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he holidays are about more than 
presents; they’re about giving and sharing. 

This is the time of year when we feel lucky for 
all we have. But if the holidays make you stressed 

and sad, sometimes giving to those in need can be a better gift to 
yourself than anything you might receive in a bow and wrapping paper. 
With that in mind, we’re going to highlight several ways to give back 
and make the holiday brighter for both those you give to and yourself.

Wegive.org
Maybe you know someone who wants to give back, but they don’t know where to start. This 

Christmas you can give them the gift of giving from wegive.org, a project of the Nonprofit Center, al-
lowing them to choose which cause they want to donate to from their gift certificate. It’s also an easy 
way for you to give during this busy holiday season.

“WeGive.org gift cards are Giving to the 4th Power,” says Rena Coughlin, the Nonprofit Center of 
Northeast Florida Chief Executive Officer. “The giver feels great, the person who receives the gift card 
supports a nonprofit project that is personally meaningful, the local charity is able to do more to help 
others, and the people who need some extra help at this time of receive the ultimate gift. At the end of 
the chain is a more vital local community. Really, it’s perfect!”

Here’s how it works: local nonprofits sign up with short-term, specific projects rather than nebu-
lous fund-raising. You can sort by type of charity (benefiting animals, seniors, kids, the disabled, the 
environment, etc.), by amount of money you can donate, by organization or by the amount of time 
left to donate. Projects such as expanding kennel capacity at No More Homeless Pets, bringing the 
Museum of Science and History’s learning car t to hospitalized children, or exterior paint and land-
scaping for a HabiJax house are just some of the under takings you can donate to, though there are 
many others.

Dollar amounts are attached to items which will help complete the project. For the exterior work 
on a HabiJax house, a $10 donation goes to paint brushes, while $50 goes to paint and $100 goes 
toward laying sod.

One of their donors, Britt, praises wegive.org on their website: “It is so simple to find an organi-
zation that you believe in. I feel very fortunate to have a website like this one where I can rest assured 
that my donation is going where it is needed and where I intended.”

Giving
& Sharing

BY ERIN THURSBY

T
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A Unique Holiday Festival
 At The Beach

DECEMBER 5 – JANUARY 4

DecemberDaytona.com
PRESENTED BY

AT OCEANFRONT
BANDSHELL

Giving
Sharing
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WWW.FLORIDATHEATRE.COM
Tickets available at Ticketmaster.com

& the Florida Theatre Box Offi  ce.

For more information, please call 904-355-ARTS 
Box Offi  ce Hours: Mon–Fri 9am–5pm 

128 East Forsyth Street, Downtown Jacksonville

The Irish Tenors 
Symphonic 

Holiday Concert
Sun, Dec 1, 7:30 pm

Cheap Trick
Fri, Dec 6, 7:30 pm

Huey Lewis and
the News

Sun, Dec 8, 7:30 pm

Community Nutcracker
Fri, Dec 13, 8:00 pm
Sat, Dec 14, 2 & 8 pm

Michael McDonald
Tues, Dec 17, 8:00 pm

A Peter 
White Christmas
with Rick Braun &

Mindi Abair 
Wed, Dec 18, 8:00 pm

Golden Dragon 
Acrobats 

Fri, Dec 20, 7:30 pm

New Years Eve with
Gregg Allman and

JJ Grey &
special guest Mofro

Tues, Dec 31, 9:00 pm

GOLDEN GOLDENGOLDEN GOLDEN
DRAGON ACROBATS DRAGON ACROBATS DRAGON ACROBATS DRAGON ACROBATS 

GOLDENGOLDEN GOLDEN
DRAGON ACROBATS DRAGON ACROBATS DRAGON ACROBATS 

Dec 20

 

PoWer UP Jax
The future is our children. But sometimes, the future isn’t funded. 

That’s where Power Up Jax comes in. This website, www.powerupjax.
org, from the Jacksonville Public Education Fund, gives the public a way to 
fund gaps that taxes just don’t fill.

On the front page, you can enter in a school’s name or a teacher’s 
name to search. Or, if you aren’t interested in a specific teacher or school, 
you can scroll down to featured projects, where teachers have reached 
out for funding. Teachers need everything from headphones, to books, to 
gardening tools for a school garden. At Pine Estates Elementary, science 
teacher Rebecca Cook is looking to build rockets and take her kids to 
the Kennedy Space Center, with a goal of $300. From Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts, English teacher Simone Aden is hoping to raise $250 
and says: “I teach 6 sections of 10th grade English. I have found that 
many students do not read on their own. It is these students who tend to 
struggle most. I think if I had a classroom set of Young Adult novels I may 
be able to inspire them to read.”

The mission of the Jacksonville Public Education Fund is to “inform 
and mobilize the community to advocate for universally high-quality public 
schools for all children.” Unsurprisingly, it’s a very informative website, 
with all sorts of data on graduation rates, school performance and much 
more.

Most of the goals are only a few hundred dollars, just enough to be 
too much to fund on a teacher’s salary, but certainly low enough that it 
wouldn’t take as many donations to fund as many of the other charity proj-
ects out there. Community First Cares Foundation is matching every dollar 
(up to $5,000) for every dollar you donate to the teacher’s projects on 
powerupjax.org. Even if you don’t give, the website is worth a look, if only 
to learn about our local school system.
 

Hands on Jacksonville & 
volUnTeer MaTcH

If you want to give time rather than money this holiday season, there 
are two websites in particular that we can recommend: www.handson-
jacksonville.org and www.volunteermatch.org. Both Volunteer Match and 
Hands On Jacksonville have committee slots which need to be filled. For 
a young adult or someone who wants to make their resume just a little 
shinier, committees have the added benefit of leadership experience, along 
with the joy of giving.

It’s not always about stuffing envelopes. Say you have a set of par-
ticular skills: graphic artists, accountants, performers and doctors are 
just some of people needed for volunteer work. When I volunteered with 
Hands On Jacksonville, I used skills I had from building sets in theater and 
building fences at my family farm. By the end of the day I’d helped to build 
a wheelchair ramp behind a home. Before we built it, the man who lived 
there couldn’t leave his home without assistance.

On Volunteer Match, if you look at the Volunteer Stories, you’ll see 
what an impact particular skills can have. Some volunteer vir tually, such 
as Jenna Wittingham, who volunteered her skills as a graphic designer for 
the American Cancer Society. “There are so many ways to volunteer,” says 
Jenna, in Volunteer Stories. “I didn’t realize I could use my design knowl-
edge to help. I learned from browsing Volunteer Match that there are so 
many people out there trying to make this world a better place, and I hope 
that more people lend a hand to them. They won’t regret it.”

But skills aren’t always needed. Sometimes all that’s needed is a giv-
ing heart and a pair of hands. Hands On has plenty of projects, long and 
short, especially as we get close to the holidays. You can set up the Toy 
Shop at the Salvation Army, help with food collection, deliver book-bags 
filled with books, clean up waterways and much more. The option to filter 
by age on the Hands On website, is helpful for families and the youngest 
volunteers.

Volunteer Match has more long term gigs, such as volunteer usher 
at the planetarium (for seniors over 55) or as a leader of Sierra Club ex-
peditions. While Volunteer Match is a national organization and therefore 
not as locally geared as Hands On, VM’s advantage is the very peculiar 
“cause areas.” There are 29 categories for causes from animal advocacy 
to sports and LGBT to hunger. Basically, if you know the type of person or 
cause you’re interested in helping, they have a category for it. The national 
angle also means there are more vir tual opportunities to help nonprofits 
across the country. 

However you choose to give, EU wishes you a joyful holiday!
 
 

“There are so many ways to volunteer. 

i didn’t realize i could use my design 

knowledge to help. i learned from browsing 

volunteer Match that there are so many 

people out there trying to make this world 

a better place, and i hope that more people 

lend a hand to them. They won’t regret it.”
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Dance School Location

FOR RENT
Regency Sq. Area

1400 sq. ft.
perfect for

Jazz ∙ Tap ∙ Ballet ∙ Yoga ∙ Zumba
TURN-KEY OPERATION

Call Now (904) 233-3065 ∙ 8724 Lone Star Road

Retail
or Office

Store Front
SPACE FOR

RENT
call to
view

ver wonder how in the world all those 
giveaways get wrapped or put into bags 
or boxes for distribution to the public 

at special events? Those events include the tens of 
thousands of bags for participants of 1st Place sports’ 
coordinated events, such as the gaTe river run, susan 
g. komen for the cure, 26.2 with donna and never Quit. 
This is just part of a long list of nonprofit organizations 
served by a dedicated and very willing group of seniors, 
known as the senior saints, all who are part of seniors 
on a Mission (soaM), an extraordinary and very valuable 
asset to Jacksonville’s nonprofits.

SoaM connects appropriate work needed by area nonprofit 
organizations to SoaM’s senior-appropriate group-service Mis-
sion Trips. These Senior Saints sign up for day-long mission trips 
to the welcoming nonprofit, board a bus driven by a SoaM staff 
member, and off they go to complete projects for one of the many 
leading events in NE FL. 

SoaM has huge community impact, too. Since 2005, more 
than 700 elderly volunteers have joined their corps, in which 
375 continue to give back on a regular basis. They have logged 
more than 67,000 community service hours, which has saved 
local nonprofit organizations nearly $1.5 million, as evidence that 
SoaM is a huge community benefit to many.

Why do they do it? They say because they are inspired, the 
work gives them purpose, they are encouraged, feel blessed and 
are loved. This work makes them happy–and they are capable 
of doing even more. Most of all, they feel needed because it is 
meaningful work that has a direct value to the community.

Newly appointed Development Director Phyllis Andruszkie-
wicz, formerly of UNF’s Thomas G. Carpenter Library, says, “I 
always wanted to be involved with a ministry, and God has made 
that possible. This ministry is the best kept secret in Jacksonville, 
and we are working hard to get the word out.”

In case you or your organization are looking to fund a proj-
ect or fulfill a wish list for the holidays, SoaM needs a 33-pas-
senger bus, team lunches, and office supplies, as well as willing 
hands to volunteer for other office projects. For further informa-
tion on how you, a family member, or your church can become 
involved, go to www.seniorsonamission.org or call either Joanne 
Hickox or Phyllis Andruszkiewicz at 904-551-4373.

To read more go to eujacksonville.com.

 
 

Seniorson a Mission
BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

E
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On Saturday, December 14, thousands of people will be honoring veterans across 
America by putting wreaths on graves as part of the Wreaths Across America (WAA) event. 
WAA is a nonprofit organization, dedicated to remembering the fallen, honoring those that 
serve and their families, and teaching our children the value of freedom.

WWA was founded in 2007, by a Maine businessman, Morrill Worcester, in order to 
continue and expand the annual wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery, 
which began in 1992 as an event dedicated to the families of our veterans and members 
of the active military. Worcester donated 5,000 wreaths that year. The photograph of the 
wreaths went viral, and the image became a reminder to people to remember our fallen 
heroes.

Ronald Reagan, 40th United States President (1922-2004), said, “Freedom is never 
more than one generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in the 
bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same, or 
one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s children what 
it was once like in the United States where men were free.”

In 2008, Congress issued a proclamation officially recognizing “Wreaths Across 
America Day” each December. This year the program hopes to place wreaths once again at 
Arlington National Cemetery and in over 850+ participating locations nationwide, including 
the Jacksonville National Veterans Cemetery. It is anticipated that the project will be sup-
ported by more than 1,000 local fundraising groups in 50 states.

Special memorials are held for Pearl Harbor, Bunker Hill, Charleston Naval Shipyard 
and a wreath is laid for every victim of 9/11 in New York City, the Pentagon and Shanks-
ville, Pennsylvania. Also, there are State House ceremonies in nearly all 50 states.

The WAA is committed to teaching younger generations about the value of their 
freedoms and the importance of honoring those who sacrificed so much to protect those 
freedoms. The WAA website offers a downloadable curriculum and books to help school 
children appreciate the roles our veterans played in preserving their freedoms.

For more info on each location and how you can become involved, go to www.wreath-
sacrossamerica.org, or contact Ralph Terreault, Volunteer Coordinator for the Jacksonville 
National Cemetery at (904) 778.3709 or email him at dremwolf@bellsouth.net.

 

BY JOANELLE MULRAIN 
American Corporate Partners (ACP) is a nonprofit organization based in New York that is dedi-

cated to helping military veterans transition into a civilian career. Military veterans in Jacksonville have 
a wonderful opportunity to link into this important and free civilian career service, which provides 
a one-on-one, year-long mentorship between a veteran and willing business mentor in their field of 
interest.

“ACP has been built upon the understanding that returning veterans need the tools for long-term 
career development through mentoring, career counseling and networking opportunities,” says Sid 
Goodfriend, founder and chairman. “With our mission at the forefront of our efforts, ACP continues to 
grow and serve an increasing number of returning vets.”

In Jacksonville, veteran Michael Craig is working with a mentor from Johnson & Johnson, who 
is located in Pennsylvania. Together, they are working on Michael’s small business, The Silly Faces 
Project, a current project to create children’s books using his drawings. 

“My mentor is helping me by critiquing the products I have developed, the books, art, and silly 
faces trading cards,” says Craig, whose website is www.nobodiesartwork.com. He is more than 
half way through the mentorship, focusing on entrepreneurship. “I’m very appreciative that there are 
people who give their time to mentor others. ACP is great, and they take care of any concern or is-
sues that come up. They give me guidance and are interested in seeing the mentor and mentee work 
together to succeed.”

Veteran Dan Bearl started last September, and is working with a local CitiBank mentor in Jack-
sonville. Bearl went back to school at UNF, and is beginning a career in the IT industry, the same 
industry as his mentor. This experience is giving Dan firsthand knowledge and specific information 
about developing a career path in the IT industry.

“When I went back to UNF, I obtained Veterans’ Assistance, so, I was on the mailing list and re-
ceived information about American Corporate Partners,” says Bearl. “I was in the U.S. Army and de-
ployed to Iraq three times. The transition can be very difficult. My mentor and I meet one-on-one and 
once a month in Jacksonville. Plus, we are both in Jacksonville. He helps me recognize the pitfalls.”

Bearl knows firsthand that APC offers a good opportunity to work with someone in the field he 
wants to go into, which is software development and information security. It has been great that his 
mentor is in the same city, too.

“Once a veteran applies on ACP’s website, he or she is matched with a mentor who most close-
ly fits the specific need. Then, the mentorship begins via phone, email or videoconference,” says Erin 
Fleming of ACP. There is much camaraderie between the matched pairs during the year, and many 
develop into lifelong friendships.

The impact is remarkable, as more than 94% of the participating veterans would recommend 
ACP to a friend, and 99.3% of mentors are proud their company supports ACP. This program also has 
surveyed to find that 95% of mentors would participate again. This is a proven model to develop the 
skills and business acumen veterans need to enter the civilian workforce and be successful.

Jacksonville is one of 900 cities and towns across the United States that are participating. 
Companies such as American Airlines, AT&T, Bloomberg, Boeing, GE, Goldman Sachs, HCA, Wells 
Fargo, UPS and many other large companies are working with ACP to help bridge the gap between the 
military and business world.

ACP is not a formal job-placement program; rather it is a tool for networking and long-term 
career development. As veterans begin to translate military skills into civilian terms, the focus also 
enhances the veterans’ interpersonal communication skills.

For more information, visit www.acp-usa.org. To read more go to eujacksonville.com.

National 
Wreaths Across 
America Day

BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

Military Veterans 
Matched with Mentors
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Thru December 5 St. Johns County Festival 
of Trees Entries in the Festival are decorated 
and donated by organizations and businesses 
throughout the local community. With free daily 
admission, visitors can donate in two ways: by 
voting with their money on the entries and buying 
the entries through the silent auction. Online vot-
ing and donations will also be accepted at World-
GolfHallofFame.org. World Golf Hall of Fame, 
www.worldgolfhalloffame.org

Thru December 22 WHITE CHRISTMAS This 
show features the beloved music and lyrics of 
Irving Berlin and is based on the book by David 
Ives and Paul Blake. Two WWII veterans have a 
successful song and dance routine and follow a 
duo of beautiful sisters to their Christmas show in 
Vermont to a lodge that is owned by the veterans’ 
former Army commander. Orange Park Commu-
nity Theatre, 276-2599, www.opct.org

Thru December 22 A December to Remember 
Community First Credit Union and the St. Johns 
County Cultural Events Division have teamed up 
to present a series of family-friendly winter and 
holiday events. The series features free and tick-
eted events for the community including movie 
screenings, concerts, live performances, food 
drives and more at the St. Augustine Amphitheatre 
and the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall. Notable events 
include Big Bad Voodoo Daddy’s Wild and Swingin’ 

Holiday Party on December 1, A Charlie Brown 
Christmas with David Benoit on December 9 and 
10, and the St. Augustine Firefighters Chili Cook-off 
on Saturday, December 14. These events are free 
and will be at the St. Augustine Amphitheatre. The 
Amphitheatre will be open to the public and fully 
decorated all month long with lights, festive décor, 
a holiday tree and will offer train rides and visits 
with Santa during each A December to Remember 
event. For the full event lineup visit www.adecem-
bertoremember.com.

Thru January 1 Synchronized Nightly Tree Light 
Shows and Holiday on the River Concert Series 
The Landing’s 56-foot-tree comes alive each 
evening performing a 10-minute synchronized 
light show with more than 78,000 twinkling lights 
and all new light synchronization and music for 
the 2013 season. The light shows take place 
every hour, on the hour, Sunday through Thursday 
6-9 pm and Friday and Saturday 6 pm-midnight. 
Thru December 22, enjoy daily and evening live 
performances by local schools, churches and 
dance groups. Performances take place in front of 
the 56-foot Christmas tree in the Courtyard. The 
Jacksonville Landing, 353-1188, www.Jackson-
villeLanding.com

Thru January 5 Jax Illuminations Drive through 
nearly a mile of holiday lights that are perfectly in 
sync to holiday music. Come see over 400,000 

brilliant LED lights that dance, twinkle and sparkle 
to some of your favorite holiday songs, which you 
can hear by tuning your car radio to a special sta-
tion. Enjoy synchronized lights and giant displays 
of presents and candy canes. Located two miles 
from Saint John’s Town center, it will be open 
every night including Thanksgiving Day, Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day, New Years Eve and New Years 
Day, 6-10 pm. Rates: Monday-Thursday; Cars, 
Family Vans and Limos (7 Passenger Maximum) 
$20, Activity Van $40. Friday, Saturday & Sun-
day; Cars, Family Vans and Limos (7 Passenger 
Maximum) $25, Activity Van $45. Morocco Shrine 
Center, 3800 St Johns Bluff Rd S, 316-5673, jaxil-
luminations.com
 
Thru January 12 WinterFEST at Adventure Land-
ing Adventure Landing hosts this family-friendly 
event with outdoor ice skating rink and skate 
rental, nightly snowfalls, the alpine racer 130-foot 
long ice slide, light display, and s’more roasting. 
Crystal Creek Lodge will offer fine coffees, hot 
chocolate, cider, and more treats. Blizzard Bluff 
Village features Santa’s workshop, cookie deco-
rating, and games. Santa will also be there during 
select times. Adventure Landing, 1944 Beach 
Blvd, Jacksonville Beach. www.jaxwinterfest.com

Thru January 31 Nights of Lights A two-month 
long celebration of the holiday season. Millions of 
white lights create a magical holiday atmosphere 
in the Nation’s oldest city. St. Augustine, www.
NightsofLights.com

December 3 Michael W. Smith One of today’s 
acclaimed Christian artists, Smith performs a col-
lection of Christmas favorites with the Jackson-
ville Symphony Orchestra. Jacoby Symphony Hall 
at the Times-Union Center for the Arts. 354-5479, 
www.jaxsymphony.org

December 3 - 24 CHRISTMAS CAROLE Scrooge 
pays his clerk Bob Cratchit only fifteen shillings a 
week, is rude to his nephew and refuses to take 
part in the Christmas spirit. Soon, the Ghosts 
of his former business partner (Jacob Marley), 
Christmas Past, Present and Future all pay visits 
to Scrooge. They teach him to value Christmas 
and to be a better person overall. This is the 21st 
time the Christmas classic has been performed at 
the nation’s longest running professional dinner 
theater. Be sure to get your tickets early as they 
usually sell out for this show. Alhambra Dinner 
Theatre, 641-1212, www.alhambrajax.com

December 4 - 21 Gingerbread House Extrava-
ganza You will see everything from traditional 
gingerbread houses to fantasy creations and 
historic buildings fashioned from gingerbread and 
confection. 11 am to 5 pm daily, except Sundays. 
Open at 10 am Saturdays. Free parking behind the 
building along Duval St. Old St. Andrew’s, 317 A. 
Philip Randolph Blvd. (across from the Veterans 
Memorial Arena), 665-0064, www.jaxhistory.com

December 5 - January 4 A December To Re-
member in Daytona Beach The historic Daytona 
Beach Oceanfront Bandshell will be the center-
piece for this event, with activities also being 
held at the Ocean Center, Ocean Walk Shoppes 
and Daytona Beach Boardwalk. These areas will 
be transformed into a winter wonderland. Rac-
ing returns to the beach on an interactive sand 
sculpture replica of the historic Daytona Road 
and Beach Course with remote control cars. Sand 
sculptures, real snow, train rides, petting zoo and 
light shows will occur daily. There will also be 
music, arts and craft vendors, food, unique gift 
items, ornaments, fireworks, inflatables, pony 
rides, a cookie decorating stand, baked goods, 
displays, beverages, etc. Free Admission. Day-

Holiday
events

Beaches Winter Light Festival at Jacksonville Beach
      
 Jacksonville Beach begins what organizers hope will become a new tradition. The Beaches 
Winter Lights Festival will light up the area around Latham Plaza on a nightly basis beginning with 
an opening ceremony Dec. 1 and lasting thru Jan. 2. The festival has three aspects: Third Street 
light pole decorations, a LED light display at City Hall and Deck the Chairs at Latham Plaza.
     Deck the Chairs will feature 20 of the iconic red Lifeguard chairs as a base for decorating. 
Artists will be challenged to conceive and build beach-themed light sculptures that support local 
business and organizations. All proceeds go toward The Jacksonville Beach Life Saving Corps. 
20 chairs will be strategically positioned throughout Latham Plaza and creative teams will be 
vying for prizes. Spectators can expect chairs transformed into a large, three-dimensional sand 
castle and a lighthouse, as well as a huge four-leaf clover from Lynch’s Irish Pub and a bubble-
themed chair from Beaches Car Wash. Additionally, Pablo Towers residents will put together a 
Little Drummer Boy motif, and another chair will be themed in honor of the St. Johns Ferry.
     Light poles along Third Street from Beach Boulevard to Fourth Avenue North will be deco-
rated thanks to the sponsorship of Jacksonville Beach business and organization sponsors.
     A pool of artists, builders and designers has put together plans for the chairs and light poles 
to create a walking-oriented art exhibit. Because of the expected foot traffic increases, all-night 
security will patrol the decorated areas.
     Make this a new tradition for your family. Be sure to make a trip to Latham Plaza at Jack-
sonville Beach to check out the new Beaches Winter Light Festival. You can get more information 
about participating in the decorating at www.facebook.com/deckthechairs.

World Golf Village of Festival of Trees
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tona Beach Oceanfront Bandshell, Ocean Center, 
Ocean Walk Shoppes and Daytona Beach Board-
walk. www.codb.us

December 5 HANDEL’S MESSIAH Community 
First Credit Union’s A December to Remember 
Presents Handel’s Messiah performed by the UNF 
Chamber Singers and Chamber Orchestra. Show 
begins at 7 pm and will last until approximately 9 
pm. Tickets are $15 advance and $20 at the door. 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 1050 A1A North, 471-
1965, www.pvconcerthall.com

December 6 Holiday at St. James Don’t miss 
this free event for the entire family. There will be 
entertainment, refreshments, holiday photo booth, 
cookie decorating, holiday crafts and the annual 
tree lighting at the St. James. Tour the Mayor’s of-
fice and meet Mayor Brown. 4-7:30 pm. City Hall, 
117 W. Duval Street, www.jaxhappenings.com

December 6 - 7 Historic Springfield Holiday 
Home Tour Take advantage of this special time 
of year to see these beautiful historic homes 

when they are decorated for the season. 5-9 pm 
both nights. $10 advance, $12 at the door. Tour 
begins at Springfield Improvement Association 
and Archive Building, 210 West 7th St., www.
springfieldtour.org

December 6 - 7 An Evening with Gene Nordan 
and Friends A gala celebration of art and romance, 
featuring the Beaches’ favorite music man at the 
piano singing popular favorites. Hors d’oeuvres, 
cocktails and silent auction at 7:30 pm. A silent 
auction of carefully selected luxuries will be avail-
able for gift-giving or personal enjoyment. The 
evening’s events are a special fund raiser for Play-
ers by the Sea. 8 pm. $35 in advance. Players by 
the Sea, 249-0289, www.playersbythesea.org

December 6 - 7 Holiday Benefit A Classic The-
atre will hold a holiday fundraiser boasting an 
evening of one-act plays based on Charles Dick-
ens’ A Christmas Carol and Truman Capote’s A 
Christmas Memory. The first part of the evening 
features Jason Woods in a one-act version of 
his powerful adaptation of the Dickens’ clas-

sic. The second act of the evening showcases 
the talents of Ashley Carter in a heart-warming 
tribute to Capote’s beloved Aunt Sook. 7:30 pm. 
$25, cash or check only. The Pioneer Barn at Fort 
Menendez, 259 San Marco Avenue, St. Augustine. 
(904)-829-5807, www.aclassictheatre.org

December 6 - 8 First Coast Nutcracker The Jack-
sonville Symphony Orchestra performs one of the 
city’s most magical holiday traditions. Michael But-
terman conducts. Choreography by Rhonda Stam-
palia. Moran Theater at the Times-Union Center for 
the Arts. 354-5479, www.jaxsymphony.org

December 7 Santa Express Train Ride St. Marys 
Railroad presents an experience not soon forgot-
ten. St. Marys Railroad, 912-200-5235, www.
stmarysrailroad.com 

December 7 Beaches Town Center Holiday 
Celebration This free holiday event will be held 
where Atlantic Beach and Neptune Beach meet 
the beach. Starting at 3 pm with a bike parade, 
there will be musical and dance performances, 
face painting and craft tables for all ages. Jump 
on the hayride or join in the activities set up 
throughout Beaches Town Center. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will arrive by sleigh at 6 pm. Prizes will be 
awarded for bikes and scooters decorated in a 
holiday theme. Beaches Town Center, 247-5828, 
BeachesTownCenter.com

December 7 Holiday Magic and Festival of 
Lights 5K in San Marco Bring the family out for 
this annual holiday celebration 5-9 pm. There 
will be a 5K run thru the luminary lit neighbor-
hood and One Mile Jingle Jog. Holiday Magic will 
feature horse drawn hay rides, bounce games, 
stilt walkers, train and photo with Santa for the 
kids. Adults enjoy food and drink, bell ringers, and 
carolers. Proceeds benefit Children’s Miracle Net-
work. San Marco Square, www.1stplacesports.
com/fol.html 

December 7 Christmas in Avondale The Avon-
dale Merchants Association is welcoming all 
neighbors to come out for carriage rides, carol-
ers, pictures with Santa, balloon artists, food and 
drinks and lots of fun. 4-9 pm. The shops will 
stay open late for holiday shopping. The Shoppes 
of Avondale, www.shoppesofavondale.com

December 8 - 13 A CHRISTMAS CAROL Adapted 
and staged by Jason Woods, this is a one-person 
show in which actor/composer/director Jason 

Woods portrays 25 characters from Dickens’ 
beloved holiday classic. Woods also composed 
the original orchestral score that surrounds the 
production in Christmas melody, haunting sounds 
and merry bells. Dec. 8 at 3 pm, Dec. 12 and 
Dec. 13 at 7 pm. Tickets are $15, Christ Episcopal 
Church, Ponte Vedra Beach, www.christmascarol.
ticketleap.com

December 9 Jacksonville Symphony Youth 
Orchestra Holiday Concert Bring the holidays 
to life with a free concert featuring a Christmas 
showcase. Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-
Union Center for the Arts. 354-5479, www.
jaxsymphony.org

December 12 - 15 JSO Holiday Pops The Jack-
sonville Symphony Orchestra will perform holiday 
favorites with guest vocalist and pianist Tony 
DeSare. Under the direction of conductor Michael 
Butterman, the holiday event is a great way to 
celebrate the season. Jacoby Symphony Hall at 
the Times-Union Center for the Arts. 354-5479, 
www.jaxsymphony.org

December 13 Sounds of the Season The Chancel 
Choir from Christ Episcopal Church, Ponte Vedra, 
will join the St Augustine Orchestra to perform 
selections from Messiah and The Nutcracker. 
Carols, Christmas spirituals, and holiday music 
from operettas, musicals and movies will also be 
performed. 8 pm. An encore performance will be 
held December 15 at 3 pm at Christ Episcopal 
Church, Ponte Vedra Beach. $15. The Lightner 
Museum, St Augustine, (949) 637-6115

December 13 - 14 The 22nd Annual Community 
Nutcracker More than 200 children from North-
east Florida audition and perform in the produc-
tion. In addition, The Community Nutcracker 
issues 2,000 free tickets to various Jacksonville 
agencies and organizations to attend a Commu-
nity Service Night performance. Residents and 
clients from area nursing homes and nonprofit 
agencies are also able to attend the ballet. Florida 
Theatre, 355-2787, www.floridatheatre.com

December 13 - 31 2nd Annual ZOOLights Thou-
sands of LED lights will transform the Jacksonville 
Zoo and Gardens into a luminous winter wonder-
land filled with moving sculptures, forests of lighted 
trees and animal silhouettes. Guests can enjoy a 
unique view of ZOOLights by boarding the Zoo’s 
lighted train. Guests can also enjoy carousel rides, 
the 4-D Theater Ride featuring the Polar Express, 

ST. MARYS, GEORGIA
 The St. Marys Christmas Tour of Homes is a festive tradition that helps kick off the holiday 
season in the small riverfront town of historic St. Marys, Georgia. The tour will be held Sat-
urday, December 14th from 5:30-9 pm. and will feature 14 festive locations. You’ll find seven 
“new to the tour” decorated private homes, five churches, the Spencer House Inn and Orange 
Hall. The sparkle of the adorned trees and winter wonderland décor will have you savoring the 
season. 
 Each uniquely ornamented location will warm your heart to the holidays and have your 
mind swimming with ideas to deck out your own home or business. You’ll experience the 
charm of an authentic southern town that is all alight for the holidays. Entertainment will be 
available throughout the event from church choirs and vocal groups who will be caroling at 
various venues along the tour route. Attendees should plan on walking or driving from point 
to point, but all stops are conveniently located within the downtown district. There are many 
shops located in the historic district with offerings from vintage finds to purses and books to 
candles. 
 Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 the day of the event, and cash and checks are ac-
cepted. Tickets can be purchased at the St. Marys Welcome Center or the Kingsland Welcome 
Center. For information contact the St. Marys Welcome Center at 912-882-4000 or info@
stmaryswelcome.com.

WHITE SPRINGS fESTIvAl Of lIGHTS
 Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park will host the annual Festival of Lights, dis-
playing more than five million lights throughout the park, December 6, 2013 through January 3, 
2014. 
 The park will be open each evening until 9 pm, except Christmas Night, December 25, 
they will be closed. On Christmas Eve, December 24, they will be a drive-through only.
 Named a Top 20 Event in the southeastern United States, visitors can enjoy award-win-
ning holiday sights and sounds throughout the park. Unique holiday light displays include 
majestic oak trees decorated with thousands of lights, an antebellum Museum dressed in full 
holiday splendor, a gingerbread village, a candy cane forest, Santa’s runway and much more. 
The park’s centerpiece is the 200 foot tall Carillon Tower, which illuminates the night sky as 
holiday music rings from its bells.
 Cousin Thelma Boltin’s Gift Shop will be open everyday from noon until 9 pm. Compli-
mentary hot cocoa and popcorn are served nightly as the Craft Square comes alive with craft 
demonstrations, a bonfire, marshmallow roasting and holiday singing for everyone. 
 Visitors can experience a “flurry” of fun in our winter wonderland which includes 
Santa. Weather reports predict a chance of snow flurries every evening on the hour and giant 
snow families have been spotted in the area!  
 The entrance fee for this event is $3 per person. The Festival of Lights is sponsored by the 
Stephen Foster Citizens Support Organization and made possible by the generous support of 
numerous local individuals and businesses.

Out of town

First Coast Nutcracker
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SPACIOUS SEATING
Bch.Blvd @ LP 295
904-646-HAPPY
jacksonvillecomedy.com

We Do 
Funny
Holiday
Parties

marshmallow roasting, warm weather “ice” skating 
and more! Monday-Thursday: 6:30-9:30 pm and 
Friday-Sunday: 6:30-10 pm. $10/Non-Members; 
$8/Members. Not included in ticket price are train, 
carousel, Stingray Bay, 4-D theater, ice skating, 
glow sticks, 3-D glasses. Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens, www.jacksonvillezoo.org

December 13 - January 5 THE GAME’S AFOOT 
(HOLMES FOR THE HOLIDAYS) It is December 
1936, and Broadway star William Gillette, admired 
for his leading role in the play Sherlock Holmes, 
has invited his fellow cast-members to his Con-
necticut castle for a weekend of revelry. But when 
one of the guests is stabbed to death, the festivi-
ties quickly turn dangerous. The mystery and 
hilarity are non-stop in this glittering whodunit by 
Ken Ludwig, set during the Christmas holidays. 
Limelight Theatre., St. Augustine, 904-825-1164, 
www.limelight-theatre.org

December 14 Children’s Christmas Party of 
Jacksonville Jacksonville’s children, 12 years 
of age and younger, who otherwise might not 
receive toys for Christmas, will be treated to a 
fun day in celebration of the holiday. As many as 
8,000 children along with their parents stand in 
line to receive toys and a chance to win a bike. 
Once the doors open, the children enter a beauti-
fully decorated party and are greeted by Santa 
and Mrs. Claus. Each child chooses several toys. 
Free parking and public transportation nearby. 
Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center, www.
makeascenedowntown.com/Events

December 14 HoliDazzle at RAM North Florida’s 
favorite outdoor shopping experience is having a 
special holiday celebration for the entire family. 
Not only will there be 150 artists and artisans with 
unique local holiday gift ideas, you can enjoy clas-
sic holiday movies on the River stage from 6-9 pm, 
winter brews and holiday cocktails, festive lights 
and decor, extensive dining options and live enter-
tainment all day. This is the perfect opportunity to 
support your local economy, buy local and shop 
small! RAM’s hours will be extended; 10 am-9 pm. 
Riverside Arts, www.riversideartsmarket.com

December 14 Saturday with Santa at MOSH 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be at MOSH and you 
can tell them what’s on your Christmas list. Bring 

your camera to snap lots of photos. Saturday 
with Santa will include Science with Santa in the 
JEA Science Theater at 1:30 and 3:30 pm, The 
Alien Who Stole Christmas in the Bryan-Gooding 
Planetarium at 1 pm ($5 per person in addition to 
Museum admission), and holiday crafts. Activities 
are from 10 am - 4 pm. Santa will be at MOSH 
from noon to 4 pm. Museum of Science & His-
tory, www.themosh.org

December 14 19th Annual Tuba Christmas More 
than 100 tubas join together to play some of your 
favorite holiday classics. 2-4 pm. The Jackson-
ville Landing, www.jacksonvillelanding.com

December 14 Clay County Christmas Festive per-
formances by The Clay County Community Band, 
Diane Combs directing the Orange Park United 
Methodist Church Inspirations and THCA Execu-
tive Director Tony Walsh, alongside Clay County 
students who will perform selected scenes and 
songs from A Christmas Carol. Walsh will bring 
the holiday show to an end when he directs the 
stunning, theatrical rendering of the Christmas 
Nativity. Thrasher-Horne Center for the Arts, 276-
6815, www.thcenter.org

December 14 Christmas at The Ritz Concert This 
annual concert celebration is sure to become a 
family tradition! Join the renowned Ritz Sound 
& Vocal Performers and some of Jacksonville’s 
most talented and celebrated musical artists in 
a Christmas Celebration that will leave you lifted 
and in the Christmas spirit! Proceeds benefit the 
Ritz Sound & Vocal Performers Youth Choir.  7:30 
pm. $25 Ritz Theatre and LaVilla Museum, 632-
5555, www.ritzjacksonville.com 

December 14 The Cool Side of Yuletide A holiday 
concert with the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus. 

Tickets $18. 3 pm. Hendricks Avenue Baptist 
Church, www.jaxchildrenschorus.org

December 14 Palm Valley Light & Boat Pa-
rade This annual tradition takes place on the 
Intercoastal Waterway (ICW) in Palm Valley (in 
Ponte Vedra Beach) at 6 pm. Power and sailboats 
adorned with holiday lighting and festive cheer 
will assemble south of the Palm Valley Bridge (SR 
210 Bridge) and head north along the “Ditch” on 
the ICW. View the boat parade from both sides 
of the ICW under the Palm Valley Bridge, Barbara 
Jean’s Restaurant, Palm Valley Fish Camp, and 
Lulu’s Waterfront Grill, the west end of Canal 
Street. Intercoastal Waterway (ICW) in Palm Val-
ley (in Ponte Vedra Beach) http://www.palmval-
leylightparade.com

December 14 - 15 Bed and Breakfast Holiday 
Tour “Christmas Around the World” St. Augus-
tine Historic Inns presents the two-day tour at 24 
inns throughout the historic Oldest City. Twelve 
inns on each day of the tour create entertaining 
decorations and scenes based on the culture, 
history or holiday traditions of colorful places 
from Spain to Germany to Ireland - and perhaps 
some imaginative places. Each inn is paired with 
a distinguished St. Augustine restaurant or other 
culinary partner offering savory nibbles, sweet 
treats and other refreshments. The self-guided 
tour is easily navigated on foot, but a special tour 
shuttle is also available. 1-5 pm each day. $25 
ticket covers both days. Your ticket includes a 
tour booklet with a map of each day’s Inns on 
tour. Historic Downtown St. Augustine, www.
staugustinebandbtour.com

 Riverside Avondale Luminaria
 Luminaria is one of Riverside Avondale’s biggest fundraisers and is a wonderful commu-
nity-building event that celebrates the season. The lighting of the lanterns has become a tradi-
tion in the historic neighborhood. Be sure to support RAP by purchasing your Luminaria Kits 
from them, available only at Buckland House, 2623 Herschel Street. Every sale of a luminaria 
kit helps the RAP organization continue its mission of preserving community and quality of life. 
 After residents and volunteers set-up luminaria kits around the neighborhood, Riverside 
Park United Methodist Church will host “Christmas in the Park” from 3 - 5 pm in Riverside Park. 
This event will include children’s activities and Child ID services, a Christmas concert, hot 
chocolate with cookies and hayrides! This is a free event, held on December 15th.
 At dusk, Riverside Avondale will be illuminated as home owners, business owners and 
volunteers light the luminaries throughout the neighborhood. 
 A Luminaria Bike Ride starts at 6 pm from the Park & King area - starting in the business 
district showcasing local shops and restaurants. The ride is a great way to see the lights and is 
very popular. It has grown every year to around 600 riders last year! For more information, call 
City Cycle at 356-2453. 
 You can also enjoy the view on a horse and buggy ride, from Horse & Buggy Daze. 
 If you have never witnessed this event, be sure to check it out. Be prepared to walk the 
neighborhood or drive slowly thru a lot of traffic, but that’s part of the fun! 
 For more information, to find out about purchasing luminaria kits, or to volunteer call 389-
2449 or visit www.riversideavondale.org



12 DECEMBER 2013  |  eu jacksonville monthly 

ARRIvE IN STYlE
Uber is Chic – and it’s in Jacksonville!

BY JOANELLE MULRAIN
 

What do many communities in the Americas, Europe, Middle East, Africa, Asia and the 
Pacific have in common with Jacksonville? Uber! If you’ve done any traveling to big cities around 
the world, the transportation buzz is to tap the app and order UBER – and you can now order up 
a private car via your Smartphone right here in Jacksonville!

Uber is a technology company that allows you to order personal transportation to your 
destination that provides an enjoyable, stylish, efficient and reliable car experience. In November, 
Jacksonville became the first city in Florida to launch the global Uber system.

“Uber is thrilled that the city of Jacksonville is the first in Florida with access to innovative, 
reliable, efficient and stylish transportation options at the touch of a button. This city is doing big 
things and has a big future ahead, and we are excited to be a part of it, ensuring that Jackson-
ville’s growth is matched by its transportation options,” states Nairi Hourdajian, global director of 
Public Policy and Communications for Uber Technologies, Inc.

Here’s how it works. Join the Uber transportation family via your Smartphone’s App Store or 
the Google Play Store, register your credit card, and then download the app. Next, just tap the app, 
order your preference (Taxi, Uberx, Black Car or SUV) and the GPS will let the Uber driver know 
exactly where you are. Your car and driver will come directly to you. You can order up your car via 
mobile app, text message or on the web. You will automatically receive a receipt via email, too.

Who needs this new service? Lots of people are accessing this convenient transportation 
for a variety of reasons: children of older adults can send an Uber private car to conveniently 
pick up grandma and grandpa for dinner, then the kids can call Uber again to take their guests 
back to their home or retirement community; young adults who have had too much fun at a party 
and do not want to drink and drive call Uber because it is their safety net; a group (4 people can 
share the costs and be charged at the same time) who wants to go to and be brought home from 
a football game; or a couple wanting a “date night” out on the town call for Uber to pick up and 
deliver them to the front door of their favorite restaurant – then they call Uber to bring them back 
home after a great night out.

The Uber Team has settled into their Jacksonville office, and their trademark “black” luxury 
cars have been booked by corporate leaders, retired couples, even Fred Taylor of the Jackson-
ville Jaguars. “So excited for @uber_jax. The best rides, whenever and wherever, and free all 
weekend! Go Gators! #JaxLovesUber and @FredTaylorMade does 2,” tweets Fred Taylor of the 
Jacksonville Jaguars.

So, when you’re trying to figure out how you can get somewhere without the hassle or 
challenge of parking, or have someone picked up for a special occasion, Jacksonville now has 
Uber as part of its spectrum of transportation, which provides a sophisticated alternative to meet 
our community’s needs. For information, go to www.uber.com.

December 30-31 St. Augustine Beach Blast Two 
days of family friendly fun. There will be a Chili 
Cook-Off, kids’ activities, fire and ice sculpting, 
dancing, beer, wine, food, live music and fireworks 
display at 8:30 on New Year’s eve. St. Augustine 
Beach Pier Park, www.beachblastoff.com 

December 31 Noon Year’s Eve Ring in 2014 at 
this kid-friendly New Year’s celebration with an 
apple juice toast at noon, live entertainment on 
stage, interactive fun throughout the Zoo, give-
aways and more. Free with regular zoo admis-
sion. 10 am-1 pm. Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, 
www.jacksonvillezoo.org/ 

December 31 Toast! To The New Year Toast! To 
The New Year with the Jacksonville Symphony 
Orchestra. Ring in 2014 with the JSO and guest 
tenor Mike Eldred overlooking the St. Johns River. 
Stuart Chafetz, conductor. Jacoby Symphony Hall 
at the Times-Union Center for the Arts, 354-5479, 
www.jaxsymphony.org

December 31 Pop! 333NYE This year’s fete will 
once again prove to be the thing to do on New 
Year’s Eve. Revel the night away on the dance 
floor, try your luck gambling, enjoy festive drinks 
and eats, and experience the best ball drop count-
down in the city. Hors d’oeuvres, open bar, and 
entertainment are complimentary with admission. 
Black tie optional. This year they will be chan-
neling Pop Art and ’60s Glamour. 10 pm-2 am. 
MOCA, 333 North Laura Street, 366-6911, www.
mocajacksonville.org

December 31 Denim and Diamonds New Years 
Celebration at the Alhambra Three years ago 
this rockin’ tradition was started at the Alhambra. 

December 14 - 15 A Celtic Christmas Uilleann 
pipes and a penny whistle, played by Robbie 
Zukauskas, will join the Concert Artists of Jack-
sonville in providing the accompaniment to the 
December concer t of the St. Augustine Com-
munity Chorus. The chorus will offer beautiful 
lullabies and rhythmic folk tunes from English, 
Welsh, Irish and Scottish origin at the historic 
Cathedral Basilica in St. Augustine. $20 in 
advance, $25 at the door, $5 for Children 12 
and under and for Students (with ID). Cathedral 
Basilica in St. Augustine, www.staugustine-
communitychorus.org

December 17 - 18 JSO Holiday Pops in St. 
Augustine Join the Jacksonville Symphony 
Orchestra and EMMA Concert Series in one of 
St. Augustine’s most beloved holiday traditions. 
Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College, 354-5479, 
www.jaxsymphony.org

December 17 Michael McDonald - This Christ-
mas, An Evening of Holiday & Hits Two notes. 
That’s all it takes to recognize the voice of Mi-
chael McDonald. Distinctive and soulful, it is one 
of the most emotive instruments of our times. You 
know him from ’70s-era Doobie Brothers clas-
sics such as ‘What A Fool Believes’ and solo hits 
like ‘I Keep Forgettin.’ Join Michael for a holiday 
show sure to get you in the Christmas spirit. 8 
pm. $60/$45. Florida Theatre, 355-2787, www.
floridatheatre.com

December 18 Peter White Christmas Featur-
ing Rick Braun & Mindi Abair White leads an 
all star lineup with Braun and Abair, performing 
dazzling arrangements of holiday favorites. As a 
stellar performer, White has kept smooth jazz fans 
worldwide enthralled by his spirited melodies, 
soulful grooves and inviting, instantly recogniz-
able acoustic guitar tone. Florida Theatre, 355-
2787, www.floridatheatre.com

December 20 A CHRISTMAS CAROL By telling 
this fable illustrating the unfairness of the Indus-
trial Revolution and the necessity for brother-
hood and unselfishness, Charles Dickens gave 
the world one of its most enduring Christmas 
stories. This Victorian version of Christmas 
magic is presented with a full array of traditional 
Christmas carols interwoven with the well-
known story. Times-Union Center, 442-2929, 
www.ar tistseriesjax.org

Dec 20 - 21 THE SANTALAND DIARIES For the 
10th fabulous year, the one act play by David 
Sedaris, adapted for the stage by Joe Montello, 
will feature Ian Mairs. Riverside House, 2165 Park 
St. www.swampradiojax.com 

December 21 HANDEL’S MESSIAH One of the 
most famous oratorios ever written, performed 
by the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra. Jacoby 
Symphony Hall at the Times-Union Center for the 
Arts, 354-5479, www.jaxsymphony.org

Start the evening with a complimentary pre-show 
party with champagne and hors d’oeuvres, then 
dinner featuring a special New Year’s Eve dinner 
menu created by Chef DeJuan. After dinner, enjoy 
Pump Boys & Dinettes. After the show, there will 
be dancing to a live band, a balloon drop at mid-
night with complimentary champagne, and then 
our now-famous After Midnight Breakfast Buffet. 
So dress in your best denim, adorn yourself with 
your favorite diamonds, bring your appetite and 
celebrate the new year with good cooking and 
sing-out-loud country tunes. Last year was close 
to a sell out, so make your reservations today. 
$125 per person. Alhambra Dinner Theatre, 641-
1212, www.alhambrajax.com

CONCERTS
Maybe you enjoy a good concert on New Year’s 
Eve. Here’s what will be going on in the elbow of 
Downtown Jacksonville and Jacksonville Beach. 

Gregg Allman with JJ Grey and Mofro at Florida 
Theatre, 904-355-2787, floridatheatre.com (see 
page 31 for more info)

The Fritz’ Prince Tribute Show: “The Artist For-
merly Known As The Fritz” at 1904 Music Hall, 
904-356-0213, 1904jax.com

The Grasshopper Lies Heavy & Ghost Police at 
Burro Bar, burrobarjax.com

Antique Animals, Universal Green & The Groove Co-
alition Underbelly, 904-353-6067, jaxunderbelly.com
 
Grandpa’s Cough Medicine & The Corbitt Brothers 
at Freebird Live, 904-246-BIRD, freebirdlive.com.

NEW YEARS 
ceLEBRATION

December 31 Big Ten Pep Rally at 2 pm. SEC 
Pep Rally at 5 pm. The bands and cheerleaders 
will perform all of your favorite songs and cheers 
as fans enjoy the various food and beverage op-
tions available at The Landing. FREE. Jacksonville 
Landing.
 
December 31 Gator Bowl Parade The TaxSlayer.
com Gator Bowl Parade is presented by Republic 
Services. The parade will also be live on WJXT 
Channel 4 or on www.news4jax.com. To apply 
for the 2013 TaxSlayer.com Gator Bowl Parade, 
call 425-1729. Parade begins at 3 pm at the Ship-
yards on Bay St. in Downtown Jacksonville.
 
January 1 Budweiser Tailgate Party Complete 
with interactive games, a variety of food ven-

dors, live enter tainment including bands and 
cheerleaders from both universities. Cost: $10 
or the “PATCH.” “PATCH” or Gator Bowl Mem-
bership Card is required for entry. 9 am – 12 
pm. EverBank Field. Touchdown Party Located 
inside the Budweiser Tailgate Par ty. Guests will 
have access to all-you-can-eat Bono’s Bar-B-Q 
and all you can drink Coke, Budweiser, Screw-
drivers, and Bloody Mary’s. As a guest at the 
Times-Union Touchdown Par ty you also have 
full access to the fun filled Budweiser Tailgate 
par ty. 9 am – 12 pm. Cost: $50. EverBank 
Field.
 
January 1 Gator Bowl Classic SEC vs Big Ten. 
(Teams not yet determined at press time.) Game 
begins at 12 pm. EverBank Field.

gator bowl 
events
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Jewel Tones
The saturated colors reminiscent of gemstones are always a bold, eye-catching color choice. 
Why not don an emerald green (which happens to also be Pantone’s color of the year) frock for 
a night out? Silks in rich amethyst purple, ruby red or sapphire blue will leave you feeling lavish 
and pair perfectly with a dash of holiday spirit. 

Bling in The new Year
So much sparkle and so little time. We can’t get enough of big cocktail rings and statement 
necklaces. Plus, search for a cute clutch with some shimmer. There are loads of metallic bags 
out right now; it’s just a matter of finding the one that fits your taste and budget! 

Va-Va-VinTage
Mixing vintage items into your wardrobe is a great way to stay unique and show off a style all 
your own. Whether it’s a vintage jacket, purse or necklace, pick pieces to spice up your en-
semble. 

TighTen Up
Tights are not only functional but super fun, too! Keep your legs warm while making your outfit 
snazzy. Bright colors and prints are perfect to pair with dresses for winter! 

MonochroMaTic
Sometimes more is more. In this case, more of the same color makes a bigger statement. Try it 
out with all neutrals (we went with Khaki and browns on our model) or even shades of grey to 
keep a more sophisticated, demure look. 

eaT, Drink

Dress MerrY&

AREAYL (by herself): Magenta silk dress by Brit Ryan - Crave, $258. Gold purse - vintage. 
Black cocktail ring - vintage. Shoes - models own.

GIL (by himself): Black velvet blazer - vintage. James Jeans - Crave, $175. Scott Weiland 
for English Laundry woven button up - Crave, $75. Shoes - models own. 

AREAYL (together): Organic cotton sapphire blue dress by Amour Vert - Crave, $145. Neon 
yellow fishnets - Target, $5. Pink booties by Betsey Johnson. Necklace - March Forth, $38. 
Silver metallic bag - Crave, $170.

GIL (together): James Jeans - $152. Pierre Cardin woven button up - vintage. Graphic print 
tie - vintage. Leather jacket - vintage. Shoes - models own.

BY EMILY MOODYBetween work, family and friends, there are 
always so many parties to go to but not enough 
outfits in your closet. Add a pop of color here 
and a little sparkle there and you’ll be feeling 
festive and put together in no time! 

whaT are TheY wearing? 

Photography - Amy Ploss-Sampson

Styling and Art Direction - Emily Moody

Hair and Makeup - Brianne Kasica

Models - Gil Sampson and Areayl Cooper
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Community Couriers
  For all you folks with a busy lifestyle, there’s a new, sustainable way to get your groceries 
(and take-out). It’s called Community Couriers, and it serves Downtown, Riverside, Avondale, 
Ortega, Springfield, San Marco and Murray Hill.

Community Couriers is the brainchild of Benjamin Wilson. He’s a longtime resident of Riv-
erside (since 1973) and a graduate of UNF. Before embarking on this endeavor, he worked for 12 
years at a national grocery store chain.

All deliveries are made on bicycle, so far by Wilson himself. Bicycling is something he loves, 
which he discovered while commuting by bike to work every day. “I found that I really enjoyed it, 
and it was the best part of my day,” says Wilson. At his former job as an assistant deli manager, he 
gained an understanding of how shopping during peak hours could be a hazard, to the pocketbook 
in the form of impulse purchases, to your health and to your stress levels.

Wilson believes that using his service can contribute to healthier eating, because you won’t 
make impulse purchases and you have to plan ahead. He says that people tend to figure out 
“what’s a good idea for them, and make better decisions for their diets,” rather than just grabbing 
convenience foods.

Besides contributing to consumer wellness, he’s also striving to contribute to community 
wellness, because he does it all by bike, freeing up parking spaces, minimizing air pollution and 
ultimately “making our neighborhoods safer for other cyclists and pedestrians.” Further, in the inter-
est of sustainability, they can provide reusable tote bags and can return any plastic bags back to 
the store for recycling.

Community Couriers will shop at any retailer or restaurant in their service area, though they 
heavily promote local businesses on their website. The fee is 20% of the grocery total, with a $7.50 
minimum. You can order by calling or texting (904) 327-6810 or emailing at communitycouri-
ersjax@gmail.com. Hours are 8 am-8 pm Monday-Saturday. They also offer no order minimums 
on their restaurant delivery options, charging $2.99 for restaurant deliveries, and they will stop at 
either Riverside Village Wine Shop or W+90 in Avondale to pair a wine with your order at no added 
charge. See their website at www.communitycouriersjax.com for details.

BY ERIN THURSBY

1. Claire sommers BuCk Jewelry
Claire hand-smiths metal into unexpected organic 
shapes, resulting in a variety of styles. Her primi-
tively hip pendants dangle, bright and tooth-like. 
A ring might use the curve of a leaf, or a tribal 
motif you might find on a shield in South America, 
where she traveled. At Violet Boutique in 5 Points. 
You can also see her work on www.clairesom-
mersbuck.com (photos by jeanne ciasullo) - ERIN

2. original Fuzz 
Guitar straps, bags, and cables for musicians. 
Co-Founders Lee McAlilly and Zach Lever 
launched the company in 2012 with the idea 
that guitar players would welcome high-quality, 
responsibly-made gear. Demand for the straps 
exceeded the initial supply, selling all units from 
the first production run before inventory was even 
available. They have been used by artists includ-
ing Built To Spill, and Frightened Rabbit, a group 
recently signed to Atlantic Records. Backed by a 
lifetime guarantee. Visit OriginalFuzz.com for more 
information or call 701-8204. Located Downtown 
at 315 E. Bay Street. - WILL

3. F.l.a. Villein Clothing
George E. Deacon brings us fresh Jacksonville de-
signs. His tees and sweatshirts are locally printed 
at CoRK Arts District and range from $10 -$30. 
Order directly from George via email George_Dea-
con@yahoo.com or 626-8461. - NATHANIEL

4. a diFFerent kitChen
While you may have seen hand-made wooden 
beer crates this season at Anthropolgie, A Differ-
ent Kitchen’s version is not only a better price, 
it includes a bottle opener and is made locally. 
This gift would be perfect paired with one of the 
local cookbooks we mention (to the left) and filled 
with beer. Our good friends at Beer:30 would be 
perfect for helping you pick the right mix of brews 
for your gift receiver’s palette. (Three local gifts 
all in one. GoLo!) http://etsy.com/shop/adifferent-
kitchen. - RACHEL

5. Burro Bags
Evolving with times, Burro Bags has been manu-
facturing handmade messenger bags, backpacks, 
cycling accessories and apparel in Jacksonville 
for six years. Today they offer the first fully adjust-
able holster for transporting the u-shaped bicycle 
theft prevention device of your choice. There are 
other U-lock holsters out there, but none like this. 
It adjusts to any size belt, any size U-lock and can 
be easily removed without taking off your belt. 
We also like their other bicycle accessories like 
pedal straps, underseat bags and the Grundle bag 
that straps on a cross bar for easy access. www.
burrobags.com - WILL

6. etChed in a tree 
Local artist Courtney Hardy sells custom made 
prints perfect for a personalized holiday gift. 
Customize the “Etched in a Tree” with initials for 

you and your special someone. “What’s your 
Number?” is the perfect gift for anyone who 
just moved into a new space and wants to hang 
their address proudly. Free Shipping for all Jax 
residents courtesy of the JAXSHIP promo code! 
www.etsy.com/shop/hardycourtney - SHANNON

7. n.a.i.w.Be
Aka: Natural As I Wanna Be, explains founder 
Sylvia Walker. The product line consists of 
shower gels, lip balm, men’s shaving cream and 
the popular body crème made from lemongrass. 
This cream can be used on your hair, hands 
and feet. All of the products are eco-friendly 
and made with natural ingredients.The licensed 
staff at N.A.I.W.BE also offers services such as 
reflexology, facials, scrubs, manicures, pedicures 
and massage therapy for singles and couples. 
N.A.I.W.BE is located inside the Jacksonville 
Landing near 9 West Show Store Customer Ser-
vice 404-7862 - JEWELL

8. third kind skate lights 
Safety is priceless, but at only $54.98, it’s even 
sweeter when it retails for less than the cost of a 
video game. Third Kind Skate Lights are rugged, 
water-resistant, rechargeable, safe and rad. They 
are mountable to any skateboard and require no 
modifications. Comes with battery, charger and 
your choice of LED strip in red, green, blue and 
pink. The kits are also great for bicycles. Available 
through their website and select shops, including 
SB Skate Co. in Jacksonville Beach and Skate-
board City in the Beach Blvd. Flea Market. Visit 
the website at http://thirdkindbeyond.com - LIZA

9. almost anCient Pots 
Need something special and unique for the gar-
dener on your gift list? Try Almost Ancient Pots. 
Hypertufa pots look old, but they’re not. They’re 
surprisingly lightweight handmade works of art. 
They have “feet” to help prevent moisture damage 
to your patio or deck. Long-lasting and reason-
ably priced, many have unique, colorful tiles 
on the side. These are special order items sold 
through their website at: www.almostancientpots.
com or you can contact Melanie at almostancient-
pots@yahoo.com or call 744-1890. - ALINE

10. i.m. Cookie
Give your friends, family or business associates 
fresh, home baked cookies. The I.M. Cookie is 
named after I.M. Sulzbacher, a man who spear-
headed the effort to build a comprehensive cam-
pus in Jacksonville to help homeless individuals 
find their way home. I.M. Sulzbacher’s generous 
spirit of giving lives on at the Sulzbacher Center. 
Help the Center by purchasing these delicious 
cookies. Each cookie is chock full of white 
chocolate chips and macadamia nuts and baked 
fresh to order for your holiday gift giving. Pick up 
the cookies or have them shipped. Boxes and tins 
available in different sizes, $20-35. Place your 
order at http://www.sulzbachercenter.org/content/
im-cookie. - SHELLEY

Local Gifts
loCal Books For Foodies
 

If you have a food-lover in your life, there are a number of 
local books that would bring a smile to their faces this holiday 
season.

Lost Restaurants of Jacksonville has plenty of local flavor, 
featuring bygone eateries of Jacksonville. You’ll read about the 
Embers, a rotating downtown restaurant which featured the 70s 
flambé craze. Learn about defunct seafood joints, downtown 
department store restaurants and the culture of drive-ins in the 
50s and 60s. While this book isn’t comprehensive, it will inter-
est anyone into local history or food.

Keepsake is by Belinda Hulin, an author based in Atlantic 
Beach who has penned five cookbooks. But The Keepsake 
Cookbook isn’t actually a cookbook, despite the title. Though 
it includes some basic recipes, it’s more of a how-to guide for 
making your own keepsake cookbook. It includes tips on how 
to gather family recipes, pictures and other considerations. The 
author talks about weaving memories and recipes together, as 
well as digital media resources such as scrap-booking pro-
grams. Whether you’re putting together a cookbook for your 
family, a community, a club or a food-loving friend, The Keep-
sake Cookbook will be your best asset. 

The First Coast Heritage Cookbook pulls together the 
major threads of North Florida cuisine from 14,000 BC to 1821. 
Despite the historical bent of this cookbook, it’s more of a 
framework. Recipes are surprisingly modern, well-spiced and 
make allowances for the use of modern appliances. As author 
Jeffrey Spear says “to insist upon open fires, minimally spiced 
or altogether bland recipes and questionable ingredients would 
not provide the level of enjoyment this book is meant to deliver.” 
While he might mention that indigenous Indians had manatee and bear on their menu, the recipes 
included are simply inspired by what they cooked, using easy-to-procure ingredients. You won’t 
have to run out and kill a manatee. 

There’s a lot of buzz surrounding the Intuition Ale Cookbook, a community cookbook put out 
by the local microbrewery, Intuition Ale. With over 80 recipes from top local chefs, home cooks 
and members of their staff, they’ll be in print after December 12 at their launch party or you can 
order from their website. At about 300 pages, the hardcover, color picture book includes craft beer 
basics and beer pairings. Proceeds go to Second Harvest North Florida, a nonprofit that focuses 
on feeding the hungry. 

 BY ERIN THURSBY

staff faVORItEs



eujacksonville.com  | DECEMBER 2013 15

1 2

3 4 5

6

7

8

9 10



16 DECEMBER 2013  |  eu jacksonville monthly 

 If you’ve been to the Cafe at the Cummer in the past, the experience has changed. With an ex-
panded staff, new outdoor seating under a gorgeous giant oak and an updated menu, it’s no longer 
just a place you’d grab a coffee. It’s now much more.
 Though they do still deliver on the coffee front, you have the option of sit-down dining rather 
than counter-ordering. Food is provided by Chef’s Garden. As the kitchen has a small foot-print, they 
prep as much as possible at Chef kitchens, then do the last minute cooking and preparation in the 
Cafe’s kitchen. Chef’s Garden caters Cummer events, hitting the mark whenever they are needed.
 You don’t have to visit the museum to come to the Cafe, so it’s a popular lunch spot for folks 
who work in the area. For those visiting the Riverside Arts Market on Saturdays, it’s close enough to 
walk to for a classy brunch. (On the first Saturday of the month the museum is free, which is another 
benefit).

 The naan bread special changes from day to day. It’s served like a flatbread, then topped with 
whatever the chef is inspired by. For lunch I happened to catch the Thai naan, packed with bold 
sweetness and Thai spice. During Tapas Tuesdays they offer ½ portions of their naan of the day. The 
strawberry brie and honey naan that I shared on Tapas Tuesdays would perfectly accompany a glass 
of white wine.
 In the winter, soup’s just right for lunch, so if you’re in the area, I highly recommend giving their 
tomato soup a try. It has just the right amount of cream and is thickened with potato. This gives it 
extra creaminess and cuts the acidity down just the right amount.
 Their excellently executed salads are made even better by the vegetarian black bean quinoa 
patty, which you can add to any salad for just $4. Those that crave variety and love salads will want 
to go for the Trio, which gives you your choice of three of their most popular: the sweet, yet hearty, 
Napa cabbage slaw, the Southwest chicken salad, orzo salad, baby blue or house salad.
        They even do dessert right, with a rich chocolate molten cake. If you’re a fan of darker choco-
late, you’ll love this decadent dessert. For cool nights out on the deck on Tapas Tuesdays, it would be 
great with a bold red.

 

 Tapas Tuesday has begun gathering a following at the Cafe from 5 pm to 7 pm. It coincides with 
Free Florida Blue Tuesdays which starts from 4 pm until the museum closes at 9 pm. The soft light-
ing, opportunity to taste wines, the tapas menu and live music makes for a different experience than 
daytime at the Cafe. It’s the perfect time to de-stress, wander the museum for an hour, then drink 
some wine, nibble on tapas and enjoy the live entertainment. Enjoy samples of wines before you pick 
the one you’ll be drinking. Tapas Tuedays has a special menu of small, plated items to go with what-
ever beer or wine you happen to be drinking. You can, of course, always ask for the full menu.
 

Cummer Gift membership
 Give the Gift that Lasts All Year! A Cummer gift membership allows your friends and family to 
engage in the arts, gardens and education for an entire year. Purchase a gift membership by Decem-
ber 16, 2013, to receive 20% off any level of Cummer membership. A tax-deductible gift for you and 
a year-long gift for your family and friends. Contact the membership office today at (904) 899-6007 
or wstanley@cummer.org and join now for this amazing year at The Cummer. 

the Cafe at 
Cummer

Tapas Tuesdays and More
by erin thursby

the Cummer store
 After a few wines at Tapas Tuesday, you can hit the 
museum shop for some Christmas decorations or a way 
to cross gifts off your list. This year they’ve stocked some 
trendy “driftwood” Christmas trees, which have a kind of 
upscale-rustic look. As for gifts, they have the usual dish-
towels and placards with pithy sayings such as “I love 
you more” and “Christmas calories don’t count.” They 
also carry plenty of stuff for folks that are a bit harder to 
shop for. There’s Michel Design Work Soap and Bloembox 
(which has seeded ribbons for various flowers) for stock-
ing stuffers, all kinds of art-centric books for both kids 
and adults, bold accessories, objets d’art, jewelry, Jack-
sonville themed dishes or ornaments, pretty things for the 
garden and more. Museum shops like this one have often 
been the saving grace for many a stumped shopper. 

Dec 5-6 Champagne & Shopping at The Cummer Store Annual shopping event with com-
plimentary champagne, appetizers and holiday music. December 5, 10 am to 8 pm: This day 
only receive an additional 15% discount on your entire purchase. December 6, 10 am to 4 
pm: This day only receive an additional 10% discount on your entire purchase.
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Full Bar-Full Menu
Bch.Blvd @ LP 295
904-646-HAPPY
jacksonvillecomedy.com

We
Do

Funny
Holiday
Parties

Candy Cane Pulling at Sweet Pete’s You can 
book a group to learn the art and fun of making 
candy canes! Call 376-7161 for details. Sweet 
Pete’s, 1922 Pearl St., sweetpete.net

Dec 6 at 10 am-7 pm & Dec 7 at 10 am-4 pm 
Champagne & Shopping The Cummer Store 
presents their annual shopping event with 
complimentary champagne, appetizers and 
additional discounts. Exclusive Trunk showings 
will be available both days. Cummer Museum 
of Art & Gardens, 356-6857, www.cummer.org
 
Dec 14 Holidazzle: Riverside Arts Market 
New in the 2013 season! With extended holi-
day shopping hours until 9 pm, this nighttime 
RAM experience with holiday lights and short 
format Christmas classics (think How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas) on a 32’ big screen on 
the River Stage, is a truly unique event on the 
river. Winter brews, wine and holiday cocktails 
(think eggnog and peppermint schnapps) are 
available for the grown-ups with hot chocolate 
and other treats available for the kids. Photos 
with Santa, strolling carolers and gift-wrap-
ping. Riverside Arts Market, riversideartsmar-
ket.com/upcoming-events
 

 We started talking about Chef Tom 
Gray’s move from Bistro Aix to Moxie Kitch-
en + Cocktails around this time last year. 
This year Moxie is finally open, to much 
anticipation.
  Our own Brew Bitch, Regina Hef-
fington, has opened an establishment on 
King Street called Silver Cow, referencing 
Jacksonville’s old name (Cowford) and the 
previous name of that particular area in Riv-
erside (Silvertown). Expect craft beers, food 
with a Cajun twist, bar and localvore fare. 
Two Jacksonville restaurants were named in 
Florida Trend’s list of best new restaurants 
of 2013: Black Sheep in Riverside and Ma-
ple Street Biscuit Co. in Jacksonville Beach.
  A second PDQ is to open at Bartram 
Walk. Construction has begun.
 Chef Dylan Hauge has introduced a 
new Fall Menu over at III Forks in Tapestry 
Park featuring items such as seared scal-
lops with house-made bacon jam (pictured 
to the right) and braised beef short ribs. 
  Engine 15 plans to open a new loca-
tion in 2014 on Myrtle Street.

Dec 14 Chili Cook-off And Double Feature 
As part of Community First Credit Union’s “A 
December to Remember,” the St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre will host a chili cook-off and a 
movie double feature. The St. Augustine Fire 
Department Chili Cook starts at 2 pm. The 
1st movie, ‘Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer’ 
(Stop Motion) starts at 6 pm. The 2nd movie 
‘Elf’ starts at 7 pm. The event is free. 1340C 
A1A South, St. Augustine, 471-1965 www.
staugamphitheatre.com

Dec 14 Gullah Food Tasting & Book Signing
Chef Charlotte Jenkins of Gullah Cuisine Low 
Country Restaurant brings some of the special 
flavors and dishes of Gullah culture to from 
her restaurant for a special food demonstration 
and tasting. 1-3 pm, Ritz Theatre and Museum 
829 North Davis Street, 632-5555, Email: 
RSVPRitz@coj.net, www.jaxevents.com

December 15 Holiday Tea Flagler College 
will host a Holiday Tea in the newly restored 
Solarium of the Hotel Ponce de Leon, also 
know as 400 Rotunda, at 3 pm. Guests will be 
offered their choice of three teas (one specially 
blended for the Hotel Ponce de Leon), a selec-
tion of traditional tea sandwiches and sweets, 
and receive a special Flagler College ornament. 
Reservations are required. Tickets are $40 per 
person and seating is limited. For reservations 
or additional information, call 904-823-3378 or 
visit legacy.flagler.edu under Special Events.

Dish UpDate
where to eat, drink & be merry by erin thursby

iii Forks
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What’s BreWing
BY REGINA HEFFINGTON

What’s neW? MetroJacksonville.com 
reports on the changing 
Urban Core

Did you feel that? Did you see it? That thing flying past you is 2013. This year has brought some 
new players into the Greater Jacksonville “chews and brews” scene, including a new local micro-
brewery, products of other microbreweries around the country not available before and some new 
establishments making a commitment to offer craft beer. The good news is the year has some good 
things left in it!

This winter, IBUs start accumulating like snow in Colorado with New Belgium Brewery’s new 
Accumulation White IPA, their winter seasonal. Brewing a white IPA was not only a way to salute the 
white beauty falling from the sky, but a direct revolt to the longstanding tradition of brewing dark beers 
for winter. At least that’s what the rebellious brewer Grady Hull likes to claim as he shovels in plenty 
of new hop varietals and a bit of wheat for a smooth mouthfeel. Stack up a few cases of Accumula-
tion White IPA to keep your long nights glowing blizzard white.

SweetWater Brewing Company has a couple of seasonals for us! Festive Ale - Just in time for 
the holidays is this strong, cheerfully spiced seasonal ale with big, complex flavors to keep you warm 
and toasted all season long. Brewed only one day per year, this high octane 8.6% ABV brew has a 
sleigh load of Centennial and Golding hops and is capped with a dose of cinnamon and mace. Festive 
Ale is shipping to Jacksonville through the end of the year and is available in 6 packs, 22oz bombers 
and draft.

Whiplash - What happens when a 500-year-old Belgian style ale gets rear-ended by a truckload 
of pompous American hops? It equals one heck of an ambulance chaser of a beer. This is an Ameri-
can style Belgian IPA, with a subtle phenolic flavor in combination with citrusy/piney hops, well bal-
anced at 6.2% and 55 IBUs, with a tart, dry finish. Whiplash is a white IPA and a brand new seasonal 
for us, it will be available the second week of November through the end of February in 6 packs, draft 
and our Tackle Box.

All the beers mentioned above can be found and purchased at Beer:30, Grassroots Natural Mar-
ket, Total Wine & More and ABC Liquors.

Bold City Brewery will have a Toys for Tots drop off this season! From now until December 14th 
bring a new, unwrapped toy and get a free pint of beer. Also visit Bold City for their Tacky Sweater 
Party to benefit the American Lung Association’s 2014 Fight for Air Climb on Saturday, December 14 
at 7-10 pm. 

Engine 15 Brewing Company will be offering a Christmas gift package with a bottle of their An-
niversary Barrel-Aged Chupacabra, Engine 15 Xmas Quad, 2 E15 tulip glasses and a bottle opener 
in a very cool Engine 15 truck box for $55. Dec 1-12 E15 will also be doing 12 Beers of Christmas. 
Drink all 12 and get a free E15 beer for the rest of the month!

Intuition Ale Works is busy putting the final touches on the Intuition cookbook called Cooking 
with Intuition. (I’m in there for Silver Cow!) There will be a big launch party, where you can pick up 
your cookbook at the brewery on Thursday, December 12th. 

2013 has certainly flown by, and rumor has it 2014 has already begun to stretch its wings. 
Don’t let this year slip by you without grabbing some holiday beer-cheer! Happy Holidays!

Furchgott’s Building
The vacant Furchgott’s Department Store 
building at Adams and Hogan Streets is 
in the midst of receiving a long overdue 
exterior paint job.
 
112 east adams street
The 112 East Adams Street is being reno-
vated into a multimedia gallery/perfor-
mance space called BiGHOUSE.
 
JPmorgan chase & comPany
JPMorgan Chase & Company plans to 
open a downtown Jacksonville bank 
branch in the Life of South building at the 
intersection of Laura and Bay Streets.
 
doWntoWn cigar lounge
The Downtown Cigar Lounge plans to 
open in early 2014 at 11 North Ocean 
Street. A $60,000 humidor, made of 
Spanish cedar, will be located on the sec-
ond floor. The first floor of the building will 
become a “chic cigar lounge”.
 
the corner diner
The Corner Diner recently opened at 100 
East Forsyth Street. The space had been 
occupied by the Brazilian Corner Cafe.
 

levels
Former New York Jets wide receiver 
Laveranues Coles Jr. plans to convert 
323-325 East Bay Street into a three-
story restaurant called Levels. Coles 
describes it as an “upscale and grown 
venue.” Each floor will feature a bar 
and stage for live music. Construction 
should start in a few weeks with March 
2014 as the anticipated opening date.
 
greyhound Bus station
Site work appears to be underway the 
Jacksonville Regional Transportation 
Center’s Greyhound bus terminal at the 
intersection of West Adams and John-
son Streets. The $5 million intercity bus 
terminal is being constructed by Core 
Construction Company. The one year 
construction project is being funded by 
Federal Administration grants.
 
corner taco
Corner Taco will be the latest local food 
truck to open a brick-and-mortar space. 
Corner Taco has signed a 10-year lease 
to occupy the Gina’s Deli space at 818 
Post Street in Five Points. The new ven-
ue is anticipated to open in early 2014.
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eco events brought to you by

Various Dates in December The Guana 
Tolomato Matanzas Natural Estuarine 
Research Reserve has a calendar chock 
full of activities. Every Saturday they have 
a different hike or event for those that 
want to explore the First Coast’s rich 
eco-heritage. Most are free. See their 
website for a full calendar and more info 
at gtmnerr.org
 
Dec 7 at 8 am Come prepared for an 
easy hike at Camp Tomohawk with the 
Duval Audubon Society along shady trails 
with dense undergrowth. Expect to find 
species of warblers, grosbeaks and ori-
oles during migration. Meet in the parking 
lot at 8 am. Camp Tomahawk is at 8419 
San Ardo Road, off San Clerc Road which 
is between San Jose and Old Kings Road. 
www.duvalaudubon.org
 
Dec 9 at 6 pm Join the Sierra Club for 
their annual holiday program and pot-
luck, combining their Jacksonville and 
Ponte Vedra programs. Delany Dean and 
Debbie LaFreniere will present their two-
week kayak journey down the St Johns 
River from Lake Monroe to the Atlantic 
Ocean. Along with Jane Goddard, they 
spent five months planning and training 
together to undertake this watery chal-
lenge. Come see the sights they saw, 
the wildlife they encountered and what 
messages the River has for us in its ebb 
and flow. Please RSVP to Janet Larson at 
JCLarson168@msn.com or 247-1876. 
Bring a dish to share to this event. Free 
and open to all. We’ll start socializing at 
6 pm, followed by dinner, and start the 
program by 6:45. Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church, (rear of education building) 2001 
University Blvd. W.,
 
Dec 15 at 8 am Merritt Island NWR is 
a major destination for birders from all 
over the world. Meet birders from the Du-
val Audubon Society at 8 am in the park-
ing lot with the info kiosk on the right, just 
past the Max Brewer Causeway Bridge. 
From I-95, take Exit 220 (Titusville, State 
Road 406 Exit). Drive east on SR406 for 
4 miles over the Max Brewer Causeway 
Bridge. The Refuge begins at the east side 
of the causeway. For more info, contact 
Carly Wainwright, 904-735-9698.  www.
duvalaudubon.org
 
Dec 21 at 10 am Hike in Fort Clinch 
State Park. Walk a lovely six-mile trail, 

parts of which are heavily forested, and 
traverse ancient dunes that are steep, of-
fering a challenge to hikers. Please bring 
water, sunscreen, insect repellant, lunch 
and a hat; kids are welcome, but please 
no pets. Fort Clinch State Park has one 
of the most well-preserved 19th century 
forts in the country. Although no battles 
were fought here, it was garrisoned dur-
ing both the Civil and Spanish-American 
wars. Fees are $6 per vehicle; limit 8 
people per vehicle, or $4 Single Occu-
pant Vehicle. Signup Instructions: Please 
RSVP/Contact: Outing leader, Ken Fisher, 
904-210-7765 or kpf1965@gmail.com. 
2601 Atlantic Avenue, Fernandina Beach. 
Go to florida.sierraclub.org/Northeast/cal-
endar for details and directions.
 
Dec 21 at 8 am Castaway Island Pre-
serve protects more than 300 acres of 
coastal habitats along the meandering, 
estuarine San Pablo River. The gentle, 
mile-long trail skir ts the estuary and 
pine flatwoods where you might see ibis 
and wood storks. Cradle Creek Preserve 
offers a canopy of old-growth upland 
forests, saltwater marshes, and pan-
oramic views of the creeks that feed the 
Intracoastal Waterway. The Preserve pro-
vides habitat protection for endangered 
and threatened plant and animal species 
including the Least Tern, Bald Eagle, and 
Wood Stork. Meeting Place: 2921 San 
Pablo Road South. www.duvalaudubon.org
 
Dec 23 9 am-3 pm The Guana Tolomato 
Matanzas National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, or GTM Research Reserve, is a 
living laboratory and coastal recreation 
area offering a mini, one-day holiday 
camp for science and exploration minded 
kids age 7-10. Adventures on the Estu-
ary Camp is a fun and educational way 
for your child to discover the importance 
of the estuary, learn more about the adap-
tations of animals that call the ocean and 
estuary home, and explore many habitats, 
while allowing you to get your last minute 
holiday hustle and bustle completed! 
Activities include: beach exploration, 
marine debris clean up, shell ornament 
crafting, trail hiking and palm frond door 
hanger creation. $40. The GTM Research 
Reserve’s Environmental Education Cen-
ter 505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra 
Beach. gtmnerr.org
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finding a perfect gift for someone, whether they are a person that “has everything” or you are a per-
son that “has very little” can be a challenge. The St. Johns River can help you with your holiday gift-
giving needs by offering you the opportunity to provide a unique and rewarding experience for your 
family, friends, or significant other. Here are a few ideas!
 
Stay LocaL: Fort GeorGe and the taLbot ISLandS

There is no better gift than a well thought out day-trip to some place special and secluded. The 
St. Johns River offers the recreational opportunities, ambiance, and beauty necessary for planning 
such a trip. There is no better place to experience the natural wonders of our region than at the parks 
on Fort George and the Talbot Islands. Little Talbot, Amelia Island, Huguenot Beach and Kingsley 
Plantation are all a short drive or Ferry ride away. Paddle with Kayak Amelia, First Coast Outfitters, or 
Black Creek Outfitters, hike to Black Rock Beach, or ride your bike to the St. Johns River Ferry and 
pick your destination. Either way, this day trip is sure to leave the gift recipient in awe of the beauty of 
this area. Choose your journey!  www.floridastateparks.org/FORTGEORGEISLAND/DEFAULT.CFM
 
Make a day trIp: JunIper SprInGS and FLorIda MuSeuM oF naturaL 
hIStory

It is no secret that the health of our Florida springs is on the decline. Flows are reduced, biodi-
versity is shrinking, and algae often coats the remaining grasses at the bottoms of the springs. Fortu-
nately, some springs are more protected and have fared much better. For instance, Juniper Springs is 
a sparkling subtropical oasis in the heart of the Ocala National Forest. About two hours from Jackson-
ville and one hour from Gainesville, spending the day at Juniper hiking the trails, getting your feet wet 
and enjoying the solitude of Florida is a great holiday gift. Finish your day trip by visiting the Florida 
Museum of Natural History in Gainesville for the “Springs Eternal: Florida’s Fragile Fountains of Youth” 
exhibit that runs through January 5, 2014. Free admission will keep your day trip cost low enough 
that you can afford to visit your favorite Gainesville restaurant while in the area. I recommend The Top 
or Satchel’s Pizza! www.flmnh.ufl.edu/exhibits/limited-time-only/springs-eternal-fountain-youth/
 
overnIGht adventure: S ILver SprInGS--boatS, paddLInG & hIkInG

Silver Springs is one of the most famous springs in the world. Before Disney came to Florida, 
families and tourists went to Silver Springs for glass bottom boat tours, monkey sightings, and an 
escape into the natural Florida landscape. The Silver Spring Nature Theme Park recently became Sil-
ver Springs State Park. A trip to Silver will create lasting family memories for a fraction of the price of 
an expensive Disney vacation. (And you’ll feel more invigorated and refreshed!) Millions of gallons of 
water bubble up from the aquifer each day, flowing from the springs into the Silver River and eventu-
ally the St. Johns River. Make sure to view the springs through the glass bottom boats and go fish 
finding! Paddle the Silver River, enjoying the abundance of wildlife in the area and the fish below you. 
Rhesus monkeys can be found playing in the branches along the banks. These monkeys have lived 
in the Ocklawaha River basin for nearly 80 years, left behind during the filming of several movies that 
used the Florida river as a stand-in for the the mighty Amazon River. There are so many things to see 
and do at Silver Springs for friends, families, and anyone looking for an inexpensive holiday gift pack-
age. www.floridastateparks.org/silversprings/default.cfm

on the RiveR
The Best Gifts Are Free

by ShANNoN bLANKINShIP

big talbot

Adventures on the Estuary Camp
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Come Cruise with Us

Public cruises :
Dinner, lunch, brunch, 

cocktails, hors D’ourvres
$24.95 – 49.95 per person

Book your cruise today 
at Foxyladycruises.com 

or call 904-398-9553

Private charters
for up to 149 guests:

  Corp. events, weddings, 
reunions, parties, fund raisers
Book your private cruise today 

call 904-398-9553 x-3

These never-before-seen hats are part of Geisel’s private collection, 
along with prints and sculpture from the Art of Dr. Seuss Collection. There 
will be 26 original hats on exhibition, and limited editions of his artwork 
and sculpture will be available for patrons at Avondale Artworks (3562 St. 
Johns Avenue, 32205). Previews begin on November 23 (11 am-4 pm), 
followed by special presentations by Dr. Seuss Art Curator, Bill Dreyer on 
December 5th and 6th (6-8 pm) and a one-month show from December 
5 through January 5. This is a MUST see for anyone who has read a Dr. 
Seuss book!

“His work reveals a personal message, a social commentary, and you 
have to look for it,” says Ken Stutes, owner of Avondale Artworks. “People 
are just beginning to learn about this secret art, which he did for his own 
enjoyment and to show to his wife, Audrey, and friends. Audrey is fulfilling 
his personal wishes and continuing his legacy as a progressive artist with 
a personal philosophy using his art as a messenger by developing this 
traveling exhibition–this showcases another dimension of Dr. Seuss.”

His second book, The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins, is now 75 
years old, so a special exhibition was developed, Hats Off to Dr. Seuss! 
It is traveling with the best wishes of Audrey, Geisel’s widow. She gener-
ously opened the Estate’s legendary “hat closet” so we all can share in the 
excitement of his collecting. This, indeed, is one of the world’s most excit-
ing and famous hat collections.

In honor of the 75th anniversary of The 500 Hats of Bartholomew 
Cubbins, a special Hats Off to Dr. Seuss! is paired together with the Secret 
Art collection into one exhibition. The artwork consists of authorized works 
which have been adapted and reproduced from Geisel’s original drawings, 
paintings and sculptures. It is guaranteed to raise eyebrows and ensure 
laughter.

“The secret of Dr. Seuss is that this collection reveals his full artistic 
legacy,” says Bill Dreyer, curator and exclusive representative for The Art 
Collection.

“We have been told the hat collection consisted of 500 hats espe-
cially selected by Dr. Seuss starting in the 1920s,” Dreyer goes on to say. 
“This exhibit consists of 26 of the 158 hats remaining at his estate, still 
occupied by Audrey and located in La Jolla, California.”

“Dr. Seuss’ most important legacy is literacy, of course,” Dreyer 
points out. “This exhibition reveals another legacy, that of Dr. Seuss’ ar-
tistic brilliance, which allows us to be engaged by a side of him that most 
have never seen before – Seuss as a painter and sculptor.” 

Geisel started out as an editorial cartoonist in the 1920s. He worked 
diligently to perfect his craft, and his work evolved quickly to illustrations, 
sculpture and oil paintings, which highlighted his fast-as-lightening, fan-
tastical imagination. His classics, such as The Cat in the Hat, Green Eggs 
and Ham, and How The Grinch Stole Christmas! are de rigueur for every 
child and available in many languages. He was also a political cartoonist 
for PM magazine during WWII, and a contributing illustrator for Vanity Fair 
and Life.

Dr. Seuss continues to be on every child’s book list generation after 
generation. Dreyer will be on hand to unveil the Collection and deliver a hu-
morous and engaging Art Talk on the art and life of Theodor Seuss Geisel 
during the Opening Night Event at Avondale Artworks on December 5 and 
6, at 7:15 pm. These speaking events are free and open to the public. 
However, reservations are suggested by going to www.avondaleartworks.
com/rsvp_for_an_event_at_avondale_artworks 

Of course, what Dr. Seuss event would be complete without a special 
live appearance by the Cat in the Hat and The Grinch? Don’t miss this spe-
cial event! For details, visit the gallery’s website at www.avondaleartworks.
com.

To read the full article go to eujacksonville.com.

Hats Off tO Dr. seuss!
A Peek into Dr. Seuss’ “Hat Closet” at Avondale Artworks

BY JOANELLE MULRAIN

ho do you think of when you see a 
brimmed, red-and-white striped hat 

that’s a million miles tall? Dr. Seuss! Theodor 
Seuss Geisel (American, 1904-1991), a.k.a. Dr. 
Seuss, created paintings and sculpture, and 
collected hats that were secretly stowed away for 
years in a hidden closet at his home.

W

“People are just beginning to learn 
about this secret art, which he did 
for his own enjoyment and to show 
to his wife, Audrey, and friends.”

 ™ & © 2012 Dr. Seuss Enterprises, L.P. All Rights Reserved.
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plastic surgeons
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SUNDAY BRUNCH
“ALL INCLUSIVE”

Every Sunday - 10:30 am to 3:00 pm

FRIDAY
TAPAS NIGHTS

869 Stockton St. - Riverside - Corner of Stockton & Myra 
904 551-4375

North of Modern (#nomo) is a multi-disciplinary art experience featuring a diverse array of 24 
contemporary artists in a variety of mediums ranging from paintings to sculpture to video projection 
and performance art, as well as pop-up shops selling art and vegan fashions by OlsenHaus. Jack-
sonville-based Florida Mining Gallery is excited to be curating this multi-building art experience during 
Art Basel Miami Beach 2013, the premier contemporary art event in the art world.

The purpose of this art exhibition is to increase awareness of a neighborhood restoration project 
that is underway at Biscayne Plaza, which will be transformed into a new facility named Midpoint.

North of Modern will be presented at 591 NE 79th Street, Miami, FL 33139 (corner of Biscayne 
Blvd. and NE 79th) on December 5 thru December 7, from noon until 5 pm, and is free, open to the 
public. Friday night will be an exclusive party featuring performance pieces and a projection installa-
tion from 8 until 11 pm.
 

Harbinger Sign – PreServing Florida Culture
Harbinger Sign’s commitment to preserving Florida culture is part of its mission to be “Forward 

Thinking, Forward Doing.” Art Basel Miami Beach has already proven that by bringing the world’s art 
focus to Miami, it has the power to revitalize neighborhoods. Majestic Properties and Global Fund In-
vestments want to see this same future for the Little Haiti neighborhood surrounding Biscayne Plaza. 
To this end, the developers have acquired and restored six significant spaces, including a picturesque 
Art Deco, Post-Modern 5,000sf building as the property’s centerpiece and invited Florida Mining Gal-
lery (a division of Harbinger Sign) to curate these newly renovated properties as gallery space; hence 
the North of Modern art experience.

“We see so much opportunity for revitalization in Florida, and we are excited to be a part of this 
incredible project,” says Steve Williams, President of Harbinger Sign and founder of Florida Mining 
Gallery. “Miami has so much of Florida’s cultural history evinced in its architecture and neighbor-
hoods, it is crucial to support organizations committed to preserving and restoring those unique 
aspects of our state.”

Wynwood and Miami Modern have become thriving neighborhoods with rich art and youth 
cultures over the last ten years. As this trend moves north of the Miami Modern district, Majestic 
Properties and Global Fund Investments have taken the lead in restoring the Little Haiti neighborhood, 
starting with Biscayne Plaza. By actively investing in this area and exposing the art community to 
this exciting emerging neighborhood, Majestic Properties and Global Fund Investments hope to see 
the trend continue with other area developers that share their vision of a new neighborhood. North of 
Modern is Harbinger Sign and Florida Mining’s contribution to this Florida restoration project.
     For more information:  floridamininggallery.tumblr.com

 

24 Featured artiStS
 

betSY Cain (betsycain.com) 

MarK Creegan (markcreegan.com) 

donald duSinberrY 

CHriStina Foard (christinafoard.com)

Ke FranCiS 
MarK george (markge.org/e) & tonY rodrigueS (tonyrodriguesart.com) 

tHoMaS Hager (thomashager.com) 

duStin HareWood (dustinharewood.com)

MarCuS KenneY (marcuskenney.com) 

ruSSell MaYCuMber (pollobionico.blogspot.com)

geoFF MitCHell (whiteapplestudios.com)  

ibraHiM Miranda (ibrahimmiranda.com)  

HiroMi MiZugai MoneYHun (hiromipapercut.com) 

Kurt PolKeY 

CHiP SoutHWortH (chipsouthworth.com) 

Kedgar volta (kedgarvolta.com) 

MilagroS art ColleCtive (milagrosartcollective.blogspot.com) FeliCi aSteinZe 
& JoeY FillaStre 
MiaMi invaSion Street art ColleCtive (morrisonpierceart.tumblr.com)

SCHool oF everYtHing (andrewschrock.com)

Quintron & MiSS PuSSYCat (quintronandmisspussycat.com)

ProJeCtion MaPPing inStallation by RJ Pozniak

olSenHauS Pure vegan – eliZabetH olSen (olsenhaus.com) 

To read more on Art Basel go to eujacksonville.com.

nortH oF 
Modern
Jacksonville artists invade Miami 
during Art Basel By Joanele Mulrain

 Artist Morrison Pierce and The Miami Invasion Street Art Collective will not only be exhibited 
at North of Modern at Art Basel, but they will also be leaving a trail of creativity as they travel south 
for the event. For their drive from Jacksonville to South Florida, they created a bus gallery, which 
will function as a form of transportation as well as a pop-up gallery during Art Basel. For The 
Miami Invasion Street Art Collective, however, the show starts with the street art they will create 
on their way south. They are designing and painting the alleys of the North of Modern gallery and 
leaving wheat pastes and low impact street art all over the city.
 Check out Morrison Pierce’s work at morrisonpierceart.tumblr.com and stop by #NoMo 
#ArtBasel to see The Miami Invasion Street Art Collective in action.

tHe MiaMi invaSion Street art ColleCtive

Ke Francis
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MOCA JACksOnville 

(366-6911, www.mocajacksonville.org) 
Thru January 5 ABSTRACTION OVER TIME-
THE PAINTINGS OF MICHAEL GOLDBERG 
MOCA’s Abstraction over Time is the first ex-
hibition to encompass the entire span of Gold-
berg’s work, in an effort to both reappraise the 
artist’s contribution to postwar painting, and 
to present an engaging case-study of the vital 
transformations of abstraction in American art. 
Thru January 19 MYTHOS: FROM CONCEPT 
TO CREATION WORKS BY ENZO TORCOLETTI 
Enzo Torcoletti’s sculptures reflect a symbolic 
diversity of the human form. Torcoletti, Profes-
sor Emeritus of Art at Flagler College, lives and 
works in St. Augustine. Thru March 9 PROJ-
ECT ATRIUM: INGRID CALAME TARRED OVER 
CRACKS Los Angeles artist Ingrid Calame used 
imagery previously traced from the parking lot 
of the Albright-Knox Gallery in Buffalo, N.Y., 
to create a constellation and transfer it to the 
grand 40-by-30-foot back wall of the atrium 
gallery, an idea Calame calls “containerizing.” 
December 5 at 7 pm Sound Effects: Music at 
MOCA Sound Effects returns with pianist Jihye 
Chang. A fun concert and dialogue with the 

performers. December 8, UNSEEN IMAGES, 
UNTOLD STORIES 2–4 pm Opening Reception. 
This exhibition of photographs and narratives 
shares the personal stories and journeys of 
elder members of Jacksonville’s LGBT com-
munity. Thru January 26 in the Florida Blue 
Gallery on MOCA’s fifth floor.

The CuMMer MuseuM Of ArT 
And GArdens 
(356-6857, www.cummer.org) Thru January 
5 MODERN DIALECT: AMERICAN PAINTINGS 
FROM THE JOHN AND SUSAN HORSEMAN 
COLLECTION Modern Dialect will high-
light works by some of the most respected 
American artists of the early twentieth century, 
including Charles Burchfield, George Ault, 
Charles Sheeler, Clarence Carter and others. 
Thru February 16 THE ART OF EMPATHY 
showcases a masterwork in The Cummer’s 
permanent collection, Mother of Sorrows (c. 
1470). One of only five known works by the 
Master of the Stötteritz Altar, declared the 
“most important discovery in early German 
painting.” December 3 Lecture on Empathy 

in Detail: Investigating and Experiencing the 
Mother of Sorrows Dr. David S. Areford, Asso-
ciate Professor of Art History at the University 
of Massachusetts Boston explains how the 
painting was made and how original viewers 
would have engaged with its haunting, close-
up depiction of the mother of Jesus. 
December 17 thru May 25 OUR SHARED PAST 
Guest curator, Jefree Shalev, re-discovered a 
box of 8-mm home movies from 1957 through 
1968. Selecting single frames, he invited 32 
local artists to create a new work of art, in-
spired by these moments, that would become 
a “shared past.” (Read more about this exhibit 
on pages 24-25.) Thru Sept 2014 THE HUMAN 
FIGURE: Sculptures by Enzo Torcoletti Cum-
mer’s new Sculpture Garden located on the 
front lawn facing Riverside Avenue is open with 
the sculptures of Enzo Torcoletti. December 7, 
1-2 pm YuleSlide. December 11 and 12, 1:30 
pm Talks and Tea Lecture with Bill Walmsley. 
December 14, 10:30 am to Noon Art for Two. 
December 15, 1 to 2:30 pm Floral Arranging 
Workshop 2 December 21, 10:30 am to 12:30 
pm Art Adventures.

Thru December 31 WORD, SHOUT, SONG: 
LORENZO DOW TURNER CONNECTING COM-
MUNITIES THROUGH LANGUAGE This exhibit 
illuminates Dr. Turner’s foundational work in 
the 1930s establishing that people of African 
heritage, despite slavery, had retained and 
passed on their cultural identity in words, mu-
sic and story. Tue - Fri, 10 am - 5 pm & Sat, 
10 am - 2 pm. Ritz Theatre and LaVilla Mu-
seum, 632-5555, www.ritzjacksonville.com

Thru December 27 WORKS OF YARD AND THE 
ART OF LAWN Acrylics and mono-prints exhib-
ited by artist Diantha York-Ripley. Thru December 
28 RUSSIA The manuscript exhibit is a quick 
history of Russia, from Peter the Great to the First 
Conquest of Space. No fee. Museum hours are 
Tues - Fri, 10-3, Sat, 10-4. Karpeles Manuscript 
Library Museum, 101 West First St., 356-2992. 

Thru December 31 ART at JAX Airport: Rotat-
ing Fine Art Exhibits The Haskell Gallery (pre-
security) will have the art of Diane Fraser & 
Mary Atwood. The Connector Bridge Art Dis-
play Cases (pre-security) contain the work of Jim 
Smith and Concourses A & C Art Display Cases 
(post-security) contain Chris Moore’s work. Inter-
national Airport (JAX), www.JIAarts.org 

Thru December 31 SHIMABITO FEATURING 
YUKI SHIMIZU & DUSTIN HAREWOOD Two 
people, two islands, one dynamic, multi-media 
show. Monday-Saturday 9:30 am-6 pm and 
Sunday 1-5 pm. Free. Reddi-Arts, Gallery 1037, 
398-3161, www.reddiarts.com/gallery.html

Thru January 5 HATS OFF TO DR. SEUSS! 
An exhibition of original hats collected by Dr. 
Seuss plus prints and sculpture. Dr. Seuss Art 
Curator, Bill Dreyer will be there on December 
5-6, from 6-8 pm. (Read more about this ex-
hibit on page 27.) Avondale Artworks Art Gal-
lery, 3562 Saint Johns Ave. 384-8797, www.
avondaleartworks.com 

Thru January 5 GLORY TO HIM IN THE HIGH-
EST Over 15 artists exhibit their tribute of the 
Holy Bir th in Bethlehem. The exhibit will be 
highlighted during the church’s annual com-
munity offering of “A Bethelhem Visit,” on 
December 13. Hours of viewing are 9 am-4:30 

pm, Monday-Thursday, and 9–11:30 am on 
Sundays. Closed on Saturdays except for the 
December Christmas visit. Ponte Vedra Pres-
byterian Church, 4510 Palm Valley Rd., Ponte 
Vedra, 285-8225.

December 4 First Wednesday Art Walk, 
Downtown For The Holidays 5-9 pm rain or 
shine. Enjoy sing alongs and holiday music 
and take photos with Santa Claus in Hem-
ming Plaza. Florida Theatre hosts Jacksonville 
Songwriter’s Residency’s David Dondero and 
will offer tours at 6, 7 and 8 pm. Holiday photo 
booth and wine tasting at MOCA. Downtown 
venues will have music and window displays. 
The First Wednesday Art Walk in January will 
be cancelled, as it falls on New Year’s Day. 
Visit iloveartwalk.com

December 6 FUSED GLASS ART Popular fused 
glass artist Janet Mulligan is featured for De-
cember. Meet her at the gallery’s free Dec 6 
Artwalk, 5-9 pm and shop for holiday gift or-
naments, paintings, pottery and jewelry! High 
Tide Gallery, 51 Cordova Street, St. Augustine. 
(904) 829-6831, staugustineart.net 

December 6 – 8 2013 ART & ANTIQUES 
SHOW Presented by the Women’s Board of 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital, this event features 
antiques, art, furniture, jewelry, glassware and 
textiles. The show also features lectures by 
creative director of Oscar de la Renta Home; 
contributing editor for Veranda, Danielle Rollins; 
and, design power couple, Bunny Williams and 
John Rosselli. Southern Living Magazine, Edi-
tor-at-Large, James Farmer, will conduct two 
hands-on workshops. Prime F. Osborn III Con-
vention Center, www.artandantiquesshow.com

December 6 – 7 UNAFFECTED VISION: FREE 
TO SEE BEAUTIFUL An exhibition of photo-
graphs by men and women with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Opening recep-
tion held at the Holiday Art Walk on December 
6, from 5 until 9 pm. Crisp-Ellert Art Museum, 
48 Sevilla Street, St. Augustine, 904-826-
8530, www.flagler.edu/crispellert

December 13 from 6-9pm CLAY & CANVAS 
STUDIO will open its doors for its biannual 
Open Studio Night Exhibition. Operated by art-
ists Tiffany Whitfield Leach and Lily Kuonen, 
they will both feature new works alongside 
guest artist Nida Bangash. Expect DJ e. lee 
from WJCT 89.9’s Indie Endeavor. Clay & 
Canvas Studio, 2642-6 Rosselle St. (501)766-
1268, www.lilykuonen.com

December 13 - January 31 SIGNIFICANT 
WORK A pre-career retrospective for Los 
Angeles based artist David De Boer, the ex-
hibit contains works created between 2012 
-2013 from Michael Cavendish’s collection 
of contemporary art. It features a survey of 
installations, video and stills, and other related 
ephemera that confront mundanity and value 
in art. Artist panel discussion will be held on 
December 12 at 6:30 pm at FSCJ’s Kent Cam-
pus. The opening reception will take place on 
December 13, from 6:30 to 10 pm at Florida 
Mining Gallery. Limited quantity of prints for 
sale during the reception and exhibition. Florida 
Mining Gallery, 5300 Shad Road. Gallery 
Hours: Monday – Friday, 10-5 or by appoint-
ment. nullspace at Florida Mining Gallery, flori-
damininggallery.com 

ArT evenTs
Mother of Sorrows (c. 1470) at The Cummer 
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ville artists to integrate their vision into his family’s images. The combination of the artists’ interpreta-
tions and his iconic pictures make up Our Shared Past. The participating artists were given very little 
direction in this project, except to chose an image that spoke to them; the rest was up to his or her 
artistic vision. 

As Jefree points out, the movies that he examined are 16 frames per second, with all of the im-
ages in the show making up a mere 2 seconds of actual life. This develops a common theme of a 
moment in time: one miniscule snippet out of a lifetime of memories and experiences. While the cap-

Our Shared PaSt
The Cummer Presents

Family is no easy subject, and the topic evokes such a wide range of emotion. Whether you have not talked to relatives in years or they 

just left a family dinner at your house, they are your blood. The new exhibit opening at The Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens, Our 

Shared Past, will be focusing on personal family imagery from the guest curator, Jefree Shalev. For those familiar with his curatorial work 

with the traverse nullspace gallery, this should surely pique interest.   BY EMILY MOODY

The concept of this show came to Jefree as he recently rediscovered a box of 8mm family 
movies. In watching them, the scope of feelings that manifested ranged from sadness to delight. He 
felt alienated by these motion pictures, disconnected from a family unit that once was. However, he 
explains, “this allowed me to view the images from a formal perspective and to see the personal as 
universal.” As he delved deeper into the films and dissected them frame by frame, he was slowly un-
earthing unimaginable treasures. 
 After selecting 175 evocative images from the hours of found video, Jefree invited 33 Jackson-

Liz Gibson
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turing of time might be small, these pictures hatched from eras of old speak to the soul as a timeless 
and universal representation of life. 

“Floating” by Sara Pedigo, has, as the artist describes, “a very strong quality of contemplation.” 
The image is Jefree’s mother floating in a pool with a white bathing cap on. She is surrounded by 
serene water, and leaves the viewer feeling as though she has no other cares in the world. It can only 
make one wonder, though, if that is the case at all. Maybe she is thinking about what she is going 
to feed her family for dinner or that she should be handling the chores of the household instead of 
relaxing, but there she is, in the peaceful water, for that one moment of time. Sara is all too familiar 
with using family snapshots as reference, as that is a practice she has been using in her own body of 
work since 2005. She says, “I see a deep sense of shared humanity in the evidence of lives and mo-
ments caught in a photograph.” She also chose to stay true to the photo’s coloring by painting with 
the same intensity as was recorded on that day in time, which resulted in a highly saturated painting 
with hues of deep blues. 

Jeff Whipple’s piece “Now You See, Now You Saw” combines the use of photography, paint, 
video and wood to produce a strikingly colorful piece featuring a man on a seesaw. Whipple explains 
the piece in greater detail as, “the perception of now and not now… It is about the perpetual transition 
of the present to the past as we ride along seeing and sawing the moments of our lives.” He points 
out that these films documented important life events, but also just the inane day to day activities as 
simple as playing. 

“Reticent Slumber” is another work that captures the stillness of Jefree’s images whilst leaving 
much more to the imagination. Thony Aiuppy used oil paint in this piece in correlation with, as he 
puts it, “the fluid identity that memories hold.” The viewer is looking at a close-up of a young child, 
snuggled in warm, white clothing, sleeping peacefully in what seems to be a stroller. Here is another 
image that evokes a sense of calmness and tranquility. Yet the next frame in the motion picture, which 
was not captured for this work, could be a screaming child waking up from a nap; however, during 
this one moment in time, the child is still. Thony explains it best, stating, “Because memory can only 
be perceived in time outside of the occurrence of original events, whether real or imagined, it is fitting 
that the experiences provoked by this work would exude a similar notion.” 

Another artist drew inspiration from the memories of her childhood when choosing her image. 
A picture of a nurse saying The Pledge of Allegiance resonated with Liz Gibson as she recalled her 
childhood and her fears associated with saying The Pledge because of a physical deformity on her 
right hand. She says, “I have come to realize that the very things that caused me so much pain as 
a child and a teenager are the very same things that have made me the strong person that I am.” 
The tetrad of brightly colored paintings serve as an edifying by-product of memories of anxiety and 
helplessness that Gibson felt growing up. She has also composed a poem that will hang next to her 
paintings that is sure to tug at the heartstrings of those with deformities you can see as well as those 
that may not be visible to others. 

Chip Southworth, much like the other participating artists, developed a very deep connection 
with his piece, “Rise of the Matriarch.” His towering female figure looks put together from afar, but 

“Because memory can only be perceived in 
time outside of the occurrence of original 

events, whether real or imagined, it is fitting 
that the experiences provoked by this work 

would exude a simwilar notion.”

upon further inspection you can see the layers and inner workings of the piece. “I hope that this piece 
pushes the viewer to examine the brush strokes, burns and drips of color that make up my life’s 
experiences…” says Southworth, “that the scale pushes them to experience the painting on several 
levels, and hopefully it reveals the common experiences, struggles and triumphs of Our Shared Past.” 

This show has connected the artists to Jefree’s family in a way that they would never have man-
ifested without these images from forgotten times. The exhibition not only memorializes his family but 
also celebrates the families of the artists through the works that they created. Jefree has selflessly 
shared the split second experiences of the past, that in turn connect him to the artists and viewers. 
Everyone will no doubt walk away from this collection feeling nostalgic of their own pasts, as well as 
connected to each other, as a result truly making it Our Shared Past.  

Join The Cummer Museum in celebrating Our Shared Past and meet many of the artists from the 
show on Tuesday, December 17th from 5 to 9 pm. Free.

Thony Aiuppy

Brianna Angelakis

Jessie Barnes

Mark Creegan

Jim Draper

Overstreet Ducasse

Shannon Estlund

Crystal Floyd

Christina Foard

Mark George

Liz Gibson

Margete Griffin

Rebecca Hoadley

Christie Holechek

Chance Isbell

Jason John

Marcus Kenney

Rachel Levanger

Denise Liberi

Jonathan Lux

Patrick Moser

Dat Nguyen

Madeleine Peck Wagner

Sara Pedigo

Morrison Pierce

Kurt Polkey

Leslie Robison

Tony Rodrigues

Chip Southworth

Shaun Thurston

Jeff Whipple

Steve Williams

Tony Wood

Our Shared PaSt COntributing artiStS

Sara Pedigo
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INSTANT SEAT SELECTION ONLINE: 
ARTISTSERIESJAX.ORG

CHARGE-BY-PHONE 904.442.2929

JANUARY 21 - 26
Jacksonville’s Times-Union Center

SPONSORED IN PART BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS, THE FLORIDA COUNCIL ON ARTS AND CULTURE, THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS, THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, AND THE CULTURAL 
COUNCIL OF GREATER JACKSONVILLE, INC.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY AT 8pm | THURSDAYS AT 7:30pm | SUNDAYS AT 2:00pm

BOX OFFICE (904) 396-4425 | www.theatrejax.com

DEC. 6 THRU 21, 2013

Theatre
Jacksonville

presents

Utterly charming, fearlessly adorable
and a tiny bit magical

– Naples Daily News

directed by Sam Fisher
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family events
Be sure to check Holiday Events and EUJacksonville.com for more family activites.

December 1, 8, 15 and 21 The Riverside Arts 
Market There’s not a better place in Jacksonville 
to do your Christmas shopping. Every Saturday 
thru December 21st, from 10 am to 4 pm, more 
than 100 juried artists showcase the city’s cre-
ative side, from handmade pottery, paintings and 
jewelry, to silk-screened shir ts and unique ac-
cessories. Also purchase local produce, as well 
as artisan breads, gourmet spreads, fresh chees-
es and other tasty treats. Live entertainment with 
ample free parking, a beautiful riverfront setting 
and a family-friendly, community-centric vibe, 
RAM is the place to be this holiday. Located at the 
end of the Northbank Riverwalk, under the canopy 
of the Fuller Warren Bridge. (Check our Holiday 
Listings for info on Holidazzle on Dec 14 at RAM.) 
riversideartsmarket.com

Through December 31 Great Balls of Fire: 
Comets, Asteroids, Meteors The threat of a 
catastrophic impact from an asteroid or comet is 
a staple of popular culture. What are asteroids, 
comets, and meteorites, and where do they come 
from? Great Balls of Fire: Comets, Asteroids, 
Meteors explores recent discoveries and cutting-
edge science relating to these incredible objects. 
MOSH, 396-7062, www.themosh.org

December 1 – 28 GTM Reserve Kayaking Tours 
The Friends of the GTM NERR and Ripple Effect 
Ecotours have partnered to offer extensive eco-
educational opportunities exploring the ecological 
diversity of the GTM NERR. The coastal estuary 
offers incredible views of nesting bald eagles, 
.encounters with Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin and 
the West Indian Manatee, as well as many other 
documented species. Family Kayak Tours for 
ages 6 and up. Cost is $50 each. Dec. 1 and 14, 
11 am to 1:30 pm; Dec. 21 and 28, 12 noon to 
2:30 pm. GTM Research Reserve, 505 Guana 
River Rd, Ponte Vedra Beach, rippleeffecteco-
tours.com

December 5 Spoken Word Ritz Theatre and 
LaVilla Museum, 632-5555, www.ritzjacksonville.
com

December 6 Amateur Night at the Ritz Tickets $6. 
Every first Friday of the month. Ritz Theatre and 
Museum, 632-5555, www.ritzjacksonville.com

December 7 Teenage Mutant Ninja GAAM - An 
80/90s Games Art And Music Show 6 – 11 
pm, GAAMers will be immersed in the gaming 
nostalgia of the 1980s and 1990s, as Teen-
age Mutant Ninja GAAM pays tribute to these 
decades through retro music, clothing, gaming, 
cosplay and more during the event. Participants 
can win prizes and giveaways. Beer provided by 
Aardwolf Brewing Company. There will be a live 
charity auction and juried art competition. There 
will be DJs and musicians. Tickets http://gaam.
eventbrite.com, or at door for $50. The Museum 
and Gardens, 4160 Boulevard Center Drive, 
http://gamesartandmusic.com

December 7 Burro Bags Celebrates 6 Years 
Manufacturie handmade backpacks, cycling ac-
cessories and apparel. Saturday’s events begin 
at 4 pm and will include an alley cat race around 
downtown and an after party to celebrate the 

wins and support from the locals. Live music, 
dancing and plenty of beer. Merchandise will be 
raffled off with a portion of the proceeds going 
to a local charity. $15. Race will begin around 6 
pm, after-party immediately following at Burro 
Bar, 100 E. Adams Street. 

December 7 Community First Saturdays Held 
on the first Saturday of each month, from 9 - 5, 
to encourage families to be active and enjoy 
the Downtown riverfront. Along the Northbank 
Riverwalk behind the old courthouse parking lot. 
Activities and food trucks will be plentiful. www.
communityfirstsaturdays.com.

December 7 – 14 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST The 
Jewish Community Alliance Theatre of Youth pres-
ents a live production of Beauty and the Beast. 
Tickets are $7 and are sold at the door. Showtimes 
are December 7 & 14 at 7:30 pm and December 8 
& 15 at 2 pm. Jewish Community Alliance, 8505 
San Jose Blvd, 730-2100, www.jcajax.org

December 7 – 8 18th Annual Orange Fest Join 
The Arc Jacksonville for the 18th Annual Orange 
Fest at Grove House from 10 am to 4 pm. Pick 
a large basket of fresh fruit from the Mandarin 
grove for just $25. This family-friendly event also 
features refreshments and kid-friendly activities. 
Grove House is a group home for young adults 
operated by The Arc Jacksonville. The Arc Jack-
sonville is a non-profit organization that provides 
residential homes, educational programs, training 
and employment preparation services to individu-
als with intellectual and/or developmental dis-
abilities. Grove House, www.arcjacksonville.org

December 7 Great Amazing Race Family-friendly 
activity that’s an obstacle course and adventure 
race combined. Two-person teams (kids grades 
K-12 & adults) consisting of friends, family 
members, neighbors and co-workers race around 
a one mile course, completing a string of up 
to eight fun-filled challenges modeled after the 
popular television show “The Amazing Race.” 
Racers can choose a Recreation Pace (for those 
who prefer to walk or jog) or Competitive Pace 
(for those who prefer to run). Spectators are 
welcome to tag along for free to cheer on the rac-
ers and take photos. Registration fees range from 
$40 to $50. Kindergarten & Pre-K are allowed 
only if paired with an adult. (Walk-ups accepted). 

2-3 pm. Little Talbot Island State Park, www.
greatamazingrace.com/race, http://flyingcolorss-
ports1.info

December 20 Golden Dragon Acrobats A 2,500 
year old tradition, the acrobats, from Hebei, China, 
incorporate elements of acrobatics, dance, martial 
arts and sports, set to traditional and modern 
music, with spellbinding and brilliant costumes. 
Breathtaking entertainment for the whole family. 
Florida Theatre, 355-2787, www.floridatheatre.
com

December 21 Holiday Pajama Run The Holiday 
Pajama Run was created to promote health and 
wellness during the Holiday Season as well 
as to bring the community together to support 
the foster & adoptive children in Jacksonville, FL, 
through the Children’s Home Society. The Holiday 
Pajama Run is a unique, holiday-themed race that 
celebrates the holiday spirit, healthiness, happiness, 
family, and giving back to the community. Metropol-
itan Park, www.facebook.com/HolidayPajamaRun

December 22 Historic Springfield Main Street 
Cruise Re-live the 60s on Main St. in Historic 
Springfield, on the fourth Saturday of every 
month. This is a safe, family friendly event. Live 
DJ’s are at 4th & Main and 10th & Main at the 
Krystal’s. No need to register, just bring your 
car and cruise or just walk around and enjoy the 
classic cars. There are restaurants at 3rd & Main 
St and 10th & Main St. The event is free. You can 
park at the car wash at 4th & Main for $5 which 
gives you access to restrooms or park on any 
of the side streets. 5-9 pm. Main St. in Historic 
Springfield. www.facebook.com/HistoricSpring-
fieldMainStreetCruiseJaxFL

Jacksonville Jaguars Football Come out and 
help cheer on the Jaguars to finish the season on 
a winning streak. EverBank Field, www.jaguars.
com. December 5 Jaguars vs. Houston Texans, 
December 15 Jaguars vs. Buffalo Bills, Decem-
ber 22 Jaguars vs. Tennessee Titans 

Jacksonville Giants Basketball  The two-time 
ABA National Champion Giant’s home opener of 
the 2013-14 season is December 6. 10 home 
games season ticket packages start as low as 
$60. Single game tickets start at $6 advance. 
Home games are played at Veterans Memorial 
Arena, 630-3900, www.jacksonvillegiants.com. 
December 6 Jacksonville Giants vs. Birming-
ham Blitz, December 21 Jacksonville Giants vs. 
Southwest Warriors 

MOSH Opens Registration for Fifth Annual 
LEGO® Competition  MOSH is currently reg-
istering contestants for its 5th Annual LEGO® 
Competition, being held January 4 from 9 am to 
1:30 pm. Contestants (K-9th grade) can compete 
as individuals or in teams of up to four people to 
construct original LEGO® designs. Children will 
be divided into zones according to grade level 
and winners will be selected from each zone. 
The first place winning LEGO® designs will be 
on display in the Museum lobby for one month. 
Registration for the LEGO® Competition is $30 
per contestant (MOSH Members receive a 20% 
discount) and $5 per guest (parents, chaperons 
or siblings; MOSH Member guests are free). Con-
testant fees include full museum access, lunch 
for the participant, a certificate of participation, 
and a LEGO® Competition T-shir t. The deadline 
for registration and payment for both contestants 
and their guests is December 14. (Guests will 
be charged regular admission rates the day of 
the competition). For complete guidelines, or to 
register, visit www.themosh.org.

Golden Dragon Acrobats
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theatre events
December 6 - 20 HANDLE WITH CARE This 
charming new romantic comedy by Jason Odell 
Williams lights up the Theatre Jacksonville stage 
immediately following its NYC Off-Broadway pre-
miere run. Hilarious circumstances bring together 
a young Israeli woman with little command of 
English and a young American man with little com-
mand of romance. When the sparks fly, will it be 
inevitable love or an international incident? Theatre 
Jacksonville, 396-4425, www.theatrejax.com.

December 6 - 22 SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD 
With music and lyrics by Jason Robert Brown, 

this is the perfect piece for the holidays. Its exqui-
sitely crafted score speaks to the root of human 
existence. From prehistoric people telling stories 
around a fire to the bright lights and big budget 
spectacle of Broadway, theatre is about telling 
stories that unify everyone with common ground, 
shared experience and the human fact that we 
all must travel on new journeys into new worlds, 
over and over again. Atlantic Beach Experimental 
Theatre, 249-7177, www.abettheatre.com

December 7 Norman Connors 40th Anniversary 
Tour Ritz Jazz Jamm in association with Street 

Be sure to check Holiday Events for more theatre events. 

Scholar Music Group presents Norman 
Connors 40th Anniversary Tour with special 
guest Tom Browne. Tickets $25. Two shows 
at 7 and 10 pm. Ritz Theatre and Museum, 
632-5555, www.ritzjacksonville.com

December 9 50 SHADES! THE MUSICAL A 
hilarious parody of the Fifty Shades of Grey 
phenomenon, this show is full of dance 
numbers and original songs delivered by 
an outrageous cast with a live, on-stage 
band. A sexy, hysterical musical romp, 50 
Shades! The Musical is a laugh out loud 
night of fun that you won’t want to miss! 
Times-Union Center, 442-2929, www.art-
istseriesjax.org

December 10 - 15 FLASHDANCE - THE 
MUSICAL With electrifying dance at its 
core, this Broadway musical tells the inspir-
ing and unforgettable story of Alex Owens, 
a Pittsburgh steel mill welder by day and 
a bar dancer by night, with dreams of one 
day becoming a professional performer. 
When romance with her steel mill boss 
threatens to complicate her ambitions, Alex 
learns the meaning of love and its power to 
fuel the pursuit of her dream. Times-Union 
Center, 442-2929, www.artistseriesjax.org

December 21 Midnight Fantasy Men Male 
revue show. 7 & 9 pm. Ritz Theatre and 
LaVilla Museum, 632-5555, www.ritzjack-
sonville.com, www.jaxevents.com 

The Comedy Club of Jacksonville
Headliners for the month of December: Dec 
5-7 Dale Jones, Dec 12-15 Reno Collier, 
Dec 19-21 Rodney Laney, Dec 26-28 Mark 
Klein. Show times: Thurs 8:04 pm, Fri 8:04 
pm and 10:10 pm, Sat 8:04 pm and 10:10 
pm. Tickets $6-$25. Located at 11000 
Beach Blvd., Suite #8, 646-HAPPY, www.
jacksonvillecomedy.com

 

alhambra 2014 season
 The Alhambra Theatre & Dining will open its 2014 season--its 47th--with a rockin’ musical 
and close it out in December with the return of a show that sold 100% of it’s tickets in 2012. 
 Managing Partner Craig Smith commented that the 2013 season was the fourth straight sea-
son that enjoyed a double-digit increase in Season Partnership sales from the season before. 
 The 2014 season will include six musicals or musical comedies and three straight comedies. 
Richard Karn of TV’s Home Improvement will be the season’s first guest star in I Ought To Be In 
Pictures. Barbara Eden from I Dream of Jeannie will star in Social Security. The Alhambra will de-
but a show it’s never produced before in Alfred Hitchcock’s 39 Steps, and bring back the classic, 
Man of La Mancha. This year the Alhambra will feature Shrek the Musical as its summer family 
show. The complete 2014 Season includes: 
 

PUmP boYs & DInettes     December 28 - February 2

oUGht to be In PICtUres starring Richard Karn February 12 - March 16

the Color PUrPle      March 26 - April 27

soCIal seCUrItY starring Barbra Eden   May 7 - June 8

starrInG barbra eDen     June 11 - July 27

alFreD hItChCoCK’s 39 stePs    August 6 - September 7

man oF la manCha     September 10 - October 12

the DroWsY ChaPerone     October 22 - November 23

WhIte ChrIstmas     November 26 - December 24
 
 Tod Booth will return as Creative Director and Producer for his 30th season. Executive Chef DeJuan 
Roy will return for his third season in the kitchen, continuing the Alhambra’s plated, seated dinner service.
 Group sales are available. Preview night pricing for the first two nights is available for $38. 
Regular pricing for tickets starts at $46 for adults and $35 for children. Ticket price includes din-
ner, show and parking. Call the box office at 641-1212 or www.alhambrajax.com. 

broaDWaY In JaCKsonvIlle 
The Artist Series has some great shows coming up 
in 2014. Tickets for the following shows, as well 
as others, are on sale now. Who wouldn’t love a 
couple of these tickets in their Christmas stocking? 
Ticket information on all Artist Series shows is 
available at 442-2929 or www.artistseriesjax.org.

January 21 – 26 BLUE MAN GROUP Blue Man 
Group will thrill you with its high-octane theatri-
cal experience. Escape the ordinary and surround 
yourself in an explosion of comedy, music, and 
technology. If you’ve never seen Blue Man Group, 
it’s a must-see. If you’re already a fan, don’t miss 
it. Times Union Center-Moran Theater

February 18 – 23 WAR HORSE A heart-warming 
tale of loyalty and friendship, and winner of five 
2011 Tony Awards, War Horse tells the story of 
young Albert and his beloved horse Joey. This 
powerfully moving and imaginative drama, filled 
with stirring music and songs, is a show of phe-
nomenal inventiveness that is currently playing to 
packed houses in London and around the world. At 
its heart are astonishing life-sized puppets created 
by South Africa’s Handspring Puppet Company, 
that bring to life breathing, galloping, charging 
horses strong enough for men to ride. Times Union 
Center-Moran Theater

March 18 – 23 MEMPHIS From the underground 
dance clubs of 1950s Memphis, Tennessee, 
comes a hot new Broadway musical that bursts 
off the stage with explosive dancing, irresistible 
songs and a thrilling tale of fame and forbidden 
love. Inspired by actual events, Memphis is about a 
white radio DJ who wants to change the world and 
a black club singer who is ready for her big break. 
Come along on their incredible journey to the ends 
of the airwaves -- filled with laughter, soaring emo-
tion and roof-raising rock ‘n’ roll. Times Union 
Center-Moran Theater
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Jillian Mueller wasn’t even born when Flashdance first danced onto the silver screen and into our 
collective pop consciousness, but the young performer feels like she was destined to play the role of Alex 
Owens. Mueller plays the lead role, first brought to life by Jennifer Beale in the stage adaptation of the 
classic 1983 film. The show celebrates the 30th anniversary of the film and is presented of the Artist Series 
Broadway in Jacksonville Dec. 10-15 in the Moran Theater at the Times-Union Center for the Arts.

The national tour of Flashdance-The Musical tells the story of a Owens, a young Pittsburgh steel 
worker with dreams of becoming a dancer. Mueller performs back to back, high energy dance sequences 
in the musical, including the iconic chair and water scene and even learned how to wield a blow torch as 
a nod to the original film, which Mueller says she was “infatuated with” after getting a copy for Christmas 
when she was 7. She is thrilled for the opportunity to be a part of history and experience her childhood 
fantasies brought to life.

50 ShadeS! The MuSical
It was the second coming of 

the sexual revolution that spiced 
up the lives of bored housewives 
and changed the definition 
of reading for pleasure. Now, 
the wildly successful book 50 
Shades of Grey comes to life on 
stage - and in song! 50 Shades! 
The Musical - The Original Parody 
is making its Jacksonville stage 
debut in a special, one night 
only production at 7:30 p.m. 
December 9 in the Moran Theatre 
at the Times-Union Center for 
the Arts.

50 Shades! The Musical - The Original Parody sold out shows in Chicago and New York 
and earned a four-star review at the prestigious Edinburgh Fringe Festival. The story opens with a 
ladies book club deciding to read Fifty Shades of Grey. What ensues is a hilarious, musical tribute 
to this best-selling novel by E. L. James as the women explore their interpretations of the book 
through music.

The show is full of dance numbers, 11 original songs including ‘They Get Nasty,’ ‘There is a 
Hole Inside of Me’ and ‘I Don’t Make Love,’ with a live band backing their performance. Much like 
the book trilogy, the musical parody is not intended for young audiences but it will make for the 
perfect girls night out without crossing boundaries that will make you squirm.

Produced by Marshall Cordell, Albert Samuels and Emily Dorezas, 50 Shades! The Musical 
- The Original Parody is presented by the Artist Series Broadway in Jacksonville. Tickets start at 
$27 and are available at the Artist Series box office or online at www.artistseriesjax.org. 

- By LIZA MITCHELL

 “It’s very surreal. It’s a little bit like a dream, like I can’t believe this is happening to me. It’s crazy. It’s 
tricky to balance being true to the character and making it my own. Playing a character that is so iconic, 
people literally expect Jennifer Beale from 30 years ago to come out on stage. That’s impossible,” Mueller 
says. “You have to find your own truth and define the basic traits of that character and hone them. That 
where it kind of clicked for me, playing what everybody knows but also still having my own imprint on it. 
The classic scenes also lend themselves to making everyone happy because they are from the movie.”

The Flashdance film is synonymous with the 1980s and memorialized such soundtrack classics as 
‘Maniac,’ ‘Manhunt,’ ‘I Love Rock & Roll,’ ‘What A Feeling!’ and other great songs. The film also showcased 
the fashion of the era from leg warmers, headbands and off-the-shoulder sweatshir ts. The Broadway show 
features 16 new songs and the choreography of Sergio Trujillo, who also choreographed a much younger 
Mueller in Memphis. While the film is only an hour and a half, the stage production is an hour longer with a 
more in depth storyline and, of course, more dancing. Mueller has the skillset to handle the choreography, 
but preparing physically for eight shows a week was the biggest challenge.

“I only had two weeks before I started rehearsals so the biggest thing for me was stamina because I 
am like go, go, go on stage for two and a half hours,” Mueller says, referring to her intensive training with 
Trujillo. “It kind of felt like boot camp a little bit. I was on the treadmill a lot, running and singing and just 
trying to get myself in shape. It wasn’t anything too crazy. I’ve been in plays before where I had to learn the 
guitar, so the blow torch thing was like a quick, five-minute lesson. It’s not like they were going to teach me 
how to dance for a show. I have years and years of experience, so I could just focus on using the skills that 
I have for this show.”

Mueller and the rest of the stunning ensemble cast are ready to showcase their incredible talents 
and show us why Flashdance continues to resonate with audiences three decades later. “We will give you 
everything you know and love from the movie and then some,” she says. “It’s one of those very few movies 
that everyone knows. Even people who haven’t seen the movie know the water scene. It never gets old.”

Flashdance--The Musical will come to Jacksonville’s Times-Union Center’s Moran Theater from 
December 10-15, for 8 performances. Tickets start at $32.00 and are available at the Artist Series 
Box Office between 10 am-5pm, Monday-Friday, at (904) 442-BWAY (2929) and online 24/7 at www.
artistseriesjax.org. 

flaShdance Three Decades Prove 
Flashdance-The Musical Is 
More Than a Flash in the Pan 

By LIZA MITCHELL
 

Jillian Mueller as Alex Owens, photo by jeremy daniel

photo by michael brosilow
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Verlon Thompson and sue Cunningham - Find Your angel 
Dec 6, 7:30pm - Mudville Music Room, 3105 Beach Boulevard. Find Your Angel is a riveting 
musical portrait about a courageous young woman from Vicksburg, Mississippi and her life before, 
during, and after the Civil War. This poignant, original story and all the songs were created through 
a collaborative effort by Verlon Thompson, Sue Cunningham, and Frank Serio. Featuring Verlon 
Thompson on guitar and narration, and Sue Cunningham on fiddle, with lead vocals and harmony 
singing from both. This brand new, unique musical performance brings this historic spellbinding 
story to life! Helping to set the tone for the performance of Find Your Angel, will be a display of framed, 
period-style photographs taken by Serio and Cunningham at the 150th Anniversary of Gettysburg Re-
enactment in Gettysburg, PA.

alabama shakes
Dec 7, 7:30 pm - St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 1340 A1A South, $29.50-$39.50, www.
staugamphitheatre.com. After the successful national release of their debut album in 2012, the 
success of this rootsy, soulful rock quartet hasn’t slowed. NPR loves them. They’ve been included in 
so many “best new artist,” “best new song,” and “bands to watch” lists on blogs and in magazines 
that it’s impossible to keep track, plus they earned three Grammy nominations.

 

shemekia Copeland
Dec 8, 8 pm - Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 1050 A1A North, $24-$29, www.pvconcerthall.com
With more than 10 years on the blues music circuit, Copeland has developed a solid reputation as a 
powerful singer who consistently delivers top-notch performances. Her forceful voice just can’t be 
denied. Whether she’s with a full band or just one guy with a resonator guitar, the result is fantastic.
 

The big TiCkeT
Dec 8, 11 am-10 pm - Metropolitan Park, 1410 Gator Bowl Blvd., $49.50, www.thebigticketfest.com
OK, so I’m not a fan of any band on this festival’s bill, but it’s undoubtedly the biggest music event in 
the area this month. (Yes, John Mayer’s at the Veterans Memorial Arena, but whatever, I was bored 
to tears when I had to review his last concert there.) For alternative rock fans, though, Stone Temple 
Pilots, Thir ty Seconds to Mars, A Day to Remember and Jimmy Eat World might be impossible to 
resist.
 

The Thermals
Dec 10, 8 pm - Jack Rabbits, 1528 Hendricks Ave., $12, www.jaxlive.com. I’ve liked this band 
since they played in St. Augustine Beach a few years ago. They play fairly standard, guitar-driven 
indie rock—admittedly, it’s a genre that can get incredibly dull because it’s so overdone—but The 
Thermals keep things interesting and lively with great energy and punchy lyrics.
 

sarah lee guThrie and JohnnY irion
Dec 13, 8 pm - Underbelly, 113 E. Bay St., $12, www.jaxunderbelly.com. Yup, Sarah Lee Guthrie is 
related to the Guthrie folk music icons. Arlo Guthrie’s her dad, which makes her the granddaughter of 
Woody Guthrie. She and her husband Johnny Irion have often toured with Arlo Guthrie, but they also 
perform as a duo. I know, I know, a married couple playing folk songs… But don’t throw up! They’re 
good!
 

The howlin’ broThers
Dec 13, 7:30 pm - Mudville Music Room, 3104 Atlantic Blvd., www.raylewispresents.com. I saw this 
trio over the summer, and their set full of old-time and bluegrass music was a lot of foot-tappin’ fun. 
Down-to-earth, friendly and relaxed, these guys play originals as well as traditional covers. The crowd 
loved them, so I’m guessing they’ll be welcomed back warmly.
 

misFiTs wiTh The wasTedisT
Dec 15, 7 pm - Brewster’s Megaplex, Roc Bar, 845 University Blvd. N. $15-$50, www.
brewstersmegaplex.com. Misfits isn’t exactly the same band it was back in the late 1970s (no Glenn 
Danzig), but founding member Jerry Only is still in the mix. Also on the plus side, Dez Cadena, 
formerly of Black Flag, is a current member. It’s not like there’s a lot of horror punk to go around, so if 
you need a fix of dudes in Halloween make-up and skeleton T-shir ts, this is your chance.
 

girls roCk JaCksonVille
Dec 15, 6-11 pm - CoRK Arts District, 2689 Rosselle St., $5 donation suggested, www.
girlsrockjacksonville.org. This is a benefit concert for one of the coolest, small nonprofits in town. 
Girls Rock Jacksonville runs a summer camp for young girls that focuses on playing music and 
making zines. Any money raised will go toward things like music equipment, arts/crafts materials and 
scholarships for girls. Bring the whole family to this show. The camp volunteers will be showing off 
their musical talents.
 

inspeCTion 12
Dec 21, 7 pm - Freebird Live, 200 First St., Jacksonville Beach, $8, www.jaxlive.com. The annual 
Inspection 12 show is a Northeast Florida holiday tradition. After nearly 20 years together, these guys 
don’t play regularly, so fans of the pop punk/rock band look forward to their December show each 
year. The Facebook event page has a happy note from the band: Original singer Rob Reid is back with 
the band, and they’re planning to hit the studio.

sTaY Tuned…
There are never as many concerts to catch around the holidays—
unless you count Christmas productions, which I don’t. Go ahead, call 
me a Grinch. In between holiday parties and family dinners, though, 
consider catching one (or two or three) of these shows. After hearing 
the same cheesy holiday jingles over and over again, it might be 
worth going just to cleanse your auditory palate. 
By HeatHer Lovejoy
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Whetherman 
Sunny with a Good Chance of Fame

BY ALEX RENDON

It was just over four years ago that 29-year-old aspiring musician Nicholas Williams moved 
from Chicago to the Jacksonville area to take a job as a summer lacrosse coach. Luckily for the 
River City, Williams’ temporary move became a permanent one. After spending some time wait-
ing tables, Williams kick-started his music career on our shores and in a relatively short time 
has become one of North Florida’s most promising acts. Under the pseudonym Whetherman, 
Williams has released five albums--his most recent, Streams and Pastures (released this past 
Spring), is a perfectly concocted slice of sunny disposition Americana.

Whetherman was a featured artist at November’s edition of the first Wednesday Art Walk, 
where he entertained a robust crowd at 1904 music hall with his earnest, tender vocals and 
a lush backing band. Williams says Art Walk is one of his favorite events in Jacksonville. “It 
seems to get bigger and better every year as far as new venues, musical diversity and creativity 
goes,” said Williams in an interview with EU Jacksonville.
Williams does not always perform with a backing unit; 
the talented artist tells us that almost 90-percent of his 
gigs are solo. Therefore, catching the full-on six-piece 
edition of Whetherman is a particularly rare treat. With 
warm mandolin and fiddle strokes (done by Drew Mat-
ulich), subtle upright bass picks (Adam Mantovani), 
and sweeping female harmonies (sung by Rachel 
Murray), the group produces masterfully engaging and 
endearing mountain folk. With hints of Southern rock 
and just enough raw emotion, it’s as verdant as an 
Appalachian mountainside. 

The amiable, good-natured folk singer-songwriter 
played lacrosse on scholarship at Ohio State Univer-
sity, where a serious knee injury sidelined him. The 
talented performer turned lemons into lemonade, using the subsequent couch time to fine-tune 
his guitar playing skills. Self-releasing five albums and touring the nation relentlessly, Williams is 
starting to make his mark in the folk community. He has performed at various festivals, includ-
ing the Harvest and Suwannee Festivals, and has made special appearances on radio stations 
from Knoxville to New Orleans. In November, Whetherman premiered its own station on person-
alized internet radio application, Pandora. Williams hasn’t yet heard the Whetherman channel, 
but has heard word that his songs have been popping up on Dave Matthews Band’s station.

Concerning Jacksonville’s musical community, Williams says it not like anything he has 
ever seen. Says Williams,“Usually there’s a survival of the fittest, clique-oriented approach, but 
here everyone supports each other.” Williams is an ardent supporter of the area’s growing mu-
sic scene, especially in the downtown area. His favorite places to perform around town are the 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 1904, and Fly’s Tie.

Whetherman will be enjoying some downtime in December, playing the least amount of 
shows he has in years, according to Williams. He is currently preparing songs for his sixth al-
bum, which he hopes to fund with the help of a Kickstarter campaign. Come 2014, Whetherman 
will be embarking on a third nationwide tour and has sights on a few overseas gigs. The odds 
are certainly in Whetherman’s favor; Jacksonville may have to share its skilled songsmith with 
the nation and quite possibly the world.
         Whetherman will perform at The Fly’s Tie Irish Pub in Atlantic Beach on January 12. 
For more information: whetherman.net

JJ Grey is always happy to be off the road and home with his family during the holidays, but he has a 
little something extra to look forward to this year. Grey and Mofro will ring in the New Year with the Allman 
Brothers at the Florida Theatre. Mofro originally planned to host a solo show, but Grey jumped at the chance 
to split the bill with true southern rock royalty, the Allman Brothers. “We had our show held for New Year’s 
Eve. The Allman Brothers camp challenged the hold and wanted us to confirm or not because they wanted 
the room,” says Grey. “We said ‘let’s just do the show together’.” If Gregg Allman wants to share a venue in 
your hometown on New Year’s Eve, you say yes. End of story.

“I’m always home during Christmas. I usually don’t play at all during that time frame,” he says. “I am 
off until New Years Eve. We’ve got a little run in South Carolina, then we will [come] back home to do the 
Florida Theatre show.” 

Grey says he was a bit of a “Johnny Come Lately” when it came to the Allman’s Anthology. He knew 
the popular songs like ‘Whipping Post’ and ‘Melissa,’ but he discovered the treasures that are buried within 
the lesser known tracks. “Of course, I know all of the staple tunes that were on the radio when I was 
coming up, but I got hip to them more recently in the last five or 10 years or so. I started checking out more 
and more tracks and digging through crates to come up with different cuts.” Grey has made his career of 
digging deeper to unlock forgotten wisdom of the past, and his music speaks those truths out loud. 

Grey is unflinchingly proud of where he comes from. His stories reflect his love for his home and the 
lessons he learned growing up in Maxville, just outside of Jacksonville. Grey struggles to recall a favorite 
holiday memory, but that’s not to say they weren’t plentiful. They just bleed together in one seamless loop, 
with scents and images rippling throughout a shimmery, childhood landscape. “I can’t clue in one one. 
There are so many,” he says. “As an adult it’s hard to remember one particular thing. I never know what is 
going to trigger something.”

“I remember opening one set of presents on Christmas Eve and another set on Christmas Day. I 
remember running barefoot everywhere, even through stickers. I remember that nobody “bought” shorts. 
You just took your britches and cut them off. I remember the ocean. I still go to the beach constantly,” Grey 
says. “This is my favorite time of year. The water is still warm, and the waves get better. It just starts to get 
cold, and I love that until Christmas, but by January 1, I’m ready for it to get warm again.”

Stories passed down by his grandmother about “how things were back in the day” lead to the Mofro 
song ‘Santa Claus, True Love and Freedom.’ Grey said he took the bones of those stories and built a song 
based on their ideals and the strength of “someone going against the grain and not doing what everyone 
thinks they should do.” On Mofro’s most recent release, This River, Grey looked no further than his own 
backyard for inspiration.

“The whole album was fun to make. It’s going great and really picking up,” he says. “The tour is going 
to be insane. It’s going to be really fun to go out and play these songs for people.” Grey and Mofro will hit 
the road again in February or early March in support of the new album, which is available in stores and on 
iTunes and Amazon. He is also planning a special performance at the Suwannee Springfest next year with a 
few good friends sitting in and covering each other’s songs.

But right now, Grey is ready to dip his feet into the chilly Atlantic waters and spend time with family 
opening presents, enjoying some down home cooking and breathing in the things that let him know he’s 
home: his grandma’s hoe cakes, the smell of orange blossoms, the beauty of the St. Johns River. These are 
the memories that he carries with him wherever he goes and the touchstones that always lead him back to 
where he came from. “I’m pretty much happy. I’m content that I get to keep living the dream, doing what I 
do,” he says. “I’m just happy to be here.”

For tickets and more information contact the Florida Theatre at 355-2787 or www.floridatheatre.com. 

JJ Grey
Holidays, New Tracks, Grandma & the Surf

BY LIZA MITCHELL

Home for the Holidays Dec 31 at Florida Theatre with Allman Brothers
photo by jensen hande

photo by fran ruchalski

“It seems to get 
bigger and better 
every year as far 
as new venues, 

musical diversity and 
creativity goes.”
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music events
December 1
The Irish Tenors Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Anthony Green / Dave Davison / Psychic 
Babble Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy Holiday Revue St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Ellis Paul The Original Café Eleven, 460-9311
James Tristan Redding / Troy Petty Casa Ma-
rina Hotel (Jacksonville Beach), 270-0025

December 2
Sunspots / Master Radical / Garrett On 
Acoustic / The Black Stache Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

December 3
Michael W. Smith Times-Union Center, 354-
5547
Zoogma / Ghost Owl / S.P.O.R.E. 1904 Music 
Hall, 356-0213
JB Scott’s Swingin’ Allstars Mudville Music 
Room (Beach Blvd), 352-7008
Live Jazz Jam Session Jazzland Café, 240-
1009
Dr. Boyan Bonev Main Library, 630-2665
Harms Way Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Manna Zen, Outeredge, Dorian Nins  Jack 
Rabbits, 398-7496

December 4
Blistur Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Jacksonville Songwriter Residency: David 
Dondero Florida Theatre, 355-2787
George Donaldson From Celtic Thunder 
Culhane’s, 249-9595
The Messengers / Easter Island / Parker Un-
derbelly, 353-6067     
Good GRAEFF Burro Bar, burrobarjax.com

December 5
August Burns Red / Bless the Fall / Defeater 
/ Beartooth Brewster’s Megaplex-Roc Bar, 
233-9850
Guardian Alien / Pontiak Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496
Murray Middle School Holiday Performance 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Handel’s Messiah by UNF Chamber Orches-
tra Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346
Larry Mangum Mudville Music Room (Beach 
Blvd), 352-7008
Spade McQuade Fionn MacCool’s, 374-1547

December 6
Cheap Trick Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Bellarive / Michael Cronin Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179
Nonpoint / Pat Travers Brewster’s Megaplex- 
Roc Bar, 233-9850

Verlon Thompson / Sue Cunningham Mudville 
Music Room (Beach Blvd), 352-7008
Rosco Caine Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Sugar Bear  The Jacksonville Landing 353-
1188
Braxton Adamson / Billy Greer Fionn Mac-
Cool’s, 374-1547
Super Excitables West Inn Cantina, 389-1131
Lisa & The Madhatters Whitey’s Fish Camp, 
269-4198
Hooch Tradewinds Lounge, 829-9336
Greenhouse Lounge / Beebs & Her Money 
Makers / Darkhorse Saloon Freebird Live, 
246-BIRD
Serenghetto / Gross Evolution Burro Bar, bur-
robarjax.com

December 7
Folk is People / Spiral Bound / Four Families 
/ Pine Forest School of the Arts Riverside Arts 
Market, 910-3383
Alabama Shakes / Clear Plastic Masks St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Brian Davis Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Kaliyl / Artilect / Sacrifice to Survive / Look 
Right Penny Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
The Hip Abduction 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
The Crowkeepers Atticus Bar, 634-8813
Lyricist Lounge: CStraight / Rkitect Murray 
Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Rosco Caine Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Radio 80 The Jacksonville Landing,353-1188
Mikey Clams Band Fionn MacCool’s, 374-
1547
Hooch Tradewinds Lounge, 829-9336
Norman Connors / Tom Browne Ritz Theatre 
and Museum,  632-5555
Northe / Fort Stories/The Inverted / Brenna 
Storm  Freebird Live, 246-BIRD

December 8
The Big Ticket: Stone Temple Pilots/ Thirty 
Seconds to Mars/ A Day to Remember/ Jim-
my Eat World Metropolitan Park, 353-3309
Huey Lewis & the News Florida Theatre, 355-
2787
Shemekia Copeland Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 
209-0346
George Aspinall Band The Jacksonville Land-
ing,353-1188
John Thomas Group Culhane’s, 249-9595

December 9
A Charlie Brown Christmas with David Benoit 
St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Abiotic Atticus Bar, 634-8813 

December 10
John Mayer Jacksonville Veterans Memorial 
Arena, 353-3309
The Thermals / Beach Day Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496
A Charlie Brown Christmas with David Benoit 

Jacksonville band Evergreen Terrace returns home to celebrate the release 
of their new album at Underbelly on December 14
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St. Augustine Amphitheatre, 471-1965
Live Jazz Jam Session Jazzland Café, 240-
1009
Buddy Mondlock Mudville Music Room (Beach 
Blvd), 352-7008
Those Guys Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162

December 11
JGBCB Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Blistur Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162

December 12
Consider the Source / Squeedlepuss 1904 
Music Hall, 356-0213

Raindance / Old Wounds Burro Bar, www.
facebook.com/burrobar
Pierce Pettis Mudville Music Room (Beach 
Blvd), 352-7008

December 13
Josh Thompson Mavericks Rock N’ Honky 
Tonk, 356-1110
Glowing Screens Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
Sarah Lee Gutherie / Johnny Irion Underbelly, 
353-6067
Major League / Veara / Stickup Kid Atticus 
Bar, 634-8813

St. Augustine Orchestra Lightner Museum (St. 
Augustine), www.staugustineorchestra.org 
The Howlin’ Brothers Mudville Music Room 
(Beach Blvd), 352-7008
Ozone Baby Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Kracka Jaxx The Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Braxton Adamson / Brett Foster Duo Fionn 
MacCool’s, 374-1547
John Thomas Group Ponte Vedra Lodge, 285-
1111
Pop Musik Whitey’s Fish Camp, 269-4198
Those Guys Tradewinds Lounge, 829-9336
Bombadil Jack Rabbits, , 398-7496
Weekend Atlas Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Glowing Screens / Dorian Nins / Metroid-
vszelda Burro Bar, burrobarjax.com

December 14
HoliDazzle: Studio K Dance / Jacksonville 
Harmony Chorus / ”Mrs. Kate” Carpenter / 
Arvid Smith w/ Sandie Lithgoe / Showtime 
USA Riverside Arts Market, 910-3383
John McCutcheon Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 
209-0346
Papadosio / Earthcry Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
MercyGirl / Whosoever South Murray Hill 
Theatre, 388-3179
New Day / The Senses / Jug Or Not / Appala-
chian Death Trap Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Little War Twins Burro Bar, www.facebook.
com/burrobar
ABK Brewster’s Megaplex- Roc Bar, 233-9850
Evergreen Terrace / Just Like Gentlemen / 
Parkridge / Awakener / Myth of Myself Un-
derbelly, 353-6067
Desean Kirkland Trio Jazzland Café, 240-1009
Sean Chambers Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville 
Beach), 247-6636
Michael Johnathon Mudville Music Room 
(Beach Blvd), 352-7008
Ozone Baby Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
19th Annual Tuba Christmas The Jacksonville 
Landing, 353-1188
Stevie Fingers / Sho Nuf’ The Jacksonville 
Landing, 353-1188
The Gootch Duo Fionn MacCool’s , 374-1547
Domino Effect Dogstar Tavern, 277-8010
Pop Musik Whitey’s Fish Camp, 269-4198
Those Guys Tradewinds Lounge, 829-9336
Little War Twins / Winter Wave Burro Bar, 
burrobarjax.com

Stone Temple Pilots will be at The Big Ticket along with Thirty Seconds to Mars, 
A Day to Remember, Jimmy Eat World and others at Metropolitan Park on December 8.

Astronautalis will perform December 22 with Rickolus at Jack Rabbits
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December 15
Misfits Brewster’s Megaplex- Roc Bar, 233-
9850
Girls Rock Jacksonville benefit show CoRK 
Arts District, girlsrockjacksonville.org
St. Augustine Orchestra Christ Episcopal 
Church (Ponte Vedra), www.staugustineor-
chestra.org
Dublin City Ramblers Band Culhane’s, 249-
9595
N-Type W/Team Grime / Semantiks / Bobby 
Newport Underbelly, 353-6067   
Morning Brigade / Fort Stories Burro Bar, 
burrobarjax.com

December 17
Michael McDonald Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Keith Kenny 1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
Gunther Doug Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/
burrobar
Live Jazz Jam Session Jazzland Café, 240-
1009
Staggerfish Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Gunther Doug / Moon Cheese Babies Burro 
Bar, burrobarjax.com

December 18
Peter White Christmas featuring Rick Braun 
& Mindi Abair Florida Theatre, 355-2787
Thy Art is Murder / I Declare War / Kublai 
Khan Brewster’s Megaplex- Roc Bar, 233-
9850
Angelo Moore / Rebelmatic Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496
Band on the Run Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Trevor Thomas Drama Ministries Promise 
Land Baptist Church, 783-9980

December 19
HED pe Brewster’s Megaplex- Roc Bar, 233-
9850
John Thomas Group Mudville Music Room 
(Beach Blvd), 352-7008
Strung Like A Horse Darkhorse Saloon & Yes 
Ma’am, No Sir  Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
The Heavy Pets / Parker Urban Band  1904 
Music Hall, 356-0213

December 20
Kaliyl Murray Hill Theatre, 388-3179
Slow Magic The Original Café Eleven, 460-
9311
Warning Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Hipp Street The Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Braxton Adamson /  2 Live Dudes Fionn 
MacCool’s, 374-1547
Zach Deputy Jack Rabbit’s, 398-7496
Dirty Pete West Inn Cantina, 389-1131
Yankee Slickers Whitey’s Fish Camp, 269-
4198
Spanky Tradewinds Lounge, 829-9336
Happy Hour with Alex Culbreth Underbelly, 
353-6067     

December 21
Theatre on a Mission / Ruby Beach / WestJax 
Jazz Ensemble Riverside Arts Market, 910-
3383
Rejoice the Awakening Murray Hill Theatre, 
388-3179
Chiodos / Our Last Night / Set It Off Brews-
ter’s Megaplex- Lava, 233-9850
Jazzland All Stars Big Band Ensemble Jaz-
zland Café, 240-1009
Lift Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Inspection 12 Freebird, 246-BIRD
Go Ask Alice The Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Baystreet Band Fionn MacCool’s, 374-1547
Spanky Tradewinds Lounge, 829-9336
Out Of Hand Whitey’s Fish Camp, 269-4198
Wave Functions Orange Air / The Crowkeep-
ers / Herd Of Watts  Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
Conrad Oberg Underbelly, 353-6067 

December 22
St. Augustine Community Chorus Celtic 
Christmas Sing Along St. Augustine Amphithe-
atre, 471-1965
Astronautalis / Rickolus Jack Rabbits, 398-
7496

December 23
Typhoon Haiyan Benefit Concert For The Phil-
ippines w/ Reggie Youngblood  Jack Rabbits, 
398-7496

December 24
Live Jazz Jam Session Jazzland Café, 240-
1009

December 27
Spade McQuade Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville 

The Howlin’ Brothers at The Mudville Music Room on December 13
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Beach), 247-6636
Fratello Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Cupid’s Alley The Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188
Braxton Adamson / Bryan Ripper Duo Fionn 
MacCool’s, 374-1547
Michael Ray Mavericks, 356-1110
Bush Doctors West Inn Cantina, 389-1131
Lift Whitey’s Fish Camp, 269-4198
Red River Band Tradewinds Lounge, 829-
9336
Fusebox Funk   Jack Rabbits, 398-7496

December 28
Kenny Seabrook Jazzland Café, 240-1009
Black Creek Rizin Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Spanky the Band The Jacksonville Landing, 
353-1188
Chris C4Man Fionn MacCool’s, 374-1547
Lift Whitey’s Fish Camp, 269-4198
Red River Band Tradewinds Lounge, 829-
9336
Canary In The Coalmine With This Frontier 
Needs Heroes, Pilotwave, & Fjord Explorer 
Jack Rabbits, 398-7496
The Woodgrains Underbelly, 353-6067

     
December 29 
Steve and Ken Duo The Jacksonville Landing, 
353-1188

December 30 
Boogie Freaks The Jacksonville Landing, 353-
1188

December 31
Grandpa’s Cough Medicine / The Corbitt 
Brothers Freebird Live, 246-BIRD
Gregg Allman / JJ Grey & Mofro Florida The-
atre, 355-2787
The Grasshopper Lies Heavy / Ghost Police 
Burro Bar, www.facebook.com/burrobar
The Fritz / Chroma / S.P.O.R.E. / The Politix 
1904 Music Hall, 356-0213
Antique Animals, Universal Green, and The 
Groove Coalition Underbelly, 353-6067  
The Remains Cliff’s Bar, 645-5162
Radio 80 / Stage by Sun Jammer The Jack-
sonville Landing, 353-1188
Something Distant Fionn MacCool’s, 374-
1547
6th Annual Smokin’ Aces New Years Eve 
Bash Mavericks, 356-1110

The Allman Brothers perform December 31 with JJ Grey& Mofro at the Florida Theatre

Grandpa’s Cough Medicine join The Corbitt Brothers December 31 at Freebird Live
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UPCOMING CONCERTS

©2013 Disney Enterprises, Inc.

YOU AND A GUEST ARE INVITED TO 
A SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

For a chance to win a 
complimentary admit-two pass 

to the advance screening, register 
online before December 8 at 

LEEANDCATESGLASS.COM

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Limit one (1) admit-two pass per person. Must be 13 years of age or older to receive passes. Employees of all promotional 
partners and their agencies are not eligible. Void where prohibited. Winners will be randomly selected, notifi ed of screening 
date, time and theater. SEATING IS LIMITED, SO ARRIVE EARLY. PASS DOES NOT GUARANTEE A SEAT AT THE SCREENING. 

@DisneyPictures  #SavingMrBanks/SavingMrBanksDisney.com/SavingMrBanks

OPENS NATIONWIDE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20

Jan 2 Grant Peeples / Sarah Mac / Rebecca Zapen Mudville Music Room (Beach 

 Blvd), 352-7008

Jan11 Natalie Merchant Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 16 ABBA Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 16 Tab Beniot Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

Jan18 Marcia Ball Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

Jan18 Tinsley Ellis Mojo Kitchen (Jacksonville Beach), 247-6636

Jan 21 Engelbert Humperdinck Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 22 Billy Joel Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309

Jan 23 Barry Manilow Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309

Jan 24 Shawn Colvin Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

Jan 24  Rodney Atkins Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 26 Gaelic Storm Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

Jan 30 Jake Shimabukuro Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 31 Ray Price Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Jan 31 David Wilcox The Original Cafe Eleven

Feb 1 Merle Haggard Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 3 Queens of the Stone Age Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 5 Pat Metheny Unity Group Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 8 Lady Antebellum / Darius Rucker / Thompson Square Jacksonville Veterans 

 Memorial Arena, 353-3309

Feb 12 Buddy Guy / Jonny Lang Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 13 Darlene Love Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 14 Kenny Loggins Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 15 The Irish Rovers Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 16 Mason Jennings / The Sweetest Punch Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

Feb 20 The Temptations / The Four Tops Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 23 Dark Star Orchestra Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

Feb 28 Southside Johnny & the Asbury Jukes Florida Theatre, 355-2787

Feb 28 Celtic Women Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373

March 1  Great Guitar Gathering: Frank Vignola Florida Theatre, 355-2787 

March 2  Julio Iglesias Times-Union Center, 442-72929

March 6 Carolina Chocolate Drops Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

March 14 Michael Bolton Florida Theatre, 355-2787

March 22 Ladysmith Black Mambazo Florida Theatre, 355-2787

March 27 Get the Led Out Florida Theatre, 355-2787

March 29 Indigo Girls Times-Union Center- Moran Theatre, 632-3373

April 11 The Blind Boys of Alabama Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, 209-0346

May 14 Cher Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 353-3309

June 15 Florida Country Superfest EverBank Field, www.floridacountrysuperfest.com
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NOW SHOWING
Frozen Fearless optimist Anna teams up with 
Kristoff in an epic journey, encountering Ever-
est-like conditions, and a hilarious snowman 
named Olaf, in a race to find Anna’s sister Elsa, 
whose icy powers have trapped the kingdom 
in eternal winter. An animated comedy with a 
musical touch. Rated PG
 
Black Nativity A street-wise teen from Balti-
more who has been raised by a single mother 
travels to New York City to spend the Christ-
mas holiday with his estranged relatives, where 

he embarks on a surprising and inspirational 
journey. Starring Forest Whitaker, Angela Bassett, 
Jennifer Hudson and Mary J. Blige. Rated PG
 

DECEMBER 6
Out Of The Furnace Russell Baze (Christian 
Bale) has a rough life: he works a dead-end, 
blue collar job at the local steel mill by day, and 
cares for his terminally ill father by night. When 
Russell’s brother Rodney (Casey Affleck) re-
turns home from serving time in Iraq, he gets 
lured into one of the most ruthless crime rings 
in the Northeast and mysteriously disappears. 
The police fail to crack the case, so--with noth-
ing left to lose--Russell takes matters into his 
own hands, putting his life on the line to seek 
justice for his brother. The impressive cast of 
Christian Bale and Casey Affleck are rounded 
out by Woody Harrelson, Forest Whitaker, Zoe 
Saldana, Sam Shepard and Willem Dafoe. 
Rated R

DECEMBER 13 
The Hobbit: The Desolation Of Smaug The 
second in a trilogy of films adapting the endur-
ingly popular masterpiece “The Hobbit” by 
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug continues the adventure of the title 
character Bilbo Baggins (Martin Freeman) as 
he journeys with the Wizard Gandalf (Ian McK-
ellan) and thir teen Dwarves, led by Thorin Oak-
enshield (Richard Armitage) on an epic quest 
to reclaim the lost Dwarf Kingdom of Erebor.

Tyler Perry’s A Madea Christmas Madea gets 
coaxed into helping a friend pay her daughter a 
surprise visit in the country for Christmas, but 
the biggest surprise is what they’ll find when 
they arrive. As the small, rural town prepares 
for its annual Christmas Carnival, new secrets 
are revealed, and old relationships are tested 
while Madea dishes her own brand of Christ-
mas Spirit to all. Rated PG-13
 

DECEMBER 20
Saving Mr. Banks When Walt Disney’s daugh-
ters begged him to make a movie of their 
favorite book, P.L. Travers’ “Mary Poppins,” 
he made them a promise that he didn’t realize 

would take 20 years to keep. In his quest to 
obtain the rights, Walt battles against a cur-
mudgeonly, uncompromising writer who has 
absolutely no intention of letting her beloved, 
magical nanny get mauled by the Hollywood 
machine. It is only when he reaches into his 
own childhood that Walt discovers the truth 
about the ghosts that haunt her, and together 
they set Mary Poppins free to ultimately make 
one of the most endearing films in cinematic 
history. Starring: Emma Thompson, Tom Hanks 
as Walt Disney, Colin Farrell and Paul Giamatti. 
Rated PG-13 
 
Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues With the 
70s behind him, San Diego’s top rated news-
man, Ron Burgundy, returns to take New York’s 
first 24-hour news channel by storm. Will Fer-
rell, Paul Rudd and Steve Carell are all back to 
reprise their roles as idiotic, misogynistic, but 
oddly endearing, newsmen.

American Hustle Con man Irving Rosenfeld, 
along with his seductive British partner Sydney 
Prosser, is forced to work for a wild FBI agent 
Richie DiMaso. DiMaso pushes them into a 
world of Jersey powerbrokers and mafia. Star-
ring Christian Bale, Amy Adams, Bradley Coo-
per, and Jennifer Lawrence.
 
Walking with Dinosaurs 3D See and feel what 
it was like when dinosaurs ruled the Earth, in a 
story where an underdog dino triumphs to be-
come a hero for the ages. This is a grand-scale 
adaptation of the BBC mini-series (and even-
tual ongoing series). Starring Charlie Rowe and 
Angourie Rice. Rated PG.
 

DECEMBER 25
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty An office 
worker who lives inside fantasy worlds where 
he gets to live an adventurous life while ro-
mancing his co-worker sets off on a global 
journey to fix things when both of their jobs are 
threatened. Starring Ben Stiller, Kristen Wiig, 
Adam Scott, Patton Oswalt. Rated PG.
 
Lone Survivor Based on the failed June 28, 
2005, mission “Operation Red Wings.” Four 
members of SEAL Team 10 were tasked with 
the mission to capture or kill notorious Taliban 
leader Ahmad Shahd. Marcus Luttrell was the 
only member of his team to survive. Starring 
Mark Wahlberg, Ben Foster, Eric Bana, Josh 
Berry. Rated R

The Wolf of Wall Street Based on the true 
story of Jordan Belfort, from his rise to a 
wealthy stockbroker living the high life to his 
fall involving crime, corruption and the federal 
government. Directed by Martin Scorsese and 
Starring Leonardo DiCaprio, P.J. Byrne, Jon 
Favreau, and Spike Jonze.
 
47 Ronin A band of samurai sets out to avenge 
the death and dishonor of their master at the 
hands of a ruthless shogun. Starring Keanu 
Reeves, Hiroyuki Sanada, Kô Shibasaki, Tadan-
obu Asano. Rated PG-13
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A December to Remember
December 14 Film Double Feature: RUDOLPH 
THE RED NOSED REINDEER and ELF Rudolph 
the Red Nosed Reindeer (stop motion) at 6 
pm and Elf at 7 pm. December 21 Dinner & A 
Movie: IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 7 pm. The 
free movies are part of Community First Credit 
Union’s A December to Remember. The Amphi-
theatre will be open to the public during regular 
operating hours (10 am-6 pm Monday through 

Friday, 9 am-5 pm on Saturday) and fully deco-
rated all month long with lights, festive décor, a 
holiday tree and will offer train rides, snow fall 
and visits with Santa during each “A December 
to Remember” event. Santa 2-5:30 pm. Snow 
in the plaza every hour on the half hour start-
ing at 12:30 pm. St. Augustine Amphitheatre. 
www.staugamphitheatre.com, (904)209-0367.

Sun-Ray Cinema 1028 Park St, 359-0047, 
sunraycinema.com 
Dec 12 EVERYTHING IS TERRIBLE’S HOLIDAY 
SHOW 
Dec 15 THE LAST UNICORN with Peter S. 
Beagle in attendance at 4 & 7 pm. 
Dec 22 WHITE CHRISTMAS with mulled cider 
& hot cocoa
Dec 24 PLAYIN’ HOOKY WITH MARTIN 
SCORSESE
Dec 25 WOLF OF WALL STREET

IT’S A
WONDERFUL 

LIFE




	EUJ_Dec12_Page 01.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 02.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 03.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 04-08.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 09-12.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 13.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 14-15.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 16.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 17.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 18.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 19.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 20.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 21.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 22.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 23.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 24-25.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 26.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 27.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 28.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 29.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 30.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 31.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 32-36.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 39.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 37-38.pdf
	EUJ_Dec12_Page 40.pdf

