, (FMHL) “Pop-up” dinner recently. It was a tick-
eted, potluck dinner, to benefit the organizations, in which two hours before the event everyone 
was told where to show up. The location began as a mown, empty lot somewhere in the ‘hood; 
within an hour it was transformed.
 The theme of the evening was “Alice in Wonderland.” Strands of twinkle lights were strung 
between the trees. A vocalist softly sang and played guitar--it was, indeed, quite magical. There 
was friendly competition over costumes and table décor, and a silent auction. The participants 
had been in contact the previous week with the table captain (who brought and decorated the 
table), as to what everyone seated at that table would bring. Once everyone had gathered and 
mingled, everyone returned to their table to enjoy the dishes, relax (BYOB), and chat. There was 
a feeling that this is a community genuinely looking to connect with its residents.
 When I left the gathering, I considered the conversations I had that evening. I was not sure 
how to frame this article, because I know my voice is not the voice of every resident. 

 Murray Hill is in transition as a neighborhood. It is experiencing a renewal of a kind, with 
lots of new residents, new commerce and unfortunately, old problems.
 Murray Hill has taken the reins as the best place to get a bang for your residential buck in 
the metro area. Most of the people I harassed for this story said they moved here because the 
“tightening of the belt” brought them. I also spoke to a few who had been here long before the 
Murray Hill market was “hot,” and they largely said the same. The houses here were not too old, 
not too new. Prices were right, and a spare lot could be had. Even in the rental market, Murray 
Hill shines. The same cannot be said for some of the other urban neighborhoods.

photo	by	fran	ruchalski

photo	by	geaorge	e.	deaconphoto	by	geaorge	e.	deacon

Friends of the 
Murray Hill Library 

“Pop-up” Dinner
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Shop Murray Hill
BY ROB MIDDLETON

services
 Murray Hill’s main street is Edgewood Avenue, with a greater variety of businesses 
in the one-mile stretch bookended by US-17 and I-10 than in many small towns. Major 
landmarks along the route from Roosevelt Blvd to Lenox Ave include Jones College, BBVA 
Compass Bank, Edgewood Bakery, music venue Murray Hill Theatre with its friendly 
Fringe Cafe, Murray Hill branch library, Bank of America, Hardage-Giddens Funeral 
Home, Edgewood United Methodist Church and even the North Florida Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. The Murray Hill branch library is more important than ever — now that 
Willow Branch has closed this the closest branch for all of Riverside-Avondale. It’s an early 
voting location too. 

PamPer yourself
 Mixed in with these major struc-
tures you’ll find just about all that you 
require. In addition to the food offerings 
(see pages 8 and 9), there are multiple 
sandwich shops, convenience stores, 
a Cambodian grocery, Wok’N’Roll Chi-
nese take-out and the area Five Star 
Pizza location (on Plymouth, 2 blocks 
off Edgewood). Tobacco needs old 
and new are covered between Tobacco 
Galore and Blackhat Vapor Shop. Tak-
ing care of oneself in other ways might 
require a visit to Faith Jewelers. Your appearance is covered, with multiple beauty salons 
and barber shops, Universal Nails and Spa and Alaric Health. 
 Further pamper yourself and your home by stopping at Robin’s Furniture, Angeloff’s 
New Look Furniture, Kaylamill Boutique and Mara’s Vintage Shop, where a stunning va-
riety of carefully selected merchandise is yours for a reasonable price. To get your homes 
just right, the neighborhood even boasts of one of the few remaining independent hardware 
stores, Curry Thomas. 

Go crazy for discounts
 Have you ever wished something valuable would fall off a truck in front of your house? 
Well, all those things actually end up at J&R Discount! Located next to Crazy Egg on Post 
Street, J&R Discount is a place totally worth seeing for yourself. 
 At the corner of Edgewood and Lenox is Dedge’s Lock and Key, with a reputation as 
one of the best places in the city for locksmith services. Next to that on Lenox is the mythi-
cal Goodwill store where everything is sold by the pound. You heard us. Someone is walk-
ing out right now with the best stuff that they paid only $4 for—why are you still reading 
this?! Go there now! 

Mara’s	Vintage	Shopphoto	by	geaorge	e.	deacon

Blackhat	Vapor	Shop
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 Local Murray Hill business owner Bernie Zitomer of Bernie’s Wine Stop says that a neighbor-
hood like Murray Hill, sandwiched between industrial, commercial, and upscale residential, serves as 
a sort of “barometer of the economy.” Judging from the food providers and restaurants flourishing 
there, things are looking up for all of us.
 New to the neighborhood this year are Knead, Maple Street Biscuit Company, and Bella Vita Piz-
zeria. They have joined ranks with some of the most classic food destinations in Jacksonville.
Knead, which you might recognize as the bread provider for Bold Bean in Riverside, opened up their 
own place in Murray Hill. They serve artisan sandwiches, bread, pies, and, of course, Bold Bean 
coffee (they’re next door). We hear their croissants are transcendent. They’re open for breakfast 7am-
2pm Tuesday-Sunday. Decor is vintage modern, and it’s been wildly popular since it opened.
 Hometown fast(ish)-food favorite Maple Street Biscuit Company already feels like it’s been part 
of the Murray Hill neighborhood forever. The first Maple Street opened in the San Marco neighbor-
hood in 2012, and a total of four locations have opened, three of which are in our area. If you haven’t 
been to a Maple Street, you should, because it’s an important part of Jacksonville’s burgeoning food 
scene. Order at the counter and answer a quirky question that changes every day. (Example ques-
tions: what’s your favorite scary movie? Dream vacation destination?) They call your answer instead 
of your name when your order is up. Large tables encourage communal seating. It’s Southern com-
fort food with just enough of a modern twist to keep it interesting. Most of the menu is made up of 

biscuit sandwiches, along with Southern sides. You won’t go away hungry.
 Bella Vita Pizzeria just opened last April. The owners say that they were attracted to Murray 
Hill because it’s such a family-oriented neighborhood. Stacks of high chairs and easy-to-clean, vinyl-
topped tables show they’re ready for the toughest of toddlers! You can also find Christian faith on 
their marquee menu (they let you know that “God is Great!”), along with a Bible verse (John 3:16) 
and a cross reverently scrawled in neon on a light-up sign. Just because “pizzeria” is in the name 
doesn’t mean they don’t serve other things—pasta, subs, wings, jalapeno poppers and baked pota-
toes are some of the selections they offer.
 Diner Crazy Egg isn’t such a newcomer, having opened their doors in 2010. This family-
owned diner is known for their hash browns, breakfast, and lunch, but they are also open until 
9pm on weekdays. 

Eat Your Fill in

murray hill
BY ERIN THURSBY

Community Loaves Swimming Yesterday

Maple Street Biscuit Company
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Wine with Guidance, Not Pretense 

BY ROB MIDDLETON

 Wine is more popular with Americans than ever, but the recent trends in wine retail 
have been big box retailers and online ordering. Neither of these provide the personal experi-
ence available at Bernie’s Wine Stop. 
 After serving the neighborhood’s wine needs for almost twenty years, Bernie Zitomer 
could be considered a Murray Hill institution. You would remember Bernie if you ever visited 
the Wine Warehouse on Edgewood. Bernie operates his new wine shop a block away from 
the old store location in a new strip of shops that includes Swimming Yesterday Seafood and 
The Growing Tree children’s boutique. 

There are two variations of the Bernie experience that I would recommend for the uninitiated: 

1) Drop in during his Friday wine tastings (5-7pm; $5) that draw a steady crowd of loyal 
regulars mixed with newbies. Each tasting includes a handful of wines and a sampling of 
cheeses. You can feel free to discuss the wines or just hang out and enjoy this weekly 
neighborhood gathering that might be your stop on the way home from work or the start of 
your Friday night out. 

2) The tastings are a blast, but for a one-on-one Bernie experience, just go there any time 
he’s open during the week (Tue-Sat 10:30am-7pm). In under a minute you’ll tell Bernie what 
you think you’re looking for and what you’re willing to spend, and he’ll produce a recom-
mendation that you are bound to be happy with. It happens every day, over and over. You do 
not need to remember what wines to buy when you have Bernie. And, to make the process 
even more effortless, the computer can record your purchases for future reference. It’s that 
easy to select a great bottle of wine in Murray Hill! Aren’t we lucky? 
 Bernie’s Wine Stop is at 1080 Edgewood Avenue, next to BBVA Compass Bank. You 
can reach them at 647-6658.

Pick up some vino at Bernie’s Wine, fresh fish from Swimming Yesterday, and freshly baked organic 
bread from Community Loaves. Grab a little dessert from Edgewood Bakery, and you’ll be set.
 Swimming Yesterday stocks local catches from Mayport and around Florida. When patrons 
walk through the door, owner Shane Tanner greets them by name and remembers their past orders. 
They serve clientele not just from Murray Hill but also from nearby Avondale and surrounding neigh-
borhoods.
 Both Bernie’s Wine Stop and Community Loaves foster a sense of community with weekly 
events. See our story on Bernie’s Weekly Wine Tastings to the lower left. Community Loaves bakes 
all-organic sourdough and whole grain breads. Once a week they hold a relaxing pizza night in their 
cozy back garden, often with live entertainment. (With vegan and vegetarian options on offer!) Their 
delicious and creative personal pizzas are different each week. They also hold monthly classes on 
bread, pizza, and pastry-making. Community Loaves is carried at Native Sun and Grassroots and is 
also served at Brew, Sweet Theory, and Black Sheep.
 Murray Hill’s Edgewood strip is shaping up as great destination for food lovers, and all that deli-
ciousness is bringing an already wonderful community even closer together.

 Take out or eat in, Murray Hill gets its punk-pizza from the ever-tasty Moon River Pizza. It’s easy 
to spot their distinctive logo and neon. Hipster panache, local art on the walls and damn good pies 
keep the locals coming back.
 Classic Murray Hill eats Edgewood Bakery and The Dreamette have been around for as long as 
they have for a reason.
 Since 1947, Edgewood Bakery has been serving the Murray Hill community. But just because 
they’ve been around for a while doesn’t mean they haven’t evolved. They’ve expanded from just 
pastries, cookies, and cakes, to having a lunch menu and a cafe. Patrons often relax in the outdoor 
courtyard as they catch lunch or nibble on something sweet.
 The Dreamette just celebrated their 66th year. It’s THE classic soft-serve ice cream shop of 
Jacksonville, and the original location is in Murray Hill. You can also get a super-thick milkshake or 
let them mix candy or flavor into it for a unique dessert, although most stick with a classic soft-serve 
chocolate, vanilla, or combination swirl. It’s a great place to take the kids, but adults of the neighbor-
hood will often end a hard day at work with a soft-serve cone.
 Should you want to have supper at home, there are four places you might visit on Edgewood. 

Swimming Yesterday

Edgewood	BakeryBernie’s Wine Stop
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The majority of Jacksonville’s take-away places have a set 
deadline before Thanksgiving or Christmas to have the order in 
by, and most often you must pick up the day before, so please 
call for deadlines. If you’d like to use this option, planning ahead 
is essential. With that in mind, we’ve gathered some of the best 
together for your consideration.

Soul Food BiStro
5310 Lenox Avenue suite 1, 394-0860
11876 Atlantic Blvd, 394-2801
thesoulfoodbistro.com

 Potter’s House Soul Food Bistro does brisk business at 

their cafeteria-style restaurant under normal circumstances, but 
during the holidays a lot of people order from their catering to 
bring home for special dinners. You, too, can be a hero just by 
bringing large quantities of the best mac and cheese in Jackson-
ville to Thanksgiving Dinner. Don’t think you can get away with 
pretending you made it, because everyone will ask for the recipe, 
and that’s a closely guarded secret. Other popular holiday items 
include their cornbread dressing, collards, and their super-sweet 
potato pie. Soul Food Bistro has two locations, one on the West-
side one on Atlantic Boulevard.
 
Simply Sara’S
2902 Corinthian Ave, 387-1000
simplysaras.net

 Simply Sara’s got their start with cookies. While you can 
take home far more than that today, if you need fresh-baked 
cookies, they’ve got you covered. Want to get fancy? Then 
ask them to gussy up your baked goods with a holiday basket, 
which is one of the services they offer. They’ve built up a loyal 
customer-base, serving Southern-style dinners, so if you’d like 
to sample their food before committing to bringing home their 
chicken and dumplings for a holiday shindig, you can. They make 
everything from scratch, emphasizing that Simply Sara’s doesn’t 
even take big-box food delivery. Instead, they actually shop at the 
farmer’s market several times a week, get deliveries from local 
chicken farmers and shop at a local meat market.
 
Bella Sera
919 King St, 387-8483
cateringbyliz.com

 Liz Grenamyer is one of the top caterers in town. If you’ve 

Take Away Your Holiday Stress
In the midst of the hectic holidays, it’s easy to lose sight of what’s important. Time 

with those we love is always valuable. This holiday season, instead of worrying 
over the perfect meal, why not let the experts step in? Jacksonville is full of options 
when it comes to caterers and take-home meals. Whether it’s a family gathering or 

a holiday party, there’s no need to stress over that special meal! 

Take-Away Food 
BY ERIN THURSBY

 Whether you are hosting a corporate event or a traditional family gath-
ering, the easiest way to savor a holiday event is to leave it to the profes-
sionals. The right caterer will blend all of the right ingredients to ensure that 
your holiday feast remains in good taste.
 It is important to have an idea of menu and theme in mind when you 
begin your search for a caterer. The right company will be able to deliver 
your vision and remain within your budget. It is also critical that they ad-
here to any dietary restrictions or requests that you set forth for your event.
 “You should have an idea or a general concept in mind of what you 
are looking for,” says catering coordinator Chelsea Clekis of The Perfect 
Pear catering company in Jacksonville. “During the holidays, we like to do 
festive, seasonal menus with flavors that people recognize as traditional 
holiday foods.”
 “For businesses, it is best to stick to the basics unless they request a 
specific theme,” says Clekis. “When we do an event at someone’s home, 
we like to customize it to fit their theme.”
 A seasonal menu without a theme could feature familiar Christmas 
dishes such as roast goose or a roasted glazed duck, stuffed turkey, cran-
berry sauce, brown sugar glazed ham, mashed sweet potatoes and can-
died nuts. Dessert could include hot chocolate, peppermint bark and egg 
nog.
 If you are hosting a traditional Hanukkah dinner, the menu will feature 
kosher selections such as potato latkes, rugelach, kugel (jewish pudding or 
casserole), sufganiot (Jewish doughnuts), mushroom soup, honey-glazed 
lamb, roasted chicken and challah bread.
 Themes can vary widely, putting a fun twist on an otherwise typical 

BY LIza MITcHELL

The Perfect Pear

Bella Sera

Holiday Catering

holiday party or dinner. Inspiration can come from anywhere, 
including holiday movies, such as A Christmas Story, arguably 
one of the most famous holiday movies around. Your menu can 
feature 1940s era favorites from the movie, such as duck and 
turkey (minus an appearance from the Bumpus’ turkey-eating 
dogs!) Compliment the entreés with other traditional holiday 
foods like cranberries and potatoes, serve Coca-Cola in glass 
bottles, or even hire an attendant to scoop root beer floats and 
milkshakes to guests. For dessert, create a sweets table featur-
ing the most popular candies of the 1940s, like Bit-o-Honey, 
black licorice, Bazooka Bubble Gum, Dots, Bonomo Turkish 
Taffy and Almond Joys. And consider placing a life-size leg lamp 
in an accessible location for guests to take pictures with. It is a 
playful element that adds just the right amount of whimsy to an 
event without going over the top. 
 Whatever your theme, at its most basic level, catering is 
all about food. No matter how beautifully a venue is decorated 
or how carefully the place settings are arranged, the food is the 
most valuable centerpiece.
 While it’s imperative that you communicate your needs 
and wants to any potential caterer, it is paramount to the suc-
cess of the event that they are actively listening rather than 
the polite smile-and-nod. Once you agree on your terms, 
it’s time to step back and let the magic happen. Regardless 
of the scale of the event, trust in your caterer to deliver a 
memorable experience for everyone. The more creative the 
caterer, the more space they will have to interpret your vision 
from whimsical to traditional or rustic to classic.
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MojoBBQ.com

been to a prestigious event, from art openings 
to fundraisers, chances are Catering by Liz had 
something to do with it. Her gourmet-to-go shop 
Bella Sera, is the perfect way to simplify your 
holiday. Chive butter-basted turkey breast and 
whole beef tenderloin with Crème Fraiche and 
Silver Dollar Rolls are two of the main course 
selections. Add to a holiday par ty by picking up 
their crab cakes and their brie baked in pastry 
with sugared pecans. Or, just impress at potluck 
by bringing one of their side items or desser ts: 
dressing (also available in gluten-free), creamed 
spinach, roasted brussel sprouts tossed with 
bacon and shallots, pumpkin chiffon pie or a 
Southern bourbon pecan pie. Orders should be 
placed by noon on the 22nd of November, to be 
picked up between noon and 7pm on November 
25-26. For the full menu go to cateringbyliz.com 
and click on Bella Sera on the upper right of the 
screen.

terry’S Kitchen
4218 St. Johns Ave, 388-1743
terrystogo.com

 If you like to keep a local flavor to your 
meals, go with Terry’s Kitchen. Basically, they 
make the meal, you heat it up in your kitchen. 
Because many items are freshly made, then 
frozen, that means you can plan your meal in 
advance and stock your freezer. The good news? 
It’ll still taste fresh and homemade. They have 
plenty of items in their freezers that you can pick 
up, such as their popular chicken veggie pie, their 
bow tie pasta, lasagna, classic mac and cheese 
and more. If you want something specific, just 
call Terry herself, and they can have it for you 
ahead of time. Calling ahead can be important 
during the rush of the holidays. She takes orders 
for whole and half-turkeys, as well as just white 
or dark meat. With enough notice, she can even 

cook a casserole in one of your baking dishes 
from home. That way it looks prettier than a foil 
container, and, as an added bonus, your guests 
are much more likely to think you’ve cooked it 
yourself! Terry says that her most popular item, 
holidays or not, is her chicken tetrazzini: “We 
can’t seem to make enough of it!”
 
tidBitS
1076 Hendricks Ave, 396-0528
8535 Baymeadows Rd., 516-4144
tidbitsfood.com

 Most well-known for their famous chicken 
salad, Tibits is best if you want to cater a more 
casual par ty or serve something for a busi-
ness meeting. You’ll get rave reviews of their 
potato salad, soup, and top-notch sandwiches. 
Don’t forget to order the lemon cake! Should 
you want to sample what they have to offer in 
advance, you’ll have to brave a bit of a line to 
order one of their deli-style lunches. But don’t 
worry, the wait is wor thwhile! They now have 
two locations as they opened up on Baymead-
ows last year.
 
native Sun marKet
10000 San Jose Blvd, 260-6950
11030 Baymeadows Rd, 260-2791
nativesunjax.com

 If you like to eat healthy, delicious food, are 
vegan, vegetarian or have other specific dietary 
requirements that make the fat-saturated season 
a bit annoying, talk to the guys behind the counter 
at Native Sun Market. Their deli case can make 
the holiday season healthy, tasty AND impress 
your guests! There are two Native Sun locations, 
but the one at Baymeadows and 9A has a larger, 
more extensive deli case. Call to see what will be 
in their case close to the holidays and what you 
can order ahead of time.
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Dish UpDate
where to eat, drink & be merry by erin thursby

1506 King Street
904.379.6968
SilverCowJax.com

Kitchen is always open.
Happy Hour everyday, 3 - 7 pm. 

Monday is our all day HH. 
Tues. is Open Mic night, 2nd 

Wed. Bards & Brews 
(spoken word, poetry night)

Pint nights and tastings monthly

70 bottled and 
canned craft beers

33 taps for 
beer and cider

32 various bottles 
of boutique wines

Nov 6&7 Champions for ChilDren Gala 
The Champions for Children Gala is the largest 
fundraiser of the MaliVai Washington Youth 
Foundation. The Gala dinner and auction will be 
held at Florida Blue on November 6th with the 
tennis pro-am on November 7th at San Jose 
Country Club. 5:45pm, $195 Individual Dinner 
Ticket. Florida Blue Conference Center, 4800 
Deerwood Campus Parkway, malwashington.com.

Nov 8 pUerto riCan Carnival of floriDa 
Celebrate culture with live entertainment, food, 
vendors and more. 2pm– 2am.The Jacksonville 
Landing, 2 W Independent Drive, 353-1188, 
jacksonvillelanding.com.

Nov 8 the 11th annUal festival D’vine 
Taste an extensive selection of wines from well-
known vintners and delicious food from top area 
restaurants. 6:30pm. Tickets are $75 for regular 
patrons and $50 for ages 21 to 35. Treaty Oak 
Park, 1207 Prudential Dr., 224-0062, ccbjax.
org/events.php.

Nov 9 Grape esCape The ultimate wine tasting 
experience presented by Premier Beverage 
Company. Proceeds benefit the CHILD Cancer 
Fund. The Grand Tasting will be hosted by Ovinte 
at the St. Johns Town Center and feature wine 
selections curated by world renowned Master 

Sommelier Andrew McNamera. 3pm, $65. 
Ovinte 10208 Buckhead Branch Drive, grape-
escapejax.com.

Nov 9 Dim sUm sUnDay Dim sum is a bit like 
an Asian appetizer extravaganza. Blue Bamboo 
holds Dim Sum Sunday just ONCE a month. 
Blue Bamboo, 3820 Southside Blvd, 646-1478, 
bluebamboojacksonville.com.

Nov 12 veGan pop-Up Dinner Five-course 
vegan dinner, from Chef Amadeus, winner of Food 
Network’s Mexican Showdown. Tickets are $35 
plus tax and must be purchased in advance on 
the website. Azucena Deli, 100 E. Forsyth St., 
jaxfoodieadventures.com.

Nov 18 30th annUal empty Bowls 
lUnCheon The luncheon, sponsored by Winn-
Dixie, aims to raise awareness of the hunger 
problem in Northeast Florida. Attendees will 
be served a light lunch by local celebrities 
while enjoying live music and a short program 
about local hunger. Each attendee also selects 
one handcrafted ceramic bowl as a keepsake. 
Additional bowls are $10. Doors open at 11am 
for ceramic bowl selection, $30 individual tickets, 
$300 Nonprofit Tables, $600 Corporate Tables VIP 
tickets. Prime Osborn Convention Center, 1000 
Water St., 730-8239, wenourishhope.org.

Nov 15 artisan market BenefitinG 
BeaChes CommUnity kitChen Free coffee 
and delicious food samples will enhance your 
shopping experience from artists, craftspeople 
and food vendors. Donate $5 for a raffle ticket, and 
all money will go directly to Beaches Community 
Kitchen. All of the vendors are donating to support 
this cause, too! Beaches Community Kitchen 
is 100% volunteer driven; they cook and deliver 
hot, healthy meals weekly to the elderly, poor, 
and homebound at the Beaches. 1-4pm, Big Fish 
Power Yoga, 3852 S. 3rd St, Jacksonville Beach, 
bigfishpoweryoga.com.

Nov 15 the Great floriDa Craft Beer 
GUiDe Book siGninG Mark DeNote will be 
signing copies of The Great Florida Beer Guide. 
Whether you’re a local or a tourist, a newbie or 
a beer snob, it is essential reading. 3-8pm, Free. 
Intuition Ale Works, 720 King St, 683-7720, 
intuitionaleworks.com

Nov 20 mosh after Dark: whiskey 
workshop Learn about the history of whiskey 
and what it takes to make this popular type of liquor. 
Doors open at 6pm. Participants must be 21 and up. 
$20, MOSH Members receive a 20% discount. 1025 
Museum Cir, 396-6674, themosh.org

Nov 22 Colonial aUtUmn in spanish 
floriDa Fall was harvest-time for the families 
living at Fort Mose. This event will feature a 
farmers’ market of vegetables, herbs, and fruits 
from colonial Florida that are still grown locally 
today. Re-enactors will demonstrate how the local 
produce was cooked in 18th-century Florida. Fort 
Mose Historic State Park, 15 Fort Mose Trail, St. 
Augustine, (877)352-4478, floridalivinghistory.org.

Nov 22 fall fest fooD trUCk festival 
Gobble up delicious food from over a dozen 
Jax Truckies Food Trucks featuring a live DJ, 
craft beer, great food, and more. 4–9pm. The 
Jacksonville Landing, 2 W Independent Drive 
353-1188, jacksonvillelanding.com.

Nov 22 12th annUal riversiDe wine fest 
This charitable fall festival features food, live 
entertainment, and, of course, wine! Go to the 
website for more info and advance tickets. 
Riverside Liquors, 1251 King Street, 354-1001, 
riversidewinefest.com.

Nov 21 13th annUal oyster roast One of 
the best parties of the year, but more importantly, 
the Roast is a critical fundraising event, helping 
to support the St. Johns Riverkeeper. 7pm. 
Tickets are $125 ($75 if you are 35 years of age 
or younger). Garden Club of Jacksonville, 1005 
Riverside Avenue, stjohnsriverkeeper.org.

Nov 27 GivinG thanks at azUrea Azurea 
takes away the stress of holiday planning, 
preparing a feast for families and loved ones to 
enjoy. Beginning at 11am guests enjoy à la carte 
brunch items until 2pm, before fall favorites 
such as Roasted Pumpkin Gnocchi and Grape 
Leaf Wrapped Pheasant Breast will be served 
alongside traditional Thanksgiving offerings until 
8pm. One Ocean Resort & Spa, One Ocean Blvd, 
Atlantic Beach, 249-7402, oneoceanresort.com.

Nov 28-Dec 23 hiGh tea with an oCean 
view The traditional holiday afternoon tea is 
held daily, featuring a selection of warming teas 
and sandwiches including Georgia Pecan Praline 
and Chicken Salad and Shaved Smithfield Country 
Ham, as well as an assortment of tartlets and tea 
cookies. Reservations required. 3–5pm. $25 per 
person. One Ocean Resort & Spa, One Ocean Blvd, 

 Vagabond Coffee has been popping up Downtown. This mobile coffeehouse serves up Bold Bean out 
of a sweet little trailer. Search them out on Facebook to find out when they will next appear!
 Urban Grind Coffee Company is set to open its second location at 45 West Bay Street at the end of the 
month in the historic Drew Building. It will be eco-friendly and is constructed with re-purposed salvage. For 
more info, go to urbangrindcoffeeco.com.
 Another food truck is slated to go to brick and mortar. Super Food will be opening in 4-6 months at 
Main and Forsyth downtown.
 By December, the newly renovated Seminole Club Building will be opened and christened with a 
new name and purpose: Sweet Pete’s and The Candy Apple Cafe & Cocktails. The people behind the Cafe 
portion of the building are The Chef’s Garden, who are also responsible for the Cafe at the Cummer.
 Rock & Brews, a family-friendly restaurant brand owned by KISS rockers Paul Stanley and Gene Simmons, 
have announced their intention to expand into Florida, with a definite interest in the Jacksonville market. 
 At the end of last month Another Broken Egg Cafe opened in Tapestry Park. Check them out at 
anotherbrokenegg.com. 
 This month in Jacksonville Beach, a restaurant called 904 will open on Penman Road. Farm-to-table 
and modern Southern comfort food are central to the concept. 
 Rumor has it that St. Aug-based Hyppo Gourmet Ice Pops is interested in a spot at Brooklyn Station. 
 A Burger Fi will be going into Brooklyn Station, but if you can’t wait to try it, Jacksonville’s first Burger 
Fi is opening up the 12th at the St. Johns Town Center.
 Native Sun Natural Foods Market will be opening a location at the Beach! The third location is expected 
to open on the corner of 3rd Street and 15th Avenue North in the first quarter of next year. 
 A limited edition Movembrew beer from Jacksonville’s Intuition Ale Works will be on tap at various 
local restaurants, including Moxie Kitchen + Cocktails in the month of November. For each of the English-
style bitters sold at Moxie, $1 will be donated to Movember Jax. Moxie will also donate $2 per Sloppy “Mo” 
Combo sold. Movember Jax is the Jacksonville chapter of the Movember Foundation: a worldwide, grassroots 
charity focused on men’s health awareness, which often revolves around growing magnificent beards and 
mustaches. For more info about Movember Jax and other events this month, visit movemberjax.com
 All month TITLE Boxing Club – San Pablo is partnering with Jacksonville’s City Rescue Mission to 
“Knock Out Hunger.” Non-members are welcome to take unlimited classes in November with a donation 
of five non-perishable food items per class, which will be donated directly to City Rescue Mission. Sherry 
Warren, Volunteer Coordinator at CRM, says that spices such as Montreal seasonings, garlic, pepper or 
soup stocks are especially appreciated. 
 Saturdays during a Veterans United Craft Brewery Tour take a spin around a production brewery, 
and sample a few tasty craft beers. Tours include a souvenir logo tasting glass and sample pours. Every 
Saturday: 1:30, 2:30, 3:30 & 4:30pm. $5. Veterans United Craft Brewery Tour, 8999 Western Way #104, 
vubrew.com.
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What’s BreWing
Decorations. That’s what signifies the last 

quarter of every year for me. Followers of my 
blog know how I long for the holidays of my 
youth: Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christ-
mas. The longing is for a time when they were 
indeed separate on a commercial level, not the 
amalgamation of the three.

However, my focus today is on the deco-
rations. “Why have them?” I’ve asked myself. 
“October 31, December 25, and the third 
Thursday in November will still come around 
even if you sell all your holiday decorations 
during your annual Fourth of July neighbor-
hood yard sale.” 

You have them because they enrich your 
experience. The experience is what you re-
member--maybe not in minute detail and some 

Thanksgiving At

The Hilltop
Buffet Dinner:

Roasted Tom Turkey
with Giblet Gravy and Cranberry Relish

Carved Top Round of Certified Angus Beef
with Mushrooms Bordelaise and Horseradish Sauce

Carved Honey Glazed Ham
Baked Tilapia 

topped with Tomato Caper Relish
Corn Bread Stuffing   Candied Yams

Garlic Mashed Potatoes
Green Bean Almondine

Sweet Whole Kernel Corn

Breakfast Station    Appetizer Station
Salad Station    Dessert Buffet

Adults $32.95 per person
Children 3-10 $14.95

2030 Wells Road · Orange Park
Call For

Reservations (904) 272-5959
www.hilltop-club.com

BY REGINA HEFFINGTON, THE jAx BREw BITcH

Aardwolf Brewery (1461 Hendricks Ave)
Beer: 30 (1271 King St)
Blind Pig (901 King St)
Bold City Brewery (2670 Rosselle St)
The Brix Taphouse (300 2nd St North)
Broudy’s Fine Wine & Spirits (353 Marsh Landing Pkwy)
Burro Bar (100 East Adams St)
The Casbah Cafe (3628 St. Johns Ave)
Culhane’s Irish Pub (967 Atlantic Blvd)
Dahlia’s Pour House (2695 Post St)
Derby on Park (1068 Park St)
Engine 15 Brewing Company (1500 Beach Blvd)
European Street Cafe (992 Beach Blvd and 2752 Park St)
Fionn’s MacCool’s Irish Restaurant & Pub (Jacksonville Landing)
The Garage (2692 Post St)
Gas Full Service Restaurant (9 Anastasia Blvd)
Grassroots Natural Market (2007 Park St)
Green Room Brewing (228 3rd Street North)
Indochine San Marco & Buddha Lounge (1974 San Marco Blvd)
Intuition Ale Works (720 King St)
J.P Henley’s Beers & Wines of the World (10 Marine St)
Kickbacks Gastropub (910 King St)
Lynch’s Irish Pub (514 1st Street North)
Mezze Bar & Grill (2016 Hendricks Ave)
O’ Brothers Irish Pub (1521 Margaret St)
Pele’s Wood Fire (2665 Park St)
Pinglehead Brewing Company / Brewer’s Pizza (14B Blanding Blvd)
Poe’s Tavern (363 Atlantic Blvd)
River City Brewing Company (835 Museum Cir)
Silver Cow (1506 King St)
Total Wine & More (4413 Town Center Pkwy)
Veterans United Craft Brewery (8999 Western Way #104)
Whole Foods Market (10601 San Jose Blvd)

definitely more than others--but overall, you 
remember the Christmas of 1994 when you 
decorated your home and tree with your family; 
the Halloween you had a House of Horror set 
up in your garage; the Thanksgiving with the 
paper turkeys strung in the windows.

Craft beer provides experiences through-
out the entire year. But this time of year brings 
you some special concoctions created for 
this special amalgamated season. Fall beers 
continue to be available in November--look for 
pumpkin-flavored microbrews on tap and on 
the shelves of your favorite craft beer purveyor. 

Christmas-inspired beers are already 
being ordered from distributors around town. 
Spice, cinnamon, and even spruce tree tips, 
can make their way into the brewing process. 
You will be amazed at how your Yuletide sea-
son will be enhanced by trying these artistically 
created formulations. Even discriminating craft 
beer aficionados will admit to having at least 
one pumpkin-flavored beer and one Christmas 
beer before the end of the year.

If you are a newbie to craft beer or have 
never treated your palate to microbrewed 
products, this time of year is for you! Get in the 
spirit! Ask the friendly and helpful staff at the 
following Greater Jacksonville area “brews and 
chews” establishments for their suggestions of 
available seasonal beers! 

BreWs anD CheWs
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FAMILY events
Nov 5 FIRst WeDnesDAY ARt WALK: MUsI-
CAL MAsQUeRADe For the first time ever, the 
entire Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra will 
perform two free community concerts at Art 
Walk Headquarters in Hemming Park. Hem-
ming Park will also feature more than 25 art 
exhibits, a beer and wine garden and a mask 
crafting table for kids. Laura Street will be 
transformed into a Cultural Fusion Village 
where Art Walk-goers can learn about the mis-
sion and undertakings of Jacksonville’s myriad 
cultural organizations. Outside of Hemming 
Park, there are more than 50 stops at Art Walk 
throughout Downtown. 5-9pm, rain or shine. 
For more info and complete schedule and list 
of venues visit iloveartwalk.com. 

Nov 5-9 sPAnIsH tALL sHIP The Galleon An-
dalucia, a replica of a Spanish Galleon, will be 
open for public tours daily from 10am to 6pm. 
El Galeón Andalucía is a replica of the late 16th 
century fabled merchant vessels and war ships 
that made up the early navies of Europe. The 
ship will be docked at the City Dock in Coastal 
Dr, close to the Main Street Bridge, in front of 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel, in Jacksonville. Pric-
es for visitors are: $15 adults, $8 kids. (Free 
for kids under 5 years old). Discounted tickets 
can be purchased at www.elgaleon.org.

Nov 8 JACKsOnvILLe PORCHFest A FREE 
event showcasing local music and unique ar-
chitecture in Jacksonville’s original front porch 
neighborhood, Historic Springfield. Food trucks 
and artisan booths will open at noon, and mu-
sical performances will run from 1-5pm. Maps 
of porches and performers will be available at 
the corner of Third and Main. Parking is avail-
able along Main Street and near Confederate 
and Klutho Parks. jacksonvilleporchfest.org

Nov 8 DsAJ BUDDY WALK The Down Syndrome 
Association of Jacksonville is hosting its 12th 
annual Buddy Walk from 11:30am-4pm at the 
Jacksonville Beach Seawalk Pavilion. There will 
be carnival rides, games, a DJ, food trucks and 
a one-mile charity walk on the beach. Come join 
the fun at this family-friendly event! dsaj.org

Nov 10 sALUte tO OUR veteRAns COnCeRt 
The Navy Ceremonial Band will be playing a 
concert of patriotic music to commemorate 
Veterans Day. The Salute to Veterans Concert 
is FREE. 6-8pm. Attendees should bring chairs 
or blankets for seating. Memorial Park, mem-
parkjax.org

Nov 11 veteRAn’s DAY PARADe Join the City 
of Jacksonville to honor true American heroes: 
veterans and active-duty military. This patriotic 
parade features more than 4,00 participants in-
cluding grand marshals, senior military officials, 
active-duty and retired military units, veterans 
groups, local high school marching bands, 
military organizations, decorative floats, giant 
balloons, JROTC units and more. The parade 
route will begin at EverBank Field. The route will 
continue down Bay Street to Newnan Street, 
follow to Independent Street (which turns in to 
Water Street) and will end at the Prime Osborn 
Convention Center. Those watching the parade 
are encouraged to show their support by wear-
ing red, white, and blue as well as waving flags, 
banners, and signs as the parade participants 
go by. City of Jacksonville, coj.net

Nov 15 HOLIDAY sPeCtACULAR At st. JOHns 
tOWn CenteR During this joyous holiday cele-
bration, guests will enjoy free holiday festivities 
and entertainment, topped off with a tree light-
ing and evening fireworks show. At 2pm family 
activities begin. Performances begin at 6pm 
and Country Music Star Joe Nichols performs 
around 7:10pm. Afterward, Santa arrives and 
lights the tree. St. Johns Town Center, simon.
com/mall/st-johns-town-center

Nov 15 PAnDORA UnFORGettABLe HOLIDAY 
MOMents On ICe The cast features five Olym-
pic Champions, including the most decorated 
dance team in US figure skating history, 2014 
Olympic Champions and two-time World 
Champions Meryl Davis and Charlie White. 
Olympic Champion and World Champion Evan 
Lysacek; Olympic Champion, two-time World 
Champion and four-time US Champion Brian 
Boitano; plus many more US Champions. 

Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-
3900, jaxevents.com

Nov 22-23 CeLtIC FestIvAL A free Celtic 
heritage festival will showcase the best of the 
Celtic nations in a celebration of culture, mu-
sic and heritage. There will be a 5K Kilt Run, 
Highland Games, Kid Zone, live music and 
more. SeaWalk Pavilion, Jacksonville Beach, 
lannadoo.com

Nov 22 nIGHts OF LIGHts CeLeBRAtIOn The 
Nights of Lights kicks off with the Light Up 
Night Ceremony. The evening will conclude 
with the lights being turned on at 6:30pm. The 
lights will continue through January 31. Nights 
of Lights is a 2-month long celebration of the 
Holiday Season. Millions of white lights create 
a magical holiday atmosphere in the Nation’s 
oldest city during the Annual Nights of Lights 
Celebration in St. Augustine, Florida. City of St. 
Augustine, floridashistoriccoast.com/nights

Nov 28 AnnUAL CHRIstMAs On tHe st. 
JOHns tRee LIGHtInG CeReMOnY The Jack-
sonville Landing tree lighting will take place at 
7pm in the Courtyard. Music for the Lighting 
Ceremony will include local performances and 
the evening will conclude with a fireworks dis-
play on the St. Johns River. The 56-foot-tall en-
ergy-efficient tree features over 78,000 L.E.D. 
lights and more than 100 ornaments. The tree 
is also programmed to perform a 10-minute, 
synchronized light show set to various selec-
tions of holiday music. The light shows begin 
the night of the Tree Lighting Ceremony and 
continue daily until New Year’s Eve. The Court-
yard at The Landing will be standing-room-only 
for the Tree Lighting Ceremony. Jacksonville 
Landing 353-1188, Jacksonvillelanding.com

Nov 28-30 CHRIstMAs MADe In tHe sOUtH 
Features vendors, arts and crafts, artwork, 
gourmet foods, handmade items and more. 

Admission is $7. Children 12 and under are 
free. One admission good for three days 
with hand stamp. Prime Osborn Convention 
Center, madeinthesouthshows.com

Nov 28 - Dec 20 COMMUnItY FIRst CReDIt 
UnIOn’s A DeCeMBeR tO ReMeMBeR This 
years holiday celebration kicks off on Friday, 
Nov 28 with a showing of It’s A Wonderful Life. 
Doors Open at 4pm with Santa Visits, Train 
Rides, Face Painting and Bounce House. Movie 
begins at 6pm. Check website for complet 
schedule. Most events are free! St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre,1340 A1A S, St Augustine, 904-
471-1965, www.staugamphitheatre.com 

Nov 29 SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY Do your 
shopping for fresh veggies, local artisan foods, 
and holiday presents at RAM with Small Busi-
ness Saturday. Kick off the holiday shopping 
season by supporting the local economy. There 
will be over 150 vendors. Riverside Arts Market, 
under the Fuller Warren Bridge on Riverside Ave, 
389-2449, riversideartsmarket.com. 

Nov 29 Jacksonville LIGHt BOAt PARADe AnD 
HOLIDAY FIReWORKs sPeCtACULAR This an-
nual event transforms the St. Johns River into 
a dazzling winter wonderland as boats adorned 
with lights and decorations captivate your 
imagination. Following the 2014 Community 
First Jacksonville Light Boat Parade, fireworks 
will be set off from two river barges located in 
front of The Jacksonville Landing and Hyatt Re-
gency Jacksonville Riverfront. Premier viewing 
areas include Friendship Fountain Park on the 
Southbank as well as The Jacksonville Landing 
and along Coastline Dr. on the Northbank. Ven-
dors will be in these locations offering food, 
drink and merchandise for purchase. makeas-
cenedowntown.com

Nov 30 JACKsOnvILLe JAGUARs vs. neW 
YORK GIAnts Single game tickets start at 
$51.30. Everbank Stadium, jaguars.com

Veteran’s Day Parade

DeDICAtIOn AnD OPenInG OF stetsOn KenneDY’s 
LIteRARY LAnDMARK HOMe 
 Ever wonder where inspiration comes from? For some it takes a cause, a feeling, an 
overwhelming bliss or the calming effect of peaceful pools of water’s reflection. All these 
came together to inspire Stetson Kennedy and create a haven for songwriters, philosophers and 
folks that liked to spin a good tale, sip a long drink and prop their feet on the porch rail.
 St. Johns County and the Stetson Kennedy Foundation will dedicate the Stetson Ken-
nedy home and museum as a National Literary Landmark on Nov 16 at Beluthahatchee Park, 
1523 State Road 13. In 2004, Kennedy’s home was designated a National Literary Landmark 
by the American Library Association as the site where Kennedy’s friend Woody Guthrie wrote 
his autobiography Seeds of Man. Beluthahatchee is now a landmark in Kennedy’s name, as 
well as, the only National Literary Landmark honoring two writers. 
 The dedication of the National Literary Landmark plaque, the opening of Kennedy’s 
home to the public, and the dedication of the Gerald and Edith Kennedy Hart House will be 
held from 12–4pm, with a short ceremony at 1pm.
 Beluthahatchee Park is located approximately 1.5 miles south of Julington Creek on the 
east side of State Road 13. Parking and shuttle service to the park will be available from the 
Bartram Trail Library and Alpine Grove Park from 11:30am until 4:30pm. 
 Kennedy died in 2011 at the age of 94. Working from the Dial-Upchurch Building in 
downtown Jacksonville, the Florida Writers Project produced The Florida Guide Book and 
gathered oral histories of aged former slaves, published in Kennedy’s last book, The Florida 
Slave. Kennedy collected Florida folklore with novelist/anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston. The 
African American folk tales that Hurston recorded referred to Beluthahatchee, a mythical place 
“where all discord was forgiven and forgotten.” Kennedy applied that name to the lake that his 
father had created by damming up Mill Creek, and to the neighborhood surrounding it.
 Through a 2005 Florida Communities Trust grant, St. Johns County acquired Kennedy’s 
cottage and the adjoining home of his best friend, Jacksonville councilman and attorney Ger-
ald Hart. Hart married Kennedy’s first wife Edith and lived next door to Kennedy and his wife 
Joyce Ann. The Hart House serves as a center for small meetings and private parties; the 
two buildings form Beluthahatchee Park. 
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Its A Home
Jungle Out There!

5610 Ft. Caroline Rd.
(904) 744-8710

www.watsonrealtyftcaroline.com

∙ FIND THE RIGHT HOME ∙ OPTIMIZE YOUR HOME’S VALUE ∙ DISCOVER THE WATSON ADVANTAGE

Let Watson’s Home Professionals
Guide You  To Find Your Perfect Nest!
TAKE THE SAFARI OF OPEN HOUSES

and register to win FREE Jacksonville Zoo Admissions 

It’s that one time during the year when you can smell that unique blend of funnel cake, livestock, and 
excitement in the air. The Greater Jacksonville Agricultural Fair is back and is full of spectacular head-
line entertainment, activities, animals, and all of the staple rides and games which you know and love. 
This marks the 59th year of the event.

A Bit of History
 This event has informed visitors about science, agriculture, horticulture and the arts since 1955. 
Its original staging ground was the stadium formerly known as the Gator Bowl. Then in 1989, it found 
a permanent home bordering its former one. According to The Greater Jacksonville Agricultural Fair’s 
press release, it is the biggest fair/festival in northeast Florida and ranked 47th in the United States by 
Amusement Business. In addition to its edifying and entertaining aspects, the fair has an estimated 
financial impact on Duval County in excess of $10 million. It provides an additional revenue stream 
for the City of Jacksonville through leases and parking revenues to the tune of approximately of 
$195,000. There have also been charitable ramifications, since the fair has made contributions of ap-
proximately $3.1 million to charitable and civic organizations since its inception. So you can feel that 
much better about your ride-fueled fun and nausea, and healthful-diet-defying fried items this year!

Live Music
 The entertainment this year offers a wide array of local, regional, and even national acts, mainly 
from the country music genre. November 5th opens up with J. Collins Band at 8pm, and other 
highlights include American Idol winner Scotty McCreery on November 10th at 8pm, Country Music 
Association’s, “New Artist of the Year” Brett Eldredge on November 12th at 8pm, and Season 2 par-
ticipant of The Voice, RaeLynn on November 14th at 8pm. But you don’t have to dust off your cowboy 
hat and boots for all the acts; former lead singer of Bad Company, Brian Howe, will be performing on 
November 15th at 2pm, and Jacksonville’s own R&B dance sensation, Str8up, will be getting down 
on November 16th at 2pm. November 8th will also showcase a bevy of local dance talent for “Dance 
Day,” which will be featured from 12-7pm.

entertAinMent
 It’s not all about the song and dance. The events that make the fair truly memorable will be 
available during every day of the fair. Robinson’s Racing Pigs will be in full effect. Is there anybody 
that doesn’t enjoy seeing pigs haul around the track, only to dive into a pool and get rewarded with 
an oreo? Count me in! You can also catch the Kenny Ahern Family Comedy Show, known for “hilari-
ous antics,” the No Jo Clown Circus, filled with clowns that are funny and delightful, not scary, the 
Kachunga Alligator Show, proceed with caution, and The Fire Fighter Show. Pigs, comedy, clowns, 
alligators, and fire--what more could you possibly want?

exHiBits, contests, And sALes
 Just when you think song and dance, pig racing, and food have brought you to the brink of 
ostensibly busting your fun-quota at the seams, there are several exhibits, contests, and sales. You’ll 
find a slew of agricultural, art & craft, commercial, and horticultural exhibits. Just think, your kids will 
be learning and not minding it, because they are enjoying themselves so much! Some exhibit high-
lights include the “Bartram Trails Design Academy and Project Runway-Dress Designs,” “Honey-The 
Purest, The Finest, The Tastiest Exhibit!,” and the one that I have a personal affinity for, the “LEGO 
Train Exhibit.” Feeling competitive? Even if you’re not, maybe you’ll get to enjoy the hard work of 
those participating in the “Culinary Contest,” “Wood Turner Contest” or “Jacksonville Gem & Mineral 
Jewelry Contest.” And be sure to open up your hearts and wallets at the Country Store where you can 
adorn your breakfast table with delicious jellies, syrups, and grits.

tickets, Logistics, And otHer WHAtnots
 For the most comprehensive information about the daily schedule, specials, and times, visit 
www.thejacksonvillefair.com. Regular price admission is $8 for adults and $5 for both children and 
seniors. The official website also provides open and closing times and a place to download the fair-
ground map.
 Ride wristbands will be available and can be purchased at the fair, but do not include admission 
and are only good for mechanical rides on the day of purchase. Take advantage of the deals being 
offered like the opening day special: $3 admission and $15 unlimited mechanical rides, seniors get 
some love on both Fridays, November 7th and 14th, with free admission and then students (17 or 
younger) can get in free on both Saturdays, November 8th and 15th from 10am-4pm. You’ll find sev-
eral other deals that include Military Day and Family Day.
 It’s all here and happening. New memories are just waiting to be made, whether it’s getting sick 
on The Zipper, rocking out to first-rate live music, or winning big on your pig. See you at the fair!
 
 

fAirtAstic 59 yeArs
The Greater Jacksonville Agricultural Fair Is Here By Brenton Crozier

WHen: Wednesday, November 5th - Sunday, November 16th

WHere: 510 Fairgrounds Place

info: www.jacksonvillefair.com, (904) 353-0535
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Change Keeps Downtown Fresh
BY KEITH MARKS

 Barroom conversations and Facebook threads among Jacksonville’s urban cultural creatives over the 
past years have abounded with pessimistic rants, open wishes, and pleading prayers for a more conscious, 
vibrant, and progressive city. Over the years, that energy has been randomly dispersed in grassroots cam-
paigns and DIY-style events. 
 A growing army of younger energy has single-handedly made it their mission to be the change they 
want our city to be. These individuals, typically operating on shoestring budgets, rely heavily on their net-
works, fans, and a hope and a prayer, to spark a notion in others that, “if we can dream it, we can do it.” 
Years of sweat and hard work are seemingly paying off. Slowly, important cultural tastemaking positions are 
being filled with those of us who have weathered the storm, who have stuck our necks out bravely in order 
to just do something!
 The Cultural Council’s decision to bring on Tony Allegretti (who in turn brought on Ryan Ali and Daniel 
Austin), Hemming Park’s start-up potential, Unity Plaza’s noble mission, The Laura Street Trio & Barnett’s 
enlightened redevelopment, the energy of Jaxsons Night Market, and One Spark’s creativity is encouraging. 
Even The Landing is considering how to repurpose its relevancy to become part of a vibrant downtown. The 
best part is that all of us who have been in the cultural underground know one another and are poised to 
collaborate, connect, and share our resources to collectively paint a new backdrop for Jacksonville.
 I am honored and charged with excitement to be involved in reactivating and programming our city’s 
oldest public park: Hemming Park. All of the scattered grassroots efforts I have been witness and party to 
since arriving to Jacksonville in 1997 will finally have a geographic focal point. Hemming’s unique loca-
tion, the front doorstep to City Hall, MOCA, and the downtown Library, offers opportunities for us to col-
lectively collaborate. Sweet Pete’s will be a welcome breath of fresh air to the square, as well. After having 
lunch with Katherine Hardwick from Downtown Vision (DVI), (who so graciously offered me this month’s 
column), I realized that our mission with Hemming is exactly in line with DVI’s regarding Downtown, only 
our footprint is more targeted. An active, engaging park, in the center of Downtown, has implications that 
stretch to the river, and to the entire city. 
 Youthful vision and creativity will only take you so far. It also takes the backing of civic institutions and 
financial investment. The city council and the mayor’s brave decision to create this unique public-private 
partnership could be more than just a calculated risk; it could be the dawning for a renewed renaissance for 
the entire city of Jacksonville starting with our small park in the heart of downtown Jacksonville. 
 Anyone interested in getting involved in the future of Hemming Park, contact us through hemmingpark.
org to give suggestions, volunteer, or plan an event. Interested in getting involved with Downtown? Check 
out discoverdtjax.com. 

the CommUnItY plaza UpDate
BY JENNIFER JONES

 Bringing families and people from all walks of life together every day to celebrate, learn, and 
grow is Unity Plaza’s primary goal. History is currently in the making, as Unity Plaza will be the first 
outdoor gathering space of its kind in Northeast Florida focused on social cohesion. 
 Unity Plaza’s urban amphitheater, with its zen-inspired, 4500 sq. ft. tensile structure bandshell, 
and its green space enhanced by both an on-land and aquatic Northeast Florida Urban Botanical 
Garden will improve the health, vitality, and economy of our community by providing a diverse array 
of year-round events for social engagement and education. This includes potentially 46 new annual 
music and activity-based events original to Jacksonville, Florida. 
 Our fun and interactive programming will offer opportunities for meaningful connections, 
partnerships, personal enrichment, and professional development. Unity Plaza’s community-based 
programing will join the hearts and minds of local and global thought-leaders to provide inspiring 
education in leadership development, environmental awareness, visual arts, dance, musical instruc-
tion, charitable group stewardship, literature, and many other personal development opportunities. 
By creating an environment rich in education and engagement and lively in connection, we will 
create a strong, authentic community bond rooted in the shared value of uplifting Jacksonville to its 
highest potential.
 States Tony Allegretti, Executive Director of the Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville, “The 
excitement, the work and the demand for Unity Plaza has been building for so long. You can just feel 
that it will bring so much energy and confidence to our amazing Downtown. I relish this moment of 
cool breezes before its storm of awesomeness.”
 The Unity Plaza experience begins February 7, 2015. Stay tuned via unityplaza.org for Grand 
Opening details.

HEMMING PARK & CITY HALL
117 W. Duval Street  ·  Jacksonville, FL 32202

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
4:30 - 7:30 P.M.

Entertainment, Photos with Santa,
Holiday Crafts & Tree Lighting

Tour the Mayor’s Office and Meet Mayor Brown

F R E E  F A M I L Y  F U N !

JAXHAPPENINGS.COM

Visit JaxHappenings.com or call (904) 630-3690.

Presented by the Law Offices of Ron Sholes, P.A.

Tuesday, November II
II:0I a.m.    Downtown Jacksonville

Join us as we honor true American Heroes.
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 The defining feature of downtown Jacksonville is the 
St. Johns River. There is no better place to visualize the 
tremendous potential of our city than while cruising on our 
downtown River Taxi. We often take this vessel for granted, 
while failing to take advantage of the benefits it could pro-
vide. Currently, our River Taxi serves a very limited and 
utilitarian purpose. It transports people from one side of the 
river to the other and helps to alleviate traffic on game days 
and major events.
 What if, instead, the River Taxi expanded by offering com-
muter transportation, taking people to desirable destinations, 
and providing tours of our Downtown and river for tourists 
staying at area hotels, daytrippers from the region, and local residents? Here is what it could look like:

Commuter transport
Connect people to Downtown who actually need connecting. I am talking about people with an annoy-
ing drive that would be willing to give up the car to avoid the roads and highways during rush hour, 
such as Mandarin and Riverside residents. Offer a River Taxi loading area at the Marina at Julington 
Creek and bring people directly Downtown. Connect Riverside folks who don’t want to pay for down-
town parking by building a boat dock off of Riverside Avenue in between Avondale and King Street. 
And please don’t let parking hold this idea back for 10 years.

Destination transportation
Did you know that the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a short 30–45 minute boat ride from our 
Downtown? That sounds fun. We also have great boat docks at some of our best parks like Red-
die Point Preserve, Fort Caroline, and Kingsley Plantation. You could start Downtown and spend an 
entire day touring our city without ever needing a car. Last, what if Downtown were the destination? 
We could bring Jacksonville University students into the Elbow on Friday and Saturday nights, con-
nect Westside residents from NAS Jax, or just help the Riverside and Avondale hot spots connect to 
Downtown for late-night fun. 

tour JaCksonville 
The history that can be told about Jacksonville on the St. Johns is vast. Colonial expansion, Timucua 
culture, early plantation life, our role in the Civil War, and the history of our city is best told from the 
river. Further, the river, estuary, ecology, and the aquatic life are all an easy sell. Every boat trip comes 
with at least one dolphin sighting, and if you are lucky, a manatee or gator. So many major cities offer 
downtown river tours, but no one is as well suited as Jacksonville to take advantage of the weather 
and the river. 

 With the city taking on a larger role in the operation of the River Taxi because of its essential role 
in game-day transportation, maybe we can also work to realize the potential of mass transportation 
on our river in other ways. There is no time like the present to make good decisions to better utilize 
this tremendous resource in responsible ways. The more people we have traveling, experiencing, and 
learning about the St. Johns River, the more people will care about protecting and restoring it. This is 
a win-win for Jacksonville and our river.

on the river
Meet our new Jacksonville River Taxi
BY SHANNON BLANKINSHIP, OutreAcH DIrectOr, St. JOHNS rIverKeePer
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Enjoy the beautiful trails at the Jacksonville 
Arboretum. We’ll hike all the trails -- about 
3 miles -- through various ecosystems. The 
trails are interesting and easy. Bring bug spray 
and water. No pets, please. Children capable 
of long hikes are welcome. RSVP to Outing 
Leader Bill Armstrong, armsfam@yahoo.com. 
1445 Millcoe Rd., florida.sierraclub.org

Nov 16 Excavating of thE grand ShEll 
ring: commEmorating thE PaSt Dr. Keith 
Ashley, the Coordinator of Archaeological 
Research at the University of North Florida will 
speak about his recent research into the Grand 
Shell Ring, which is located within the park 
boundaries of Big Talbot Island. The grand site 
was created by Native Americans between A.D. 
900-1200 and measures over 200 square feet. 
Guest speaker is open and free to the public 
from 1:30-2:30 pm. Ribault Club, Fort George 
Island Cultural State Park, 11241 Ft George Rd, 
flpublicarchaeology.org
 
Nov 13 firSt coaSt forum: dEEPEning thE 
St. JohnS rivEr WJCT’s Melissa Ross and 
WJXT4 The Local Station/News4Jax’s Kent 
Justice will co-host this live event, simulcast-
ing on WJCT-TV, WJCT 89.9 and WJXT on 
November 13th at 8pm from WJCT Studios. 
A panel of guests examine the pros and cons 
of the initiative to dredge the St. Johns River 
down to a depth of 47 feet to accommodate 
huge Panamax-ready ships that Jacksonville 
hopes to attract after the widening of the Pan-
ama Canal. The show will be a town hall style 
program with live audience members asking 
questions of our panel. What are your thoughts 
on deepening the St. Johns River? Be part of 
our live studio audience and share your voice. 
All guests must arrive at 7:30pm and must be 
seated by 7:45pm or they will not be allowed 
into the studio. WJCT Public Broadcasting. 100 
Festival Park Ave,  wjct.org

Nov 15 right WhalE fEStival Celebrates the 
annual return of the endangered North Atlantic 
right whale to its calving waters off the coasts 
of northeast Florida. The festival features 5-
hours of live music with popular local bands, 
local artists and photographers selling gift 
items in time for the holidays, expert speak-
ers, food trucks, activities for kids, an early 

morning beach cleanup with Keep Jacksonville 
Beautiful, a 5K race and 2.5K fun walk with 
Performance Multisports, and many exhibitors 
promoting marine science education, conser-
vation, water recreation, and other fun outdoor 
activities. Festival also has unique vessel dis-
plays from marine organizations including NOAA 
and the U.S. Coast Guard. Sea Walk Pavilion, 
Jacksonville Beach, rightwhalefestival.com
 
November 16 mikE roESS gold hEad 
Branch StatE Park outing This park is 
2,000 acres of rolling sandhills, marshes, 
ravines, lakes and scrub located midway 
between Gainesville and Jacksonville, six 
miles north of Keystone Heights on SR 21. 
Gold Head is one of the earliest state parks in 
Florida. Some of its amenities, including cab-
ins, were originally constructed by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s. A 
deep ravine with springs issuing from its side 
bisects the area and forms Gold Head Branch. 
Marshes, lakes and scrub provide a habitat for 
a wide variety of wildlife. Several nature trails 
of varying lengths, from a short 10-minute 
walk to a several hour hike, are offered. These 
trails meander through the park’s diverse 
habitats of open sand hills, lush ravine system 
with its seepage springs and flowing stream 
and lakes. 8am-1pm. Admission Fee: $5 per 
vehicle. Limit 2-8 people per vehicle. $4 Single 
Occupant Vehicle. $2 pedestrians, bicyclists, 
extra passengers, passengers in vehicle with 
holder of Annual Individual Entrance Pass. 
Please bring a lunch. 6239 State Road 21 Key-
stone Heights, 699-8453, duvalaudubon.org
 
Nov 17 uf/ifaS naSSau Plant clinic Re-
becca Jordi, Extension Director/Horticulture 
Agent will conduct a Plant Clinic, 10am until 
2pm. All County residents are invited to bring 
plant samples showing problems in their land-
scapes. Problems will be identified and solu-
tions offered for correction. Master Gardeners 
are on phone duty Fridays, at 491-7340. Nas-
sau County Extension Yulee Satellite Office, 
86026 Pages Dairy Rd, 879-1019, nassau.
ifas.ufl.edu

Nov 21 13th annual oyStEr roaSt The an-
nual roast has become known as one of the 
best parties of the year. More importantly, the 

Various Dates in November The Guana Tolo-
mato Matanzas Natural Estuarine Research 
Reserve has a calendar chock full of activities. 
Every Saturday they have a different hike, 
beach exploration or event for those that want 
to explore the First Coast’s rich eco-heritage. 
Most are free. See their website for a full cal-
endar and more info at gtmnerr.org
 
Nov 5 uf/ifaS naSSau landScaPE mattErS: 
comPoSting Master Gardener Joanne Roach 
will discuss composting and demonstrate how 
to create a kitchen compost container and 
composter for your yard. Class is open to the 
public. 10am. Kitchen composting cans deco-
rated by Master Gardeners will be available for 
a donation of $5 each. 86026 Pages Dairy Rd. 
Yulee, 879-1019, nassau.ifas.ufl.edu
 
Nov 8 “thE art of naturE” at thE Jack-
SonvillE arBorEtum The event will show-
case the “art” of nature with 40 artists working 
solo and in groups to create unique sculptures 
along the Lake Loop and adjacent trails. Ven-
dors such as Museum of Science & History 
(MOSH), Gopher Tortoise Council, Woodcarv-

ers Group, Sierra Club, and chainsaw artist 
James Gandy will be giving demos during the 
day. Nature-inspired merchandise such as 
glass art, handmade soaps & lotions, jewelry, 
and other natural products will also be among 
the items at this family fun event. There will 
also be live music, food trucks, an ice cream 
truck, children’s art & craft activities, and 
nature walks through this beautiful and pictur-
esque property. Another feature of the event 
will be the largest display of fairy and gnome 
houses in Jacksonville! These houses are easy 
and fun to make and the community is invited to 
participate (see website for details). 9am-5pm. 
$5. Kids under 12 free. 1445 Millcoe Rd, jack-
sonvillearboretum.org
 
Nov 10 thE truE coSt of mEat Sierra Club, 
Northeast Group will host Joshua Ali of the 
Jacksonville Vegan Society discussing the true 
cost of factory-raised beef. 6:30-7pm social 
time. Program starts at 7pm. Free All welcome. 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church, 2001 Univer-
sity Blvd W, 247-1876, florida.sierraclub.org

Nov 15 hikE thE JackSonvillE arBorEtum 

Eco EvEntS brought to you by
Right Whale Festival



roast is a critical fundraising event, helping to 
support the St. Johns Riverkeeper. 7pm. Tickets 
are $125 per person or $75 if you are 35 years 
of age or younger. Garden Club of Jacksonville, 
1005 Riverside Avenue, stjohnsriverkeeper.org
 
Nov 22 harvESt and craft fair with Seed 
Swap. Tour the farm, play games, shop local, 
homemade, home-grown vendors as well as 
bring seeds and take seeds for your next gar-
den! You can also bring your leftover pumpkins 
to feed the animals. Prizes go to the most 
creative way to chunk your pumpkin! 10am. 
Celestial Farms,13958 Duval Road, 647-5265, 
CelestialFarms.org
 
November 22 croSBy Saturday BridgE & 
trail maintEnancE and naturE Walk An 
opportunity for Duval Audubon Society mem-
bers and the public to visit and help with fun 
projects at our 500-acre Crosby Sanctuary in 
Orange Park. You can help to clean the bridge 
and trails this month and get some birding in 
as well. Directions: Take Blanding Blvd south 
to the intersection of Blanding Blvd and Arora 
Blvd, take right (west) onto Arora Blvd and then 
turn left when it dead ends into Aquarius Con-
course. Crosby Sanctuary will be on your right, 
parallel park on the street/Aquarius Concourse. 
Bring close toed shoes, water, camera, insect 
repellent, binoculars, and a friend. 9am-noon. 
Crosby Sanctuary 427 Aquarius Concourse, 
Orange Park, 860-6272 duvalaudubon.org
 
Nov 22 family SEining Visitors will get the 
chance to pull a seine net through Guana Lake, 
collecting species of fish, crabs and more, and 
then learn about the animals and their roles in 
the habitat. All necessary gear including wad-
ers and boots will be provided. 8:30-10:30am. 
The program is free with paid entrance to the 
park and will take place at the Guana Dam Rec-
reational Area; however, meet the docents at 
the Environmental Education Center first, 505 
Guana River Rd, Ponte Vedra 32082. Please 
RSVP 823-4500 or online at https://gtmner-
rfamilyseine.eventbrite.com
 
Nov 23 JackSonvillE Zoo ScavEngEr hunt 
Enjoy some friendly (fierce) competition with the 
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Duval Audubon’s birding scavenger hunt at the 
Jacksonville Zoo. The winner will be crowned 
the Big Birder of the day! We can expect to see a 
blend of exotic and protected species as well as 
some wild birds. With more than 2,000 rare and 
exotic animals, 1,000 plant species and a grow-
ing number of special attractions, there’s always 
something new to see and do at the Jacksonville 
Zoo and Gardens. Meet at 8:45am to receive 
our official Scavenger Hunt list. Admission is 
$15.95 for adults and $10.95 for children ages 
3-12. This is a self guided tour. Jacksonville 
Zoo, 370 Zoo Parkway Jacksonville, 710-5083, 
duvalaudubon.org
 
Nov 23 riSing tidES: mccoyS crEEk 
clEanuP A fun cleanup along McCoys Creek 
as we help to restore and revitalize the Emer-
ald Necklace! All par ticipants will be invited to 
try Engine 15’s new “Emerald Necklace Ale” 
onsite to celebrate all of our hard work. No 
registration needed. Wear close-toes shoes 
and water proof boots if you are able. Bags 
and gloves will be provided. Kayaks needed!! 
10am-Noon. Contact Melissa Beaudry, Nor th 
Florida Land Trust Outreach Director, mbe-
audry@northfloridalandtrust.org. McCoys 
Creek Blvd near Goodwin St, stjohnsriver-
keeper.org
 
Nov 29 13th annual John muir family 
Walk Come explore western Nassau County 
with the Sierra Club! Meet on the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving at 10am in Yulee at the John 
Muir Ecological Park to see this lovely site vis-
ited by naturalist John Muir in 1867. All ages & 
dogs welcome. Pack a bag lunch & beverage. 
From Jacksonville take I95 north to Exit 373, 
go East on SR200/A1A towards Fernandina for 
2.4 miles, parking at the Park or the post office 
next door (beware the road construction that 
may be ongoing). Then take a pretty 40 minute 
drive (30 miles) into west Nassau County to 
the Simmons State Forest. Enjoy a talk from 
a park naturalist, Ranger Les Stokes, take a 3 
mile walk in the woods, picnic together at the 
St. Mary’s River, and return to Yulee by 3pm. 
Please visit the website for complete details. 
For info, contact Todd Sack at tsack@bgclinic.
com. florida.sierraclub.org

13th Annual Oyster Roast

JACKSONVILLE VETERANS
MEMORIAL ARENA 
NOVEMBER 19

:  A  B E A V E R  P R O D U C T I O N  :

JACKSONVILLE VETERANS
MEMORIAL ARENA
NOVEMBER 19

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
AT TICKETMASTER

CHARGE BY PHONE AT 800-745-3000

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
AT TICKETMASTER

CHARGE BY PHONE AT 800-745-3000
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 Gerald “Fitz” Pullins has always held 
fashion near to his heart, although a career in 
it was not always his plan. Born and raised in 
Jacksonville, he grew up around a family of 
stylish dressers, including his grandmother, 
mother, and aunt. “They were sharp dressers,” 
he explains, and so growing up surrounded by 
these fashionable women made it easy for him 
to find a love for fashion as well. His aunt really 
helped catapult his personal style when he was 
still a pre-teen by teaching him the wonders of 
a wardrobe. “It’s not just clothing,” explains 
Fitz, “it’s about creating a personal style; that’s 
what a wardrobe is. Learning that changed so 
much for me.” 

 He continued to carry a style all his own 
while growing up, but after high school, while 
caring for his ailing grandfather, he lost focus 
on his fashion goals. He thought a stable job 
in the healthcare industry was a safer option 
with a steady paycheck, and he worked as an 
ER tech for 10 years. This decade hardened 
and calloused him towards life and death. After 
taking some time to dig deeply into what was 
important to him, he realized the ER wasn’t the 
place he needed to be.
 Then, he met Diana, the person who, 
as Fitz puts it, “really gave me the boost I 
needed.” She consulted with him about per-
sonal style, and they went shopping for new, 
professional looks for a job she was starting. 
She was thrilled with the color combinations 
and looks, raved about  his expertise and 
urged him to connect with photographer Agnes 
Lopez. Before Fitz knew it, he was meeting 
Agnes for coffee and soon after began working 
on shoots with Jacksonville Magazine. 

 If you want to hear more from Fitz about 
the latest trends and what to wear in the up-
coming holiday season, make sure to head 
over to Fashionably Jacksonville at the Cum-
mer Museum on November 13th for an evening 
of drinks, small bites, and great discussion 
about style. Fitz is destined for great things, so 
keep Fitz on your radar and follow his blog The 
Bandwagon Effect, on fitzpullins.com, to stay 
in the loop of the latest and greatest in fashion.

Fashionably Jacksonville at 
the cummer museum
Thursday, November 13th | 6:30-8:30 pm 

$20 Members & Non-Members

reservations at: cummermuseum.org or 

899-6038

 Fitz recently launched Fitz Pullin’s Inven-
tory Room, where he is currently making and 
selling natural candles, soaps, and his favorite 
new item, the man-velope, an oversized, mas-
culine clutch, under the brand. He is excited 
about the potential to open a brick-and-mortar 
in the future and to take the company into a full 
lifestyle experience, complete with ties, bow-
ties and chic clothing.
 Between his styling jobs with Jacksonville 
Magazine and other corporate clients, he loves 
working with people one-on-one to hone in 
on their personal styles. People need a styl-
ist who will be honest with them and say, “I 
wouldn’t get that. That doesn’t look good.” But, 
he is quick to point out that if the person he is 
dressing doesn’t like it, then it will never work. 
“You have to feel comfortable and sexy in what 
you’re wearing.”  

“one thing i would say 
is being stylish isn’t 

necessarily about being on 
trend; it’s about Feeling 

conFident and good about 
yourselF, because that 

shines through in anything 
you wear.” 

style in the river city
BY EMILY MOODY

Fashion 101 From Fitz
Simplicity is key.
If you don’t feel good in it, don’t get it.
Just because something looks good on one person doesn’t mean it’s going to 
look good on you.

•
•
•
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Letters Home
Friday, Nov. 21 at 10:15 AM  

(One Hour Matinee)

Saturday, Nov. 22 at 7:30 PM
(Full Length Performance)

TIC KE TS: (904) 276-6815
THcenter.org

Located at St. Johns River State College 283 College Drive, Orange Park, FL

Dramatic play inspired 
by the New York Times 

article, “The Things 
They Wrote” and the 

HBO Documentary 
“Last Letters Home.”

 Icons of Style: Fashion Makers, 
Models, and Images will be on display 
October 17 through January 4, 2015. 
It examines iconic style through the 
distinguished collection of the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston. It is comprised of 
a combination of high fashion dresses, 
designer’s illustrations, and photography 
by some of the masters of the 20th cen-
tury. The assortment of works reveals the 
brilliance behind fashion and the intercon-
nected roles of designers, models, and 
the media in creating classic, recognizable 
works for a worldwide audience.
 Laura Whitley, the MFA’s Curator 
of Textile and Fashion Arts, asserts that 
the exhibition illuminates the “process of 
creation. How fashion designers, illustra-
tors and photographers, and those who 
wear fashion all contribute unique and 
powerful artistry to the making of style. We 
all experience it. We live in a media-driven culture that loves to view fashion. This exhibition celebrates 
the artfulness of design and the ideas behind what we see today.”
 Some of the most well-known designers of our time are highlighted in this presentation 
including highly recognizable names such as John Galliano for Dior, Karl Lagerfeld for Chanel, 
Christian Lacriox and several others. Of particular importance is a series of works, including 
gowns and sketch book pages, by Arnold Scaasi, custom designer to some of America’s most 
sophisticated women for more than 40 years. Scaasi worked with couturier Charles James before 
launching his own label in 1956. His notes and working sketches, housed in the archives of the 
MFA Boston, allow viewers the opportunity to observe his design process in detail.  
 The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, highly regarded for its historic textile and costume collec-
tion, created this exhibition as a result of collecting significant examples of contemporary fashion 
after noticing a gap in their holdings. Whitley explains, “We also started seeking out artist’s ar-
chives, the vital original sketches, press info, and other material of a designer’s work that would 
enrich students’ and the public’s understanding of the creative process.” At the same time works 
were being added to the textile collections, the MFA’s photography department was actively col-
lecting fashion photography. “We suddenly realized,” says Whitley, “that we had so many extraor-
dinary dresses (especially runway pieces) and corollary images that the exhibition Icons of Style 
seemed a very natural result.”
 One of the early successes was securing the archives of Kenneth Paul Block, who was one 
of the most influential fashion illustrators of the 20th century. His career encompassed more than 
30 years at Women’s Wear Daily, and he is among the many fashion illustrators featured in the 
exhibition. Photographs by Richard Avedon, Cecil Beaton, Yousuf Karsh, Irving Penn, Herb Ritts, 
and Edward Steichen are also included. Collectively, these illustrations and photographs show-
case the unique relationships artists and designers had with the celebrities of their time, including 
Josephine Baker, Doris Duke, Audrey Hepburn, Jacqueline Kennedy, Madonna, and Elizabeth Taylor.
 Through their collaborations with important women and men of style – from socialites to 
movie stars and other celebrities – designers are able to promote their particular aesthetic. In 
turn, “fashion illustrators and photographers produce highly-original works of art in their own 
right,” says Whitley. “These artists are responsible for creating some of the most iconic images 
of the 20th and 21st centuries, re-interpreting and re-creating fashion through bravura line, color, 
and image.”
 In conjunction with Icons of Style, Cummer Museum will showcase works from its per-
manent collection that explore the significance of clothing and fashion throughout history in an 
exhibition titled Best Dressed: Clothing and Fashion in the Cummer Museum’s Permanent Col-
lection. This exhibition is on display October 17, 2014 through February 1, 2015, and it will allow 
visitors to see how artists have been influenced repeatedly by places, cultures, and periods in 
time. The exhibit will cover Greco-Roman trends, Elizabethan antecedents, rustic simplicity and 
the Rococco, the influence of Japonisme following the opening of Japan to regular trade in 1853, 
and the patchwork of Seminole clothing.
 For more information, please visit www.cummermuseum.org or call 356-6857.

icons oF style
Fashion Makers, Models, and Images

Talks and Tea: Icons of Style 
Wednesday, November 19 and Thursday, 
November 20, 1:30pm 
Members and Non-Members $6
 
A Fashionable Dinner and a Movie 
Friday, November 21, 7-10pm
Members and Non-Members $20 

 
Trunk Show and Luncheon with W by Worth 
Wednesday, December 3, 11am-1pm 
Members $30, Non-Members $35

Fashion Photography Lecture 
Tuesday, December 9, 6:30-7:30pm 
Free for Members and Non-Members

John Goodman (American, b. 1947), Yael/Blue, 
2002, photograph, chromogenic print
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LOWEST IN-STATE 
TUITION

DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND & ONLINE

FACULTY TO 
STUDENT 

RATIO

DEGREE & 
CERTIFICATE
PROGRAMS

We Are More.  We Are FSCJ.

Florida State College at Jacksonville is a member of the Florida 

on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, genetic information, national 

Now’s the time to discover MORE at Florida 

State College at Jacksonville. Whether 

you’re considering college for the first time, 

looking to advance in your current job with 

technical training or only a few credits short 

of earning your degree, FSCJ can get you 

started. Our online learning, accelerated 

programs and multiple start dates are just 

a few ways you can pursue your education 

on your schedule. Make FSCJ your next step 

and apply today. 

(904) 646-2300 | fscj.edu/more

Now Enrolling 
for Spring

LOCATIONS
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art events
Through Nov 18 I aM a tree Nida Bangesh, 
a visual artist specializing in Persian and South 
Asian miniature painting, showcases her distinc-
tive artwork. FSCJ Kent campus, 381-3674.

Through Jan 1 UnDIsCLOseD: PHOtOGraPHs 
OF LIGHtner MUseUM’s stOreD COLLeC-
tIOns The Lightner Museum will be featuring 
contemporary art for the first time in its 66-
year history. Theresa Segal will be exhibiting 
photographs of the museum’s stored collec-
tions. Lightner Museum, 826-2874.

Through Jan 4 ICOns OF stYLe: MaKers, 
MODeLs anD IMaGe A visual timeline of clas-
sic fashions at the Cummer Museum of Art and 
Gardens, 356-6857, www.cummermuseum.org.

Through Jan 4 Get reaL: aMerICan PaInt-
InG A selection of contemporary painters from 
across the country provides a snapshot of the 
current landscape of realist painting in the Unit-
ed States. Get Real’s heavily figurative focus 
explores themes that have persisted throughout 
the recent history of American realist painting. 
Experience the process of realism paintings by 
watching featured regional artist Jason John 
create a painting in a specially created studio 
space on our third floor. MOCA Jacksonville, 
366-6911, mocajacksonville.org.

Through Jan 7 GInIFer BrInKLeY & rOBert 
LeeDY Jacksonville Beach artist Brinkley dis-
plays her current paintings while Leedy show-
cases his works of neighborhood and beach 
landscapes. First Street Gallery in Neptune 
Beach. 241-6928.

Nov 5-Jan 2 tHe One sHOW Southlight Gallery’s 
guest gallery presents the works of Sebastian 
Pierre. UNF ArtSpace at Southlight will feature 
“Light Sensitve VI” Senior Portfolio Show along 
with works by Assistant Professor of Photogra-
phy and Interim UNF ArtSpace Curator, Christo-
pher W. Luhar-Trice. www.southlightgallery.com

Nov 7 CUrrents/COrrentes This is a col-
laboration between Cyriaco Lopes and Terri 
Witek. The exhibition will open with a reception 
from 5-9pm. The artists will give a talk in the 
museum at 6pm. Their performance will be 
presented in conjunction with the 2014 Other 
Words Conference, organized by the Florida 
Literary Arts Coalition. The Crisp-Ellert Art 
Museum at Flagler College, 904-826-8530, 
www.flagler.edu/crispellert. 
 
Nov 8 tHe art OF natUre This family-friendly 
event will showcase 40 artists working solo 
and in groups to create unique sculptures 
along the Lake Loop and adjacent trails. Ven-
dors such as MOSH, Gopher Tortoise Council, 
Woodcarvers Group, Sierra Club, and chain-
saw artist James Gandy will be giving demos 
during the day. Nature inspired merchandise 
such as glass art, handmade soaps & lotions, 
jewelry, and other natural products will also be 
among vendors at this family fun event. There 
will also be live music, food trucks, an ice 
cream truck, children’s art & craft activities, 
and nature walks through this beautiful and 
picturesque property. Don’t miss the large dis-
play of fairy and gnome houses. $5, children 
under 12 are free. Jacksonville Arboretum and 
Gardens, 1445 Millcoe Rd. just off Monument 
Rd. and I-295, jacksonvillearboretum.org.

Nov 8-9 JIM DraPer PaIntInG WOrKsHOP 
Artist Jim Draper will lead a painting workshop 
for emerging and seasoned artists. Entitled 
“De-objectifying the Subject,” the workshop 
will explore techniques on how to develop a 
personal relationship with the subject through 
direct observation and craft an image that 
moves the viewer and artist beyond the mun-
dane. Draper will give oil on canvas demos 
both days with individualized instruction and a 
group critique. Students may work in the me-
dium of their choice from photographs, visual 
resources and items from nature. The $295 fee 
for the workshop includes lunch in the gallery. 

Limited space. St. Augustine Art Association, 
22 Marine Street, (904) 824-2310. 

Nov 14-16 MaItreYa LOvInG KInDness tOUr 
A free public exhibition of the historical Bud-
dha’s relics. Most of the Relics in this collec-
tion resemble beautiful multi-colored pearl-like 
crystals and are over 2,600 years old. Many of 
the relics are from the 14th Dalai Lama’s own 
collection. This public exhibition is multi-faith, 
multi-cultural and free to attend. Nov. 14, 6-
8pm; Nov 15, 10am-7pm; Nov 16, 10am-5pm. 
Wat Khmer Savy Rattanaram, 4540 Clinton 
Ave,  www.maitreyalovingkindnesstour.com

Nov 14 - Feb 14 tHe aMerICan sOLDIer A 
Photographic Tribute from the Civil War to the 
War in Iraq. Curator Cyma Rubin examined 
more than 4,000 photographs covering nearly 
150 years of American military history. The 
exhibition focuses on the real lives of American 
soldiers - Army troops and Marines - through 
the nine major wars fought since 1861. One 
hundred sixteen photographs were chosen 
- many of them not widely seen before- that tell 
the story of American soldiers’ camaraderie, 
courage, humor and sacrifice. Donations will be 
accepted during the run of The American Soldier 
for the local Florida Veterans of Foreign Wars 
District Six and the Military Museum of North 
Florida located in Green Cove Springs. Thrasher-
Horne Center, thcenter.org/gallerysoldier.html

Nov 15 sUPer sCenIC 72-MILe GaraGe saLe 
Drive the coastal A1A Highway from Ponte 
Vedra Beach to Flagler Beach and discover 10 
community shopping sites and 100 others with 
rare finds, antiques, art and everything else 
you can imagine. For more information, visit 
scenica1a.org. 

Nov 15-16 san MarCO art FestIvaL Juried, 
community art fair, held annually in the historic 
and culturally-rich San Marco neighborhood. 
Visitors can browse and purchase original 
handmade works including: glass, photogra-
phy, painting, mixed media, fiber, jewelry and 
much more. Free admission. Downtown San 
Marco, artfestival.com 

Nov 15 – Jan 12 tHe FIrst CItY tHrOUGH 
tHe eYes OF Masters Exhibition features St. 
Augustine-themed works from the best col-
lection of Florida painters in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. Visitor Information Center, 10 
W. Castillo Dr., St. Augustine, staugustine-450.
com/first-city-hands-masters

Nov 21 at 7:15pm PrOJeCt atrIUM: anGeLa 
strassHeIM: COnversatIOn WItH tHe art-
Ist This lecture features a discussion between 
Angela Strassheim and Curator Ben Thompson 
on her creative process, her career, and her 
Project Atrium installation. MOCA Jacksonville, 
mocajacksonville.org.

Nov 29-30 49tH annUaL st. aUGUstIne art 
& CraFt FestIvaL More than 125 top national 
and regional artists exhibiting original paint-
ings, pottery, jewelry, sculpture, woodworks, 
glass, photography, fiber arts and other fine 
crafts. Folk music by the Gamble Rogers Fes-
tival performers, international foods, beer and 
wine, the Hyundai Kids Art Zone and Colonial 
Corner by the Textile Arts Guild of St. Augus-
tine, along with the citywide Nights of Lights 
start to the holiday season. All-day discount 
parking is available in the Historic Parking 
Garage. Francis Field, 29 W. Castillo Dr., St 
Augustine, (904) 824-2310, staugustineartfes-
tival.com.

“Currents / Correntes” at the Crisp-Ellert Art Museum at Flagler College
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 For someone known as The Queen of Mean, Lisa Lampanelli is quite 
pleasant when talking to you one-on-one. Of course, this doesn’t really 
come as a surprise—at least not to me. I have a hypothesis that, for the 
most part, performers personalities are inversely proportional to their 
act. The way I see it, those who cathartically release all of their ven-
om onstage really have no reason to be vile off-stage. Implementing 
this theory, Brian Regan is a creepy, foul-mouthed curmudgeon in 
person and Andrew “Dice” Clay is the perfect gentleman in his 
personal relationships with women. OH! Lampanelli seems to 
agree with my premise.
 “You’re right,” says Lampanelli. “It’s a great theory, 
and it’s a correct one because Jeff Ross is definitely one 
of the nicest people I’ve ever met. Don Rickles, Howard 
Stern, and me are the same. So I think you get it all out 
onstage as an act, and then when you’re a normal, 
average Joe, you cry at the same thing everybody 
else cries about.” Beyond that, Lampanelli does 
not appreciate those comedians who are not kind 
in person, as reflected by her brutally honest, al-
beit morose, sense of humor on the topic.

 “There are very few comedians that I hate,” explains Lampanelli, 
“and they all die anyway. All the ones that I didn’t like, died. And that’s not 
Joan Rivers, I’m talking Patrice O’Neal and Greg Giraldo—they were mean 
to me, and they ended up dying so, I get my revenge…I hated Patrice. 
I gave tons of interviews (after his death) and his (survived) girlfriend 
loved it because she goes, ‘Patrice would be laughing and proud of you 
because you never backpedaled.’ I hated him when he was alive—now 
that he’s dead I’m supposed to pretend that I liked the guy? He was an 
asshole. He was the worst. He was mean to everybody.”
 This lead me to wonder, with her extremely edgy style, just how in 
the hell has Lampanelli—who is absolutely as politically incorrect as they 
come in showbiz—managed to stay out of trouble in an age when people 
seem to get publicly shamed, ostracized, and/or fired for every little ill-
conceived joke or inappropriate misstep? “Well, I’ve gotten in trouble a 
few times,” says Lampanelli, “but I’ve been lucky because I’m not really 
employed by anyone. If I worked for a network, I’d have to apologize, but 
I’m self-employed. I work for who I want, when I want, so basically I can’t 
really get in trouble, I have no boss. I just answer to myself.”
 With that said, by her own conviction, there are some lines that even 
Lampanelli won’t cross. For example, she turned down the Charlie Sheen 
Roast on Comedy Central because she thought it was unethical to make 
fun of someone who so obviously has mental health and substance abuse 
issues that need to be addressed. “I thought it sounded pretty pathetic,” 
says Lampanelli, “cause he was such a mental case, and I thought it 
wasn’t really something I wanted to be a part of, piling on some mental 

case. I’m glad I didn’t do it. It didn’t sit right with me. It wasn’t particularly 
good, in my opinion.”
 Keeping in the spirit of insult-comedy, I wincingly asked Lampanelli 
her thoughts on Jacksonville. “It’s really cute, it’s nice, “says Lampanelli, 
then adding, true-to-form, “I mean Jacksonville is the A-hole of Florida 
and Florida is the A-hole of America, so I’m gonna be really happy to be 
in the A-hole of the universe but, the theatre’s nice.” So is she always 
this blunt, even with her significant others? “Of course, that’s why I’m 
divorced.” To experience more of Lampanelli keeping it real, check her out 
at the Florida Theatre on November 7th.

The Queen of Mean
Lisa Lampanelli   BY RICHARD DAVID SMITH III

Who: Lisa Lampanelli
WheRe: Florida Theatre
When: November 7th at 8pm
TickeTs: $35/$45
info: 355-2787 or www.floridatheatre.com

“I mean Jacksonville is the A-hole of Florida 
and Florida is the A-hole of America, so I’m 

gonna be really happy to be in the A-hole of 
the universe but, the theatre’s nice.”

oTheR LauGhs
11/6 - 11/8 GeMini w/ Special All Ages Show 11/8, 4pm, $8

11/13 - 11/15 kevin BoseMan

11/19 GeoRGe BuRns & fRiends TRiBuTe shoWs 4pm & 7pm, $15

11/20 - 11/22 eRin foLey (late shows Fri & Sat)

11/28--11/29 sTeWaRT huff Thurs/Fri/Sat 8:04pm, Fri/Sat Late 

Show: 10:10pm

TickeT PRices: All shows (except Gemini & George Burns) have a 
limited number of $6 tickets.

GeneRaL adMission: Thurs/Sat Late: $10 Fri/Sat Early: $15

coMedy cLuB of JacksonviLLe  
11000 Beach Blvd
Book online at www.jacksonvillecomedy.com
email info@jacksonvillecomedy.com or call (904)646-4277
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SPONSORED IN PART BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS, THE FLORIDA COUNCIL ON ARTS AND CULTURE, THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS, THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, AND THE CULTURAL 
COUNCIL OF GREATER JACKSONVILLE, INC.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY AT 8pm | THURSDAYS AT 7:30pm | SUNDAYS AT 2:00pm

BOX OFFICE (904) 396-4425 | www.theatrejax.com

NOV. 7 THRU 22, 2014

directed by Tony Walsh

                 a smartly silly 1946 
          screwball comedy...emerges as 
  both contemporarily entertaining 
        and of its time.

                   - Time Out New York

Theatre Jacksonville
presents

J. Wayne and 
Delores Barr Weaver

sponsored by

 “I think you should definitely get 
your hopes up because we are going to 
exceed everything that you can think of,” 
Belnap says. “It’s an amazing show this 
year. It’s full of energy and these dancers 
are really talented. The show is so much fun.”
 For Belnap, she is living out of her 
childhood dream. She started dancing 
at age 4 and has never looked back--un-
less the routine calls for it. “I realized at 
about 11 years old that this was some-
thing that I wanted to do,” she says.  
 “I was part of the kid cast of a professional show, and I just looked up to those dancers so much. I 
knew that’s what I wanted to do for the rest of my life.” Belnap auditioned for Season 10 and returned to 
audition for the 11th season of the Emmy Award-winning show. The competition is stiff and the routines 
challenge the dancers each week. While each dancer is trained in a particular style of dance, they must 
all display an amazing versatility because they never know what routine will be handed down next. “Hon-
estly it’s hard, but just like anything in life, each day comes with a new challenge, and I think that’s what 
makes the show so exciting. That’s why it has lasted so long,” she says. “It keeps you on your toes, 
and that’s what makes it such a great experience, because you have the opportunity to go through that 
every single day.” That’s not to say that nerves don’t come into play once in a while. Belnap admits that 
she experienced her share of trepidation during the show, but she took every obstacle in stride. “I was 
always scared that they would select some sort of crazy random dance,” she says. “I for sure thought 
that they were going to do like Irish dancing or something. It was a little bit stressful, but people react 
differently under that kind of pressure, and I thrive under pressure. People either crack or they rise to the 
occasion, and being under pressure makes me perform better.”

 Performance is only part of the equation. The 
winner of SYTYCD is crowned ‘America’s Favorite 
Dancer’ rather than the best dancer. Since the vot-
ing public is ultimately responsible for choosing the 
winner, personality is a critical component. “I think 
you have to have the full package. You can have the 
world’s biggest personality and completely have six 
left feet, and that’s not going to draw somebody in as 
an audience member. I think you have to have all of it.” 
 Belnap is taking the tour in stride, enjoying the 
time with her cast mates and planning for her future. 

“It’s amazing. I love it. It’s such a great group of people. Being on the road, and seeing all of these 
amazing things and performing every night with them is such a gift. I am very grateful.” Once the tour 
wraps, she is planning to move to Los Angeles to officially kick off her career in the dance world. She 
would love to do a Dancing with the Stars tour with an artist, or perform with a company. SYTYCD 
opens the door for so many, and Belnap is ready and excited to take her next step. “It is such a great 
opportunity for anyone to reach out to a lot of people. There are so many dancers in the world that 
not a lot of them get recognized. So it’s great to have TV on your side, I guess, to have that many 
people see you and know who you are and realize what you have to offer,” she says. So You Think 
You Can Dance comes to the Moran Theater Nov 20th at 7:30pm. Get your ticket today!

 Tanisha Belnap is dancing her way across the country as as a member of the 2014 So You Think 
You Can Dance nationwide tour. The 20-year-old Utah native placed in the top 10 of Season 11, earn-
ing legions of fans and a spot on the 70-city tour.
 Presented by the FSCJ Artist Series, SYTYCD makes its Jacksonville stop Nov 20 at the Times-
Union Center. The tour features top 10 finalists Belnap, Bridget Whitman, Casey Askew, Emilio Dosal, 
Jacque LeWarne, Jessica Richens, Ricky Ubeda, Rudy Abreu, Valerie Rockey and Zack Everhart. The 
ensemble will perform many of the season’s most popular routines as well as original pieces created 
specifically for the tour.

So You 
Think 
You Can 
DanCe
Show Finalist Tanisha Belnap
BY LIZA MITCHELL

WhaT: So You Think You Can Dance Tour 2014

WheRe: Times Union Center’s Moran Theater

When: Nov 20 at 7:30pm

TiCkeTS: $50-$260

info: www.artistseriesjax.org

“Honestly it’s hard, but just 
like anything in life, each day 
comes with a new challenge, 
and I think that’s what makes 

the show so exciting.”
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theatre events
Thru Nov 8 the reD LIne After taking a 
wicked cocktail of speed and vodka, Artie 
Molleno is convinced his girlfriend is cheating 
on him. Determined to be the first to strike, 
Artie and his old drug-dealing friend Sy hatch 
a scheme to publicly shame her. Can Connor, 
Artie’s long-suffering roommate, stop him 
before disaster strikes? Friendship, Facebook, 
and physics collide on a rooftop in Chicago in 
this hyper-kinetic look at modern relationships. 
Players by the Sea Studio Stage 249-0289, 
www.playersbythesea.org.

Thru Nov 9 One Man, tWO GUvnOrs This 
comedy by Richard Bean is based on The 
Servant and Two Masters. Directed by Jason 
Woods, this award-winning play is a glorious 
celebration of British comedy with a unique, 
laugh-out-loud mix of satire, songs, slapstick 
and glittering one-liners. Atlantic Beach Experi-
mental Theatre, 249-7177, www.abettheatre.
com.

Thru Nov 23 the DrOWsY ChaPerOne 
Together with the narrator, the audience is 
transported to a 1928 Broadway theater and 
into a play-within-a-play crammed full of every 
cliche, gag and gimmick from the golden age 
of musicals. It’s a musical parody of American 
musical comedy of the 1920s. The story con-
cerns a middle-aged, asocial musical theatre 
fan. As he plays the record of his favorite 
musical, the (fictional) 1928 hit The Drowsy 
Chaperone, the show comes to life onstage as 
he wryly comments on the music, story, and 
actors. Alhambra Dinner Theatre 641-1212, 
alhambrajax.com

Nov 6-8 sPanK! the FIFtY shaDes ParODY 
The hilarious new musical that brings all the 
naughty fun of the best-selling book to life. Get 
there early for pre-show cocktails, then stay to 
meet the cast after the show, and pose for a 
photo with the fetching star himself. Presented 
by the FSCJ Artist Series. Times-Union Center. 
442-2929, www.artistseriesjax.org

Nov 7 LIsa LaMPaneLLI Known for saying 
things that most people are afraid to think, 
Lampanelli is comedy’s Queen of Mean. This 
equal opportunity offender is a regular on late 
night television, and a frequent guest and guest 
host on Howard Stern’s Sirius satellite radio 
shows. The Florida Theatre, 355-2787, www.
floridatheatre.com

Nov 7-22 LOve GOes tO Press In this wise-
cracking romantic comedy, set in a press 
camp on the Italian front in 1944, two women 
war correspondents - smart, sexy, and famous 
for scooping their male competitors - struggle 
to balance their professional lives with their 
love lives. The two glamorous American jour-
nalists are autobiographical creations of the 
authors: Martha Gellhorn and Virginia Cowles 
who met while covering the Spanish Civil War. 
Theatre Jacksonville, 396-4425, www.theatre-
jax.com

Nov 7-30 CLYBOUrne ParK Produced in 
conjunction with Lift Up Lincolnville, Cly-
bourne Park is a play by Bruce Norris written 
in response to Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A 

Raisin in the Sun. It portrays fictional events 
set before and after the Hansberry play and 
is loosely based on historical events that took 
place in the city of Chicago. Directed by Jason 
Collins. Limelight Theatre, 825-1164 www.
limelight-theatre.org,

Nov 8 LOve, LIve, LaUGh Former NFL great 
and Jacksonville Jaguars Legend, Marcus 
Stroud and friends have joined forces for this 
star studded event. It will feature appearances 
and performances by Reality host and singer 
Tamar Braxton, comedian and four-time Es-
sence Festival host Nephew Tommy, comedian 
and TV host Rickey Smiley of The Rickey 
Smiley Morning Show, and performances by 
rapper Special K, and surprise performance by 
a special guest. A Portion of the proceeds will 
go directly to The Marcus Stroud Charitable 
Foundation. 7:30pm. Veterans Memorial Arena, 
jaxevents.com/event/love-live-laugh/

Nov 12 FLOrIDa FOrUM WIth JaMes Car-
vILLe & MarY MataLIn Political power couple 
James Carville and Mary Matalin will provide 
an enlightening, post-midterm-election analysis 
as well as a behind-the-scenes look at Wash-
ington politics. 7pm  Times-Union Center for 
the Performing Arts, jaxevents.com 

Nov 14 BeYOnD GLOrY Stephen Lang brings 
the stories of eight different men to the stage 
in a one-man show that will reach into your 
very soul and keep you thoroughly spell-
bound. Adapted from Larry Smith’s stirring 
book, Beyond Glory presents the stories of 
eight veterans from World War II, Korea, and 
Vietnam,rendering first hand accounts of valor 
which resulted in the nation’s highest military 
award, the Medal of Honor. The Florida The-
atre. 355-2787, floridatheatre.com

Nov 14-16 It’s a WOnDerFUL LIFe Performed 
as a 1940s live radio broadcast in front of a 
studio audience, the actors play the dozens of 
characters in Bedford Falls and all the sound 
effects are produced right before your eyes 
just as they were done before the digital age. A 
nostalgic blend of holiday cheer and theatrical 
magic, you will fall in love all over again with 
George Bailey and the angel named Clarence 
who saves his life on Christmas Eve.This live 
radio play by Joe Landry is directed by Jean 
Rahner. Pioneer Barn, uptown St. Augustine 
www.aclassictheatre.org

Nov 20-23 OUr tOWn The Bartram Trail High 
School Theatre Department proudly presents 
Our Town through special arrangements with 
Samuel French, Inc., written by Thornton Wild-
er. Thur-Sat, 7pm and Sun, 2pm. $10. Bartram 
Trail High School Theatre, 547-8340.

Nov 20-22 vIOLet On a cross-country bus trip 
in search of a minister to heal her scarred face, 
Violet discovers the true meaning of beauty, 
courage and love. Douglas Anderson School of 
the Arts, 346-5620, www.da-arts.org

Nov 20 sO YOU thInK YOU Can DanCe tOUr 
2014 Celebrating its momentous 11th season, 
the Emmy Award-winning Show’s Top 10 final-
ists will perform live on tour! The Season 11 

tour lineup includes: Bridget Whitman, Casey 
Askew, Emilio Dosal, Jacque LeWarne, Jessica 
Richens, Ricky Ubeda, Rudy Abreu, Tanisha Bel-
nap, Valerie Rockey and Zack Everhart. Present-
ed by the FSCJ Artist Series at the Times-Union 
Center, 442-2929, www.artistseriesjax.org

Nov 21-22 Letters hOMe This play gives 
audiences a powerful portrait of the soldier 
experience. Letters Home puts the current 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq front and center 
by bringing to life actual letters written by 
soldiers serving in the Middle East. While at-
tending this performance, please make your 
plans to allow time to visit The American 
Soldier exhibit located in the THCA galleries. 
Thrasher-Horne Center - Griffin Theatre, 276-
6815, thcenter.org

Nov 22 MIKe BIrBIGLIa The Award-winning 
filmmaker, author, and comedian returns to 
the stage with more painfully awkward stories 
of telling jokes and how that can get you in 
trouble. Join Birbiglia as he visits Cats-a-chu-

setts, argues with someone about their nut 
allergy, hosts an awards show and learns that 
Fozzie Bear is a tough act to follow. The Florida 
Theatre, 355-2787, floridatheatre.com

Nov 26-Dec 24 WhIte ChrIstMas For more 
than 20 years, the Alhambra has been Jack-
sonville’s home-grown Christmas Tradition. 
The tradition continues with their production 
of White Christmas! Alhambra Dinner Theatre. 
641-1212, www.alhambrajax.com

Nov 28-29, Dec 4-13 the Great aMerICan 
traILer ParK ChrIstMas MUsICaL You’ll 
be black and blue by Christmas Eve with this 
new sequel following the successful run of 
its predecessor, The Great American Trailer 
Park Musical. It’s holiday time down in Ar-
madillo Acres; there are new neighbors, freak 
outbreaks of amnesia, a Scrooge, warmth 
and beer in this wild town that is too familiar! 
Directed by Lee Hamby. Musical direction by 
Greg Hersey Players by the Sea, 249-0289, 
www.playersbythesea.org.
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 The future’s looking bright for Jacksonville’s world-class symphony orchestra. For one thing, the 
financials are in the black for the first time in recent memory. For another, they’ve just brought on board an 
exciting new Music Director Designate, Courtney Lewis (the main conductor, in laymen’s terms). Lewis is 
replacing the departed Fabio Mechetti, who held that position for fourteen years. While still maintaining a 
heavily classical sensibility, Lewis has brought a youthful spark and innovative programming to Jacoby Hall 
along with a rockstar appeal of sorts to the JSO. With his dashing good looks and prestigious symphony 
pedigree, he’s one of those dudes that women adore and men look at and scream, “You can’t have it all, 
dammit.”
 Born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Lewis graduated from the University of Cambridge, where he studied 
composition with Robin Holloway and clarinet with Dame Thea King. He has already established himself as 
one of his generation’s most talented conductors, as he is also assistant director of the much-lauded New 
York Philharmonic. Despite the heft of his background, even at the ripe age of 30, you can’t detect a hint of 
arrogance when speaking with Lewis. He is just the sort of approachable and personable conductor that the 
JSO needs in order to establish a younger fan base, a demographic that will be crucial for the orchestra’s 
sustainability in the coming years.
 The symphony setting is often stereotyped as a rich man’s pleasure to be appreciated only by the 
classiest and most affluent of patrons. Considering that most of the classical pieces were not composed by 

the wealthy—in fact, quite the contrary, the subject matter oftentimes romanticizes the hopelessness and 
frustration of poverty—I’ve often wondered why Joe Lunch Pail has never been more drawn to symphonic 
music. Lewis says that this is largely an American concept and that the make-up of the audience is quite 
more diverse overseas.
  “That’s not the way it is in Europe,” says Lewis. “It’s an unfortunate thing that that’s what people 
think here. At the Jacksonville Symphony, we’re working very hard to get rid of that impression. Music is 
something for everybody. It’s an extremely powerful and emotional experience that releases us from every-
day life. The composers weren’t wealthy, they were people expressing their innermost feelings in a powerful 
way, and it’s incredibly exciting to tap into that experience. So, I would say to people, ‘come and try it and 
you’ll be pleasantly surprised,’ particularly because we have such a great orchestra. It’s pretty unusual for a 
city this size to have an orchestra this good, and that’s something that people should find exciting to go to.”
 Since, at least on the surface, everything about a symphony seems so meticulously put together, I 
asked him if, like jazz, there are any improvisational elements to symphony, to which Courtney replied, “It’s 
like a play. If you imagine you were doing a play 50 times, yes, it’s all scripted, but every performance is 
still different. It’s even more free than that, because I can be creative within the re-creative process. I can 
make something faster or slower without changing the whole structure of the thing. You can emphasize 
different things.” Something that certainly stood out in Lewis’ inaugural performance was the presence of 
humor. The JSO was playful with the audience as well as amongst themselves, to be sure. This was most 
evident during Lewis’ first turn as conductor in September, when they performed the world premier of 
Hijinx!—a fun composition by American composer Judith Cloud for the JSO that called for 20 percussion 
instruments, including the didgeridoo, motor horn, steel drum, and even a toy squeaker, to name a few. “(In 
Hijinx!), I felt like I didn’t know the inside joke,” says Lewis. “I thought, well, there must be some joke that 
the composer intended here. That can be funny sometimes.”
 Another notable aspect of the symphony is the physical endurance and intensity of the players. Many 
people wouldn’t think athlete when thinking of symphony players, but, in the truest sense of the word, that 
is precisely what they are. Says Lewis: “There’s a very straight combination of physical and emotional 
intensity, I don’t know, I doubt that athletes have quite the same emotional intensity. You can switch your 
brain off when you’re running, and that’s why many people enjoy physical exertion. When you’re a sym-
phony musician, it can be very physically strenuous as well as emotionally strenuous.”
 There were certainly some emotionally moving moments in Lewis’ opening performance, particularly 
in such pieces as French composer Hector Berlioz’s ‘Symphonie Fantastique,’ where “a young musician 
of unhealthily sensitive nature and endowed with vivid imagination has poisoned himself with opium in a 
paroxysm of lovesick despair.” Especially after reading a disheartening background tale such as this, you 
can easily find yourself tearing up a little as you listen to the ebbs and flows. As you imagine yourself in 
their position so long ago, you realize that, though they are gone, their feelings at that time live on in this 
intricate, breathtaking music.
 There are several upcoming opportunities to attend a symphony performance. For a calendar of up-
coming JSO performances, go to www.jaxsymphony.org.

Maneuvers 
in the Dark
Courtney Lewis Brings the Jacksonville 

Symphony Back into the Black
BY RICHARD DAVID SMITH III 
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diablo sez...
EU’s Jack Diablo stays on top of the Jacksonville music scene, so you don’t have to! 
Check in every month for album reviews, show recommendations, and local music news. 

Nov 12  Matisyahu, Radical soMething at the Florida Theatre
I shaved my beard almost all the way off recently and even though people tell me it looks ok, I still 
miss that old thing. What gives me the most comfort is that I don’t look as ridiculous as Matisyahu 
does without a beard. Seriously, why? You have a schtick as a Yiddish reggae-rapper guy, and the 
ONLY thing you have to do is keep the Hassidic beard/curl combo and just count the money. Appar-
ently management forgot to tell this guy not to take reggae-rap too seriously because this knuckle-
head must think he’s onto something important and meaningful. Settle down, the guy grew up getting 
baked at Phish shows and decided to cash in on his heritage; he’s no spiritual leader, and he’s cer-
tainly no hero. 

Nov 15  sick of it all, negative appRoach, RhythM of feaR at Jack Rabbits
Hey look, real hardcore! These days the lines between hardcore and pop-punk and emo are so blurred 
and confusing that it just makes me feel old and slow and stupid. But Sick Of It All is what I think of 
when I think of hardcore. It’s what I grew up with, and it’s tough because it’s tough, not because it 
has something to prove. Furthermore, they put out an album this year, and it is the furthest thing from 
terrible. In fact, it sounds comfortingly just like a Sick Of It All album should sound in 2014. This band 
has aged so gracefully, and it gives me hope.

Nov 22  flatbush ZoMbies, the undeRachieveRs at Underbelly
You know how you can look at something everyday and yet never actually process it? I’ve been look-
ing at the backside of this poster for what must be months without recognizing that Flatbush Zombies 
were coming this month. Solid Brooklyn-based trap/hip hop for the A$AP crowd. There will be many 
Mishka New Eras on heads, possibly including my own. I’m a good sport, and this shit is pretty tight. 
And isn’t it about time that hip hop and punk realized they were basically on the same side again? 
Flatbush Zombies released a collabo track with Trash Talk in September, and while Body Count, it may 
not be, it isn’t half bad at all.

Nov 28-29 WvRM fest at Burro Bar
Two dudes I respect very much have collaborated to bring you the second annual WVRM FEST, a riot-
ous rager celebrating the place where metal and hardcore overlap without being metalcore. Cliff of 
Southern Druid does the best underground metal shows in town while Reeder and the On Point Re-
cords crew are all about supporting Florida hardcore. This two-day fest features some of the gnarliest 
bands in the Southeast doing everything from grindcore to doom to black metal. Tickets are only $20 
for both days and with over 20 bands on the bill, it’s well-worth the price of ONE FREAKING DOLLAR 
PER BAND!

Dec 6  Misfits at Underbelly
When people ask the age-old question, “what was your first show?” I’m fortunate enough to be able 
to stick my nose in the air and reply, “The Misfits, H2O and Marky Ramone & the Intruders.” It was 
1998 or so, and 15-year-old me was somehow able to convince my dad it wasn’t going to be a prob-
lem - skateboarding was not a crime, I probably was not going to turn out to be a junkie, and as long 
as I made decent grades, some guys playing loud and fast music with painted faces were not going 
to corrupt me anymore than the general ennui of life in the suburbs anyhow. But my life was forever 
altered, and while Glen may now be his own punchline and as Jerry milks every last red cent out of 
what once was, there’s something universally timeless about the early Misfits stuff and what it means 
to be punk rock. The Misfits as we know them more or less disbanded the year I was born, and yet 
the fact that kids more than ten years younger than me still identify with their brand of music speaks 
volumes as to what they were actually doing up there in New Jersey in the 80s. The point is - it’s the 
Misfits, it’s a good time, and who knows how much steam they’ve got left in them.

Dec 9  QuintRon & Miss pussycat, White MysteRy, the Mold, buRnt haiR at Underbelly
One time, Quintron turned a ratty old house in New Orleans into a weather-controlled synthesizer that 
sang the song of Mother Nature. The Singing House is modulated by weather, and it’s a beautiful 
thing that anyone with a single nerdy bone in their body will absolutely freak out about. Another time, 
Quintron and Miss Pussycat insisted on playing a show in the rattiest, most drippiest, dankest closet 
of an abandoned auto dealership in Miami during Art Basel while I was on mushrooms, and it was the 
best thing ever. White Mystery is a brother-sister duo with a logo very similar to Mission Workshop. 
You can catch them all with two local bands that are very good and very punk.

Misfits
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BY STEVE PRENDERGAST

what: Bear Creek, 4-day music and art festival
when: Nov 13-16
where: 3076 95th Dr, Live Oak, FL, Spirit of the Suwanee Music Park
cost: at the gate for 3 days $205, 4 days $245
info: bearcreekmusicfestival.com, (386) 364-1683

Every year the Bear Creek Music and Art Festival gets funkier. And funkier. This year may just be 
the funkiest yet. This marks the 8th year that people will come out to the Spirit of the Suwannee Music 
Park in Live Oak, Florida, to listen to approximately 50 bands, some playing twice, from Thursday, 
Nov 13th through Sunday, Nov 16th. Just some of the names that will be bringing some of the best 
funk around are Lettuce, Soulive, The New Mastersounds, the Budos Band, Dumstaphunk, The Floo-
zies, The Fritz, The Funky Knuckles and Earphunk.

A super special collaboration, Chris Robinson’s Soulive Revue, will be hitting the stage Saturday 
night, Nov 15th. This group combines the former Black Crowes’ Chris Robinson with Soulive’s Eric 
Krasno, Alan Evans and Neal Evans, The Shady Horns’ Eric Bloom and Ryan Zoidis, and, I am sure, 
more guest walk-ons.

Bring 
the 
funk
Bear Creek: Nov 13-16 
at Suwannee Music Park One anticipated addition to Bear Creek 

this year is the young super-jammer, 11-year-
old Brandon Niederauer. He has crisscrossed 
the country onstage with the likes of Steve Vai, 
The Lee Boys, Butch Trucks, Oteil Burbridge, 
Luther & Cody Dickinson, Ron Holloway, John-
ny Vidacovich, George Porter Jr., Brian Stoltz, 
Guitar Slim Jr, Troy Turner, Benny Turner, Little 
Freddie King and The Revivalists. To his credit, 
we have heard praises of his skills on the 
guitar by many of the legends that he played 
with. Since he mentions that his influences 
are Duane Allman, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Derek 
Trucks, Warren Haynes and Jimi Hendrix, it will 
sure be a delight to see him collaborate with 
some of the talent that will be playing at this 
year’s Bear Creek.

Another upcoming jam band that has been 
getting a lot of press lately, and one of the bands 
who will be playing both Friday and Saturday 
this year, is TAUK. According to Relix Magazine, 
“TAUK is an incredibly impressive ensemble of 
talent. The four-piece band carries an incred-
ible groove that meshes jazz and funk with a 
fresh pop sound.” As described in the Charlotte 
Observer, “The NYC quartet bridges classic 
jam rock, fusion, and the modern indie-rock of 
bands like Explosions in the Sky with funk, jazz, 
and guitar-rock-laden instrumentals that leave 
little down time for ceiling gazing, with arrange-
ments that ring with purpose and direction.”

Northeast Florida is very familiar with the 
band The Fritz. With some the band members 
having met at University of North Florida, The 
Fritz was a staple of great live jams all over 
Jacksonville a few years ago. As told to the 
Asheville Post recently, “We were comfort-
able,” says Jamar Woods, the group’s lead 
vocalist and keyboardist. “But we needed to 
change; to grow. We had gotten a bit spoiled 
in Jacksonville. We needed a different environ-
ment that would push us.” Having transplanted 
to Asheville, North Carolina, they still have 
had time to come back and visit. They packed 
1904 Music Hall this past New Year’s Eve and 
are expected to bring some real groove to Bear 
Creek Saturday, Nov 15th.

Oh, did I forget to mention the headlining 
band? One of the most talented bands to jam 
all over the continent these days, Umphrey’s 
Mcgee will bless us with not one, but two 
nights of face-melting, improvisational, jam-
filled sets. Known for their high energy and 
probably one of the best light shows out today 
due to the skills of Jeff Waful, they will be sure 
to please.

You can get more information and pur-
chase tickets for The 8th annual Bear Creek 
Music and Art Festival at www.bearcreekmu-
sicfestival.com.
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It’s hard to deny the power of 
DNA, especially with an enviable rock 
‘n roll pedigree, but Devon Allman is 
his own man. Growing up in Texas, 
Allman lived the typical suburban life, 
playing soccer, working at Burger 
King, and hocking guitars at a music 
store. He has long since made peace 
with the man that once was just a 
framed 5x7 on his childhood dresser 
and what it means to chart a course 
all on his own. “I was just a normal kid. I didn’t meet my father until I was 27, so it’s not that I grew up a 
rock star kid. My path to music was totally organic. I was into Hendrix, Iron Maiden and the Smiths and 
the Cure,” he says. “I found my way to the blues through Jimi Hendrix. When I heard ‘Red House’ that just 
blew my mind. That kind of made me go out and find all the stuff that turned him on like B.B. King, Curtis 
Mayfield and Buddy Guy.”

Allman often takes to social media to share his life on the road, navigating through airports and hotels 
and the eternal search for good coffee. “I’m an idiot on social media. I probably reveal too much but I don’t 
really give a shit,” he says. “It’s my life, too.” A glimpse at Allman’s Twitter page reveals that he is a father, 
guitarist, singer, songwriter, pescatarian, hotsauce pimp, and NBA fan. He is also a truth-seeker, a road 
warrior and an ambitious, ball-busting perfectionist who holds his own feet to the fire.

The Devon Allman Band joins Tab Benoit Nov 12 at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall (pvconcerthall.
com). Allman’s newest release Ragged and Dirty dropped in September and continues to earn rave reviews 
across the board, especially from the elder Allman who took to his own social media to declare his boy’s 
new album as a killer record. The show will focus on Ragged and Dirty and the Devon Allman Band, as well 
as material from his earlier band, Honeytribe, and his other current project, Royal Southern Brotherhood. 
“The show is really cool because I do a little bit of everything throughout my career. I play a little Honey-
tribe, a little Royal Southern Brotherhood, a song or two of my Dad’s,” he says. 

Allman is acutely aware of the mythology surrounding his famous name, but he is lightning quick to 
dispel notions of a hand out. “Anyone who has the misconception that ‘oh, he’s an Allman’--you don’t know 
shit. And that’s okay. People, especially newcomers to my work, are going to think that,” he says. “But I 
just hit one million miles touring last year. I’m not saying that to pound my chest at all. I’m saying that my 
father didn’t ride one of those of miles. I did.”

In 2000, Allman walked away from music altogether to spend time with his young son. Once his boy 
went to school, his mindset shifted to, “holy shit, all my bros like Derek Trucks and Joe Bonamassa had 
like five records out and had been touring for 10 years. The only way I am going to catch up is to really 
bust some balls.” Coming out of self-imposed exile, Allman called his agent and said he wanted to play 
300 shows that year. “He laughed at me,” he says. “I called him back 10 minutes later and said, ‘bro, I just 
wanted to know why you laughed at me,’ and he goes ‘because I knew you were serious.’”

Whether he’s playing for 40 people in a club or 40,000 people in an arena, Allman always plays with 
the same conviction. That’s the honey. The money, he says, is his compensation for the bullshit that comes 
with being a touring musician. “Playing the music, I’d do that for free, all year long. I get paid for all the 
plane delays, the taxi rides, and the hotels with the shitty food and the shitty beds,” he says.

Alllman is enjoying the life now, but knows there will come a point that he will start saying ‘no’ to cer-
tain things. “When you are building, that’s when it’s time to say yes to everything,” Allman says. “The only 
real pressure that exists in the world is self-applied. Every time I take the stage, I feel like the luckiest man 
on earth. The long and short of it is that this has come with a lot of work. But I love the work.” Check out 
Allman November 12 at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall.

Devon AllmAn 
A Legacy on His Own

BY LIZA MITCHELL

WHAT: Tab Benoit with the Devon Allman Band
WHeRe: Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
WHen: Nov 12 at 8pm
TickeTs: $24.50-$34.50
inFo: pvconcerthall.com or 209-0399
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Riverton Tower Riverton TowerRiverton Tower
Independent Senior Living on the beautiful St. Johns River, 

located in the Historical District of Arlington

Studio, one and two bedroom, two bath 
apartment homes nestled in a quiet river 

setting showcasing both skyline and harbor 
views for mature adults 55 and above. Rental 
rates include major utilities!  No pets please.

Call Riverton Tower Leasing Office for more information • http://rt.jones.edu

(904) 743-5090

Nov 9 MARY CHAPIN CARPENTER In this 
intimate, acoustic concert, five-time Grammy 
Award-winning singer-songwriter and 2012 
Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame inductee Mary 
Chapin Carpenter will perform both timeless hits 
and deep cuts from her expansive and beloved 
13-album catalog. She will be joined on stage 
by special guest Tift Merritt and longtime friends 
Jon Carroll (piano) and John Doyle (guitars, bou-
zouki). 7pm. $29/$39/$59. Florida Theatre, 355-
2787, www.floridatheatre.com

Nov 9 PHILLIP PHILLIPS WITH SAINTS OF 
VALORY The comprehensive tour comes after 
Phillips’ Behind the Light was released to critical 
acclaim. Since winning season 11 of American 
Idol, Phillips has sold more than 2 million albums 
and more than 9 million singles. 7pm. St. Augus-
tine Amphitheatre, 471-1965, www.staugamphi-
theatre.com

Nov 11 WORDS AND MUSIC CONCERT 3 Op-
eratic vocalist Janet Rabe-Meyer is known for her 
radiant voice and intense acting. Her presentation 
is titled Witches, Bitches and Boys: The Art of the 
Mezzo Soprano, Part 2. Presented by the EMMA 
Concert Association in the Flager Room at Flagler 
College. emmaconcerts.com. 

Nov 12 TAB BENOIT Benoit is a driving force 
behind Voice of the Wetlands, an organization 
working to save Louisiana’s wetlands.More than 
just an acclaimed bluesman, he is an indefati-
gable conservation advocate. With Devon Allman 
Band at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 471-1965, 
pvconcerthall.com

Nov 14 O.A.R. WITH ANDY GRAMMER On their 
eighth studio album, The Rockville LP, the shape-
shifting rock band O.A.R.found that returning 
home triggered a journey of creative renewal and 
inspiration. The features some of O.A.R.’s most 
diverse, intricate songs to date. 7pm. St. Augus-
tine Amphitheatre, 471-1965, www.staugamphi-
theatre.com
 
Nov 14 RICKY NELSON REMEMBERED starring 
Nelson’s twin sons, Matthew and Gunnar Nelson, 
celebrates the legacy of the former teen idol 
with such hits as ‘Hello Mary Lou,’ ‘I’m Walkin’,’ 
‘Travelin’ Man,’ and ‘I Gotta Feeling’. Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall, 471-1965, pvconcerthall.com

Nov 14 CLARENCE CARTER Born in Montgomery, 
Alabama in 1936 and blind since bir th, Clarence 
Carter was playing guitar by the time he was 11, 
his own style influenced by the blues records of 
John Lee Hooker, Lightnin’ Hopkins and Jimmy 
Reed. After attending college and earning a de-
gree in music, Clarence hooked up with another 
blind musician, keyboard player Calvin Scott, in 
1963. The Ritz, 807-2010, ritzjacksonville.com. 

Nov 15 MANNHEIM STEAMROLLER CHRISTMAS 
BY CHIP DAVIS Mannheim Steamroller Christmas 
by Chip Davis has been America’s favorite holiday 
tradition, and this year marks the 30th Anniver-
sary of the group’s annual tour. Grammy Award 
winner Chip Davis has created a show that fea-

tures the beloved Christmas music of Mannheim 
Steamroller along with dazzling multimedia effects 
performed in an intimate setting. The spirit of the 
season comes alive with the signature sound of 
Mannheim Steamroller music. Presented by the 
FSCJ Artist Series at the Times-Union Center, 
442-2929, artistseriesjax.org

Nov 15 TOM WOPAT SWINGS THE RAT PACK TV 
Star of the late 1970s as Luke Duke on The Dukes 
of Hazzard, Tom Wopat hit country charts in the 
1980s with the hit ‘The Rock and Roll of Love.’ 
He performed in the Tony Award-winning City of 
Angels and Guys and Dolls, and also received a 
Tony nomination in the revival of Annie Get Your 
Gun. With his trio, Tom Wopat performs hits from 
his album, I’ve Got Your Number. Wopat applies 
his far-ranging interpretive skills, discovering 
new, intriguing musical twists in such Great Ameri-
can Songbook classics as ‘The Good Life,’ ‘The 
Folks Who Live on the Hill,’’Call Me,’ ‘Born to be 
Blue,’’I Won’t Dance’ and, of course, the title track. 
Thrasher Horne Center, 276-6815, thcenter.org    

Nov 15 CELTIC THUNDER brings their first-ever 
North American Symphony Tour to perform songs 
from their 2013 chart-topping album “Christmas 
Voices” in a dynamic, live music experience ac-
centuated by the instrumentals of a full symphony 
orchestra. Hear holiday favorites ranging from 
traditional carols to the more contemporary. Celtic 
Thunder’s five male soloists will perform solo and 
ensemble numbers, signature Celtic Thunder hit 
songs and traditional Irish numbers. The Florida 
Theatre, 355-2787, www.floridatheatre.com

Nov 21 MELISSA ETHERIDGE Academy Award 
and Grammy-winning artist Melissa Etheridge 
will take the stage to perform songs from her 
new album, “This is M.E.” as well as some of 
her greatest hits like ‘Come to My Window’, ‘I’m 
The Only One’ and ‘I Want To Come Over.’ Known 
for her iconic voice, profound lyrics and riveting 
stage presence, Melissa will share personal sto-
ries about her remarkable journey through life and 
the inspiration behind some of her most beloved 
songs. With special guest Alexander Cardinale. 
8pm. $59.55/$79.55/$99.55. Florida Theatre, 
355-2787, www.floridatheatre.com

SEE U THERE
EU’s Featured Music Events ®

Tom Wopat
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2752 Park Street

www.inkyfingers.biz

MUSIC EVENTS
brought to you by

NOVEMBER 3
The Melvins & Guests Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Vattnet Viskar/ Pallbearer Burro Bar, 353-
4686
Paul Collins Beat/ The Lifeforms Underbelly, 
353-6067

NOVEMBER 4
7 Seconds/ The Interrupters/ Poor Richards 

Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

NOVEMBER 5
Hold Your Own/ Edenfield/ Fade Into Demise 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Charley Simmons Mudville Music Room, 352-
7008
Whetherman Underbelly, 353-6067
Charlie & the Foxtrots Burro Bar, 353-4686

NOVEMBER 6
Tony Lucca/ Matt Hires/ Jenni Reid Jack Rab-
bits, 398-7496
Casting Crowns Veterans Memorial Arena, 
630-3900
Malcolm Holcombe Mudville Music Room, 
353-7008
Susan Boyle Times Union Center, 442-2929
Cheryl Wheeler Cafe Eleven, 460-9311
Destroyer of Light Burro Bar, 353-4686
Dave Ross Comedy Tour Underbelly, 353-6067

NOVEMBER 7
The Last Sons/ Sons Not Beggars/ The Happy 
Faced Mistakes/ Askmeificare Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
IveyWest Band The Landing, 353-1188
Start Making Sense (Talking Heads tribute 
band)/ Gov Club/ Lake Disney Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Tim Kaiser/ Paul Metzger Sun-Ray Cinema, 
359-0049
Black Lillies Colonial Quarter, St. Augustine, 
209-0367

NOVEMBER 8
Jesse Montoya/ Robert Lester Folsom/ 
LaVilla School Chamber Orchestra RAM, riv-
ersideartsmarket.com
Old City Music Fest: Joan Jett & the Black-
hearts/ Will Hoge St. Augustine Flea Market
Heart St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Danka/ Prime Trees/ Prideless/ Sweet Hayah 
Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Speaking Cursive CD release/Weekend Atlas/
Winter Wave Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Professor Whiskey’s Traveling Bizarre Bazaar 
Underbelly, 353-6067
Porchfest: Mondo Mike & the Po Boys/ 
The Well Beings/ Mama Blue/ El Conjunto 
Tropical/ Jacksonville Old Time Jam/ Prelude 
Chamber Quartet/ Redneck Hummus/ Doug 
Vanderlaan & Heather Perry/ Douglas Ander-
son Guitar Ensemble/ Joe Shuck/ Canary in a 
Coalmine/ Dirt Floor Krackers/ Katie Helow & 
Zach Lever/ Crazy Daysies/ Lauren Fincham 
& Mike Pearson/ Goliath Flores/ Tropic of 
Cancer/ Jesse Montoya Springfield, www.
jacksonvilleporchfest.org
Love, Live, Laugh: Tamar Braxton/ Nephew 
Tommy/ Ricky Smily/ Special K/ Lyfe Jen-
nings Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-3900

NOVEMBER 9
Randy Newman Flager College Auditorium, 
209-0367
Phillip Phillips St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 
209-0367
Mary Chapin Carpenter/ Tift Merritt Florida 
Theatre, 355-2787
Gringo Star Underbelly, 353-6067

Artisan Woodcraft
Since 1971

Antiquity Reconstruction
garycaldwell57@gmail.com
www.gcreconstruction.com

Gary Caldwell
904.238.3604

 ∙ Complete Interior & Exterior Antique Home Restoration Services ∙

Mary Chapin Carpenter, 
Nov 9 at the Florida Theatre
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C O M I N G  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 5

Jay’s
Multimedia

BUY & SELL
Bronze-Age
Silver-Age
COMICS

Large Selection Of CDs
BEACH BLVD. FLEA MARKET
11041 Beach Blvd · Suite B-5

Fall Holiday Hours: Sat & Sun 9-3

COLLECTIBLE
VINYL

NOVEMBER 10
Vigil & Theives/ Sunspots/ Poetry & Motion 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
The Lone Bellow Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 
209-0367

NOVEMBER 12
Reverend Horton Heat/ Granpa’s Cough 
Medicine Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Matisyahu Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Tab Benoit/Devon Allman Band Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall 209-0399
Sevendust Underblly, 353-6067

NOVEMBER 13
Nonpoint/ Gemini Syndrome/ Islander/ 3 
Years Hollow & Guests 1904 Music Hall, 
434-3475
Tribal Seeds/ Ballyhoo/ Gonzo with Beyond I 
Sight Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Saintseneca/ Swarming Branch/ Cougar Bar-
rel Jack Rabbit, 398-7496
Bear Creek Music Festival: Dumpstaphunk/ 
Umphrey’s McGee/Oteil Burbridge/ Zach 
Deputy/ St. Paul & the Broken Bones/ Mingo 
Fishtrap/ The Fritz/ Catfish Alliance Suwan-
nee Music Park, 386-364-1683

JAMES TAYLOR 
James Taylor and his All-Star Band are coming to 
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena on November 
19 for one intimate and memorable night! As a re-
cording and touring artist, James Taylor has touched 
people with his warm baritone voice and distinctive 
style of guitar-playing for more than 40 years, while 
setting a precedent to which countless young musi-
cians have aspired. Over the course of his celebrated 
songwriting and performing career, Taylor has sold 
more than 100 million albums, earning gold, plati-
num and multi-platinum awards for classics ranging 
from ‘Sweet Baby James’ in 1970 to ‘October Road’ 
in 2002. He has won multiple Grammy awards and 
has been inducted into both the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame and the prestigious Songwriters Hall of Fame. 
8pm. Veterans Memorial Arena, jaxevents.com

Tab Benoit, Nov 12 at the 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall

®
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Rod Picott/ Tracy Grammer Mudville Music 
Room, 352-7008
IveyWest Band The Landing, 353-1188
Lecrae Florida Theatre, 355-2787

NOVEMBER 14
Bread and Butter The Landing, 353-1188
Dirty Heads with special guest Rome/ Makua 
Rothman Mavericks, 356-1110
Beyond Glory Florida Theatre, 355-2787
O.A.R./ Andy Grammer St. Augustine Amphi-
theatre, 209-0367
Crying Wolf/Mudtown Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
The Curt Towne Band/ Fireroad/ Jake Cal-
houn & The Chasers Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Ricky Nelson Remembered Ponte Vedra Con-
cert Hall, 209-0399
Local Honey Artist Showcase Colonial Quar-
ters, St. Augustine, 209-0367
Clarence Carter The Ritz Theatre, 807-2010
Gypsy Star/ Rebecca Zapen Mudville Music 
Room, 353-7008

NOVEMBER 15
Joey Kerr/ Grandpa’s Cough Medicine/Jo-
seph Shuck RAM, riversideartsmarket.com
Sick Of It All/ Negative Approach/ Rhythm of 
Fear Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Justin Townes Earle/Cory Branan St. Augus-
tine Amphitheatre, 209-0367
Sunspots/ What Heart/ Randy Lane Freebird 
Live, 246-BIRDa
Celtic Thunder Symphony Tour Florida The-
atre, 355-2787
Austin Park The Landing, 353-1188

NOVEMBER 18
Whitechapel/Glass Cloud/ Of Tribe & Truth 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Fine Art of Jazz Tribute to Count Basie The 
Ritz Theatre, 807-2010
Courage My Love/ Buttons/ Eversay Jack 
Rabbits 398-7496

NOVEMBER 19
James Taylor & his Allstar Band Veterans 
Memorial Arena, 630-3900

NOVEMBER 20
Terry McDermott/ Miggs/ Ries Brothers Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496
Eric Lindell Mojo Kitchen, 247-6636
The Word Alive/ Color Morale/ Our Last 
Night/ The Dead Rabbits/ Miss Fortune Un-
derbelly, 353-6067

NOVEMBER 21
Melissa Etheridge/ Alexander Cardinale 
Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Light Years/ Driver Friendly Burro Bar, 353-4686
Jig to a Milestone The Landing, 353-1188
The Embraced/ The Strange/ Ursula/ Burnt 
Hair Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

Natalie Stovall & The Drive Mavericks, 
356-1110
Third Day Times Union Center, 633-6110
Catch the Groove Mudville Music Room, 352-7008
The Jacksonville Old Time Jam Underbelly, 
353-6067

NOVEMBER 22
A Nice Pair/ Navy Band Southeast Brass 
Band/ Ciaran Sontag & the Safari Band RAM, 
riversideartsmarket.com 
Seven Nations Lynch’s Irish Pub, 241-5181
Flogging Molly, SeaWalk Pavilion, 247-6100
I-Vibes & Guests Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Flatbush Zombies/ The Underachievers Un-
derbelly, 353-6067
Mike Birbiglia Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Otis Clay Ritz Theatre, 807-2010

NOVEMBER 23
Twisted Insane/ Askmeificare/ Drazah/ John 
Legit Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

NOVEMBER 24
Reliant K/ Blondfire/ From Indian Lakes Free-
bird Live, 246-BIRD

NOVEMBER 25
Aaron Carter/ Billy Winfield/ Raquel Cabrera 
& Guests Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

NOVEMBER 28
Faze Wave & guests Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Passafire/ The Hip Abduction Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD

NOVEMBER 29
RLF Trio/ Mark Williams and Blue Horse/ 
Alternate Coast RAM, riversideartsmarket.com 
Cosby Sweater 1904 Music Hall, 434-3475
I-Wayne/ Black Am I Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Sunspots/ Psychomagic Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Ronnie Dozier/ Jasmine Rhey The Ritz The-
atre, 807-2010
Matthew Ellis Burro Bar, 353-4686
Austin Park The Landing, 353-1188

NOVEMBER 30
Reggae Jammin’ on the River: 418 Band The 
Landing, 353-1188
Primer 55/ Razorz Edge Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
69 Boyz/ 95 South/ Quad Family Circus 
Eclipse, 387-3582

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    

THE HOT SARDINES 
November 20th The Hot Sardines will visit Riverside Fine Arts. The Sardine sound is steeped 
in hot jazz, salty stride piano, and the kind of music Louis Armstrong, Django Reinhardt, and 
Waller used to make: straight-up, foot-stomping jazz. (Literally – the band includes a tap 
dancer whose feet count as two members of the rhythm section). They manage to invoke 
the sounds of a near-century ago and stay resolutely in step with the current age. And while 
their roots run deep into jazz, that most American of genres, they’re intertwined with French 
influences via their frontwoman, who was born and raised in Paris (and writes songs in both 
languages). 1100 Stockton St, 389-6222, riversidefinearts.org

SING OUT LOUD SERIES
Series highlights an eclectic group of award-
winning national touring artists, as well as some 
of the best local singer-songwriters that St. Au-
gustine has to offer. Kicking off this celebration 
of songwriters will be rollicking Americana and 
Grand Old Opry favorites, The Black Lillies on 
Nov 7 at the Colonial Quarter in downtown St. 
Augustine, followed by one of America’s most 
accomplished singer-songwriters Randy New-
man on Nov 9 at Flagler College’s Lewis Audito-
rium. Exuberant Americana trio The Lone Bellow 
will then perform on Nov 10 at the Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall. Nov 14 is an evening of free performances by eight local singer-songwriters 
presented by the Local Honey music project at the Colonial Quarter. Poignant storytellers 
Justin Townes Earle with Cory Branan wrap up the SOL Series with a performance on Nov 
15 at the Colonial Quarter, 33 St. George St., St. Augustine. For more information, call 209-
0367 or visit http://staugamphitheatre.com.

Randy 
Newman

®
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U P C O M I N G  C O N C E RT S
Dec 4	 ANTHONY	HAMILTON Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Dec 5  BIG	TICKET	with	FALL	OUT	BOY,	WEEZER,	ALT-J,	YOUNG	THE	GIANT,	
	 CHEVELLE,	NEW	POLITICS,	J	RODDY,	BIG	DATA,	ISLANDER,	BEAR	HANDS 
 Metropolitan Park, 630-3900

Dec 5  HUNTER	HAYES Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-3900

Dec 6		 JEANNE	ROBERTSON Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Dec 6  URBAN	JAZZ	COALITION Ritz Theatre, 807-2010

Dec 6  DARYL	HALL	&	JOHN	OATES St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

Dec 6  THE	MISFITS Underbelly, 353-6067

Dec 9  DIANNA	KRALL Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Dec 11  MANHATTAN	TRANSFER St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

Dec 12  TRAMPLED	BY	TURTLES Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0399,

Dec 13  ALLAN	TOUSSAINT	Ritz Theatre, 807-2010

Dec 14  WYNONNA	&	THE	BIG	NOISE Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Dec 17  JOE	BONAMASSA Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Dec 18  BOWSER	&	THE	STRINGRAYS,	HERMAN’S	HERMITS,	PETER	NOONE,	UNION		
	 GAP Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Dec 19  TRACE	ADKINS	Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 3  DARYL	HANCE Underbelly, 353-6067 

Jan 9  WINTER	JAM Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-3900

Jan 10 KEITH	SWEAT	LIVE	Times-Union Center, 633-6110

Jan 16		 TEDESCHI	TRUCKS	BAND	Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 16		 THE	BOTH	(Aimee	Mann	&	Ted	Leo) Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0399

Jan 20  ARLO	GUTHRIE’S	ALICE’S	RESTAURANT	MASSACREE Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 21  GAELIC	STORM Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0399

Jan 22  KATHLEEN	MADIGAN  The Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 24 ABBA	The	Concert The Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 29  ARLO	GUTHRIE The Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 20  JOHN	HAMMOND Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0399,

March 15 JOHN	MELLENCAMP Times-Union Center, 633-6110

April 19  THE	WHO Veterans Memorial Arena, 630-3900

May 9  ZZ	TOP	&	JEFF	BECK	St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 209-0367

June 13 & 14		 FLORIDA	COUNTRY	SUPERFEST	 EverBank Field, 866-410-5771

DIANNA KRALL, December 9 at the Florida Theatre
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read complete 
movie reviews 
every week at 
eujacksonville.comNOVEMBER MOViEs

Now Showing
OUIJI Five young people play with a Ouija 
board and attract the attention of the malevo-
lent Ouija demon ZoZo. The film is based on 
widely reported real Ouija experiences gone 
bad with this ancient and malevolent spirit that 
attaches itself to people exclusively through 
Ouija boards. Starring: Olivia Cooke, Daren 
Kagasoff, Douglas Smith, Bianca Santos, Ana 
Coto. Rated PG-13 

ST. VINCENT Maggie, a single mother, moves 
into a new home in Brooklyn with her 12-year 
old son, Oliver. Forced to work long hours, 
she has no choice but to leave Oliver in the 
care of their new neighbor, Vincent, a retired 
curmudgeon with a penchant for alcohol and 
gambling. An odd friendship soon blossoms 
between the improbable pair. Together with a 
pregnant stripper named Daka, Vincent brings 
Oliver along on all the stops that make up his 
daily routine: the race track, a strip club, and 
the local dive bar. Vincent helps Oliver grow 
to become a man, while Oliver begins to see 
in Vincent something that no one else is able 
to: a misunderstood man with a good heart. 
Starring: Melissa McCarthy, Bill Murray, Naomi 
Watts. Rated PG-13

November 7
INTERSTELLAR A group of explorers make use 
of a newly discovered wormhole to surpass the 
limitations on human space travel and conquer 
the vast distances involved in an interstellar 
voyage. Starring: Matthew McConaughey, Anne 
Hathaway, Jessica Chastain. Rated PG-13

BIG HERO 6 From Walt Disney Animation 
Studios, the team behind Frozen and Wreck-It 
Ralph, comes Big Hero 6, an action-packed 
comedy-adventure about the special bond that 
develops between Baymax (voice of Scott Ad-
sit), a plus-sized inflatable robot, and prodigy 
Hiro Hamada (voice of Ryan Potter). When a 
devastating event befalls the city of San Fran-

sokyo and catapults Hiro into the midst of dan-
ger, he turns to Baymax and his close friends: 
adrenaline junkie Go Go Tomago (voice of Ja-
mie Chung), neatnik Wasabi (voice of Damon 
Wayans Jr.), chemistry whiz Honey Lemon 
(voice of Genesis Rodriguez) and fanboy Fred 
(voice of T.J. Miller). Determined to uncover 
the mystery, Hiro transforms his friends into a 
band of high-tech heroes. Rated PG

November 14
BEYOND THE LIGHTS Noni is the music 
world’s latest superstar. But not all is what it 
seems, and the pressures of fame have Noni 
on the edge--until she meets Kaz Nicol, a 
young cop and aspiring politician who’s been 
assigned to her detail. Drawn to each other, 
Noni and Kaz fall fast and hard, despite the 
protests of those around them who urge them 
to put their career ambitions ahead of their ro-
mance. But it is ultimately Kaz’s love that gives 
Noni the courage to find her own voice and 
break free to become the artist she was meant 
to be. Starring: Gugu Mbatha-Raw, Nate Parker, 
Minnie Driver, Richard Colson Baker aka MGK, 
Danny Glover. Rated PG-13

DUMB & DUMBER TO Jim Carrey and Jeff 
Daniels reprise their signature roles as Lloyd 
and Harry in the sequel to the smash hit that 
took the physical comedy and kicked it in the 
nuts: Dumb and Dumber To. The original film’s 
directors, Peter and Bobby Farrelly, take Lloyd 
and Harry on a road trip to find a child Harry 
never knew he had and the responsibility nei-
ther should ever, ever be given. Rated PG-13

November 21
HUNGER GAMES: MOCKINGJAY-PART 1 The 
worldwide phenomenon of The Hunger Games 
continues to set the world on fire with Mock-
ingjay - Part 1, which finds Katniss Everdeen in 
District 13 after she literally shatters the games 
forever. Under the leadership of President Coin 
and the advice of her trusted friends, Katniss 
spreads her wings as she fights to save Peeta 
and a nation moved by her courage. The novel 
on which the film is based is the third in a tril-
ogy written by Suzanne Collins that has over 
65 million copies in print in the U.S. alone. 
Starring: Jennifer Lawrence, Julianne Moore, 
Josh Hutcherson. Rated PG-13

November 26
HORRIBLE BOSSES 2 Fed up with answer-
ing to higher-ups, Nick, Dale, and Kurt decide 
to become their own bosses by launching 
their own business. A slick investor soon 
pulls the rug out from under them. Outplayed 
and desperate, and with no legal recourse, 
the three would-be entrepreneurs hatch a 
misguided plan to kidnap the investor’s adult 
son and ransom him to regain control of their 
company. Starring: Jason Bateman, Charlie 
Day, Jason Sudeikis, Jennifer Aniston, Jamie 
Foxx, Kevin Spacey, Chris Pine, Christoph 
Waltz. Rated R

THE PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR Super spy 
teams aren’t born…they’re hatched. Discover 
the secrets of the greatest and most hilari-

ous covert birds in the global espionage biz: 
Skipper, Kowalski, Rico, and Private. These 
elitists of the elite are joining forces with a chic 
undercover organization, The North Wind. Led 
by handsome and husky Agent Classified (we 

could tell you his name, but then…you know), 
voiced by Benedict Cumberbatch. Together, 
they must stop the villainous Dr. Octavius 
Brine, voiced by John Malkovich, from destroy-
ing the world as we know it. Rated PG

THE HUNGER GAMES: MOCKINGJAY Part 1
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